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LAKE TOOLIBIRN T\'A'I‘UPL‘ RESELVE

Please find enclosed for your iunformation a copy
of my report to Research Officer J, Goodsell on the
"Terrestrial Wéuna of Lake Toolibin Nature Rescrve®,

Lhe report will accompany others on the lake which are

at present belnp compiled by Mr. Goodsell as a publication
on "Guidelines to the Management of the faumna of Lake
Toolibin Hature Reserve".
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“between .the 12th and - ‘16th of December, 1977. The anncotated
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© (44)  TEARESTRIAL FAUNA OF LAKE ;
‘ HATURE RS BRY 12

Mammals were reeorded on the Lalte Toclibin Iinture Rescrve

list of snec1es off mammals: were collected and lodood with

the Western Au"trallan Huseum. The specinmens were numbered
for our purposes M1 ~ 5, ML has been recorded at the

- Museum as R588673, .

Other records are based on scat samples and actual sigh
of reptiles and maquls which were not collectoed.
METHUDS
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Manmal tranq werc sﬁt in all vegetation formations on thic

reserve and on areas of privately owuned land vihere Lt i
1nc1udod in the proposed acquisition.

Trap effort comprised of nine trapn lines set in situation
et ion,

where they would be most effective in each vezetation fo

Urans used werg.as follows:

Larze Dllictt 50 em = 17 cn x 17 cm,
Hediom Elliott 32 cm % 1D cit.x 8 cm,
small Elliott 23 cm » 8 em % 7 cm.

ige Trap 46 cm x 23 cn x 30 cm. -

D

Andard dreal-back rat~trap.
i ¥ e n ° - I, -
PV.EB. Pit Teop GO cm lomny and 1C cm in diamcter. Pit
traps were placed where over the soil type permitted.
The Dait used Tor Lranning was "uwiversal"hesed on rolled
gats; peanut paste and ralsins,

Walnuts wers us l“r'l o He
was nsed Ho g ] witere traps were set near
hleossoming Cal
The e BRSO S e

d

“

et traps., A little honey

At dusk and alfter dork traverses wore conluctei by wehicle
and spotlizht and also on foot using headtorches, S5ishtines

of reptiles and mommnls werd recoird! doda this mnuners,
Mammals,-especially.bats, were collected utilising this

method also. Daylight observations and collections were

alﬁo'carried out, mainly on foot.
i ii.:ALS
ARRCTATE) LIST

WEISTERN GREY HANGAROO (Macropus fuliginosus)

This s=pecie was often sighted throuzhout the reserve and
on adjascent neighbouring properties, especially al dusi

o]
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after dark.  During the coarse of one nights snmotlighting

19 Grev Hanzgaroos were recorded throushout itlhie traversed

areca,

PRUSH- talled POSSUM (Trichosurus vulpecula)

Only one such animal was sighted Juring the coarse of iyl

ob%orvatlons.
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J; It was observed on the reserve just north of Lake Toelibin

feeding on the seeds of a small Jam tree {Acacia
S acuminatg) in a woodland of York Gum (Eucalyptus loxophleba)

associated with Casuarina hucgeliana,
Signs of other occupations were observed such as scats and
claw marks on trees, liowever these were rare and apnenrced
to be restricted to the York Gum region.

oAl = s i HoUS T MOUSE. (Mus musculus ),

o Found not to be common ont the reserve. Two werc caugsht
Thets = | S using universal bait in.a mediim E & AoTem BN e

. i lrapy ‘The sedime Bilioti trap was set norith of the

lake in a 1ine'of'twenty five wvaried traps which traversaod
‘" Low open-<forest of Cdsﬁdriﬁ::huegeliana associated
With,Acacia acunmiinata on sandy soils, .

The large Flliott was set in:a line of nine larze Zllioctts
‘.north of the lake along the eastern bank of the croelk
‘inlet which is lined with Melaleucas and Fucalyptus

o rudis, ' !

'LITTLE:BAT’TEptesicus_regulus)

One specimen was shot at. dusk on the north western
‘perimeter of - the lake where the laké bed was dry an
'suppqrting-a:Low:open+Wbodland'of Casuarina.

. This little bat was often seen around dusk and after
:darkjof:éachjevéning and appeared to be cowmmon where
ever. the vegetation supplied shelter and hellow Iimbs,

:;ECHiDNA (TadﬁYgIOSsus acuie&tu5)

Some'scratchings amoungst fallen YWhite Ant infested timber
wére:observgd'in.the:Yo:ktgum_wqodlanddnorthxof{the '
1&ke"éﬁﬁ“§65%§;ﬁéfé'disa?reéorded in a similar aren
suggééting this:animal‘SEpresnnCﬂ. '

'I;'j'_- as" RADELIT (Oryctolagué cuniculus)

A fTew of these animnals were sighted atter darlk, espoecially
along the perimeter of the lake where the sandy ridzes

of the lalke's shore ad joins privately owned DProperiy,
umbers were not consicdered to be in pest »roportiocns,

M CAT (Felis catus)

il 1 : ;

T w Cite cat wos observed at a distalice during a traverse
}y of the reserve after dari on the castern shoreline

e of the lake, Ve were tnable to colleet the Specimen
L1 ] N N

i ‘ Tor gut content anaivsis,

L)

FOX (Vulpes vulpes )

Fox scats were observed along the creclc inlet wherce it
enters Lake Toolibin. Trom the north,.
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REPTILES AND TROGS
NNOTATED LIST

AGAMIDAT

Amphibolurus barbatus minor., :
One specimen was observed on. g stump of a Banksia
on the qaldy eastern perimeter of the}lake.

SCINCIDAE
Trachynaurus « dgesug,
RcasonabLy LOﬂMC throuﬂnovt the o1t1re -area One

'n’waﬁ fra ped in a largc ‘Elliott using universal
bait,

Cryptoblepnqrus Plagiocephalus.

Several observed on fallen timber anc truiaks of troes

in the Low open- woon]and of ﬁagks:a»prionotea cloy the
castern perimoter - of the reserve and:- in the Gnen - wood Lad
of iork Gumdxo thc north of the lake,

:VARANID\L

faranus FOUldll.

A comnon spcc1es tnrourhout tde reserve, especially in
the: sandy goil t}fpes, associated with Danksia, Bucalypts
and Acacias, Where thedir: thloql]y excavated burrows

were found to-be Numerosus, :

Four were vaucnt in, Blliot+! trins, three in large lllotté
and one 11 a nedlum Flllott Three were batteg with
tnives "sal balt and one v1iq nonev

PTODACTYLTDA“

ejeloporu : lbopunctqtus. “ s
One coliected from a pit trap set in doen vellow soils

on the eastern ooundavw of. the reserve anoungst a woodland
of Banksia Prionctes, Buecalyptus loxophiieba ana Acacia
acuninata,
These frogs are found to be common throu hout tth
Particular section of Vestern Australia where they often
cnerge from cover following summer thunderstorms and

first winter rains,

Heleioporus eyrei.

One collected from a pit trap set in a sandy Open-hieath
ol Melaleuca and Calld stamon Uheonial with emergentsa
of Hanlksia Prionotes,

(iid) DISCUSSION
Five days and Tour nizhts were spent on the resecrve.,
Species of manmmals and reptilés'collectod'ahd CLsorvad

were fouud to be typical of the area.

Trap lines were wWell placed and usually did aot CORNTiso
of more fthan fwenty five traps Per line,
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fach form of Habiltal was vrepresented by a trap line.

December was chosen as the wmost liiely time of the year
when the mamntal population shouid be at it's pealk. Lalie
Toolibin was dry and had been for some menilis and it was
thouzht that the availabilitiy of the. largze expanse of the
lake bed would disperse the torreutrlal fauna, thus naking

the task of trapping them sreater, Usually, when the lale

is full the terrestrial fauna are rostricted to the
‘narrow vesetated perimeters of ‘the reserve, cought between

the waters

and neighuvouring cleared propeviics,

Trapping results were noor and indicanted an even less
variety and quantity oo first avticisated. The vdreceeding
uT;_YEJLC to this Uccoembor has not co;trlou'on =3 Lier

to the availaBility of maﬁﬁai"humbers on the reéserve. In
fact it is probably one of tho causes for the avpparent

low in mmmbers. This can be further shown Ly Lo fact

of Bungarras (Varanus gouldii) entewing traps, much snallmr
than their overall length, for universal bait and houey,

Tn the recent past this goauna has expeoricnced a ﬂra UL .C
rize.in population followed by two dry vears causing

a serious - depletion of food stociks which is normally
-attractud by the laké situation., It appears now that itliere
15 little focd in the area fqr them. '
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poor
.The'e tremely restrlc >ed veﬁetated areas andfdiversity

“of anLLats on the rescrve probably accounts for the 1a
“of variety of terrestrial fauna sl places these few existin

species in a delicately halanced =ituation. The acquisition

'fiaﬂd secuan<'of additional adjoining bushland will
‘Tcontribute 00151d0¢AL1y to ithe continued cxistance of
‘tire. residont fauna. [ '
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(P u Lambert)
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