



















































































Plate 1. A different view of the 'severe slope' illustrated in plate 1 of
the S.W.F.D.F. Report. The slope referred to is on the right of the above
picture. It is a short sharp pinch which is only a small proportion of the
overall coupe. There is no erosion on the slope. It would be impossible
to withhold this small area from cutting without it being damaged. This
type of country is treated as a 'special care' situation.

Plate 2. An aerial view of Brockman 14 coupe as above showing the 'steep’
area centre top. The top left hand dark spots are cloud shadows. It forms

only 1.6 per cent of the coupe. Degree of slope is not the only factor in
erosion.



3. An erosion barrier on the snig track on the eastern end of the

illustrated on plate 1 of the S.W.F.D.F. Report.

The course of the cross

is outlined in the centre of the picture. Careful attention has been

to the question of erosion caused by snig tracks.
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Plate 4. An area in Fly Brook 2 which illustrates the error in the S.W.F.D.F's.
plate 10 which suggests that the area is a swamp. It is a loading site and

the stumps and snig tracks are clearly evident. 1In the middle distance is

a short pinch described on page 5 of the S.W.F.D.F. report as one of the
steepest valley-side slopes - 21 degrees. Apart from the shallowness of the
pinch, it only amounts to 0.7 per cent of a total 70 hectares.
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Plate 5. This log was claimed in Plate 13 page 18 of the S.W.F.D.F. Report
as having been rejected for either sawmilling or chipping. The tree was not
felled in the initial operation for safety reasons. It was subsequently felled
after the stem with which it had been interlocked was pushed over by a special
bulldozer at the time of scrub rolling. That portion of the log suitable for
chipping will be removed with other material in a nearby stockpile. The history
of the log is well known to departmental officers and industry representatives
and would have been conveyed to any interested party requesting the reason why
it has not been used.
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REGENERATION

The whole forest industry revolves around
successful regeneration and the following plates illustrate

the results achieved through clearfelling and hand planting

in the karri and karri/marri forests.

The

A clear felled area after burning and during hand planting.

Plate 6.
It is carried out the

Department makes no apology for hand planting.
winter following the burn and normally within 12 months of felling.

the seed tree method the time span could be 4/5 years.

With



Plate 7. A recently planted karri seedling.

Plate 8. One year old planted regeneration. This area is referred to in
the S.W.F.D.F. Report as "two year old hand planted seedlings." This would
suggest that, to the eyes of the Foundation surveyors, the system is
successful.
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Piate 9. BAn 8 year old stand of karri planted near Quininup
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Note

from advanced growth.

Plate 10.

A 13 year old karri plantation at Moon's Crossing.
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CONCLUSION

It is not intended in this paper to comment on
the recommendations of the S.W.F.D.F. Report because
it is considered that they are based on misconceptions
and lack of proper technical appreciation of the

integrated sawmilling - woodchip industry.

Also it is believed that many allegations would
not have been made if those who carried out the survey
and compiled the Report had sought explanation from
the Department and had taken it into proper consideration.

As has been said earlier the Department has spent
considerable time with members of the Foundation and,
to its knowledge, has not refused any reasonable request

for information, advice or explanation.

The Department strenuously denies that it has
failed to properly manage forest activities including
environmental aspects of the sawmilling-woodchip
industry in the Manjimup region.

On the contrary it is considered that overall the
environmental and practical achievements have been
better than was anticipated. This applies particularly

to regeneration.

There is no evidence that the karri forest is
being irreversibly changed by any forest activities
including woodchipping and the Department would welcome
any objective, competent and detailed investigation to
judge the wvalidity of this.

A recent statement by the Hon. H.D. Evans, M.L.A.
a previous Labor Minister for Forests endorses the
Government's viewpoint that the karri forest is not

being irreversibly changed.








