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1
Head of Crested Grebe

(Podiceps cristatus)

2
Head of Pelican

I Pe lecanus cohspicillat us )

3
Head of Pink-eared Duck

( M alac or h y nc hus m e m b ranac e us )

4
Head of Avocet

( Recu iros|ra novaeho|lawliae)

5
Leg of Coot
( Ful ica atru)

6
Head of Swamphen

(Gallinula porpiyrio)

7
Head of Curlew

( N u me nius m ad agasca rie nsis )

8
Leg of Dusky Moorhen

(Ga inula tenebrcsa)

I
Leg of Silver Gull

( Larus novaehollandiae)
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8 .  P ied  S t i l t  (H i ,nan topus  h inan topus )

9 .  C res ted  Grebe  (pod iceps  c r i s ta tus ,

10. Bl-ack Srran (CAgnus a.tratus)

11 .  White-faced Heror-  (Ard.ea nooaehol la.ndiae )

12. Bar-tai l -ed codwi_ts (Linosa Lapponica)

13 .  F reck led  Duck  (S t i c tone t ta .  naeuosa)

14 .  S t raw-necked  Ib i s  (Th t ,esk io rn .Ls  l p ln i coLL is )

15 .  Musk  Duck  (B l z ' t u ra  Loba ta )
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TABLE ].. WATERBIRDS REGULARLY RECORDED ON V{ETLANDS
OF SOUTH-WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

coltlltoN NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME NESEING IIABITAT

[ittle Grebe

Eoary-heaaleat Grebe

Black Comorant
Little alack cornorant
Pieal cornorant
little Pieal Comorant

Darter

rftrle Bittern

ALack Bittern

Nankeen Night Eeron

lihite Egret

lihite-faceal Eeron

white-neckedl Heron

$hite Ibis

Stlaw-neckedl Ibis

Yello0-biIIeal Spoonbi11

Alack sran

Freckled Duck

ilountain Duck

Black Duck

Grey Teal

Chestnut Teal

Pink-eareal Duck

nhite-eyed 'Duck

alue-billed Duck

Srvamp llarrie!

' lewin trater-Rail

Aanaled RaiI

Spotless Crake

BIack-tailed Native-sen

Dusky Moorhen

Red-kneeat Dotterel
Itoodled Dotterel

alack-frontedl Dottele1

Padicepe noraeho l land iae

Pad ieepe po l locephd lus

Pod ieepe c rna td tug

PeLecdhus eonep ic i  T ld tus
Phd lderocora t  ed?ba
Pha l ,ac?ocata t  aubn !ae  t f i  e
Pha lac toco ta t  oa? ius
PhaT de lo  c  o ta t  ne  La f t  o  leuc  aB

Botau!# po; ci L op lr'il'ue

I tob?!chu6 n [nu tu8

Lob,y  chus  f  l ,a t i caL l ie

N!  c t i . co la t :  caLedonacuB

Ardea no tdehoLLand iae

ardea paci.fica

Ih resk io tnh  no l ,ucca

rhresknorn is  sp in ieoLL ig

PLata lea  f la r ipeg

c !g1 tB d t rd tua

St ie tanet ta  taerosa

rado?ta  tado"no iAee

Anae orperc i .L i .aaa

asae s ibbe l i f "aM

Anae !h !nchot ls

Mal ac o?hy nehts ne nb I anac eue

At thya  du6t?a l i .g

cheno e t ta  jubata

o t lu?a au6t ta lne

Bi .a i .u ra  Lobata

Cnrcus apptornnane

Pandnon ha lnaetug
F a L L U B  p e c t o r d L i . s

R a L L u s  p h i Z L l : p p e n s i e

Po?zana prc i l ld

Porzdrc  f tuk ined

Pa!zana tdbuercns

c d l . l i n " L a  r e n t " a L ; s

ca lL i ,nu la  tenebrcaa

cd7 l1 : . f lu la  pa?pha a

cha?ad? iug  c in . tue
charadt i .us  cucu lLa tas

cha lda  a6  ne ldnopB

Aquatic insects

Aquatic insects

Aquatic dinals

Fish and crustacea
Fish and clustacea
Eistr andl crustacea
Fish andl crustacea
Fish anal other
aquatic animals
Fish and othe!
aquatlc aninals
Frogs, crustacea,
f i sh
SmII aquatic

F ish ,  c fus tacea,
fro9s
Snal] aquatic

Fish aAal frogs anal
other snall aquatic

c rus tacea,  f logs ,
insec ts '  f i sh .
$rall aquatic

snall aquatic

Snall aquatic and

Smal1 aquatic

Aquatic vegetation,

Aquatic vegetation

Mainly aquatic
animals and plants
Mainty aquatic

Aquatic plants anat

l4ainly aquatic

Aquatic plants anal

iricroscopic plants

!4ainly aquati.c

Telrestrial plants,
na in ly  g rasses
Aquatic plaDts and

Aquatic anirals anal
sone vegetatiol
sMU waterbirats
and other slnall

F ish
hsec ts ,  no l luscs ,

Sna1l animals aDaI

$na]1 aquatic

snall aquatic
aninals anal plants
Small aquatic
anirnals aDd plants

terrestriat Plants
Pfan ts

P lan ts ,  f logs ,
no1 luscs ,  c rus tacea
Aquatic vegetation
and snatl anilllals
Aquatic insects
Aquatic insects and
othe! snall aquatic

Insects and othe!

Anong rushes or on lafts of
floating veqetation.
Among rushes or on rafts of
floating vegetatiod.
Atrong rlrshes or oD rafts of
f,l.oating vegetatioD.
Is landls.
Blanches ot trees in sramPs.
Branches of trees in swanPs.
offshore islanals.
Branches of trees in siranps.

Branches of trees in starnPs.

Rushes anal lot, tiee-branches

I,ol' tree-branches in sltamPs.

Loir tlee-branches in sltamPs.

Trees rn swamPs.

UsuaIIy trees in $'tarnPs.

Usually trees in swanps,

Rushes anal tlees in swanPs.

usually rushes and trees

Bushes arlal trees in srarnps.

Islands anal dlense swanp

Bushes andl trees just above

gollol,'s in trees often away

on ground, or in bushes and

E6tloss in treesr narginal

OD grourd or iD nBrginal

Bushes and holes in trees

Rushes, bushes aDat !!ees

Holes id t rees.

Rushes in slramps.

Rushes aDal bushes iD swdps.

Rushesr crops near $etlanals.

In trees or on grourd.
Rushes in swanps.

On groundl aong qrass.

Rushes in swanps.

Rushes in swanps.

Rushes in swmps.

ltarginal swdp vegetatio$.

Nests low in rushes, bushes

Rushes and alense vegetation

low in swanp vegetation.

on grounal near water.
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TABLE 2. WATERBIRDS OCCASIONALLY RECORDED ON WETLANDS
SOUTH-WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NA!4E

*
*

Catt le Eqret
Reef Her6n
Lit t le Egret
clossy Ibis
Royal Spoonbill-
Magpie Goose
Whistling Tree-Duck
Mute Swan
Mallard
Garganey
Green Pigmy Goose
White-breasted Sea Eaqle
Painted Snipe
Pied Oystercatcher
Double-banded Dotterel
Mongol-ian Dotterel
Oriental Dotterel
Austral-ian Dotterel-
Turnstone
Terek Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Long-toed Stint
Sanderl ing
Broad-billed Sandpiper
Bl-ack-tailed Godwi t
Ruff  (d) an4 Reeve (9)
Australian Pratincole
Oriental  Prat incole
Paci f ic GuI l
KeIp Gul l
Gul l -bi l1ed Tern
Roseate Tern
Arct ic Tern
White -winged Black Tern

ArdeoLa  ib i s
Egre t ta  sac ra
Egretta g az, ze t ta
PLegad is  fa le ineLLus
PLa taLea  reg ia
Anseranua  sen ipaLmata
Dendrocggna arcuata
Cygnue  oLo r
Anas  p  La tA  Thy  nchos
Anas  que rqueduLa
Net tapu l  pu l cheLLus
I laLi  ae e tus Leuc o gas t  e z,
Ro  s  t z ,  a tu l  a  b  en  gha l  ens  i  s
Haematopu l  os t ra .Legus
Charadr, ,Lus bi  c inctus
Charadr ius mongolue
Charadr lus oev'edua
PeL tohyas  aus  t yaLd  s
Arenaria interpz'es
Tz, inga cineyea
Ca l i dy , i s  meLano tos
CaL id t i s  subminu ta
Croce th ia  aLba
L im icoLa  fa le ineLLus
L imosa  L imosa
Phi lonachus pugnac:
S  t ' L l t i a  i s  ab  eLLa
GLayeoLa  pz 'a t i ncoLa
Laz'us paci f icus
Larus dominicanus
S te rna  n i . Lo t i ca
S te?na  dougaLL i
S te rna  pa rad i sea
Ste rna  Leuc  op  tez ,a .

* fntroduced Species -
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Plate s.-Nankeen Nigbt Heron fNrctlcorux caledonica)
Photo by R. Garstone

Plate 7....-Pied Cornorant ( Phalacrocorat yafius)
Photo by V.N. Serventy

Plat€ 6.-Yellow-billed Spoonbtll ( Platalea flaipes )
Photo by R. Garstone

Plate 8.-Pied Stilt (Hihantopus himontopus)
Photo by A. and S.R. Tingay
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Plale 14.
S!raw-necked Ib is

( Threskianis spininUis )
Photo by A.  and S.R..Tingay

Plate 13.
Freckled Duck
lSt ic tanet ta naerosa)
Photo by E- Slater

Plate 15.
Musk Duck

Photo by R. Garstone
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(migrants f rom the northern hemisphere) also frequent
the wetlands during surnmer as water level-s dec]ine' r a = . r i - ^  1 . , ^ 6  5 - e a s  o f  s h a l l o w s  a n d  e x n o s e d  m r r d  -

ideal  wader feeding habitat .  Fl-ocks of  several
hundred Sharp-tai led Sandpipers have been noted -
an unusual s ight in south-western Austraf ia.  The
rare Pectoraf Sandpiper has also been recorded.

3. Egrets,  I lerons and Ibis:  White Egret,  White Ibis
and Straw-necked Ibis are part icular ly abundant on
the Busselton Wetl-ands .

4.  Pe] icans: The Vasse Estuary appears to be an
; n n ^ , r - r h +  - r - - ^ i - d  n l r a a  f n r  f  t . \ . . 1  c  n f  m i a r : t - i n nr r L t P ( , !  L - o r r L  r L - a 9 r r r v  y r q v u  ! v !  v !  ! L L 4 Y ! q u r r r Y

Pel- icans. Though numbers in the Busselton area are
usual ly Iow, f locks of  204 and 3f6 were recorded in
March of 1975 and 1976 respect ively -  at  the t ime
when many south-west Pel icans were moving towards
their  breeding grounds in the north-west of  the
State .

THE NEED FOR MANAGEMENT

Almost the ent i re area of the Busselton Wetlands ( that
is,  the Broadwater and the Vasse and wonnerup Estuar ies)
is in pr ivate ownership.  The main form of land-use-
r a t - i r r i + \ '  . t -  h r a e a n +  i q  r r r r : 1  n r i n n i n e l l r r  r r r e z i n r r  o fq L I / ! L J L r l u

catt le.  Exist ing fencel ines extend throughout the
\, /et lands, enabl ing stock to graze r ight to the water I  s
edge. water levels recede dramatical- l -y dur ing sulnmer
months and large areas of  the estuar ies may be used for
summer pasture.

Unfortunately,  th is grazing act iv i ty has some detr imentaf
e f f6 . fq  r rnon  the  w i l d l i f e  va lue  o f  t he  l / r e t l ands .
Trampl ing and grazing of  marginal  vegetat ion occurs and
thj-s may disrupt the nest ing act iv i t ies of  a number of
waterbird species, part icular ly ducks'  sv/ans and waders.

In Jufy 1976, the Environmentaf Protect ion Author i ty -

af ter consider ing recommendat ions from the conservat ion
Through Reserves Cornmit tee'  var ious submissions from the
publ ic,  and recommendat ions from a speclal  Review
committee - made the following recommendations to
Governnent concerning management of the Broadwater and
the Vasse and Wonnerup Estuar ies.

"The EPA recognises that as a resul t  of  i l l -def ined high
water mark boundaries,  there is a manageftent conf f j -ct
between wet land reserves and adjacent farmlands. The
EPA bel ieves that the fol- lowing reconmendat ions wi l I
resul t  in a mutual ly agreeable arrangement for fencing
the areas concerned.
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Upon compl-etion of the mapping stuclies, the Department
will- proceed to consult direct.ly with lanilholders in
the area with a vierr to impl-ementing the Cabinet-
enclorsed EPA reconmendations. Specifically the
Department will seek landholdersr agreement to managing
areas of high conservation value in a manner which will
maintain and improve their value to wildlife.
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