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P R E F E C E

In the preparation of vorking plans, every effort is nadle to coEPly

nith the trisheg of such interestedl parties as local resLdlents and organlzations,

where their wishes are compat!-ble r'ith tbe BroPer nanagenent of a National

Park.
:

It€ plan proviiles gruidlelines for the day to tlay vorkinq of ttre National

parks. staff, ancl is subject to periodlic revision andl noalifLcation by the

NationaL Parks Authority.

F.G. SI4ITH

DIAECTOR OF NATIONAI, PARKS
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WA]-YI'NGA NATIONAL PARK

1 . Location and Tenure

I.I Walyunqa National Park lies to the east of t}Ie Darllng Escargnent

and on both sidles of the swan Riv.er: vhere it is Joineal by wooroloo

Brook. It is located in the Shl-re of Swan.

I-2 A portion of Swan Location 1316 aral a portion of Swan LocatLon 2,

a total of 1 618 hectares h'ere purchasedl by the National Parks

Boaral by agreement from l.lount Lawley Pty. Ltal., l Septedber 1969,

pal,'ment being by annual instal-nents. The lanat inclucles the liver

bed.

1.3 A smaller porLion, Reserve 2065, purpose National Park, was

vested in the National Parks Board 23 October 1970. Minor

aclclitiens were made to ttre north and east of the reserve anel

on the norttr bank of the Avon River on 25 AugnJSt 1972 and, 2I

June 1974 respectively. The latter aaldition also includes the

river. Itre area of Reserve 2065 is I72 ha-

l-.4 Portions of both the former Mt. I€.r,rley Landl ancl tbe Reserve

have been excised for railway purposes, J9 ,lanuarf/ 1973. 1!tre

park is divj-dled by the railway reserve with its permanent way

and service road. Access to the railway lieserve is controlledl

by locketl gates.
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Attracti-ons and Present Use

2.L Resources

2.1.1 Ehe park, situated near where the Swan River energes from

the Darling Escarpment, is iieeply clisectecl by the river

valIey. In the park, the Swan River is about 30 metres

above sea level and the landl rises steeply to 244 m on the

plateau.

The river runs roughly from north to south rritb large

permanent pools separateil by stony rapids. I,tooroloo

Brook, in its or'm deeply cut valley, comes l.n from the

2.J,-2 cranite is fairly close to the surface and outcrops occux

on the slopes. The presence of diorite dlykes is indicated

by surface clay and stands of Wanaloo wood.land. At higher

Ieve1s, there are rermants of lateritj-c deposits.

2.1.3 Itre topography and geologla is such that underground

fresh water has proved irnpossible to find. The rivers

are brackish and polluted anil not drinka-ble. However,

the mean annual rainfall, according to publisheal isohytes,

is about 860 run, occurring mostly during the winter nonths

April- - Septenltrer.

2.1.4 The tops of the highest hiUs and plateau areas ale covered

with Jarrah open forest, and the slopes on the r{testern

side of the river valley are also weLl wooded. However

the lowest hills and the eastern slopes have a sparse tree

cover. Itre railway is the source of many fires, ancl the

abnormal frequency of fire is a major factor responsible

for the poor contlition of the vegetation in some sections

of the park.

2,1-.5 Estirates of kangaroo popul-ation are between IOO andl 2OO.

Emus, foxes and echidnas have also been reported. A pigftrry

possum was founcl in a rubbish bin. Forty six varieties

of birds have been reported. in recent months.
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2.2 Attractions

2.2,1 Although the park is srnall, it does have the essential

element of fine scenery. The dleeply j-ncised valley rrittr

its woodeal slopes and rocky outcrops is lrost attractive.

Distant views are obtainable bott! of the valley andl of the

coastal plain below the escartrment.

2.2.2 ttre river with its large pernanent pools, is at its best

in winter, but even in sr:rmpr it provides a vital elenent

to the scenic beauty of the park.

2.2.3 The open forest and the wooalland prowide pleasant Ehaate

and are restful to the eye. In late winter anal spring ttre

flowering shrubs add. to t}te alelights of the park.

2.2.4 T:he wildlife i-s elusive but the quiet and patient are

usually rewarded with glirnpses of kangaroos and bird life.

2-2.5 The main foci of attraction are Walyrmga pool, Long poo1,

the Lookout and during times of flooat, Syd's Rapid.

2.3 Present  Use

2.3.1 The majority of visitors come to Wa1]runga poo1, Long pool

or the Lookout for a picnic. Some nay strolL for a short

distance, othens take longer walks, particularly up the

river bank from Lonq pool.

2.3.2 Canoeing is a major activity, particu].arly in the winter

when the river is in flootl. Tl.e Avon Descent in which

power boats as well as canoes are involved causes the

greatest visitor pressure on the park. Itris event attracts

both conpetitors and.spectators in nrmbers which exceed the

vehicle capacity of the park, on ttre dlay of the event anal

during the weeks proceeding it.

2.3.3 A conflict of interests among two classes of park users,

the picnickers and the canoeists, arises during the perj-od

of intense river use.

i
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2.3.4 Orienteering is carried out by groups of ten or more people

and does not interfere with the activities of other park

users.

2.3.5 Bush walking is increasingly popular, both by d,ay walkers

and also by those who walk for several days up the Avon

val ley.

2.3.6 Many of the picnickers, those who come in large groups,

play ganes under tlle trees. Some swi-m in Vfalyunga pool.

Swimning in Long Pool is discouraged. because of the dlanger

from underwater snaqs .

2.3.7 In additj-on to the back-pack bush walkers, camping is

carxied. out by smaIl groups in alefined. areas rrittr permission.

Campers are cu.rrently linited to not more thal 12 persons

altogether and for no more than two nights. No facilities

for caJrpers are provided.

2.3.8 Ttre sale of entrance fee tickets indicated that between

. 2OO ancl 30O cars, many full, visit the park each Sunday

during the rrinter months. this fj-$Ee has been considerably

exceeded on the occasion of the Avon Descent.

2.3,9 with 200 cars in the park, ttre existing facilities are

fully occupietl anil the pressure on the foci of attractions

is heavlr, exceeding the capabj,lity of the natural environment

to recover. The river banks are worn bare and trees are

tlying in the parkj-ng areas. Erosion is occurring all

through the areas of attractj-on. On busy atays 3OO to 350

cars nay be present.
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Existing Facilities

3.1 A well engineereal and sealed access road runs fron the creat

Northern Highway to Walyunga PooI and to Long Pool, where it endls -

3-2 The Lookout has a short gravel access road from Clifton Roadl,

\rhich leads off from o'Brien Road and the Toodlyay Road.

3.3 Ttte car park at walyunga PooI is sealed, but run-off is causing

erosion at the edges ancl gullying of the river bark. The car

park at Iong PooI is unsealed. Contor.r.r drains have been providetl

to prevent run-off from further damaging the river banks. The

contorE banks have been effective in reducing the speed of vehicles

in the parking area, and j-n keepj-ng vehicles away from the river

bart<. A small parking area is provided at the Iookout.

3.4 waterborne toilets are provi-ded at both walyunga pool and Long

Pool. The high salt content of the water supply anal the mixture

of copper and galvanised. iron fittings has resulted in rapid.

deterioration of the plunbing.

3 . 5 Picnic tables and. baxbeques have been provided at Walyunga and

Long Pool and at the Lookout. Ttrese are all heavilv used.

3.6 A Rangerr s house and garage is provitled near walyunga pool.

The supply of fresh lrater has depentleal upon roof catclunent.

The continuing search for underground fresh water supplies has

been totally unsuccessful. A dan has now been constructed in a

very discreet area. It is hoped that this will provide fresh

\r'ater for all purposes in the park.
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Present Staff and control

4.L one resident ranger is housed within the park, beside the rnain

access road at walyunga PooI.

4 . 2 I'lxe resident ranger is suPported at weekentls and on public holidays

by a ranger from John Forrest National Park who mans the park

entrance and collects entrance fees.

During the week, entrance fees are collected by an honour box-

It is reported that most of the canoeists refuse to use the honour

box although they make heavy use of the facilities including

toilet blocks and firewood.

Ttre existing staff are unable to control the Lookout area arld the

eastern side of the park. canoeists enter the park vj-a o'Brien

Road and use firebreaks and the railway access road, by-passing

No AccEss signs and a gate on the railway track. Tr.ail- bike riders

are also uncontrollable in that area. Some shooting takes place

by people on horses.

During busy days, the ranger is fully occupied on the tvestern side

of the park. Access to the eastern side is by fords over the swan

River and wooroloo Brook and via the railway service road. This route

becomes impassable as soon as the rains begin, and the only

alternative is a 40 km route via Upper swan and the Toodyay andl

OrBrien Roads. Accordingly, servicj-ng the eastern side is practicable

only once a week and control of mis-use impossible.

Ttre close proximity to the metropolitan area results in the

invasion of the park at night by drunken and destructive groups.

These are attended to by the resident ranger turning out whenever

he hears the uproar.

4 . 3

4.7 At times' the pressure on the park gets out of hand with more thar-

3oo vehicles fiuing the available parking areas and lining the

road way to such an extent that people having entered' find no

where to park and leave angrily.

Ttle aquatic event knowD as t].e Avon Descent, held in JuIy each

year causes a gross over-use of the park by competitors and

4 . 8
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spectators to the dletriment of genuine National Park visitors.

4-9 I'he bareness of the river banks and areas atljoining the car parks,

the tleath of trees frotn soil compacLion anal deprivation of soil

moisture ancl the wearing of footpaths along the river banks

indicates an over-use of the park, beyonit that which can be

sustained by the natural conalitions in the areas of attraction.

4.10 ltrere have been reports of competitors in the aquatic events

cutting back the vegetation in the river, as welt as forcing

motor boats through thickets of young regeneration- There is

no way in rvhich the present staff can prevent this.

4.11 A kiosk caravan is located in the park and is open for the sale

of refreshments only irregmlarly. It imposes an adlilitional

workload on the ranger and. adds greatly to the snall almost-

impossible-to-remove litter in the park.
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5. objectives of Management and Appropriate Public Use

5.1 It is necessary to recall t] le basic objects of National Park

Management :-

5.1.1 to protect the scenery, vegelatj on and animai l i fe frorr

disfignrrement, damage or destructiont

5.1.2 to provide facil i t ies for the enjoFnent in appropriate ways

of the natural resources of the park by the puJ:lic; ald

5.1.3 to apply ecological management to correct the unnatural

influences of Man and to permit the natural environrnent

to be maintained bv nature.

5.2 The inmediate objectives in the management of Walyunga National

Park are to -

5.2-L Linit the use of the area to numbers of vehicles and

persons which can be accommodated without further deteriorat.ion

of the natural features (N.P.A. Regulation No. 4);

5.2.2 Confine activit ies within the park to those r.rhich are

appropr.iate to a National Park situation and which will

not cause further damage to the park, or detract from

visitors enjoyment of National Park resou-rces i

5.2.3 Provide adequate staff for the control, management anal

interpretation of the park;

5.2.4 Modify the design of the parking areas to prevent erosion

of water run off and revegetate the adjoining river banks

and reclaimed parts of parking areas.

5-2-5 Prevent further erosion of footpaths along the river bank

between Wal)n]nga ?ooL and Syd's Xapids.

5-2.6 Provide alterDative attractions to park vj-sitors and.

picnickers such as nature trails with the appro!'r iate

interpretive material.
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5.2.7 Protect the park resources and the visitors' enjo)ment of

them by prohibit ing the lar:aching or landing of motor

boats in the park.

5.2.8 Protect the park from damage, vandalism and nr-is-use by

closing entrance to tbe park at night.

5.3 The foll,owing activit ies are appropriate in this park :-

\ralking

hiking

picnicking

camping

h a + r r 1 6  c + ! r d v

h h ^ f ^ d r : n h r r

painting

canoetng

5.3.1 Walks are popular along the river bank. Another walk

can be established at the Lookout leading to a much better
' I  

^^L^r r+  h^ i  h+

5.3.2 The variety of..eglt.t ion and topography in the pank

lends itself to the provision of nature trails. These

provide facil i t ies for walking and nature study.

5.3.3 Hiking is increasingly popular and should be encouraged.

As hikers may be at'ay for several days, a recognized area

where they can leave their vehicles is desirabte,

5.3.4 Picnicking is intensive. wood burning barbeques may have

to be phased out and the public encouraged to bring their

own gas barbeques as they need them.

5.3.5 Camping, other than that practiced by hikers who carry

their tents on their backs, should be permitted on a

lilrlited scale only. It is reconnended that no more than

one group of twelve persons, inctuding teachers, scout-

masters or officers, should. be permitted to camp at any

one time on the designated camping site. Each party should

be limited to a maximum of three nj-ghts.



5.3.6 The discreet interstate or touring campervan rernaining

in a parking area overnight should be pernitteal. However,

on the occasion of the Avon Descent, no campj-ng should be

peruitted in the parck other than that providled for in 5.3.5

by persons not associated with the event.

5.3.7 Ttre use of the river for canoeing should be permitted,

but notor boats excludedl entirely. Canoeists reguire

launching and hauling out places. these receiwe heavy

wear and shoultl be suitably provided with wooden ramps.

As the canoeists also contribute substantially to the wear

on the river banks as they carry their canoes upstream,

walkways are required. No marks should. be inserted in

the river or attached to trees or banks sithout written

permission.

5.3.8 Orienteering has been penrdtted for several years arrd on

the scale being practiced is not effecting park values.

It does j-n fact appear to be an appropriate way of enjoying

and appreciating a National parck, so long as j-t is not

allowed to develop into a spectator sport. On this under-

stanaling orienteering should be permj-tted to continue.
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Proposed Staff and Facil it ies

6 . 1  s t a f f

o - z

6.I.1 The first ranger was appointed to walyunga in ,tune 1969

and was provided with an assistant and a ticket collector

for Sundays and public holidays. Sj,nce the resignation

of the assistant in 1971 the park has been controlled onl-y

by the resident ranger and the ticket collector.

6.!.2 The increase in popularity of the park arld pressures exerteil

by the rise in canoeing and use of off road vehicles males

it necessarlz to provide a second resident ranger. This

man should be housed on the eastern side of the river.

From this positj-on he rriu, if necessary, be able to

provide some supervision also of Avon Vat1ey National Park,

and rapid assistance to the resident rcanger in that park

in emergencies. Itre pressures on Walyunga are such that

the housing of the second resident there should be given

priority over the Avon Valtey.

6.1.3 The cu.rrent practice of provicling a Ranger from Jobn

Forrest National Park to control the entrance at Walyunga

on weekends and public holidays should continue.

6.1.4 It should be noted that in an emergency, such as a fire

outbreat, both Yanchep and John Forrest National Park

provide assistance at short notice. But these parks have

their own needs for staff and cannot be depentled upon to

be able to supply help on busy days indefinitely.

Roads

6.2.1 Public access roads are adequate at present. The main

entrance requires a lockable gateway with suitabte liqhting.

Future provision should allow for a divided road. for one

I.Iay entry and exit, to facilitate ttre departure of visitors

who do not h'ish to remain because of pets or other reasons,

including a full park.



- 1 2 -

6.2.2 Access from one side of the river to the other should

be confined to management purposes onIy. The existing

track leading down to the river near Long pool requires

the provision of a concrete drain, and hard. surfacing.

6.2.3 Ttle river crossing should be upgraded by means of a pipe

and concrete floodway which permits a depth of about 30

centimetres over it during normal winter rain periods,

thereby allowing the passage of canoes dohrn ttre river.

6.2.4 This access, which lead.s to the railway road on the east

side,wil l require a suitable locked gate. The Ranger

holds the keys to the gates on the railway road and j,s

penLitted to use it for management purposes.

6 .3  Car  Parks

6.3.1 Walyunga Pool car park is in irmnediate need of a revision

of planning and drainage to prevent erosion. A planting

progranme should be started as soon as the detailed

planning is completed.

6.3.2 Long Pool .u.t p..k has suffered very heavy use in recent

years with much loss of vegetation and death of trees.

Picnic areas anil parking areas need to be arranged in

terraces, with lawns and trees established for picnicking,

separated from the car park by masses of native shrubs.

The rciver bank should be planted with shrubs and barricaded

except for two separate access stairs to the river. A

footpath should be made availabte along the river edge and

along the management track.

The car park should be surfaced with bitumen and properly

drained, Paved footpaths should lead from the car park to

the lawn areas. Each tefface should have paved. path\,rays

between each level. Adequate shade trees should be providled

for both picnic areas and car parks. l,ong pool witl have

to be closed down as a parking and picnic area while it is

being rceconstructed.

6.3.3 Walyunga Lokout also requires a detaileal site plan for a

landscaping and planting prograrnme.
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6.4 Pathways

Between Walyunga Pool and Long Pool and. running north from Long

PooI towards Syalrs Rapifls the footpath requires paving in many

sections to provide a safe, pleasant and confortable means of

walking along the bank of the river.

6.5 water supply

6.5.1 ltuch of what is proposed in upgratling the parking and picnj.c

areas to lrithstand. the tlT)e of use ttrey are being subjectedl

to depends upon a good supply of fresh water. A dam has

been constructed antl at the time of writing, suffj-cient

rainfaLl to fil l it is awaitetl.

6.5.2 The corrosive water and the mixture of galvanizeil iron

and copper in the plunibing has lead to serious deterioration

in the existing pipes. The plunbing to toilet facilitj-es

will have to be renewed.

6.6 Information

6.6.1 Provision j-s needed for informing visitors about the

park. Initial-ly this can be provided by means of dispLay

boards at the park entrance. At a later stage, a small

information centre can be establ-ished..

6.6.2 Directi-onal signs are needed for the various walking trails,

but care should be taken to keep sigms to the absolute

minimrm.

6.6.3 Ttre provision of nature trails will present an opportunity

to give visitors information about the natural features

of the park.
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1 Ecological l4anagement

7 .L  Park land

7 . 2

The high intensity of use in the areas around Wal-!',unga andl Lng

Pools is beyond what the natural vegetation can stand. Accorilingly,

as has been j-ntlicatedl in the previous chapter, the prlncipals of

management of urban parks will have to be applied to those

particular areas, with lawns and planted trees anal shrubs, and

paved walkways or footpaths.

Fire

For the rest of the vegetation the main problem lies in tbe

excessive frequency of fires started by the railway. An

extensive system of firelines already exists. But this is of

Iittle use without the staff to extinguish fires as soon as

possible after they start. The provision of a second resident

ranger with fi-refj-ghting equipment will mean that the park can

be continually manned, and tbat fires startj-ng on the railr{ay

side of the park can be quickl-y extinguished..

7.3 vermin

7.3.1 Various groups have been authorised to shoot goats, pigs

and the wild sheep within the park. These are tbe W.A.

Field and came Association, the W.A. sporting Shooters

Association and the W.A. Bow Hunters Association. l,lr. T.

Alp has been authorised. to trap goats in the park too.

All these groups must have all plans for activities approved

by the ranger in charge. The ind.ications are that none

of these groups has been very successful. The totat

bag appears to be one cat. When the opportunity presents.

itself, the ranger in charge will orgaaise a conrbined

operation with rangers from John !'orrest.

7-3.2 The country is not conducive to heavy populations of rabbits

and the Agricultural protection Board. can be requested to

deal with any areas where they are numerous.
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8 . Costings

Apart from the establishment of a resl-dent rangex' the co$t of *bnc,h

are \relL established, the major items in this plar are as folldts :-

Rehabilitation of Lng Pool Area - $30roo0 over tlree years

First Phase SI5,O00

walyunga PooI Area - SIo,OoO

L,ookout Area - $8,OOO

Park Entrance antt Infomation centres - SI2,OOO

Upgratling of Toilet Block andl ne\r toilet block at lookout - $2O'O00
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WALYLINGA NATIONAL PARK

Fire Manaoement

1.1 The principal objectives of f ire managrement

low fuel buffer zones on the park perimeter

entering or leaving the park, with internal

as to contain and limit the spread of f ires

or accidently within the park.

is to provide adequate

to prevent f ire

zones maintained so

which occur naturally

r . 2 Special consideration must be given in this park to the inherent
prob lens  ex is t ing ,  l i s ted  as  : -

( a )

( b )

( c )

( d )

1 . 3  T e r r a i n

The teffain applies severe limitations over a greater area of the
park in regards to perimeter and internal firelLnes _ To this extent
the park has been broken up into manageable areas in what is
considered the best possible man:-er. Slope and rocky outcrops have
restricted the installation of low fuel boundary zones right around
the perimeter and specificaUy in the south_easter:n secEor_

Alternative arrangements are being rnade in these areas by strip
burns on National park land and burning in conjunction with neighbours.

Arlnual Grass Hazard

terrain restrictions

annual grass hazard

regeneration requirements

rail reserve

L - 4



1 . 5 Reccnera t ion  Req u i  r *n ren ts

In te rna l  f i res  must  be  l im i ted  to  a l low the  areas  o f  a l ready  good
natural r.egenerabion a chance to gain height and therefore have a
l in i t ing  e f fec t  on  the  exo t ic  g rasses .  In  cont ras t ,  o ther  a reas ,
specifically areas of parrot Bush etc. are of an age where fire is
required for regeneration purposes. These areas wiII require
approprlate treatment. Regeneration and hand planting are the only
really acceptabfe methods of grass reduction though a selective
herbicide used with extreme caution can be uti l ized around the
p icn ic  a reas  and on  f i re l ines .

RaiI Reserve

The park appears to have an extremely bad fire record, whereas in
fact there has only been one sma1l f ire caused by a carnpfire in the
last three years. Every other fi le has been from the rail reserve
which runs through the entire length of the park. Fortunately
most have been contained within the rail reserve.

lvo of the most time-consuming fires caused by the railways have
ignited in private property and then entered onto park rand before
being contained in the park. One fire was only contained by back_
burning from a National park firebreak. The last major f ire in
1979 came from the rail reserve into the central portion of the park
and $ras contained within the park. While the grass hazaxd remains
on the rail reserve and the iX,, Class Locomotives continue to run
we ra'ill have to accept that there will be problems of frequent
ignitions from the rail reserve each year. This highLights the
fact for the benefit of aI1 concerned parties, that for the entire
Iength of the Avon Valtey the rail reserve should be given first
priority as the problem area for f ire ignition.

I.7 An extensive system of f irelines has

park, where practical. The firelines

for trafficability anal priorities are

upgr ading work.

l.A Perimeter buffer-strip burning is being carried
bas is

Thi s

, some of which has been established for a

work wil l continue, taking into account the
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seasona l  g ro \ r th  ins tead o f  an  es tab l i shed cyc le  o f  years .  Where

es tab l i shed per imeter  bu f fe rs  a re  no t  feas ib te  owing  to  te r ra in ,

sLr : ip  b i t rns  w i l l  be  car r ied  ou t ,

I .9  fn te rna l  mosa ic  burn ing  w i l l  be  car r ied  ou t ,  aga in  d ic ta ted  by  the

s':asonal growth of grasses, regeneration and maturity of specific

fforal associations to maintain the land as a National park, and

the provision of safeguards for our neighbours. It is possible thar

we may be able to have internal strip burns along the ridges in

acceptable areas.

1.10 Special attention is to be paid to the areas of highest visitation

pressure e.9. Long pool and Walyunga pool, where any hazards are

to be kept to a minimrrm and all barbeques are to be sited in safe
positions. The Rangerc-in-Charge is to have the authority to ban at1
fires on days he considers that the Fire Danger warrants such bans,
arrespective of the metropolitan forecast, which does not alh,ays

reflect conditions at Walyunga National park.

1,11 Fuither investigatory rrork is to be car.ried out along the railway

reserve to look at methods of safeguarding the National park against
fires from the rail reserve and the feasabirity of a fireline on the
edge o f  the  ra iL  reseLve.

Westrail have undertaken to esta-blish another rail crossing near
wooroloo Brook for easier access.

I.I2 In accordance with normal policy, the resident Ranger and equipment

\.ii ll be availabl-e to assist in fighting fires or to attend control

burns on nearby lands at all times.

The Rangerrs residence is fitted vrith the standard telephone and his
vehicle is equipped with a IOO lratt S.S.B. tr*o-way railio on the
National Parks Authorities frequenc 5.es of 2740, 5440 and 8O?O Klz.
Swan Shire have very kindly outfi-tteal this vehicle h,ith a V.H.F.
set on their frequency for closer contact and control.

1 . 1 3
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Mobile R:.ngers wil l be stationed in the park from time to time
for  fu r ther  ass is tance.

1 ,14  Dur ing  a  f i re  emergency ,  ass is tance w i l l  be

practical and feasible from yanchep and John

Parks .

forthcoming ri'hele

Fo&est Nat ional.

t '15 The understanding, goodwi'r and co-operation of adjacent landowners
and local f ire brigades is essential. i Cood liaison has been

established and wilt be maintained with these groups.

1.16 This Fir:e Management p].an $iII be kept flexible in that where any
new findings or deveropments are found. vrhich wourd be of value to
the National park as a who1e, should be incorporated in the plan.
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DRAFT

I\TAT,YUNGA NATIoNAL PARK

1. Iire Management

1.1 The principal objectives of f ire management is to provide adequate
low fuel boundary zones to prevent fire enter.l,ng or leaving the
park, with built in facil i t ies to contain and timit the spread.
of f ires which occur naturally or accidentJ-y within the park.

L.2 special consideration must be given in this park to the inherenE.
problems existing and listed as :_

(a) terrain restrictions

(b) annual grass hazard

(c) natural and requirced. regeneration

(d) rail reserve

1.3  Ter ra in

The terrain applies severe limitations over a g.reater area of the
park in reqards to perimeter and. internat firelines. To this extenE
the park has been broken up into manageable areas r-n what is
considered the b6st possible nanner. Slope and rocky outcrops have
restricted the instaltation of tow fuel boundary zones right around
the perimeter and specifically in the south-eastern sector.
Alternative arranqements are being made j-n these areas by strip
burns on National park land and burning in conlunction h,ith neighbours.

1.4 Annual Grass Hazard

1.5 Natural and Required Regeneration

This plan will appear inconsistent due to the grass
fire must be limiteat to atlor{ the already good. natural
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a chance to gain height and have a l imiting effect on the exotic

grasses, yet in contrast other areas, specifically areas of parrot

Bush etc. are of an age where fire is required for regeneration

purposes, which after a period wil l again reduce the grasses.

Regeneration and hand planting are the only reatly acceptable methods

of grass reduction though a selective herbicide used with extreme

caution can be utit ized around the picnic areas.

1 .6  Ra i l  Reserve

Due to the rail reserve, which runs through the entire length of the
area, the park appears to have an extremeLy bad fixe record, whereas
in fact there has only been one small f ire caused by a carnpfire in
the last three years. Every other fire has been from the rail

reserve and fortunately most have been contained \^rithin the rail

T\|/o of the most time consE[ing fires caused by the railways have
entered onto park land from private property and been contained. in
the park, one fire being contained by backburning from a National

Parks firebreak. The last najor f ire came from the rai-t reserve

into the central portion of the park and was contained within the
park. while the grass hazard remains on the rail reserve and the
"x" Class Locomotives continue to run we will have to accept that
there will be pro-b1ems .

This section is highlighted to point-up the fact that for the
benefit of all concerned parties, for the entire length of the Avon
Valley the rail reserve should be given first priority as the problem

1-7 An extensive system of f irerines have been established within the
park, where practical. They require continual maintenance for
trafficability and priorities are established each year for upgrading
rrork.

I . 8
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1.9 Internal mosaic burning witl be carried out, again dictated by the

grasses, seasonal growth, regeneration and maturity of specific

f1ora1 associations to maintain the tand as a Nationar park as werr

as safeguarding our neighbours. It is possible that we may be able

to have internal strip hrrns along the ridges in acceptable areas.

1.10 Special attention is to be paj-d to the areas of highest visj-tation

pressure e.g. Long pool and Walyunga pool, where any hazards are

to be kept to a minimum and all barbeques are to be sited in safe
positions. The Ranger in charge is to have the authority to ban a1l

fires on days he considers that the Fire Danger warrants such bans,

irrespective of the metropolitan forecast, which does not always

reflect conditions at Walyunga National park.

1.l l Further investigatory work^to be carried. out along the raihvay reserve

to look at methods of safeguard.ing the National park against fires

from the rail reserve and the feasability of a fireline on the edse
of the rail reserve.

Westrail have undertaken to establish another rail crossinq near

Wooroloo Brook for easier access.

1.12 In accordance r^,ith normal policy, the resident Ranger and equipment
will be available to assist in fighting fires or to attend control
burns on nealrby lands at all times.

Ttre Rangerrs residence is fitted wj-th the standard telephone anil his
vehicle j-s equipped with a 1OO watt S.S.B. tr,eo_vray radio on the
National parks Authorit ies frequenc j-3s of 2740, 5440 and 80ZO Khz.
Swan Shire have very kj-ndly outfitteal this vehicle rdith a V.H.F.
set on their frequency for closer contact and control.

1  . 1 3
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1.14 During a fire emergency further assistance wilL be forthcoming

from Yanchep and John Forrest National parks \"rhere practical,

conditions perrnitting.

l-15 The understanding, gooah,rill and co-operatJ-on of adjacent tandowners
and local f++'sbrealo' is essentiar. cood liaison has been estabr-ished
and wil-1 be maintained with these groups.

l-.16 This Fire Management plan to be kept flexible in that, any new
findings or developments which woutd be of value to the National
Park as a whole, should be incorporated.




