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EXECUTIVE 

PRINCIPLES · AND 

rrcscrvation of th.c cnv,ron*nt should be underpinned by more than just human-centred 
survival or economic or ac ctic considerations. While plants and animals art! useful we, ill 
their custodians, have a r ponsibility towards their preservation. Plants and anim.lls have 
intrinsic vJluc in.and of th msclves and many people bclieve that, as such, they have a right 
to :;urvivc. 

Australians h;lVc :a rcsponslility to preserve the unique ecosyatcm, of this continent and to 
play our part in maintainin the Earth's biologkill diversity. The community_also puts a 
high value on C."arnom1c de lopmcnt and growth &O that everyone can enjoy a better standar~ 
o( living. The task is to ens re that we m<?et the needs of the present without destroying the 
n.1tur.1I hcrit.igc of future g ·ncrations or compromising their ability to meet their needs. 

While aclmowlcdginµ that people will continue to seek Improvements in their material 
wellbeing, the Covcmmcntjis committed to meeting thete aspirations through ecologically 
sustainable development. 

The co-opcr.1tion or govcrr,ments al local, st.tic, national and International levels, and the 
support or the community i~ essential to the resolution of mmt of our environffi(!ntal problem,, 

Following extensive consu~atfon.s, the National Conservation Strate~..f91:_Austr~Ua wa, 

developed in 1984. In 1988~!when mnoundng the establishment of the Resource A5sessment 
Commission, three prindpl s to underlie the Government', decisions on l'C50urce use issues 
were also announced. Th principles drew on the National Conservation Strategy, and 
provide the basis for th.i5 vernmcnt'1 actions on the environment. 

MECHANISMS FO 

The Role of the Cci>mmonwealth 
Under the Australian Con titution, the S~tes and Terrltorie, have primary responsibility 
for protc.>cting and rcgulati the environment. But becau.e of its constitutional powers 
relating to such matter, as oreign affairs, trade and commerce and foreign inve,tment, the 
Commonwealth also has 4 le In relation to the use oE resource, . The Government has used 
these powers to protect the vironment and to set conditions controlling resource use. 

Many of the environmental problem, we face today do not respect State and Territory 
boundaries, and cannot be lved piecemeal. lncrea,ingly the Australian-community and 
investors are demanding tional approache, to nu.jor environmental Issues. They need to be 
certain that lhe Commonw alth can re.pond qukkly to national or global environment 
problems. They do not wa t as many 1ystcma for dealing with these problems as there are 
States and Territories. 

Given the record of constit tional reform in this country, the Government believes that thcrt 
should be wide-ranging co unity debate to tncrea~ awareness of national environmftltal 
issues. If and when that a arenet1 has re.ached a sufficiently high level, the Government _.-­
would consider proceeding with a referendum addressing the ronatihJtional power, of the 
Commonwealth over thee viroruncnt. The Government naturally would prefer to go to the 
proplc with bipartisan su port. 

1nc Government has alrea y proposed to the State and the Northern Territory the 
est.tblishment of a consulta ·ve group that would consider environment and development 
issues in a broader and mo e int~ated way. Such consultatioru wouUI facilitate joint 1tudtet 
and the development of a tion.al approach to managing our environment. Tile Govttnrnen~ 
proposes to invi:tc State an Territory government, to an Initial meeting later this yeu. 
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The Govrmmffit has abo rittcn 10 il\dustry, union and ronservation repre,entativcs 
proposing th<! cstablishme t of a forum th,t will enable discussion of their conccms. 

The Government will dev lop, with the State., Ag~ national minimum environmental 
st,mdards. These standar s would address mattert a(foctlng air, water and noise quality. 

r 

The Commonwealth will discussing with the States ways in which these st.1ndards can be: 
,,chieved. 

cs that there is a need for a better undent.1nding in the business : 
community - both in Aust Ila and ov~as • about the Convnonwealth and State proces$Ct 
for obtaining approvals fo proj<."Cb that m.iy have a significant impact on the <'nvironmcnt .. 
We will be examining the pprovals process for major development projects with a view to 
improving both its dcfini n and its timeline!Ss. 

In its own deliberations, ·1 Govcmment Is ensuring that environmental consideutions are 
intcgratl'd Into Its ~nomi decisions. Dblnct submissions on matters that ~ve significant 
environmental impliation will be required to explain the environmental issues. 

In recognition of the impo nee of environmental ronsideratioru to the structural adjustment 
(if the Australian cconorrty the work program of the Structural AdJustment Committee of 
Cabinet will pay particula attention to developing an Integration ol environmental and 
C'Conomic objcctiv<!s. The truster resporuible for the environment will be a member of the 
Structural Adjustment Co ·uce. 

Information, Rese~rch and Analysis 
tabllshed the National Resource Information Centre (NRIC) and 

I 

provided funding to dcvel a_ fo_!'est! lnventory. Tile Govemment h.1s now dcddcd to fund ai\ 
En~ronmental Resol!~J formation Netw_~~k to draw together, upgr.ade and supplement 
information on the dlstrib lion of endangered species, vegetation type, and herit.age sites. 
The projc_,ct will receive $1 8 milllon this year and $2.1 million next year. 

The Environmental Resou ~ Information Network will be closely linked to and involve th­
Australian Biological Reso rces Study (ABRS), with a component of project funds being 
provided as grants lhroug the ABRS. 

The Government has co ·ssioned the Australian Science and Technology Council (ASTEC) 
__ to undertake a comprehe ive review o( environmental research in Australia and to 

recommend strategiCJ to n drcSJ deficiencies in research effort. ASTEC will be working 
clo5ely with all those agen ies involved in environmental research and will report bad: to 
th!? Government by June 1 

The Government has alrea. y announced that it witl refer Austnlia's fores~ and timoor 
resources to the RAC as Its first Inquiry. The Government has now decided that, in view of 
the environmental and eco omic Importance of Austratla'a coastal ~nc, and its often 
haphazard development, e Resource Assessment C'.ommisslon will be asked to inquire into 
the use of coast.11 zone reso rces. 

The Government is co ted to strengthening Australia's participation in international 
efforts to "'ckle cnvironm tal problems. nu, commitment hu already reaulted In Au,tralla 
becoming a signatory to th Declaration of 1ne Hague on the Protection of the Atmosphere · 
.ind the Government's dee~ ion not to 1lgn the Antarctic Minerals Convention. 

To talte Awtralla't intern tiorw efforts further: 

• the Government will working intemively within the appropria.t,t forum, to develop a, 
intematioNl framcwor convention on cllmatie change 

I 
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• we will be at th<! forefro t of work towards the development ,nd acceptance of an 
international conventio for the protection of biological diversity 

• we will be pressing for a global ban on dri(tnet fishing 

• we will be working bot within international organisation, and at the regional level to 
promote better i_or.~ -~!Y__ _ nag~ practices. 

So that Australia is well pl ccd lo pul"$ue these important initiati~ in a consistent and 
df cctiv<! way, the Gov em nt has decided to appoint a special Ambassador for tM 
Environment. This will h'CI ~vc Australia a strong and clear voice tn the important 
intcm.itional debates and ( rum, dealing with environmental t,suet, 

I 
I 

I 
M.1ny of lhc most urgent en ronmcntal problems are to be found in developing countries. , 
Australia will continue to ovidc practical assistance to countries to heip them iust.ain thei~ 
development over the long nn. Increased eHorts will be rNde to enaure1he environmental · 
soundness and long term vi bility or ,ctivitics funded under the aid program, and nt!W 

1 

guidelines have been cstab i5hcd. 

As p.irt of its new policy on id and the environment, the Government has now decided to 
establish, within the aid pr gram, a four year 5pecial Environment Assl5tance Program 
worth $20 million. 

FUTURE 

Blologlcal Dlversi 

As well as playing a leadin role in the development o( an international convention for the 
protechon of biological div nity, the Covemment will prepare a national strategy on 
biological diversity with a iew to developing a biological diventty program. Key elemen'­
o( the strategy will Include he Government's Save the Bush remnant vegetation progLam. · 
the N,1tional Index of _Ecos _ terns_ currently being developed by the Australian National 
Parks and WIidiife Service, he Environment.al Re&eurce, Information Network and the 
Endangen-d Species Progr 

Endangered Spe 
The Government has alloca~ $2.0 million for each of the fi~t two year, of a ten year 
Endangered Speci~ Pro 

Introduced Plants nd Anlmals 
Commonwealth, State and crrttory Mlnlatcn will lnvesdgate the potential of a new virus 
to control rabbits. Funding or .a five year fox control study will be made a priority research 
are.1 under the Endangered peciet Program. 

I 
Recent research, funded by t! Convnonweallh and St..tes, into the cane toad problem will ~ 
cvaluatro with the aim of d veloplng an lnleruified control progr~ 

I 
International Co-o eratlon - Agreements 
Australia has concluded tw bilateral agreements on migratory .animals, the Auatralta-µipa 1 
Migratory Birds Agreement and the Awtralla-Chf.na Migratory Blrd.s Agreement. The 
Government is now coruid · ng ~&ion to the BoM Convtntion on the Comervadon ol 
Migntory Species of Wild nimaa. 1ne Government b .abo actively working towards the t: 

c,t.blishment of agreemen with the USSR •nd ASEAN tor the protaedon of migratory . 
bird,. , 

' 
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Australia has recently ratifi the Convention for the Protection of the Natural R~urccs 
and Enviro~nt o( th<! So h Pacific Region. 

In view of concern about t survival of the African elephant, Australia will be actively 
1:~king an international pr hibltlon of trade in ivory, exctpt for antique ivory. 

Preservation of H bltat 
Through co-operation with e Stat<!S, the Government will continue to work towards a 

national strategy to cn:surc II ecosystems are reF'resentcxi In a reserve network. --- -•--a•---•• ... •-• •- - ~----- ---- - - -•••--
The Government has dccid to provide an additional S1.3 million in 1989-90 ~nd Sl.35 
million for 1990-91 for the estem Ta,m&nia WIiderness National Parka. These fund1 will : 
be used to nxiucc the effects f increasing numbers ol visitor& to the &tea by upgnding tracks 

1 

and constructing new trac , and to provide vi~itor facilities and interpretative dlsplays. 1 

I 
e Great Barrier Reef, the Govtmment hu decided to allocate an; Because of the damage to t 

additional $750,000 to June 
coral~ating Crown of Tho 

Funding for the National 
for all areas of AustraHa. 
tool (or identifying and pr 
qualities. 

991 to supplement the exi5ting funding for research into lht 
St.rfish. 

ldcrness Inventory will be increued to allow rapid complttlon i 
e National Wilderness Inventory ts a necessary management ; 
icting the efft>Ct dcwlopment proposals may have on wildeme,. 

The Government will use e ry opportunity at International forums to pursue ef(cctive 
international measure5 aim at the protection of our oceans. 

A major policy statement w I be releued In September which will examine the range of 
policies whic:h can foster a efficient and dynamic Australian fishing industry operating 
within the sustainable limi of the re,ource. lt will state the rationale and objective, of 
management o( the Austral n Fishing Zone. 

Australia will be using eve opportunity to convince all nations Involved of the grave thre_. 
to Southern Bluefin Tuna (S stoclcs .ind will press for a moratorium on the uking of SBT. 
The Government has dedd to allocate an additional $1.45 million over the next two years 
to supplement the existing Pmgnm. 

Australia will press for a gl bal ban on driftnet fishing. 

Protection of Antarctica 
The Government ha, dccid 

Instead, Australia is urging 
Antarctica. Within that co 
Systtm, Australia ls seekJn 
Meanwhile, Australlil will 
mining in Antarctici. 

not to sign the Antarctic Mini:-rals Convention. 

he negotiation of a comprehciwve environmental convention fo~ 
ventlon, and within the framework o( the Antarctic Treaty ' 
the establishment of an Antarctic Wilderness ~-
1ttlc.ing to prolong and strengthtn the present moratorium on 

Australia's policy int<?rest5 i Antarctica as agreed by successive governments 1ince the 196,(n 
1 

have included the objective to derive any reasonable economic benefitt rrom the living and 
non-living ~urce5 of the ntarctic'. Consistent with its decision not to allow mining In 
Antarctica, the Govemmen has amended that poUcy objective to ma.Ice it clear that It 
excludes deriving bcnefi~ f om mining or otl-drilllng. 

.,,. 
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ATMOSPHERE 
The Greenhouse Effect 
Th<! Government's approac~to the greenhou,e eUect combines international activity; a 
rcsl!arch program into cau, , Impacts and limitation and adaptation responses; public 
education; ~d a nabonal st tegy t~t will involve government, Industry and community 
groups. 

Australia has signro .the aration of_J"he H~~e ~n ~~tec~_ion <:>I the_ Atmosphere. The 
Govcmml'nt will take .1n acti e role in developing a new framework convention o·n climate 
change. Australia w)II oHer o host_•· negotiating setston. 

I 

I-

Aust!__alia will conhnuc to gi e the Jnte~g(!~mmental Panel ?n Oimate O\ange strong 
support . We believe th.it wa !I must be found of drawing more developing countries into the I 
work now being undmakcn. 

AustTalia is giving high pri 'ty to ensuring that national, southern hemisphere and 
regional concem5 aro taken i to account intermtionally. · 

Under its aid program Austr lia has undertaken a preliminary study on climate monitoring i~ 
the Pacific. Au5tralia will n w c,tablish • network of climate monltoring stations through ' 
the South Pacific region, at cost of $6.25 milllon. · 

The Government has provid $1.8 million for a two-year program of hJgh priority 
greenhouse initiatives, of w ich $5.54 mJIUon 11 for research. 

-- ---- -♦---

The Government has appoin a National Greenhouse Adviaory Committee of eminent 
scientists to advise on priori ariu ol research ancf set obfcctives for a dedicated research 
grants scheme to commence i 1990-91. 

The Government will undert ke a detailed evaluation of the options for reducing greenhouse l 
gas emis5iom from activiti within Australt.. 

Australia will play its part I reducing global greenhouse gas etniuions, both domestically 
and internationally. II may that the sensible global strategy Is for some energy-inteiuive 
activities to be relocated toe fidtttt energy•produdng countries such a, AustraU.. Bearing 
thc-se considerations in min , and withJn the context of International action, Au,tnlia will 
actively work towards the d esti<: reduction of ma)or greenhouse ga~ and, for those which 
are energy related, will war towards increased energy elficieocy t o yield a lower level of 

- gas emissions for a given lev I of production. 

Following the call by the To nto Con!erenre In 1988 for a reduction in carbon dioxide 
errussions, the Govem!Tl(!nt ·11 carry out Investigations and coruult with relevant 
conservation and Industry g ps with the objective of achieving a global reduction In total 
greenhouse gas errusslons. , will involve proce,ses such as energy clftdent manufacturing 
and vigorous move, to ~!'_er _. conserva~io~ in Australia and •broad. These investfgationa and j· 
consultations will determine he extent of reductions on greenhouse gu emistions that can be : 
achieved. The Government ill convene a meeting of relevant interest, in the near future to , 
take these proce,,es forwa 

lne Government will seek 
consumption per capita by 

~ se planning. 

co-<>peration of State Governments to ~ucc traruport energy 

unging an ln~! ted apP':"4~ ~ J?U~~c tra~port ! nd land 
I 

The Austn.lian Mineral-' and!Energy Council and the National Energy Consultative Council I· 
_____ are considering possible me1,)' policy changes to encourage reduction of greenhouse gq 

emiulon1. 

The National Health and M 
health con.sequ~, and to 

•'" I. 

teal Research Council ha.s &tarted to Identify po,sible adver,J 
dvise governmertts on effective national strategies. r 

1" ~-
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' the need lo~~ ~ lic ~~ar~~• and ~u~tion:.. It 11 providing 

Initial funding of $350,(XX)gr two yean for a long term eduatton c.ampaign. Tiw 
Government will continue o 11uppor1 bodies such as the Comrrusaion For the Future, the 1 
Australian Conservation F undatjon and CSIRO to build on work 10 far. CSlRO wm hold a: 
Conference on Greenhouse d Energy in December this year. 

Ozone j 

Australia has ratified the ienna Convention on Protection of the Ozone Layer and the I 
Monlr<!al Protocol on Subs anc~ th.at Deplete th<? Ozone uyer. ~ 

By th<? end of 1989 the l_m rt_or e_roduction of polyttyrene packaging and lruulation materl 
containing CFCs will be ba ned, a, will the production or Import of aerosol 1prayt which u 
CFC propellants (except in the case of e,sential uses). A ban Is already in p1-ce on the Im 
and manufacture of dryclc n.ing machinery capable of u•ing CFCs. ! 

New Gov<?mment rcgulati 
nearly all CFC and halon 
CFCs and halons will be 

LAND 

Soils 

ns, to be introduced this ~r. will require the phasing out of 
se by the end of 199-4, and his likely that• total phue out of 
ssible by the year 2000. 

In 1989 the Australian Sol Conservation Council, released a Natiomil Soil Con,ervalion 
_Straltgy. Thi, Strategy, •i at achieving sustainable land use, wiff ~ide -the · 
Commonwealth ilnd States n sot1 coruervation policy. Another document will soon be 
released setting targets a performance criteria. 

The Commonwealth's cont 'bution to the Strategy Is Lande.are, comprising three element,: 
the Year and Decade of La dcare; a review of policies; and expansion of the National Soil 

I 

Conservation Program (N . , 

A Yeu (1990) and Decade 7 Landcare (to the year 2000), sugge,ted lnitia.Jly by the N-110J 
Farmers Federation and th Australian Con~rvation Foundation, will entail awareneu, 1 

participation and education program5 among rural and urban communities. During the Dea~ 
of Landcare, the Govoni,nv>ht expects to provide over $320 million for land care and related 

_- trt."1? planting and !C_mnant egctation cx,~ ry_ation._pr.9~. i 

Rural policies will be revie ed to ensure that they are consistent with L&ndcare objectives. ; 
Drought relief assistance is I ready under review by a Commonwealth Government Task ~ 
Force. The Government wi 1 review the taxation arrangements relating to the prevention a 
treatment of soil degradati n, with a view to determining whether the eJfectiveneN of tho 
arrangements can be impro ed. A L&ndcare Ualson Group will be et!Ablahed to ensure co-

1 

ordinated policies and ams between the CSIRO and the relevant Commonwealth , 

Departments. j' 
Over the next two years, million will be provided to the NSCP. Of the $23.4 million 
that will be provided in 198 -90 some S10 million will be uJed to overcome current coNtrain 
The main step, will be to I prove information on land capabili!f and the location and ext~ 
of degradation, and to ma more skilled advtsen available. A national auetament of land . 
degradation will be unde le.en to allow priorities to be objectively developed .nd 1pecllic: 
targets set. About $6 miUio will be used to fund protects of Landa.re Groupe, co-ordinators, !' 
and the preparation of fa and rtgional plffll. About" million ha1 been alloc.ted to 
research and development ject,, including ~h into economic issues. The retn11Wag 

1
• 

funds will be for lnfonna tio and t«hnology transfer projects, such as jCh<><>I curriculum I 
moterial, ecological advt<t! or landholden, lechnicol bullelinl and !raining programa. I 

I I 



The Commonwealth will su 
conservation legislation, to d 
Commonwealth will offer ex1 

rt Tasmania, currently the only St.1te without spec1fic soil 
vclop an Act th.at will be tht, most modem in Australia. The 
rt advice to the Tasmanian Government and any othor 

govl'.'mm<-'nt wishing to rcvie or upgrade their existing ,oil conservation legislation. 

A Natural Resource Manage cnt Strategy for the Murray-Darling Baain hu been developed \1:· 

to support community efforts and has the support of the Commonwealth and thcNSW, 
Victorian and South Australi n Governments. The Commonwealth will provide an 
additional $3 million m 1989 and SS million in 1990-91 to the Murray-Duling Basin 
Commission to begin implcm nhng the Strategy taking total Commonwealth funding for the \ 
Corrunission to $7.8 million in 1989-90and up to $10 million tn 1990-91. 

Water 
The Government will: 

• support and cncour~gc St 
and the Murray-Darling 

• pursue the development o 
help prevent environment 

, . 

le initiativts through the AustralWl Water Resources Council 
sin Ministerial Council . 

pricing polici~ which will encourage efficient water use and 
I Jegndation 

• take greater account of th inter-relationship between land use management - whether It i 
I be for agricultural. domes ti or industrial purposes• and Us effect on our water resources 
~ 

The Government will cstablis a new body, the NaUoNl Rei,ource, Rese~~h a~ . 
_12~.velqgment Corpgration, to xamine soil, water and forestry Issue, and promote an 
integrated approach to land d water research. 

Trees 
The Government has decidedt establish two new programs to help protect and enhance OW' 

native tree and vegetation co r. Tot One Billion Trees P_l:Qgta_[!'l will commence this yeu. 
The Government's aim is to h ve a billion ·more trees around Australia planted by the year 
2000. This W11l entail: 

• A Community Tree PlantintProgram to plant over 400 mJlllon ll"e(!S. 1ne program will 
include: 

• financial assistance for co munity groups and landholders to implement tree projects 

provide a hands-on learning experience for young people 

- major project, involving Bartici~t:ion by community, corporate and government 
organisations. 

• A Natural Regeneration an~ Direct Seeding Program to et1tabllsh over 600 million tree, in 
open areas of Australia: 

- thu program will start th trim and demonstrations Krosa the country to Improve 
1· 
I 

these methods of growing and to enoourage action by land holden. . 

The Commonwealth will also stablish a S4ve the Bush J?!08r!!!' to support effort& to \' 
conserve the remna_!ll areas o( forest, woodlands, heaths, grualands and wetlands which Ile '. 
outside na-tional parks and O ~es. These areas are critical to ensuring U\t future of - ~· 

r niny-sj,ecies of plants And an Is. Funding of $1 milllon has been allocated In 1989-90 and ~. 
Sl.5 milllon in 1990-91 to the ve the Bush program. \ 

lne _Government recognises t t nAdve forests are valuable for a vuiety of reasoN, and that f 
fo~try industry d~velopmcnt needs to be balanced with protection ot other value,, Including i 
biological diversity, air and ater qu4llty, ~ C?nservatic;,n, wildlife habitat -.nd 
recreation. 

' 
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The Government is adoptij several me.asurcs to securo this Nlance, including: 

• a commitm<:!nt to cstablis a_ Forests Accord 

• development of a _Natlo I Forests Inventory to aness the values of our forests, costing $1.,- · 
million over three vcars 

• the sending of ii ;c(erencelon the use of Australia'• forest ;and timber resources to the new 
Resoum! Assessment Co. 

,: 

• proV1sion of a further $3 million over the next two year, to the National Afforestation 
Program to hasten the csta lis~nt of hardwood plantatioru and so help reduce the fores­
industry's reliance on nativ forests. f 
The Government will dcve p exacting but achievable guidelines for bleached kt.aft pulip 1· 
mills:7ncse guideline, wil be based on~ report recently received from the CStRO and will' 
be finalised after consultati n with the States and Tcnitorie1, Industry and conservation , 
groups. The Government a Intends to negotiate a joint aases,ment arrangement with the , ·: 
Slates. The new arrangem ts will cn5urc that only thott mills Incorporating the very best ··· 
process and effluent tcchn logies wiU be built in Au.,tralt.. They will also ensure t~t mill . 
will only be approved foll ·ng thorough base-line atudles and Incorporating eHectivt ' 
environmental impact mo · oring and reporting 5ystcm5. , 

The Government has mo quickly to protect Austnlia'a rainforests and reduce the level of,'. 
de,truction of tropical rai orest oveneu. In addition to having the Wet Tropics of North : 
East Queensland inscribed n the World Heritage List, the Govenutient has taken the · 
following steps to help co rve the world's rcm&ining t?opical ralrJorestl: 

• the allocation of $1 mil on to establish and maintain the Institute of Troelcal Rain/or 
Studi~_ in Dims -· -· 

• a coruultancy by the Go emmcnt to review the lmpllCAtions of resb'icting or eliminating P, ' 
rainforest timber impor , into Au,tralla. f 

• a donation of $250,000 t help establlah a 180,000 &quart kilometre ecological rnen-t ln ~ 
the Amazon Basin, the rgest tropical rainforest reserve ln the world r 

• a contribution of $60, through the International Tropical Tlrrber Organisation towardl 
a study into for<!Stry gcment policie, and pnctioes in Saraw,lc. : 

HUMANS AND THEjENVIRONMENT 

Historic and culturbl environment 

Protection of the historic al cultum enviroruncnt is just aa important is protection of the 
natural environment. !:{is ~c_ ~it~, Aboriginal cultural pl•ces and hittoric object, ,uch .. 
documents and work$ o( ue all part of our cultural heritage and much of that heritage 
intimately linked to the n tural environment and people'• relattonshfp with tt. 

For the Commonwealth's Itart. the identification and protection of Aboriginal and hlttorlc 
place, and moveable cultural heritage is largely done through the ~ter of the_Na~ona 
Estate . . -- I 

rnmiulon lut year w.a given extra mourcea to allow It to d 
backlog of nominations to he Regi•ttt of the National Eat.te. This will help msure the 
preservation of Aboriginal ltural places and historic aites and objects. 

The Urban Environ ent 
The Commonwealth will c ruult with local authorities in planning for'i'ny major change, i 
property usage to eruure t ~evelopment or dbpo,al contributes positively to that Lt 

I, 
\ 
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environment, The Comm nwcalth Mini~ter for LocA.I Government has approved a new gra 
cate,gory 'mvironmcnt gement' under the Local Government Development Program. 

The Commonwnlth will e encouraging the developm9't of guidelines covering eMrgy 
efficient and environmen ally sound laod development pattems and building design and i' 

siting principles. f 
The Govemm<!nt will s the co-operation of the States and Territories in Pnsuring that 
cnvironm<!ntal factors a properly reflected In decisions about transport infrastructure 
development, use and pri ing. 

Th(! NH&MRC i$ dcvc-lo ing national air quality goalt for Indoor air. Interim goala and 
strategy for achieving th mare to be produced by March 1990. 

In addition, the Australi1n and New Zealand Environment Council hu .agreed that 
Commonwealth and Sta c authoritie5 will co-operate In developing natiONI water qua! 
guidelines. 

The Commonwealth has allocated to the CSIRO an additional $200,000 to supplemti\t t 
cum!nt rc:3carch on indu trial waste and sewage treatment. 

Waste Manage ent and Industrial Chemicals 
The Commonw.ealth. Ne South Wales and Victorian Covemmenta are co-operatitlS in tt 
development of a facili for the safe disposal of ~ous waste, The Commonwealth ·11 
provide an additional $ 50,000 towards the operation of the task force which Is to ident 
an appropriate site, and ill continue to support the development of this facility. ll 
The Commonwealth has also provided $100,000 for the Northern Territory Government t 
conduct a 5tudy Into th fea5ibility of establishing a low level radioactive waste rcposi 
in the Territory. The NT Government Is currently as&euing the study. 

To give effect to the Base Convention on the Control o(Trarubound&JY Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and ·r Dispc,41 In Au,tnlia, the Government has drafted ltgtsla11>n 
to control the import an export of hazardous waste, and thts is expected to be introduced I: 
later this year. · 

The Government intend to legislate this year to regulate the use of Industrial chemlcals.li' 

The Government is also xamining ways of: ~ 
• enhancing <!nvironmttal monitoring of chemical levels in air, water, soil and living 

organis~ to cstablls real levels of exposure 

• upgrading testing of emicals whlch could po,e health or environmental hazards ln 
or other product,. 

i, 
I. 

The Govl!mmcnt will re iew the Customs duty ratet on unbleached ~nitary goods, ud 
sanitary goods bleached other than by a chlorine bleaching process, with a view to prov,ing 
duty•frl'e entry for such ooda, r 

At a meeting of the Aus aUan and New Zealand Environment Council on 6 July 1989 the r· 
Commonwealth and the tate, agreed to ~t up a working group to develop standards for 
recycled paper for gov nt use and to examine further uses for low grade recycled papt,. 
The Prime Mini,ter has asked all Mlnisten to report on the strategies which their j;, 
Departments have adop ed and way1 by which these atnttegles may be improved or 
extended. 

The Government will l 
printing and writing pa 
wholly recycled paper. 
exemption to any other 

roduce legulation to exempt from wholetalc aales we certatl 
r, tissue and toilet paper and paper bags if they U1! rnade out o 

We will also ex.mine whethtr it ia practicable to extend the If 
ed paper products. 

' 



• I 

' 

The Australian and New Z land Environment Council is apon10ring & 5tudy of recycling or

plastics litter. 

Coastal Zone Ma agement; Tourism and the Environment. 
The Government has dedd to refer coastal zone issues to the Resource As5et1ment 
Commission. The Commo wealth will also establish • National Working Croup on Coastal ', 
Management with rcprcscn tives from all levels of government and Industry and eommuni 
groups to f adlitatc dialogu on coastal zone Issues. 

At the Touri5m Ministers C undl meding in October 1988, the Commonwealth agreed to 
prepare draft environmcnta guidelines for tourism developments Han aid to the State, and 
Territories. � 

Energy 

To increase energy efficien and conservation the Covenuncnt will continue to support the 
development of new and re ewable fonru of energy generation that nunimise damage to the 
environment. 
Specifically the Govern.me t will: 

• increase its commitment the development of energy conserving technologies ,nd rc:sea
into new and renewable f mu of energy

• place a higher priority o
• explore with State and I

and appropriate ,public_.

I clean �I technology 

l governments Improved land-use planning and colt efficient
t).S_port �y, tem,

• encourage improved d�· and insulation of housing, more efficient lighting, heating and
cooling of office blocks

• encourage industry at all evels to become more effidenl energy usen

r 

• work with St.ate, Tenito and local govemment.5, industry, unions and community groups 1 

to develop a natioNl pl to increase energy e!fldency and conservation and an 
Australian r�po� to In emational action on thiJ i$5ue. 

The Government wiU contin e to be involved, where appropriate, in setting environmental 
standards and monitoring ormance In the mining Industry. Where the legisl&tive 

- capacity exists, the Commo wealth will continue to protect environmentally vahable ,rea1
from mJning where it is d ln the national Interest. 

The Government's d�lon t prevent 5andminJng at Shelbume Bay on upe York 1, an 
example of this. And the Go emment st.Anda firm on ttt policy of not approving the export of 
mineral &ands from Moreton nd Fraser Jsland1. 

The Government has decid to fund a four year enviro�ntal study of the Torres Strait. 
Funds of $150,000 in 1989-90 nd $200,000 tn 1990-91 will be provided. 
The Mini!ter for Primary In wtries and Energy and the Minister for the Arts, Sport, the 
Environment, Tourism and rrltorlet will be examinJng the consultative arrangementl at 
Ro,cby Down, to ensure that pproptiate envirorunent requirements are being met. 

As knowledge is improved 
times the Government's en 

e Government', policy r�pon$et will be reviewed, '° that &.t all 
nmental policies are relevant &nd eff«tive. 


