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fQRYWORD 

To a cex .. t.ain extent the history of 

sandalwocd is the histor.v of tiestern Australia, 

paz .. ticulro-J.y iri the early years o:f the Colony, 

for in tracing the Gsvelopment of this industry, one 

al.so discovers· tlie cilsappointments, t.he periods 

of prosperity and development, and the spread ot 

:- population of this State.

1he sandalwood tree is a most 

insignificant bush, w1like the giant Jarrah and 

karr1 of' th.e South fest, but it unfolds a story as 

fasciri.ating as any history.of forestry ever before 

told.· 

In 'IJX'i ting this artic1e I would 1ike 

1,o expre&& my thanks "to Mr.a.E.Parry1 Mr.Taylor, 

Secr:atary of the Australian Sandalwood Company1 · .

Mr.Budd of the Foreetry Department, and Miss Roberta 

oft.he Forestry Department L�brary for the excellent 

assistance they gave me in collecting the necessarj 

material. 
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A HISTORY -OF THE SANDALWOOD INDUSTRY OF WE3TERB AUSTRALIA. 

The sandalwood tree grows mainly 1n two countries 

of the World -- India and Austral!�� _ It grows also in Hawaii, 

Fiji and. .. other Pacific Islands._but not to the same extent 

aa it does in the former two countries. This fact alone 

makes it a rather distinctive tree. In India it is grown in 

the southern regions, comm.on.most in the Native State of 

Mysore. In Australia it is confined mainly to Western 

Australia, but a· littl_e is found in South Australia and 

Queensland. One species, Santalum spicatum occurs practical! 

throughout ·the State· of w.A.- with the exception of the 

Kimberleys and the extreme South-West. The main areas are 
. . 

the Eastern Gold.fields .• and north of the Murchison River 

towards Carnarvon. The other species Santalum lanceolatum 

occurs mainly l.n the extreme .north o:f the State but odd 

species grow as far south as Leonora. Remaining su_pplies of 

northern S�alw_ood arti practically restricted to the

mountalnou.s·country north.of Derby. 

Alexander Howard in his descriptive book. 

"Timbers of the Worldn on page 525 gives this excellent 

description of the sandalwood tree :-
"This tree is small in com_parison with other 

commercial timbers. It grows from 12 to 18 .feet in height,. 

and at the thickest part of the trunk measures 10 to 15 .inche 

in circumference. When cut ready for export., the sandalwood 

1og measures 12 :foot in length, and weighs ·about a thim

of a ton.-a 
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It would seem from that _description, that almost all of the 

trunk is of use, and that the trunk does not taper off vecy 

much near the top of the tree.

Howard.s_descrip�ion continues :-

"The wood is of a dull yellow, whl.ch exposed

to light and air, darkens almost to brown. It has a very 

close firm texture, and a sticky feeling _to touch. The

fragra.nt 1 aromatic and persistent scent is well known, being

familiar 1n the ornamental. woodwork, which has, . for a long tim 

b.een imported from India. fl

·.In pointing out the ma1n -uses of 'the wood,

Howard states •• 
·"The .value of �e wood .lies h the scented oil

-contained 1.n th� heartwo� There :is a c.onsidera\>le industry

in the distillation_ of sandalwood oil· from raspings of the

heartwood. It is also a beautil'ul. wood for ornamental tu.rnecy

In the Far East-em countries of China,· Singapore and Japan,

the wood is exported and used in the carving of images and
-

' 

ornamental ·work. · .In China• sandalwood h used 1n the making
. . 

.of nJoss sticks" tor -burning in religious -oeremonies. 11
. An

interesting account. of the maldng of "Joss sticks" ap�
�-' 

- in the Forests, and Forest· Products and Industries � W .. A.

1921�
The sandalwood tree grows as a parasite on the 

roots of other plants. · in D.E-.Hutchin •s "Discussion on 

Australian Forestry l.916" it is stated :-

"Recent investigations have shown that 

sand.�woo� is not at all particular as to its host plant• 
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and although the. rather rough bark of the eucalypt roots 

seem to· protect i;he main forest trees from attack, ·as man;,- as 

80 different species of widely .. separated. genera, constituting 

the typical undergrowth of· the low ra1nfall tem.pe�ate forests 
' ' 

· and woodlands of the southern :interior, have been shown to be
• 

satisfactory hosts." 

So much for the tree itself. In looking back over 

the history of the sandalwood industry, no evidence is given 
. . . 

as to how the tree came to West·ern Australia, or· whether it 

was a native tree. As the first settlement was made in 1829, 
. -

mid this story starts in 184.5. it is reasonable to �sWlle that 

it is a native tree of Western Australia. Ia J.84.5, th�

industcy, which has continu� right. through on a. small. scale

to the present diq1 started� 

From the time the colony of Western Australia 
,. . . . 

started in 1829 to the 184-0's., pro.grEtss •� slow.. In i'act 
I 

.I 

eleven years after. the first settlers arrived., the .Po:pttlation 

was still a mere handful,· 2311. · Most of these colonists were 
. ; 

scattered i'rom. Perth to Al'lla.ny .. The majority were farmers or 
. . 

. . 

would-be farmers., who had settled the Peel Estate and had then 

spread to the South West, into areas centred around York, 

Narrogin and to the coastal areas as far as Bunbury and - · 
' '

Buss el ton. �hei� d�tQUties and diaaJ;>po:1,ntments were many. 
. ' . . ' . 

The lack of la'bour. until �onvictis.Ql was introduced ,_ was the 
. . . . .. . . . , 

greatest . setbac.k in the ex,p�ion. Roads. _were few and far 

between,. and in .mos1; cllSes f�ers :were �olatod, £,,.r .from Perth, 

without a.:ey .othe:r. J11eans E?f communic�ti911 except horseback� 
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Early 1n the co1o.n.;y~s histoey_, sandalwood was 

used for building purposes, or -ror .firewood. In clearing, 

a lot of the wood was cut and destroyed. -~ it was not until 

the early part of 1843, that the c·olonists realised that in 

sandalwood they had a valuable timber. A ~eport reached 

Western Australia~ from a ship which had arrived .from India, 

that a ·tree similar to that of the sandalwood growing in the 

area east of the Darling Ranges, was cut and exported to 

China and Singapore for ornamental _and religious purposes. 

·The settlers received not~i.cation of the report, a1ong with 

the order that from then on, .sandal woo4. when c;:ut. shou1d "b~ 

stacked· and not put to other uses.. In a _ -c~lon.y w]:lich ·was 

.struggling to exist, .acy financial oi- other_ help meant a 
' ' . . 

great deal to ever,- farme~pioi;teer. 

1; 

It woul.d seem. tha1; judging by notes in the 

official Colonial ·Secretary's Beports No.,313 Supplement~ 1848 

~gotiations wer~ made with the Chinese authorities as to the . . 
- · llkelihoOQ. -of exporting-~t1:i,e ~er; to c~. The results of 

•he negotiations -do not .appeai- in :the Reports., but -it -would 
' . 

again seem likely that -some arr(mgement must ~ve · bemi' made• 

fof ·oa page .l'l'l of Sir .Hal Oolebatc.h •s nstor,r of a Hundred 

- Yearsn the followj.ng statement appears .;-

' , 

nSo.ruialwood helped 1n pioneering in the southern: 

interior~ ·The first ·eX,Port shipment from Western Australia 

was sent to China in 1845. The first wood was cut from the 

eastern .sid-e -of the Darllng · Ranges,. ii .It w~ on1.J en -exp.eriment2 

shipment ot -4 tons and re_a1ised £40. 1 • · 
. . 

L. &.t~e ~ Histo:cy of __ ~ ... ~•~ -~~ -~age 1'(9. __________ ·-------· --~---------:· 

---~ 
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This w~ a good start for the Colony, and the 

Chinese must have thought highly of it, to ·pay the then l arge 
. . 

sum. ct £10 per ton. The Go·vernor quick:1:Y realised the 

valuable contribution sandalwood would be in pulling the 

Oolo.ey out of the depression period they were experiencing . 

Governor Clarke arrived in W .A. in 1846. Boon 

after his arrival, the Western Australian Bank offered 

liberal assistance to those who· w~re ·cutting timber~ · It· 
. . .. . ' 

agreed t-o . adv:anoe £2 for eve:ey load of timber stacked on · the . . .... ' ., - - ~. . . ' ' . . . . . .. . . . 

beach .near :the »ort of Fremsntle~ and a further · 101~· l'lhen ·, 
' . ~ ' . . . . 

the load was ship_ped. Du.rtp.g that year of l.846, · trade with 
• • -~: . . • • • • • • • • • • • • t • -

. . . . . .. . . . . ' . ~ \ . 
. Mauritius was encouraged and foundations .were laid ·for export 

. ,,./ . . . -

of sandalwood to .. ~eylon. At the end of 184.6, it was 
. . 

estimated .that 200 tons of the wood \Vere rea~ fo~ disJ.)atch. 

The total .value of _timb~,. 1.ncluding sm.:tda1wood, -during the 

.twelve montrui was £57?. 2 . _ .. · ·, 
I 

~he -u»keep and build.ing _~f. ~oad.s_ was high-
. . . 

the .. Gove~Q~ ~aw a .. _:means . of ~s1:Jlg taxation, by putting e.n 
. export tax Qn sandalwood. From the S-ession of' 1847 -he1d 

earl.J in ~h~ year, the Governor decreed than an ex,port tax 

.et £1 per ton was to b~ placed on ·all sandalwood leaving the 

Colo~4 The proceeds wert _to go tow~s the upkeep and 

~onsn-uction ot roads. This was a harsh tax to place on a 
. . _. . 

then s .t~gling Colony., and s~on after it aroused strong 

opp6sit1~n.. Strong letters . were published · in the Inquirer, 

. criticising t;he Governors action, and demaruU ng that -~he tax 

be dropped. 
2.: Battye - History of W.A. Page 184 

-------------- -----·------ --
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As a .result ·o:t. this public outcry, the 

Governor dropped the tax, in .favour of a syster,a. of license 

fees for 1>ermission to cut sandalwood. 

The following Original Declaration appeared in 

the Government Gazette .dated Octob,r, 1st. 1847 :.--

~'Issuing of e. speci~ timber license :tor 

s~alwood.. Colonial Secretary, G.F.Moore, hereby states 

that the regulations to be adopted ~e as fo·uows -

(l.) Bo sandalw~od cut under• (¾e~eral License 
after 1st Octo~. 

(2) District of' htent to ~ut must · be stated 

on the application. .. aJ- \ 
· · 11 

(3) License to cover cutting and removal. 
• (4) Lie·ense 'for no shorter _period than:; months 

and renewed month to month on application 
10 day-I? after .expiration. 

(5) Price £2!'10,.0 :to-1! 2 m~,. and ~•:.5.0 :for 
~vecy additional man. 

:(6) All ~utting to · be done by Li.cense." 

A '.Week 1at~ in t _he Government Gazette. '1;he 

:form r;;f LiQeD.$8 to cut sandalwood from unoccupied ·Crown lend 

was published. 

The Government Gazette on 22nd October 1847 

published the heading of a Bill whic·h bad been passed by the 

Governor, fo,: 'Cihe provision of a Fund for the C,onstruction of 

lines of eor.nmunieation, by a ·Toll upon sandalwood. The 'Bill 

stated-that a Toll of 10/- was to be =Charged on ail . s~d.alwood 

pr.epal:'ed f-0r shipment .. A penalty of £50 was also ;imposed for 

l"ailur~ to meet the Toll-, such penalty to :provide fo.r . the roadE 

~-~--- - ~'-- --- --- --------~-:--~-- - - - ---------- --~ ---- --- -·•-··- · 
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,The first licenses issued from. the 10th to 

15th October 184? were issued to farmers and wood cutters from 

Toodyay .and York. Five people applied for licenses during 

that _period. only one of whom was a woodcutter by trade. 

Names such as Barker• Taylor and Harris• well known in 

Western Australian history. were among the first to seek 

licenses. . 

It was also at this time that· the General Roads 

Trust was abolished, and was substituted by a Central Board 

of Woxks_,. . W.Knight was elected Chairman of this ,Board, and 

-one of his first acts was to insist that :returns of wood 

exported, giving details of tonage and name of th~~hi.P, should 
:. ? • 

be forwarded to ·the -co·11ector of Revenue~ Furtherm~re, he 
< 

• ; I ;! 

stated that no sandalwood -would be allowed on board a sh1_p 

without a permit. 3 Thus. he was able tq keep i.,; ,l)~per 

control over the industry_, which was :proving ·to b_e even more 

sucees~u.l than ~he export of wool and oil~ 

It was not long after the Declaration of the 
. . 

Licenses l3ill -that Governor Clarke reintroduced hi.s taxation 

on sandalwood• and had tt passed into law. Farme;rs, who had 

. progressed under the License· scheme~ .found that having to »BJ 

a high t _axation left them with ·veey little ~rofit,~ T~y soon 

began appP.eling to the Governor to lift the taxatioil~ The 

Inquirer became the mouthl)ieee·. B;nd in the Editorial the 

Governor was severely criticised. They point~ out· that if the 

tax was not lifted JnanY peo_ple would leave t~ Colony. Under 

. j .. , · Gov-ernment .Gazette - November .17, 1847.• Page 29; . 



public pressure the Governor was .forced to call together 

a Cornmi ttee to discuss the vroblem_ •. 

The Committee· duly met in .May 1848. At.this 

meeting the attendance included the Governor. Chief Seeretary
1 

Chairman of Central Board of Works, and repreaentati.ves of 

the farmers and cutters. .Matters discussed were taxation 

and the progress of the industry,. It was pointed out that 

there bad been a slight depreciation in the sale of 

sandalwood. Reason for this. was attributed to the coinDetitiOJ 

from lii:dia ·and FiJi-. Hebrides and. Caledonia� who were 

experimenting -with the wood. It was decided to �x:port a 

finer type of log. and to increase produQtion... :It was also 

stated that bartering must .cease between W .A. and China. 

Tea had been exchanged for sandalwood and proved most 

unsatisfactory·- tea sold less 'than was paid for it. 
. . 

On the subject of the taxation, t};le Governor was 

remi.nded o:t the peo1>les ·threat to I.eave the Col.ony,. .Mr. 

Thenton also reminded him that e.s th� trade had practically 

saved the Colony f1'<>m ruin, 1.t would be rldicuJous to offset 

it by aggravating the peoi,le. Figures presented regarding 

the sale of the wood were -

(a) Fo� every ton of wood: cut the Government
received ,/4d in th-e £1.

(b) Expenses on each· ton amounted on e.n

average £8 .• 15.0 (China}.�

(c) Fre:i.ght to Chin.a was £4.2.6 and Singapore

£2�5-.0.
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(d) Charges for sale 1>er ton - China £5 •. 0~0 

.Singapore £2.10.0. 
( e) Price in China £18 ton - Singa1>0re £13 ton. 
~rom these figures it was shown ~hat as expenses 

were£8.15.0-, an added tax on top ·~ this would leave a very 

small pro.fit. Confronted by -this opposition Governor Clarke 

dropped the taxation, but retained the License fee and the 
• 

4 Toll of 10/-. 

Evidences ot returning prosperity were to be 

.found J.n the exports . ~or the· year 1848, which amounted ill 
' ' ' 

value to £29.,598. Of this total sandalwood, 'whieh three years 

:previously had not been considered as an asset ·of any value9 

accounted for £13.353, more than t~e export value· or wool and 

oil together. · 5 ', ' 

An interesting -report on Stocks .and Urops No.163 

appeared 1n the Government Gazette dated 9th Decembe~ l.84S. 

r~vealing the worth of the sandalwood industcy and how :it had 

h~l:ped pull the -~olo~ through it's worst _period 1- ·, 

'~ - "Shoul.d ·our sandalwood be made a medlttm of 

exchange• the · advantage derivab'le therefrom will be 

transferred from our interna.l •to external producers of grain. 

Instead or the Colony benef1-tting by its export. the · value and 

profit therefrom.will go ·t0 strange~. in payment for that 

which . the Coloey has or should have the means of _pr.oduc~ 

it.self. 

4 - Colonial Secretary,1 & Report - 313 Supp.1848~ 
5 ·- Battie - History of W.A. - Page .l.-9~ 

.. -\-

-.-~-

• • _. ,:,+ . 



,, 

,. 

' . , 

10. 

The .exchange of sandalwood for agricult~~ 

produce does not meet the annual cost of the lllport. and 
-· 

large payments being made in specie, the circulation of the 

Colony 1s affected. The returns upon sandalwood, would, 
·, 

instead of enriching strangers, then go into the pockets c4 

the settlers. The popul'ation has grown to 4,622 .. 

Export of sandalwood - 184? - 33? tons. 
" " 

11 
" - 1848 .- l.319 tons ... -

Whilst the Colony was growing in population, it 

was also .being builfi ·n.P•· At the end -Of 1847 a track known 

as Sandalwood Road was -open.ad from Bun.bury 1n the direction 

of Williams. 6 BunbUI7 at that time . had sufficient harbour 

i'acillties to take care of aey loads of wood from the 
~ ' 

Williams ii,rea. Roads were also built from Tood.yay and York 
' i . 

leading through Guildford, which had become a chis! town and 
.,; . ~· 

junction on the wey to Fremantl.e.. A large saw mill -and 

receiving depot was set -UI> at Guildford, and there the -farmers 

and cntt~_rs c0.u.ld obtain a change -of ;;horses ~or the f1.nal. 

stretch to Fremantle. 

Two 7e8.X'S afte3: the. Committee had met to discuss . 

the aboll tior.i of taxation on sandalwood. ano.ther controvers7 _ 
. : " 

arose in another .P&.l$ -of the Colo~ - Sharks Bay. 

A Captain Scott had navigated the wate,:s around 

Sbark.Q .Bay,. and was surpr1s~ to discover sandalwood g:rowing 

along tp.e beach in considerable quantity. On his return to 

Perth h• engaged a number of men, bought horses and -equi_pment. 

6 .. Si; H.Col~batch ... story of ·lOO Years.;.. l>age 17l.,,, 
- - --------------------- ------·-- -·· 

_., 

,.. 
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He fitted out the ·ship "Prince Charlie", and sent bi.s party 

to Sharks Bay to cut too tons of the ·timber. . Upon applYing 

for a Li-ee.nse to cut the wood• he received quite a shock. 

He was told that a ·tax VJa.s to be imposed -upon each ton of ... 
sandalwood he ·cut for export. 'This tax was to _ps,y for the 

• 
roads in the ·district. The fact that there were ·no roads, 

and vecy few people in the area, didn't seem to worr_y the . 

officials in Perth. Captain Scott . pointed out that as .the 

trees .were growing .along the beach. • the wood was to be carried 

to the boat by shoulder,. Reg~less ct bis arguments the . 

tax remained. If he were to rec·eive 1ess than £7 a ton he 
' 

should pay £1 on each .ton- if the amount was ov.e-;- £7. he 
' 

was ordered to. pay 30/-. ~ 

The majority of the l)eo.l)le in the Co1ony felt 
Sc' 

I 

vecy strongly against t~ tax that ·had been ,im._posed • . As they 

pointed out~ the Government was. tarl ng the untried. Instead 

~ enforcing a tax. they should have offered a bonus t:o .help 

him 1n his work., 
' 

· . They also r~membered the previous argument on 

the same subject. · Governor Clarke bad returned to England 

in the early ,part of 1849• and he was ·replaced by . Governor 

Fitzgerald~ With the arrival .of a new Governor .it was t~ught 
. . 

throughout the Colony --that the .old tax might be introduced agaiD 

However at the first ·counc.11 meeting in Apttl of 1849. 

His .Excellency declared:-

"'· 

"You may rely on it gentlemen~ unless trade is 

of a very V//!"rY profitable nature, I shall not; trouble you with 

., 
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a tax .on sandalwood." 

To the .Colonists J.t appeare_d
1
as if Gc:>vernor 

Fitzgerald was going back on .his word • . lt was ~bvious that 
·. , . I 

the wood :was not 0£ sufficient value . to compete with other 

c-ountri.es. .It was also fee.red that it would take time to 

gain the .confidence (?f the :pu.rchaser. :The Govexnor however 

stood firm, regardless of the attacks upon the Govern.merit, 

and the tax remained. Thus the Governor made himself most 

·unpopular for a time • 

lt would seem from the aeeount that Captain 

,Scott had been lucky to secure the sandalwood, as a rival ., 
1.: 

countxy had .sent a s~p, ~he "Laurel"~ to surv_e7 the _ area. 

Had he not acted, the .~Ie,urel" would have ;taken ~he trees .. . . 
from under the Governments noses. -Captsl.n Scott engaged the 

. " .M.P .• Casslly" to proceed to Sharks Bay on return from 

Singapore~. Even with the imposed tax he did very well out 

of the area, and he made a tidy sum of money while the timber 

l~t~.7 ~ 
So · the Colony grewl .Between.. lBlf-~ and ~868 

the .population incroased from 5.000 :to 23,000. · 1fM exports 

t~ ·the same period rose :from £25,000 to over £192-. 000.. · 

As the Colony grew~ so also did the sanda1wo·od indu.st)':y. 

After the;.initial .starting off of the industry, and .lts 

gradual development to 1850, not much is heard of it. :except 

an occasiona1 report in the local newspaper. 

-
7 - Account of Captain Scott tak~n from Perth Gazette l.5/11/1851 

~e3 and .Inquirer 27 /ll/l.850 - Page 2. 
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Experimentation, for medicinal purposes, had 

been undergone., and 1n 1851 1 t was discovered that the wood. 

had other uses• other than that o:t making Chinese "Joss stickE 

the roots contained oil; . which could be used for the health, 

as well as .for the wealth. Whether the extraction o~ oil 

was carried out to a:ny extent at that stage 'Of the industr.,y 

· 8 is not known. 

Singapore by this time had become an important 

ex.porter from W .A. of sandalwood,. One boat f'ro.m B.ingapore, 

the ttGuyon",, had to wait two months for a · cargo• showing that 

they obviously valu~ the Western Anst.rallan product.- The· 
~ .t 

pric~ .rose ·in l.8!>9 to _£20 per _t -on. As in the past" criticism 

was levelled at the .industry. when it was pointed out that 

sug~ had become very ex.p~ive, and that trade with 

Mauritius -would be more beneficial~ 9 

.In l.862. two l.ett.ers · a!)peared_ in tb.f) Inquirer. 

The first was from a cutter in the South West, who i.n 

expressing his thanks to t;he G:overnment on the manner in which 

they were handling proceedings, stated that tne wood W8' . 

fetching as much as £25 to £30 per ton,. l.Q the other 'letter 

was from a correspondent in Ob.in.a, who wrote · to the Paper 

explaining how the export· trade from W.A. had S.Preaa 1n that 

countcy.. The letter went _on to · say that the cities of Hankow1 

Tientsin1 Shanghai• Hongkong and Canton were the -chief centres.· 
I • 

8 ~ Public Gazette - 14/2/1851 - P .2. 
9...;. Inquirer- 30/11/lBfflf - P.2 

10 ~ J:ni~ - l~Ag,,i~ -:_ Y.i 
ll - In u11e1 - Ii I b \ l'8b:2. 

~" ....... ,. ....... -· --- -~-~-.. -~-:.- _._...--,------:--~~~~~,----:------,-------------

:! 
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Constantly ap~earing i.n the newspapers cf that 

year -0f 1862, , _were arguments for and against the continuation 

.of the industry. One person wrote that in bis opinion 

sandalwood was leading• the country. ·t .o ruin -- that farmers 

devoted more time to .cut.ting timber, than to their crops.12 

Another correspondent1 on the other hand~ pointed out that 

previously when there had been a cessation .of the industry, 

it had cost the country £16.ooo, and this would again lead 

to .depression~ ~3 So the bat.tle of co1.Tesponclenee raged. 

One rather wise -suggestion at the time was -to .the effeet,. :: 

tbat with the ,influx of 60.000 Chinese j,nto New .Sou.th Wales 

and Victorl.a, a Teady market eou1d be f ou.nd .in those States. 

From 1862 t .o 1868, the boom year of the industry, ~. 
i 

the market had its ups and downs. ~ge quantities and 

good prices was the r~e one year, but the next would find 

prices down again. From 1866.;iio l.868 was the gradual .c1imb 

to the best year since 1t·•s inception~ · Great quantities 

· passed through Gu!.ldf ord• .and 1n 1868• in a period of 

eight months, 3-,000 tons were shipped away.14 Bat-tye 

st~tes for example - "The trade in s~alwood was lucrative, 

maintaining throughout these 3ears an e.verage export value 

• 

of over £20 , .000 amrually • and risl.ng _ ~ 1868 to £26, 045." 

12 - Inquirer - 9/9/1862 .... P.2 

15 

13 - ft n - ~/lJ../1862 - • 
14 - Perth Gazette - 4/9/1868 - P.2 
15 - Battye - Histo.ry of w.A .• - P.273. 

? 
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The trade varied with the local demand· for 

general labour, and s.lso with the prices at Singapore and 

other ports to .which it was sent .. Dur.ing the period 1869 . 

to 18?4 -the .industry reach_ed it•s highest p~ak. The total. 

value exported in those six yea.rs was £2'73,838, o.fl which 

£70~5?2 was ·dispatched in the latter year. 16• · 

Some interesting features also arose 1ri these 

years.. A -large qua.nti~y of -wood was :f owid growing 70 miles 

.from Xing George·, Sound. l? (No mention., however• is mi!lde -0f · 

it's possibilities). The first roots of sandalwood were _· 

exported to China, 18 aDd agriculturalists_, like/ R~be:rt King~ 

were commenting on the injury don~ to the trade by ignorance · 

19 ~ the correct treatment of the tree. 

Conditions gradually changed! After the boom 
._1 
::.•' 

:period up to 1874, :the trade fe~l aw.a:,. The market lasted 

for another nine yearst but it began _to decline rapid1y -after 
. ! 

1883. · itts place being more than tak~n by the increasing 

demand for hardwood timbers. 20 A letter written in 1876 
. . 1 

indicates the :true situation.,. The comment made was that 

as before, 60 or ·70 teams came to Perth weekly~ the numbers 

had rapidly declined. 2). Furthermore·, the area from which 
. . 

the timber had been cut was extended to the eastern wheatbelt. 

16 - Bat.tye - Histo_g of w_.._. P.298 
17 - Inquirer - 31/3/1870 - P.3 
18 - .Perth Gazette - l.2/.8/l.870 - P.2 
19 - Inquirer - 8/3/1871 - P.3 · · · 
20 - Battye - P.J.story of W.A .... P.:326 
21 - Herald - 23/12/1876 - P., 

L---------,-----,,......._...,.~---~___:__.-----------·-----
r.r,...⇒ :uz .::¥::'•..& '""J".' ---=~ .. .., -.. 
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In those areas wells were sunk for the benefit 

of men cutting timber east of Northam. 22 In the same 

year an Act was passed prohibiting the ·destruction or 

export -of miniature sandalwood. 23 This was a lead to the 

industry which was 1ater to be . . started in this State~ the 

purpose being the extraction of oil from the roots and sawd.uf. 

U:p to this stage in the history of this 

fascinating industry, all exporting bad been carried out by 

private _parties cutting the timb.er under the guidance of the 

Government. · Some small Companies of several cutters had bee~ 

formed, but most was still cut _ by the farmers in -the areas 
· -

east of Perth. As _the north opened up, small quantities of 

sandalwood were brought down from that area to Fremant1e. 
. ' 

However, ·the timber :in the _north was not o; important -value 

until after the turn of the Century. In the meantime, . it 
; t 

· began to dawn on the Government that sandalwood was not Just 

a sideline for helping farmers establish their farms and 

properties - they saw in the industry a hope for · the rutur& 

of the State. 

Turning _their ,eyes to .India, and. to 1;he 

prosperous State of Mysore. they observ.ed that the only way 

to foster the industry was to have more cont.rol over the 

conservation of the trees. In. India, so much was thought of 

the -~ little tree~ that the Government of that <:ountry 

22 - Colonial Secretary's Report F1le 1459/148Jl52 & 156 • 18l 
23 - n " " " 1406/41; 42 & 4.5 - 1882, 

·• -·-·""' ... 
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passed Acts rnaJd ng · it en offence to injure one of them. 

Trees were likely to grow anywhere, provided they were near 

a host plant~ and residents would wake up one morning to 

:find they had a miniature sandalwood for.est in their front 

garden. As soon as one tr.eeri:was cut down, another was 

planted. Thus, they maintained the ever ready sup_pl.y. 

India became the mode+ for Western Australia. 24 

Maey authorities in W.A~ ad.vised the 

Government to •declare sandalwood as being a monopoly. -.and 

to make export· illegal. The ·Government did not accept this 

advice, ·but instead a_pl?ea1ed to the ·~armers ·t~ preserve some 

of the trees, by keeping their land cl-ear ~ f'i·re and pests~ 
• : _., !, • • . 

Furthermore·, ·they set as~de 1arge areas of' sandalwood as 

Reserves, '!from which trees cou1d be ·cut only 1>11. application. 
. . 

Plans were also under way for ·reforestation. 

In the late 1aao•s, Mr.E.J~Parzy. a -chemist 

who had been experimenting in the making of oil from the 

roots and butt of the -sandalwood tree, set U.P a distillery at 

Torbay _near Mt.Barker. 25 1.fhe sawdust used :in the distilling 

was found to be rich 1n -0.11., The . industr:,_ .however did ~ot· pay1 

and it was ·closed -down after 3 years. _N~ve~theless, in that 

3 years there was a good ov-erall production of oU., . It was 

suggested 1 at the time, that if only the sandalwood· cou1d be 

conserved, the oil distillery and _sale- of a standard p\j.re oil 

24- Hutchins - Discussion on Aust.Forestry 1916 - P~242 
25 - Information obtained from a telephone conversation with 

R.E.Parr.y. · relative of E.J .• Parry~ 

-·--- ··-- - -
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Jnight beco~e a ,lucrative undertaking. 26 · Before the 

distillery at Torbay had collapsed, a Mr.Knoop set up a 

similar distillery at South Fremantle. 27 It is not known 

how long the distillery lasted. ·· 

In 1895 the Government began experimenting 

again in reforestation 0£ sandalwood. They had tried small 

experiments earlier, but they had p~oved failures. As 

reforestation was then only in it's infancy, they had not 

realised that they had man;y botanical problems to first 

overcome. The reason for the failure was t%'8.ced ·to the 

destruction of host plants 1n clearing the land prior ~o 

planting., Furthermore, in most cases the seedlings .bsii been 

planted-toofar from the host p1ant. After D.A.Herbert had 

published his .book "Root Parasitism"• 1t was easily .s~en where 

and why earlier atte.m_pts had failed. Ar.med with know1edge 

and plenty of determination further attempts were made. 28 :. 

Two s~tes .were ehosen - ·Pinge.l]Jr and Eeekerlng. 

At Pingell,y, the authorities 1n ~huge -ot· 
. 

the experiments ,planted o~ 20 acres. The planting, however, 

was done too late in the year. and results were not 
1 
~ ;" 
f· 

satisfactol:',7,. After re-planting at the .correct time, they 

had good results,. Folµ' year2:1 later 1n 1899, several hundred 

more acres were planted~ most of which sowing proved successful 

26 - Hutchins - Discussion .on Aust,.Forestey 1916 - P .. 242-3. 
2? - Telephone conversation with R.E.Parry. . 
28 - Hutehins - Discuss.on Aust.Forestry 1916 - P.244 .• 

- ~ = .- . 
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The ex_perime-nt failed later due to trouble with rabbits 
... '. 29 

and fire • . 

~he plantation at Meckering was more . . 
• successtu1~ · A large area of ·18.Iid needed protection, so 292 

acres were declared a reserve. For a small expenditure 

the result was good.- Where they had failed at Pinge.lly • 

they succeeded in keeping out_ the pests. In 1900, 1.3,350 
. . . . 

seedlings $nd sand nuts were sow.n, _and the new seedlings 

showed phenomenal growth. The Plantation was to later 
. . ~ 

become a source of supply• 30 

As b~fore areas were being cut out too 

quickly. The price in China and Singapore had dropped, owing 

to a glut on the market-. Piles of the wood were stacked at 

Fremantle ready for shipment, but in ma.l'l..)" cases the loads 
' 

.remained rotting near the wharves. The Government stepped 

"in to relieve the situation. They made the. regulation 

circumference measurement :of all trees to~ export l.5 J.nehes • . 
They brought in a $ystem .C Lieens~s.. wbi.eh bad to 'be_ held 

by the -engager e.nd the cutter before eutting could b~gin. . 
·The fee for such License was 5/"':" per mont-h for each man, 

employed. In 1896 the amount exported was :£65•800~ 
. . 

The most important step taken ~Y the · . '· 

Government was the establishment of a Forests Department, 

whose .job- it was to -eontrel all matte~ centred around the -' 

. 
29_· - Annual :Progress R,port of . Woods & Forests De_pt • . 1891 
30 ·- fl n n ft tt a 1t 
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exi>ort and -import of timber, Bnd the care of the forests. 

One of the first things done _by ·that Department was to close 

large areas against all cutting. Most .of the areas around 

Toodyay and York had been cut out; and the main source was 

then the wheatbelt · and eastern gold.fields. As the wheat 

growing areas were opened up, the farmers were in a happy 

position to be able to fall back. on sandalwood as a means of 

income. , One authority wrote regarding the reservation of 

,.valuable timber ::-
\; 

"It is e.ppara:nt that ;some people look on the 

forestry experiments with amusement-~ but if' ·t-hey would give 

-the matter consideration and conside~ the immense source of 

wealth the sandalwood industry has been to the State in the 

past, -I feel sure they would admit that any experiment would 

. serve as a stimulus to, them to plant their waste land with 
< / . 

·this ve;luable tree, is worthy of attention .and interest of 

the .community at ·large.fl 3l : 

Aftet . the Kalgoorlie· railway· line was ·-opened, 

in the la9o•s, the sandalwood was · brought. to Fremantle by 
I ' - • ' • , 

re.iL. Prospectors in the outback areas in the mlilga country 
-

obtain~ relief by euttilJg -the wood.. Small lln.e.s. like tram 

lines, wer~ bni1t Ul) to 80 miles , from the main railway, and 

' 
the wood was cut and brought to the sidings in sl1lall carts. 

About 1913, a .Mr.Braddock . opene4 up a. factor., 

at Belmont; foz- the distillation of' sandal 011111 It _had been 

31 _.;.;. Annual Progress Report .of _Woods & Forest D.e.:pt- 1900. 
I_( , , : . 

·., 
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discovered by sc;,entists and chemists that . sandalwood oil 
.{ 

could be used for medicinal purposes. The Indians for -examplE 

had been using the oil as an antiseptic, and the South East 

Asian women made a paste .from the oil and used it on their 

faces to improve their com~lexion. The British Medical 

Association had discovered that when used in the capsule form, 

the oil. helped in the cure of venereal diseases, such as 

Gonorrhoea and Syphilis. It w~ not long before ~raddock, ,, 

who produced undtr the name of the Braddock Essential Oil 

CompSIJY1 was exporting some of this oil to Eng1and. His 

first factory was aotually .. in Perth, where he could employ 

gas in the distilling, but he later ~hanged back to Belmont 

when he discovered that wood gas was just as effeetive. 

In 1917, after a slow beginning, Braddock was preducing up to 

3,000 lbia of oil a year for export and local use. The oil 

had been recognised and accepted by the British Pharmacopoeia.: 

Plantations were then also under way to 

meet the demand tor Wood, One amusing story is told of a 

ple.ntatioil be~ opene<i, the autho;rities ha~ng high ho.Pea of 

its productivity.. The Department .fenced it off, but an Ahab 

(a local ~esident) who, seeing what he thought would be good 

grazing land, applied to the Government for the lease,. He 

was granted the land, and although the Forestcy Department 

put up a fight, the Ahab won the argument and the l~• 33 

33 - Australian Forest17 Journal 1,5/1/192;. 

--..__.. ..... - ·-•--· .J· -
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As most of . the wood then out came :from the· mulga 
.. ..... . . 

regions and eastern Goldf'i:lds, it was only. natural to 

establish plantations in those areas • . , One was .. started at 

Meckering in 1916, and another at Bendering 1.n ·191a. 

I~teresting details :from these experiments were s-

(a) old jam trees served as the best hosts 
(b) trees on Gold.fields take up to ,50 years to 

mature, and at Bendering an expected 30 years. 

It was also disQovered that in the Kalgoorlie district, 

regeneration was :frequent and 20.5,000 acres were gazetted as 

Reserves. 

l?roduction and .Prices during the War years ' 

1914-18 increased in· leaps and bounds·. With the added need 

for sandal oil for the treatment of venereal diseases, the 

export pric€s rose. India eve~ went as far as declaring the 

~eldng of the oil a Government monopoly.34 In 1917 the 

price rose to £15.10.0 a ton+ 35 In 1920, for example, 

the export value was £240,.579, of which £3,?04 was of oil 

produeed in this ',State. The Government royalty was ~reased 

from 5/- to · £2 a ton~-. JG . 
. . 

About '.1922 1 Plaima;- Limited bought the dlstiller.y 

from Braddock. and . wer~ then the sole producers of oil in 

Western Australia • . (Their present factory is in Havelock 

Streett Perth). 37 : 
; ~ 

34, - Aust.Fol:'est Journal 1918 July - P.9 _ ,5 - Annual .Progress R~p.Woods & Forests Dept., . 1917 
,6 - Aust .Fores tr.,- Reports -- J.~20 · 
,v ·- Aust~Forestry R~port 1924:. 
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-:-1Ddootl7. 111th i:-eceipts tor Oltl,)Orts totall1ns £348.?1.3. ,a
. 

. 

Later on 1n th.e 4ecade� tw,ther plantatiotia 1ren esta.bllehi 

bl the drier flr888 ot the e.astem G.oldf1.elds. It wan fount 

tl1a:t the rec1pe for suce�s naa a good �ly J."a!n• wl'· _ ch 

ell � 1 yea:N 1n ,._ In e. ra1'i0rt tco t:1 e De��nt. or.1e3

ot the Of'.t.!cers �ox-king on the vltmtation stated:

"Batural �egellG.ration gives l c.t. ot timber· 

per acn 1n i'orto' yeas. 11henas t.rom utU1c1al so s.ng. 

20 cwt. -coul.d be pro4uoed 1n "8 eame _pertoa,.• :39 

An b.partaat event took place 1n 1929. Under
the -� Act, all the �t � Sand.e.lnood comptmloa, 

•� f"o-ur. amalzamat ed to form tr..e Australian Stmt'ialwoo 

��. This Oo� controlled and still cont.role the 

entin export oE aandall cod t.roa this State. 40

19,0 •o.• a tall ln the expon J?rice to 
. ; . 

1tron· thm untU 194} � prlco nee ·and £ell 

.a!'JB. ..U.clnaa \9e�e takJ.ng the pll!lc-e ot sandal oU - tl1.G 

introduction ot pen!.oillln, being a .1808t :lm.;:.:ortant: discoterz• 

Also the 4-epnssion yeus 1t29 to l.9J) pl.Byetl �botr vat�

Ia li,S there were 2'5.'27 1\la ot oU tU,portea •. but rtn yeam 

� � lmlf. that amount was ex90rted. ·42. . 
. JI - Aust.-:toreau:r Re.I)Ort 1924 

-
Jt - .Auat.Foroa-t17 � 15/12/1927 P.322 
40 - Conw�otlon wi:tb a.tQlor• seq.Anst.�lvoo4 007. 

· 41 • A-\lSt. Foreb't.Q Bapon 19,0 · _
42 • Annual Erog2eos Repol1; Woods & l'orestr;y·.De1�. 19,a.
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£80 was the value .of the shipment in 1943, amd most of that 

was oil. 43 Du.ring the War years 1939-45, ha.rdly any wood 

was cut, . but in 1947 the industry resumed activities. The 

~igur.es for 1950 are l-
Valu.e of wood exported - £100,616. 
Amount ·of oi.1 " " - 7., 2'13 1bs • 44 

These figures have remained fairly constant up to the 

present time. 

Today the face of the industry has changed a lot 

to what it was .in l.845.~ As much as £26 a ton 1s obtained 

, from importing countries. Cbinti 'is ~'o longer the chiet 
.. 

buyer" owing to 1t1s ~v:ul:g S.' Coromun1 st regime. Singa_pore., 

Java, al1 the East Indian Islands and Pacific · Islands 

where it is not grown.,. along with Formosa," are the eastern 

buyers,. Ameriea, Britain and Franoe are the chief Western 

countries on the importing list~ In Eastern countries. 

they still buy the wood for ornamental uses. and oft.en extract 

thei.r own oil .for medi~inal purposes.. The Western buyers use 

the oil~ wbioh tt:t,3 .Purchase ·Or extract, as a ~ixative :in the 

,making of perfumes end so~.P, as well as minor m~cina1 lises. 4-.5 .. , 

The sandalwood industry has grown :trom an 

experiment in .l.845. ~o t.he smooth running ;production we know 

lt today~ · The_ tree played · an important part in the 

development .of Western Australia, as :it always cornff!anded ready 

money• which tided :the farmer over his early difficulties~ 

43 - · Aust. Forestry R~port - 1943. 
44 - Annual Progress RePort 1950. 
45 - Oonversation with Mr,'Taylor, Sec~Aust.sandalwood Coy. 
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Such benefits are enjoyed by ~rospectors and _others on the 

goldfields now. ~oday' most sandalwood is cut in these 

areas :-
100 miles north east of Wiluna 

• " • n .,. La.verton 
Psynes ·Find ' and on both ·sides of the 

Nors-eman and Trans Line. 

The industry has gone hand 1.n hand with the growth of the 

State, and as ma.ny historians point out - "Had it not been 

for sandalwood• ·w.A. might not have been the State it i.s 
. ' 

today~ land of sunshine and 9pportunity.-
• •• • I •, > ' 
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$Ull!MARY - FROM NOTES MADE BY MR. D.W .R. STEWART . 

NOTES FROM A HISTORY OF THE SANDALWOOD INDUSTRY OF WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA BY JOHN UNDERWOOD IN 1954. A THESIS FOR THE 
LEE STEERE AWARD, CLAREMONT TEACHERS TRAINING COLLEGE 

Foreword: A history of the early days of Western Australia. 

Thanks are recorded to R.E. Parry, to Mr. Taylor (a former 

Secretar3r of the Australian Sandalwood Co.), to Mr. Budd 

of the Forests Department and Miss Roberts (Forests 

Department Librarian) in f'u.rnishi:ag material for the above 

thesis. 

Page 1 - Distribution of Sandalwood 

India and Australia with a little in Hawaii and Fiji. 

South Australia and Queensland in addition to 

Western Australia except in the Kimberleys and the extreme 

South West. 

' •l" C:'1,.,l, I \ u1 
Santalum ls.nceolatum occurs in the Kimberleys only. 

For descriptions see Alexander Howard "Timber of the · 

World" page 525. 

Logs are said to be 12' to 18' by 10" to 15" circum

ference. That is a log 12 feet long would be 6 to 7 cwt. 

Note: It is felt that 10 to 15" circumference 

should read 10 to 15" diameter. 

-'i'l,11. ~ ... - , .... ('.< It is dull yellow in colour, darkening to brown. 
,.......__,L \ 

Pa~ - Main Uses 
/ ~' I (. ,, 

Its value lies in the scented oil in the , .heartwood s7J'er; y c.to11,<Tt ,c. 

and is used for oriental carvings, ornaments, joss 

sticks and oil distillation. 

Pa&L.i 

It is a parasite occurring on a wide range of hosts. 

A native tree to Western Australia. In early land settle-

- ment it was destroyed in clearing for agriculture. In 
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/ 1840 the State population was only 2,311 and the land 

was being settled between Perth and Albany. Up till 

1843 , i t was destroyed in clearing. 

h tc (L •c..__ Pa~ Su Hu. r-.r. ,,,.,ch'/-~.d of s,1~t (k.r .;:-,,-ex ie-tJf 

4 om 1845 it was separately cut and stacked. A 

Colonial Secretary Report No. 313 issued as a supple

ment in 1848 mentions negotiations with Chinese buyers. 

-1-o cf~~:-ec '"1" 

~l~~_.e,f.:~ 
(_} I P 

Hal Colebatch on page 177 of his "Story of 100 

Years", states that Sandalwood helped in pioneering the 

southern interior. The first shipment to China in 1845, 

cut east of the Darling Range, 4 tons brought £40. 

. (See also Battye page 179) (£10 a ton was then a high 

price). 

Pa~ 

Refers to a depression at this time. Governor 

Clarke in 1846 when the West Australian Bank offered 

assistance t o cutters by way of an advance of £2 per 

load stacked on the beach at Fremantle plus 10/- when 

shipped. 

Trade was also done with Mauritius and Ceylon in 

\ 1846, 200 tons were ready for despatch. The total 

value of the timber and sandalwood exported in that 

\. year was £575 - see Battye page 184. 

In 1847 a tax of £1 per ton was levied for road 

maintenance but owing to strong opposition this was 

dropped. 

l'ag_e 6 

The next step was licensing. Under Colonial 

Secretary C.E. Moore licenses were issued for three 

months and renewed monthly thereafter. The price was 

£2/10/- for two men plus 25/- for each additional man. 
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The Government Gazette of 1847 refers to a toll of 10/

per ton on all sandalwood prepared for shipment. A 

penalty of £50 was proposed for non-payment, the object 

being to raise revenue for roads. 

PafilLJ.. 

The first licenses on the 10th-15th October, 1847, 

were issued to farmers and cutters at Toodyay and York. 

w. Knight, Chairman of the Board of Works, insisted on 

returns giving tonnage and the name of the ship to the 

Collector of Revenue. (See Government Gazette, 17th 

November, 1847, page 29.) It was more successful than 

the export of wool and oil. 

Page 8 

The tax was reintroduced under strong farmer pro

test. A committee was formed and met in May 1848. For 

each ton cut the Government received 3/4d. in the £1, 

i.e. one-sixth. Expenses per ton were £8-£15 and 

freight was £4/2/6d. to China and £2/5/- to Singapore. 

Pa~ 

Charges for sale per ton were £5 to China and 

£2/5/- to Singapore. The tax was dropped and the license 

and toll were retained. (See Colonial Service Report 

313 supplement 1848). 

total 
In 1848 theAexport value was £29,598 of which 

Sandalwood brought £1 3 9 353 - Battye page 191. The 

returns were greater than those from wool plus oil. 

A report on the 9th December, 1848 on stocks and 

1/ crops tells how sandalwood pulled the Colony through 

the worst period of its depression. The population 

( had grown to 4,622 • 
• 
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Page 10 

Sandalwood export in 1847 was 337 tons and in 1848 _\.._ f 3 3>"1-D?--o ~ 

·1 , 31 9 tons. In 1 847 a tra ck called the "Sandalwood 

Road," was cut through from Bunbury to Williams. Also 

from Toodyay and Yo rk,it came in through Guildford. 

In 1850 Captain Scott found Sandalwood growing along 

the beach in q_uantity at Sharks Bay. 

Page J_1 

Scott arranged for men, horses and gear, fitted 

out a boat called the "Prince Charlie" and a party to 

cut 100 tons. The tax was still applied to him regard

less of the fact that ther~ were no roads at that 

a,, ,s,C...._.~_;~ ,.._" 

l ~0'1C1< . .:, 

. \.. hLt?. 

.-,r,---(,.f_ O t..\.- '"'~ t. 

eltt. €e~.r~} 
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locality. The tax was quoted at £1 per ton if he 

received less than £7 per ton and 30/- a ton if he 

received more than £7 a ton. In 1849 Governor Fitzgerald 

l"etained the tax but Scott did quite well whj_le the 

Sandalwood lasted. 
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1849 to 1868 the population had increased from 

5,000 to 23,000. Exports increased from £25,000 to 

£192,000. The Sandalwood industry had gro1m rapidly. 
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Singapore was a:a important exporter 
' 

1851. Its medicinal use was recognised. 

(r, .... -c,4,- i .... ,.q' 
of wood/ by 

The price in 

1859 was £20 per ton, In 1862 a cutter states that 

wood is bringing £25 to £30 per ton. Five Chinese 

cities were the chief centres in 1862·,. 



~ 

I \
-c _.,,.4, ,I.. 

,. (, . .L • 

., ..vJpe-1'7" -
,.il..v"' ~ L,J-"' , .. 

r.i<-vl \ \( 
L t•.'J 

.J 

- 5 -

Page 14 

The industry had its ups and downs. 1868 was a boom year. 

In 8 months in 1868 3,000 tons were shipped, and Batt~e describes 

it as a lucrative trade with an average sea export value of more 

than £20 000 per year. reachrJ.26 045 in 1 968. e/; r.o o 000 e,ft,,,...ri._~11_ 
, . , 'J , ,_::...., N ~tAJ 4 v,'1::_. 
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Trade varied with the local labour demand. 

In 1869 to 1874 it reached a peak with £273,833 exported 

in toto of which £70,572 worth was exported in 1874. i,.c_ ft'r$1- tot1t f,., 
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The area of cutting extended to the 

Uo <> .,.., ~V' 
------- '·70 ..,,..,.;./€' S f,'tc-, u /) /jy.__.~'f 

Jk-e}_LAA.'c_c,/ c,_f'#-V' f I? ~ S • 
eastern wheatbelt. 

Wells were sunk east of Northam for sandalwood pullers. The 

destruction of small trees was forbidden and most production 

up to this time had been by farmers. 

PagQ__fl 
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The Govt. appealed to farmers to preserve areas and some 

trees and sandalwood reserves were proclaimed. In the 1880's 

E.J. Parry set up a distillery near Torbay producing Sandalwood 

oil, but it did not pay and was closed after 3 years. 
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A Distillery was established at South Fremantle by Knoop. 

In 1895 experiments were made by the Government in reforestation 

of sandalwood, but these failed. 

-- In 1916 further attempts were made at Pingelly and Meckering. 

This is mentioned by Hutchins in his report about 1916 when he 

states that in 1900 13,350 nuts were sown at Meckering. It was 

believed this would be a later source of supply. See also 

Forests Department report of 1897. 
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Fa; f-eo c,(C, t..R.. 'tO -i\,L/),J·t. 4. -ft. ,'{_ I 

1896 Sandalwood export was placed under Forests Department 
~-

control. $, ... t'i,<;,e,,,>" t~ ... , f> ( .,_,~> t,.,c~ .. ~c (a..,, ({ 

u..,,...,.:rfc -!-'lt. c.:./ --i.c.c,.-i.<.ce, f/e +-1'-<._C.. 



.a; 

I ~ 
' . 

- 6 -

Page 20 

The Kalgoorlie line opened in 1900 and Sandalwood was 

railed to Fremantle. ( obviously the Goldfields exploitation . 

of Sandalwood did not really commence until this line was opened~) 

Prospectors were then the main suppliers of wood, some of which 

was supplied from the light wood lines running out to as much 

as 80 miles from Kalgoorlj_e. 
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In 1913 Braddock had a distillation factory at Belmont 

distilling the oil forv? edicinal use. It was exported. In 1917 

he was producing up to 3,000 lbs of oil per year and it was 

recognised by the British Pharmacopaea. See Australian Forestry 

Journal. 1~/ '/ )..3, 
Page 22 

Plantings at Meckering in 1916, Bendering 1918 and Jam was 

recognj sed as the best host. There was a reference to maturity 

up to 50 years or at Bendering up to 30 years. In Kalgoorlie 

regeneration was frequent. 205,000 acres of reserves were 

proclaimed. 

In 1917 the price was quoted at £15/10/- per ton. 

In 1920 export values £240,579 of which £3,000 was for oil. 

Royalty was increased from 5/- to £2. 

In 1922 Plaimar bought out Braddock. 
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By 19f 4 exports had reached the figure of 348,713 tons. 

Yields are quoted in the Australian Forestry Journal of 

15th December, 1927, page 322. 

1929 saw the amalgamation of the various Sandalwood 

companies to form the Australian Sandalwood Company. 
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In 1950 wood exports totalled £100,616 and oil 7,273 lbs. 

Eastern countries use it principally for medicinally purposes 

ie., the oil and ornaments. In Western Nations it is used for a 

fixative for perfumes and soaps. 
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By 195'4 cutting was more remote and wood was coming from 

100 miles north-east of Wiluna and 100 miles east of Laverton. 

Other supplies were coming from Paynes Find and both sides of 

the Tr ans-Australian railway line. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. Alexander Howard. 

2. David Hutchins report 1914. 

3. Annual reports of the Forests Department, 1896/97, 1900, 

1917, 1938, 1950. 

4. Australian Forestry Journal 1923 , 1918 and 1927. 

5. Australian Forestry Report 1920, 1924-, 1930 and 1943. 

6. Dr. Eattye - History of W. A. 

7. Colonial Secretary's reports of 1948 and 1882. 

8. Government Gazette 1947 - 1948. 

9. Herald Newspaper 1876. 

10. The Inquirer - 1850, 1859, 1862, 1869 and 1871. 

11. The Perth Gazette - 1850, 1851, 1868 and 1870 . 

1 2. Forests and Forest Products Inclustries of Western Australia 

1 921 • 


