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This document was prepared for the Department of Conservation and Land 

Management by the Western Desert Working Group to provide some background for 

the Management Plan that is being prepared for Rudall River (Karlamilyi) National 

Park. It also provided useful background material for the Social Impact Study. As 

noted in the report, the contributors are expressing their own views and these do not 

necessarily coincide with those of the Department of Conservation and Land 

Management 

Nevertheless, for the most part, the Department considers the document most helpful 

and supports its release to parties who have a genuine interest in the issues and their 

resolution. 

When the document was first presented to the Department with the request for its 

release to other parties, several problems were immediately obvious in Chapter 1. 

These included errors of fact and interpretation which we believe are misleading or 

incomplete. 

With respect to the former, th� author agreed to make changes which are satisfactory to 

the Department. With respect to the latter the Department does not wish to exercise 

censorship, but neither does the Department accept the interpretation given. 

Many of these problems have been due to a difference in interpretation of a condition of 

the exploration licence that requires tenement holders to comply with the Aboriginal 

Heritage Act. Numerous difficulties have arisen over differences in interpretation of 

how this condition should be admip.istered and we believe it is important for this to be 

clarified. 
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I enclose a copy of the Resource Document relating to Aboriginal 
interests in Rud all River (Karlamilyi) National Park. 

CALM, as part of the preliminary work associated with the 
planning process and as an indication of support for the Social 
Impact Study, provided funds for the collation and presentation of 
this resource material . It will be one of the many valuable 
references that will be used in the preparation of the Draft 
Management Plan for Rudall River National Park. I hope it will 
eventual] y prove useful to everyone interacting directly or 
indirectly with the Aborigines of the Western Desert. 

Apart from some corrections of fact in Chapter 1, which the 
author agreed to, CALM has not edited or altered the document in 
any way. It was prepared for the Western Desert Puntukurnuparna 
Aboriginal Corporation by people under contract to them. It 
therefore represents the views of the authors concerned and does 
not purport to represent t_he views of CALM or the Western 
Australian Government. 

The document was commissioned by CALM as part of t h e  
preliminary work associated with the planning process and may 
not be copied or circulated without my permission in writing. 

Yours sincerely 

¥�
Syd Shea 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Pd-�� 
29 June 1989 
Encl 
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