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INTRODUCTION

This audit of public submissions is part of the "Western
Australian Nature Reserve Management Plan" series. Each plan
in the series is published as a draft for public comment, 1In
this case, because of the interest shown by the 1local
community, a "prepublication draft" was published for review by
reserve neighbours and other members of the local community,
and by the Toodyay Shire Council. The prepublication draft was
revised, guided by submissions received, and published as the
usual draft complete with acknowledgements to contributors,
Following three months of public comment, this audit of public
submissions, incorporating all comments, was prepared. This is
accompanied by the preparation of an "amended draft", based on
the original, and influenced by the public submissions. The
amended draft is then submitted to the Western Australian
Wildlife Authority (WAWA), Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife
and Bush Fires Board for approval. Following this the plan is
published in its final form,

The draft management plan (DMP) for nature reserves in the
Shire of Toodyay is sixth in the series and the third to adopt
a regional approach. Although the region is administrative,
rather than geographic, it does allow the placement of nature
reserves in the spatial context of landform, soils, geology and
vegetation. Most importantly, the nature reserves in the Shire
of Toodyay are recognised in a regional context as an integral
part of land use in the area.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE DRAFT PLANS

The prepublication draft for the Toodyay nature. reserves was
published in October 1983. It was released at a public meeting
held in Toodyay on 2 November 1983. The public release
received substantial media coverage, with articles appearing in
both the Northam Advertiser and West Australian (App. 1I).
Copies of the prepublication draft were distributed to the
Toodyay Shire Council, local associations and organisations and
reserve neighbours, giving them the opportunity to provide
input prior to the publication of the formal draft. This first
draft remained open for comments and submissions until the end
of December 1984.

The draft, with a significant input from residents of Toodyay
Shire, was published in May 1984. It remained open for
submissions until mid-August 1984. This draft was distributed
to two groups: ‘

1. Standard Mailing List

This is a standard list held by the Department of
Fisheries and wWildlife. It includes Commonwealth and
State government organisations and conservation groups,
plus naturalists and members of the public who have
expressed a general interest in the management planning
series,. :



2. Members of the local community

This is the group to whom copies of the prepublication
draft were distributed, and includes members of the local
community, reserve neighbours, the Toodyay Naturalists'
Club, the  Toodyay branch of the Primary Industry
Association and the Toodyay Shire Council.,

The distribution of a prepublication draft to the local
community, and of the draft itself to a wider audience
maximised opportunities for public comment, particularly for
Shire residents. Such drafts encourage all concerned to become
actively involved in the planning process.

A total of 80 <copies of the prepublication draft were
distributed to members of the local community. All submissions
received on the prepublication draft came from within this
group. About 210 copies of the draft plan were distributed.
Of these 100 went to people or organisations on the Department's
standard mailing 1list, 70 went to members of the local
community and 40 went to people requesting copies, either by
letter or phone.

Submissions to the prepublication draft were received from the
following individuals and organisations (App. II):

Local Authority

Toodyay Shire Council

Local associations or organisations

The Primary Industry Association of Western Australia-Toodyay
Branch
Toodyay Naturalists' Club

Reserve neighbours/members of the local community

Mr Jim Masters (pers. comm,)

Mr Wally Chitty

Mr Sydney Cook

Mr Malcolm Butterly (pers. comm.)

Submissions to the draft weré received from the following
individuals and organisations (App. III):

1. Standard mailing list

State government organisations

Forests Department
Bush Fires Board

Conservation groups

conservation Council of Western Australia
West Australian Wildflower Society
W.A. National Parks and Reserves Association

(W.A.N.P.A.R.A.)
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The Tree Society

Tertiary institutions

Dr Brian Collins (School of Biology, Western Australian
Institute of Technology) '

2. Members of the local community

Local Authority

Toodyay Shire Council

Reserve neighbours/Shire residents

Hon. Margaret McAleer, M.L.C.
Ms Ray Paynter

Mr Hector Wood

Mr Wally Chitty

3. Other

Ms Betty Wellington (Western Australian Naturalists' Club)
(pers. comm, )

Mr Otto Mueller (Western Australian Naturalists' Club)

Mr P.L. Ridgway (Consulting Archaeologist)

Mr K. Griffiths (Western Australian Naturalists' Club)

ISSUES RAISED IN THE SUBMISSIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAFT
PLANS

The tone of all submissions was favourable, indicating a strong
positive response to the DMP. The following comment by the
Forests Department provides a good example of the tone and
sentiments expressed in many of the submissions:

"Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this
publication. Appreciating the problems inherent in
the concept and practice of preparing management
plans I can only recommend your efforts in providing
an excellent balance between the ‘"readibility",
management guidelines and background information
presented within your series of plans.

The draft for Management Plan No. 6 is a clear, well
researched document, enthusiastically presented."

The following two comments, the first from the Toodyay
Naturalists' Club and the second from W.A.N.P.A.R.A., are also
typical of the strong positive tone:

"Members of this Club would like to compliment your
Department on the compilation of the ... Management
Plan. We feel it 1is certainly a positive step
forward in the protection and preservation of the
wildlife and habitats in our Shire.,



We would especially 1like to congratulate the
Department on the release of the Draft Document to

~ interested 1local residents at a meeting in Toodyay.

The opportunity to comment given to those affected by
the Reserves, and the general interest generated
indicated this was very well received."

"This Association congratulates your Department on
the content and proposals of this draft management
plan ..."

In the remainder of this document issues are treated under the
headings and in the order they appear in the management plan.
A final section of general considerations covers issues of a
less specific nature.

The majority of submissions concerned Beelaring and Goonaring

(Nos.

529 and 659) and Wongamine (No. 33697) Nature Reserves,

Strategies for fire protection and control of public use were
the main areas of concern,.

1.

A,

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

In their submission the Forests Department drew attention
to the importance of including, in the introduction,

", .. a brief statement of the need for, and the basis of,
the nature reserve system in Western Australia". Such a
statement is important as it clarifies, to the local
community and government departments alike, the rationale
behind the existence of nature reserves. A brief
statement will be included in the introduction to the
final plan.

THE SHIRE OF TOODYAY '

The W.A. Wildflower Society, W.A.N.P.A.R.A. and Forests
Department all emphasised the importance of a regional
overview in the achievement of successful planning €£for
wildlife conservation, The W.A. Wildflower Society
expressed a strong interest in the concept, as the

following extract from their submission indicates.

"1. What is the level of duplication of habitats
within and between reserves with respect to the
possibilities of wildfire wiping out particular
habitats?

2. _Where only one or none of the original
vegetation types is represented, are there
reserves in neighbouring Shires which contain
the community? e.g. Salmon gums, sand heath and
Jarrah/Wandoo woodland,

3. Could the reserves in this. Shire be examined
in a regional context by describing the reserves



in each of Beard's vegetation types in the
neighbouring Shires?

4, Are there further areas of natural bushland
within the Toodyay Shire which are suitable for
reservation?"

The Forests Department also alluded to the importance of a
regional, or even State, overview.

"A table showing the area of each vegetation
type in each reserve would provide an indication
of their relative abundance within the Toodyay
nature reserve system. This could be related to
the relative abundance of vegetation types in
other reserves in other Shires. Progressively,
this approach will indicate the relative
importance of each vegetation type in the nature
reserve system throughout the State."

As part of this regional overview, the area of State
Forest in the Shire of Toodyay as given by the Forests
Department in their submission (28 300 ha), will be
included in the final plan.

Both of the above submissions emphasise one of the most
important functions of management planning - that of
continuing review of the reserve system. One of the first
steps in this process is the classification of nature
reserves, via management plans, either as key sitest or
wildlife refuges%*, Then, as more information becomes
available and planning horizons broaden, these early
classifications can be reviewed.

The W.A. Wildflower Society also drew attention to the

benefits of ..."land classification information e.g. what
are. the boundaries of the State Forest and are there any
areas of VvVacant Crown Land." - Land classification will

obviously become an increasingly important consideration
as the management planning process develops further.

W.A.N.P.A.R.A. also emphasised the importance of regional
planning for conservation and drew reference to the
importance of road verges, farm planning, wildlife
sanctuaries and sympathetic retention of bushland by
farmers. The Department of Fisheries and Wwildlife
recognises the importance of all four considerations in
any regional strategy for wildlife conservation,

tThe key site concept is based on the recognition of representative
areas of natural and semi-natural environments. Four types of
key sites are recognised, these being ecosystem, species,
wilderness and specified management.

*Nature reserves which are important reservoirs of plants and
animals, but do not warrant designation as ' key sites, are
recognised as wildlife refuges.



Vegetation

One minor point in this section required clarification.
The W.A. Wildflower Society rightly suggested that the
vegetation map given is based on the original vegetation
(as extrapolated by Beard, 1979) rather than on the
vegetation of today. The final plan will be amended
accordingly.

BEELARING (NO- 529) AND GOONARING (NO. 659)
NATURE RESERVES

THE RESERVES

The high degree of interest shown in these two "Springs"
reserves has added further detail to the resource
information. some general considerations regarding
reserve location and associated information are also
included.

Physical Characteristics and Relationships

Mr wally chitty, a resident of the Shire of Toodyay, who
has long been committed to the protection of the two
Springs reserves, drew the attention of the Department to
a second well on Goonaring Nature Reserve, to the south of
the Perth-Toodyay Road. Fortunately, following suggestions
by Mr Chitty, it was confirmed that the nature reserve did
extend south of the road, ensuring that the well remained
protected. Addition to this reserve of the closed section
of the old Perth-Toodyay Road on the southern boundary, as
suggested by Mr Chitty, would provide further protection
for this southernmost well and its associated plants and
animals. Discussions are underway with the Department of
Lands and Surveys.

The W.A. Wildflower Society was generally concerned that
clear descriptions of access routes to reserves and
distances between the reserves and Toodyay should be
given, Fortunately, this information introduces each
reserve description, Concern was also expressed regarding
the status of gazetted roads, which in reality might be
non-existent. again, this information is given in the
management plan,

Fauna

Opportunistic collecting by members of the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife has added two skinks (Leiolopisma
trilineata and Hemiergis initialis initialis) and the .
Barking Gecko (Phyllurus millii) to the reptile record for
Goonaring Nature Reserve.

PLAN FOR MANAGEMENT

Submissions were received regarding the whole gamet of
management - concerns - fire protection, weed control,



rehabilitation, public use and research. Most of the
submissions received were from interested members of the
local community.

Fire Protection

Mr Hector Wood, a member of the Toodyay Springs Protection
Committee and the Toodyay Branch of the Primary Industry
Association, suggested that ...

"... some protective burning should be done
every few years, 1in strips, to prevent any
wildfires from completely burning out either
reserve in one fire."

Mr Chitty advocated a similar approach.

Within the context of this plan protective burning is not
visualised as being a viable management measure on either
of the 8Springs reserves, The reasons for this are
fivefold. First, to safely divide the reserve for
protective burning would necessitate the construction of
firebreaks at least 6 m  wide. Not only would this
increase the accessibility of the reserve, it would reduce
the effective reserve area by 5-10%. Second, until
adjacent areas regenerate, these two small areas provide
the only refuge for kangaroos and many bird species.
Third, burning decreases people's respect for an area, and
this combined with greater accessibility, encourages
rubbish dumping and timber removal. Fourth, the small
size of the reserves reduces the likelihood of fire
starting on the reserve from natural causes. Fifth,
preventing the movement of vehicles onto the reserve,
using the management measures advocated in the plan, will
reduce to negligible levels, camping and picnicking fires
on the reserve, This will result in a similar reduction
in fire risk.

However, these prescriptions are only an interim measure,
and management strategies will be redefined once Lot 194
(the area separating and to the north of Beelaring and
Goonaring, and to the south of Morangup Hill) has been set
aside for the conservation of flora and fauna, and vested
in WAWA. . :

Weed Control

Mr Wood drew the attention of the Department to the
invasion of kykuyu grass along parts of the southern
boundary of Beelaring Nature Reserve, Discussions have
been instigated with the Agriculture Protection Board, the
constraint being minimisation of damage to the native
vegetation, :

Rehabilitation of the Natural Environment

From the submissions received two main areas of concern
became apparent,
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The first was increasing salinity on Beelaring Nature
Reserve. Mr Chitty and Mr Wood drew the attention of the
Department to the effect of saline seepage on the Flooded
Gum (Eucalyptus rudis) woodland in the south-eastern
corner, The flow of brackish water through this corner
appears to be the result of clearing upslope (to the south
of the reserve) and the location and alignment of Main
Roads Department drains. Consultation 1is continuing
between the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and the
Main Roads Department regarding a solution to this
problem,

It was suggested that the degenerate Flooded Gums in the
south-eastern corner of Beelaring would benefit from a hot
fire. However, as the problem is one of increasing
salinity, rather than senescence due to old age or the
absence of fire, burning is ill-advised as it will only
place further stress on this community.

The second area of concern was rehabilitation of the
recently cleared Lot 194, The Toodyay Branch of the
Primary Industry Association expressed the following views
regarding this area:

"... 3. The disputed catchment area should
become an extension to the reserves in joint
management with the Toodyay Shire Council with
frequent consultation with local interested
bodies.

... 5. It is our considered opinion that if the
whole of the watershed of these two reserves is
not allowed to return as near as possible to its
natural state the reserves will be destroyed by
salinity."

This is in general agreement with ideas expressed by the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.

Mr Otto Mueller (member of the W.A. Naturalists' Club)
expressed concern regarding rehabilitation of the cleared
area. At the moment these concerns are unnecessary, as
the area appears to be regenerating rapidly. Although the
shrub cover is sparse, much of it is up to half a metre
tall, and some of the Marri (Eucalyptus calophylla) are a
metre or more in height. Shrubs reappearing include Black
Boys (Xanthorrhoea preissii) , Couch Honeypot (Dryandra
nivea), Prickly Moses (Acacia pulchella), Candle Hakea
(Hakea ruscifolia), Adenanthos sp. and Leptospermum sp.
Grasses, and occasionally sedges, occupy the ground layer.

Public Use

The main areas of concern were fencing, closing tracks and
roads on the reserves, and limiting access to pedestrians,



First, a consideration of fencing. The Toodyay Branch of

the Primary Industry Association suggested fencing of the
southern boundary of Goonaring, excluding the swamp where
vegetation provides a dense barrier making fencing
unnecessary. Mr Chitty, similarly to the Department, felt
that the vegetation along this boundary was sufficiently
dense to make fencing unnecessary.

However, small sections of each reserve will be fenced, as
part of management to guide public use. This limited
amount of fencing will not restrict the movement of
kangaroos to and from the fresh water springs on the
reserves, This alleviates one of the concerns of the
Toodyay Naturalists' Club, that complete perimeter fencing
would reduce accessibility for native animals.

The second area of concern was tracks and roads on the
reserves, ‘Mr Chitty, Mr Wood and the Toodyay Naturalists'
Club agreed that the road through the north-eastern corner
of Goonaring Nature Reserve should be closed. Discussions
are underway between the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife and the Toodyay Shire Council.

On both reserves all access tracks will be closed, and
fences, gates and signs used to control public access. Mr
Mueller agreed that ... "proper signing and fencing would
... be supportive",

The third area of concern, closely allied to fencing and
closure of tracks, is the exclusion of vehicles from the
reserves, Mr Chitty felt that public use of the two
reserves should be minimal, and when fenced, entry gates
should be locked. Although we agree that public use
should remain of secondary importance to nature conservation,
the reserves should remain accessible to vehicles carrying
the disabled and reserve management vehicles. All other
users will be encouraged by gates and signs to walk,
rather than drive, onto the reserve, Mr Mueller was fully
in favour of the proposed limited access classification,
which restricts access to people on foot only.

Concern was expressed by Mr Chitty regarding water removal
from Beelaring Nature Reserve. Fencing, gates and signs
should limit this inappropriate use.

Research

Suggestions regarding monitoring of the regenerating area
between the Springs reserves, particularly through the use
of annual photographic records, were made by the Forests
Department. Such a concept would be explored in detail in
any future management plan for the combined area.



M

RUGGED HILLS NATURE RESERVE (NO. 21429)

THE RESERVE
Fauna

Opportunistic collecting by members of the Department of
Fisheries and wildlife have added the Bobtail (Tiliqua
rugosa) and Burton's Snake-lizard (Lialis burtonis) to the
reptile record for Rugged Hills Nature Reserve.

PLAN FOR MANAGEMENT
Rehabilitation of the Natural Environment

Concern was expressed by Mr Mueller that Rugged Hills
Nature Reserve was "much modified" by grazing. Fortunately
the reserve appears to have been 1little damaged by
grazing, the only area used to any degree being the Wandoo
woodland in the north-western corner. This formation has
a naturally sparse understorey.

POISON GULLY NATURE RESERVE (No. 19900)

THE RESERVE

Interesting information was added to the resource base by
Mr Sydney Cook and the Toodyay Naturalists' Club.

History

Both Mr Cook and the Naturalists' Club added information
to the prepublication draft, and this was included in the
draft plan. In the initial stages of information
collection some uncertainty had existed as to the timber
species removed from Poison Gully. Mr Cook confirmed that
Mallet had never been cut from the reserve. Good Wandoo,
however, was taken to Oliver's Saw Mills in Northam, and
the inferior trees were used by Industrial Extracts Ltd
for their tannin, but this use was limited by competition
from synthetics.

Mr Cook also explained that the reserve was named after
the dense thickets of York Road Poison (Gastrolobium
calycinum) that occurred in the area. '

Fauna

Mr Cook, in his submission to the prepublication draft,

‘reported a large Wedge-tailed Eagle's nest on the reserve,

which has apparently been used for many years, This
observation was included in the draft plan.
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PLAN FOR MANAGEMENT

The main area of concern indicated in the submissions was
fire protection,

Fire Protection and Fuel Accumulation

Mr Chitty expressed doubts -about the lack of fuel
accumulation on Poison Gully Nature Reserve, as suggested

in the DMP. This reserve is dominated by Powderbark,
Wandoo and Marri woodlands - the first two very commonly
~having minimal understorey development. Although the

understorey may be occasionally dense it is generally
patchily distributed, and as such presents a minimal fire
hazard.

FLAT ROCK GULLY NATURE RESERVE (no- 22096)

PLAN FOR MANAGEMENT

No further information was added to the resource base,
however, the issue of fire protection was raised in a
submission from the Forests Department.

Fire Protection

The Forests Department emphasised the importance of
inter-departmental liaison with respect to fire protection
for Flat Rock Gully (which abuts Julimar State Forest).
Existing fire management of this reserve provides a good
example of successful liaison between the two departments
- in particular correspondence and discussions regarding
the proposed burning of the Julimar block which abuts the

- Yeserve,

BEWMALLING NATURE RESERVE (No. 30306)

THE RESERVE

History

'Mr Malcolm Butterly drew the attention of the Department

to a land exchange in April 1970 which resulted ultimately
in the dedication of Bewmalling as a reserve for Flora.
This information was included in the draft plan.

11
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Fauna

Opportunistic collecting by Ms Betty Wellington, a member
of the W.A. Naturalists' Club, has added three new species
-~ the Black-headed wWhip-snake (Denisonia gouldii), the
Clawless Gecko (Crena dactylus ocellatus) and another
gecko, Diplodactylus polyophthalmus - to the reptile
record for Wongamine Nature Reserve.

Research

Intensive research has been undertaken, on Wongamine
Nature Reserve, since 1976, by Dr Brian Collins and his
colleagues from the School of Biology, W.A. Institute of

Technology. This research has concentrated on the
energetics and feeding strategies of honeyeaters. Dr
Byron Lamont, from the same ‘Institute, has also been
involved in research on the reserve - investigating the

ecology of Wandoo (Lamont, pers comm,, 1984).
PLAN FOR MANAGEMENT

The main area of concern was fire protection, with
submissions being received from the Bush Fires Board, the
Toodyay Shire Council and Mr Mueller (member of the W.A.
Naturalists' Club).

Fire Protection and Firebreaks

Both the Toodyay Shire Council and Bush Fires Board
emphasised the importance of maintaining the standard of
both the internal and perimeter firebreaks. The Council
recommended that both north-south orientated internal
firebreaks be maintained to the high standard of the
westernmost one, The Board suggested that all internal

breaks should "... be maintained to 4 m rather than the
3 m prescribed.," The Department agrees with both
suggestions.

Mr Mueller felt that undue emphasis was being placed on

"the need to protect the assets of adjacent landholders".
Throughout the plan it has been emphasised that management
should "protect the assets of adjacent landholders and the
nature conservation values of the reserve.," The
Department, as a landholder, 1is required to hold due
regard for the 1life and property of other landholders.
Hence the need for this dual management aim.

Concern was also expressed regarding prescribed burning on
this reserve. This management strategy is only contemplated
as a last resort in the case of fuel accumulating to such
a level that it presents a threat to the integrity of the
reserve, or poses a clearly definable threat to adjacent
property. Ideally, since 25% of the reserve was burnt in
1980/81, it would be best to exclude fire from this
reserve during the currency of this plan, or until more is
known about its fire ecology and the range of responses to

fire exhibited by the wildlife of the area,
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GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

The W.A. Wildflower Society emphasised the importance of a
section covering general management objectives and
strategies. This highlights the importance of this final
section in the plan.

The Toodyay Nature Reserves: Moondyne Nature Reserve

The Forests Department drew attention to the importance of
integrated management, especially for fire control and
access, for Moondyne Nature Reserve, the Avon Valley
National Park and vacant Crown land on the western
boundary of Moondyne. This suggestion emphasised the
importance of the Avon Valley Fire Protection Plan which
covers these three areas and is co-ordinated by the Bush
Fires Board, and in which the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife is an active participant,

THE APPENDICES

Several minor and major changes will be made to the
following appendices, in the 1light of the submissions
received.

Appendix II

Mr Chitty drew the attention of the Department to further
historical details regarding Beelaring Spring.

"The original Guildford-Newcastle Road passes
the well which was enlarged, deepened and
timbered during the 1930s to supply a timber
mill with water.,."

The plan will be amended accordingly.

The W.A. Wildflower Society expressed an interest in the
close association between changing 1land use and the
dedication of areas for conservation, Fortunately this
appendix is based on this close association.

Appendix IV

Mr Jim Masters made a significant contribution to the
draft plan by revising and updating the bird list, for the
Shire of Toodyay, as given in the prepublication draft.

Appendix VI

Mr Greg Keighery of the Department of Fisheries. and
Wildlife, in a recent survey of Wongamine Nature Reserve,
added approximately 150 plant species to the flora list.
These additions are obviously an important amendment to

the final plan. Dr Brian Collins (W.A. Institute of
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Technology) added four species to the revised flora list.

Initially the Department felt that flora lists based on
scientific names only, as given in the prepublication
draft and draft plans, would be adequate. However,
comments received indicate that their wvalue would be
greatly enhanced by the inclusion of common names, where
available (Forests Department submission).

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

A number of submissions dealt with general issues and
problems of management, These ranged from comments on
nature reserve size, to fire protection, to monitoring, to
the value of nature reserve guides.

Nature Reserve Size and Nature Conservation Values

Mr Mueller expressed concern regarding the small size of
most reserves, commenting that "their areas run counter to
any established theory on viable ecosystems", While the
Department agrees with the philosophy that underlies these
concerns, such areas are important as they contain
representative samples of habitats once widespread across
the Toodyay Shire. Also, these small reserves provide
important habitats for birds, reptiles, frogs and
invertebrates,

Mueller also expressed concern about the low 1level of
documentation for many hature reserves, However, one of
the main problems which faces nature conservation is not
the low level of documentation, but the lack of available
land. This problem is particularly acute in terms of the
nature reserve system which seeks to conserve representative
habitats throughout the State. Fortunately, because of
this criterion, there is not a pressing need to "prove"
the values of an area in every respect, via detailed
documentation,. It is often sufficient that it is
representative of a particular habitat type.

Mr P.L. Ridgway, in his submission, emphasised the
importance of protecting other wvalues (in addition to
wildlife conservation values), such as Aboriginal sites
and historic relics, This is obviously an important
management consideration.,

Linking Corridors of Vegetation

W.A.N.P.A.R.A. and Mr Mueller drew the attention of the
Department to the need for linking corridors of vegetation

"The only way that many animals can move from
one area of natural vegetation to another is
through road and railway corridors,"

(W.A.N.P.A.R.A.)
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Such corridors are vitally important for the movement of
fauna. The Department of Fisheries and Wildlife has an
active policy of encouraging the retention of native
vegetation on road verges. Also, the Main Roads
Department is becoming increasingly aware of the wvalues,
to wildlife conservation, of these areas.

Fire Protection

The Bush Fires Board was in general agreement with the
strategies detailed in the draft plan ....

"The Board 1is in agreement with the general
concept of fire control in the Plan based on.
provision and maintenance of firebreaks with
fuel reduction by prescribed burning should this
be found to be necessary."

However, concern was expressed by the Bush Fires Boafd
that ...

v, ..the avenue for review of the adequacy of
fire protection measures is between adjacent
landholders and the Director. The Board
believes that the review function should be
widened to include the Toodyay Shire Council who
are the body having overall fire protection
responsibility for the area." '

Unfortunately it was implicit rather than explicit that
"adjacent landholders" included the Shire Council.
Therefore in the final plan it will be made clear that the
opportunity for review will be available to both reserve
neighbours and the Toodyay Shire Council,

As liaison with other government departments is an
important facet of plan development, it is heartening to
note that this plan will be "... a most important element
(in) ... a detailed District Fire Protection Plan for the
whole Shire"... to be produced in about 18 months time,

Monitoring

The W.A. Wildflower Society reinforced the importance of
ongoing monitoring, as mentioned in the management plan,
and suggested that reserve neighbours could become
successfully involved.

Public Involvement in Planning

Submissions emphasised the importance not only of general
public involvement in planning, but also the importance of
involving the local community and reserve neighbours.

The Department's belief that successful planning and

management is highly dependent on active public involvement
was reinforced by the following comment from W.A,N.P.A.R.A.:
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"The Association believes that a conservation
approach would have a good chance of succeeding
within the Shire of Toodyay, because -

. the Shire Council appears to have a
supportive attitude towards wildlife conservation,
or certainly, an open mind on the matter;

. the district <contains an active and
responsible conservation group, the Toodyay
Naturalists' Club; and

. respected members of the community, such as
Messrs Masters and Chitty, actively promote
wildlife conservation with landholders."

Mr Mueller reinforced these comments by emphasising that
management "... of these small wheatbelt reserves could
only be successful if it was based on local community
involvement", The Department of Fisheries and Wildlife,
is in complete agreeance,

The nature reserve system within the Shire of Toodyay is
fortunate as the 1local community, including reserve
neighbours, places high importance on the protection of

the conservation values of "their" reserves, In several -

cases reserve neighbours have been instrumental in setting
aside an area adjacent to their property as a nature
reserve, And, over the years, they have continued to
protect it,

Nature Reserve Guides

The recent publication of a guide to Moondyne Nature
Reserve, following and complementing the production the
Moondyne Nature Reserve Management Plan, was greeted with
enthusiasm ...

"This style of "popular" booklet will promote
public interest in the conservation value of a
site, encourage visitation and help the visitor
gain a greater apppreciation and enjoyment from
the visit, some of these visitors are also
likely to become supporters of management
efforts. At the local level, such publications
are likely to arouse a local interest in an area
that was otherwise little known or appreciated,
and foster local pride and support.

The publication of similar guides following the
approval of management plans should be
considered as a standard procedure, where
resources permit, In the case of the other
reserves in the Toodyay Shire, it might be
- possible to commission the Toodyay Naturalists'
Club (for example) to break the back of this
task; it would be a logical extension of the

Club's own booklet on the natural history of the
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Toodyay Shire."
(W.,A.N.P.A.R.A.)

Such suggestions completely concur with future publication
proposals within the Department.
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THE Department of Fisheries and Wild-

life took a big step forward in public
participation last night when it made the
first release of its draft management plan

for the Toodyay shire.

The release was made
at a meeting of local
residents.

The meeting, which

.was opened by the
Minister, Mr Evans,
underlined the impor-
tance of co-operation
with local land owners
in conserving the flora
and fauna,

Advance copies of the
160-page plan were
available to those a
the meeting, .

Copies will be gener-
ally available to the
public in February.

The draft manage-
ment plan was drawn
up by the Wildlife Re-
search Centre at Wan-
nheroo as part of a con-
tinuing programme for
managing WA’s nature
reserves.

After public com-
ments have been as-
sessed it will be re-
vised before release in
its final form. -

Range

It covers eight nature
reserves within the
shire, ranging from 40
hectares at Beelaring
to 386 hectares at Flat
Rock Gully. A manage-
ment for the shire's
biggest reserve, 1991
hectares at Moondyne,
is already in operation.

All reserves contain

wilderness or other
specified management
representative exam-
ples of flora and fauna
over a range of rain-
fall and soil zones.

The: plan gives two
options. One defines
the reserves as key
sets of management
sites or wildlife re-
fuges and the second
gives access classifica-
tion.

Key sites are deter-
mined according to
their importance in
ecosystem, species,
wilderness or other
specified management
purposes.

The plan defines wild-
life refuges as reserves
that are important
plant and animal habi-
tats but do not qualify
as key sites,

Species

They could contain
plant species poorly re-
presented in other WA
nature reserves or
complement bigger
gene pools held in oth-
er reserved crown
land.

They could also pro-
vide breeding sites for
birds and tree-dwelling
marsupials, food
sources for migratory
and nomadic birds or
refuges for wallabies
and kangaroos.

The plan stressed that
reserves management
in WA aimed at main.
taining and enhancing
conservation values.

This strategy is being
applied to the Toodyay
shire and includes fire
protection, research
and provision for publ-
i¢c use.

In all cases, however,
public use will take se-
cond place to nature
conservation.

West Australian 3 November 1983.
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BlnﬂlramﬁWcrﬁm TOODYAY

Ftshenes and Wildlife Minister Mr l:vans w:th Toodyay Shire Pres:dent Geoff Ludemann and Dcpu-
ty President John Dival at the public presentation of the Management Plan for Reserves in the

Toodyay Shire Council.

Parks plan launched

THE Fisheries and
Wildlife Minister, Mr
Evans MLA, launched
the pre-publication
management plans for
nature reserves .in the
Shire of Toodyay at a
function in the Town
Hall on November 2.

The minister said that
the Toodyay plan was the
sixth management plan
prepared by his Depart-
ment but was unique in
that it dealt with all
reserves in the Shire rather
than a particular reserve.

He said that the State of
WA  has 1070 nature
reserves with 900 in the
SW land division. These
reserves provided
reassurance that
populations of plants and
animals would survive.

It was essential that the

10 November 1983.

Tteserves be maintained
and that they were
managed well.

The public function was
held so that the entire
community "of Toodyay
could have access to the
pre-publication document
and be able to make an
input prior to  final
publication,

Mr Geoff Ludemann,
president of the Toodyay
Shire Council, welcomed
the minister and other

21

guests to the function.
Guests included A. V.
Crane MLA, M. Macaleer
MLC, Tom McNeil MLC,
Mr B. Bowen, director of
the Departmens of
Fisheries and Wildlife,
and Dr Burbridge,, chief

.researcher officer with the

Department. ;
Department offlcer Ian
Crook presented a’series
of slides depicting the
flora and fauna of th
Toodyay = Reserves.




APPENDIX II : SUBMISSIONS TO THE PREPUBLICATION DRAFT
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godyny Shire Councetl

AL communications to be addressed to the Shire Clerk.

Telephone N96- 26225 . fvcZ il

Post Nffice Box 96 Counci] Chambers,
Fiennes Street

case DS:RMLS R1.14 TOODYAY, W.A. 6566

R TonAY Your Ref

" ———

11th January, 1984

Department of Fisheries
& Wildlife v

108 Adelaide Terrace
PERTH W.A. 6000

ATTENTION: MR I. CROOK

Dear Sir,

As the result of Council's Fire Advisory Committee meeting held
in December 1983 which considered aspects of your Departments
Management Plan for Reserves within our Shire, Council wishes
to make the following recommendations.

“That the track shown in red on the enclosed map be

upgraded to the same standard firebreak as that shown in
green."

Enclosed is a copy of Council's Road Verge By-LAws as discussed.

T T e

Yours faithfully,
M. (. WAIQ'QHM

K.C. WILLIAMS,
SHIRE CLERK.

b L. ==t

Enel
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Wongamine Nature Reserve showing its relationship
firebreaks and tracks (dashed

lines) and vegetation formations (identified by numbers,
and described in the associated text).

Figure 19, r
with surrounding lands,
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1960-1982
The Municipality of the Shire of Toodyay.

By -laws Relating to Road Reserves

IN pursuance of the powers conferred upon it by the abovementioned
Act and of ‘all other powers enabling it, the Toodyay Shire Council
hereby records having resolved on 21 June 1982, to make and submit
for confirmation of the Governor, the following by-laws:-

1.

2.

These by-laws may be cited as the "Shire of Toodyay
Road Reserves By-laws".

In these by-laws unless the context otherwise requires:-

(a)
(b)

(c)

(1)

(m)
(n)

For

~the

(a)
(b)
(c)

The "Act" means the Local Government Act 1960-1982.
"Carriageway" has the same meaning as "Carriageway" in
the Road Traffic Code provided in the Road Traffic

Act 1974.

"Carriageway boundary" means the boundary of the road
carriageway on land vested in Council as a street under
the Act.

"Council" means the Municipality of the Shire of Toodyay
and shall include its duly authorised officers.

"Damage" in relation to any plant or structure means
to cut up, disfigure, deface, interfere with or destroy.
"District" means the District of the Shire of Toodyay.
"Permission” means the permission of the Council first
obtained and expressed in writing.

"Pick" means to pluck, pull up, dig up, or remove,
"Plant” includes any tree, sapling shrub, fern, grass,
creeper, vine , palm and any part or parts thereof.
"Property Line" means the boundary between the land
comprising a road reserve and abutting land.

"Road verge" means that land comprising a street under
Council's care, control and management, including all
vegetation cover thereon but excluding any authorised
carriageway. . :
"Road reserve" means that land comprising a street ,
under Council's care, control and management, including
the road verge and any authorised carriageway.
"Structure" includes any improvement, work, fitting, or
installation. ,

"Vegetation Cover" means all plants on the road reserve
whether living or dead.

the purposes of these by-laws the road verge within
district shall be of three classes-

Without substantial vegetation cover.
With substantial vegetation cover.
Special Areas.

"Withcout substantial vegetation cover" means those parts
of the road verge which in the opinion of the Council do

not

have a substantial amount of vegetation cover.
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"With substantial vegetation cover" means those parts of
the road verge which have in the opinion of Council a
substantial proportion of vegetation cover.

"Special Areas" means those parts of the road verge on each
side and within fifty (50) metres of any parking facility,
bridge or building (whether or not situate upon the road
verge) and designated as such and shown on the map referred
to in By-law 4 herein.

The Council shall keep at its offices a map clearly
displaying the distribution of the three classes of road
verge within the district, dated and signed by the
President of the Council.

No peison shall without authority damage or remove any
structure situated upon or attached to the road reserve.

No person shall without authority-

(a) Pick or damage any plant growing on, or

(b) Break up, damage, or disfigure, the surface of a
road reserve.

Any person who without the written permission of the
Council- '

(a) Cuts or removes any dead wood or
(b) Removes any stone, gravel or earth, in upon or from a
road verge, commits an offence.

Subject to By-law 9 no person shall light any fire upon,
set fire to or wilfully permit or suffer a fire to encroach
upon the road reserve.

(a)A person being an occupier of lands adjoining the road
reéserve may make an application to. the Council for a
permit to burn-off on part of the road verge adjoining
those lands.

(b) A person seeking such a permit shall submit to the
Council an application in writing together with a sketch
plan clearly displaying the extent of those lands occupied
by him, the road reserve adjoining those lands and that part

- of those parts of the road verge for which the permit is

sought.

(c) The Council may issue a permit under this by-law subject
to such conditions as it thinks fit for the protection of
plants growing upon the road reserve and for the safety

of the public during burning-off operations.

(d) No permit shall be issued to any person to burn-off

on any part or parts of the road verge indicated on the
sketch plan submitted, the total of which in proportion

to the total adjoining road verge shown thereon:

(i) is greater than one third of that total where
the road verge is without substantial vegetation
cover. ‘

(ii) is greater than one quarter of that total where
the road verge has substantial vegetation cover.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

(e) Where a person has obtained a permit to burn a part or
parts of the road verge no permit shall issue for that
same part or any of those same parts of the road verge:

(1) during the next succeeding three (3) years
where the road verge is without substantial
vegetation cover:

(ii) during the next succeeding eight (8} years

. where the road verge has substantial vegetation

cover. '

And no permit shall issue in any year to any person for

any part- of the road verge shown on the sketch plan which

is directly opposite any other part of the road verge for

which a permit is sought by that person or has issued to

that or any other person .in that year.

(f) No permit shall issue for the period commencing on the
31st day of August and ending on the lst day of May in
the next succeeding year.

(a) A person may apply to the Council for a permit to clear
or maintain in a cleared state the surface of any land
on the road verge that is:

(i) within an area one (1) metre immediately
abutting that person's property line: or
(ii) a special area.
(b) All applications for permits under subclause (a) herein
shall be in writing and accompanied by a sketch plan clearly
displaying the extent of the land occupied by him, the
road reserve adjoining his land,that part of the road verge
for which the permit is sought, and the method to be used
for clearing the said area. '
(c) A permit issued pursuant to subclause (a) herein shall
not be subject to the provisions of By-law 9 (d) and 9 (e)
of these By-laws.

(a) The Council may issue a permit under By-law 9 or 10
hereof upon and subject to such conditions for the
protection of plants growing on the road verge as it sees
fit to impose and a person who interferes with the road
reserve otherwise than in compliance with those conditions
commits an offence.

(b) The holder of any such permit must carry the permit
with him at all times whilst engaged in any activity
authorised by the permit.

Any person who contravenes and fails to comply with the
requirements of these by-laws commits an offence and shall
be liable to a maximum penalty of two hundred dollars ($200)
and also a daily penalty of ten dollars ($10.00) per day
for any continuance of the offences. '

In any prosecution under these by-laws where it is
necessary to prove the existence of a street or the
alignment width or location of a street the provisions
of section 656 of the Act shall apply.
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Dated this 2nd day of September, 1983.
The Common Seal of Shire of Toodyay was
hereunto affixed in the presence of:-

G.L. LUDEMANN,
President.

B.F. HARRIS,
Shire Clerk.

Recommended
JEFF CARR,

Minister for Local Government.

Approved by His Excellency the Governor in Executive Council this 22nd day of
November, 1983 .

G. PEARCE,
Clerk of the Council.
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GOONARING AND BEELARING SPRINGS RESERVES
WANAGEVENT PROPOSALS

After inspection of the reserves it is felt that the
fuel reduction measures mentioned in the report are
not_applicable, especially in the case of the
Beelaring Reserve which is in-a very dirty st
particularly near the Toodyay Road, and doe
appear to have been burnt for fifteen yearg:
and would lead to a very extreme fire in
months, . We therefore make the following

1. Protection from fire. \ <
Some autumn protective burning should be dbRe every’ -
few years, in strips, to prevent any wildfd from <~

completely burning out either reserve in one
Such a fire would kill out the wildlife completely—"
from the small reserve which is surrounded by

cleared land which means very little chance of re-
stocking from outside, Vehicles should be excluded.
All road entrances should be blocked or fenced and
locked., The o0ld road tracks inside the reserves

- should be left as they are to help protective burn-

ing or wildfire fighting. Out of season pratective
strip burning could be done along some' of these
tracks instead of bulldozing firebreaks:. -
. - : ") .
2, Public use of reserves. ' !
Use of Goonaring and Beelaring Springs by the public
should not.be encouraged at this point of time.
However, the Access Classification-as defined in the
report is endorsed by us providing the words 'by °
appointment! or 'under supervision' are added. .
Fencing. Goonaring's road frontage should be
fenced except the dense swamp area. - To attempt to
fence swamp road frontage would be costly and en~
vironmentally damaging, _ y
Beelaring should have roads closed and
the salt affected east end should have a drain dug
to drain salt water from fresh water swamp, i.e. a
drain along the road verge.

3. The disputed .catchment area should become an
extension to the reserves in joint management with
the Toodyay Shire Council with frequent consultation
with local interested bodies.

L, The area between the 0ld and present Toodyay

Road at the Goonaring Spring reserve be left in its
natural state. Should any widening of the roa d be
found necessary in this area consideration be given

to dividing the roa d at this point to preserve

this area of the original reserve.

5. It\is our considered opinion that if the whole
of the watershed to these two reserves is not -
allowed to return as near as possible to its natural
state the reserves will be destroyed by salinity.

6. An honary wérden should be sought to advise the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife of any misuse
of the reserves should it occur.

7. The making of the area worthy of Key Site eco-

system management is most desirable,
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Thodyay %Ltm/dté Clib

Box 67

P.O., Toodyay
6566

28/12/83

The Director,

Department of Fisheries and Wildlife,
108 Adelaide Tce.,

PERTH, 6000

W.A.

Dear Sir, '
Re Draft Management Plan Nature Reserves of the
Toody ay Shlre.

Members of this Club would like to compliment your Departrﬂnc
on the compilation of the above Management Plan, We feel it is
certainly a postitive step forward in the proteCLlon and
preservation of the wildlife and habitats in our Shire.

We would especially like to congratulate the Department on the
release of the Draft Document to interested local residents

at a meeting in Toodyay. The opportunity to comment given to
those affected by the Reserves, and the general interest
generated indicated this was very well received.

Enclosed please find some particular comments on some aspects
of the Management Plan., In general our members agree with '
the basic philosophy and approach when dealing with all
‘reserves, The suggestions that are enclosed refer to partlcular
reserves,

We would like to recommend that consideration be glven to placing
more ranger staff in the region. It is felt that the present
ranger has too big an area and too many diverse duties to
adequately supervise and protect areas within his region.

Members of the Toodyay Naturalists Club who contributed to much

" of the data in the Appendix of "Nature Reserves of the Toodyay
Shire" would like to feel that the Plan is only the start.

We hope that further research on all reserves will be undertaken..
Our members are most willing to assist and would appreciate

feed back from your research officers concerning findings in

the area.

Yours faithfully,

P.I.Masters
Secretary
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A.

B,

Toodygay Vaturalists Clib

Box 67

P.0., Toodyay.
6566.

28/12/83

COMMENTS on DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN NATURE RESERVES OF THE
TOODYAY SHIRE.

TABLE I p 21 ¢ It is felt it would be appropriate if the area of
reserved land in the Shire and the area of land under control of
the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife could be added to this
Table. This would offer a meaningful comparison to readers.

GOONARING AND BEELARING RESERVES
¢ see p 42, Our members make strong recommendations to have
the road through the north east corner of Goonaring closed. It is
felt the reserve is suffering from intrusion along this road and
is too small an area to take such continuing abuse. We would
recommend immediate consultation with the Toodyay Shire Qouncil .
before land purchasers become used to using the ungazetted route.
FENCING: It is recognised that fencing the reserves will help to
lscourage casual misuse. However, concern has been expressed that
access to animals outside the reserve to water within the reserve
will be made more difficult if fencing takes place. It is suggested
that fencing of the north boundaries of both reserves should be
delayed pending future vesting of the land between the reserves.

POISON GULLY RESERVE See p 54 Part 2 HISTORY par 2.

This should read. '

" The reserve was subsequently cut over by Industrial Extracts Ltd
to exploit the stands of Wandoo for their tannin, but this was
limited by competition from synthetics." i.e. delete references
to Black Wattle, Brown Mallet and South Africa.

WATTENING NATURE RESERVE p 81

This reserve appears to be the most poorly defined on the ground.
We would like to request that priority be given to defining clearly
its boundaries and sign posting the area.

The management plan makes no mention of the protection of the
quality and quantity of water that is a key part of the reserve’s
importance.

We would Suggest that under research p 91 a section be included
for the study of the quality and quantity of the water resourcey
its variability and origins, '

ceneeed/2
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E. WONGAMINE RESERVE p 92

Members of this Club endorse limited atess to this and all other
reserves,

We would like to suggest that the Management Plan include the
possibitiy of the area of this reserve being extended by purchase
of the adjacent virgin land, now privately owned, on the northern
boundaxy. The inclusion of this land, if such is possible in the
future,’ would add to the viability and importance of the reserve.
Bees: Could encouyragement be given to the beekeeper whose site is

located on the SMN. end of the reserve to re locate on adjacent private
or Shire land.

END
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P.0. Box 91,
TOODYAY......6566.

The Research Officer,

W.A. Wildlife Research Centre,
P.0, Box 51,

WANNEROO.....W.A. 6065,

Dear Sir,

RE: Pre-publication Copy of the "Nature Reserves
of the Shire of Toodyay.

The authors of the abowe publication, -~ Moore,
Williams, Crook and Chatfield, have been thorough in their
research in to the Reserves in the Toodyay Shire., I can
only give praise to the management plans set out in the
proposed publication.

However, since the publication will become a
History of the Reserves, i would like to point out a minor
inaccuracy in Part 4 - Poison Gully Reserve.

Part A-2 - History, "The Reserve was subsequently
cut over by Industrial Extracts Ltd. to expleit stands of
Brown Mallet". I have checked with Mr. Ray Chrimes, Clackline
Road, Toodyay, who cut and carted the timber, and he confirmed
my belief that no Mallet was ever cut from the reserve. To be
correct, the good trees (Wandoo) were taken to Olivers Saw Mill
then operating in Northam, and the inferior trees to the Extracts.

It would also have read more favourably to us if the
reason Cooks Pastoral Co. applied for the release of the land
had been mentioned. The early application was prompted by
the fear that the Reserve would be allocated to someone who
would clear the area. Salt encroachment was the main concern
as a bore within 150 metres of the boundary produced water
not even suitable for stock. The property depends entirely
on this gully as a source of water and the Reserve plays a
big part in keeping the water table stable.. It is for this
reason we were pleased when the land was set aside as Reserve
for Conservation of Flora and therefore remain uncleared.

In Part A-3, Soils & Vegetation, I found it strange
to find that York Road Poison (Gastrolobium Calycinum) was
not mentioned since the Poison Gully was so named because
of the dense thickets of York Road Poison., This prompted me
to inspect vegetation formation 1 & 2, Figure 10, once quite
thickly covered with poison. I was surprised to find that

it is now quite scarce and the older plants appear to have
had the branches stripped of foliage and are struggling to
survive. 1Is it possible that kangaroos, breeding freely on
the adjacent farm pastures, are responsible, given their
large numbers (24 or more in a mob) and their natural craving
for green pickings during summer months?

Further to the research into the_Reserve's faunistic .
value, I have recently identified a very large Wedge-tailed
Eagle's next, which has apparently been used for many years.

I hope that these further points identified may be of
use in completing the Final Draft of the publication. 1 assure

you of my co-operation in the future management of the Reserve.

Yours féij;i;;i%&%f/gfé g
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Adodress all correspondence: Conservator of Forests
Your ref: Our ref:

Enquiries:

571/82 ERH:BM
Dr Hopkins

Director

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this publication,
Appreciating the problems inherent in the concept and practice
of preparing management plans I can only recommend your efforts
in providing an excellent balance between the "readibility",
management guidelines and background information presented.
within your series of plans.

The draft for Management Plan No. é is a clear, well researched
document, enthusiastically presented. Particular comments
arising from considerations within this Department are as
follows:

1. It could be useful to the general public to include near the
introduction a brief statement on the need for and the basis
of, the nature reserve system in Western Australia. A
listing of plans already completed would be of value.

2. A listing of common names of plant species should be
included in the appendices; as is provided for fauna
species.

3. A table showing the area of each vegetation type in each
reserve would provide an indication of their relative
abundance within the Toodyay nature reserve system. This
could be related to the relative abundance of vegetation
types in other reserves in other shires, Progressively,
this approach will indicate the relative importance of each
vegetation type in the nature reserve system throughout the
State.

4, Table 1 would be improved if the component areas by tenure
and crops are seen to equal the total area of the Toodyay
Shire.

5, On page 20, paragraph 5, it would be hélpful to indicate
that the area of State forest in Toodyay Shire is 28 300
hectares.

6. An annual photographic record of regeneration on the cleared
area between Goonaring and Beelaring reserves could be of
value and related to the effect on the water of springs in
the two reserves (pages 31, 32 of the management plan

refer).
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7. The management of Moondyne nature reserve, especially for
"fire control and access, needs to be integrated with the
Avon Valley National Park on its south eastern border, and
the vacant Crown land on its western border. '

8. [ can see potential fire protection problems from both the
prevention and suppression aspects in the small nature
reserves, and also in Flat Rock gully reserve, which is
adjacent to Julimar State Forest. It is desirable for the
relevant staff in our two organisations to discuss these
matters.

SN P e

ASSISTANT CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS,A;,

August 13, 1984
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YOUR REF:

OUR REF:

ENQUIRIES MR:

ALBERT HOUSE, 10 VICTORIA AVENUE,
PERTH, W.A. 6000. Telephone 325 8588 Area Code 09

1396P
Robley

The Director

Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
108 Adelaide Terrace

PERTH C.D.0.

ATTENTION: . Ms S. Moore

DRAFT RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN NO. 6
NATURE RESERVES OF THE SHIRE OF TOODYAY

1 muzt apologise for the lateness of this comment by the Bush Fires
Board.

The Board is in agreement with the general concept of fire control
in the Plan based on provision and maintenance of firebreaks with fuel
reduction by prescribed burning should this be found to be necessary.

It is noted that the avenue for review of the adequacy of fire protection
measures is between adjacent landholders and the Director. The Board
believes that the review function should be widened to include the
Toodyay Shire Council who are the body having overall fire protection
responsibility for the area,

In general, the Board has received comment that maintenance of firebreaks
on Nature Reserves in the Shire leaves much to be desired, unfortunately
I cannot provide you with more details at this stage.

In the Wongamine Reserve the Board recommends that all internal access
breaks as indicated on the plan at Fig. 11 page 93 be maintained to

4 m rather than the 3 m prescribed.

The Board believes that the improved access provided by the extra 1 metre
will be most valuable. An access track constructed during the 1980 fires
and which it is proposed to maintain is already 4 m wide.

The Bush Fires Board anticipates that there will be a detailed District

Fire Protection PTlan for the whole Shire in about 18 months time and
the Plan for Nature Reserves will be a most important element.

RECTOR
29 August 1984
JAWR:DC
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| CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.

794 Hay St, Perth W. A 6000
Telephone: 3214507

The Hon. H.D. Evans

Minister for Fisheries & Wildlife

Grain Pool Building ;
172 st. George's Terrace {

Perth, W.A. 6000 =9 JUL 1934

I T
ioHER

Dear Mr, Evans, IS & VLo

RE: TOODYAY FIELD TRIP, 17th JUNE, 1984

The Conservation Council of Western Australia, on behalf of

all members of the voluntary conservation movement present on
the above field trip, would like to thank you for making avail-
able the opportunity to personally inspect Goonaring and
Benaaring Springs and Wengamine Nature Reserves.

Not only are those who were present now more aware of the nature
of environments which are the subject of the recently-released
Draft Plan of Management for the Toodyay Nature Reserves, but
they were able to gain an appreciation of the social and econo-
mic constraints which restrict the management options open to
the Wildlife Authority.

Conservationists were particularly grateful that so many senior
staff of your Department gave up their weekend to accompany us
on this trip. A strong impression was gained that those staff
have a genuine commitment to true public involvement in the
planning and management of nature reserves.

Once again, many thanks for a most enjoyable and informative
excursion., I believe that it will result in a considerably"
higher standard of public submission on the Draft Plan of
Management.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. John Bailey
PRESIDENT

July 6, 1984
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P.0. 3ox 64,
WDLAFDS, 6009,

The Director,

Devartment of Fisheries and .jildlife,
108 Adelaide errace,

PSR, 6000

Dear lir Bowen,

“he .4, viildflower Society welcomes the oprortunity to comment on the
report ‘'Hature Reserves in the Shire of Toodyay'. .e commend the
Department for preparing reserve descriptions and management plans for
these reserves which are in one of the oldest agricultural areas of the
state and are in close proximity to the city of Perth. Hence they are
important for nature studies by groups and individuals like ourselves.

The Society's aims include the conservation of natural bush areas and the
preservation of plants native to .jestern Australia through propagation and
cultivation. ‘hese reserves inform us as to what grows where and how and
as Toodyay is important for small rural holdings this informatiocn will help
peonle to revegetate with local snecies,

7e commend the Department's involvement with the ‘toodyay Naturalists Club
and are pleased vo see the acknowledgement of their work included in the
revort., |

Consilering the present siaff limitations within the plarning section of
the separtment we find the reserve descriptions, narticularly that of the
vegei:--tion, are comprehensive and consistent in the use of common and
scientific plant ncmes (and superior to ihe System 6 report). The
Society would have anprecisted ¢ cony of the earlier draft in order to
organise excursions to the reserve to compile snwecies lists. ith only
four newsletiers per year we nezd nlenty of time to no'ify our members of
planned excursions,

renerally we found the revwort rather lengthy nnd repetitive. We realize
the information for each reserve reeds to be kept iogcther especially when
‘he report will be used in conjunction with a visit to a particulsr
reserve. The purpose of the revort is unclerr. Is it just to be used by
managemnent s.aff or by -he public? In the cuse of the latter, better
access maps would be needed,
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It is felt that a section on General Management objectives end implemen-
tation strategies could be included in the introduction. This would
eliminate repetition of common problems such as fire, weed infestation
and notifiable authority. Problems which are unique or important in a
reserve can then be highlighted within the reserve's description,

Several areas in Part 9, General Considerations,could be expanded to
provide useful information for grouvps interested in studying these reserves
and for looking at the reserve system on a wider scale. Some direction is
needed as to the information required. Are species lists all that is
required or are there proposed ongoing monitoring programmes which the
public, particularly reserve neighbours, could be involved in?

On the subject of a regional overview there are some questions we would
like to see discussed.

1. What is the level of duplication of habitats within and between
reserves with respect to the possibilities of wildfire wiping out
particular habitats?

2. ‘ihere only one or none of the original vegetation types is represented,
' are there reserves in neighbouring shires which contain the community?
e.g. Salmon gums sand heath and Jarrah/ifandoo woodland.

3, Could the reserves in this shire be examined in a regional context by
describing the reserves in each of Beard's vegetation types in the
neighbouring shires?

_4; Are there further areas of natural bushland within the Toodyay Shire
which are suitable for reservation?

This may not be within the terms of reference for this report but some
recommendations could be included as a result of the preparation of the
report. There may be some road verges, for examrle, which form corridors
between Nature Reserves and btate Forest, These counld be classified as
vested in the Shire,

2
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There are several minor points which also deserve comment.

a)

Figure 3 should read 'Original Vegetation' and it may be useful to
include reserve boundaries or have Figure 4 placed in the same position
on the page so a quick flip of the page would show what vegetation type
was in a reserve,

Figure 25 would benefit from land classification information, e.g. the
location of the boundaries of the State Forest and the presence of any
areas of Vacant Crown Land.

Table 2, column 3 could be eliminated by a line at the bottom of the
table., Iost of this table is repeated in Table 3 and in each reserve
description, -

The reserve descriptions could be shortened by deleting information
given on the maps, e.g. perimeter shape, and adding the area figure to
the map.

Reserve maps vwo:1ld be useful if road names and distances from Toodyay
were included.,

Status of surrounding land (as cleared, uncleared, State Forest etc.)
and inclusion of highest point and stream lines would be useful in
later surveys.

If reserves are only accessible through private property could the
owners name and address or a shire or departmental contact be given.
Flat Rock Gully NR has a road marked along the northern boundary but
the lext states that access is only throngh private property. If the
maps are drawn from a lithographic map could the actuality of the
roads be checked?

The history if Toodyay mekes interesting reading but more comments .
could be made on the effect of the various land developments on the
bushland. l.g, possum hunting, cropping, nrigs.

5.
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WEST AUSTRALIAN
Wildflower Society (Inc.)

i) The clearing and land release maps appear to have been very time
consuming in iheir drafting for the amount of use made of them,
Some analysis of the amounts of each vegetation type cleared and

when, and the relationships between land use and area cleared would
have been interesting.

j) There are no clear references to rare plants on these reserves
(correct us if we are wrong) or the presence of any sandalwood.

The Society will now plan to visit these reserves in the future and add
to the species list. ‘/le hope there will be avenues through whioh the
. updated lists can be circulated.

Thanking you again for this opportunity to comment. ‘/e look forward to
many more such reports,

Yours sincerely,

CotlR W ools

CLAIRE “ELSH
President,

West Australian
vildflower Society.
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W.A. National Parks & Reserves Association ‘(Inc.)

PATRON: W. H. BUTLER, CB.E. ’

c/o "The Peninsula", 219 Railway Parade, MAYLANDS, WA 6051

W.A.N.P.A.R.A.

28th August 1984

The Director,

Dept. of Fisheries and wildlife,
108 Adelaide Tce.,

Perth.

Dear Sir,
"re: Nature Reserves of the Shire of Toodyay, Draft Management ‘Plan ‘No 6.

This Association congratulates your Department on the content and proposals of this
draft management plan, as well as on the astute strategy adopted in presenting the
plan locally.

We are unable to suggest improvements to the proposed management of specific

Nature Reserves. However, the Association feels that perhaps some overall aspects
of district wildlife conservation could also be included in the final document;
which would then provide a systematic overview of nature conservation management

in the Toodyay Shire. The "islands in a sea of farmland" nature of these reserves
will no doubt increase in the future as clearing continues. Nevertheless there

are a number of actions that the local community and individual landholders could -
take to lessen the effect of increased clearing. The Association believes that a
conservation approach would have a good chance of succeeding within the Shire of
Toodyay, because -

* the Shire Council appears to have a supporiive attitude towards wildlife
conservation, or certainly, an open mind on the matter;

e the district contains an active and responsible conservation group, the Toodyay
Naturalists' Club; and

» respected members of the community, such as Messirs Masters and Chitty, actively
promote wildlife conservation with landholders.

The following are points that we believe should be made in such a systematic
overview.

1. Road’// Railway Reserves

The only way that many animals can move from one area of natural vegetation to
another is through road and railway corridors. 1In the Shire of Toodyay, the
remaining vegetation fringing the Avon River and Toodyay Brook would seem to
have similar potential. The value of these corridors, while probably greater
in more heavily cleared farming districts, should be referred to in the manage-
ment plan.

Roadside verges are a publically-owned amenity. The greatest threat to the
survival of road verge vegetation is the narrowness of the verge width. Most
roads in the Shire are on very old one chain (20m) reserves, most of which is
taken up by carriageway and assorted drains, leaving extremely vulnerable
narrow strips of vegetation.

Too frequent burning of road verge flora by adjoining landholders and local bush
fire brigades can result in loss of native flora and its replacement with more
hazardous flammable weeds. However, the Shire of Toodyay has recently had by-laws

/2
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2.

gazetted in an endeavour to control this particular problem. The Council's
farsightedness in formulating the by-laws should be supported in the manage-
ment plan.

:Additionally, the Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife should consider promoting -

these by~laws as a MODEL for other Local Authorities to adopt (eg Shire of
Serpentine when Management Plan No 3 is revised, and the Shire of Dandaragan
when Management Plan No 4 is finalised.) ’

Farm Planning

Enclosed is a copy of a "Farmnote" on farm planning. It is understood that the
Dept of Agriculture is presently revising this leaflet and the opportunity may
be ‘available to include additional information on wildlife conservation measures
that can be taken by farmers.

Farm planning to retain and protect buffers of natural vegetation should be
advocated in the management planfe- fe Joolycy shire.

wildlife Sanctuaries

The provisions of the Wildlife Conservation Act regarding the possibility of
agreements between the WA Wildlife Authority and landholders to manage private
land should be explained in the management plan. It is understood that
similar provisions will be retained in the Conservation and Land Management
Bill.

This concept may be of particular value with regard to the apparantly
uncleared farmland adjoining the Wongamine Nature Reserve.

4, Private Land Clearing

The recent history of clearing the private land between the Beelaring and
Goonaring Nature Reserves is noted with deep concern.

This Association believes that it is vital that a mechanism is developed which
at least temporarily restrains a land clearing proposal, and thus provides

time for other options to be negotiated. It is considered that the means to

do this could be provided through the Soil and Land Conservation Act. Enclosed
is further comment on this aspect. :

The Association urges that this matter be taken up with the Commissioner of
Soil Conservation.

" Natural History Guides

The Association congratulates your Depariment, and the author, Gillian Croock,
in producing the Guide for the Moondyne Nature Reserve. It is assumed that

- this ig a pilot project which may be continued.

This style of "popular" booklet will promote public interest in the conservation
value of a site, encourage visitation and help the wvisitor gain a greater
appreciation and enjoyment from the visit. Some of these wvisitors are also
likely to become supporters of management efforts. At the local level, such
publications are likely to arouse a local interest in an area that was other-
wise little known or appreciated, and foster local pride and support.

The publication of similar guides following the approval of management plans
should be considered as a standard proceedure, where resources permit. In the
case of the other reserves in the Toodyay Shire, it might be possible to
commission the Toodyay Naturalists® Club (for example) to break the back of this
task; it would be a logical extension of the Club’s own booklet on the natural
history of the Toodyay Shire. '

/3
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A similar publication should certainl& be considered for some Nature Reserves
in "difficult" districts, such as the Shire of Dandaragan, and launched
locally.

In conclusion, may we congratulate you once more on your excellent approach to

Nature Reserve management.

Yours faithfully,

- e /../'/4%%,.

Eric McCrum
President.
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Farmnote

No 50/79
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An introduction to conservation farm planning

By T. R. Negus, Narrogin District Office

Conservation farm planning involves adapting
practices and enterprises for maximum production
with.minimum degradation of your most valuable
resource—land. ~

The old” way was to treat the farm as a
homogenous unit—forcing unsuitable cultural
practices onto some areas. The results of not using
conservation planning methods can be seen
throughout the sheep and cereal areas: Gully
erosion, sheet erosion and hard-to-work paddocks
containing different soil types.

The aim of conservation planning is to separate
arable from non-arable areas, and to make it more
convenient to use the soil management and special
erosion control practices which prevent soil loss.
Fencing plans, access tracks, contour banks and
dams are incorporated to produce a system which is
more in harmony, rather than conflict, with the
farm environment,

This leaflet provides the basic ideas of
conservation farm planning and a systematic
approach for the implementation of such ideas on
farm properties.’ In addition to this information
farmers can contact their local Department of
Agriculture and inquire about specialist areas of
water conservation and soil reclamation. These
include design and construction of roaded
catchments, and reclamation of eroded gullys.

Initial mapping

An acrial photograph enlargment at 1:10000
scale (1 millimetre = 10 metres) makes an ideal
base map. It shows most of the natural features,
the existing problems and the development relevant
to farm planning. Draw the property boundaries on

- the photograph, using coloured grease pencils (two

brands are Omnichrom and Chinagraﬁh). The
actual photos can be obtained from the Lands
Department, Perth, at a price rarely exceeding $20.
The following can also be marked:

® Land classes—likely to need different
management for conservation and full production.

Non-arable: mallet hills, breakaways, very steep
land, solid rocky ridges, saltland.

Marginal-arable: water logged heavy clay flats,
flood-prone flats, land with many scattered rock
outcrops. '

Arable (cropping): no contour banks needed,
contour workinf advisable, contour banks and
working advisable.

Cultivation boundaries and natural drainage
lines. Mark major river§® and creeks with steep
b'anka. major grassed waterways which carry
sizeable water tlows, and finally, the minor
depressions which rarcly (if ever) carry water. Ridge
crest lines can also be marked at this stage,

51

6 The existing stock water points.
® Existing roads which cannot be changed.

Land-use preblems }

The second stage of mapping is identifying and
marking on the photograph specific land-use
problem such as those paddocks chopped into
awkward sections by erosion gullies, erosion effects
at headlands, firebreaks, roads and possibly around
buildings, and the lack of reliable water supplies in
some paddocks.

As planning is the next step, treatment of land-
use problems must also be considered. A list of
specific problems and their remedies is included at
the back of this leaflet.

Decisions on planning .

Once all the individual areas have been
considered in the total farm context, a finalised
plan must be drawn up to show the changes to be
implemented over a period of years. This plan
should include:

® Soil conservation measures necessary to prevent

_ or control the various erosion problems, e.g. contour

banks, gully filling.

o Improved paddock and fencing layout, This
should be to fit in with the natural features,
different land classes, soil conservation works,
watering points and stock shelter. The final fence
layout should attempt the desired number of
paddocks, as close as possible to the preterred
paddock size. However, size based on pasture
carrying capacities and convenience of flock and
herd management, may be in conflict with the
above mentioned conservation and land class
divisions and result in awkward corners and
cultivation pstterns Compromises may be necessary. °

Note: fences are best located: along ridge crests,
along creeks and grass waterways, along contour
banks, and along the boundary between land ¢lasses.
Otherwise, straight up and down hills, rather than
diagonally across slopes.

Also, in the interests of economy, good existing
fences can remain put,unless they cause an erosion
problem or completely upset the proposed farm
plan layout. As conversion to the complete plan will
probably take several years, eventual moving of
good fences can be planned for.

® Drought-proof water supplies in each paddock.
This not only ensures-better grazing control and
pasture utilisation, but also helps prevent gateway
and shecp pad erosion problems (caused by stoc
trekking from one paddock to another during
summer), The new fence plan may enable existin
dams to be more etficiently used and even shureﬁ
between two or more paddocks. Water may have to
be piped w troughs -in saltland, deep sand and
rocky paddocks,



. /7
® A system of access tracks for stock, machines
and vehicles. Ideally, a good all-weather road right
around the farm, with minimum gate opening,
should be provided—perhaps also with a central
raceway for stock movement. Roads should be sited
on ridge crests or below contour banks if possible.

If roads tend to collect run-off, forming up may be
necessary, with drainage by spur drains,

o Relocation of gateways and firebreaks. These
often collect and concentrate run-off, To prevent
this, site gateways on high ground. Firebreaks
should preferably ﬁe ploughed along ridge crest and
contour fencing. Avoid locating them along
waterway fences or fences running diagonally across
slopes where they tend to collect run-off and erode.

Completion of mapping

When all the above points have been considered,
they can be drawn onto the aerial photograph. The
plan is now in such a form as to work from.

Modifications to the plan can be made as and -
when necessary during implementation of .the work,
e.g. when dam sites have been test drilled, contour
banks surveyed in on the ground, and so on.

This is how a farm looks on a survey map. All it
tells you is the location number (2709), and the size

of the property (3 333 acres),
2]

Using survey maps while planning the development
of their properties, many farmers have ended up
with a square paddock layout like this,

@' 2.

But the land on a property is not all the same.
Some is suitable for cropping and grazing (arable),
while some can only be safely used for grazing
(non-arable). Now shade in all the non-arable areas
on: figures 3 to 6 with a light red pencil. The
remaining white areas are arable or .potential
cropping land, Fig. 3 is a simple Land Class map.

The main types of non-arable land are:— salt land,
flood-prone” and waterlogged land, creeks and
rassed waterways, deep sands, mallet hills,
ironstone breakaways, rocky hills and areas of

scattered rock.
43
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Taking a closer look at the arable land we see that
gome of the flatter land can be cultivated
safely—often without contour cultivation, The
steeper arable land, showing signs of erosion, must
be protected with contour banks and good pastures,
ancr cropped less frequently. The necessary contour
banks have been marked on the Land Class map.

gt

6 -
X | If we superimpose the square paddock layout
QO 0O H[W gigure 2) onto the Land Class and Soil
A onservation map (Figure 4) the result is a hopeless
mess, Notice how different classes of land, requiring
different management practices, have been fenced
into the same paddock and how contour banks run
through fences. Fences and waterways chop the
arable land into small pieces, which are
inconvenient for working with large machines.

\
S/ et by

By giving a little thought to the position of fences, a
far better layout results, Fences are best located
along natural cultivation boundaries and.to fit in
with the contour layouts. As a result fences will
often follow grass waterways or creeks, between
arable and non-arable land, between major. soil
types, below contour banks, and along ridge crests.

After this stage is reached, by utilising natural
boundaries for fence positions, there may still be a
need for further subdivision of larger areas. For
instance the large arable area (A) of about 300
hectares when in crop, cuts stock access to area (B).
Various factors, including topography, soil type and
cropping and stock management programmes, could
determine the way that area (A) is subdivided into
smaller paddocks.

gt
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CONTROL ON LAND CLEARING

SOIL AND LAND CONSERVATION ACT, 1945

Introduction

1. Secondary soil and water salinity caused by clearing the natural vege-
tation for dryland agriculture is probably Western Australia's most serious
environmental problem. In 1970 the Senate Select Committee's Report on Water
Pollution in Australia stated that the major problem of water pollution in
Western Australia was salinity. Quite some years since then State legis-
lation has been passed to protect a number of salt-susceptible catchments
from salt encroachment due to excess catchment clearing. There is still
concern at continued encroachment of salt-affected farm land in inland agric-
ultural districts. The extent of once productive agricultural land rendered
useless through salinisation is equivalent to the loss of almost 250 wheat-
belt farms, and the problem is still increasing.

2. In 1978 a major report was published on the Commonwealth-State Govern-
ment Collaborative Soil Conservation Study of 1975-79. The purpose of the
Study was to provide the Commonwealth and State Governments with information
for the formulation of policy on soil conservation and associated land and
water management programmes. A survey of agricultural and'pastoral land

in Australia indicated that half of the continent required some form of treat-
ment for land degradation. In Western Australia the area involved amounted .
to about 44% of the State (ie. most of the agricultural and pastoral area);
virtually none of this area of the State had been treated with "works" and

the area requiring such intensive treatment was estimated to be 20% (1975);
the remaining degraded land only required treatment involving management '
practices (eg. destocking pastoral areas). The construction costs for
required works in Western Australia was estimated to total $48 million, with
annual maintenance costs of $5.3 million.

3. The study report'was reviewed in 1978 by the Standing Committee on

Soil Conservation (comprising the Commonwealth and State Heads of Soil Conserv-
ation Agencies) and it agreed with Study Recommendations concerning the
activities of State GoVernments, including :

. "an examination of State soil conservation legislation and administrative
relationships in regard to the mitigation of the various forms of land
degradation”

. “State Governments examine the provisions for grants and subsidies avail-

able to land users for soil conservation to ensure that these are adequate
and equitable"

. "large scale projects of a regional, catchment or sub-catchment dimension
be increasingly undertaken by soil conservation authorities”

Of interest, the Standing Committee agreed with the study recommendation
that due regard be given to the incorporation of soil conservation principles
in the design, construction and maintenance of roads and other public works.

4. The Study Report pointed out that there is significant land degradatibn
in Australia‘'s arid zone where the nation's pastoral industry is based -
the fundamental form being the damage to, modification and destruction of
the vegetation. 1In 1979 the "Jennings Committee® report on 'The Present
and Future Pastoral Industry of Western Australia' acknowledged that the
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problem of loss of pasture base induced declining pastoral productivity and
it concluded that productivity could only be raised by rehabilitation of
the pasture base. 1In addition to the provision of Government incentives

to pastoralists to combat land degradation, the Committee advocated pasture
cultivation on pastoral leases. In 1980, Sections 105 and 107 of the Land
Act were amended to facilitate the cultivation of pasture on pastoral leases.
Section 105 now allows the Minister for Lands to approve of the sowing and
cultivation of non-indiginous pasture species by a lessee. The provisions
of Section 107 were formerly confined to the obligation of the lessee to
seek approval to ring-bark trees; they now extend to the removal and
destruction of vegetation generally for the improvement of the lease.

5. So0il salinisation and wind erosion remain serious land degradation
problems in agricultural areas. About 500,000 ha of wheatbelt land has always
been saline and supports salt tolerant plants. However, the 1979 saltland '
survey indicates that salinity now affect 263,700 ha of land previously used
for crops and pasture across some 4270 farms. Compiled from questionaire
information provided by farmers, it shows a significant increase when compared
to figures from a similar survey carried out in 1974. 1In 1980 a further

44,000 ha of farmland was severely damaged by wind erosion, affecting about
500 sandplain farms. '

Soil and Land Conservation Act

6. - Against this background, major amendments were made to the Western
Australian Soil Conservation Act in 1981

. Title - This was changed to the Soil & Land Conservation Act.

. Land Degradation -~ The application of the Act was broadened to cover
'land degradation', of which soil erosion is only one aspect. In the
Act, ‘'land degradation' is defined to include soil erosion, salinity
and flooding, as well as the removal or destruction of natural and intro-
duced vegetation.

. Soil Conservation Advisory Committee - Altered to increase the proportion
of non-government members,

. Soil Conservation Service -~ Formerly the Act relied heavily upon the
Government Departments xrepresented on the Soil Conservation Advisory
Committee to assist the Service in tackling problems. The amended Act
now places this responsibility on the Soil Conservation Commissioner
and his staff, and provides improved resources to do so.

In the future, the direct involvement of other Government Agencies is
likely to be at the local level, such as through membership on District
Committees when established.

. Soil Conservation Districts -~ A new innovation is provision for Soil
Conservation Districts to be established and the power to impose a rate

on rateable land in a District to fund necessary soil conservation works.
This 'levy' would be paid into District accounts in a Soil Conservation
District Fund in the State Treasury, and be applied to soil conservation
works of benefit to the District. Soil Conservation District Advisory
Committees would be appointed to assist the Commissioner for Soil Conserv-
ation in combatting land degradation in the District.

56 uoo/3




-3 -

. Penalties - Generally increased ten-fold, and provision has been for.
stiff continuing fines for non-compliance with Soil Conservation Orders.

7. Section 32 of the Act enables the Commissioner of Soil Conservation

to serve a Notice preventing land clearing likely to result in land degradation.
Provisions for the Act can also be used to compel land owners to inform the
Commissioner of clearing plans. It is therefore technically possible to
declare agricultural regions of the State to be subject to clearing notifi-
cation. Once such notification has been received, clearing proposals can

be evaluated, enabling conditional approval or refusal to be made. Conditional
approval, for example could require retention of farm shelter belts, and
fencing to protect shelter belts from grazing stock.

Other Benefits

8. Should a clearing proposal be received involving land adjoining a
conservation reserve, the Commissioner of Soil Conservation could inform

the reserve management authority. Where appropriate, the reserve management
authority could negotiate with the land owner to acquire the land before

it was cleared, or enter into an agreement of mutual benefit which ensured
that the land remained uncleared.

9. Such a scheme would have been of considerable value in 1981 when land
held by Agnew-Clough Ltd under the Wundowie Charcoal-Iron Agreement was
disposed of and cleared. This problem is exampled by the Beelaring and
Goonaring Nature Reserves in the Shire of Toodyay, details of which are
attached. :

W.A. NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES ASSOCIATION
AUGUST 1984 ‘

57



REFERENCES:

Water Pollution in Australia (1970) : Report of the Senate Select Committee
on Water Pollution.

Vegetation Clearance in South Australia (1976) : Report of the Inter-
departmental Committee on Vegetation Clearance.

A Basis for Soil Conservation in Australia (1978) : Commonwealth & State
Government Collaborative Soil Conservation Study 1975-1977, Report 1.

A Review of 'A Basis for Soil Conservation Policy in Australia"(1978) :
Standing Committee on Soil Conservation.

The Present & Future Pastoral Industry of Western Australia (1979) : Report

of Committee appointed by Cabinet to review the industry ('Jennings Committee').

Dryland Agriculture and Secondary Salinity (1980) : Arthur Conacher (Uni.
W.A.), in "Man and the Australian Environment - Current Issues and Viewpoints™"
(EQ Hanley & Cooper); McGraw-Hill Book Co. (Sydney).

Soil and Land Conservation Act, 1945-1982 (Western Australia) : Various
Department of Agriculture Journals.

58



REPORT OF THE WORKING PARTY ASSISTING THE

AGRICULTURAL LAND ROLEASE

REVIEW COMMITTEE

AUGUST 1984

CLEARING CONTROL ON FREEHOLD AGRICULTURAL LAND

Boil conservation farm plans provide an appropriate
means of identifying areas unsuitable for clearing
because of the hazards of land degradation and/or
very low productivity. The conservation farm plans
would also incorporate relevant managerial
recommendations and would thus consider all aspects
of land degradation both actual and potential.
Regulation of land clearing on freehold agricultural
land would remove the inconsistency of the present
approach which deals with Conditional Purchase leases
but becomes ineffective once the land is made’
freehold.

The Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945-82 could
provide the administrative means of achieving
clearing control. Indeed, the Government is already
considering the implementation of clearing control
procedures by thies means. '

1.2.2 Recommendations (Part Two)

(iv) The regulation of land clearing on
freehold farms should be considered. (Section
6.6.1).
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THE TREE SOCETY

plan’cing conservation ea‘uca’cion

CORRESPONDENCE TO: P.0O. BOX 156
CLAREMONT 6010

14th August, 1984

The Director,

Department of Fisheries & Wlldllfe,
108 Adelaide Terrace,

PERTH, 6000.

Dear Mr. Bowen,

W.A. Nature Reserve Manaéarent Plan No, 6
Nature Reserves of the Shire of Toodyay (draft)

Thank you for forwarding a copy of the above plan to the Tree
Society.

We commend the Department for an excellent plan and have no
comments or submissions to make upon it.

Yours sincerely,
For The Tree Society,

W“‘L&@—PV

Caroline Hoo?er (Mrs)
. General Secretary .

c/o 328 STIRLING HIGHWAY CLAREMONT W.A. 6010 TEL: (09) 384.8520 (9am~lpm)
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School of Biology

Western Australian
Institute of Technology
Kent Street, Bentley
Western Australia 6102
Phone (09) 350 7368
Telex AA92983

BGC:JLL

~22nd June, 1984

Ms S.A. Moore,

W.A. Wildlife Research Centre,
P.0. Box 51,

WANNEROO, W.A., 6065

Dear Sue,

Thank you for sending a copy of the draft report on "Nature Reserves

of the Shire of Toodyay." It was a little disappointing to find that

no acknowledgement was given of the intensive research that has been
undertaken by my colleagues and 1 from WAIT, at the Wongamine Reserve,
since 1976. 1 am enclosing copies of several published papers and
extracts from student reports that may serve to highlight the kind

of work that has been done. Our findings suggest that the plant species
Tist (App. vi) is somewhat incomplete, e.g. Dryandra fraseri, Hakea
trifurcata, Adenanthos cygnorum and Adenanthos drummondii are common

in some parts of the Reserve, but are not Tisted.

I look forward to seeing a copy of the final report.

Yours sincerely,

froom bz~

Dr Brian G. Collins
Head,
School of Biology

Encs.
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Qoodyay Shire Council

All communications to he addressed to the Shire Clerk.

Telephone 096- 262258 - 262237

Post Office Hox 96 Council Chambers,
Fiennes Street
owr et KCW:RMLS A6.7 TOODYAY, W.A. 6566

Your el MS Moore

25th June, 1984.

The Director

Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
108 Adelaide Terrace

PERTH W.A. 6000

Dear Sir,

W.A. NAT, RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN No. 6 (Draft)
NATURE RESERVES OF THE SHIRE OF TOODYAY

Thank you for prov1d1ng copies of the draft amangement plan for the

nature reserves in Toodyay which we are making available for persual by
the public.

From Council's view we have no further suggestions to make to add to our
comments on the initial draft of 1ast year.

Youps” faithfuNy,

\

K.C. WILLIAMS,
SHIRE CLERK.
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10th November 1983

Mr B K Bowen

Director

Department of Fisheries & Wildlife
108 Adelaide Terrace

PERTH 6000

Dear Mr Bowen,

Just a brief letter to say how much I enjoyed
the occasion at Toodyay on the 2nd November. I am
sure you must have been pleased with the response
of the local people and they must have been very
pleased that the department took so much trouble
-to make the evening so interesting. I ani sure they
must have been impressed,as I was by the presence of
the Minister and the Director and so many  departmental
people. All in all it was a very good evening and
the supper was very welcome at the end of the day.

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,
\/\GbWFRr«J/ VAQL—ZZ:iﬂaa |

Margaret McAleer, MLC
MEMBER FOR UPPER WEST PROVINCE
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P.Oo BO\' 99,
TOODYAY. 6566.

Tel. 096~262280,
24th June, 198L.

KISS SUSAM A, MOORE,

Department of Fisheries,
& Wildlife

108 Adelaide Terrace,

PERTH. 6000.

Dear Susan,

Mr, Chitty and I wish to thank you for meeting and
~discussing with us the managerial problems relating
to Beelaring and Goonaring Reserves., It would how-
ever be advantapeous for us to have your Nepartment's
decision on the matters so we can convey them to the
local branch of the P.,I.A, and the Reserves
Protection Committee of the Toodyay Shire Council.

The points needing clarification are:-

1, Is an attempt to be made to drain the sdty water
on the south eastern corner of Beelaring Reserve
where it has affected the existing vegetation?

2, What action is to be taken to eliminate the
Kykuyu grass in the same area on the road verge?

3. Is the same Reserve to be burnt in quarter
sections to eive some control of the extreme fire
hazard? If not what is the proposed plan and the
reasons for not control burning?

4. Are all tracks in both Reserves to be sealed
off from use by vehicles and suitable notices erected.

5. We sugpest that the old Toodyay Road adiacent to
the old well at Coonaring Reserve also be closed to
vehicles and made part of the existing Reserve to
preserve the old well,

An early reply would be apprecliated so we can report
back to the orpganisations mentioned,

Yours sihcerely,

/1%4. ;Z‘Aﬁ/évﬁ(

AR o W\QJ(\“\@M_‘\%(,, 2o ol .
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GOONARING Al BolLarIlG EidnGs o 5uid.
FARAGUY LT ProbOLAL

After inspection of the rescrves it is felt that t.c
fuel reduction measures mentioncd in the report are
not apflicable, especially in the case of the
Beelaring Reserve which is in a very dirty state,
particularly near the Toodyay Road, and does rot
appear to have been burnt for fifteen vears or more
and would lead to a very extreme fire in the summer
months. 'We therefore make the following proposals:-

l, Protection from fire.

Some autumn protective burninpg should be done evory
few years, in strips, to prevent any wildfires from
completely burning out either rescrve in one fire.
Such a fire would kill out the wildlife completely
from the small reserve which is surrounded by
cleared land which means very little chance of rc-
stocking from outside, Vehicles should be execluded.
All road entrances should be blocked or fenced and
loeked. The old road tracks inside the reserves
.8hould be left as they are to help protective burn-
ing or wildfire fighting, Out of season protective
strip burning could be done alony some of these
tracks instead of bulldozing firebreaks.

2, Public use of reserves.
Use of Goonaring and Beelaring Springs by the publlc
should not be encouraged at this point of time. -
However, the Aecess Classification as defihed in the
report is endorsed by us providing the words 'by
appointment' or 'under supervision' are added.
Feneing, Goonaring's road frontase should be
fenced except the dense swamp area, To attempt to
fence swamp road frontage would be costly and en-
vironmentally damaging.

Beelaring should have roads closed and
the salt affected east end should have a drain dus
to drain salt water from fresh water swamp, i.,e. a
drain along the road verge.

3.  The disputed catchment area should become an
extension to the reserves in ifoint management with

?g Toodyay Shire Council with frequent consultation
with local interested bodies.

L. The area betweer the 0ld and presernt Toodyay
Road at the Gdonaring Spring reserve be left in its
natural state, Should any widening of the roa d be-
found necessary in this area consideration be riven
to dividing the roa d at this point to preserve
this area of the original reserve.

5, It is our considered opinlon that if the whole
of the watershed to these two reserves is not
allowed to return as near as possible to its natural
-gtate the reserves will be destroyed by salinity.,

6, An honary warden should be sourht to advise the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife of ary nisuse
of the reserves should it occur,

7. The making of the area worthy. of Fey Jite eco-
systen mananement 18 most desirable.
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Ctto lLueller 7 licier Avenue,
' wembley Downs (019

St July, 13534

To . the

Director,

Dept. of IMisheries and Wildlife,
108 Adelaide Terrace,

Perth, W.i. 6000

(o)

Coiizenits on your Jraft Reserve haunagement Plan No.

wear Sir,

I recently (17.6.0L) »wirticipated in a bus tour to visit the Toodyay MNature
iicserves.,

Unfortutately, only 3 out of 9 were superficially inspected.

First, soume pgeueral remarks. I am disillusioned by the size uf most reserves.
Their areas run counter to any established theory on viable ecosystens, Oue
canuot help the feeling that . r. Casperson in 1975 was beset by a Lind of
closure panic and recotssended any small remnaut ares for vesting iunto WAWA.

In sowe cases we anpear to be dealing with the reteution of a mere few species
of euaalypt or acacia which are plemtiful elseviiere, in otiiers they coustitute
a small representative floristic remuaut of wial useé@ to be there ounce.

I see the reserves as islands in an agricultural sea. Wrere are the inter-
counections betwee:n thew for the movewent of founa? It is uot eougl to rely
upon @ few gpecies which utilize the edge effect or iuterface. hlost areas

hove been logged, burnt, run over by weeds or are unfenced.

Decause of the above reasons costly aud e-teasive vanageuent will be required.
Yet, I doubt their mltiwate fate.

I do realize, of course, the scarcity of land avuilable for exteunsions in that
siire, but nerhaps adjacent state forest (if 2.y) could be incorporated to
reduce their vulnerability.

It is further unigue to read that verious reserves are roorly documented.
Cily toc often the public is told that before couserv:ition can. take nlece
any area has to prove its value il every aspect,

. Couservation issues, obviously, still take second place when oue reuewsers
thic eveuts surrouuding reserves 529 aud 059, or altempts to yraze, amalgamateﬂ
o cut un reserves 21429, 2393 and 220096,

It is sad that after 150 years of europeal tyne agriculture we still have
so few eunlighteied faruers like Mr. L. kilhinch, Lr. Tony kitchell, tir.
J. hasters, br. II, Arnold, or the late iir. A.ll, Robiuson of Coolun,

I uote shat some reserves are uite inaccessible by being locked into privite
landholdings. One lopes the adjacent teunants are more favourably disposed
towards the need for couservation than their predecessors, They, and not thle
public for a cliange, hold the key for coutiunued existeuce of such areas.

- 2 -
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Hopefully, they will concur with the plan's view that these“islauds'"values
are inestimable.

Fow to the reserves in vnarticular,

I am fully in favour of limited access, and support the amalgamation of
reserves 659 and 529. They are swall indeed hut way be helped by the area

in between being reserved as well, Proper sigiing and fencing woulcé also be
supportive, I do not know, however, how your managemant efforts can rehabili-
tate the extensive cleared areas in guestion,

Reserve 33647 is very impressive with itSarray of tree smccies and recorded
orchids. I am interested to read that two fires in 1930 started (as usual,
one might say) on agricultural land adjacent and to the detriment of the
reserve., Yet, your plan sets out "to protect the assets of adjacent land-
iivlders...." through active management, It seems to me that farmers all over
the state are rather careless towards their oww land, let alone an adjaceut
reserve, national park or state forest. Will we ever see the day when a
public servant or a minister takes the stand and tells local goverument

or the farmer that they also have a responsibility in respect to fire
‘control and should be penalised for danages occurcd in reserves?

How can you saiintain or manage a key site ecosystew while already contem-
plating prescribed burning? The amount of dead wood in our eastern open
#oodlands are the assets of their diversity. Those countroversial Forest
Pepartment ideas can hardly be eutertained as a managemeut tool in those
areas, One does agree, of course, with firebreaks or firelires.

The amonnt of rubbish at our stopniig woint at the above reserve leaves

mich room for amprovement aid shows, again, difficulties in close managemelit,
I suggest that local groups should be rore actively involved., Departmental
staff would be far more exneinsive than a snall financial inceutive to those
who are keenly interested in the retentioun of our enviroument.

Reserve 21429 is fairly large, but was not clesely looked at. Again, o
trapsitionsl type of reserve. Siunce grazing ceased ouly iz 1980 the area

pust bLe nuch modified, Poor feucihg and aew ~subdivisious along the south-
westerly peripbery will @ll for costly managerient and educational caupaigns
for landowners and visitors to maintain what is left desnite its comparatively
large size. It will, indeed, be interesting to see whether the longterm
objectives for this reserve casn be achieved, like fire and pest exclusion

and public use. :

Yours faithfully,
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ir V.L.,Ridgway B.
"Kigka"
Coomberdale 65172
095 418033

Consultant Archaeologist
Assocliate,Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists.

irector,
weatern Australian wWildlife Kesearch Centre,

Dear Sir,

Please coxesider this submission to the drdft hanagnm»nt
Pian for Lue Nature Reserves of tne Shire of Toodyay.

Proposed Commonwealth and existing State legislation protects
known and unknown aboriginal sites,Tle draft Management plan does not
mention if there are any aboriginal sites located in the Keserves,
The comprehensive draft Management pian would be further enhanced
if a survey «for aboriginal sites is conducted.,If public use of the
Reserves is intended,a Ma agement plan that did not incorporate.
provisions for the protection of sites is not only incomplefte but
by association,condones the possible disturbing of sites.Infringement
of the Her11age Act which governs aboriginal sites would also be
a very real possibility even if no public use is envisaged because
officers of the Faragement plan would presumeably enter the Reserves
from time to time.

It could be said that the Managewent plan proposed is
‘responsible for the care of aboriginal sites by virtue of its claim.
to be a Manaigement plan,

Pledce feel free to contact me for any further information
or help concerning this matter,

Yours Faithdully,

P.L.Ridgway

"LAdl(.

/uune,/
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FUNGI OF WONGAMINE NATURE RESERVE (1984)

by K. Griffiths

CLASS ASCOMYCETES

Peziza austrogeaster
Peziza vesiculosa
Peziza sp.

CLASS HYMENOMYCETES

Agaricus sp.

Amanita xanthocephala
Amanita sp.

Boletus sp.

Clitocybe sp.
Coltricia cinnamomea
Coltriciella dependens
Coprinus sp.

Coriolus versicolor
Cortinarius erythraeus
Gymnopilus sp.
Laccaria laccata
Leptonia sp.

Lopharia crassa

Panus fasciatus
Paxillus muelleri
Piptoporus portentosus
Pynoporus coccineus
Ramaria ochraceo-salmonicolor
Ramaria stricta
Russula flocktonae
Russula mariae

Stereum hirsutum
Stropharia semiglobata
Tremella mesenterica
Tremelloscypha australiensis
Tubaria rufo-fulva

CLASS GASTEROMYCETES

Calostoma luridum
Endoptychum melanosporum
Geastrum sp.

Lycoperdon glabrescens
Pisolithus tinctorius
Tulostoma sp.

N.B. Names are according to
unpublished, 1984, The advice
Hilton (University of Western
acknowledged.,
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Hilton (1982)
and enthusiasm of Dr Roger

Australia)

are

and Hilton,

gratefully



