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Reservoir and Catchment Area management plan were received. A list of submitters is
contained in Appendix A. The origin of submissions may be categorised as below:

CATEGORY
State Government
Local Government
Private Individuals
Private Industry

Recreation Groups
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2.2 Analysis of Submissions

In general, submissions expressed support for the concept of preparing and implementing a
management plan for the reservoir and catchment. Whilst support for some specific
management initiatives was expressed, strong disagreement, particularly in relation to water
ski management, was also conveyed in submissions. Concerns were also expressed as to
necessary implementation strategies and the administrative contingencies that would arise.
A number of small errors in technical or historical background were identified.

As a result of the opposing views contained in the submissions, and the need to carefully
resolve opposition to specific management recommendations or prescriptions, the following

process of review and amendment was necessary:

1) Review and categorisation of comment or areas of concern expressed in the

submissions, and preparation of a summary as detailed in Section 3.0.

2)  Evaluation by the Project Team of the requests for changes to management

prescriptions and formulation of appropriate responses or amendments.
3) Discussion of proposed amendments with affected parties.
4)  Preparation of the Final Management Plan.

Evaluation of the submissions utilised the following criteria in determining whether amend-

ments to the DMP was appropriate:

i)  Additional relevant background information was incorporated, and any errors in
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The lack of information describing the catchment’s fauna was noted by the W.A. Museum.
However the opinion was also expressed that subsequent research and monitoring

programmes could adequately compile the necessary data.

One submission from the Waroona area suggested that the prevailing summer winds were

easterlies, not south-westerly and south-easterly winds as stated in the DMP.

In their submission to the DMP, Alcoa of Australia Ltd. noted that the Waroona Reservoir
catchment was likely to contain substantial bauxite reserves and therefore the importance of
bauxite mining in the catchment should be more clearly recognised by the management
plans. Whilst the catchment area lies outside the current 25 year mining plan, changes to
economic circumstances could result in the approaéh of mining to the close vicinity of the

catchment within ten years.

The Mines Department suggested that for completeness, reference be included to dolerite

dykes that occur within the granite and gneissic rocks that predominate in the catchment.
Section 3.0 Role of Management Authorities (Three submissions)

A submission from a user group advised that the DMP does not mention that the Department
of Fisheries has considerable knowledge of the biology of the marron, redfin perch, rainbow

and brown trout fisheries within the reservoir.

Two submissions gave opposing views as to the jurisdiction of the Health Act regarding the
control of “illegal” camping on Crown Land. One suggested that jurisdiction extended to an
area of radius 16km around the Caravan Park, whilst the second disputed its applicability on
“Crown Land” and stressed that need for resolution of the current uncertainty.

Section 4.0 Evaluation of Recreational and Environmental Compatibility

A submission from a user group sought recognition of the distinction between general off-
road vehicle activity and those activities conducted by the W.A. Four Wheel Drive
Association in accordance with their Code of Ethics, a copy of which was supplied. The
Association submitted that it should not be presumed that all off-road vehicle operators were
unaware of the environmental effects of off-road vehicle usage. For example, the Australian
National Four Wheel Drive Council’s Code of Ethics expressly contains recommendations
to “keep to constructed vehicle tracks and not to drive off-road”.
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Maintenance of the Caravan Park in its present condition was also requested by the

signatories.

The same submission suggested a firewood collection area should be made available and
indicated that establishment of “wild camping” areas was not desired.

One submission noted that the popularity of wild camping should be interpreted as demand
for camping within a natural setting and therefore on this basis, sending overflow or “wild

campers” outside the catchment was not a viable option.

A user group disagreed that all off-road vehicles would necessarily damage vegetation, and
made reference to the W.A. Four Wheel Drive Association’s Code of Ethics, which

specifically recommends use of formed roads in preference to off-road.

A submission from a local resident suggested that trail bikes should be banned from the

catchment to alleviate problems of noise and socially unacceptable behaviour.
Section 7.0 Options for Improving Management (Three submissions)

A user group felt that club management may also be appropriate for land based recreational

activities.

A submission from a small user group strongly disagreed with club management of boating
and skiing. A preference for management to new guidelines controlling ski and boat activity
that should be policed by the present Shire Ranger was expressed. Registration of boats was
also favoured.

CALM’s Regional and District Offices, at Bunbury and Harvey respectively, considered that
recreation on the reservoir and immediate vicinity would best be managed by the Water
Authority, as they had direct interest and responsibility for water quality. CALM should
continue to manage the catchment for multiple-use.

The establishment of a Consultative Committee co-ordinated by the Water Authority was
supported in principle by all direct references made in the submissions, however difficulties
in implementation and funding arrangements were felt to be probable, due to the difficulty

in co-ordination of the multiple interests, and limited financial resources and manpower.






that were identified. However, several submissions considered that the management
proposals were comprehensive, adequate and appropriate to the future management

requirements of the area.
Power Boats and Water Skiing

A user group submitted that boat launch and recovery should not be restricted to only two or
three sites as this would cause congestion and safety risk. A larger ski area than that
proposed was also suggested, with a shoreline exclusion zone of 50m width. Suggested
amendment to the proposed water ski area was supported by a plan and a method of
delineating the ski area using buoys that could be relocated in sympathy with water level

changes.

Both support, and opposition was expressed regarding the concept of water ski management
by a club. It was contended that the water ski/boating community were largely self
regulatory and to date had capably managed their activities without mishap. However more
regular patrol of the reservoir during peak periods by Department of Marine and Harbour’s

Officers was required, as they have policing powers in relation to boating activity.
Camping and Caravans

The submission from the Shire of Waroona agreed that expansion of the Waroona Caravan
Park up to a maximum of sixty serviced bays would be appropriate in the short term. It was
suggested that provision of sites for wild camping should be achieved by extending the
present area of the Caravan Park and utilisation of areas within the park for this purpose.
“Wild camping” in areas other than the Caravan Park was opposed by several submitters.
However, the provision of a camping site served with toilet and barbecue facilities for the
exclusive use of youth and community groups such as Scouts, Guides, Cubs, Brownies or

Church youth groups was recommended.

A further submission suggested that the Caravan Park should be retained in its present
format so that limitation to available accommodation could assist the control of boat
numbers utilising the reservoir.

Effluent Disposal

The ability of sealed vault or composting toilets to operate safety within the catchment was
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Beekeeping

Two submissions supported the maintenance of access to the forest areas for apiarists. Each
noted that dieback quarantine and bauxite mining have already reduced the areas available
for placement of hives and therefore it was important that the Waroona Reservoir catchment
continued to be available.

Administration

All submissions that made reference to the concept of a Consultative Committee agreed in
principle with the need for its establishment. Once submission proposed that the Water
Authority delegate to the Committee should be from the Waroona Water Authority office.
Each user group submission offered to provide a representative to the Committee, whilst a
local resident suggested that a representative of the W.A. Police Force should be appointed
to the Committee.

The Water Authority was generally agreed to be best suited to providing a Chairman for the
Committee.

Three submissions noted that the limited funds would be a problem in the implementation of

management proposals.

Whilst the “user pays” principle was supported as a means of collecting necessary funds for
management, difficulties in the equitable assignment to the various categories of users of a
charge for use of the reservoir, was recognised as a probable problem area. Other

submissions, notably those from users, opposed the concept of “user pays”.

Finance (Five submissions)

Both support and opposition for the introduction of a “user pays” system was expressed.

One submission indicated that there would be a number of difficulties in implementing a fee
system, therefore it was considered unsuitable at this time. A further submission noted that
the penalty of inadequate funding for management would necessitate the levying of fees for
use of the reservoir. Another submission suggested that a registration fee for boats of a
nominal $100/annum would contribute to management and the employment of a caretaker at
the reservoir.
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Section 9.0 Outline of Management Recommendations

A number of amendments to the management recommendations were incorporated in the

prescriptions included in the final management plan.

These were as follows:

1)  The preference for the use of sealed vault toilets was incorporated.

iil) It was determined that gas barbecues would not be utilised at the Reservoir.

iii) Management prescriptions concerning fishing and marroning were incorporated.

iv) The objective of creating an exclusive swimming area was incorporated.

v) A management prescription concerning bauxite mining in the catchment was
incorporated.

vi) A management prescription concerning Aboriginal sites was incorporated.

vii) The requirement for decision making regarding funding of management to be ratified
by each of the member agencies of the Consultative Committee was incorporated.

viii) The preference for recreation management to be conducted by CALM, subject to
available finance, was included.

ix) The need for rangers to be fully familiarised with all of the regulations concerning

recreation, was incorporated.
x)  The need to investigate means by which the broad enforcement authority of the

relevant individual management agencies would be conferred upon individual rangers
was incorporated.
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APPENDIX A

LIST OF SUBMITTERS - WAROONA DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN

NAME

John Blyth

J A Ritchie

D R Kelly

Terry McVeigh

Dr P Christensen

A Fink

R T Golding

R C Burking

IM Crawford

Mrs P Hainge

WA Water Ski Assoc.

J Carpenter

ADDRESS

Scientific Adviser, CALM

Deputy Chief, Agriculture Protection Board,
Baron Hay Court, SOUTH PERTH W.A. 6151

Director General of Mines, Department of Mines,
Mineral House, 101 Plain St, PERTH 6000

Director Investment and Regional Dev., W.A.
Tourism Commission, G.P.O. Box X2261, PERTH 6001

Research, CALM

President, W.A. Trout and Freshwater Angling Assoc.
G.P.O. Box H590, PERTH 6001

Shire of Waroona, P.O. Box 20
WAROONA W.A. 6215 (Two submissions)

Technical Officer, Apiculture Section, Dept. of Agriculture
Baron Hay Court, SOUTH PERTH 6151

Acting Director, W.A. Museum,
Francis St, PERTH 6000

P.O. Box 13, WAROONA 6215

P.O. Box 1314, FREMANTLE 6160

“Coorigil”, 10 Zenobia Tce, KELMSCOTT 6111
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