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A R&ZPORT ON A PRELLLIMARY SURVEY OF
CHITOC LIP RESERVES.

FISHERIES AND
WILDLIFE

= 6 MAR 1980

e DACIOMOMAS 5o HASE, LIBRARY

The reszerves in question comprise two major arezs -

1) Chinocup Reserve comprising blocks 8507, 7285,
Aeserve No, 18303%.

N
~

Leake Chinocup Reserve comprising blocks 407,
992, 752, 1107, and Reserve No. 233%395.

Both .occur west of Pingrup Townsite and adjacent to the
old Railway line Nyabingz - Pingrup.

A1l work was done by authority Dr. A.A. Burbidgze. Fauno
Research of Fisheries and Fauna Dent. All specimens have been
lodged in W.A. Iluseum.

The Reserves' Descrivntion:

) Chinocun Reserve is about 7 niles due west Pingrim

te =24 occupies the old water reserve for the Chinocu»
te 2nd Reilwsy., It is surrounded by cleared farmland 28
is accesssble on twn sides from secondary rozds. The zcren-e

is T“JPO"l””tel” 2420 =cres, viiich consists of a valley rmmnia-
£5-5% with two high rises one to each side. The valley contcins
a larze pexrannent dam near its hezad. The water is potable bhut
mineraiized mrobably with mae~iesium salts

2) Lake Chinocup Reserve surrounds La%e Chinocun =2bout
4 miles VIV of Pingrun towmsite. It is surrounded by partislly
cleared farmland and is accescsabvle on the western side or
taroush the abandoned railwey line, This llne is to hecome =z
””]OI local road in the near fature. (Pers. Comm. D. 3211,
shire Comeillor). The acreaze excluding the Lake is abou
5500 eczres. Generally it consists of s=21t lzke surround bhut
a fine series of high sandhills occur near the west boundzary of
block AN7 viaere it crosses th~ old reailwar, There 2nme=rn o ho
MR 58 L waTer.

1) Chinocuvp Reserve contains a basic Zaolinised ~renite
under roclz viich ig overlaid in places by laterite. BSoils in
the main ave qaﬂdy and sandy clavs with sravel soils near the
breaaways and ridges. An outcrOﬁ of an angular granil-r

guartziie (?) or sandstone occurs at the north east end »nf Tre
central valler’,

The only water is an ar+1¢101?1 daw on the centre of

i1l be similar to Pinzrp or lyabing.



- The botany is compnlex but_seems to be controlled hy soil
tors and vnast fire areas. I recormised the following
1tanical areas as major units:

) Granite shield and surround of vnure Casurina cammestris.
g "'allee thickets of 3 - 4 species,
Jioort thickets.
York Gum with Salmon Gum valleys.
Gravel heaths ~ usually high.
Sand heaths - including sandplains surrounding lakes.
7) Szlt tolerant ilelaleuca thickets on salt lakes.

OV B I N

Of course there are mixtures of these but generally overlamns
and nixtures are at a minimum.

comised these bhotanical units as msjor hebitat areas

I re
rlines were arranzed to cover all possibilities.

and trap

lluman Alteration:

There anmpears to h~ve been 2 farm property here prior to

1930.

Considerzble nost cuttin~: has teken plmce in the stands of
bigzer ti~ber (izbitat 4).

As mart of dam construction considerable clearing of
vecetation 22d drain lining has taken nlace in the immediate
ares, of the dam., This has not rezenerated to any great extent.

Ioecel faraers use the ares as o rubhoish dump in particu_]_;:jyj
the south west corner.

There are three gravel pits at least in the reserve.
There is some cvidence of local waterfowl shooting on the
00

dam and Xanzar rwooting in the reserve.

3
(o3

Perimeter Firebreaks have been m2de in the nast but no
lon=er annear to be maintained.

£.P.B. moisoning has taken nlace in the area.

«ethod of Survev:

The survey was carried out by iy wife and myself fron
11t to 17t Peb., 1972 (inclusive).

Trenli~es of various tran tynes were used in all habitats,
izt nets were set.
Svotlirhting from foot and vehicle carried out.

Toot znd vehicle traverses vere made 2t various times over
211 arezs.

- r

Lr. W, iclenzie and 'r. . ilorris of Fauna Research assister
during their stay.

An 2eriol evamination was carried out at 500 ft.




Hesults of the Survey.

10.

11,

12.

KEchidna

Dunnart

ro8suTn

TVmd
Aante

[0

bllle;

ilamnals.

Tachyclossus aculeatus.

Sminthopsis crassicaudata.

yrmecobius fasciatus.

Trichosurus vulvpeculsa.

cacronus fuliginosus.

viacropus irma.

Chelinolobus gouldii.

“acropus eugenii.

trapline results)

Tracks and digzincs
seen,

“ir. A. Larter causht
one of these animals
near the dam 1970.

I saw no traces.

i‘r. A. Larter records
seeing them in the
reserve a2bout 15 years
ago. 1 saw no evid-
ence.

Thev are freguent in
the farmhouse areaz
belonging to A. Larter
0ld droppings were ’
found in a hollow
salmon gun by me., , =0
recent traces. i sfed

1wl e ctel pdent{ieh by MiEnue ¢ Youal s s

__1‘1"‘5’ Dec k73 3
Irecuent 1in reserve
both areas. anv
gnimals seen,

Infrequent in area.
3 sighted. Both creas

tir. A. Larter and lir.
F. Lerter renort 3
animals on the wviest:
side of the reserve.
Last seen % vears a7o
and presumned killed by
dogs. No recent
traces. ~ Onesigre X b,
N.-McKenr i€ HE ﬁ:"/?:\] 23{3172-

(ve?ﬁw*((w fW’) awew Infrequent over water,

L akTar b Decmmgu,(?7z(k¢ﬁthbut collected 2t dusi.

% )’o\» x»cbg:‘,\')

g vmilis.

Y
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.us musculus.

Pseudomvs occidentalis.

Cat

%O\Lc CL"“"C“‘P (/%Vk
Q

wh3

felis catus.

2 geen in omern NNt
1and. ..cilenzie 74
i.orris caer collided
one about % miles |
aviay. t Collecked ‘g MAcken1e
4 VYo uaram  Dece el 1472

iTot common but col-
lected. llostly in
s-ndplain areas.

One collected. i0

e yother traces. Snec-
imen taken. Very

blue srey with bhare
tail.

Fevr on perineter of

both reserves. 2 524~

uLZA J( dam Poccn,e 1472




1%3. Dog Ceanis fanilaris. Tracks seen in lzke
reserve.
14. Fox Vuloes vulnes. Few, wainly peri-
| meters.
| 15. Sieep Aries ovis. #lock running in
eastern edge of la%e
reserve.
16. Rabbit Oryctolazus coniculus. Fevi,
PRAPLINZ AND RESULTS - CHINOCUP RESERVE.
11 Feb 12 13 14 15 16 Total
site ©lliot 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/50
Rrealkback 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/59
th Heath mellee o/10 0/10 0/10 0/10 1/10  1/50
0/10 ©0/10 0/10 0/1 0 0o/10  0/50
vt .2llee 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/50
. 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/10 0/10  0/50
L (leee
o/10 ~0/10 1/10 0/10 1/40
0/15 2/15 1/15 71/15 4/60
RN 6/400.
\,rf“B e
N Ce
fotzl trapnights 400 o<t
Totsl trap results 6 (3 .us 1 Pse:xdouys
2 Veorenus.)
Py T 1

elijots
2
(o= 190
0 B
Steel Brea}{bi‘;cks 110
1

100 tremmnights
re

sults.

rapnizhts
o

sults.

traonizhts
result.




Surround ot Dzn,

-2llee Yorrel Eucalyntus srecilis,
drninant (25ft) with understory (4ft) of
ilelaleuca (4 spe01es) Cellistemon speciosug
phoeniceus and a low red flowered urevillco,
The ground is fairly open, course sand T=ias
in clay.

£ Tt ath " allee., South ernd of line is in Yorrel edze onening
- n = — into lateérite nlain covered with low
melzlevce Hokea Dry-ondre cornlex, average
heisht 127, —
Half N”V along line it comes into .al
and Temmar serub thicket verv dense (
with sandv ¢lay zround.

o0

5. sort =2lle=, ostly on frince of moort-clearinc he
R mth end of line come mallee is i“"‘.te;‘i'—

zversed.

w01l sandy clav tn laterite and cuartz

ricoo,

0

»

]

4. 521t Plock. Jgmmencins on corner of 992 ﬁhen anst.
=1lee scrnh tanerins throagh ©
eleleucs thicltets on salt edz=sc,
Lhite s&ad vith somz Rlue S

ssults of the Survev - AViS. CRIZNOCUP RESLIVE VJST AND 257,

_ ar - Ay ~hast 2000 hirg

0. dlac 2~ Foctaered put non~Tlvin west dan.

14 &1 = ¥ = 1 mounde found. 1 bird seen.



5.
51.
2.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

Banded rlover --younsg in paddoct at S. edze of reserve.

svocet.

Con-on Bronzewing.,
Purnle-crowned Lorikeet.
Gelah.

Twentyeight.

Elegant Grass Farrot.
Boobool.

Frogmouth,

Spotted Jizhtjer.
Kookaburra. ‘

Rainbow Bird.

Tree .artin.

Pipit.

Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike.
Scrub Robin.
White-browed Babbler.
western Warbler.,
Brosd-tziled tornvill.
Yellovw-tailed ornbill.
Spotted Scrub iiren.
Weebill.

Field Viren.
white-fronted Ch=t.
Viagtail.

Golden uwiristler.
Black-capped Sittell=,
Brown .:oneyeater.
vinging rioneyeater,
Purnle-zaped Honeyeater.

. _—
~ite—egred loncirestar,

)
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Tavny-crovmed ioneveatver.
White-fronted llonevester.
Yellov-throzted liirner.
Little Vvattle Bird.
Jagpie Lark.

Dusky 'ood oSwellovw.
Scueaker,

Grey Butcher Bird.
llagnie.

Raven.

Little Falcon.

western Roselle.

Generally birds were very scarce.
Liost of the Honeyeaters were seen
on a flowering patch of mallee on

north side of ihe reserve,




Rentiles were generally scarce, the only freocuent or
comnon species being Varanus mouldii rosenberoi,

M v c s = B P
Snakes cdh.P”::lwbS ol
w T

1) Demansia nuchalis’® one slou@h seen in granite are=.

4) Delma so one cast skin found.

Draron Lirzards

5) Amphibolurus maculatug

Skeink Lizards

6) Tilicu= rugosa

o

7) Zrernis nitida

8) Hemiersgsis pmeronii (?)

9) Lerista distincguenda (?)

10) Crvotoblenhsrus nlasiocenhalus

11) orethia butleri (?)

12) lilenetia crevii

Goanna Lizards

13) Varanus gouldii rosenbersi

T o
F#RT0 T S

—————

14) vlz cvelorhyr.cius

15) Eyla sp (?)

16) Helioporus sn (%)

Mo\lults

11 Two 56,\(:(_:(4 ‘oc‘\’(’\ Nney. &(),




anthoonlorsical Results:

)

aborizinal Stone Jrrancenent - Chinocu»n ile:orve

Situation: On to~ of smz1l cuertzite hill in block 7285

vilere 8507 joins it with piveline reserve access
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Discuscion: Chinocun Reserve

Phis reserve is made up of a large number of &nll

habitats viiich are iadividually w0551b1y t00- small TO SMONON
= fauns with soeciclized needs. It is 2pparent that
sunnorted a soecizlized fauna (Temmar Tumbat) until r TELYS

There ic room Tor speculation thal the decline matches t
~learine of the corridor block between this znd the lake
reserve,

Laze Chinocumn nRescrve:

The lower area of this is 2 good sized block of malle

sandplain and banxsie sandnlair wlth a surround of salt Iflais
2nd salt tolerant melmleuca t ickets. Trese bloc'zs annear
larze enough to support faunas s with specialized needs.
Currently both reserves are used to obhtain oravel, tihew
and cene while also being used &s rubpish dmps for farm
rubhish and desd stocik.
Recommendations:
& D
Lave @hinocun Regery ag 10 brezks 2t = eroent the o
' d (D. Ball) thet 1l i soonEly &
- o \ ~ % x = l’C’CO‘.,
i i it Ciiinocn =2nd zlont
") Al ..
Bagars st O
discussed thi: { C | 5k

]

¥

4) Ar.0ld Larter seens | v . v
Chinocup reserve =28 vell &s ositiv ttitude t
ile may be a satisfactory .:0

(‘\

4

j=

5) The sheen ia the east end of Lake Chinocun Reserve bde

destrored or removed,

6) Turther work (i.e. survev) be done on tlme reserve
especiclly ths Lalle reserve. .V neriod of 6 dars were too
at = very had time of the year.




Jatl ly Jlal'V

feb. 1972

Thurs. 10th Ex Perth after vehicle trouble preventing start
on wednesday. 0930 start to Jitarning to
examnine Dalgvte oossihle. Burrows and tracks
look valid.

Daily ""ileaze 200,

Friday 11th E¥. Jitarnine through Lake Grace to Chinocup.
Cemp -at dan. C=211 on A. Larter, not home,
Set 20 travs around Dam site. 2xamine some
perimeter tracks.
Too windy spotlisht.
Collected 1 Varanus gouldii rosenbergzi in moort.
) Daily Tilezge 123.

sat, 12th Further venicle traverses of area on all trocis,

set 40 more trans. 20 in heath mallee, 20 in
moort mzllee, 1st line negative.

Collected Ammiibolurus W“C77"U°

liemier~is peroni
Bi~ rubbish dumn at SWw corner of reserve. (?)
ibsolutely negative as far 2s vertebrate 1ife
S3et mist net over arm of drm. Too wiadv.
Daily “ilerxe 47,

Sun., 15t foot traverse:z in moort and inllee - negative.
Ficlr up skulls - ‘acropus irme and _.acronus
ful

fuliscinosus.
Dead fox, cdead c:t, dead sheen.
Ve..icle troverss over salt lrire area wen 25
trans set. 411 lines so f=r nil, ]
Collected 2 Crzlinolobuz gouldii  dusiz shaotin
1 Teriste distinsuendes  (?)
£11 1ife very scarce in are=z.

: Daily lilea~e 43,

on. 14tn Tranlines nil., Rebaited.
wist nelt dovm due to winds.
Shot 1 Chalinclobus gouldii at dusk.
Collected e HFW“ orevii
i T
o1 mnlte cronus iuliziiosus

Flew over 211 three reserves. Snotlight at

Dailvy "ilezze 66,

bl

1

Tues. 15th Traps 1 'us nmusculus (male) sendnlzin mellee
salt laze track.
1 Vara~us #2°1dii rosenberzii sendnlain
pzliee ot 1=7e track,

e cculus in creavel laterd
ida o7 raeserve under rubbish a

2
D
]_J
[
@]
m Pojct
o]
(@]

~et-lus marmoratus sandénlain
ezd tiwber on groznd.
1 Scornion
Found nrobable gborisinzl stone arranzerent (see
sehurate sretech). o1ld DossuT LTlCuOSd“Q“ aroﬂ-
ings in hollow loeg. Fela i1 ilease 58,




wedsS.

16th.

Trons & Totsvs mitchelli (?) mele, grey
enimzl, white belly. Yo tail tuft.
"hite teil with bleck slzin * upver
fore surface. No sternal or gular.

Teeth orange not grOBQéd.
H3 10%mm ™V  12%ma
HF  27mm Fer 20mm

B 27mn

vooden Breslibaclk, universal bait wit
beetle. white sand. Ilallee dominant,
nrickly grevillis ground cover.

1 tms succulus, male, Slliott salt flat
edze, aeleleuca thicket.

7. iicKenzie and K. liorris arrived last nicht.
tulled one tranline around dam. VWill pull
others tomorrow and move to next erea of survey.

Collected

Crvptoblenharus pleggiocenhalus
enetvie grevii

livlz cyclorhynchus

iiyla (?) sn. _

nelionorus sv (?)

Snotlizsht run. Daily ileage 83

freps 1 ug mucculus, monle, () Oven dryandre

he-th, qravel soil. 15" cover.

4 Verenu~ souldii rosenber=ii, (3),
mellee scndnlain.

Sterter motor burnt out.

est to Ketanming, and retraced, tren moved

camn to Ceirlocun Reserve.

Al

Daily i.ileage 210,




Spotlight Traverse.

.0 my. Canab 5
0 Corner 2
o 2 Jorner 2

2 Grey '‘Roos
¥Frogmnouth

Turn back.

Corner. t

3 O N N =2 =2 O
L ]

lain Rd4.
Fork. - R

Camp.. 2

O W
L ] L] ®
GG, TS R Vo SN

Very strong

Spotlight Yravers:.

L cani, Z
N

0.0
0.5 4 Zreys
3,2 frozmouth.

3.6 Cate.
AL Z Treyvs bl
5.0 Uate.

frogmounth
5 . 6 S.IVT

54 corner re

corner ne

h™ (&)

Frozmouti., C

6 zrevs.

Ny

Camp road

frozmouth:

O WO W 0 -~
- O = C

£

Camn. ¢

Clearing. ZTurm

12th.

5 to Corner fork 20.20
Grey 'Roos

Grey 'Roos

o east.

Turn back.

t taken.
120

mast wind.

255

clear zround

ence, tur: around.

serve, Turn Zast.
serve, Turn Horth.
au-ht and relezsec,

eaot.

130

strong & wind.

Turn South

Turn Viest

South




O

2000 hrs. »x cams, Zast. Very windy.
Grey.

liain Rd. Turn North.

™

Chinocun townsite. Turn East. South of old Railway.

S~ W s O O
.

Crogss Reilway to Torth track. Turn iest.

.

oY= OO0 P~ 0O

hain track., Turn Souta.

e

.Y Reserve corner, arn sest.

2 rabohits. whot.
2 robbhits.
2 rabbits shot.

Abo =ill. Temve fence., Turn south.

~] 3 3 O WU
.

3.0 Camp,’ Garn- left.
Sw. furn Risht on clearint.
8.5 Fence

8.6 aoort tiiczet fence, turan lef

)
s
Gl

10.73 oort tricket, turs ri ht.  (Vest).
10.4 Fence Jorner,

10.9 Camps 2138 RS,

Chinocun Lccornt:

7 doys & 25 mer day
(1esz 100) 74
nlus 8 doys field allowance.

VR
—_—
|
n
O
O

L) miles @ 15c.

N@!
Ch
-

N
)
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