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1.0 DESCRIPTION or PROJI;CT 

The Pingelly Menegement District hes, at the end of 1984_. 276 Nature Reserves. MMy 
of these reserves ha.ve l>een surveye-d by Mr B.G . Muir (1978 an-d 1979), Mr A.A.E. 
ViUiams (1979) and Reserve Management staff, l>ut a miml>er of smaller reserves have 
yet to be examined in detail. 

These small Nature Reserves play an important role in the overall conservation 
requirements of the ~·heatbelt. 

Twenty four Nature Reserves -were selected for survey from the Shires of Corrigin (3), 
Kulin (?), Na.rrogin (2), Quairading (8) and ~lickepin (4). Only tw exceed 100 he_. 
these being the granite rock areas of Tut8kin Hill (Al 1039) and Mt. Stirling (Al 1048) 
in the Shire of Quairading. 

This report is the first in a series of five and covers the three reserves in the Corrigin 
Shire. 

2.0 PROJI;CT REQUIREMENT 

The project requirement as set out in the consultancy offer and agreement a.re as 
follows: 

The Reserves ai·e to be surveyed under the headings as per the standard Department of 
Fisheries and ,rnd1ife Reserve Inspection Report, ,;tith emi,hasis on the follo,;ring 
aspects: 

(a) Adjoining Properties - information relevant to a Fire Access Map is 
to 1>e obtained and mapped. In particular fencelines, gates, dams, 
houses, roads, tracks/firebreaks, adjoining bushland etc a.re to be 
noted. 

(t>) Human Usage an<l Dam.age or Degradation - present activity an<l past 
activity to be noted. 

(c) Weeds - occurrence aiid quantity. Note that Afghan Thistle has been 
declared a "Pest Plant" in the Quaira<ling Shire. Any occurrences on 
Nature Resei·v"es in this Shire should be noted. 

(d) Vegetation - to be <lescribed floristice11y and structurally using the 
Muir system, and the major vegetation t''fpes indicated on the map. 

(e) Recommenda.tions - any comments relative to such questions as 
purchase of adjoining areas, changes in purpose or vesting, management 
requirements etc. 

(f) Photographs - to be taken of major vegetation types and any 
significant details. 
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,.o IBTRODUCTIOB: THE SHIRE OI CORRIGIB 

3.1 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

2 

The Corrigin Shire is in the centrel 1;,heatl>elt and has an area of approximately 3,095 
square km. 

a) CLIMATE 

The Shire has a typical vheat1>e1t climate vith hot dry summers and mild vet vinters. 
Meteorological data from the Corrigin Post Office is given in Table 1. The area is 
characterised t>y an average year1 y rainfall of 379mm. Most of the rein is received in 
vinter from May to August "'lli'ith occassional thunderstorms in late summer and early 
'autumn. 

Beard (1980) classes the Corrigin regime ~rith it's seven dry months as Dry \Term 
Mediterranean. 

TABLE 1 SUMMARY OF METEOROLOGICAL DATA RECORDED AT CORRIGIN 
C 6tA~eA IA. c, F MeT"eRoL.06-Y l'l 6'S J MEAN 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC OR 
TOT.AL 

Mean Rain- 11 17 23 23 49 6; 62 49 30 24 14 12 379 
ra.11 (mm) 

Na. ltainy Days 2 3 3 :; 10 13 1:; 12 9 7 4 2 a:; 

Mean Mu:. 32.:; 31.4 28.6 23.6 19.5 16.3 1:;.2 16.1 18.6 22.8 27.0 30.& 23.5 
Temp. C. 

Mean Min. 16.0 16.1 14.3 10.9 7.3 6.4 S.1 4.S ;.6 &.2 11.3 14.2 10.0 
Temp. ·c. 

Rel. Hum- 25 28 31 41 49 61 61 55 47 34 27 24 40.0 
idity ~ 3pm. 

t,) GEOLOGY AND SOILS. 

Beard (1980) describes the geology of the Cor1'igin area ~rhich is pru·t of the Yilgam 

block a very an<:ient rigid "Shield" ru·ea com1>osed mainly of Archaen granite and 

gneiss Vii th some eltere<I volcanics an<! seoiments. 

The Corrigin Shire is underlain by g2·ru1ite rocks, covered by alluvia in the major 

valleys . The landscape is gently undulating ru1d of lci-v1 relief except for occassional 

granite outcrops . 
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The soils of this area have t>een mapped in Sheet 5 of the Atlas of Australian Soils 

(Northcote et al., 1967). The sandplain soils on depositional slopes are made up of 

sandy yellov earths containing some ironstone gravels and on erosional ridges and 

slopes there are ironstone gravels and sands containing ironstone gravels. Granite 

outcrops are surrounded t>y shallov stony and gritty sandy soils. Belo,;, the sandplain 

chief soils are hard alkaline yellow mottled soils and hard alkaline red soils. The 

major valleys contain chains of salt lakes vith associated saline loams. 

32 NATURE RESERVES 

There are eight Nature Reserves vithin the shire. Nonalling and Vhi&'ater Reserve 

(24428) the Paper Bark Reserves (12899 and 12900), Reserve A16714 and 25546 are 

vested in the National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority. Se,;rell Rock (9426) 

is v-ested in the Minister for 1q,7ater Supply and Vogerlin Hill ('34000) is vested in the 

Minister of Vorks. Reserve 30324 is unvested (Table 2). 

Three reserves ,;,ere surveyed in the Corrigin Shire. These ,;,ere Sewell Rock Reserve 

(9426) and the Paper Bark Reserves (12899 and 12900). 

TABLE 2. NATURE RESERVES IN THE C0RRIGIN SHIRE. 

RESERVE NAME AREA (HA) PURPOSE VESTING 
NO. 

9426 Sewell Rock 62.7263 'water & flora & fauna Min for water 
Resources 

12899 Papt>r Bark 59.0841 Flor a & Fauna National Parks 
& Nature Conservation 
Authority. 

12900 Paper Bark 60.7028 'vi ater & Flor a & Fauna Nationa 1 Parks & 
Nature Conservation 
Authority . 

24428 Noona lling & 496.6809 Flor a &. Fauna National Parks & 
'vthit.ew ater Reserve . Nature Conservation 

Authority . 

34000 Wogerlin Hill 94.9362 'vi ater & Flor a & Fauna Min . of works. 

'A' 16714 27.5378 Flora National Parks & 
Nature Conservation 
Authority. 

25546 16.1874 flora National Parks&. 
Nature Conservation 
Authority. 

30324 891.1506 Flor a & fauna 

_.,.2 
-) 
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3.3 VEGETATION 

The vegetation of the Shire has been mapJ)ed at a scale of 1 :250,000 by Beard (1980). 

The Shire is situated in the Avon and Roe Botanical Districts. The Corrigin Vegetati01'l: 

~em covers most of the area of the Shire but the Hyden, Pikanng and Muntadgin 

Systems elso occur. 

Sewell Rock is one of the fe~· granite outcrops in the Corrigin System. Beard (1980) 

describes the ,-egetation of this system es Kwngan (thickets and heath) on 

sandplain, wodland on slopes and flats, patches of Mallee intermediately, and in the 

bottom lands tea tree thickets or tea tree and samphire. 

The P&.per Bark Reserves (12899 and 12900) are situated in the Hyden system. Vithin 

this system the landscape is very gently undulating and soils are very variable. The 

highly mosaic character exhibited by the vegetalion of the Vheatt>elt is pronounce<!. 

Beard (1980) describes the vegetation of this svtem as kwngan (heath and thicket) 

on sandplains, mallee on the slopes, mallee vith patches of voodle.nd on upper valley 

soils .. voodland on lower valley soils, anJ in saline areas a mosaic of wodland, 

sm·ut>land and samphire. 

4.0METH0D 

The survey -,;,as carried out in May, 1985. Because of time limitations only half a day 

"1X·'8.S spent on each reserve. Thf reserves were examined by vehicle ~·here tracks 

-vere available or on foot. 

Physical che.racteristics of the reserves ,;,ere oNa.ined from lithographs (Depe.rtmem 

of Lands and SurYey) and observations made in the field. 

The vegetation sw·vey was based on the use of aerial photographs, Lands and Survey 

Department 1 :40,000 scale bl4ck and "'hite. Approximate boundaries of Yegete.tion 

ty-pes --w-ere draim. onto the photographs and these e.reas ~-ere examined in the field. 

Vegete.tion was classified using Muirs (1977) system which was designed specifically 

for describing "\\•·heatt>elt vegetation. 

Due to time limitations only the most common plant species 'f.'ere recorded. 1.7here the 

identity of e. species vas doubtful 8. specimen ,;ra.s collected and taken to the V.A. 

Herbarium for identification. Because of the time of year in "'hich the survey had to 

t>e con<lucted many of the plants --w-ere not i9 flo"\\rer and therefore identifice.tions 
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PJ..PER BJ..RI: RESERVE RO. 12899 and 12900 

LOCATION: 

ca 21 Km south east of Corrigin townsite on the South Eastern border of the Corrigin 

Shire and shovn on lithograph 344/80 E4 and Kurrenkutten 2533-111 in the 1:50,000 

series (Department of Lands and Survey). 

BACKGROUND: 

Reserve 12899 was originally gazetted on July 8th, 1910 for the purpose of "Limestone 

Quarry". . On April 26th, 1968 the reserve '°'8S reclassified for the Conservation of 

Flora and Fauna and on July 15th, 1968 it was vested inthe National Parks and Nature 

Conservation Authority. 

Resen--e 12900 was originally gazetted on July 8th, 1910 for the purpose of "Vater" and 

vested in the Minister for Vater Resources. On August 16th, 1968 the reserve vas 

reclassified for "Vater and Conservation of Flora an<l Fauna". The final chenge 

occurred on May 27th, 1983 "l'hen the reserve "1'8S reclassified for "Consenralion of 

flora and Fauna" and vested in the National Parks and Nature Conserv-ation Authority. 

PHYS IC.AL CHARACTER 1ST ICS 

J Reserve 12899 is a11proximatel r triangular in she.pe 1;rith an area of ca 60 ha and total 

perimeter of ca 3.21~m. Reserve 12900 is rectangular with an area of ca 61 ha and a 

J 
I 
J 
) . 

] 

totel perimetet' of ce. 3.1 km . 

The reserves have e. common boundary at the north ~•·est end of No. 12900 and the 

eastern end of No. 12899. 

They are ca 270 m above sea level and ha.ve a topographic range of ca 4 m. 
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AD JOINING LAND 

North (Adjoining 12899 end 12900). Private farm 1e.nd, cleared. Fence partly 5 line 

ringlock plus one plain vire on steel posts (condition good), part old rabbit 

netting on voooen posts (condition poor). 

Vest (Adjoining 12899). Made gravel road, Vi11is Road. 

Vest (Adjoining 12900). Private farm le.nd, cleared. Fence 5 line ringloct on mixed 

voo<Jen and steel posts (condition good). 

South (Adjoining 12899). Private farm land, cleared. Fence partly old rabbit 

netting on vooden posts (condition poor) part 6 line ringlock plus one barb 

"llire on mixed steel and vooden posts (condition fair). 

South (Adjoining 12900) Private farm 1e.nd, cleared. Fence 5 Hne ringtock plus one 

plain vire (condition good). 

Eest (Adjoining 12900). Prive.te farm lend .. cleared . Fence re.bbit netting plus one 

l>arb vire on steel posts (condition good) . 

HUM.AN US.AGE .AND DAM.AGE OR DEGRADATION 

(1) Se.n<J quarry on Reserve 12899. H has previously l>een reported that this quarry 

has exceeded the pegged area to its northern edge byapproxime.tely 18 metres . 

(2) The main east-vest track through the reserve appears to t>e used regularly for 

farm access and the gate at the eastern end is padlocked. 

(3) Areas &long the main east-"'lli-est track in Reserve 12899 have been used for 

dumping rubbish. There ,;'8.S no evidence of recent dumping. 

(4) Old signs of tree felling, both Eucel}J~tus and Acacia probably for fence 

posts . 

{5) Dam on Reserve 12900. Empty at tbe time of survey. 

(6) Rabbits are becoming a problem on the reserve. Extensive "Warrens are situated 

near the send pit e.nd at the southern end of Reserve 12900. 

-1 
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FIREBRE .. U:S: 

Perimeter firebreaks in adjacent farmland, none on the reserve. 

WEEDS 

General perimeter infestation. l 7i1d oats have spread through moch of the Reserve 

especially the York Gum vood1and and are particularly bad in the dump areas and 

North-East corner. Species recorded wre: Aira cuP.aniana Avena fatua/satiya 

Orobranche minor, U rsinia an themoides. 

FIRE HISTORY 

No evidence of fire vas found on the reserves. Previous reports indicate that the 

reserves have not t>een burnt in recent times . 

VEGETATION 

12 vegetation associations are present on the reserves. Details of these associations 

can be found in Appendix 1. 

1) Paper Bark (Me1aleuca P.reissiana) Low Vood1and A over Melaleuca 

lateriflora and Mela1euca aff. seriata thicket. 

2) s~ra.m.p Mallet (Eucal}~tus 2P.athulata) Open Low Woodland A over Melaleuca 

uncina.t~. Melaleuca. lateriflora and Melaleuca aff. serie.ta thicket. 

3) Salmon Gum (Euca1:rntus selmonoP.hloia) Voo<lla.nd ~-ith sce.ttere<l shrubs. 

4) Gimlet (EucalYP.tUS salubris) Low Woodland A ,,;,ith scattered shrubs . 

5) S"'w'8.ID.P Mallet (Euca1Y.P.tus SP.athulata) Dense Tree Mallee "with sca.ttered 

shrubs. 

6) York Gum(Euca1yptus 1oxoP.h1el:>a) Tree Mallee vith scattered shrubs. 

7) EucelYP.tus ancepb E. transcontinentalis and E. foecunda Tree Mallee 

over Loxocar~. ? P.Ubescens Low Sedge. 

8) Eucal:'ZP.tus erythroneme. Open Tree Mallee oYer Melaleuca acumin8.ta and 

M. e.dn8.t8. thicket. 
(' 
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9) EucalY.P.tUS erythronema Dense Tree Mallee. 

10) York Gum (Eucalntus loxophlel>a) and E. ancep,1 Tree Mallee vith emergent 

Salmon Gums. Scattered shrubs are also present 

11 ) Meleleuce. le.teriflore. end M. un¢ine.te. thicket. 

12) Mixed lo'l-·heath C vith Mesomelaena preissii prominent end emergent EucalY.P.tUS 

loxophleba and l)1ome1um angustifolium. · 

PLANT SPECIES 

44 species of plants vere recorded, of vhich 25 are recorded by Rye et. al. (1980) ~ 

exploited by the vildflover trade. 

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Reserves 12899 and 12900 are of great value. The vegetation is very diverse end 

provides numerous habitats for fauna. The reserves support a large number of 

resident and migratory bird species. 

The reserves are also important for soil conservation and help to prevent further selt 

encroachment in the area .. 

The sand pit on Reserve 12899 should be closed and the area rehabilitated. 
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VEG ETAT IOJf Of PAPER BARI: RESERVES (12899 AlfD 12900) 

:CEY TO VEG ET ATIOJf TYPES. 

VOODLAND FORMATIONS 

MUIR (1977) VEGETATION CODE 

V 1 Meloleoce. P.reissie.ne. ~lend 

V2 EucalYP.tUS ~thu1ata wodland 

V3 EucalY.P.t:us salmonoohloia wo<Jland 

V4 EucalY.P.tUS salubris wodland 

MALLEE FORMAT IONS 

Ml Eoca1Y.P.tUS w ~.ulata Tree Ma11ee 

M2 IucalY.P.tUS 10X0P.hlet>a Tree Mallee 

- M'3 Eocal}.~tus aricepJ,.E. transcontinentalis, E. foecunda 

Tree Mallee 

M4 Eoca1Y.P.tUS erythronem.a Tree Ma11ee 

MS Iucal)~tus erythronema Tree Mallee 

M6 EucalypjUS ancep1, EucalYt>JUS loxop)lleba Tree Mallee 

TH JCKET fORMAT ION 

Tl Melaleuca. lateriflora and M. uncinat8. 
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APPEBDll 1 

VEGETATION DETAILS RESERVES 12899 AND 12900. 

1) Paper Bark Voodland (12900) 

J,te1aleuca P.reissiana. mature, 5-l0m, 10-30-;. cover. Understorey is Me1aleuca 

1aterif1oraand Melaleucaeff. seriatashrut>s 4-5m, mature, 30-70% cover. Enchyjeena 

tomentosa ves also recorded. Soil greyish brovn sandy clay, seesonally vater logged. 

2) S-w-amp Mallet Voodland (12900) 

Eucal:mtus ;P.athu1ata var. ;P.e.thu1e.te. trees, mature, 8-l0m, 2-10% cover. Understorey 

is Melaleuca 1aterif1ora. Melaleuca uncinata end Melateuca aff. seriata shrubs 

mature, 4m, '30-70% cover. Soil pinkish t>rowi send)· c1ay1oam, 10% 1aterite in places. 

Subject to periodic flooding. 

To,-;,ards the South-llest corner of reserve 12900 EucalYP.tUS ~P.athulata t>ecomes more 

dense. A number of tr~es in this area have died possibly due to salt encroachment. 

(Photograph 4) . Eucal:mtus loxophleba Acacia merrallii and Holosarcia ~rgranu1ata 

vere also recorded for this area. 

'3) Salmon Gum lloodland (12899). 

EucalY.P,tus salmonoQhloia trees to 25m .. me.ture to senescent 10-30% cover. Scattered 

shrubs. Species recorded ,-;,ere: Acacia erinacea. Acacia hemiteles,. A. merra11ii,. 

Grevillee. P.B.tentiloba_ Melaleuca adnata_ Olearia rauelleri and TemP.letonie. sulcata. Soil 

brown clay loam. 

4) Gimlet 1,7 oodlen d (12899). 

IucalY.Qtus salub.ris trees, 10-15m, 10-30% canopy cover. Scattered shrubs. Species 

recorded were: Daviesia 2P...:-·. 01earia. muelleri and Santalum acumina.tum. Soil dark 

t>roi;:'11 silty clay. 

5) Svamp Mallet Dense Tree Mallee (12900). 

EucatyP.tUS ~P.athulata. var.1P.athulata Mallee an<l trees, 6-lOm, canopy cover 70-100%. 

Scattered shrubs . Species recorded -were: Meleleuca lateriflora._ M.P.reissiana er1<l 

Me18.leuce. eff.serie.ta. Soil light t>ro~·n se,t\9Y day loam, subject to periodic: flooding:. 
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6) York Gum Tree Mallee (12899 and 12900). 

EucalYP.tW toxoP.hlet>a Maltee and trees 6-12m, 30-?0f'/9 canopy cover. Scattered 

shrubs. Tovards the northern boundary of the reserves Aca.ciaacuminatais present 

2-,m, canopy cover 2-10%. Species recorded vere: Acacia acuminata. Acacia 

chr~e11~. A11ocasuerina ce.m.P.estris,. Alyxia buxifoHe. .. *Avena fat~ Cassia nemQP.hila 

var. nemophila. Exmw ~P.hY.11w,. Grevillea panicu1ata. Grevi11ea err. trach ythe~. 

I&P.to~rmum erul>escens._ Loxocar~ put>escens .. iQrot>anche m.inQr •. Santelum 

acuminatum,_ "'Ursinia anthemoides,_ Vaitzia? acuminata. Soil reddish brovn loamy 

sand. 

7) Tree Mallee (12899). 

EocalypJUS ancei>~, EucalYPJUS foecunda and E. transcontinentalis tree mallee, 4-6m, 

30-70% canopy cover. Understorey is LoxocarE put>escens,. 20cm, 30-7019 cover. 

- Also recorded -vere: Allocasuarina campestris .. Dianella revoluta. Melaleuca adnata. 

01earia mue11eri,. Santalum acuminata. In some areas Melaleuca adnata. 1.5m forms a 

canopy of 70-100 % . Soil yellow l>rovn sandy clay loam. 

8) Eucelyp.MrrY.!hronema Open Tree Mallee 02899). 

EucalY.P.tUS erythroneme. tree mallee 5-8m, 10-30% canopy cover (patchy) "Vith 

emergent EucalY.P.tuS salut>ris 10-15m, canopy cover < 2%. The understorey is 

J Melaleuca acuminata and Melaleuca adnata shrul>s, 2-3m. 30-70% canopy cover. In 

some areas Melaleuca acuminata and Melaleuca adne.ta form a dense thicket "Vith a 

,J 
,_J 

] 

,] 
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canopy cover of 70-100% "Vith scattered EucalY.P.tus erythronema. Soil dark bro"l:'?1, 

sen dy clay loam. 

9) EucalY.P.tUS erythronema. Dense Tree Mallee (12899). 

EucalY.P-tUS erTihronema tree mallee, 1-jm, 70-100% canopy cover. Un<1erstorey is 

absent. Soil dark bro-wn, sandy day loam. 

10) Mallee vith emergent S81mon Gums (12899). 

Eucal"\iJ>JW ancepy (mallee) 8!"ld EucalY't>JW loxop)11eba (mallee and trees) 8-12m, 

canopy cover 30-70% "-'1th EucalyP.tUS salmonophloia emergent to 20m, < 2% cover. 

Many of the species recorded for the EucalY.P.tUS loxoP.hleba Tree Mallee association 

are present as scattered shrubs . *Aire. cupaniana an.d_ *A ven1:1. fania '11:rere also 

recorded . Soil dark bro"l-·n day loam. 

.J 
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11) Melaleuca thicket (12900). 

Melaleuce. le.teriflore. and Melaleuce. uncinate. shrubs, 4m, 30-7091. cover vith scattered 

EucalY.P.tUS ~pathulata to 8 metre, cover< 2'1 •. Soil silty clay. 

12) Mixed Heath (12899). 

Mixed shrubs 'With Mesomelaena preissii prominent 0.5-1.0m, 30-70% canopy cover 

Tith Euce.lY.P.tUS loXOP.hleba (6-8m) e.nd !_Y.1ome1um angustifolium (4m) emergent, 

cover <2'lo. The distribution of E.1oxoph1e1>a is patchy in this ~sociation and reaches 

2-10% canopy cover in places. Other species recorded vere: * Aira CYP.aniana. *Avena 

fa.tua. Bor~ niti~. Dianella revoluta. Eremaea pauciflora. Grevi11ea eriostachTh. 

Grevillea e.ff. trachythe~. Hal<ea fatcata. H. lissocarpha. Verticordia browiii,. 

*Ursinia anthemoides,. Vaitzia acuminata. Soil yellov-1>rovn loamy sand. 

* Introduced species. 

a 
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I PHOTOGRAPH 1. Paper Bark (Melaleuca P,reissiana) Voodland (12900). 

PHOTOGRAPH 2. Swamp Mallet (EucalY.P.tW ~P.athulata). 'With Melaleuca th~cket (12900). 



J 

I 
) 

l 

1 

) 

13 

PHOTOGRAPH '3. Sve.mp Mallet (Eucal}!P.tw spathulata) Dense Tree Mallee (12900). 

PHOTOGRAPH 4. Svamp Mallet (EucalY.P.tW ;P.athulata} and York Gum (EucalYP.tlJS 

loxoP.hlel>a) in the S-V corner of Reserve 12900. Dead trees indicate 

possible salt encroachment (12900). 

i7l:t · e -M " +0 
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PHOTOGRAPH 5. York Gum (EucalY.P.tUS loxophlet>a) Tree Mallee (12900 & 12899). 

j PHOTOGRAPH 6. Salmon Gum (EucalY.P.tUS salmonophloia) voodlend (12899). 
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PHOTOGRJ.PH 7. Mixed Heath vith MesomelaenaP.reissii prominant (foreground). 

York Gum (EucelY.P.tW loxoP.hleba) e.nd wody peer ([,tlomelum 

~gustifolium) in the t>ackground (12899). 

PHOTOGRAPH 8. Tree Mallee (Euc81Y1>JUS ancep;, EucalypJUS foecunde. and EucalypjUs 

transcontinentalis). (12899). 
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PHOTOGRJ..PH 9. EU¢a1Y.P.tus fil'ythronema Dense Tree Mallee. 

PHOTOGRAPH 10. EU¢a1Y.P.tus erythronema vith MelaleU¢a thicket. 
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PHOTO&R.APH 11. Gimlet {~yp~ salubrjs) "l'OOOland . 

PHOTOGRAPH 12. Ma11ee (Euca1:mtus toxoQhleba. Eucalnlus ancep_i1 °"''ith emer~ent 

Salmon Gums (EucalYP.lUS salmonoP.hloia) shoving rubbish in 

N-V corner of Reserve 12899. The Salmon Gums are usually more 

scanered in this vegetation wpe vilh shrubs present. 
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SEVELL ROCI: RESER VE 9'i26 

LOCATION: 

~ 25km South South Vest of Corrigin To"i'nsite end shovn on lithographs '377 /80 Bl, 2 

end 1: 50,000 Sevell Sheet (2432-1 ). (Department of Lands end Survey). 

BACKGROUND: 

Se"\l:rell Rock Reserve (9426) vas originally gazetted on Septemt>er 30th, 1904 for the 

purpose of "l.7ater and Camping" and vested in the Minister for 1later Supply. 

Se-werage and Drainage on July 30th, 1916. The reserve vas reclasified on January, 

31st, 1969 for "Vater and Flora and Fauna" and vested in the Minister for Vater 

Resources. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS: 

Reserve 9426 is approximately rectangular in shape t>ut missing the South East 

Corner. The reserve has an areaofca62.7 ha and a total perimeter of ca 3.6 km. The 

highest point on the reserve is towards the North Eastern corner and is ca 320m 

above sea level grading down to 300m ASL on the southern side end 310m ASL e.t the 

North 1lest corner. 

ADJOINING LAND: 

North: Private land, cleared. fence partly rattit netting plus 1 plain ,;-ire (poor 

condition), part 6 line ringlock on steel posts (good condition). 

Vest: PriYO.t.e lond, cleored. Fence portly ro.bbit netting plus one plein wire 

(condition fe.ir), part five line ringlock on steel posts (good condition). 

South: Private land, cleared and uncleared (see figure 3). Fence rabbit netting plus 

one l>arl:> 'Wire (fair condition). 

~:Track.Bater Road and private lor.,(j . cleared (North e8St). fence on the ,;rest side 

of the road, rabbit netting plus one ple,:.rl wire (condition very poor - falling over in 

places). N-E corner, fence rabbit netting plus one plain vi.re (fair condition). 

), 
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J HUMAN USAGE AND DAMAGE OR DEGRADATION 
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J 1) Trell bikes or .other vehicles have been wed on the granite outcrop and have 

1 

damaged Bor~ nitida bound soil patches . 

2) There is evidence of th.e area being used occessionelly for barbecues and picnics. 

'3) A dam is situated in the S-E corner of the reserve. LilUe vater "'8S present at the 

time of survey. Some rubbish has l>een dumped near the dam in the past but there 

vas no evidence of recent dumping. 

FIREBREAKS: 

Perimeter firebreaks on adjacent cleared farmland, none on the reserve. 

VEEDS: 

General infestation in voodland areas. Avena fatua/sativa Briza maxima Aira 

cuP.eniana,. Ursinia anthemoides vere recorded. 

• FIRE HISTORY: 

There is no evidence of fire within the last 20-30 yeers . 

VEGETATION: 

8 vegetation associations vere recorded for the reserve . Details of these associe.tions 

and plant species recorded can l>e found in Appendix 2. 

1) Granite outcrop: Mostly bare granite with patches of Bor~. nitida or scattered 

shrubs. Acacie. lasiocely; occurs in deeper soils . 

2) Acacia 1esioca1:',2; wodland: Acacia 1asioca1)2; Dense Low Forest A over 

Allocasuarina huege1iaJ1a Low Forest B. 

3) Sheoe.k lloodlend: Allocasuarina huegeliena Dense Lo,;, Forest A. 

4) York Gum Woodland: Euce.lY.P.tUS loXOP.hleba Low Voodland A over Acacia 

• acum.ine.ta Open Low Woodland B. 
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5) jam Voodland: Acacia acuminata Lov Forest B vith scattered EucalY.P.tUS 

ioxoP.hlet>e.. 

6) Sheoak and Jam Vqodland: A11ocasuarinahuegelianaend Acaciaacuminata 

Lov Voodland A over Lep~rma. drummondii Very Open Tall Sedge . 

7) Mixed Heath: mixed Lov Heath C Vitb Dr~dra cirsioides prominent. 

8) Tamma Heath: .Allocasuarinacampestris Dense Heath A. 

PLANT SPECIES: 

20 

37 Native plant species vere recorded, of vhich 18 are reported by Rye et . al. (1980) ~ 

exploited t>y the 'Vitdnover trade. 

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Ral>l>its have become a problem on the reserve an-d surrounding area. The 

Agricultural Protection Board laid 1080 bates on March 13th, 1985. 

Reserve 9426 is isolated and supports diverse plant associations including voodlands 

and heath. Nest hollows are present in "l'Oodlend areas. ll is therefore of importance 

as a resting and breeding site for transient and migratory birds. The reserve is also 

rich in plant species, many of vhich occur in the heath areas. 

I recommend that the reserve be vested in the National Parks and Nature 

Conservation Authori1y and that the fence on the "f.rest side of Baker Road be replaced 

to discourage trail bike riding on the granite rock. Easy access onto the rock is 

available in t,ro places vhere the fence has fallen. 

--~ 



VEGETATIOR or SIVELL ROCI:: RESERVE (9-126) 

:CIT TO VEG ET AT IOI TYPES 

G1 Granite Outcrop. 

Vl Acacia lesioe&l:v.! wodland 

V2 Allocesuarina h~eliana llOOdland 

V3 EocalYP.tUS lOXQP.hlel>a wooland 

V4 Acacia acuminata "\VOOdland 

V5 AUocasuarina huegetiana and Acacia acuminata 

voooland 

H 1 Mixed Lov Heam C 

H2 AUocesuarina cem.pestris heath 

MUIR (1977) VEGETATION CODE 

LAd. LBc 

LAd 
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LAi. VTr 
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FIGURE 3 SEw'E LL ROCK RESERVE 9426 

SCALE 1cm • 60m 
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J.PPERDII 2 

1) GRANITE OUTCROP 

Mostly bare granite 17ith patches of lichens and mosses and~ nitida or 

scattered plants of Acacia lariocaln *Avena fatua/sativa*. Briza maxim§.. 

c~e puruta Cheilanthes austrotenuifoti~. Dodonaea viscosa ssp. 

m1gustissima L~idos~ma pruinosum, Stypandra. imbricata. 

2) ACACIA LASIOCAL YX WOODLAND 

Acacialesioce.tyx trees to 10m, 70-100% canopy cover vith A11ocesU8rina 

huegeliana trees to :>m, generally 'With a canopy cover or 30-10,. 1>ut as lov as 
2-10,. in places I&QidosP.erma pruinosum. Canopy cover< 2%. This association 

occurs at the base of the granite rock vhere va.ter runoff is high. Soil dark 

bro"Vn sandy loam. 

3) SHEOAK WOODLAND 

A11ocasuarinahuege1iana trees, 6-lOm, 70-100% canopy cover. Other species 

recorded vere: Acacia 1asioca1Y!, *Avena. fatua/satiya *Briza maxim~ Cheitanthes 

austrotenuifolia. Let>.idos~rma pruinosum, StYJ)andra umt>ricata. Soil dark t>ro"i'Il. 

sandy loam. 

4) YORK GUM VOODLAND 

EucalY.P.tUS loxophtet>a trees, 7-8m, 10-30..,o canopy cover vith Acaciaacuminata 

trees. 2-4m. 2-lO~o canopy cover. Other species recorde~ -were: A11ocasuarina 

cam1>.estris,. * Aira cupaniana.. *Avena fatua. Dianella revotuta.. *Ursinia 

anthemoides, Vaitzia? acum.inata. Soil dark t>ro-wn sandy loam. 

5) JAM WOODLAND 

Acacia acuminata trees, 3-5m, 30-70% canopy cover vith scattered trees of 

EucelY.P.tus loxophlebey_. 5-Sm, canopy cover< 2%. Other species recorded vere: 

*Avena fatua/satiya Dianella revoluta. *Ursinia anthemoides, 'flaitzia? acumine.ta. 

Soil orange t>rovn san<ly cla.y loam. 

6) SHEO.AK AND JAM VOODLAND 

.Acacia acuminata and Alloce.suarine. huege1iana trees, 5-Bm, 10-301" canopy cover 

with scattered trees of Eucal:n~tus loxoP.hleba to 8m. There is an understorey of 

LeP.idosperma drummondii 80cm, 2-10% canopy cover. Other species recorded 

vere: * Aira cupaniane,. *Avena fa.tua./sa.tive.. Dianelle. revoluta... Waitzia? acuminata. 

Soil dark l>ro,;rn sandy clay loam. 

r 
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7) MIXED HEATH 
Mixed shrubs 0.5 - 1.0 m, 30-70'1. canopy cover. Ho particular dominant but 

~ circoides and Banksia ~haerocarpe. prominent. Other species recorded 

wre: Allocasuarina campestris, A. humUis, A. microstachya. A.,. thuyoides, Banksia 

~haerocarP.a var. caesia catothamnus gY!;!drifidus. ~ sangyineus. Caustis dioica 
Dr~dra cirsioides, D. conferta D. nivea D. vestita Eremaea pauciflor~. 

Gestrolobium ~pinosum. Grevillea eriostach~ Hekea fekate.. Hekee. incressate. 

H.1issocarpha Lepto~rmum. erubescens, Mesome1aena P.reissii. PetrQP.hile 

brevifolia E. ericifolia. E. trifida Persoonia ? striata. Soil li~h t brovn loamy sand 
5,• laterite. 

8) TAMMA HEATH 

Allocesuarina ~~stris shrubs, 1-2m, 70-lOO'lo canopy cover. Other species 

recorded vere: ~nitida Mesomelaenapreissii. Soil light brovn loamy sand, 

10% laterite. 
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PHOTOORAPH 1. Taken rrom me lOP or Sewell Rock ra.ctng SOUlh vest . Sheoak 

woo1and and patches of Acacia lasiocalv.x can be seen at the base of 

the grenite rock. 

PHOTOGRAPH 2. Acacia tasioce.ln, wodland vith Sheoak (Attocasuarina huegetiana) 

understorey 1&P.i4~erma P.ruinosum can be seen in the foreground. 
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PHOTOGRAPH ). Sheoak (A110¢8Suarina huegeliana) wodtand Acacia lesiocaJ.n cen 

1>e seen flt the edge of the association. 
., -...... 
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PBOTOG RAPB 5. Jam (,\cacie. e.cumine.ta) VO<Xlland vi th scattered York Gums 

(EucalY-P.1US loxQP.hlebaJ 

PHOTOGRAPH 6. Sheoak (Allocasuarina huegelie.na) and jam (Acacia acumina1a) 
,"Oodle.nd vith LeP.idosP.erma drummondii understorey. 

'(✓ 



-.PHOTOGRAPH 7. Mixed heath. 
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