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Four Corners:
The Expose Exposed

CALM’s Reply to the ABC Four Corners Attack
("The Wood for the Trees")
18 June 1990

On 18 June 1990, the ABC Four Corners program attacked the WA
Department of Conservation and Land Management’s handling of
State forests and lands. The attack was demonstrably biased,
inaccurate, and misleading. This document is part of CALM's
response.

The style and standard of Jjournalism in the program were
disturbing. It presented unsupported and incorrect statements
by CALM’s critics as if they were indisputable facts. It did
.not check these statements, and it did not show CALM’s
‘refutations ‘of them. It even accepted the critics’ wilder
statements without question, yet cynically subjected CALM’s own
statements to disbelieving scrutiny. Far from attempting to
build an objective picture based on facts, it set CALM up as a
whipping-boy for its extremest critics. Incredibly, some of its
assertions - (see Appendix 7 for examples) were so blatantly.

wrong that the sources it named have since publicly denied what =

Four Corners claimed they said. The program must now be an
embarrassment to its makers, to the ABC, and, increasingly, to
the profession of journalism itself. : '

Here is a case of a media program abusing its position of
responsibility. Given its nation-wide audience, its wrongful
attack must have done untold damage to the joint causes of
conservation and land management.

This document picks out 44 points from the program and deals
with them one by one. The program is quoted, then compared with
the truth. The picture revealed is of a journalist on the hunt
for a good story, single-mindedly refusing to be distracted by
facts or hamstrung by a sense of fair play.

The transcript of the program appears in the appendices. So
does a transcript of the full interview with CALM’s executive
director, Dr .Syd Shea. The comparison is enlightening. Also in
the appendices are documents, figures, statements, and other
facts the program claimed that CALM dares not reveal. All such
material has for long been readily available, and in some cases
was offered to the Four Corners team ~ who refused it.

CALM hopes that this document will help put the record straight
- a record which is already impressive. The Department is
attempting to balance the needs of conservation with the other
needs of people who live in this State. It is possible to hold
these two needs in easy balance and harmony, an endeavour which
deserves a fair hearing. It is the Department’s sincere regret
that Four Corners cast aside this most fundamental journalist’s
privilege: its stewardship of the truth.



OFFICE
OF THE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Department of Conservation and Land Management Western Australia
Hackett Drive; Crawley, Western Australia 6009, Telephone (09) 3868811, Telex AA94585, Facsimile (09) 3861578.

HON MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

FOUR CORNERS PROGRAM, 18 JUNE 1990 - "THE WOOD FOR THE TREES"

As requested by you, I have had the Department complete a
detailed analysis of the above program which I attach. I will
also be forwarding you a report on the document "A Forest
Accord" and a response to the Conservation Council's proposals
for a forest inquiry and the restructuring of the Department of
Conservation and Land Management.

The attached report speaks for itself. -

I am concerned about other aspects of the program which have
‘come to light during our analysis. These relate to the timing
of events prior to the production and subsequent release of the
Four Corners program. You will remember that I commented at the
time that we became aware of the Shannon National Park incident
that the timing of this mistake was impeccable. There 1is some
evidence to suggest that the publicity surrounding the Shannon
incident and the arrival of the Four Corners team was not
accidental. I will endeavour to provide further information to
you about this at a later stage.

I am very concerned about the impact of the Four Corners
program on those members of the community who are not aware of
the facts about forest management in Western Australia. I
regret that considerable damage has been done to the
Government's endeavours to develop a community consensus on
forest issues because of this program. '

I am pleased to report, however, that the program has had one
very positive effect. All members of the Department have
responded in the most positive and enthusiastic way despite the
vicious attacks on departmeéntal staff in the program. The
Department is more united than it has ever been.

I would also like to take this opportunity on behalf of myself
and the Department to formally thank you for the vigorous,
rapid and articulate support you gave us publicly and in the
- Parliament. I am sure that you have never doubted the loyalty




and support of the Department to the Government's policies on
forest management and to yourself personally. I have to advise
you that following the last few weeks' events that if you ever
are in a position where you have to walk over hot coals there
are many. people in this Department who would volunteer to go
with you.

Dr Syd Shea
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

27 June 1990

Encl
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CHRONOLOGICAL SEQUENCE OF EVENTS INVOLVING CONTACT
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT
BY "FOUR CORNERS"

It is understood that prior to Four Corners coming to
Western Australia late in May, a researcher with the
production team spent two weeks in the State, but made no
contact with CALM or the Minister's office during this
period. ' : ‘ '

The ABC has also admitted having had a file in Sydney on
CALM for nearly a year. Yet CALM, the major character in
" the story, was never consulted until 24 May 1990.

There was also a subsequent admission ‘by the Vice
President of the . Conservation Council of Western
Australia, Dr Beth Schultz, that she assisted Four Corners
to set up the program. :

Dr Schultz stated on the Sattler File (Radio 6PR) on
26 June 1990 that she gave Four Corners the names of
people to contact, told them places to go and gave them

documents. (See Appendix 24.)

CONTACT WITH THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTER FOR CALM,
MR BOB PEARCE

On 23 May .Four . Corners contacted the office of the
Minister for the Environment asking to speak to a member
of the Minister's staff. A Four Corners representative
said that he did not want to speak to anyone but the
specified staff member.

He said that Four Corners did not plan to speak to the
Minister. :

- CONTACT WITH CALM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DR SYD SHEA

On 24 May Dr Syd Shea (CALM's Executive Director) received
a call from Mark Colvin, presenter of the program, who had
arrived in Perth, requesting Dr Shea to be available for
an interview later in the. following week. When Dr Shea
questioned Mr Colvin about the general nature of the
program, he was assured. that Four Corners would be doing
an objective assessment of forest management and the
timber industry in Western Australia. Dr Shea immediately
offered him all the facilities of the Department to assist
him with the project, and asked whether he had any
material CALM had published on forest management in
Western Australia. Mr Colvin said he had not and Dr Shea
immediately agreed to forward to him CALM's Forest
Management Plans and associated documents.



Dr Shea suggested it would be useful that he and Mr Colvin
‘meet before he visited the Southern Forest so that Dr Shea
could make arrangements to meet with staff of the
Department at Manjimup. Mr Colvin advised he was about to
leave for Manjimup and would not be able to take up the
.offer. Dr Shea assumed that this initial visit to
.Manjimup was in the nature of a general reconnaissance.
However, as the discussion progressed, it became obvious
the Four Corners team would actually be filming ‘the story

on this wvisit.  After Dr Shea ascertained this, " he
suggested pleasantly to Mr Colvin' that he must have
already arranged some interviews. He reluctantly

confirmed this. Dr Shea then suggested that the people he
would be interviewing must be  Mr Alex Syme from the
Denmark Coalition for the Environment -and Mr Tony Drake
(Mr Syme is an author ‘of the document entltled "Towards a
.Forest Accord in Western Australla") '

‘Mr Colvin somewhat bashfully agreed that they had pre-
arranged interviews with these people. .Dr Shea then
- suggested it would be very valuable for him if he made
contact .with Alan Walker, CALM's- Regional Manager at
Manjimup, to assist him achieve hls stated objective - "a
balanced and fair story" s

A series. of documents - including the State’s ' Forest
Management Plans; the Timber Production Strateqgy, articles
on the State’s 100 million tree planting program on
cleared - agricultural = land, the Forest Conservation
Strategy, a recently published book on rare and endangered
flora in Western Australia, the State’s Submission to the
Resource Assessment Commission,  articles on the
Department’s award-winning wood utilisation process
VALWOOD, a draft of a paper on royalties -in Western
Australia and other artlcles - was couriered across to the
ABC that afternoon.

On Monday_ 4 June the Four Corners researcher, Mr Ray
Moynihan, was contacted and invited.to lunch with Dr Shea.
He initially agreed and then subsequently phoned to say
that he couldn’t make lunch but that he would meet with Dr
Shea in his office. Mr Moynihan was given a.  general -
briefing on forest issues in Western Australia by Dr Shea
- for ‘a period of approximately an hour and a half. During
‘this period of time, Mr Moynihan constantly reassured Dr
Shea that the Four Corners team would be presenting a fair
and  balanced assessment of forest issues in Western
 Australia. '

The Four Corners crew filmed in the Manjlmup area on
Friday 25 May and remalned on location ln Manjlmup until

"Frlday 1 June

The Four Corners team, when they' returned to Perth,
arranged to interview Dr Shea on Foundation Day, 4 June.
The interview lasted from 8.30 am to. 12 noon. Prior to
the interview they were shown the film segment that
Professor David Bellamy had produced on the karri forest



as part of a promotion of the State’s proposal to plant
100 million trees on cleared agricultural land (the Tree
Trust program). Dr Shea attempted on numerous occasions to
interest the Four Corners team on the plantation program
which had been initiated in Western Australia and which
was strongly supported by Professor David Bellamy. Four

Corners was provided with a copy of the tape of this.

Bellamy segment and subsequently written confirmation that
the tape was owned by the Minister and that they had
exclusive right to use it up until the Four Corners
program was shown.

At the completlon of the interview, the Four Corners team
requested the opportunity to take some general vision of
Dr Shea and  if' possible his Minister. Dr Shea had a
commitment to attend a world environment day function in
Cannington with his Minister and reluctantly agreed that
they could attend to take general vision shots. He made
the proviso, however, that since his Minister had not been
advised that Four Corners would be at the function, that
he should not be subjected to a surprise interview.

CONTACT WITH CALM REGIONAL OFFICE IN MANJIMUP

Despite his assurances that he would contect Alan Walker
~on the following day (25 May), when Mr Colvin arrived in
Manjimup he did not do so. When this became known a letter

was sent to the hotel where the crew were staying

.repeating the offer of assistance of the staff at Manjimup

(see Appendix 18).

' The first contact from the Four Corners crew in Manjimup

came late on Friday evening with a request to Mr Walker to
arrange for them to film tree felling and logging
operations. This was arranged for early on Monday 28 May.

Following'the»field visit to film logging operations on 28
May, Alan Walker persuaded Mr Colvin to attend a detailed
briefing over two hours on the evening of 28 May. Several

" CALM Regional staff. outlined the. Department’s role,
objectives and management practises 4in the. southern

forests. At this briefing Mr Colvin also agreed to
accompany Mr Walker to a range of forest sites to film

' examples of CALM's forest management practlses. This was
rarranged for Thursday 31 May.

An itinerary for the field visit with CALM was drawn up on
30 May and a copy dellvered to Mark Colvin (see Appendix
19).

Only two of the eight erranged sites were actually
visited. Mr Colvin stated that the crew had made another
commitment that afternoon which they had to honour.

Although the opportunity was presented in the field to

film the Big Brook Forest and Big Brook Dam to illustrate

regrowth . forests and multiple use management, the crew"



refused to film this site claiming thatlthey did not know
how they could fit it into the story. :

The crew also refused to film at the Gloucester Tree site
which illustrated CALM's management of forest recreation
sites and the contribution to tourism in the southern
forest. :

Included in the itinerary was a visit to Big Brook Forest
where CALM’s -ecology research officer in Manjimup, Grant
Wardell-Johnson, was on hand to explain aspects of CALM’s
wildlife research program in karri regrowth forests. This
visit was. cancelled by Mr Colvin, who later, on ABC
Regional radio (18 June 1990), claimed that scientists in
CALM were reluctant to come out and speak because they
were afraid of retaliation against them.

On 31 May Four Corners was invited to film CALM’s Wood
Utilisation Research Centre at Harvey (see Appendix 3).
The Centre won the 1990 Government Technology Gold Award,
‘a National .award, for CAIM’s innovative VALWOOD process.
This  process turns waste wood into high quality timber
products (see Appendix 23). Four Corners refused to film
at the Centre.

As a follow-up to the briefing on 28 May some data were
sent to Mr Colvin confirming some of the relevant points.
"Included in the data provided was a summary of the Karri
first grade sawlog allocations to timber companies for
1989 and 1990 (see Appendix 20). The summary showed that
Bunnings’ entitlement was. 76% in 1989 and 73% in 1990.
This data was to be compared with the statement in the
document - "Towards a Forest Accord in Western Australia",
which stated that Bunnings has exclusive access to over
90% of the first grade karri resource. Despite being
provided with this data, Mr Colvin still made the
-assertion during his subsequent interview with Dr Shea
that Bunnings had access to over 90% of the karri
resource. G , : : :



REPLY TO ALLEGATIONS MADE BY THE FOUR CORNERS PROGRAM ON
. 18 JUNE 1990

The Four Corners team came to Western Australia on 24 May 1990.
Their‘program weht to air on 18 June 1990. In that time they
spoke to only . two CALM staff but to many more of CALM s |

CrlthS, who recelved the great bulk of the program’s tlme.

They interviewed Dr Syd Shea, Executive Director of CALM, for

about threebhours; they used barely two minutes of this time.

The following is a point-by-point analysis of moments in the

program in the order in which they occurred.

1. “Ahdrew Oile: 'Bﬁt will David Bellamy eat his wordé? After
that world premiere of his lateét.role, as spokesman for

the Western Australian quernment; some of his old friends

, in' the.»c6hservétiOn4 movement mighﬁ sﬁggest the - pop

botanist can’t see the wood for the trees."

Dr Shea was keen to provide the opportunity for Four
Corners. to see Professor Bellamy’'s statements on
forests because Professor Bellamy had been such a
strong advocate of the Government'’s ‘Tree Trust
program, which Dr Shea regarded as a major

achievement in Western Australia.

Olle’'s description of Professor Bellamy as a "pop

botanist" is not only belittling, it is strange. Mr



3.

Philip Toyne, the President - of ’the Australian

Conservation Foundation (who later appears in the

interview), heads an organisation that publishes a

magazine called Habitat which in its April 1988

edition described Bellamy somewhat mdre- respectfully

as "an internationally recognised British botanist

and environmental campaigner."

Mark Colvin (Four Cbrners reporter): "Karri and Jarrah are
dense strong hardwoods, timber, a valuable cash crop for
those who can harvest it." (Appendix 1, p. 2.)

Colvin’s comment does not recognise that timber is a
valuable renewable commodity which is required by -
Western Australians for building houses and making
furniture. Currently Western Australia cannot supply
sufficient timber to meet its own needs. |

If local timber is not available, timber will have to

“be imported, thereby exacerbating our balance of
payment problems and contributing to further pressure

on those rain_fbre’sts of the world which are not
managed on a sustained-yield basis.

(

Murray Johnson (Art Gallery owner)‘: "We have juSt one
. chance- at this resource ..., and at the moment we are

mining it, we are quarrying it ..." " (Appendix 1, p. 3.)

When you mine something it is gone. Western
Australian forests are not gone - théy are managed on
a sustained yield ‘basis. There is significantly more
timber grown than is harvested (see Ap'pendix- 9).
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. Mr Colvin was provided with a «copy of the

. Government’s Timber Strategy which clearly sets down
. the principles under which the multiple use forest is
managed. One. of the key principles is that "the
‘harvest from the forest will be regulated to levels
that can be sustained indefinitely"  (Timber
Production in Western Australia, p. 2).

4. Johnson: "We're reaily 'uéing it [(timber] in a very
inefficient way. We are sending railway sleepers to
England in mature jarrah, it’s madness." (Appendix 1,
p.- 3.) ' ‘

. Timber . quality . varies. Wherever possible; and

~according to the quality of the timber, the material

is used for the maximum valued product. It would be

stupid for the sawmillers or the Department to do
‘otherwise.

Colvin was offered the. opportunity several times to
examine the Department’s revolutionary and award-
winning utilisation technology, but he declined (see

Appendix 3).

. -The proportion of Western Australian ' sawn timber
produced as sleepers in ' 1988-89 was  8.9%.
Approximately half were used in Western Australia.

. CALM is promoting the use of alternative timber for
railway. sleepers, such. as -treated pine, and is
experimenting - with techniques such .as dowling to
enable low grade wood to be used as sleepers.

5. Colvin: "Pieces of jarrah, the same size of this, are
being burned in a new silicon smelter."” (Appendix 1,
p. 3.)
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At - this p01nt, the program showed‘a crafted wooden

’ vase, implying that the creation of the smelter would
threaten resource available for craftwood. In fact,
the availability of jarrah craftwood in the south-
west far exceeds demand. No jarrah timber which is
needed by the craftwood industry'is being burned in
the silicon smelter,. nor is any material'being used
in the smelter which could be_,used for sawlog
production, |

The ‘'silicon smelter is a new industry;_in south

Western'Anstralia’using silica and waste timber to
produce silicon metal for the computer - industry.
Cnrrent, estimates -of residual material in State
forest indicate they will last at least 300 years at
the silicon smelter’s present approved level of

production even if no trees grew over that period.

Colvin: "Bunnings and. its woodchip arm, WACAP, stay on
top} because‘ of a cosy relationship with the State
Government, and that its profits are subsidised by the
West Australian‘tax—payer." Three areas'of subsidy were
mentioned by Colvin: cheap rail freight from Westrail, |
poverty level™ wages to timber workers and cheap timber
royalties. (Appendlx 1, p. 4.)

. ' The economlcs _Of rail frelghtlng woodchlps was

exten51vely and publicly debated some 15 years ago.
The questlon of timber royalty rates 1s dlscussed in
detail under items 14 and 15

The Government openly -subsidises all 1ndustr1es in
Western Australla by prov1d1ng _supportlng'
'1nfrastructure such as ports, roads and railways.
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- The timber industry would prefer to transport its
‘timber products using publio roads. However, the
community' of Western .Australia ‘prefers to separate
the transport of timber from other road users,
preferrlng to use the rall system ’

. Timber workers in Western Australia are covered by a

‘state award which is higher than the Federal award
' covering timber workers in other States. For example,
in WA wood machinists (tradesmen) receive a total
- wage of $409 per week, whilst those in Victoria and
Tasmania receive $393.80. In addition, WA timber
workers are paid on a par with other workers (e.g.
toolmakers under the WA Metal Trades Award). It is
; lnterestlng that the ABC team did not include Dr
- Shea’s response to the questlon about the workers

belng on poverty levels":

ABC INTERVIEWER: They re not far off the poverty'
llne - do you think you’ re -really doing them a favour

by contlnulng to prop up the 1ndustry7

DR SHEA: ... The thing that I don’t want to do is

put ‘them on the dole and not only ‘remove a

"SLgnlflcant portlon of thelr salary, to remove their
'dignity and pride. (See Appendix 2, p. 19.)

Phillip Toyne (Anstralian Conservation Foundation) claims

that the tlmber 1ndustry 1s a disaster for the proper

{Aecologlcal management of forest ... and for the economy
of the South—West. (Appendlx 1, p-. 4 )

. Four Corners did notn request Toyne, to present any
data to back up either statement, but simply accepted
it uncrltlcallyu Nor was Toyne asked babout likely

“effects on the’ south—west economy should the timber
industry be,requlred to close down in native forests,
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which is the view of the Australian Conservation

Foundation.

. A scientist was made available to the Four Corners
team to discuss forest eéology)‘but’they declined to
interview him. Numerous publications were‘provided on
the ecological research that has been carried out in
the forest by CALM and its predecessors but none was

'referred to.

‘Toyne stated that "at the same time as you’ re seelng this

vast  increase in resource going into export "woodchip,

‘ you're seeing a massive decline in local Jobs ‘as local

sawmills close." (Appendix 1, p. 4 )

Four Corners accepted this simplistic assertion quite
uncritically, but 'the‘ figures are ‘incomplete - In
- fact, over the 20 year perlod to 1985 there was a
“decline in employment in- the sawmllllng lndustry.
- This resulted from closure of mills " (as a consequence

of Government policy on sustalned y1eld harvestlng
- levels), increased mechanisation andvmodernisatibn of

mills and the tradnsfer of many jobs Ooff. the mill

site.

v, At the same time ‘there has"been a substantial

increase in employment in the value-adding sectors of
the timber prOCessing'industries.iFor example during
~the last 10" years employment in this sector has
increased by 24%. ‘ : :

In fact, there ‘is no relatlonshlp between employment
levels and the advent of the’ woodchlp 1ndustry Prior
"to ‘this industry, the wood that it now uses was
- burnt. The woodchip industry employs 353 people.

- Colvin failed to query Toyne’'s attempt to try to

connect’ the advent of the woodchipping industry with
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. accounts -since they amalgamated: their forest activities

14

- employment in the sawmilling industry, which are not

~ connected.

Colvin: "Now for the first time, ... the economics of the

. forest are to be scrutinised by anfihdependent:umpire [the

Resource Assessment Commissionl." (Appendix 1, p. 4.)

. The Four.Corners program did not show the 'part of the
interview with Dr Shea that addressed this question:
"What I can say is .that we strongly- support - the
‘Resource - Assessment CoﬁmiSsionﬁ because it -brings a

- degree of - objectivity: ‘and. professionalism in- this
debate which hasn’t been there in recent times."

(Appendix 2, p. 35.)

.. .. CALM welcomes b_the enquiry by the  RAC. Whilst the
-environmental aspeéts of forest management have been
_scrutinised and approved by the Western Australian
:Environmental . Protection Authority - on: two separate
occasions over the. last 15 years, this- will be the
first ~occasion on- which we will be able. to present

resource -and economic data to an independent enquiry.

Toyne: "Part of the black hole that constitutes the CALM

. with the super department, including conservation, is that

- we don’t know what the taxpayers of Western Australia are

paying by way of subsidy." (Appendix-1, p. 5.)

~All CAIM’'s financial dealings are scrutinised by the
Treasury and- the OffiCe‘of the Auditor Genéral; they
are published in an annual report which is available
- to every  taxpayer, -and - they: are pfesented to
Parliament. The results of all timber sales by
- auction. or tender are- publicly " available. In

.addition,-a_press,releasé is made after each timber
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sale_ giving details of the successful company and the

prices.

. The Department’s revenue derived from timber,l has
increased from $17.165 million in 1984-85 to $52.709
million in 1988-89. Ninety six percent of the
Department’s revenue came from royalties and other
charges made on the timber industry.

Expenditure in 1984-85 on establishment and\ténding
of forests was $7.517 million and in 1988-89 was
$12.674 million and $16.839 million on servicing
commercial operations compared with $3.304 million in
1984-85.

The Department’s total revenue from timber has
increased by about 325% in the five years since CALM
~was formed. The increased cost of establishing new
forests wés conly $5 million. The large increase in
commercial operations was due to a changé in
Government policy whereby CALM is progressively

assuming control of all logging operations.

Toyne: "In the decade prior to amalgamation in the mid-80s
West Australians contributed $100 mi]l.lion”',by the way of
subsidies through the Forests Department td the [timber]
industry and there is absolutely no indication that the
figure has declined and is likely to be still in place
today." (Appendix 1, p. 5.) |

Toyne was not reqhired by Four Corners to explain the
basis of this assertion. Colvin'simply'accepted it
uncritically and treated it as gospel. CALM is not
aware of Va.ny'« direct Government subsidy to the timber
industry.. In' the five years since . CALM ‘was formed
timber royalties have been increased by up to 500%
and revenue to the Government from the timber
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industry has increased by about 300%. Money spent by
CALM on reforestation and forest protectioﬁ is
greatly exceeded by the value of the resulting
Vforest.

12. Johnson: "The fault is(definitély withwGovernment, tb'give
our timber resource, at a subsidised rate, to a private
concern who used the wood much less eff1c1ent1y than other

mllllng methods that are avallable." (Appendlx 1, p. 6.)

. This is simply a'repetitiOn of earlier pbihts/(see'
items 4 and 6). An intéresting example of the bias in
the program was allowing a CALM critic two
opportunities to say the same thing. |

13. JohnsonQ Bunninga are "paying around a third for‘the wood, -
about.a third as much as the local Anstrallan—owned small

mllls w111 pay. (Appendix 1, p. 6.)

At this point and at.other points dﬁring the program
no distinction was being made for prices paid for
different grades of 1ogs.~Premium logs, which are the
cream of the 1logs produced, obviously attract a
hlgher prlce than flrst grade logs.

Rdyalty; reviews carried out in 1986 and 1989 have
established new levels, considerably higher than
previous levels. The new levels (called "target.
royalties") are beihg phased in. Royalty payments by
all sawmills, including Bunnings, will be phased in

by 1 January 1992.

The Western Australian State Government decided to
phase in target royalties to protect the local timber
industry, particularly the jobs of timber workers.

This decision also had the effect of minimising an
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increase of timber imports into the State.  (See

Appendix 4.)

. In addltlon, Bunnlngs have agreed during the pha51ng—

-in period. to make a major contrlbutlon to timber -
research and improved utilisation of sawlogs. For
example, Bunnings has made a multi-million dollar
ihvestment in new sawmilling technology which has
allowed the utilisation of = small-diameter karri
‘regrowth thinnings as sawlogs which were prevrously
used for woodchlps. '

t " No company is paying the target royalty for allocated

first grade - ing"yet. However, an increasing

proportlon of logs ‘are sold by auction or tender

rather than belng allocated. The upset price for
" tenders or auction ‘is the target roYalty. In almost

all cases bids‘ above the upset royalty haVe beeh

received (Appendix 4, the attached CALM Briefing
| Papexr on timber royaltles, provides more details).

‘Colvin: "Prices [for logs] are the closest secret in the

south—western ‘timber 1ndustry. No member of the public has

‘even seen the list of what Bunnings pays CAIM for its full

range of logs." (Appendlx 1, p. 6.)

. The results of all public timber sales are'published,

including those won by Bunnings. One member of the
Vpublie (Tony Drake), who mades’an ‘enquiry on this
question, was given a’ written statement of the
’royalties' paid by Bunnlngs for -allocated logs, in
October 1989. In a letter published in the "Warren-
Blackaod>Times”,:the'Acting Executive Director of
CALM publicly pffered any enquirer full details of

. royalties at that time: ".., there are no secrets on

log royalty. I am happy to proVide,any'enquirer with
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information "about the‘royalties paid by any timber
company in Western Australia" (see Appendix 5).

- .+  There are numerouS',prices for logs in Western

Australia bécausenof the large number of species and
the.large,numbef_of different grades of logs within
each épecies, and when increasing proportions of the
résource are put on the open market by tender or
; aﬁction_ as different‘ p:ice$ varé s;rupk. The basic
‘royalty structure_(seevAppendix 6)-was_providedrto
the Four Corners team. As no£ed‘abbve'(éee Appendix
5), there 1is no constraint on iany individual
obtaining information about the price paid by any
dompany’fdr”any 1og.’Thé Four Cornérs team could have
had this ihformation,hand—delivered té'them.

| CALMfs policy is that 'log prices are not secret.. -
Colvin did not seek any information from CALM on this
issue before making his assertion.

Colvin: "For first grade karri logs, the largest'royalty
is $34.00 a cubic metre. The few logs thét'go to auction
fetch up to $70.00,/‘but“that Bunnings pays CALM only
$25.32 cents'for each cubic metre it logs." (Appéndix 1,

Vp. 6.)

. The target royalty for karri first grade logs is
| $38.50/m3. Ebr reasons falxeédy explained, Bunnings,
(and'all other'¢ompanies) do not yet pay this target
rbyalty.'Furthermoxe,'différent grades ¢f logs are
' being cqmpared in COlvin;s analysis, buf he. fails to
mention this. Bunnings take a iower'quality:{smaller'
| diaméter) first grade.lOg than any other,éawmiller.
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16. Colvin: "Tony Drake says he can get 60% [recovery] out of

a log that you [large mills] only get 40% out of."

(Appendix 1, p. 8.)

While higher recoveries are usually achieved by small
labour-intensive .sawing techniques; the average
difference is much less than alleged by Drake. Most
large modern mills achieve a 60% or better recovery
from high quality first grade karri sawlogs. However,

because these mills also take low quality and small

sawlogs, their average recovery comes down to around
45%. Mr Drake has recently made public some of his
own recovery figures: from all logs sawn in his mill,

the average recovery ranged from 35 to 38%.

If requested to do so by the timber industry CALM
would be pleased to participate in a ‘properly
designéd large-scale trial to settle this allegation
once and for all. Such a trial must take into

consideration not only recovery rates but the type of

product that is being,produced from sawn timber and
" in particular the proportion of sawn timber that can

be used for value-added - products such as fine
furniture timber. It is also of little use having a.
high recovery rate of a product which cannot be sold.

Considering that one of the focal points of the Four
Corners story was supposedly utilisation, it is
strange that they refused on thrée occasions.to view
the utilisation research that was being carried out.

Nor did they show the major point that Dr Shea made

in h1s interview about utilisation:

"But see, the real argﬁment is not about percentage
recovery of sawn timber. You see the real argument is
putting value on that beautiful hardwood, and the
good news is that that’s happening in Western

Australia.
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‘"And the reason why it’s happening is because we have
been able to give security on the one hand to those
who want the Jjewels of the forests and national
parks, and security to the timber industry, the large
ones and the little ones, because that’s enabled them
to invest in the new technology, the exciting new
technology which is producing furniture grade timber

from our hardwood forest.

,"And.if ybu really want to talk about employment, a
number of people working in ﬁhis- industry in a
creative way, if you want to talk about export
income, then give us the encouragement to proceed
along the way we're going, because it's in value-
- added products that we’re going to succeed in
achieving the best for thevtimber industry in this
State.... In the last five years, we’'ve reduced the
cut-over area of forest by 40% by improvement in
- utilisation." (See Appendix 2.)

Beth Schultz (WA Conservation Council): 'There is a forest
reference tree there, it’s HY over 89 over 1. It’'s clearly
marked, there’'s a forestry white X painted on it, which

. shows that they knew where it was too. And then you drive

from that down to the boundary, using a map, and it's

“about 750 or 800 metres south of that tree to where the

boundary would be, just simply using a map and an

~odometer. (Appendix 1, p. 10.)

. CALM's position on this incident of tree felling in
the Shannon National Park has always been that the
catchment boundary is extremely difficult to locate
in the field. No-one can be certain about the precise
location of the watershed boundary unless an accurate .
cadastral survey is completed. A letter (Appendix 22)

from a licensed surveyor (Mr J.H. Towie) confirms the
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difficulty‘of establishing the precise boundary. For

example:

"As ‘the watershed has never been establiShed by
‘ground . survey, but interpolated from small scale
aerial ;photography, yprobably of auﬁmapblscale. of
1:25,000 at the best, the likelihood of ground survey
coinciding with the map position of the watershed is

‘extremely unlikely." (See Appendix 21.)

Colvin; 'Eor years, CALH denled thlS [Tony Drake’ s] mill
access to. flrst grade 1ogs.» When the ‘rules finally

'changed Tony Drake tested the flrst batch of seven he was

allocated ",(Appendlx 1, p. 8. )
The first bart of ColyinVs statement is’faISe’ The
Department of Conservatlon and Land Management was
formed in March 1985. Mlddlesex Sawmill (proprietor
Tony Drake ) won a parcel of first grade and second
grade ' logs at auction in 1986. Follow1ng the Timber
Strateqgy (1987),  CALM commenced - negotiations
immediately; with all registered Sanills regarding
future contracts of sale for log supplles Middlesex
Sawmill 51gned a contract of sale w1th CALM in March
1988. Flrst grade sawlogs were supplled to Mlddlesex>

Sawmlll as part of this contract of sale.

since the Timber'Strategy CALM has entered into 250
1nd1v1dual contracts of sale with sawmills resultlng

from allocatlons and publlc auctlons and tenders.

Colvin: "CALM breached its own Forest Regnlations by
allowing logs to be removed without having been~properly
branded.“ (Appendix 1, p. 9.)

_“Chalk brandlng" of logs is ‘a common practlce in

Western Australia. Not only ‘are  there - several
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instances - each year of fallers _requiring a
replacement branding  hammer (through loss or
ekcessive wear), but many previously branded logs are
docked on the landing, requiring additional chalk
branding. When a faller has mislaid his branding
hammer, CALM gives permission to mark the logs with
chalk. |

Colvin: "Western Australian forests have natural predators

as well as human - ones. This fungus, Armillaria
luteobubalina, is well known to some as "karri diebeck".
It thrives on the dead timber that’s left after logging

.and there’s concern about its effect on young karri trees

in regrowth forests." (Appendix 1, p. 11.)

. This is a throwback to another ' ABC "in-depth
investigator", Mr Peter Hunt, who coined the term in

an Earthworm program over two years ago.

',' Interestingly, the CSIRO, in response to a query from.
' Di Shea about this interview, raised concerns about
the Earthworm program concerning “the use ef emotive
words and "misunderstanding perhaps combined with a
small‘amount of editing of the original discussion."

(See Appendix 8.)

Colvin: "Jarrah dieback has already ravaged huge areas."
He‘ then dieplaYed a map of State' forest on which large
circles were marked which indicated that nearly 70% of the
forest has been "ravaged” by the disease. (Appendix 1,
p. 11.)

. The scale of the map displayed by”Four~CornerS'was
very 'misleading. ‘Detailed »énd accurate maps could
have been provided by CALM had they been requested by
Four Corners. Such maps were not requested.
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"Approximately 187,200 ha (10%) of State forest and
timber reserves are affected by dieback. Not all of
this has been "ravaged" by the disease. In many cases

only some species in the understorey are affected.

Colvin: "Thexre seems to be gaping holes in the

administration of the quarantine laws. Whatever the
requlations K say, the policing of the rules has big

problems." (Appendix 1, p. 11.)
.  The primary benefft of fhe quarantine program has
been that it has enabled CALM to control the main
agencies spreading dieback and to minimise access to

quarantined forest.

Nearly a million hectares of State forest in Western
Australia have' been quarantined since 1977. The
quarantine areas are crisscrossed by a maze of
thousands of fofest, public and farmer access roads.
CALM does its best to maintain the security of these
aréas, but it is not always easy to keep up with the

vandals.

Colvin: "All the indications are that the rules, which are

suppoSéd to prevent the spread of dieback further through
the forest, are being éontinually ignored and flouted.".
[An example was shown of a machine crossing a quarantine

boundary without washdown.l (Appendix 1, p. 11.)

. The machine shown on the program was operating within
dieback-free forest wunder permit in dry soil
conditions and in an area of non-susceptible
vegetation. Under these conditions washing down is
simply not within even CAIM’'s stringent hygiene
rules. In fact, dust could be seen rising from the

machine’s wheels on the Four Corners film - clear
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indication to any experlenced person that a washdown

was not requlred
Furthermore, the CALM staff working within the
quarantine area had an official permit to do so. The

ABC personnel did not.

CALM takes its respons1b111t1es to observe dieback

,rules very serlously All operations are subjected to

a management and hyglene test to ensure dieback is
not spread.

Colvin: "More than a century of logging has made massive
inroads into the karri and jarrah forests." [Pictures
shown of recently clearfelled areas.] (Appendix 1, p. 12.)

Colvin’s implication is that WA forests are

- disappearing as a result of logging. This is untrue.

Over the last 150 years large reductions in forest
areas have been the result of agricultural and urban
development,'not timber cutting. Many forests regrown
after logging are proposed by conservationists to
become national parks (see Appendix 9) - for example,
the beautiful Boranup karri fdrest, which was
clearfelled and regeherated approximately 100 years
ago. The Australian Conservation Foundation said
about this area of forest: "that ... it should be
recogniéed for ... its ... outstanding biological
values and represent a secure and more adequate
reserve system for the forest of thé central area".

In fact, this area of forest is beihg included into

the national park. Very large areas of jarrah forest
cut-over and regenerated in the 1920s and 1930s have
been included in the Lane Poole Reservé, one of the

south-west’s most popular forest recreation areas.
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...~ ‘Although - Colvin' was taken to. a superb 60-year
"regrowth forest near Big Brook, he declined to film
it. L |

Colvin: "CALM scientists say a third of forest bixrds need
hollows, which only form in trees 120 years or older, yet

the policy is to log after only 100 years." (Appendix 1,

Colvin asked:CALM's “Regional: Manager Alan Walker at
- interview about CALM’s policy to log after only 100
years. The substance of Walker’s answer, ‘which was

not used on the program, is as follows:

_'“CALMVsttrategy to provide habitat for hole nesting
species  'is’ to provide~:an~‘extensive ‘network of
unlogged strips and patches . throughout the karri
forest. The road, river and stream zone network

- provides the ‘primary nesting site habitat and
subsequent 'opportunity- for species recolonisation
into adjacent regrowth forests. Additional habitat
zones are provided 'through."special ‘care buffer
zones’ = retained around rock outcrops;  swamps,

- woodlands, wetlands, ‘large trees and steep slopes."

Even - in the case of the karri forest, no regrowth
~areas in State.forest have reached 100 years in age.
- .The  oldest: substantial areas being -managed for
»multiple:dse<Kincludingﬂtimber production) are only
60 years old. Over the next 40 years: there will be
ample opportunity to extend the rotation age for
‘karri to 120 years or moré,‘ifvresearCh*shows this to
be: -necessary to Jprevent .bird  species becoming
endangered. CALM- is. conducting ' research ‘into these

"issues.
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.. Colvin failed to mention the extensive network of

unlogged reserves. throughout the forest and which
provide old growth habitat for wildlife. Nor did he
give CALM any credit for establishing them, or for
conducting research into forest wildlife and its

: conservation, or for retaining: habitat trees in cut-
over jarrah forests. ‘

. Colvin: "The Department [CALM] was formed in 1985. It put

the National Parks and Wildlife Service under the same
roof as the Forests Department. CAILM’s critics say the
interests of the environment have never recovered."
(Appendix 1, p. 13.)

. Significantly, Four Corners did not show the section
of the interview  where Dr Shea specifically dealt
withT.the, question of an integrated agency (see
Appendix 2, pp. 1 and 2).

. CoIvin. did not put "the critics" on camera, name
) them, or proVide a single fact or piece of evidence
to. sUpport' this assertion. Nor did Colvin seek
alternative views. Nor did he mention the many"
positive things‘CALM-has-done in the environmental
- area, e.g.-thé-establishment of numerous new national
parks and the State’s first marine parks, the
appointment of scientific and ecological officers to
' regions and districts all over the State where there
were none before, and a major commitment to
edological. research ‘and. consultative »management
planning.

e In reply to questions from a Select Committee on Land

Conservation, 'Mr ~Norman Halse, Chairman of the
National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority and
a previous president of the Conservation;Councii of
Western Australia, stated:
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"CALM's dual roles in managing the conservation
estate and ‘State forests for timber production are
not considered to be incompatible. These two roles
would only be incompatible if  CALM were. given a
further résponSibility to meet a specific part of
Western Australia’s timber requirement. In the
absencé of such a responsibility CALM manages the
forest in the best way fbr longéterm production and
multiple use and then makes available the timber
production from such management. '

"The combination of nature conservation activities
with the other duties of CALM means that expertise
and information on nature conservation is easily
available within the organisation and is applied

everywhere in-its management activities."

Mr Halse has issued a press release condemning the

Four Corners program (see Appendix 10).

Alex Syme: From the formation of CALM "the number of
employees consiSted of about 1400 employees from the
Forests Department,.and only around about 100 people from
National Parks and Wildlife and Fisheries and Fauna ...
the Department is dominated by production forest thinking
foresters." (Appéhdix 1, p. 14.)

. Syme’'s figures are almost correct. At the time of
- amalgamation the number of people employed (including
part-time employées) - by the = three component
departments were: Forests Department 1311, National
Parks 102, Wildlife 73, for a total of 1486. Of this
total fewer than 7% were professional foresters.
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The total number of staff with forestry training
(profeésional and field staff) was only 345, or

23.7%.

Of the 429 new employees hlred by CALM since 1985,

only 13. 5% are foresters.

Of the 218 professional (university trained) staff
employed currently by CALM, 135 have degrees other
than forestry (e.g. zoology, botany, environmental
science etc.) and some forestry trained‘staff have

second degrees in other disciplines.

CALM manages more than 18 million hectares of land in
" Western Australia on behalf of the people of Western
Australia.’It does not determine the land management
pelicy or land managemént objectives. Ultimately
these are determined by the Government. The CALM Act
provides for the National Parks and Nature
Conservation Authority and the Lands and Forest
Commission to submit the management plans for these
'lands and waters to the Government for approval. The
Act also has a statutory requirement for public
participétion "in the ' land management | planning

process.

The Statutory bodies under which CALM operates are
the National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority
(NPNCA) and the Lands and Forest Commission (LFC).
The NPNCA has a membership of 14, only three of whom
are foresters; the LFC has one forester out of three
members. The CALM Corporate Executive has a
membership of 10, of which five are foresters and
five are not. Of the 45 senior management and
scientific positions in CALM, 20 are trained
foresters and 25 are not.
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. Not all foresters think in terms of timber
production. Many foresters in CALM specialise in
ecology, research, recreation, education,
environmental protection, fire management and park

and reserve management.

Syme: "They've taken away a small quantity of jarrah for
sawlogs. They’ve taken away almost all the marri trees for

~woodchip logs, and left an awful lot of good timber that’s

going to be burnt and wasted.... The trees that are left
standing, as you can see, are dying. They’ve been

poisoned." (Appendix 1, p. 14.)

In any industry there are low grade and high grade
‘products - apples, for instance. There is a special
problem in. forest maﬁagementu Low grade logs, if left
. standing in the forest, impede the regeneration of a
new forest after logging and result generally in a

less productive forest.

Historically forest managers have removed low grade

‘logs in a number of ways, including ringbarking and

\

felling.

e . CALM is constantly trying to deVeJOp new markets or

new products so that this material can be used. In
the meantime, cull trees (smallior ill-formed trees
which no sawmiller can utilise and which are
competing with retained "crop trees") must be removed
"in order to ensure thatva prodgctive_ﬁorest develops

in the future.

CALM’s goal is_to,phase out this operation through

further improvements in timber utilisation.
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29. Syme: "The total area of forest logged each year is around
300 sq km [in jarrah]l. As a result the old forest will
soon be gone." (Appendix 1, p. 15.)

Colvin did not'query'and apparently did not check
these figures. In fact, the total area of jarrah ’
- logged in 1987 was around 18,500 ha (185 sq km), in
1988 was 24,000 ha (240 sq km), and in 1989 was
15,300 ha (153 sq km). About a quarter of these areas
required post—logging treatment = (jarrah stand
improvement) to enhance naturally OCCufring jarrah

regeneration.

The Timber Stfategy (Figure 4(b), page 44 and Figure
6(b), page 51) indicates that old growth in multiple
‘use State forest will still be availéble.until at
- least the‘yeér 2035. A substantial area of old growth
forest will continue within the reserve system for
ever. The figures as shown in the State Government’s
submission to the Resource Assessment Commission are
as follows. In the karri forest 46% of old growth
forest is in national parks (or forests to become
parks or reserves under the original management
plans). For the jarrah forest the equivalent figure
is 30%, and for wandoo the figure is 70%. For the
karri forest an additional 24% is within road, river
and. stream zohes which are not planned to be

clearfelled.

. Colvin was given a copy of these documents but failed

to check Syme’s facts in them. Nor did he question

Symé over his 'incorrect data. This contrasts oddly

with his sustained and eager hounding of a typing
error in a 1988 CALM document.

30. Syme: "This particular coupe here is an area which has
. originally been left as a corridor for wildlife between
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two of the coupes you can see on either side of it, and

they'’ve taken‘it out." (Appendix 1, p. 15.)

Apart from some carefully designed research areas, no
areas nominated as wildlife corridors have been
clearfelled. The. coupe shown on film looked like
Thompson 4;_pért‘of a contiguous area which is being
harvested and regenerated at planned intervals. The
strip shown was never designated as a wildlife
corridor. Colvin made no  attempt to verify Syme’s
assertion with CALM, but accepted it quite

uncritically.

31.  Colvin claims "there is .deep disquiet in the scientific

community about a CALM proposal to 1log in previously

sacrosanct road and river reserves." (Appendix 1, p. 15.)

In December 1987 the Regional Management Plan for the
Southern Forest Region stated in part (p. 11) that:

. No changes will be made to the existing system
without evaluation and approval by the EPA.

. The zones will not be subjected to clearfelling.

. . However, selective cutting in the zones, which
has been practised throughout the period sincé
the - EIS was approved, will continue. (This
réfers to the thinning of even-aged regrowth
stands which -originated from clearfelling and

regeneration 50-odd years ago.)

There will be no decrease in the area of the
~existing road, river and stream zones. -

This information was provided to Four Corners. It was

not used.
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What has been said publicly many times is that the
. road reserve system is twice what was legally
required by the EIS. The proposal to do some
selective logging, if approved, in the "road, river
and stream reserves" refers to the additional 200
metre width which would ‘be added to the legally

required road, river and stream reserve system.

32. Dr Chittleborough: "I can’t imagine scientists within CALM
saying that they'understand the ecosystem enough to manage
it." (Appendix 1, p. 16.)

. In a subsequent -‘interview with :ABC Regional Radio

'Bunburyp\'Colvin said - that < CAIM scientists were

- reéluctant to speak to him for fear of retribution to

them or their families (see Appendix 13). Yet Mr

" Colvin declined to take~the’opportunity to interview
a CALM scientist working on karri forest ecology.

o CALM does not ‘claim to know everything about forest
" ecosystems. Nor can it close down the WA timber

industry till it does.

CALM and one of its predecessors (the Forests
Department) ' have studied the  effects of forest
management on flora and  fauna since 1970. Since that
time there have been' detailed sihgle species studies
. on rare: énd ‘endangered species (e.g. the woylie,
numbat and ‘tammar). A series of plots with detailed
recording of the effects of differert fire regimes on
plants have been in place since 1970. There are in
place -detailed. long-term studies of the effects of
felling. and ' regeneration ‘'on -karri forest bird
communities. Studies of communities of forest birds.
‘and  animals have also been: done in relation to fire
in both the karri_and.jarrah forest. Theére have been
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a series(bf plant and community ecological studies
bothvin the jarrah and karri fbrest, There are also
Several studies completed and ongoing by non-CALM
scientists, including work on speciés: such as the
chuditch, the karri mud minnow, hollow nesting
species and nutrient ‘cycling. None'.of this was

" referred to by Four Cornersf

In addition, biological surveys in the forest were
started in 1970 and have been ongoing, particularly

‘in the karri region. From these the distribution of

vertebrate species is well—known and is documented in
Forests Department Bulletin 94 of 1985. Tﬁése étudies
contributed to work on the location and establishment
of a. series of conservation reserves called
Management Priority Areas for flora and fauna. Under
CALM most of these have since become gazetted as
national‘parks and nature reserves or are'proposed to
become parks and reserves. This was not mentioned by

Four Corners.

One of these areas 'is the Perup State forest, where
the best populations of some of the rare and
endangered species such as_ the onlie, tammar,
numbat, chuditch and western ring—tail possum exist.
Perup is wused for the continued development of
management  techniques for these species. The
management has been so successful that the Perup is

one of the best areas where significant mainland

populations of these species exist, and it is to be
declared a- nature reserve. It is aléo'used to run
courses on wildlife ecology, and very popular
University extension courses are held there each
spring and autumn. Four Corners did‘not refer to the
Perup{
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Over 150 scientific publications deal with karri
biology and ecology. A list is published in Landnote
8/86. ' ’ ‘ - ‘

. A further 100 references or so on fire effects in
south-west forests have been recently listed in a
review by Christensen and Abbott.

Cdlvin: “Whétever the scientific arguments, money talks
louder. The need to feed the timber industry’s appetite
for wood is bound to be a driving force in CAIM'’s thinking

:_ about how to manage the forest." (Appendix 1, p. 17.)

34.

Colvin makes the assumption that CALM is "driven" by
the timber industry to feed it with wood. - But the
community, through the Government, determines the
‘level of timber produced in the forests. In addition,
CALM is required by ledislation to responsibly manage

State forests to produce timber on a sustained yield
basis. This timber is an important commodity used by
Western Australians for building houses, furniture,
railways, etc. Colvin’s view that CALM is simply:
feeding an “ihdustry appetite" demonstrates a muddled

- approach to economic and social issues.

. If Western Australia does not produce its own timber,
it will have to import it, with serious economic
consequences. Sawn  timber imports into Western
Australia in 1989 exceeded 92,000 cubic metres. This

was an increase of 123% on the previous year.

Colvin made use of Dr Shea’s quote in CALM’'s newsletter
which stated that CAIM’s contractual arrangement with the
timber industry was forcing it to consider logging in the

road, river and stream reserves. (Appendix 1, p. 17.)

See the answer to item- 31.
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Colvin: "The glossy image CALM shows the world is one of
openness and accessibility. In real life, the Department
maintains an iron grip on information. Even the Australian
Heritage Commission, Canberra watch-dog on our natural
treasures, can‘'t get the data it needs." (Appendix 1, p.
18.) ' ' '

In a press release the Australian Heritage Commission
has comprehensively rebutted the statements made in
the Four Corners program (see Appendix 7). In his
letter to Dr Shea, the Commission’s Acting Director,
Mr Gerard Early, said about the program: "I was
dismayed to see the reference to the VAﬁstralian
Heritage Commission. About the only accurate comment
was that we declined to be interviewed."

Colvin: "But you’ve [Dr Shea] told me what the Australian
Heritage Commission says you can do within the law. What
I'm saying is, common sense surely would dictate that ifb
itfsApart of the National Heritage, you wouldn’t go in and
clearfell it." (Appendix 1, p. 20.)

CALM has never clearfelled any areas which are on the
'register of the National Estate.

. Mr GerardAEarly in his press release said: "Listing
of a place in the Register is essentially an alerting
mechanism by which the.special heritage values of a
place are brought to the notice of decision-makers,
planners, owners and: the general community. - The

- Register is not a land management system."

Colvin: "The Australian Heritage Commission is still
trying to improve relations with CALM. Four Corners
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understands, however, that the Commission has been waiting

for two years for information on areas in the south-west

“ «+++ The Commission 'is concerned, angry and frustrated
~over delays ‘in cooperation from CALM."™ (Appendix 1,

p. 20.)

.. Colvin did not identify the person who made this

statement. Howéver,. in the media release on 19 June
1990 by the AHC, Mr Early stated that the Commission
was particularly disappointed with the allegation
made on national television, because he had

"specifically rejected it when it was put_ to him by

the Four Corners team".

. Mr Early also said: "There is no denying that there
have been differences of view between the AHC and
CALM in the past. However, the two organisations
continue to discuss a range of issues of mutual

.- concern including forestry matters."

Colvin: : "John . Briggs and John Leigh are CSIR0O botanists
who compiled Australia’s most comprehensive and respected
Régister of the country’s rarest flora. But publication of
their major reference work was held up for 18 months
because CAILM wouldn’t cooperate. Only Western Australia
insisted on putting in its own lower  estimates, for

endangered and vulne'rablevplants." (Appendix 1, p. 20.)

. It is strange in a nation that the Prime Minister
says needs to become "clever" that a taxpayer-funded
organisation should delibérately attempt to destroy
-the cooperation between two significant scientific
organisations. - The very essence of the cooperative
Research Centre initiative announced by the Prime
Minister was to overcome the geographical and

- institutional barriers that have.prevented Australia

capitalising on its intellectual excellence.
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Four Corners’ allegations have beeh‘comprehensively
refuted'by Dr John Stocker, Chief Executive of the
CSIRO (Appendix 14), in his letter to Dr Shea:

"A careful reading of the tranScript will show that
while the Four Corners reporter may have claimed that
obstruction from CALM has been a problem, no such
intention could 'be ascribed the CSIRO scientists
concerned. In some instances comments by CSIRO

scientists were taken out of context.

"I'regret the distress which the program has caused
to you and CALM scientists and assure you that I and
the CSIRO scientists concerned in the program value

CALM's cooperation highly."

The formal investigation of this program  should
determine when the CSIRO scientists were interviewed.
Quite clearly Dr Shea was set up for this question as
~is indicated in the transcript of his interview (see

Appendix 2, p. 6).

Western Australia has had endangered flora
legislation since 1980. We were the first State to
have such legislation, and until Victoria passed
their Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act recently we were
the only State in Australia with such legislation.
CALM has the best database on endangered flora
anywhere in Australia and has readily provided all
its data (except the exact locations of declared
endangered plants) to the CSIRO for publication.
Locations are provided for research purposes only;
exact locations of endangered plants are not
publiShed to prevent illegal exploitation by seed
éollectors or damage by dver—visitation. CALM has
carried out extensive surveys of endangered plants in

Western Australia over the last 15 years and has
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recently published a book (Western Australia’s
Endangered Flora) which provides details on all
declared rare and endangered plants. CALM has also
recently published a management program for all
declared endangered plants in the Northern Forest
Region and is developing similar programs for the
other forest regions. Colvin's insinuation that CALM

is secretive in this regard is ridiculous.

. There was‘an extensive péribd of consultation between
CSIRO and CALM scientists over this issue. One reason
for CALM’sb caution (not secrecy) is that the term
"endangered" has a. specific legal meaning in our

legislation and this is not the case in other States.

39. Colvin: "Briggs and Leigh quote figures that 15% of the
world’s endangered plants are in Australia and 45% of
these are in the West. Obstruction from CALM is a real

problem." (Appendix 1, p. 21.)

As the Four Corneré program\concentfates on forest
management in the south—west forests, it’s a pity Mr>
Colvin did not also say that only 9 out of 238
declared endangered plant species in Western
Australia occur in State forest in the Southern
Forest Region, and none of these is threatened by
logging and regeneration. The Four Corners team was
given aA copy of CALM’s publication Western
Australia’s Endangered Flora, but did not refer to it
on the program.

. - CALM has never been "Qbstructive" over this issue.

This assertion by Colvin is totally unsubstantiated.

40. Colvin: "CALM even sees basic definitions through timber

coloured spectacles." He quoted a misprint in a CAIM



39

doéument which  gave the definition of a mature forest as
being the state at which the stand best fulfils the main
purpose of loading onto a haulage vehicle. (Appendix-1,
p. 22.) ’ I ' '

In view of the large amount of ediEing carried out
(the total time given to Dr Shea was two minutes out
of a total of three hours of recorded interview) it
'is amazing how Colvin dwelt on this question in his

interview with Alan Walker.

. Walker explained a number of times'that the incorrect
definition of a mature forest was the result of a
typographical error. On the same day he showed the
‘relevant pages to Colvin, clearly demonstrating the
misprint. Despite knowing this, Colvin stiil made ‘his
falsé' assertion ’that CALM sees"baSiC definitions
through timberfcoloured spectacles. Appendix 15 shows
the correct definition as printed ip the Southern
Forest Regional Management Pian (1987). It also shows‘

how the typographical error was made. |
..~ Even CALM’s Ranger Roopaw (a regular c&mmentator in
CALM's inhouse paper) has . béen movéd' to make a
comment about the significance of typographical

'errors to in-depth current affairs reporters.

»

WHY HAS RANGER ROOPAW BEEN HE 1S FASCINATED BY THE LATEST R
WATCHING T-V: ALL /— FOUR CORNERS INDEPTH EXPOSE OF
AFTERNOON ¢ NCe ]} TTHE TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR IN CALM'® R
. 5] \WHALE RESCUE MANVAL 1! v
N
IR

“

41.. Drake: "Well, I mean, if the Government was silly enough

to be so radical as to do it all in one hit, I mean, it
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might happen, I mean the worst that would then follow,
would be that you’d have hundreds of people unemployed for
a few months, until CAIM decided to sell that wood to some
new industry people, who would then re-employ the ones
that were put off work." (Appendix 1, p. 23.)

After his interview with Dr Shea, Colvin edited out
Dr Shea’'s reply to a question as to why the
Government does not put all the timber on the open
market (Appendlx 2, p. 18).

ABC INTERVIEWER: The Government doesn’t put the
“timber that it puts on the market on the open market.

DR SHEA: But it does, it does put a significant
_proportion of the timber on the open market over
periods of time. ' ’

For example, I’'ve just told you that ‘we had two
massive tenders for regrowth karri - that’s the new
forest. '

But you see, if we put all of the timber on the open
market tomorrow, we would do what happened - what
happened in North America on the west coast, is that
we would get extraordinarily good prices for a year,
then the whole industry would become chaotic, and
there would be massive unemployment.

What we’ve chosen to do, and I think you’ll agree, is

something which is an intelligent way of approaching

the .situation; is to have a blend of the existing

system of allocation with increasing proportlons over
time of the resource belng put on the market.

You see, Mark, it would be easy for me to take the
‘easy- route out, and say "the simplest solution .to
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‘this problem is not going to any complex calculations
- - we’ll just throw it all on the market".

But by doing that I would create chaos - I wouldn't

~suffer - ABC Jjournalists wouldn’t suffer, but

ordinary people down in those towns  who depend on
their jobs for a stable timber industry would be out

~of a job.

Now, I'm not prepared to do that.

The Four Corners program made several personal attacks on

he
he

is.

Dr Shea, the Executive Director of CALM; specifically that
is the real power within the forest industry, and that
has avpoliticianfs knack of kissing babies when there
a camera about. (Appendix 1, p. 24.)

When he made these voiceover remarks, the reporter
neglected to mention that the baby was Dr Shea’s and

~that Dr Shea.had been asked to pick her up for a

general vision shot.

. This unethical.,personal‘ attack on"the Executive

Director of CALM provides an indication of the
motives and modus operandi_of;the Four Corners team.

_Thls ,1nc1dent has been fully documented in an

official complalnt to the Managing Dlrector of the

_ABC. (See Appendix 16.)

Colvin contradicted Dr. Shea’s claim that a .Commissioner

.and hls staff from the Resource Assessment Commlss1on were

1mpressed by what they saw in the . forest.a In support

Colvin used a quote from a RAC letter: "the Resource

. Assessment Commission has not yet reached a conclusion or
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issued a final report on the way in which the forests are

managedvin Western Australia." (Appendix 1, p. 25.)

‘Colvin goes on to say: "When the RAC spotlights the
forests of the South-West, CALM is going to have to
justify its logging policies, like it or not."

Following is the full record of the interview with Dr
‘Shea as it relates'_to the Resource Assessment

" Commission. R S -

ABC INTERVIEWER: The Resource Assessment Commission
has got the spotlight on you at the moment, and their
particular interest is whether it is economically
worthwhile to keep on cuttlng down the forest, to

keep on managlng them the way you are.’

What'’s your answer to them? What's going to be the
thrust of what you say to them?

Dr SHEA: What I can say is that we Strongly support
-the Resource Assessment Commission because it brings
. a degree of objectivity and professionalism in this

debate which hasn’t been there in recent times.

The second thing I will say to you 'is that the
Resource Assessment Commission has already been over
' here and has" acclalmed our forest management.

The third thing I would say to you, is that we have
made our submission to the Resource Assessment
Commission, we've put all our cards on the table, and
we believe because we’ve achieved those very very
significant increases in prices of logs, and because

of our efficiency that it is an economic proposition.

As I said to you, we’'re not talking .about "small
cheese" in this State. We’'re not only talking about
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an incredibly important reserve for tourism which has
two million visits in the forests in the South-West.

We’'re also talking about an industry, which over the
- next ten years, will invest more than 200 million
‘dollars and will yield to the State more than a
billion dollars. ‘ ‘

So, we believe the ecbnomics are right, but certainly
we will welcome the Resourée Assessment Commission’s
detailed and objective analysis and we hope that you
mirror the analysis that they are going to do in your
TV program when YOu show it. '

- ABC ' INTERVIEWER: The Commission is only in the
preliminary stages of its investigations - it seems
remarkable that you say they are acclaiming your
forest management at this stage. ‘

Dr SHEA: Certainly when we talked, we’'ve had the
Resource . Assessment Commission, not all the
Commissioners, but a Commissioner and their staff,
and we took them through the forest, and much of the
forest that you saw today, they acclaimed what they
saw.

ABC INTERVIEWER: They acclaimed it?

Dr SHEA: Yes.

ABC INTERVIEWER: You have the seal of approval -

Dr SHEA: No we haven’t -~

ABC INTERVIEWER:  From the Resources Assessment

Commission."
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Dr  SHEA: - not in writing, we have their verbal
thanks and congratulations on what was shown, and
also their appreciation of what's being done.

In a letter to Dr Shea from Mr,Alex~Nicholson‘from'
the Resource Assessment Commission (see Appendix 17)

" he documents the éttempt' by ‘the Four Corners
researcher to trick him into making a damning
statement  about Dr Shea's . response to the
interviewer’s query about the 'RAC. This is another
example  of the duplicity practised by the Four
Corners team. '

Colvin concluded the program by saying "What CALHfis,going'
to have to prove is that pouring millions of dollars of
tax-payer’s money each year into a giant State-subsidised
timber company is the right way’to manage the precious
hardwood resources of Australia’s south-west." (Appendix
1, p. 25.) '

. Nowhere in the program did Colvin‘prove his assertion
~ that CALM pours millions of dollars into the timber
industry, or any timber company in Western Australia.

. There is no Government subsidy to the timber industry
'in Western Australia known to CALM. The cost of
reforestation and forest protection by CALM is more

than covered by the value of the asset created and
returns from log royalties.

. When CALM was formed in March 1985 to manage some 18
"million hectares of public land in Western Australia,
6ne of the first tasks it was given by the State
Goverﬁment was to institute a series = of land
management plans incorporating fhll . public
participation. CALM decided that the areas of highest
priority were the south western forests.
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Public comments were invited on a draft set of
management plans, then analysed and acted upon. Three-
management plans, one for each Forest Reglon, plus
E the"hWA Timber Strategy and other supportlng
documents, whlch would govern the management of the
State’s conservation, recreatlon and  timber

production activities within forests for the next 10‘
years,» were then prepared ' They were .approved
unanlmously by State Cablnet in December 1987.

- These far reachlng documents have ‘been halled by the

former ' Federal ‘Resources Mlnlster, Senator Peter
Cook, as being a model for Australian forestry. On
the one hand the”timber industry has been prepared to

invest"S?OO million in new equipment, while on the

other it been able to pay a three fold 1ncrease 1n'bp

royalty as revenue to the State. Thls_rls.vnot a
subsidy.

'Concurrently,’ a secure suite' of reserves which
'protect and conserve all the major forest ecosystems
has “been established. . s

~Colvin made no mention of ‘the system iof':forest
management employed in  Western .Australlan forests.
Instead ‘he" 1mp11ed ‘throughout  that CALM " was
secretive, all-powerful, probably corrupt as well as
totally" incompetent,:in"its];york He proposed ‘no

solutions.
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: "The Wood for the Trees"
8.30pm, Monday 18 June 1990.



TRANSCRIPT OF ABC 2 "FOUR CORNERS" PROGRAM, THE woon FOR THE
TREES AT 8.30PM ON MONDAY, 18 JUNE 1990

PROF DAVID BELLAMY - BOTANIST

’DAVID BELLAMY ThlS ‘is a karri tree, oh, there you]are,_and
they rank amongst the tallest trees on earth, all gliding to
over ‘70 metres tall. : S ' o '

Now;' nature's only endowed very small areas of Western
Australia with such precious gifts. : ,

And no wonder tourists flock from all over - the world, just to
take a look. : : o

But how do we balance the needs of the tourist 1ndustry, with
‘conservation and all the other legitimate uses .of the forest,
" like tlmber productlon and the jObS that go w1th it?

Well first we make sure that the jewels of this forest,‘afé

‘_set a81de untouched

And an enormous step has been taken in that dlrectlon, because
thirty per cent of the karri forest, and that includes the
best, are now safe in national parks. :

And then sixty years ago, this whole area was clearfelled for
timber production, and look at it now, a new forest and yet
it's one of  South - Western Australia's greatest  tourist
attractions, the perfect place,. that we can have our cake and
eat it too. : ’

ANDREW OLLEY: But will David Bellamy eat his words. After
that world premier of his latest role, as Spokesman for the
Western Australian Government, some of his old friends in the
Conservation Movement might suggest the Pop Botanist can't see
the wood for the trees.

Thanks for joining me.



From early school days, the magnificent stands of karri and
jarrah, in Australia's sButh west corner, are planted deep in
our collective consciousness. :

But our interest has remained largely academic, alongside the
passionate concern we've shown for the forests of the Da1n~
Tree, Eden and the. w1lds of Tasmania.

Well the south west fOrests are about to come into their own,
despite the soothing words of Dr Bellamy. The Australian
Conservation Foundation, and the Conservation Council have
strong reservations about the way the West Australian
Government is managing our karri and jarrah. :

And the new Resources Assessment Commission, which has been
hav1ng its first hearings in Canberra over. the past few days,
is about to buy into the argument. :

The Commission Was .set up to adjudicate on issues where
resource interests clash with the environment, and the south-
west forests are high on it's agenda. - S

Mark Colv1n reports

MARK COLVIN: 'The .jarrah and karr1 forests of Australla s
south west are unique. : .

It takes hundreds . of years for these giant eucalypts to
mature. They grow nowhere else but in the south west corner of

Western:Australia~

Like many of Australia's natural gifts however, these forests
are an economic resource as well ‘

Karrl' ‘and jarrah are dense strong hardwoods, timber, a
valuable cash crop for those who can harvest it.

Now, more than ever, the south west forests are caught in the
debate, over how Australia manage it's green resources.



It's not a simple fight about whether or not to log, it's an
‘argument about how to manage the forests; how to balance
logging with tourism; and how much to charge for the timber
that is logged. ’

It's about whether clearfelled areas -like this, however
densely replanted, can ever really replace the natural forests
that were there before.

What's at 1issue, is’ the forest we leave for future
generations. ~

MURRAY JOHNSON - PEMBERTON GALLERY OWNER

MURRAY JOHNSON: We have Jjust one chance at this resource,
that's what I'm saying, and at the moment, we're mining it,
we're quarrying it, we're really using it in very, in a very
inefficient way. ' ' '

We're sendlng railway sleepers to England in mature jarrah,
um, it's madness.

MARK COLVIN: But it's not a question of calling a halt to
logging, the argument is about adding value to the wood, and
‘not wastlng what's avallable

At one extreme, the wood can be used like this, and ‘what was
bought for few dollars, can become worth hundreds.

At the other end of the spectrum, pieces of jarrah, the same
size as this, are being burned in a new silicon smelter,”

The question 1is, whether the Government which owns the
resource, and the timber mllls Wthh process it, really know
what it's worth? ’ ‘

This is the company in the firing line. Bunnings is solid West
Australian establishment, proud of its history, and it's place
on the list of the country's top 150 businesses.

This 1is south west timber country, where the towns are
dominated by Bunnings' mills. a ' ‘



In this corner of Australia, Bunnings is king. It's:an uneasy
head, however, that wears the crown, the company is facing a
barrage of accusations, but it's achieved something
dangerously close to monopoly. :

But Bunnings and its woodchip arm, WACAP, stay on top, because
of a cosy relationship with the State Government, and that its
profits are subsidised, by the West Australian taxpayer.

PHILIP TOYNE - ACF

PHILIP TOYNE: You see what's happening, 1is that industries,
um, such as WACAP, such as Bunnings, are effectively, wagging
the Government dog, and they've become the tail that's wagging
the dog there. '

And that's a, that's a disaster, I think for the proper
ecological management of forest, it's a disaster for the, for.
the economy of the socuth west.

I mean, at the same time, as you've seen this vast increase in
resource going into export woodchip, you've seen a massive
decline in local jobs, as, um, local sawmills closed.

MARK COLVIN: Now for the first time, "Four Corners", has been
.told, the economics of the forest, are to be scrutinised, by
an independent umpire. '

- Bunnings is fighting to prove that its size and experience are

enough to get the best possible use out of the. timber
resource. :

The Resource Assessment Commission, the Federal Government's
mewsreferee between the resource lobby and the Green Movement,
‘'wants to know whether logging the south west forest, makes

good economic sense?

Historically it's timber extraction, not ecology that's
dominated the management of the south west forests.

When this film was made in the thirties, there was no
environmental debate,  and the economics of the forest, meant
only the question, can you make a quid?



Even then, sing’braun and muscle instead of chainsaws, the
forestry 1ndustry was extracting 100,000 cublc metres of wood
a year.

There were more big trees then, no-one disputes that, after
World War II, successive building booms, took the cut up to
200,000 and eventually 300,000 cubic metres a year.

The forests left now, are a legacy of those years.

No-one knows what Bunnings pays to transport its timber :-and
woodchips north on the railway. Westrail isn't saying.

But Bunnings and Westrail both acknowledge, that the timber
company is the only major use of the line. Without Bunnings,
the railway would certainly close. '

In economist's terms, that means  the _infrastrUcture, the
rallway 1itself, amounts to a hidden subsidy, from the
Government to the company.

But the real subsidy, according to Bunnings' opponents, is the
low, low price Bunnings pays the Department of Conservation
and Land Management, or CALM, for its raw material.

PHILIP TOYNE: Part of the, um, black hole that constitutes
the CALM. accounts, um, since they amalgamated their forest
activities, with the, with the super department, including
conservation, um, is that we don't know what the tax- payers of
Western Australia, are paying by way of subsidy.

But in the decade, prior to that amalgamation. in the mid
eighties, the Western Australians contributed a hundred
million dollars, um;, by way of subsidy, through forest
department, um, to thé industry, and there's absolutely no
indication that that figure has declined and it 1s likely to~
be still in place today.

MARK COLVIN: It's the Conservation and Land Management
Department, CALM, that owns the timber Bunnings buys, ‘and it's
CALM that sets the prices. Even the timber companies' harshest
critics, don't blame Bunnings, for taking what's so freely on
offer. .



MURRAY JOHNSON: - I mean, they're in business to make a profit,
the fault is definitely with Government, to give our timber
resource, at a subsidised rate, to a private concern, who uses
the wood, much less efficiently, than other' milling methods
that are available. ’ :

MARK COLVIN: Where's the subsidy come from?

MURRAY JOHNSON: By paying around a third for the wood, about
a third as much as the local Australian-owned small mills will

pay.

MARK COLVIN: Prices are the closest secrets in the South
Western Timber Industry. No member of the public has ever seen
the list of what Bunnings pays +the Conservation and Land
Management Department, CALM, for its full range of logs

What CALM does make public are the target royaltles, the
theoretical price the Department ought to be paid, for a given
grade of timber,

For first grade karri logs, the target royalty is $34.00 a
cubic metre. The few logs that go to auction fetch up to
$70.00, but "Four Corners" has established that Bunnings pays
CALM only $25.32 cents. for each cubic metre it buys. -

MARK COLVIN: Why aren't you paying the target royalty.

BOB BUNNINGS - MD BUNNINGS FOREST PRODUCTS

BOB BUNNINGS: Target royalty  is something which is, as said
is a target, that's where CALM would like to go, but to get
there, the industry, and that's the total industry, not only
our company, would be very hard put to cover that.

MARK COLVIN: So Bunnings believes it's getting no more of a
subsidy than other sawmillers, but admits that it would be
hard pressed, without the conveniently cheap prices from CALM,

It casts a shadow over the bright forecasts, in the companY's
own corporate video.



VOICE OVER OF BUNNINGS CORPORATE VIDEO: These people work for .
one of the strongest .and most stable companies in Western
Australia. : v .

MARK COLVIN: Just -one more economic . oddity in an 1ndustry
where flgures are often hard to read.

VOICE OVER OF BUNNINGS CORPORATE VIDEO: Bunnings' strong
performance is based on a commitment to providing cons1stent
leldend performance for shareholders. ;

MARK COLVIN: Despite the secrecy that surrounds pricing, the
figures that have leaked out over the years, do seem to point
to one conclusion: Bunnings profits are -intimately linked
- with the favourable prices they pay to the State Government
for raw material.

VOICE OVER OF BUNNINGS CORPORATE VIDEO: In the 88, 89
- financial year total group sales reached almost 366 millidn
dollars, providing an after  tax profit of 18.3 million.
dollars.. -

MARK COLVIN: Tony Drake is a small sawmlller, who's been
fighting a lone. battle for years, against the prices Bunnings

pays.

It's educated guess work, that Drake says, he's worked out,
just how much CALM-subsidy to Bunnlngs amounts to.

TONY DRAKE: Well I think it was about three years ago, I went
through the exercise with the best information as I could
gather, and at that time, I quoted in the State press, that it
was 20 million dollars, and nobody really disputed the
figures. : B IR '

MARK COLVIN: - Twenty million dollars a year?

~

TONY DRAKE: Yeah, and that was a few years ago and those
figures were in The West Australian, and nobody disputed it.

MARK COLVIN: This 1is Tony :.Drake's mill. It's a tiny
operation, compared to Bunnings, but they claim here, that by
giving the logs old fashioned individual care, they get more
out of the timber than Bunnings with .all its high tech
machinery. :



The accusation is, that Bunnings isn't just getting,the lion's
share of the logs at a favourable price, .it's not getting the
best out of them. If they improved the yield, they'd need less
trees cut down in the forest.

For years, the Department of Conservation and Land Management,
CALM, denied this mill access to first grade logs. When the
rules finally changed, Tony Drake tested the flrst batch of
seven he was allocated.

"TONY DRAKE: It wasn't the best recovery we could have got,
because at the time, we were cutting to an order, which meant
that we didn't cut any pieces of wood thlcker than one and
half 1nches

And all the wood that we. dld cut was sold 1mmed1ately with
that order, . and 1t came out with about ‘s;xty per cent
recovery.

MARK COLVIN: Now out of those logs, what do you reckon that
Bunnlngs would have been getting? - '

TONY DRAKE: Well they're, the figures show that they get about
forty per cent recovery on average, and actually I reckon that
this parcel was a below average parcel of logs.

MARK COLVIN: Bunnlngs reacted angrlly ‘to thls clalm, angrily
enough to get their wires crossed. , -

In Perth, Bob Bunning, first told the press  that Drake's
figures were mathematically impossible. o o

Then he told us, you could get sixty per,cent,‘but.oﬁly out of
premium logs, a category of exceptional wood, well above the
first grade logs that Drake used. :

Down in the south west however, Bunnings' Manager, Ed Valom,
was telling a different story. He'd done a test on GP logs, an
industry term for the first grade, not the premium, and
despite the boss saylng it was mathematlcally impossible, he'd
done 1t

Tony Drake says he can get sixty per cent out of a log that
you only get forty per cent out of. . . _



ED VOLOM - BUNNINGS REGIONAL MANAGER

ED VALOM: That's absolute rubbish, Tony Drake can get sixty
per cent out of a GP, out of a, the top end of the resource,
the same as the logs that I'm standing in front of now.

For interests sake, I did a milling trial last weekend, I put
exactly the same sort of log through, and I got 65 per cent. '

MARK COLVIN: If the timber industry itself appears unable to
agree on the basics, the Government Regulator might be
expected to be more competent. '

The Regulator in this case is CALM, the Conservation and Land
Management Department, which does the jobs of both the
environment and forestry departments. ' ' '

The clearing work you see here, is a hasty job of tidying away
one of CALM's own littlé mistakes, they were burning and
bulldozing 1logs left wover, after an 1illegal tree felling
operation in a national park. ' '

It happened, according to the Executive Director, byﬂmistake;;

SYD SHEA - CALM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SYD SHEA: = The Shannon National Park is an unusual National
Park, in that the boundary is not a road or an easy-to-find
line, 1it's the catchment, and so, to accurately define the
catchment, is very difficult when you get into the area where
the ridges are quite mild. '

BETH SCHULTZ - WA CONSERVATION COUNCIL
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BETH SCHULTZ: There is a forest reference tree there, it's. HY
over 89 over 1. It's clearly marked, there's a forestry white
X painted on it, which shows that they knew where it was too.

And then you drive from that, down to the boundary, using a
map, and it's about 750 or 800 metres south of that tree, to
where the boundary would be, Jjust simply using a map and an
odometer. ' .

MARK COLVIN: The CALM officer supervising the site of the
illegal felling in the natlonal park was understandably shy
of our camera. .

Understandably, rbecause not only had trees been cut, ~but
they'd been taken away, anonymously without the regulation
brand from the faller's hammer.

SYD  SHEA: They were branded with chalk because the tree
marker "at the. time had lost his axe, and it's normal practise .
to allow them to chalk the logs as they did.

MARK COLVIN: That's another breach of the Act though isn't
it? ’ .

SYD SHEA: = It's not, no, it's not, that's completely and
utterly- incﬂorr'ect . e ‘ ‘ : . : :

MARK COLVIN: Breach of the regulations?

SYD' SHEA: No, it's not a breach of the regulatlons, it is
provided that the faller, is ‘given the 1nstructlon, that the
fact that he temporarily lost his.axe, that he marks them with
chalk, that is quite legitimate.

MARK COLVIN: Weéstern Australia's forest regulations, obtained
by "Four Corners"™ make no such provision. Regulation 18 says
that, "every faller shall immediately brand the stump with his
distinctive brand". :

Regulation 23 says, "unbranded log timber may not be removed",
yet that's what happened in the Shannon National Park logging.
Nothing in the regulations lets forestry officers over-ride
these rules

BETH SCHULTZ: This is excuse number two, the faller lost his
hammer, well. I think it's the first time in history that a-
faller has lost his hammer.
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I mean he's losing his meal ticket if he loses his hammer, and
the forest regulations say quite clearly, that every faller
shall stamp, brand every stump and every log, immediately upon
falling the tree. _ : :

MARK COLVIN: Western Australia's forests have natural
predators as well as human ones. This fungus, Armillaria
luteobubalina, 1is known to some as karri dieback.

It thrives on the dead timber that's left after logging and
there's concern about its effect on young karri trees in
regrowth forests. ’

Jarrah dieback, caused by another fungus, has already ravaged
huge areas. :

To fight the spread of dieback, CALM has quarantined parts of
the forest, it's a big problem.. ' '

The map shqwé CALM's own scientists' estimates of how far the
dieback has already spread, and those same scientists say
considerably more mapping needs to be done.

Yetithere seem to be gaping holes in the administration of the
quarantine laws. What ever the regulations say, the policing
of the rules has big problems.

I really shouldn't have been ‘able to do that. Where I'm
standing now is an unrestricted access area, anybody -can come
and go. '

But behind me there is a DiseaSe Risk Area, DRA, the
bureaucrats' euphemism for what they used to call quarantine.

Now, this gate here is supposed to be padlocked at all times,
especially to stop the logging trucks coming and going. But as
you can see it's been ripped out and not too recently by the
looks of it.

All the indications are that the rules, which are suppbsed to
prevent the spread of dieback further through the forests, are
being continually ignored and flouted. -

SYD SHEA: Now it's true to say, because it's a very large
area, and that we cannot patrol it every day, that we will get
vandals, and that gates will be broken down.
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But in the end effect, it means and remains the most

- significant contribution to control of what everybody . said,

less than ten years ago, was the disease that would destroy
the whole forest, that anyone could have imagined, and we're
very proud of it. :

'MARK COLVIN: CALM's accidental logging, we saw earlier, in

the Shannon National Park, happened right next to a dieback
quarantine area.’ _ :

The vehicle is now leaving the national park, and is entering
the quarantine area. There is no sign of the regulation wash-
down, or any other precaution. Even faced with the evidence,
CALM responds with flat denial.

SYD SHEA: That is total nonsense, because I was particularly
aware of the fact that you were filming out there, I was
particularly aware of the fact that the operation was going
on, the operation was going on in the most stringent hygiene

conditions.

As you said, I'm a dieback, expert, and..I suggest that you
might be an expert ABC Interviewer, but you're not an expert
on hygiene management. : ‘ - '

MARK COLVIN: More than a century of logging has made massive

" inroads into the karri and jarrah forests of the south est.

CALM's policies now, are designed to make sure that more than
enough trees are planted, to replace any timber taken. In
fact, they're going further, with big efforts to reafforest
cleared land. ‘ : o

" But the debate is abouf what théy plant in its place;

ALAN WALKER - CALM'S REGIONAL MANAGER

 ALAN WALKER: All around us there are trees which are 55 years

0ld, from logging back in the mid 1930's. And right here on
this o0ld log landing, there are trees which were planted just
last year. -
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MARK COLVIN: CALM's  foresters believe their system of
clearfelling large areas, then replanting them, is the only
way of ensuring sufficient timber production for the future.

And they claim that doing it that way, rather than just taking
~a few trees at a time, is not going to harm the ecosystem.

Alan Walker is CALM's Regional Manager for the South West.

ALAN WALKER: The philosophy in the karri forest is based on
two 1mportant principles.

One is sustained yield of ‘sawlogs into the future to meet the
public demand. The  other is multiple use of the forest, so
that an area of karri forest can be used simultaneously for a
variety of purposes.

Not only timber production, ~but also recreation, water
production and conservation of flora and fauna. ’

VOICE OVER PROMOTIONAL VIDEO: Sustained yield is the corner
stone of the State's tlmber productlon strategy ..... ~

MARK COLVIN: What's best for‘timber production, may not bef
best for the forest : S

CALM scientists say a third of forest birds need hollows,
which only form in trees 120 years or older, yet the policy is.
to log after.only 100 years ‘ R

VOICE OVER . PROMOTIONAL ' VIDEO:  ..... - of all loggihg
operations. : : o ‘ . -
MARK COLVIN: Western Australia 1is one State where the

Department responsible for conserving trees is also the
Department for chopping them down. AR

The Department was formed in 1985, it put the National Parks
and Wildlife Serv1ce under the same roof as' the Forestry
Department - ' '

CALM s CrlthS say- the 1nterests of. the env1ronment have never ‘
. recovered. : .-

' ALEX SYME - FARMER



ALEX SYME: Well from the formation of the Department, the .
numbers of employees consisted of about 1400 employees from
the Forests Department, and around about 100 people from
Natlonal Parks and Wildlife and Flsherles and Fauna.

MARK COLViN What was the effect of that in terms of the.
balance of power in a bureaucratic sense? .

ALEX SYME: = Well the Department is domlnated knr productlon
forest thinking foresters.

MARK COLVIN: Now what are the foresters doing here?:

ALEX SYME: They've taken away a small quantity of jarrah for
sawlog. They've taken away almost all the marri trees for

‘woodchip logs, and left an awful lot of good timber that's

going to be burnt and wasted.

The trees that are left - standlng, as  you can see, are dying,
they've been poisoned. S = _

. MARK COLVIN: Alex Syme 1s .a farmer who's been'leadinthhe"

énvironmentalists' push against CALM's policy in the south

"western forests

He's not agalnst logglng, he's against the way it's done. Syme-
gets angry at scenes like this, where CALM has thinned a stand
of jarrah, then poisoned all the trees they left.

ALEXVSYME: They'reton the way out. It's called jarrah stand
improvement, if you can believe that, and a small quantity of.
jarrah ...... :

MARK COLVIN: He calls it the_chemical axe,

ALEX SYME: HIt's virtual clearfelling; the canopy is

‘effectively removed, by this, um, by killing these  trees that

are left standing, and when you consider that this operation
covers, in the region of 50 square kilometres, per year, in
State forests in WA, yes it's a major concern.

MARK COLVIN: Fifty square kilometres a year are g01ng to this
technlque alone?
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ALEX SYME: That's right, that's what went last year, and this
year looks like it will be more. :

MARK COLVIN: How much more of that could the forests take?

~ . ALEX SYME: Well, how many years have we got left? The total
‘area of forest logged in WA each year 1is around about 300
square kilometres in jarrah, that's in the forest logged with,
who were standing in here, before it was logged. '

It will soon, the old forest will soon be gone.

MARK COLVIN: Visually at least, the clearfelling of the karri
forest is even more disturbing. : :

ALEX SYME: Well what's happened here °is; this: is a
clearfelled karri forest, and it's, everything that they
wanted they've taken away and they've burnt the balance. .

This particular coupe here, is an area which has'ofiginally
been left as a corridor for the wildlife, between two of the
coupes you can see on either side of 'it, and they've taken it
out. o , ' : : A

MARK COLVIN: CALM believes its policies are right, not Jjust
for the timber industry, but for the environment. -

But ‘it's not Jjust, the conservationists who question the
Department's competence. . There's deep disquiet in  the
“scientific community, about a CALM proposal to log in
previously sacrosanct road and river reserves. K

' The narrow strips of forest, along roads and streams are.
supposed to be corridors for the forest's wildlife, free
passage for small animals, between patches of unlogged timber.

'GRAHAM CHITTLEBOROUGH - EX CHIEF RESEARCH SCIENTIST, WA

GRAHAM CHITTLEBOROUGH: The professionals, the scientists were
not asked for their opinion, ' the ‘executive called them
together and said, the decision is, we're going to halve
stream and road reserve widths, and we're even going to take
some logs out of the half that's left in selective logging.
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You will go out and like this decision, you'll justify it, and
-you'll tell the publlc that this 1s a legltlmate and correct
decision. _

MARK COLVIN: How did this ......

GRAHAM CHITTLEBOROUGH' ~ Now how did profess1onals manage to
- work in that sort of 31tuatlon° . A

MARK COLVIN:_ Senior CALM officers say that, foresters or not,
they're scientists too, and what's more, scientists who care
- about the env1ronment ' ‘

Above all, they say, CALM has the expertlse to handle the job.

How can you be s0 sure that you know that much about the
ecosystem? :

ALAN WALKER - CALM

ALAN WALKER: Twenty five years of research into the plants
-and animals of the karri forest, done by scientists who are
highly qualified in what they do, have shown us that, in fact
all of the plant species and all of the animal species, which
occur in the old growth karri forest are represented in the
regrowth karri forest

So there is absolutely no cause for concern, in respect to the
: conservatlon of flora and fauna ' : :

GRAHAM CHITTLEBOROUGH: I can't imagine the scientists within
CALM saylng they understand the ecosystem enough to manage it.

MARK COLVIN: Do we know enough about the forest ecosystem to
be as confident as CALM isg, about managlng it?

GRAHAM CHITTLEBOROUGH: I think for timber production
purposes, they. have. a fairly good base -for working. But in
terms of trying to-sustain an ecosystem, which, can be kept in
perpetuity, with the increasing '~ pressures, not. only of
forestry and woodchip extraction, but of, other uses, tourism
and of wildflower gatherers and = all . the other competlng
forces, then I think we're still on the learning curve
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MARK COLVIN: What ever the scientific arguments, money talks
louder. The need to feed the timber industry s appetite for
wood, 1is abound to be a driving force in CALM's thinking about
how to manage the forest.

Much of the remaining old growth timber in the south west
forests, is now locked away in national parks. The creation of
new parks, has increased the pressure to over-ride
environmental arguments in logging the State forests that are
left. :

Bunnings say, - that in plants like this, they're adding more
value to the timber, but they still need vast quantities of
raw material. '

. That demand has demonstrably influenced CALM, for instance in
its plan to halve the wildlife corridors along roads -and
rivers.

In the Department's own newspaper CALM's Executive Director

wrote that one consideration in the plan to log those reserves

along roads and streams, was how to maintain contractual

arrangements with the timber industry, following the decision
to reserve the Shannon Basin as a national park.

Now, however, he denies that that's even a consideration.

SYD SHEA:  No, we don't need more timber at all, no, what the
Government says to us, and the community has said to us, for
our timber strategy and our forest management plans, that we
struck the right balance

Now if in fact the Government decides or the community through
the Government decides, that they want to change the ratio, .
then we will increase the reserve system.

But I've got to tell you, can I, can I e
MARK COLVIN: You said yourself in CALM News that one of the

reasons behind this, was that there was a need for more
timber. N
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SYD SHEA: No I didn't, no I didn't say that-at all.

. VOICE O?ER PROMOTIONAL ViDEO: ' CALM has adopted a consensus

approach, recognising that success depends on community
support, : :

MARK COLVIN: The glossy image CALM shows the world, is one of
openness, and accessibility. 1In real llfe, the Department
maintains an iron-grip on information. ‘ '

Even the Australian Heritage Commission, Canberra's watch dog
on our.natural treasures, can't get the data it needs.

RECEPTIONIST AT CALM: Good afternoon, Conservation and Land
Management. ' - . -

MARK COEVIN' Paul Llewellyn, was one Heritage Commission
consultant who. trled _ . ’

His task was to identify . heritage areas in the south west
forest, he needed CALM to give him facts and figures, about
the forest it controls. :

PAUL LLEWELLYN: ..... where, I was in Manjimup, which is in
the south west, and I called into the local CALM office, to,
on a courtesy call, to say I was in the area and I was doing
some heritage work, and, you know, I didn't want 1nformatlon‘
but ‘I just wanted to tell them I was there.

I then proceeded, like for a one and half or two hour drive
down. the South West nghway to Walpole, and when I arrived at
Walpole, the Officer in Charge there - said, look I'm sorry I.
can't talk to you, I have a Ministerial directive not to talk
to you. ' :

And clearly what had happened, was that in the time that it
took me to drive down there, they'd phoned up the Mlnlster, in
the head offlce, and there d been thlS directive not ‘to talk
to me. o

MARK COLVIN: Fast work.
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PAUL LLEWELLYN: Fast work.

MARK COLVIN: Paul Llewellyn, literally had to go into orbit.
to get the information he needed. Some of the data he was
after was obtainable, by careful inspection of satellite
images. ' ~ '

_ But a great deal of what the Heritage Commission' needed to
know, was simply inaccessible. CALM didn't want to release it, .
so it stayed a secret.

PAUL LLEWELLYN: The information simply wasn't made available,
and .I made it clear, throughout the report. The report as a
matter of fact, has never been released, o

It was supposed to be a public document, or, well it was
supposed to be a document directed to the Heritage Comm1ss1on,
and then for public consumption.

And it was intended to draw together all the nominations of
'National Estate Forest, into one coherent statement, because
that hadn't ever been done in Western Australia

As a result, the report simply didn't see the llght of day,
and I've Stlll got coples on.my desk right here.

MARK COLVIN: ' Even where there's obvious ‘heritage value,
forest is not immune. , : S

This is Hawke Block,. interim list by the Heritage Commission.
These are small regrowth trees, because Jjust after it was
- listed, four years-ago, this area was clearfelled..

SYD SHEA: Now the Australian Heritage Commission, has said,
quite clearly to us, in correspondence to my Minister, and to
me, that they're not in the business of land use decision
making. What they're saying, 1is 1listing things for the
National Estate. R : :

MARK COLVIN: With respect, the average Joe, as you put  it,
surely would assume, that if something is llsted as National
Heritage, then yOu wouldn t clearfell 1t9

SYD SHEA: Well that's, "Four Corners" can really do a great .
service to the average person in the community, and explain
what the Australian Heritage Commission says, quite clearly.
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MARK COLVIN: But you've told me what the Australlan Herltage
Commission says you can do within the law.

_ What I'm saylng is, common,sense-surely would dictate, that if
it's part of the National Heritage, you wouldn't go in and
clearfell it? ' ‘ :

SYD SHEA: Common misunderstanding.

MARK COLVIN: Common misunderstanding, or common sense? The
Australian Heritage Commission, is still” trying to - improve
relations with CALM, and they declined to be interviewed on

camera
: %

" "Four Corners" understands however, that the Commission 'has
been waiting. for two years, for information on areas on the
south west. s ' *

"The Comm1351on is concerned, angry and frustrated over delays
in cooperatlon from CALM, they' re not the only ones. :

JOHN BRIGGS: So we're looking for all the more features that
are available at the time, also one wants to record habitat
information ....... ‘ B

MARK COLVINi " John Briggs, ‘and John Leigh, are CSIRO
Botanists, who compile ' Australia's most comprehensive and
respected register of the country's rarest flora.

But publication of their major reference work was held up for
18 months because CALM wouldn't cooperate.

Only Western Australia insisted on putting in it's own lower
estimates for endangered and vulnerable plants.

'JOHN LEIGH: Theredare approximately 1400'species.as a real
threat, and from Western Australia and over a thousand of
those have been categorised by CALM as being poorly-known.

Now we believe that the information is perhaps not as
deficient as that. '

MARK COLVIN: And if they are classified the way you have them
classified, then they'll obv1ously have to get more attention
than they re gettlng now. :
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JOHN LEIGH: Well we would hope that would be the case.

MARK COLVIN: The two CSIRO Botanists were also forced to
leave pages of blank columns, where they should have recorded
the locations of Western Australia's threatened flora..

It's not Jjust a dry academic argument, it has profound
affects, on preserving rare species.

Briggs and Leigh quote figures showing that 15 per cent of the
world's endangered plants are in Australia, and 45 per cent of
those are in the west. Obstruction from CALM 1is a real
problem. '

-JOHN LEIGH: Yes it has real practical wvalue, 1t relates to
the planning and environmental impact statements, throughout
Australia. For example, if a species is categorised nationally
as endangered, then that particular area on which that species
grows, should receive special attention, and, um, development
should be planned sympathetically.

" MARK COLVIN: So, if there are blank spaces on huge amounts of
information, if there are disagreements about what's
endangered, what's rare, what's extinct, then that's going to
‘have practical effects too? ' o

JOHN LEIGH: Yes I do believe so, for example, we believe that
the species which are coded as endangered and vulnerable in
Western Australia, should receive the highest priority for
survey and research, ' ST .

SYD SHEA: Within Western Australia, there is a very, very
complex flora and fauna, and I guess, you're probably aware,
since you've been here, Western Australians are very, very
proud of their Knowledge, and I suppose it's fair enough to
Say ...

MARK COLVIN: Well why not share the knowledge with the CSIRO,
of all people?

SYD SHEA: Well we do, we do share the knowledge, I dispute
entirely that we have not shared the knowledge. v _

MARK COLVIN: But why then, has the CSIRO's report got blanks
in it where ..... co :
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SYD SHEA: Well, has, has the CSIRO complalned to you, that
CALM has in any way, w1thheld 1nformatlon°

MARK COLVIN: Some-scientists believe, that if they_don't get
the kind of cooperation they need from CALM, it's because
they're effectively talking a different language. ‘

~ According to this school of thought, CALM even sees basic

definitions, through timber coloured spectacles.

Let me give.you a quote, a CALM quote, "the definition of a

mature forest, is the state at which a stand best fulflls the
main purpose, of loading onto a haulage vehicle".

Now is that an env1ronmentallst s definition, or i1is it a
forester's definition?

‘ALAN WALKER: That's a well known misprint, in a document,

which has been corrected,‘ahd I think it's really irrelevant
to raise it. L '

MARK COLVIN: Why?

'ALAN WALKER: = Because it was a misprint, it was never intended

to be there.

MARK"COLVIN: Well wﬁatewas it intended to say? -

ALAN WALKER: . I think, um, without knowing the author of that
document, um, what it would have beén intended to say was,:
that a mature forest, is a forest which has grown to an age,
which ‘allows all of the values that a forest provides, to be

optlmlsed :

‘From timbér production, through to the other values of

recreation and wildlife and conservation.

MARK COLVIN: So it was a mlstake that it should have gone
1nto the Road, River and Stream Reserve Report'>

ALAN WALKER: I think the éviderice ‘has shown that this was a
misprint, and that it's been corrected subsequently.



23

MARK COLVIN: 1It's an awful lot of words to have a misprint, a
misprint is usually what happens when, you know, one letter
gets, or one word gets put out of place.

ALAN WALKER: Yes, I think it's really trivial that we're
talking about this, but if you want to know the exact reason,
the typist, looked down to the same set of words, further down
the page, and found that she had, which often happens with
typists, 1s that they pick up on a sentence, which was
relating to a previous one above. I

And, um and that's the explanation for how that misprint
occurred. : ' : '

MARK COLVIN: There's no denylng that CALM. has been highly
unrealistic about the logs it grows.

Until very recently, logs like this, were left in the forest
to rot or be burnt, you couldn't use them, even if you wanted
to,-CALM just refused to sell them

Tony: Drake tried for six years to get hold of these residue
logs. It was only after he'd invested tens of  thousands of
dollars in a special horlzontal handsaw of hlS own dev1s1ng,
that CALM relented. : :

. Increasingly frustrated, \by the way he's Dbeen frozen out,
while Bunnings pays cheap royalties, Tony Drake now says the
Government has to act courageously,'and make them pay a. fair

price. : \ .

TONY DRAKE: I mean, Bunnings.have:said things in the past,
like if you increase the royalties that much, it'll mean, this
mill will close, and hundreds of people will be out of'a job.

"And- the .- Government s not prepared to take that on board. They,
'they ve called their bluff. , o

MARK COLVIN: What would they, what would happen if they did
call the. bluff? . : _ PO

TONY DRAKE: Well, I mean, if the Government was silly enough
to be so radical, as to do it all in one hit, I mean, it might
happen, I mean the worst that then would follow, would be that
you'd have hundreds of people . unemployed for a few months,
until "CALM decided to sell that wood to some new industry
people, who would  then re-employ the ones that were put off
work. - : '
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‘To get .higher recoveries, ,you actually have to employ more
people-in the long term. '

MARK COLVIN: After  decades of protection, - Bunnings is
extremely resistant to the idea of having to pay a free market
.price for tlmber :

BOB BUNNING: Well, you've got a total uncertainty, if for a
source, every year, the future of your business depended upon
you putting up your hand at an ‘auction, you wouldn't have a
business.

But, what about the peOple, you Kknow, our company employs,
3500 people, and about 2500 depend upon forest industry.

MARK COLVIN: The jobs that are supported’ by protectlng the
industry, are. exceptlonally lowly paid.

The Timber Industry Award is one of Australia's lowest. Many -
Bunnlngs' workers are below the poverty llne

v It means_Federal Government Family Welfare Payments, topping
up the incomes of the poorest, amount to yet another hidden
subsidy for. the industry. ' ‘

Western . Australia's Parks and - Wildlife, 1like Western
Australia's trees, are effectively in the hands of one man;
Syd Shea, a public servant, who's already out-lasted several -
of his Ministers. : '

Shea is widely acknowledged as the real . power in the State's
forests. He wields considerable clout in the ruling Labor
Party, and he has the pollt1c1an s knack of kissing bables
when there's a camera about. ‘

But' when the Resource Assessment Commission comes over from
Canberra, Syd Shea may have under-estimated what he's dealing
with. ‘ .

SYD SHEA: We've had the Resource Assessment Commission, not
all the Commissioners, but a Commissioner and their staff, -and
we took them through the forest, much of the forest that you
saw today, they acclalm what they saw.



25

MARK COLVIN: They acclaimed it?
SYD SHEA: Yes.

MARK COLVIN: That's news to the Commission. Their Perth
public hearings won't even begin till September.

The Commission told "Four Corners" that it had not reached a
conclusion, or issued a report, on the way the forests are
managed in Western Australia.

When the Resource Assessment Commission spotlights the forests
of the south west, CALM is going to have to Jjustify its
logging policies, like it or not.

The Commission is not there to make the judgement of Solomon,
trees or jobs.

Its task is to decide whether the use of the forests is in the
country's interest, and especially whether it makes ‘economic
sense. '

What CALM is going to have prove, 1s that pouring millions of
dollars of tax-payers money each year, into a giant, State
subsidised timber company, is the right way to manage the

precious hardwood resources of Australia's south west. '

ANDREW OLLEY: Mark Colvin in the wild west. His story was
inflaming local sensitivities, incidentally, even before the
script was complete. :

The South West Timber Workers Union, which covers many
Bunnings workers in the area, last week declared a black ban
on Tony Drake, the lone sawmiller in Mark's report.

The reason, his participation in tonight's "Four Corners",
together with some statements he's made to the local media,
about forest management.

The Union did seem to relent, after an editorial in The West
Australian, condemning abuse of union power,
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But their Secretary told "Four Corners" he supported the black
ban, and it could be reimposed.

Syd Shea, the Departmental Head, has also taken a dim view of
the program. In anticipation, he put out a press release
today, saying he feared it would not show the same depth and
insight, as a program. screened by.the local commercial station
last night. : _

According to Dr Shea, the Sydney based "Four Corners" crew,
arrived in Western Australia for a fleeting wvisit, spent mos
of the time with extreme preservationists, and appear to ha¥a

written the script before they left Sydney.

Well now that the story has in fact been completed, YOu can be
your own judge._ ' :

See you next Monday night at 8.30 pm, until then, good night.



Appendix 2.

Transcript of Four Corners interview
with Dr Syd Shea, 4 June 1990.



Four CORNERS

Dr Syd Shea

4TH June 1990

ABC INTERVIEWER: Sell me your department - how does CALM differ in
its timber management from other states?

DR. SHEA: 1 think you’d put CALM in the context of its whole operations.
We're quite a unique department in that we manage 18 million hectares of land
throughout Western Australia - from crocodiles in the North to beautiful
marine parks to Karri forests which you’ve seen, to the desert - and so it’s an
integrated agency

And T guess I wouldn’t make any comparisons with other agencies in Eastern
Australia except that basic one - but I can say what we’re committed to with
our department, is the concept of public participation in deciding what should
happen to that land.

We take a very, might be a different view from some people I certainly
strongly feel that we’re in a very privileged position with managers with skills,
but our job is to provide professional management. We don’t manage the land
for ourselves, we manage it for the community.

It’s true to say that there are a whole range of different constituencies within
“the community -but it’s the job of the politicians, the government of the day
in the end to tell us what sort of management they want. Now, we can help
them to get public participation. ’

It’s very important point of our philosophy that we have in our department -

L Professionalism which I'm very proud of!
2. Commitment - to the principle that this land is the peoples’
land, and what they want is what we do:



ABC INTERVIEWER: Do you think you differ from other states in
Australia? '

DR. SHEA: =~ Well I don’t know, I'm not terribly familiar - I know that we
differ to the extent that we are an integrated agency, and this is a tremendous
advantage because we can have a tremendous diversity of skills.

You know for example, in our Corporate Executive we sit ‘around the table,
T've got the access to Biologists, top-class Communication experts, Foresters,
Marine Scientists - and that flows right through the organisation, so that for
example, we're currently carrying out a program in the Desert which I think
is the most exciting conservation program that’s probably this century.

And, it’s only been made possible because ‘we've combined the skills of good

. administrators, superb Biologists, people who can work with Aboriginals, and

people who can manage fire. Now all that comes from all different parts of
the Department. '

ABC INTERVIEWER: Yet, in the South-west Forests in particular, you
are beginning to come under fairly concentrated fire from the Conservation

~ Movement.

DR. SHEA:  Well, it depends what you define the -Conservation Movement
is - the other thing that I think it is important to realise, and I think in the
video that we showed you with David Bellamy’s assessment-of what we're
about, is the first thing he says is that is requirement to meet all the different
constituencies. ’ .

The second thing he says is that it’s important in the first step to set aside the:
jewels of forest, and  we’ve done that - ' '

ABC INTERVIEWER: The ACF is showing e\}ery signs of making the
Jarrah forests.... .



DR. SHEA: = Can I just finish....? - Can I finish David Bellamy’s trilogy of
things because it's very important? ~ The third thing is, and it's key to this
question that you asked me is that the way to reconcile these dlfferent and
often conflicting constituencies is by good management.

s

So, while it's true to say, and quite frankly it would be very sad if we didn’t
have people disagreeing within themselves and also with the Department, = I

don’t think it’s fair to say that the Conservation Movement in block is opposed '
to us, certainly-cause I don’t define the Conservation Movement very narrowly.

ABC INTERVIEWER: s it fair to say, as David Bellamy says then that
the Greenies are ‘behind you? ' :

DR. SHEA:  Well certainly I think a very significant proportion of, depending
-on. what you call'4 "Greenie” - I call a Grecnie a person, -an ordinary Joe
who’s concerned . about- using the forests .and is concerned about future
generations. : '

Now if you combine those two- things, then to me, he’s a "Greenie”, or a
“Conservationist”, and those -people I.think - support us in the fact as reflected
in the response to our Forest Management Plans. We had a fantastic response
from a whole range .of people from the “brown” side if you hke but also
through all to the general community the ‘green side.

ABC INTERVIEWER: But the fact remains that the ACF is making the
Jarrah Forests a major plank in its strategy for the goming year or two.

DR. SHEA: 1 mean, I'm not familiar 'm sorry, I don’t delve into the politics
‘of the ACF. - What I can tell you is that my responsibilities as a public
servant is to the people of Western® Australia today, and the future. -

And certainly -the fecd-back that we get from the people that use the forests;
and - certainly recreationists. and certainly the conscrvationists, we get very
tremendous positive feed-back, but also we obviously get pcople who. dlsagrce
but that’s their right, and of course it kceps us on our tocs.-



I'm a great believer in tremendous dictum is that all power corrupts .and
absolute power corrupts absolutely.  Now the solution to that is, both for
politicians and bureaucrats, like you and me, is to have = and you're a
- bureaucrat too - the ABC is a bureacracy - : . o

ABC INTERVIEWER: ~ I'm a humble reporter.

DR. SHEA: I'm a humble CALM officer, very good, but we're bureaucrats,
and the answer to that; dictum is .to have, a very good number of people
outside who -intelligently criticise - I think it would be very sad if we didn’t
have-that - and in part of that criticism of course some of the negative things .
come home but, as I say, when they stop that’s when I worry.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Do you welcome criticism?

DR. SHEA: Oh certainly. I think it’s very healthy. - .I welcome criticism
within the organisation, and I certainly welcome it outside, and I think you're
“ina "fools paradise” if you believe that you're going to have in a democratic
society, universal support for what your doing.

I.mc,ah, after all ét thc end of the day Jesus Christ, had four of his disciples
didn’t support him. Now: it would be really egotistical of us to believe thal
. we could carry. everybody with us. :

But what we've got to be is honest and what we've got to do is llsten - and
L certamly listen, I mean I'd like to say pubhcly that I am honest '

ABC INTERVIEWER: Why then is it that the Australian Heritage
Commission, the CSIRO have found it difficult to get 1nformat10n out of the
-.CALM? ‘

DR. SHEA: Well I don’t belicve that’s true. Can I deal with the CSIRO, 1
mean [ worked with the CSIRO over a p_eriod' of 20 years - I have very closc
relationships with the .CSIRO. Dr Maurice Mulcahy was a Senior Officer in
- charge, of the forest section of the CSIRO when I was researcher, and he can
testify to the fact that we set up the most wonderful co-operative program.



ABC INTERVIEWER: . Butlet’s look at the record —:‘_the,_ CSIRO’s report
on Rare and Endangered Specics was hel_d_—up for eighteen months because they
couldn’t get the facts and figures out of you, and then,

DR SHEA: But -

!

- ABC INTERVLEWER and then, when 1t finally did come out -

DR. SHEA: Bﬁt I'm sorry -

there was a different type of set of figures -

ABC INTERVIEWER:

" DR. SHEA: I'm isorry -

ABC INTERVIEWER: there were blanks all over the report.

DR. SHEA: TI'm sorry I don’t think that’s theilrvecord - I don’t think that’s
the record at all. . v i,

"ABC INTERVIEWER: - Are you telling me - ?

DR. SHEA:  Well the record simply is, is that certainly before aniything gets
to me is that scientists will argue about the scientific validity of.a proposition.
There’s no censorship in terms of the administration.

ABC INTERVIEWER:‘ * Why has Western Australian been differ_ent from
all- the other states?

DR. SHEA: Tl tell you one of the reasons why Western Australia might
have been different in this issue, I don’t certainly know the details, is that in
Western Australia there is a very, very complex flora and. fauna.



And T guess you’ll probably know since you’ve been here, Western Australians
are very very proud of their knowledge and I suppose it's fair enough to say -

ABC INTERVIEWER: Well why not share the knowledge of the CSIRO?

DR. SHEA: ~ But we do - we do share the knowledge - now I dlspute
entirely that we have not shared the knowledge -

ABC IN'I‘ERVIEWI‘R - But why then has the CSIRQO's report got blanks
in it? .

DR SHEA. As 1 said, has the CSIRO complained to you that CALM has
in any ‘'way withheld information I'd like to see it?

ABC INTERVIEWER: = We'll be talking to the CSIRO about it indeed.

DR. SHEA: Ask them - just ask them, because if there is, it certainly hash’t_
come to my notice, as I say, look at my track record as a scientist before in
my previous life, I worked very closely with the CSIRO.

In fact, even today we were working very closely with the CSIRO on a whole
range of projects, and at the administrative level, I'm looking forward to
working with the CSIRO to see if we can get a Co- 0perat1ve Research Centre
here in Western Australia.

You see, one of the problems I've got to say about the local politics, with
respect to CSIRO, is not, that we don’t want to work with them, we think
we’ve been short changed, we don’t get enough CSIRO research over here, we
want more! '

. ABC INTI‘RVIFWER LLook at the Australlan Heritage Commlssmn now.
A few years ago we had a man called Paul Llewellyn who was working for
them, trying to draw-up a register of heritage areas, and he says that therc is
a total lack of co-operation from CALM.



DR. SHEA:  Well I think that is totally incorrect, because there was a stage
where my Minister said, because the Australian Heritage Commission had not
even advised my Minister, that they’d hire a Consultant, there was a stage
where - he was concerned about that. ' '

But Ive got to tell you that the Chairman of the Australian Heritage
Commission, Mr Galvin, in the office with my Minister acknowledged that that
wasn’t the way to go, and subsequently, we are in fact right now working with
the Australian Heritage Commission tovget’a proper, professional evaluation.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Why has’ that process of consultation with the
Herltage Commlssmn taken two years? . : :

DR SHEA: Well I think the Heritage Commission hadlots of things to do.

ABC INTERVIEWER: ~ But it's nothing to do with CALM foot-dragging

DR. SHEA: 'No, not at all. _The Australian Heritage Cdmm,is'sioﬁh came back .
quite recently just several weeks ago, and we had a very constructive and

.positive meeting in seeing ways ‘in which we can approach resolving their

requirements for dat4, and certainly we saw advantage in that.

Just the other vday' I had é letter frofn the Managér of the Australian ‘Heritage

Commission - I don’t sce any difficulty at all, but if there were, the
Australian Heritage Commission, reflected in'its increase in fundings, had

- great difficulties because of the demands that have been placed on 1t hstmg

large numbers in the arcas to meet all of its requirements.

But as far as this State’s concerned, provided that the exercise is done with

~mutual co-operation, which it is, in- contrast with initial stages when - the

- Consultant was placed without any knowledge of the State government, so you -

can understand the State government being a bit concerned that someone who's
working in the State without their knowledge -  but that has been
acknowledged by Mr Galyin as an mcorrect ‘approach, and we accept that and
we're workmg very positively with them. :



ABC INTERVIEWER: Isn’t the result of the delay on Heritage Listing,
that you can go on cutting?  For instance, we’ve seen the result of the clear-
felling a few ‘years ago in Hawke Block in’an interim Herltage Area "»We’ve»
seen just very recent cuttlng in Beavis West

DR. SHEA: TI'll go over last one first, because Beavis West was not a logging
operation to per se - I mean what that opcrdtlon in Beavis West was about,
was to protect it.

It’s an operation where we take down stag trees so that we don’t get dangerous
- wildfires. :

Can I then deal with the question of Natlonal Estate - the areas that are
listed in the Natlonal Estate we are certainly logging in.

But I have clear numerous letters from the Australian Heritage Commission
which says quite clearly that logging in National Estate areas is not necessarlly
something that concerns them - :

ABC INTERVIEWER: Nobody’s saying that it’s illegal - but should they -
be clear- fellmg, on the Hawkc Block could 1t become...

DR. SHEA: = - No that’s not the point, ‘but you've missed the point there.
The Australian Heritage Commission says, and in correspondence to me says,
that because an arca is cven listed on the National Estate, it does not
necessarily preclude logging. ' R ' ‘

ABC IN‘IERVIEWER So you've got carte blanche even in interim
heritage areas? o L ‘ e ‘ terim

DR. SHEA:' We've got carte blanche as ['understand, the Australian Heritage"
Commission in their corréspondence w1th me, to do anythmg Wthh doesnt
1mpact on Natlonal Estate values :

ABC INTERVIEWER: ~Then how cAo_uld clear-felling “not impact on
National ‘Estate values? SR : ARV



DR..SHEA:  Well 1 mean, ask the Austr_alian Heritage Commission, -because
.in their writing to us, they said quite clearly, that the listing of an area for
the National Estate is not-a land use decision,

You see, Mark what we’ve been through in Western Australia, is the most
comprehensive-land use planning exercise in the forest areas ever. carried out
"in Australla with masses of public participation.

Now we think-we've fﬁlfilled and the State government certainly thinks it’s
fulfilled its obligation to:involve the public to decide on the land use issues.

Now the Australian Heritage Commlssmn has said ‘quite clearly to us in
correspondence to my Minister and to me, that they re not in the business of
land use decision making - what they're saying, is llstmg thmgs from .the
National Estate. '

ABC INTERVIEWER:  With respect, the average “Joes” as you put it
surely would. assume that if something is listed as National Heritage, then you
wouldn’t clear-fell it. :

-DR. SHEA: That’s - you can - Four Corners can really do a great service
to the average person ‘in the communlty and explain. what the Australlan
Heritage Commlss1on says quite clearly.’

. ABC INTERVIEWER: But you've told me what the Australian Heritage
Commission says you can do within the law - what I'm saying fis,
commonsense, surely would dictate. : ' ‘ : -

DR. SHEA: = No, no

ABC INTERVIEWER: ' If it’s part of the Natipnal.Heritage you wouldn’t
go in and. clear-fell it. .
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DR. SHEA: Common mlsunderstandmg You see, the whole purpose of
land use plans was to set aside, as David Bellamy said, the Jewels Now, we've
done that - in the Southérn Forest where you've been - : '

ABC lNTERVIEWER: —‘Tli,at’s it, there won’_t',‘be any more national
forests, national parks. ' B '

DR. SHEA: No, I didn’t say that at all. I was going to say that as a
consequencc of our land use management plans in the last three or four years,
we've increased the. national park estate by 500%.

" Now we ve been through that process, now the point I would like to make to
‘you'in terms of the Australlan Heritage Commission, is that what ever might -~

be a misunderstanding in ‘the community, the Australian Heritage Commission
is the one that sets the rules and the definitions.

And it says quite clearly that their exercise isn't a land use planning one,
we've done that. They are listing areas.. So it’s quite different.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Let’s look at your Land Use Plan - let’s look at
the cold quesuon of cuttmg in State forests.

Now its the Karri and Jarrah an extremely valuable resource - everybody
agrees. You would assume that you wouldn’t be cutting down that resource
without good economic reasons. What are those reasons"

DR. SHEA: Thé economic reasons for cutting down the Jarrah and Karri
forests - I think the first thing, we’ve got to do is go back .dnte our basic
principles and how wc opcratc the forest production -side of forest
management. '

The first thing you’ve got to do is to say, as David. Bellamy has said; Is' that
‘'you've got to set aside areas which will remain untouched - as David Bellamy

says, “the Jewels of the forest arc to be set aside”, we’ve done that.
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- The other important thing you’ve got to then say is this, that where you're
‘carrying out forest production in the remainder of the forest, it is only one of |
a number of other uses.

We have the policy of multiple use - and that’s terribly important in terms of
preserving the conservation estate, because by having embedded, the national
- parks and the nature reserves embedded in the forest, surrounded by forest,
which is sympathetically managed, it's a tremendous advantage for
conservation. :

For example, contrast is in the Wheatbelt, where you have remnant vegetation
and you have real problems in sustaining the ecosystems in.those reserve areas.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Let me drag you back to the economic issues.

DR. SHEA: Sure, but I think it’s important to put our management in that
context. S :

ABC INTERVIEWER: Let me take you back to the economic issue -
DR. SHEA:  Yeah, can I tell you -

ABC INTERVIEWER: - is logging intended to make a profit in- Western
Australia? :

DR. SHEA: Can I say that when you're talking about the forest industries
in Western Australia, you're not talking about small cheese.

For example, over the next ten years, in revenue alone, we will be yielding to -
.the State government $1.5 billion.

It employs, the industry employs over 25,000 people - many of them in areas
that you visited, it’s the major employer. -
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In terms of investment to the State, one of the things that we're very very
proud about in terms of CALM’s contribution to the economic story about
forest management, is that we've ensured that the investment of the State as
it relates to production forestry is an excellent one in terms of return on
investment. :

Not- only that, it’s not only sufficient to rejuvenate the forest, which is
absolutely fundamental to our forest management practices, but it makes a
profit for the state.

You achieve this Ma,rk,' by very very substantial increases in royalties.

ABC INTERVIEWER: To quote your Minister - "Royalty is calculated
by using a principle cost of growing. Royalty covers the value of the timber
itself” - why cost?  Why isn’t the state making a big profit out of this very
valuable resource? - :

DR. SHEA: But you've mis-understood some of the fundamental economics
of the way we calculate royalties. You see, if you are investing as a private
citizen as many big people ‘are_doing today in a building society or what-ever,

you'd be lucky to get 14.5% nominal, which means if you take out inflation,

which is'if you take away 8%, 7.5% - we’re in fact getting between 6 and
10% real for the state.

~ In addition to that, we’re regenerating the . forest.

So-in terms of a government investment, because of royalty structure, we stand
very tall and proud.

ABC INTERVIEWER: - You are - the. conservator of -an - extremely
invaluable resource -

DR. SHEA: True!

ABC INTERVIEWER: - which is obviously very highly prized by the
people of this state - Karri and Jarrah. forests. :
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Now, they would expe'ct,kthat you’re going to be getting a decent profit out of
‘that resource - better than you could get from investing elsewhere.

DR. SHEA: Certainly we are, because you're looking at the person who's .
presided over a 500% increase in royalties - for example woodchips, and in .
some cases, some categories of logs over a five year period, a 400% increase
" in royalties.

ABC INTERVIEWER: - But your own Minister says that the royalties are
calculated using a cost principle. ‘

DR. SHEA: Of course, that’s the first step in calculating the royaltles but
we must get what it cost to replace the forest, but -

ABC INTERVIEWER: - making a profit?

DR. SHEA:  Yes of course we are! Of course we are! - because as I've said
to you quite clearly, is that the profit we make is in the rate of return that
we get from the money we borrow.

ABC INTERVIEWER: ~ - Then you haven’t been making a profit in the ~
~ fairly recent past. ' ' . :

DR. SHEA: That's untrue! Who told you that? -

ABC INTERVIEWER: I medn you've just told me - you've told me .
yourself that the profits you are talking about are the results of 'reforms
1nst1tuted by you. :

DR. SHEA: Certainly, but we're talking about a five year period Now, . I
cannot be responsible, nor would I denigrate what people have done in the
past because it was a different env1ronment

‘What .you’re asking me, Mark, is what CALM has done, ‘and what CALM has
done in five years, with the strong support of the Government - and that’s -
something. of course that you might like to ask is - what might have been
missing in the past - with the strong support of government, (cont.. /14)
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we have increased royalties, in some cases 500%, now that’s a remarkable

achievement, and I can tell you, it was one my first objectives, was to make
sure that not only did we receive sufficient funds to regenerate and replace
the forest, but also that there. was a significant proflt for the commumty, and
we've done it. : :

ABC INTERVIEWER: The implication has to be that the timber industry
has been getting an exceptionally, easy ride economically.. :

DR. SHEA: Well I mean what happeried in the past in times when
the timber prices. were different, and efficiencies were different - it’s
something you would have to ask those people about.

All T can tell you is this - in the last five years, the timber industry has
experienced massive increases in the price of its timber, and I can tell you
categorically that the way we calculate royalties is not only to cnsurc that
we’ve:got the money to replace the forest, and the forest then will be used by

- everybody, but also ‘that the community makes a profit.

And we’ve done that by increasing royalties by massive amounts. - Tell me

- any other a commodity price that’s increased 500% in five years.

ABC INTERVIEWER Why don’t you charge them the market amount?

DR. SHEA. -The market amount is charged at the margins. - You see one of
the dlfflcultles that we have - '

ABC INTERVIEWER:  Well why not right across the board?

DR. SHEA: If in fact that is the market rate -

ABC IN'IfERVl]EWER: \'yrv HO\}Q would you know?
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DR.SHEA:  Because we do test the market at various times.

ABC INTERVIEWER: And when you do, you get $70.00 for first-grade
Karri logs.. '

DR. SHEA:  Yeah - but of course - no, we get $70.00 premium-grade Karri
logs, and of course when we test the market, you also would be conscious of
"~ the fact that you’re testing the marketing at the margin - it's a margmmg
‘market

- ABC INTERVIEWER: So it’s not a fair test?

DR. SHEA: It’s a contributing factor to our assessment of what the proper

. price for logs is, because. the other market price, which is a real market price, -
: that you've got to be awdre of is that thlS State, and thére’s other States is
“subject to competmg w1th logs “imported from other parts of the world

ABC'INTERVIEWER:! . But why don’t you move towards an open market
in timber? ’ : I T e .

DR. SHEA: But we are. moving towards an open market - I find it an
“extraordinary questlon because in fact we've conducted a massive numbers of
tenders and auctions sincé the timber strategy was introduced.

.Z_ABC INTERVIEWER . Buta huge majorlty of the tlmber that Bunnmgs
“buys is not bought at tender or at auction.

DR. SHEA: A very s'i_gnific:ant portion of it i.‘s, and of course -

B '

ABC INTERVIBWER:  Of course a fuge majority is not.



DR. SHEA: But the price: for_whiehbthey are paid for that part that they
don’t tender for, of course reflects what we've obtained.  For example, we
had two very large tenders for Karri regrowth - open tenders.

And Bunnings tendered $23.00 Obviously ‘when they tendered $23.00 that
price was reflected in the review of the other royaltles At a later tender we
- obtained hlgher prices for regrowth

That was factored into our calculatlons of the -average pr1ce of royalty for all
saw mills, not just Bunnings.

ABC INTERVIEWER: But -

'DR._SHEA; But the.out and out is this, that we'have increased timber prices
in some cases by 500%. Now you tell me another commodity in that period
of time that has enjoyed that sort of pl‘lCC increase and survived.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Would you agree with .the , proposition that
Bunmngs has grown to . quasi monopoly proportions on large government
subsidies provided by undcr -pricing of timber?

':'DR SHEA. No I won't ag,ree with. that at all - Im not here to defend
Bunnings or- any part of the tlmber mdustry, let me make that clear.

~ What I'd say to you IS that the Bunnings situation, where it has a significant
‘proportion resource, has been acqulred by market forces not govcrnmcnt
forces.

‘In fact, what happened prior to CALM, way prior to CALM, was that when
Bunnings originally wasn’t the -dominant company in the market, when other
companies failed, just in thc same way as we 've seen people fail today in your
industry, and ‘being taken over, so that is what happened in timber industry.

It was the market - that wasn’t the Government.
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ABC INTERVIEWER: But how could Bunnings have got where it is now
to 90% dommance of the hardwood market? - without subsidy of its raw
material.

DR. SHEA: Can I suggest to you that analogics with your own industry, as
I understand, of today or tomorrow that Kerry Packer will be entering back
into your industry by buylng out another proprietor who, for what ever reason
was inefficient. :

Now that’s exactly the same way that Buhnings acquired its quasi dominance
or its dominance in the market, because the -pcople that Bunnings bought the
timber off, bought the compdmes off, had the same pI‘lCCS that Bunnmgs were

paying.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Let me put it to you that if you're trying to
manage a resource, and there’s .a company that has 90% dominance of that
market, then you can talk as much as you like about getting’ back to market
price, but. that company 1s so monopollstlc so dominant, that you will never
be able to- estabhsh a market.

DR. SHEA: Can I make two pomts to you - first of all you should clanfy '
your facts, is Lhdt Bunnings docs not have 90% dominance -

ABC INTERVIEWER: Well that’s not what the Stock Market says -
_that’s not - what the Stock Market cvaluation of Bunnings is.

DR. SHEA: I'm telling you that in terms of resource, Bunhi‘vngs doesn’t have
90% of the resource. But I can tell you that there’s another monopoly in this-
game, and it is a monopoly I'm sure you will agree with. .

The monopoly is Government - this industry is totally ‘socialised in its
supplying of logs, and it cannot bc any other way, because what citizen of
Australia would want private _c:t)mpanies to manage native forests? :

We have an absolute 'm'onopoly of the native forests.
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ABC INTERVIEWER: That doesn’t address the.question - that why...
DR. SHEA: But it does address the question

ABC INTERVIEWER: the Government doesn’t put the timber that it
puts on for the market on the open market. o

DR SHEA: But it does it does put a significant proportlon of the tlmber

~ on the open market over periods of time.

For example I've just told you.that we had two massive tenders ‘for regrowth
Karrl - that s the new forrest

But you see, if we .put all of the timber on the open market tomorrow, we
would do what happened - had of what happened in North America on the
West Coast, ‘is that wc would get extraordinary good prices for a ycar, then
their whole industry would then become chaotic, and there would be massive
unemployment. : '

What we’ve chosen to do, and I think you’ll agree, is something which is an
intelligent way of approaching the situation, is to have a blend of the existing
- system of .allocation with increasing -proportions over time of the resource
being put on the market. :

You see, Mark, it would be casy for me to take the easy route out, and say
the: 51mp1est solution to this problem is not going to any complex calculatxons
- we'll just’ throw 11 all on. the market.

But by doing that, I would create chaos - I wouldn’t suffer - ABC journalists
wouldn’t suffer, but ordinary people down in those towns who depend on thc1r
jobs for a stable tlmber industry would be out of a JOb
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Now I'm not prepared to do that.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Do you know what Bunnings pays its workers?

DR. SHEA: I know what Bunnings pays its workers, it’s the same because
* they are under awards, it pays its workers the same as every other componcnt
of the timber industry and comparative other industries. '

ABC INTERVIEWER: They’re not far off the poverty line - do you
think you're really doing them a favour by continuing to prop up the
industry? : S

DR. SHEA: Can I suggest to you, one of the difficulties that people like you .
and I face in terms of evaluating what we get for a salary, is that we think
everybody deserves the sort of salary that we get.

Unfortunately, and increasingly the community’s beginning to realise that’s
not possible. At least these people have a job. The thing that I don’t want
to do-is put them on the dole, and not only remove a significant proportion
of their salary, to remove their dignity and pride.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Let me tell you a story which was told to us, and
I've confirmed it with a number of small saw mills about a contract, a tender
late last year for small saw logs in which a number of small saw millers bid
about 19 or 20 dollars, and they all say that that was incredibly close to the -
that was a very very tight margin of profit for them.

L]

‘Bunnings came in and got the tender with 13 dollars per cubic metre. Now
I'm not asking you to comment on the precisc case if you don’t know about
it - but isn’t that what we're talking about in terms of monopoly! ‘



. 20.

DR. SHEA: Can I talk about this in a very precise way and say, that [ want
from you - and I want this down on record; the details of that, because that
is a criminal charge.

That is a criminal charge against my staff, and other people in the industry,

ABC INTERVIEWER: Why is that a criminal charge?

DR. SHEA: - because thaf breaks - Western Australian. Tender Board
Legislation. ‘ : :

I want to refer this to the West Australian Corruption Commission.
ABC INTERVIEWER: Why is this -

DR. SHEA: Because it is impossible in a tender operation for us to give the
logs to a lower tender. Now if you can provide the information, I want it
for the Western Australian Corruption Commission.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Your saying that -

DR. SHEA: Can we have it?  Can we have the people who made the
charge? o -

ABC INTERVIEWER: A - A number of them spoke to me right off the
record, I can’t breach their confidence.

DR. SHEA: 1 mean you'rc making the-charge to me, and it’s a very serious
charge -I'm serious - I'm quite serious - make sure we're recording this -
because that is a charge - that is a criminal charge.
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ABC INTERVIEWER: Why is 1t corrupt crrmrnal charge to accept a
cheaper - that’s the whole point of auction isn’t’ it?

‘DR. SHEA: No, but you cannot - we could not grve a - the lower tender -
or the lower person.

ABC INTERVIEWER - No, I'm sorry - start again - I'm talking about
“a haulage contract. Bu_nn'mgs' are talking about hauling it out for 13 dollars.

DR. SHEA: I thought you were saying, I mean gosh that’s really serious!
ABC INTERVIEWER: ~ No, what I'm talking about -

DR. SHEA: That’s ‘upset me - I've got to have a break for that - cos'rhat
really upsets me if you charge corruption -

ABC INTERVIEWER: = No, no, no you've, you've -

ABC INTERVIEWER: - Are you not now in a situation where Bunnings
is s0 big and so dominant that it can simply under-cut any time it wants the
small operators and -prevent them from ever getting into areas of the market
that Bunnings doesn’t want L}le'm to get into?

DR. SHEA:  Well that’s not true, I will give you two examples for example -

in terms of tendering for first-grade premium logs - the best logs in the
forest, Bunnings didn’t win it - in fact Tony Drake is a significant bencficiary
- of the latest tender, and you mentioned earller the question of loggmg,
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You see the thing is that for the first time we’ve opened the logging system
to tenders and it's quite true to say that Bunnings won some, but they didn’t
win all. -

For the first time, we've introduced the market into these critical areas, and
one can argue about the market, but people can’t have it both ways We've
mtroduced a fair market situation: :

If Bunnings, and it’s not only Bunnings, but other operators are more.efficient
than some of the people you 've talked to, I'm sorry, that’s the market
operating. .

ABC INTERVIEWER: - But -isn’t - aren’t they more efficient simply -
because they're so big, they become giants and can squash anybody else
underfoot effectwely” :

.DR. SHEA: In some areas that might be true, but in other areas that is not
so, and that’s reflected in for example the results of our tendering for logging, .
is that they have won tenders in some areas because they have an- ex1sung
_mdustry with existing equipment.

But there are very, very significant other players who have come into the
industry who have won those tenders: So it’s not true to say that they're
totally dominant - either the logging or.in the tender system. - As I said, they
didn’t win. ' : :

ABC INTERVIEWER:  Can you realistically look ahead ten years from
now and say that Bunnings won’t still be as dominant or even more dominant ’
than it is now?

DR. SHEA: Well you see it's not my right, nor should it be as a Public
Servant, to interfere drastically with the market.  What I have tried to do, with
the strong support of my Ministers and this Government, is to make sure that
the market i§ fair and that, I think:is a major achievement. I'm very very
pleased and proud how we have been able to help the small sawmillers for
example. You see, before the Timber Strategy and the Forest Management
Plans they had no security of anytimber. -Now we’'ve provided them with
‘security, but on top of that, we have also put logs onto the market and
contrary to what you're suggesting, they have won them. I mean last week,
the Warren Small Sawmillers Association was the most successful tenderer, not
just for first grade logs, for premium logs, your argument 1s not borne out by
fact.
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ABC INTERVIEWER ' Let's change tack now and look at the issue which
‘has. been extremely contentious here of the logging in:a national park - what
happened?

DR. SHEA: We made a mistake.
ABC INTERVIEWER: What was the mistake?

DR. SHEA: - The simple mistake was"th.at, and I should say that we weren’t
carrying out logging in the national park which is quite ironic - what we were
doing, was removmg dangcrous trees to protect the natlonal park from w11d

fire. - % o ‘

'ABC INTERVIEWER: How could it happen? =~ .-

DR. SHEA: Well I can tell you how it happens, is that I worked in the area
myself, and I know how difficult it is. .The Shannon Natronal Park is an
.-unusual national park, in thal thc boundary is not a road or easy to find Imc,
it's the catchment.. = S :

, And 50, to accurately define the. catchment rs VETy difficult when you get mto '
. the area where the ridges are quite mild." s

Now we had the choice Mark, when we first declared the Shannon, that was

- part of our.500% increase in the national park-estate -in the Southern Forest,
we had the choice of- spendmg 2. million dollars for theodohte surveys of that
boundary to be absolutely precise about it.

: qund we decrded that 2 mrllron dollars would be better spent - domg lots of

other more.productive thmgs in the national park. Now my- officers. made a
mistake. They picked the wrong ridge, and they, instead of keeping it in the
area within state forest, they drifted over the line.
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ABC INTERVIEWER:  But why didn’t they just walk out the distance
from the nearest marker tree? .

DR. SHEA: = Well if you’Ve been in the country, which I .understand you
have, it’s not surveyed, you've got to be able to pick the ridges. -

ABC INTERVIEWER: But there are marker trees there, use the road,
use the odometer of a car couldn’t they? :

DR_.;S_HEA:"‘_ Even doingi that in that country is very :difficul’tv. It’s not easy
country to pick catchments. They made a mistake, and they - -

ABC INTERVIEWER: . Why were they relymg on the catchment and not
the marker trees which are there?

‘DR.:SHEA:» _No,. the marker trees do not depote the catchment, ydu’ve got
.to-understand this quite clearly. The marker trees glve you a reference on
a map, they do not relate to the contours.

“And the only Way that you can pick the actual boundary preciscly of the
Shannon National Park is the water-shed .- Now  where the water-shed is a
ridge, and it's quite incised, it’s very easy.

. But .if you go, out where they were, where it's _quivte-moderate .terrain, it is
very very difficult to pick: exactly where the water-shed: is.

For viewers, the water-shed is where the line that demarks the water flows onc
way compared to the other way,.so it's a very difficult ]ob But, there’s no
4 excuse for the mlstake they made and it won't happen agam

ABC INTERVIEWER:  How do you know that? How do you know it
hasn't happened before? ‘ :
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DR. SHEA: Well I know it hasn’t happened before because we haven't been
in those difficult areas, and to the credit of the guys who are doing the job,
they did individually mark the trees.

But you see, Mark, the only people who don’t make mistakes, are the people
who don’t do anything. - And where I get really worried about our
department is when I don’t hear them making a few mistakes, because that's
when I know they're not doing anything.

And now we can minimise mistakes, but we'll always make them, and this was
one - it’s not one that we’re very pleased about - I can assure you the people
that made the mistake are very sorry about it.

It's a little bit out of perspective when you consider that they drifted across
a line accidently, and yet their whole purpose of removing those trees was to
protect the park. - '

I might say also to protect staff. You see, we've lost guys in fires in that
country because we hadn’t done that sort of operation. '

We've had trees come down on people - ordinary people, and kill them. Now
I'm not prepared not to take measures to minimise that risk to my staff,

ABC INTERVIEWER: So you're prepared to go on logging in national
parks even if- ? ' o

DR. SHEA:" No, that's a ridiculous proposition - T didn’t-say that, I said
that when we're carrying out burning, we will carry out those measures to
remove trees up to the boundary of a national park, and we'll do it because
we want to protect the national park, and want to make sure that our ‘people
are not placed at risk.

ABC INTERVIEWER: How many trees did it involve?
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" DR. SHEA: The number of trees is around about eighty to the hundred.
But again, the difficulty you have, even now is; because the country is so
deceptive in terms of which way the waters run, is to be absolutely precise.

ABC INTERVIEWER: What happened to the logs?

DR. SHEA: Can I put in perspective - is that the actual areas in which they
strayed into represented .006% of the national park, but if we had a wildfire
in that national park, we would kill hundreds of millions of trees.

So although an error was made - it was a genuine error, and it was during an
operation which wasn’t a logging operation, it was to protect the park.

ABC INTERVIEWER: What happened to the logs?

- DR. SHEA:  The logs - as part of a normal operation, they’re taken by a
range of mills because -

“ABC INTERVIEWER: . Why weren’t they branded?

DR. SHEA: They were branded with chalk because the tree marker at the
time had lost his axe, and it’s normal practice to allow them to chalk the logs
as they did.

ABC INTERVIEWER: - That’s another breach of the Act -
DR. SHEA: . No it's not - it’s completely and utterly incorrect.
ABC INTERVIEWER: Breach of the regulations -

DR. SHEA: No, it’s not a breach of the regulations. It’s provided that the
feller is given the instruction that in the fact that he temporarily lost his axe
then he marks them with chalk, that is quite legitimate. '
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ABC INTERVIEWER: You're a dieback specialist - does it surprise you
that we’'ve got film of your bulldozers right there coming and going in the
disease risk area without the customary the regulation wash downs?

DR. SHEA: That is total nonsense because I was particularly aware of the
fact that you were filming out there, and I was particularly aware of the fact
that the operation was going on.

The opetation was going on under the most stringent hygiene conditions. As
you said, I'm a dieback expert, and I suggest that you might be an expert
ABC Interviewer, but you're not an expert on hygiene management.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Why are quarantine gates so routinely left open?

DR. SHEA: Quarantme gates are left open at dlfferent times of the year
because -

ABC INTERVIEWER: Not on the weekend are they?

DR. SHEA: No just a minute - the whole system of quarantiné gates is very
variable over time and space because at certain times of the year, there’s no
necessity to have stringent quarantine because the soil is dry, other times -

ABC INTERVIEWER: “We were there in pretty wel wedther.

DR. SHEA: Well, I think again, you’ve got to be careful about how your
understanding ~ what your understanding of the disease is. If you like, I'd be
very happy to give Four Corners quite a detailed exposition on the spread of
phytophthera under different moisture conditions. I spent half my life
examining it.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Does it surprise you to find gates hterally
.knocked rlght off their hinges and ]ymg in the ditch?
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DR SHEA:  Not surprise me at all, because one of the great tragedies not
only with respect to gates in forest and in national parks, is increasingly we're
seeing vandalism. For example, yesterday I was visiting the forest to examine
some of our recreation -

"ABC INTERVIEWER: - Hang on a sec..

DR. SHEA:  This is a good point!

DR SHEA:  Not surprise to me at all, because one of the great tragedies not
only with respect to gates in forest, and national parks, is increasingly we are
seeing vandalism. TFor cxample, yesterday 1 was visiting the forest to eéxamine
some of our recreation areas, is that a small minority vandalises not only gates
but toilets, our picnic tables - it’s impossible to control.

ABC INTERVIEWER: = The conservationists say it's the logging trucks
that knock them out.

DR SHEA: Can I again say to you again, that if the conservationists say
that, then they need to specific, and again, we'll record this and make sure
that charges are made, because again, that’s a serious offence, and if they’ve
got a specific incident where a logging truck is doing that, then I'll proceed
with charges.

ABC INTERVIEWER: But in general, doesn’t it indicate that your
management of dieback is not working very well, that we were, in muddy
weather, able to find, in so many instances, quarantine gates just left open,
‘padlocks taken way? A '

DR. SHEA: No, I've got to reject that out of hand -
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ABC INTERVIEWER:  Why isn’t it policed better? -

DR SHEA: I'm going to tell you categorically, as you indicated to me, that
part of my background is very much associated with the management of
phytophthera in_this forest, and it’s just not me, but every visiting expert,
either a manager or a pathologist is absolutely incrcdulous_ at the degree of
control we've achieved by our forest hygiene and management p,:écesses.

Now it’s true to say because it's a very large area, and that we cannot patrol

‘it every day, that we will get vandals, and that the gates will be broken down.

But in the end effect, we’ve made the most significant contribution to. control
of what anybody said less than .ten years ago, was the disease that would
destroy the whole forest, that anyone could have imagined, and we're very
proud of it. :

ABC INTERVIEWER: ~ And it’s not a problem any more? It’s not going
to be a problem any more? »

DR. SHEA: One of the key things about dieback control is to maintain the
pressure and continuely improve your operations. But I just put it to you
this, is that ten years ago, and 1 was working in the field, the general thought
around Australia and the world was, that we wouldn’t have a Jarrah forest by
now. :

Look at the record - we've successfully managed to control this disease in a
way that no where any where else has been achieved.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Tell me about your policy on road, river and
stream reserves. Are you going to halve them? :

DR. SHEA: No, it’s not a policy to halve the road, river and stream reserves.
What we will be doing over the next several months, is drawing up a whole
serics of options in a way to restructure the road, river and stream reserves,
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But the condition is, the precondition is there will be no reduction in area of
the road, river and stream reserves, and the second very important point to
make is, that there will be no decision by Government, who makes the
decision in the end, until there’s been the most maximum contribution from
the community.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Do you yourself support the proposal to hqlvé the
road and river reserves?

DR. SHEA: I would like to look at all the options before- I make any
categoric statement. What I can say to-you is this, that in the time sincc the
original road, river and strecam reserves were put down in the ground, we've
made tremendous progress, particularly with our landscape design people, and
particularly ‘with our biologists in terms of the conservation, that is, of road,
river and stream reserves.

And there certainly is a prima facie case to say at this stage that it would be
better to relocate some of the reserve systems into the valley systems where
water, that is in conservation valleys, is more important to protect.

And as a consequence of our very, very sophisticated landscape architect
analysis, that we will los¢ nothing from modifying the road reserves in terms
of the aesthetics. -

ABC INTERVIEWER: But why relocate them, why not keép the road
and river reserves-and still extend up the streams?

DR. SHEA:  Well I guess the argument is éimply this, Mark, is that over the
last five years, we've increased the Conservation Estate, the National Parks by
500%. : '

ABC INTERVIEWER: So you need more timber.
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DR. SHEA: No, we don’t need more. timber at all, what the government says
_ to us, and the community have said to us through our timber strategy and our
forest management plans, that we've struck the right balance.

Now if in fact the government decides, or the community through the
government decides that they want to change the ratio, then we will increase
the reserve system - ‘

ABC INTFRViEWER ' You said yourself in the CALM news that one of
- the reasons behind this, was that there was a need for more “timber.

DR. SHEA: No, I didn’t say that at all.  Can'I say this to you quite
categorically, is that what we've-been able to achieve in the Southern Forest,
is a 500% increase in the National Park Estate - undisputable - at the same
- time over that 5 year period, we've reduced the area of cut-over forest by
0% .

Now we can keep on trying to improve, but it is getting more and more
'_dlfflCIIlt to have 1ncreasmg demands from all 51des without makmg some sort
of a compromlse :

Now, as we stand now, 1 believe that we can have the same road, river and
stream reserve system in terms of area much more efficiently distributed,
achieving much more than it does now, at the same time we can accommodate
what the Government requires of us wrth respect to supply in logs for the
tlmber industry.

'ABC INTERVIEWER: =~ ‘Given_ the pressure on the resoﬁrce, why not say
to the government, we've got to take less timber out of the forest. ’

DR. SHEA: = Well, I mean that s the easy way out, Mark the great challenge
“'the great challcnge as Dav1d Bellamy 5ays in lhat ad you re going to show

ABC INTERVIEWER: .~ Oops..
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DR. SHEA: You always cut-out at the critical point, have a go mate!

ABC INTERVIEWER: Given the pressure on the resource, why not say.
to the Government, wé've got to take less timber out of the forest? .

DR. SHEA:  Well, I mean that’s the easy way out, Mark, the great challenge,
the great challenge in that ad you’re going to show as David Bellamy says, the
first thing you’ve got to ensure is to ensure that the jewels of the forest are
reserved and we've done ‘that - a 500% mcrease in the conservatlon estate,

But then, with good management you can have your cake and eat it too - and
that s what we’ re about. : ‘

If the Government wants to" or the community wants to change the balance,

and don’t forget they’ve gone through an extensive process of they dec1d1nz,,
what the balance is at ‘this stage, then we can do it.

ABC INTERVIEWER: But there is gomg to be pressure for more
national parks - can you get more national parks and still take as much
umber’?

DR. SHEA:  Well we can certainly at the margins increase it, may I say it..

J

- ABC INTERVIEWER o The "margins” means road, river and stream
- reserves? ‘

DR. SHEA:  No, not at all - I didn’t say that at all. What we have done is
to make regrowth forest - the fmest regrowth forest in the State a national
park .

I mean, COnserva,tioni_sts' regard the Boranup Forest as some of the best Karri
forest in the state - and that's a regrowth forest we've made a national park,
sO it's always possrble as David Bellamy says, "to have your cake and eat it
too”.
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Those regrowth forests can become national parks, so there’s an infinite
capacity to increase the national park estate over time, but at this point in
time, we certainly are going through a period where we have to strike a
balance - we think we’ve struck it.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Looking at the argument that’s been going on
between Tony Drake, the small saw-miller and Bunnings, about who can best
use the wood, where do you stand? '

DR. SHEA: As I said to you, I'm the extreme centreparty, and quite frankly.
I'm not interested in arguments between saw-millers. But I can tell you this,
is that the A-grade log, general purpose log we sell, has got 50% of it can’t
be used for sawn timber, so it’s a physmal impossibility on average to get 60%
recovery.

Now what is true to say is, the very very top-grade logs - that’s the very
straight ones with very little defect, you can get a much higher recovery - but
they’re balanced by the ones where m fact on average, the defect is maybe
30%

But see, the real argument is not about percentage recovery of sawn timber.
You see the real argument is putting value on that beautiful hardwood, and the
good news is that that's happening in Western Australia.

And the reason why it's happening is because we’ve been able to give security
- on the one hand to those who want the jewels of the forest and national parks,
and security to the timber industry, the large ones and the little ones, becausc
that’s enabled them to invest in the new " technology, the exciting new
technology which is producing furmture -grade timber from our hardwood
forest. :

And if you really want to talk about employment, a number of people working
in this industry in a creative way, if you want to talk about export income,
then give us the encouragement to proceed along the way we're going, because
it's in value added product that we're going to succced in achieving the best
for the timber industry in this State.
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ABC INTERVIEWER:  But shouldn't the trade-off for that be that you
can take less out of the forest?

DR. SHEA: Well in fact as I've said to you, in the last five years, we've

reduced the cut-over area of forést by 40% by improvement in utilisation.

ABC INTERVIEWER: But isn’t that because there’s not that much old
growth left in the state forest?

DR. SHEA: - No - that’s got nothing to do with old growth forest at all.
What that’s got to do with is a strategy relating to changing the prices of logs,
and to the new technology and to more efficiency, which has meant that logs
prev1ously which were burnt are now being used for sawn timber.

So, come back to your point, you're saying.to me, “can’t you do something
about making more reserves?”

I will tell' you. this - how do you think "we’ve increased the reserves, the
natlonal parks in- that Southern Forest by 500% without destroymg the umber
industry? .

How do you think we've reduced the cut-over area by 40%? It's because of
better, efficient managefnent and. utilisation. .~ How much further should we
go?.  Well we'll keep on trying, but the runs are on the board, Mark, and.T
hope you put them up on.the, television screen.

ABC INTERVIEWER: The Resources Assessment Commission has got the
spotlight on you at the moment, and their particular interest is whether it is
economlcally worthwhlle to. keep. on cutting down'. the forests to. keep on
managing them the way you are. ' '

What’s your answer to them? What’s going to be thrus.t:ofi what yeu 'say to’
them?
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DR SHEA: What I can say is that we strongly support the Resources
Assessment Commission because it brings a degree of objectivity and
professionalism in this debate which hasn't been there in recent times.

The second thing I will say to you is that the Resources Assessment
Commission has already becn over here and has acclaimed our forest
management.

The third thing 1 would say to you, is that we’ve made our submission to the

Resources Assessment Commission, we've put all our cards on the table, and
we believe because .we've achieved those very very significant increases in
prices of logs, and because of our efficiency that it is'an economic proposition.

As I said to you, we're not talking about "small cheese” in this state. We're
not only talking about an incredibly important reserve for tourism Wthh has
2 million visits 'in the forests in the South-west.

We're also talking about an industry, which over the next ten years, will invest
more than 200 million dollars, and will yield to the state more than a billion
dollars.

So, we belicve the economics are right, but certainly we will welcome the
Resources Assessment Commission’s detailed and objective analysis, and we
hope that you mirror the analysis that they’'re going to do in your TV program
when you show it.

ABC INTERVIEWER: The Commission is only in the preliminary stages
of its investigations - it scems remarkable that you say that they're acclaiming
your forest management at this stage. " .

DR. SHEA:  Certainly when we talked, we’ve had the Resources Assessment
Commission, not all the commissioners, but a commissioner and their staff, and
we took them through the forest, and much of the forest that you saw today,
they acclalmed what they saw.
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ABC INTERVIEWER: ~ They acclaimed it?

DR. SHEA:  Yes.

ABC INTERVIEWER: You have th seal of approval -
DR. SHEA: No we haven't -
ABC INTERVIEWER: - from the Resources Assessment Commission.

DR. SHEA: - Not in writing, we have their verbal thanks and

. congratulations on what was shown, and also their appreciation of what's being

done.
What about Tourism? You haven’t asked me about tourism -

ABC INTERVIEWER: - We've got to get another 2 shot because the lights
change behind you, because if you just sit and patiently listen.

DR. SHEA: Always a bit difficult for me Mark, ha, ha.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Yep, 1 think-the - perhaps to say that the
Resources Assessment Commission had acclaimed you might have been, just a
- not - ,

DR. SHEA: I mean to say it like that in front of witnesses - staff in the
field with the a commissioner, I don’t care, it doesn’t worry me.

ABC INTERVIEWER: Right, I've got totalk to you for a second or two

- this is not for use in terms of the interview, I've just got to get essentially

“ the back of my head with my jaw moving - that’s the gencral idea, and you're

sitting there listening.

DR SHEA: Smiling as usual..
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ABC INTERVIEWERE If you want to. ,‘Yes,— we've covered over the

last hour or so, we’ve covered a pretty broad range of subjects, and probably
done a fair job of covering all the bases. ‘

DR SHEA: We haven’t covered tourism yet, haven’t covered tourism.

. END OF SEGMENT

‘Monday 18 June 1990
.mc ‘

* ‘ Phonetic
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Letter to Mark Colvin inviting
' Four Corners to visit the
Harvey Wood Utilisation Research Centre

31 May 1990.



DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AN.D. LAND MANAGEMENT

Your Ref:
OurRef:
Enquiries:

-

Pwmemm$$GMmqwmmd ' Regiondl Office
| ’ Brain Street -
MANJIMUP WA 6258

F

K Vear

Mr Mark Colvin
"Four Corners" :
C/- Kingsley Motel
3 Chopping Street

MANJIMUP =~ WA 6258 | N

Dear Mark,

Dr Shea telephoned today whilst you were in the field
filming with Alan Walker. .

He - had hoped to talk to you personally to invite you to
call in at CALM's Wood Utilisation and Research Centre
(WURC) at Harvey, on your way back to Perth.

The Centre won the 1990 Government Technology Productivity

Gold Award - a .National award - for CALM's innovative
Valwood process. This process turns waste wood into
quality timber . products. It will help to satisfy the

demand for high quality furniture wood and to establish
value added markets for small trees culled from over
crowded regrowth eucalypt forests. :

The Harvey WURC is involved in a number of other programs
including the development of low capital cost and efficient
tunnel kilns suitable for use by small sawmillers in
maximising the value they can add to their sawn products.

Please confirm with either Dr Shea; Alan Walker or Kevin
Vear whether or not you are able to include a visit to the
Centre into your itinerary. -

Yours faithfully,

§ Al

DR SYD SHEA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
per KEVIN VEAR

KRV : KMW
31 May 1990
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7. Department of Conservation and Land Management
50 Hayman Road, Como, WA 6152

CALM BRIEFING PAPER 2/90

CIRCULATE 10 ALL EMPLOYEES

TIMBER 'ROYALTIES

-In reponse to recent publicity about timber royalties, this briefing note sets out some commonly asked ques-

tions and answers. This information can be used to respond to queries from the public.
WHO APPROVES TIMBER ROYALTIES?

The Government, through the Minister for the Environment. Recommendations to the Minister are made by
the Executive Director of CALM ~

WHAT IS THE DIFF. ERENCE BETWEEN ROYALTY AND STUMPAGE?

Royalty is applied to t1mber harvested from naturally occurrmg old growth hardwood forests, and is shown
in CALM’s Annual Report under ‘‘Territorial Revenue’’.

Stumpage is revenue from forests (softwood or reQ‘rowth hardwood) which the Government (CALM) has
grown using capital funds, and is recorded in the Department § annual accounts as ‘‘Departmental Reve-

LR]

nue .
HOW ARE ROYALTIES SET?

The various costs for growing forests are identified. Royalties are designed to recover these costs and to
provide a return to the Government on the capital invested in growing the forest, known as the Internal Rate
of Return (IRR). This principle is used to arrive at a target royalty for each timber species and grade of log.
For details of the system of royalty calculations see the Timber Strategy (Part 8, pages 67-70).

The IRR is added to the current rate of inflation. Therefore if the IRR is 5% and inflation i is 8% the mterest
charged would be 13%.

ARE ROYALTIES REVIEWED?

A major review in 1985/86 established the costs of growing at the time. Royalties being charged at the time

- were considerably less than the calculated royalty. A set of target royalties was established, to be achieved
‘over time. A substantial increase, parucularly for First Grade sawlogs, came into effect on 1 August 1986.

The Government also announced that royalties would be reviewed every three years. New target royalties
were set after a review in 1989 and should be achieved by 1 January 1992. The first increases came 1nto
effect on 1 January 1990.



ARE ROYALTY RATES INDEXED?

Yes. Hardwood royalties have been indexed annually since 1984 according to movements in the Timber -
Price Index, an indice produced by the Australian Bureau of Statlstms that measures the sale price of sawn
timber in WA ' - :

Softwood stumpages are also indexed annually using movements in the Consumer Price Index for Perth. In
the future, hardwood stumpages will be treated the same as softwoods.

WHAT ARE THE CURRENT ROYALTY RATES?

Current royalty rates for the major log categories; which will apply from July 1, 1990, are:

Jarrah ' Karri Marri Pine

$/m? $m - $md C$mE
Premium $73.20 $7297 . - ' $74.02
First Grade '  $28.48 $34.00  $12.00 $60.29
-Second Grade - $18.27 $24.23 $1200 . $39.33
Third Grade ' ' $12.00 $12.00 - - $26.91 .
Small (régrowth) ' $18.27 $25.87 ~ $25.87 $19.54 -
Industrial $ 7.00 $15.00 $1500  $ 839

~ The target royalty is generally higher than the current rate. T arget royalties for First Grade sawlogs by
-1 January 1992 are: ' ' _

Jarrah: $30.66 plus annual CPI indexation

Karri: * $38.50 plus annual CPI indexation
" Marri: - $12.00 plus annual CPI indexation
Pine: $64.36 plus annual CPI indexation

In 1984/85, when CALM was formed, the weighted average-royalty was $12.72 for jarrah and $11.76 for
karri (so increases of 123% for jarrah and 189% for karri have occurred).

ARE DIFFERENT COMPANIES PAYING DIFFERENT ROYALTIES?

Yes. When comparing royalties, the following must be taken into account:

1.

“The same species, and the same grade of log should be compared.

Some mills arevacceptin.g smaller logs as First Grade logs.

In the past, the bigger companies paid the lowest royalties. While the new system has redressed this
inequity, they have been given time to adjust. However, the rate of movement towards target -

‘royalties is greater for companies that started from the lowest base. All compames will-be paying the

target royalty by 1 January 1992.

Logs allocated under the Timber Strategy attract the relevant target royalty, whﬂe logs auctioned or
tendered often attract a hlgher price. » :



WHY DOES BUNNINGS ONLY PAY $29 ROYALTY WHEN THE MARKET IS PREPARED TO
- PAYUPTO $80? : :

See answer 1o the previous question.

In addition, under the auction system some people pay more for small parcels of logs. These people may be
““topping up’’ their log resource beyond that allocated to them at the target royalty, or they ‘arc small opera-
tors with low overheads. The larger companics carry out research and development, promotion, advertising,
sponsorship and other activities which benefit the timber industry as a whole. Eighty dollars is the highest
royalty yet bid for Premium Grade sawlogs and, if all logs were tendered, it is unlikely that anywhere near
this amount would be obtained.

WHAT IS A MARKET PREMIUM?

* The market premium is the difference between the target royalty and the successful price bid at auction or
tender. It is not indexed like the target royalty, but is recognised as the price the market was prepared to pay
at the time for whatever reason, such as scarcity of resource.

WHY ARE SOME LOGS ALLOCATED TO COMPANIES WHILE OTHERS ARE AUCTIONED?.

CALM mhented a penmt and licence system which had Jargely been developed over 50 years ago. In that
system several companies had sole rights to timber on Crown land. Other companies had to use logs from
private property or occasional parcels of salvage logs.

A massive social dislocation would have occurred in the South-West if all permits were suddenly cancelled
and all logs put up for tender. CALM dealt with this situation in the 1987 Timber Strategy by commumc to
allocate a large part of the annual cut, but putting up an increasing voluine cach year for tender. - '

Allocations were made to mills that already had access to Crown land timber as well as to a large number of -
smaller mills. The larger mills received between 50% and 90% of their previous intake. The allotment to
other mills was based on 50% of their average log intake over the previous three years, regardless of where it
came from. The allocation system is detailed in the Timber Strategy (Part 7, pages 57- 66)

In 1987, the total aliowable cut from the forest was recalculated Trmber not allocated was 1hen sold by open ‘
tender or auction. : : :

There, have becn ovcr 50 public sales of logs. The base pnce used for these sales is the target royalty. In-
almost all cases, prices greater than the target royalty have béen bid; in one case more than double o

"WHAT IS A CONTRACT OF SAT.""

A Contract of Sale is a legally binding document between the Executive Director and the buyer. The con-
tract details the amount of timber, the term over which the timber will be supplied and the financial arrange-
ments, mcludmg royalty.

WHAT IS THE TOTAL COST OE,:LOGSTOSAWM__I_LLE'RS?

The price of logs delivered to the mill landing includes the following costs:

*  Royalty or stumpage.

%  Harvesting and delivery' to the mill.



In January 1990, CALM became the prime contractor for all harvesting operations within State forest
(about 1.75 million cubic metres per annum). To fulfill this commitment, the Department invited
public tenders called Contracts to Supply (logging contracts) and now employs private contractors to
do the work on its behalf. The Department charges the sawmillers this cost. ' :

%  In-forest costs.

A fixed price per tonne (cubic metre) is levied on all logs sold, to cover work carried out in the bush
~ to facilitate harvesting, including tree marking and supervising contractors.

*  Roading charge.

CALM also builds and maintains logging roads. Again, a fixed amount, presently $2.61 per Cubic
metre for hardwood logs in the Southern Forest Region and $2.26 per cubic metre in other forest
regions, is charged to cover CALM’s costs. For softwood sawlogs, the charge is 85 cents per"cubic :

metre.
%  Administration charge. .

A charge equivalent to 7.5% of the direct contractor production charge is levied to cover the cost of
administering contracts, rendering accounts and financing logging contracts. -

*  Loglevy

This is a voluntary payment for timber promotibn made by sawmillers 1o the Forest Products Associa-
tion. CALM collects this levy on behalf of the FPA. ’ '

X  Security

- CALM requires that companies having Contracts of Sale or Contracts ,t_gj Supply provide adequate
security to minimise the risk to the Executive Director should the company be unable to meet its con-
tract obligations. ' ‘

WHAT IS THE TOTAL ROYALTY?

The total Government reveni;e from timber is expected to be $45.7 million in 1990/91. This compares with
$15.6 million received for a greater volume of timber in 1984/85 when CALM was formed, an increase of

around 300%.
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Appendix 5.

Letter to the Editor
"Warren-Blackwood Times"
regarding freedom of information
on log royalties. 5 October 1989.



L PAaliviaNg O CONSE KVH“\)!\I AND LAND MANAGEMEN|

o

HEAD OFFICE STATE OPERATIONS HEADQUARTERS
HACKETT DRIVE CRAWLEY © 50 HAYMAN ROAD COMO

WESTERN AUSTRALIA ’ ' WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Phone (09) 3868814 Phone {09) 367 0333

Telex AAQA585 Telex AA 94616

Facsimile (09) 3861578 - Facsimile (09) 367 0466

Please oddress all correspondence to Executive Director, P.O. Box 404, COMO W.A. 6152

Your Ref:

Our Ref: RJU H pS

. Enqume_s:
Phone: ‘ ‘ v : '
~ The Editor ' 7
Warren Blackwood Times
South-West Printing and Publishing Co Ltd
Giblett Street
MANJIMUP WA 6258
Dear Sir

Ih the absence of Dr Shea on leave, I res?ond on his behalf to
criticism of him and of CAIM by W Breugle of Manjimup and P Lewis
of Bridgetown.

‘First to the question of CALM's interests;-and the perception.
that we might find it difficult to be both preservationists and
conservationists. CALM has very wide responsibilities. Some of
the things we do, like saving whales and developing recreation
areas earn us general praise from the community. In other areas,
for example our responsibility for setting quotas and supervising
the kangaroo harvesting industry, the wildflower picking industry
and the timber industry, or our role in establishment of
plantations to provide future timber resources, we are caught up
in conflicts about the use of public land and resources. In this
situation, we find ourselves criticised by those who don’‘t agree
with the exploitation of resources, or by those who think that
the controls we impose are too tight or not tight enough. It is -
very difficult to find a path through these issues which pleases
everyone, but we try. Having a staff with a range of training and
interests across the whole spectrum of- land management and
conservation helps us in our search for the best path. Voices
from the community also help us, and we welcome comments which
will help us do a better job. : '

In response to Mr Lewis’ specific questions about forestry
management in the south-west. ..

Firstly, there are no secrets on log royalty. I am happy to
provide any enquirer with information about the royaltles paid by
any timber company in Western Australia,

Secondly, clearfelling has been practised in WA karri forests
'since late .in the 19th century. The fine second growth karri
forests around Denmark, at Boranup and near Pemberton all were
established after clearfelling. The Boranup forest is now almost
100 years old. It has recently been accepted for addition to the
Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park - a tribute to the beauty and
vitality of this forest.



A great deal of research has been carried out into the flora and
fauna of the karri forest and possible deleterious effects of
timber cutting. This research has not revealed a single species
of plant or animal which is threatened with extinction by logging

and: regeneration in our forests.

Thirdly, I cannot agree that timber cutting will destroy half the
~ karri forest. Timber cutting is followed by regeneration and the
karrl forests which are regrown are beautiful, and full of
wildlife. They are also available for timber cutting again.
Future generations may choose to harvest these forests or they
may choose not to - the important thing for us is to make sure.
they have a ch01ce, as this generatlon did. .

Fourthly, CALM lS not propOSLng to. swap old growth forests for
regrowth forests along roads, rivers and streams. We would like
to redistribute some of the road, river and stream reserves:
because we think a better system than the one developed in the
early 1970s can now be designed. We are very well aware of. the
suspicion and doubts some people in the community have about
these proposals. I assure these people we will not act without
~detailed proposals being made public and full consultation. I
also point out that CALM cannot act independently on this issue.
Any change to the existing system requires EPA approval.:

Flnally; CALM is not in the business of "destroying forests". We
are in the business of trying to manage public forests to provide
things the public of WA wants. While people use timber and paper,
trees will need to be felled and logs sawn or pulped. Every West
Australian consumer contributes to the demands for forest
products and therefore to the need for timber cutting in forests.

: Furthermore, the people of. WA have dec1ded, through thelr elected
_government, that part of their timber needs will come from part
of the karri forest. The role of CALM is to try to manage this
process. It is a difficult and complex job, and often a thankless
one, but we will continue to try to do our best, helped I hope,
by members of the community like W Breugle and P Lewis who can
contribute their wisdom and advice, : :

Yours faithfully

R J Underwood
ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

5 October 1989
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Schedﬁle of log royalties 1/1/90.



GENERAL DISTRIBUTION

SCHEDULE 1A
HARDWOOD ROYALTY REVIEW-JARRAH PRODUCTS

(Wandoo and Blackbull; included where appl:cablc)

: PRODUCT : " ROYALTY @ 1/1/90 |
| | - : ($ /m3) (S$/t) |
| ~OLD GROWTH E
; Premium Sawlogs/ i $§73.20 $59.03 ;
5 & Bridge Timbers : . E
E Ist Grade Sawlogs : $28.48 $22.97 E
E 2nd Grade Sawlogs ; $18.27 $14.74 ’ E
é 3rd Grade Sawlogs i 312;00 '$9.68’ %
E Residue i $7.00 ~ ?
E Rounds ' i . $18.27 g é
E ~ REGROWTH SAWLOGS . i"
E Valwood . i $18.27 . $16.31.- 5
é Small Sawlogs ; | $18.27 $16.31 E
E Medium SaQrogs' ; $20.83  $18.60 ;

_ROYREV90




GENERAL DISTRIBUTION

SCHEDULE 1B

HARDWOOD ROYALTY REVIEW-KARRI PRODUCTS

L2222 1 2 31 13- 3 2 1 2 £ 2 F 1 3 3 3-$ 4 2 % ¥ 3 -2 3 $ 4-%_2 3 % 7

ROYALTY @ 1/1/90

| PRODUCT l
’ ($/m3)  ($/0) !
i OLD GROWﬁi -

E Premium Sawlogs $§72.97  $58.85

g ist Grade Sawlogs $34.00 $27.42

E 2nd Grade Sawlogs $24.23 $19.54

% 3rd Grade Sawlogs $12.00 $9.68

E REGROWTH SAWLOGS §

g Small Sawlogs . $i4.24 511.97“

E Medium Sawlogs $25.87  $21.75

; Large Sawlogs $34.00 $27.42

ROYREV90



GENERAL DISTRIBUTION

SCHEDULE 1C
HARDWOOD ROYALTY REVIEW-MARRI PRODUCTS

L e e T T e L T T T PP

PRODUCT T RoYALfY @ I71790
Sy S(S/m3) o (STt)
LD GROWTH —
15t Grade Sawlogs : 512,00 $9.68
thd Grade Sawlogs ; -,” 312;60‘  $§;68.‘
REGROWTH SAWLOéS: SR -
small Sawlogs ; o O S14.24 511,97
Mcdium‘Sawlogs ‘i o $25.87 $21.75

ROYREV90



 SCHEDULE, 2.
. §CHEDU£E OF ROYALTIES

MINOR FOREST PRODUCE : ROUND TIMBER BY DIMENSION (INCL MINING TIMBER)
(from CALM Forest Regnons Dryandra & nghbury Statc Forests.)

Opcrattvc Datc 1$t January 1990

The . prices statcd in thxs schcdulc are appllcablc to salcs made on a cash
basis.Credit sales will be subject to the appropriate CONDITIONS OF SALE,
which may lncludc a pcnally for late paymcnt of royalty '

’

S PER PlECE

- LENGTH . CROWN DIAMETER-CENTIMETRES -
METRES  0-9.9  10-14.9 15-19.9 20-24.9 25-29.9 30-34:9 35-39.9

&

$0.31 $0.67 $1.46  $2.36 $3.47 $4.80 '$6.35

. 0-2.9
3-3.9 - $0.47 $1.15 $2.13 $3.41 $4.99 "$6.88 . $9.06
4-4.9 $0.65 $1.56 $2.85 - $4.52 - $6.59 $9.04 $11.88
5-=5.9 $0.86 '$2.00 $3.62 $5.79¢ $8.26 $11'29 $14.79
6-6.9 $1.10 $2.49 $4.44 $6.95 $10.01  $13.%3 . $17.82
1-7.9 $1.37 $3.02 $5.32  $8.26 $11.84 $16.07 ~ $20.94
. 8-8.9 $1.67 $3.59 $6.25 - $9.64 $13.76 $18.60 $24.18.
9-9.9 $2.00 $4.21 $7.24 $11.09 $15.75 $21.23 $27.53
10-10.9 $2.36 $4.88 $8.29 $12.61 $17.83 $23.96 $30.98
11-11.9 $2.76  $5.59° $9.40 $14.21- $20.00 $26.78  $34.55
12-12.9 $3.19 $6.35 $10.57 $15.88 $22.25 $29.71 $38.23
13-13.9 $3.66 $7.16 $11.81 $17.62 $24.,60 $32.73 $42.03
14-14.9 $4.17 '$8.02 $13.11- $19.45 $27.03 =~ §$35.86 $45.94
Listed rates apply to all hardwood species unless otherwise stated.

Roadnng charge and infofést costs arc included at the rate of :
ROADING $2. 26/m3 'lNFOREST COST 31'35/m3 '

Spllt-fcnccposts charged at the slnglc rate of SO 67/p:ccc rcgardlcss
of d:mcnslons ‘



GENERAL DISTRIBUTION

SCHEDULE 1D

SOFTWOOD STUMPAGE REVIEW-P.RAD & P.PIN. PRODUCTS

: " PRODUCT _ STUMPAGE @ 1/1/90 :
] ($/m3)  (S$/t) !
f : _ | 4- !
' 1st Class Peeler logs: $74.02 $0.00 '
: ’ N ;:
v 2nd Class Peeler logs: $54.87 $0.00 A
, > Fe Lo '
1 . . . ]
! 1st Class Sawlogs $60.29 $0.00 '
| : ]
¥ . ]
: 2nd Class Sawlogs $39.33  $0.00 y
H : : i =
! 3rd Class Sawlogs $26.91 $0.00 4
\ . t
! Small Sawlogs - $19.54 , $0.00 |
' e : : " e
' Metro Sm.P.Rds < 1.8m: $17.95 $0.00 . !
: Metro Sm.P.Rds > 1.8m: '$26.12  $0.00 :
| S/W Sm.P.Rds < 1.8m $15.28  $0.00 :
| S/W Sm.P.Rds > 1.8m ; $22.19  $07Q0 ¥
| S Lo a8
' Particleboard Logs $8.39 $0.00 o
! (Southwest) ’ : : S .5
! Particleboard Logs $10.07 $0.00 |

(Mctropolitan)’

ROYREV90
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SCHEDULE OF ROYALTIES

RN EEEREES RS RE R

MINOR FOREST PRODUCE: MISCELLANEQUS
From CALM Forest Regions & including Dryandra and Highbury

State Forests.

Operative from 1 January 1990

Inforest

Royalty

DOMESTIC FIREWOOD $7.00 /t $0.55 /¢t
RESIDUE LOGS FOR INDUSTRIAL $7.00 /t $0.55 /t
PURPOSES
CHOPPING LOGS
Jarrah $1.25 ¢ca $0.09 ¢ca
Karri $0.62 ca $0.04 ca
Pine $2.95 ca $0.12 ca
BEAN STICKS
GRAVEL, SAND & STONE Issued undcr scparate schedule
SPECIALITY TIMBER o
A. Craft Wood Licences:- 1 month up to 3m3,

‘ "6 months up to 20m3

12 months up to 40m3

B. Green Standing, e.g.

Curly Jarrah,Sheoak ,Karri

Bul!l Banksia, Peppermint ,Warren River Cedar.

.35
.40

m3 .
m3

$1
$5

m3
ca

$5.
$0.

40
02

Oak,River Banksia,

$0.
$0.
$0.
50.
$0.

$1

$0.

02
09
24
50
92
.52

ca
ca
ca
ca
ca
¢a

/t

Measured in the round $32.47 m3
Measurcd in the square $129.88 m3
TIMBER SLABS (CUT IN FOREST) o
Measured in the square ' §$129.88 m3’
Gagden Paving Rings $0.45 ca
HARDWOOD BURLS '
Diameter

Up to 250mm $3.07 ca
251mm-500mm $6.14 ca
501pm-750mm $12.27 ca
751mm-1000mm $24.55 ea
1001mm-1250mm $49.08 ca
1251mm-1500mm $98.17 ca
1501mm-1750mm or grcater $196.33 ea
PINE AND EUCALYPT DEBRIS

Shires -
Private sales $1.01 /¢t
PINE NEEDLES

Domestic use . -
Commercial use : -
MISCELLANEOUS CRAFTWOOD '

i.¢. Dead Hollow Stumps,hollow logs -

&

Listed rates apply to all hardwood species unless

ROYPART6

otherwise stated.

Roading Total
$1.84 /t  $9.39 /t
$1.84 /1t $9.39 /t
$0.16 ca Sl.SO,ca
$0.08 ca $0.74 ca
© 30.08 ca $3.15 ca
. $3.51 /1¢
.$11.15
- $§55.73
$111.45
$2.26 m3 "3$36.08 m3
$9.04 m3 $144.32 m3
$9.04 m3 $144.32 m3
$0.04 ca $0.51 eca
- $3.07 ea
$0.03 ca $6.19 ea
$0.14 ca $12.50 c:
$0.40 ca $25.18 c:
$0.85 eca $50.43 e:
$1.54 eca $100.63 e:
$2.54 ea $200.39 e:
- Free
$1.84 /t $3.40 /
- Free .
- $0.22
(per bag)
- $0.56 ¢



'$CHEDULE 4
SCHEDULE OF ROYALTIES

MINOR FOREST PRODUCE
CALM Kimbecrlcy, Pilbara, Gascoyne, G}cnohgh Goldficlds,
Whcatbelt (cxcluding Dryandrd and Highbury Statc florest),
and South Coast chxons
Opcralnvc from 1 January 1990

Fnrcwood - commcrcnal (inc. Mesquite) - ' $7.00 /tonne
-~ Golden Mile Timber : : :

Mining Timber (Mulga) round -

up to 75mm dia. : . $0.63 /10 metres
76mm and over ' ' . $0.81 /10 metres
‘Mining Timber (Eucalypl) round - nncludlng Golden Mile Timber o
; up to 125mm dia. . $0.63 /10 metres -
126mm to 225mm ' ' : - $1.12 /10 metres:
.226mm and over - $1.60 /10 metres
Sawn Timber _ . o $10.79 /m3 $8.70 /tonne
- Fence Posts : ‘ §$0.24 ecach
Strainers ' v ' ~ - $0.63 cach
Rails ‘ o $0.63 cach
“Ti Tree : , o $5.27 per 100
Bean Sticks : : o o - §5.27 per 100
Tomato Rails : S . : : $10.79 per 100
Brush - ‘ - o $1.25 /m3 . $1.01 /tonne
Christmas Bushes : ' Co ' $0.63 cach
Firing Sticks : ‘ o $0.285 /10 metres
Sandalwood Chips & pieces _ $4.68 /kg
Sandalwood Seced (clecaned) ‘ o -$1.99 /kg
~ Sandalwood. (speciality timber) ' S $6.82 /kg

- Pine & Eucalypt Debris
' -Shires Free ' R .
-Prxvalc Salcs(:nclnforcst & Roadnng chargcs) $34.00 /10 t.truck

‘ or ~ $3.40 /tonne
SPECIALITY TIMBER | |
A. Craft Licences 1 month: ~up to 3m3 ' $11.15
6 months: up to 20m3 : $55.73
12months: up to 40m3 ' $111.45

B. Green Stand:ng & Dead (All Species): per c¢ubic metre
_Royalty Inforest Roading Total

Mcasurcd in round : $32.47 $1.35 $2.26 - $36.08
~Mcasured-in square $129.88 $5.40 $9.04 $144.32
HARDWOOD BURLS . o ' ' o :
Up to 250mm DIA. $3.07 ea. 1001mm-1250mm DIA., $49.08 ca.
251mm-500mm DIA. $6.14 ca.- 1251mm-1500mm DIA. $98.17 ca.
501mm-750mm DIA., .. $12.27 eca. 1501mm-1950mm DIA. $196.33 ca.
751mm-1000mm DIA, $24.55 ea. (or greater) ’

N.B. other products not covered above,refer appropriate schedule parts.

ROYPARTS



Appendix 7.

Letter from Gerard Early,

’ Acting Director,
Australian Heritage Commission,
19 June 1990.



19 June 1990

Dr Syd Shea
Executive Director:

Department of Conservation
Land Management

AUSTRALIAN

HERITAGE
COMMISSION

33 Blackall Street
Barton ACT 2600

GPO Box 1567
Canberra ACT 2601
. AUSTRALIA

“ Phone 062°71 2111
Fax 062 73 2395

and

PO Box 104 . - . A

COMO WA 6152

Deaf Dr Shea '

I thought  you might be interested to see the attached.

press release I have just issued about last night’
program. I was dismayed to see the references

Corners"

to the . Australian Heritage Commission.

s "Four:

~About the only::

accurate COmment was that ‘we declined to. be interviewedl

I will be taking up

separately

Wlth the _ABC. the 

misrepresentatlon of our p031tlon Wthh occurred in the

program
Yours sincerely : _
«/Cé;¥”9j’( e,

| Gerard Early
Acting Director




AUSTRALIAN
HERITAGE
COMMISSION
e N

Phone 062 71 2111
, Fax 062 73 2395

* Media Release

' AUSTRALIAN EERITAGE COMMISSION REFUTES
TFOUR CORNERS™ STORY

The Australian Heritage Commiesion (AHC) today denied the
claim made in last night's "Four Corners" that it is

‘"frustrated, impatient and angry" with the Western )
Australian Department of Conservation and Land Management"

(CALM) . The Commission's Acting Director, Mr Gerard
Early, said he was particularly disappointed-that the = .
allegation was made on national television because he had
specifically rejected it when it was put to him by “the :
"Four Corners" team. :

"The Commission is also concerned at other aspects of the

- program", Mr Early said. "There was a clear implication

that a private consultant, Mr Paul Llewellyn,_was
speaking on behalf of the Commisslon when he was being

interviewed. Office footage was also represented as

being the Commission 8 premises in Canberra Neither'is

'the case we s

,Mr'Ear said that Mr Llewellyn had ‘done some work on

contract for the Commigsion but had no official:
connection with the Commission and was not its
spokesperson :

Mr Early was also concerned that the program

‘misrepresented the nature of the Reglster of the National
- Egtate,

"Listing of a place in the Register is essentially an
alerting mechanism by which the special heritage values
of a place are brought to the notice of decision-makers,-
planners, -owners and the general community. = The Register
is not a land management system" said Mr Early.

"There is no denying that there have been differences of
view between the AHC and CALM in the past", ‘Mr Early
gald., T"However, the two organisations continue to
discuss a range of issues of mutual concern includinq
forestry matters."

Contact: Gerard Early (06) 271 2111



Appendix 8.

Letter from F J Hingston,
Officer in Charge, CSIRO,
2 March 1988.



2 March 1988

Dr 8 Shea
Executive Director

Department of Conservation and

Land Mahagement WA
Hackett Drive
CRAWLEY WA 6009

Dear Syd

Thank you for your note about the "Earthworm” broadcast., I did not
hear the program and unfortunately Nick Malajeozuk, who i1s Martin
Pearce's supervisor, is currently overseas, Martin has spant several
years on & PhD study of Armillaria Juteobublina in karri forest and
the potential for using other wood decay fungi for its biological
control. In collaboration with Martin and Nick, Dr Barl Nelson (USDA.
Forest Service) has been in Western Australia for a year studying the
potential of Trichoderma species for biological control of Armillaria. -
Nick is more qualified to answer the technical aspects of your gqueries
than I am, but I have discussed your concerns about the 1nterview on

"Barthworm" with Martin.

The term "karri dieback® was, I believe, coined by Peter Hunt for the
interview. I share your concern about such emotive and imprecise
descriptions of forest disorders. I know that your staff have been
well aware of the occurrence of A. lutecbublina in the forest and that
its presence could be viewed neither as emergence of a "new disease"
nor as evidence of impending disaster for the karri forest. The other
controversial points arising during the interview are prohably due to
misunderstanding perhaps combined with a small amount of editing of
the original discussion. I am gure there was no i{ntention on Martin's
part to mislead and no implied criticism of the professicnalism of
forestry operatians by your staff. .

Peter Hunt's statement on page 10 of your transeript that “karri
dieback is only now starting to be noticed because the regrowth
forests are coming on from cutting over in the last 10-15 years" was
his interpretation- based on discussions with Martin prior to the
interview and reading of the paper by Pearce, Malajczuk and Xile, "The
occurrence and effects of Armillaria Iuteobublina in karri (Bucalyptus

- diversicolor F. Muell.) forests of Western Australia®. I am enclesing

a reprint of the paper for your perusal. Reports by Kile and
co~workers (eg., The significance of A, lutecbublina species in




eucalypt ‘diebacks. In "Eucalypt Dieback in PForegts and Woodlandg®

" edited by X M 0ld, G A Kile and P ¢ Ohmart {(CSIRD Melbourne}) of

increased Armillaria activity after tree felling operations in the

eagtern states forests are guoted in the paper. Az you know this is

2lso commonly reported in other parts of the world. In the paper the
possibility of increasing damage to karri regrvowth stands is raiced
but the statement iz made that "the siynificance of the pathogen . in
reducing forest productivity will be clarified only over an e\tendud
period and area of forest", ' : ¢

stet—aren—ef—forest®, The study showed death of karri Sap1¢ndt and

urderstorey caunsed by 2, luteobublina and the degres of association

with Infected stumps, Martin sent reprints of the paper some tite ago
te Dapartment of Conservation and Lapnd  Mansgement officers at
Maniimup, Como and Dwellingup, presented 2 talk at the Manjirp cffice
in June or July 1986 and a field inspection was corducted.

The statement in the interview, "It's very widespread but ogcurs in

patches. Fatches can ke frow 200 square metres toe 2 square

kilometres™, was referring to the occcurrence of the fungus and not

chrerved symptoms of diquaqe {n karri. The apparent jaxtapu:itacn of
dieback and the statement about areas is unforturate and may he due to
eﬁxtln .

Martin tells me the extent of dfstribution of the fungus is best

" obzerved betweon late May and nid June vhen the Aymillaria ’r’l*ing

body producticn §s at fts peak%. Fe woeuld be happy to take you on a

tour of inspection at thar time 1f vou are availabla.

¥ind regards,

Yours sincerely

F J Hingston
Offiterwin*Charut
Westeyn Australian Regearch Croup

N

1989-05-16 ' 14:53 PAGE

0
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Letter from N J Halse, Chairman, NPNCA
to Select Committee on Land Conservation
: : 2 May 1990.



NATIONAL PARKS AND
'NATURE CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

Mr J D Mandy :
Clerk to the Committee
Select Committee on Land Conservation

Parliament House
PERTH. WA 6000

Dear Sir

Enclosed  please find - responses. to the specific questions

addressed to me by the :Select Committee in my role as Chairman

of the Nat10na1 Parks and Nature Conservatlon Authorlty._

I ,apologlse for the delay in reply1ng but- thlS was;t_
unavoidable, as I ‘have been in hospital as a result of an
accident. - ' : e - :

I would partlcularly empha51se that the preamble‘ to the
-specific answers to the questions must be read in con]unctlon

with those answers and also that the NPNCA answers must be
supplemented by specific factual information from CALM.. - -

Yoursvfaithfully

VN J Halse :
CHAIRMAN

2 May 1990 -

Enc

HACKETT DRIVE CRAWLEY WESTERN AUSTRAUA TELEPHONE (09) 3868811

NloonespmdenoetobeoddwedtoDepodmendemsewofmondLoMMomgemem
P.O. BOX 104, COMO 6152.



.the cooperation of CALM.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON LAND CONSERVATION

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS PUT TO MR N HALSE

AS CHAIRHAN, RATIONAL PARKS AND NATURE CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

’Preamble

The questions asked cover a wide spectrum of matters which are

of vital concern to the NPNCA. We are pleased to answer these

1mportant questions. However, vVirtually none of the
questions, and therefore the answers, have any. direct
relevance to the terms of reference of the Select Committee.
If the Committee comes to the view that the NPNCA should have
a greater role in land use and soil rehabilitation, the
Authority would be pleased to give thlS specific con51derat10n

a further response. , )

The role of the NPNCA is largely to seérve as a separate: and
independent source of. advice to the Minister on a range of
matters within the Conservation and Land Management portfollo.u
Although the Authority works in very close cooperation with .
CALM, it -névertheless retains this independence. For this
reason the replies to the questions have been prepared without
A As a result I have not included:
detailed factual information on activities such as "friends of
the parks"™ or park advisory committees. , Such information is
more approprlately and more accurately avallable from CALM.‘ '

s ; M ‘.
4 . i . i

The Organisation:

(1) CALM's dual roles in managing the Conservation estate and

Staté Forests for timber production are not considered to
. be incompatible. These two roles would only be
incompatible if CALM were given a further responsibility
to meet a specific part of Western Australia's timber
requirement. In the absence of such a responsibility
CALM manages the forest ih the best way for lohg term
production and multiple use and theén makes avallable the.
timber production from such management. :

(2) The combination: of nature conservation activities with
the other duties of CALM means that expertise and
information on nature conservation is easily available
within the organisation and is applied everywhere in its
management activities. v .

(3) The NPNCA is involved in the Lands and Forest
: Commission's activities by reviewing the Regional
Mandgement Plans for the forest reglons and through the
naturé conservation respon51bllit1es of NPNCA, which
apply everywhere throughout the State regardless of the
land tehure. In practice this does not mean that the
NPNCA Las a high level of monltorlng of Lands and Forest

Comm1551on activity.



(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

'(11>

Local groups and the voluntary conservation lobby watch
activities in the State Forest. Such groups often use
the NPNCA to pursue questions on management. . CALM always
investlgates such .cases and I 'believe the outcome usually
1mproves everyone s understand1ng of the issues..

The NPNCA, 11ke many Government bodles, suffers from
shortage of resources.  This. limits its ability to
initiate activity. However, it has initiated .actions
such as the introduction of Wilderness Zones in :national
parks and a draft policy for wilderness areas for "CALM

and the NPNCA.

‘The NPNCA does have some powers in practice in relation

to the need to approve activities on or changes to, the.

. Conservation "Estate. It 'does not ‘have any specific

powers in respect to additions to the Conservation
Estate. . - T S ' ,
I believe the NPNCA is a very effective body.

Unfortunately because its role is largely advisory to the
Minister, its activities are not well ‘known to the

public.
I do not think anyv-substantial changes are needed to

improve the performance of the NPNCA.. 'Some additional
resources would be  of benefit by enabllng better public

-knowledge of the role and activities of the NPNCA. This

would be done by appropriate publications _.or the
arrangement of partlcular seminars or meetings to: dlscuss

'NPNCA act1v1t1es.

Unless there 'is gross incompetence in CALM and the NPNCA,

there should not be any need for the EPA to oversee the
protection and management of -the Conservation Estate.
CALM has the expertise resident within .the State
Government on nature conservation and the management of
conservation ‘lands, and the NPNCA has a broad base of
knowledge and interest in these activities. The NPNCA is

-expected to monitor the on901ng ‘management of these areas

by CALM. Indeed, this is an 1increasing component_ of
NPNCA act1v1t1es. ' : S ,

POllCleS of CALM are referred to the 'NPNCA in draft form
before adoption. In some cases amendments have been

made. These policies are not put out for public or EPA

assessment before adoption but it 'is expected that when
an appropriate assembly of policies has been completed,
these w111 be pub11shed for publlc 1nformat10n.

The: NPNCA has been 1nvolved w1th CALM in the
consideration of policies both for - the management ' of
conservation land and for nature conservation -generally
in Western Australia. These policies which would be

~~common to both NPNCA and- CALM would be of considerable
" long term value in Western.Australia.  In particular, the
“Nature - Conservatlon Policy - clar1f1es “a - number " ' of
ilmportant 1ssues.v TP : T



Resour01ng
\(12) I do not th1nk that it -is uSeful to comment on the

(13)
(14)

‘adequacy of the number of National Park rangers. Without
question, if more National Park rangers were available
they could be usefully deployed with benefits to both
Conservation Estate management and the public. On -the.
other hand I do not think that additional National Park

rangers  would necessarily ‘be - the highest priority for
additional staff resources in CALM.

This question:can more usefully be addressed to CALM.

One - of  the particular characteristics of National Park

- rangers ‘is that unlike most other Government workers with
~-long-term careers . in- Government, the National

Park
rangers are  wages. = employees belonging. to the

Miscellaneous Workers' Union. I think that in the longer

term future,  there could be some benefit from the
reconsideration of all the industrial conditions covering

- field staff employed by - CALM and . the quallflcatlons

" required by such staff.

(15)

In general, the management of nature reserves requires
much  less resources than 'management. of national parks,
which have heavy use by people. Most nature reserves. do
not have regqular, on the ground management presence -by
CALM. = For this reason it is not possible .to precisely
determine any need for additional. resources. .. In many
cases additional research needs .to be carried.out before
new management requirements could defined. For this
reason a higher priority may be for additional research

' resources,. -before nature reserve - management can be

(16) W

fl7)

(18)

(19)

.approved,

With regard,tb'precise informatiohvon thempt0portion-0f
time. spent on different duties by National Park rangers,
CALM is in a much better p051t10n to prOV1de answers.

The tralnlng of Natlonal Park rangers should 1nclude most
of the types of in-service training listed. in the
question, but ideally this should be imposed on a basic
level of training which all rangers should have on
entering in this activity. - : -

CALM is. currently promoting the formation of "friends

-groups"  to improve voluntary assistance programmes. CALM
would be in a better position to provide details.

Consultative and Advisbry "Cbmmjtteeslyhave been mainly

.concerned with particular national .parks. In some cases

such committees have been formed to assist in preparing

- the management plans for the national park. There. are
--both .- benefits and penalties in ‘establlshing - such

committees. One of the difficulties is in satisfying the

- Advisory Committee once it has been formed, . that it is

‘being given sufficient autonomy. This .is naturally very

difficult, recognising the very broad section of .the
Western Australian community which has a genuine interest



(20)

(21)

(22)

in all national parks. It is not practical to try to.
‘represent those people, often living dlstant from the
park, on an advisory committee.

I believe that a fair balance is 'struck by CALM in
allocating resources between its 'conservation' and
product1on activities. . ‘

I am only generally awvare of the allocat1on of resources
between CALM regions. I have no reason to consider that
the balance is not appropriate, but I -could not provide
any detailed comments. : ' -

I am generally aware that there would be some benefits
from a broader distribution of powers under the CALM Act
to various categories of CALM Officers. I-do support
having these "powers ‘allocated to various categories of
officers, but I believe the details of such arrangements

“are better dlscussed with CALM staff.

Nature Conservation — Reserves

(23)

(24)
‘the Conservation Estate is a detailed one which would

Existing national parks and nature reserves .-are not
adequate to ensure the long term conservation of
terrestrial ecosystems and ecotypes in Western Australia.

The question of which ecosystems are under represented'in

have to be addressed in a long and comprehensive report.
However, two areas of particular concern are as f?llows.

Firstly, the Wheatbelt. Because of the high degree of
clearing - for ' agriculture, there is serious under
representation of the Wheatbelt, particularly the
Eucalypt forest areas formed on heavy land. = All such
areas currently uncleared should be preserved and it is
suggested that adequate funding should be provided for a
serious attempt to regenerate a substantial reserve using
land that has already been cleared in association with

some remnant vegetat1on.

Secondly, - the Kimberley area is not  adequately

- represented in the Conservation Estate Dbecause the

(25)

Conservation Through Reserves Committee, which did such
an excellent job for Western Australia, did not really
adequately consider the Kimberley and such obvious areas
for conservation, as the Bungle Bungle massif, were not
even included in the CTRC Recommendations. Many other
areas in the Kimberleys need to be preserved.

South west wetlands and estdar{es are not adequately
represented in conservation reserves because these highly
desirable areas were quickly sought out from early
settlement, and in general have been allocated to other
purposes or have been taken into private land tenure.
However, a variety of other management arrangements now
exist, such as -that represented by the Waterways:
Commission, which do much to 'see that the conservation
values of the south west wetlands and estuaries are



(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

(30)

(31)

(32)

‘nature reserves,

preeerved. The current mining proposal in the Lake Muir
wetland is an example of the serious residual problems we

have.

The Wandoo and Jarrah forest types are probably some of
the most safely protected natural systems in the

" Conservation Estate in terms of reserves.

The question of rare and endangered plant species is one
that takes up a considerable amount of time in the NPNCA.
Some- NPNCA members have specific interest and expertise
in this area "and work closely with CALM officers.
Although there is cause for concern about the status of
some plants, the NPNCA believes that the system being

adopted is satisfactory.

The situation with respect to protection of "Western
Australia's rare and endangered fauna is a very difficult
one, The loss of mammalian fauna is disastrous and is
well known. On the other hand the status of Western
Australia's invertebrate fauna is little known and the
research and survey resources are just not available to
remedy this gap in our knowledge. There are sure to be
many more problems than we currently know.

The NPNCA cannot take measures to resolve these problems
- because it does not command the kind of resources which

would be needed. It provides advice to CALM as well as
the Minister through frequent discussion of these topics.
Certainly CALM is synpathet1c to the needs of” rare and
endangered species in Western Australia. '

The general perception of the farming community about
small nature reserves is an issue that would be best
referred to the farming community. However, it is my
personal belief that farmers have not been very
sympathetic to small nature reserves and traditionally

regard them as havens for pest species, having relatively

little value from a conservation point of view.

If it were possible to change farm management to support
I believe one important step would be to
minimise summer grazing of farm land adjacent to the
reserves. The biggest danger to 'these small reserves is
from fertiliser and weed intrusion. Weeds are not -a
great problem without fertiliser, but wind erosion from
adjacent farm paddocks will provide both weed seeds and
surface soil plus fertiliser and this could permanently
change the flora of the nature reserve and thus render it
ineffective. This wind erosion is often unavoidable
following summer grazing of pastures or stubbles. Both
cropping and grazing of paddocks in winter, adjacent to
the reserves, are not likely to *provide any partlcular

problems for the reserves.

I think that community perceptions are already changing
about the value of small nature reserves, as farmers are
themselves taking much more interest in the preservation
of remnant native vegetation on farms, and are starting

to replant themselves in many cases.



(33)

(34)

(35)

(36)

(37)

Forest diseases are a very serious problem for nat1onal
parks and nature reserves.

I am unaware of the extent to which wildflower p1ck1ng is
causing or exacerbating the problem of disease in the
Conservation Estate. It "is considered that .licensed
wildflower pickers may well be phased out in time as
planted w1ldflowers become the main source for commercial

use.

The extent to which recreational use of the Conservation
Estate is exacerbating the spread of soil diseases is one
which CALM has considered at length. I believe that the
methods adopted by CALM are sensible and well based and
any further details could best be discussed with them.

The NPNCA takes a particular interest in CALM's dieback
research programme and many members have ‘attended -a
number of seminars on this topic. - We believe that the -
research is broad and well directed and could only be
improved if additional resources ~were to become
available. ' Such resources of course, would then have to
be allocated between a whole range of demands of which

soil dlsease research is only one.-

It is wunavoidable that the publlc and partlcularly the
voluntary conservation lobby, will suspect CALM of
adopting a forestry bias or approach to the management of
conservation land. This is-a result of the long years of
argument and debate when the Forests Department was

following Government p011c1es which were opposed: by the

.voluntary conservation lobby. Under the present policies -

I believe that CALM is éndeavouring to use all methods to
best achieve good conservation land management. The
NPNCA frequently debates management practises ‘and has
specifically looked at <chaining firebreaks- in the
Fitzgerald River National Park, as a possible method. We

‘have supported the methods which the Department has

adopted in these cases. -

Nature Conservatlon on Freehold Land'

(38)

(39)

The 'NPNCA is not dlrectly aware of the current level of
land clearing in Western Australia because this land

.clearing is taking place on land already alienated for

agriculture. Without doubt the remnant native vegetation

-has a value for nature conservation and the NPNCA would

support any moves to encourage retentlon of this remnant
vegetation.

From a nature conservation perspective the issue of’
continued land clearing depends on- the specific area
concerned. It is quite possible that some areas of land
could be cleared with little or no danger to flora or
fauna conservation. Indeed, probably most of .the damage
has already been done in areas such as the over-cleared
central Wheatbelt. However, continued land clearing on
any substantial scale on Crown land appears to have been
rejected by the community and the Government - nor is
there any strong support from agricultural interests.



(40) The role and ecological significance of remnan

(41)

vegetat1on on farms in the south west and agricultura
regions is mainly as a corridor for the movement of biot
from one area to another. In most cases the remnan
vegetation is of too small an area in itself. to provide
safe long term habitat for particular species.

The NPNCA considers that nature conservation objective:
can best be achieved by having a secure network of natur:
reserves and national parks of adequate size. Without
doubt the additional biota which can exist on farm land,

- particularly if :it is managed sympathetically, will be of

value to' the public and enhances the quality of that farn
land. As mentioned above, remnant vegetatlon can provide.

valuable movement corrldors.

(Ecoloq1ca1) Management of State Forests

(42)

(43) -

The ecologlcal research carried out by CALM on different
forest types ‘should .be discussed directly with that
organisation. The NPNCA has specifically satisfied
itself that the amount of research carried out by CALM in
forest areas is at least adequate compared to the amount
of research ~carried out generally throughout Western

‘Australia.

The NPNCA was involved in reviewing the Forest Region
Management Plans and at the same time, looked at the
Timber Strategy for Western' Australia, which was made
publicly available at that .time. The conservation of the
forest -ecosystem 1is best preserved in conservation
reserves and the NPNCA believed that such reserves were
set aside adequately for the various forest types. The
management of areas for forest production and multiple

. use is therefore of secondary importance to nature

conservation, compared to the specific reserves set aside
for this purpose.

It has to be recognised. that although the security of
some of these reserves is qualified, this .is an
unavoidable legacy of the agreement with Alcoa undertaken
by a previous government. I believe that taken as a
whole, the reserves are both- adequate and secure enough

in practice.

The issue of even-age trees applies in the karri forest

where the proportion of conservation reserves is the

~highest in the forest.

(44)

The NPNCA has frequent discussions with CALM on burning
strategies both for forests and ‘non forest areas. ~The
NPNCA is constantly pressing for more research on the
effects of. burning, or the various burning regimes

‘required to achieve specific management objectives. CALM

does have an active programme of research on burning and

its effect on ecology. -Members of the NPNCA were able to

recently review this in .a substantial seminar on CALM's

current research programmes. The only long term answer

to the many questlons on burning is to get specific



(45)

.research information as to the impact of the various

burning regimes so that the best regimes can be adopted
to achieve the various management objectives for

different areas of land.

Conservation values for forest areas as stated
previously, are best achieved by having conservation
reserves in these areas. The NPNCA believes that there.
is an adequate network of conservation reserves in forest
areas. However, the question of conservation in the
forest areas, is made very much easier than in many other
areas, because there is so much additional land being
managed in a sympathetic way. Comments on question 4 are

also relevant here.



Appendix 11.

Press release'by NPNCA, 20 June 1990



NATIONAL PARKS AND
NATURE CONSER\/ATION AUTHORIW

"The recent attack .on the National Parks .and = Nature
Conservation Authority by the Conservation Council of WA was
really a restatement of old prejudices which have no basis in
reality," said Norm Halse, Chairman of the Authority.

He said that the attack was clearly associated with the biased
Four Corners program on forest management in Western
Australia. The target of the attacks was. the Department of
"Conservation‘ and Land Management and its associated
controlling bodies including the Authority. Some of the
) Conservatidn Council’s statements were factually incorrect,
'some showed lack of knowledge of the management system for the
conservation . estate, ‘and some appeared to be deliberately
malicious. | o ' \

Mr Halse sald that some members of the Conservation Council
have maintained their opposition to CALM and the NPNCA since
- the formation of these bodies was first proposed. The
achievements_over/thé last five years were being ignored and
this recent attack was merely a restatement of the original
prejudice, o \ o

"The NPNCA has served a valuable role over the last five years
in supefvising the management plans for a large part of the
conservation estate, This had 4included ensuring that the
resource was presérved and resolving the many conflicts

 between a varlety of interest groups in the community," said
Mr Halse.

Confact: Norman Halse
4505492

HACKETT DRIVE CRAWLEY WESTERN AUSTRALIA TELEPHONE (09) 386 8811

T A CcoresLor nente ‘T e nngtesse 10 L onarment of Caonservohion onQ O3 L slalele}
) ,
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-

PO BOX 104. COMO 6152



Appendix 12.

Letter from Executive Director
to Dr Graham Chittleborough
25 June 1990.



QOFFICE
| OF THE
- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Department of Conservauon and Land Management Western Australia ,
Hacl(ett Drive, Crawley, Western Australia 6009. Telcphonc (09) 3868811, Telex AA94585, Facsimile (09) 3861578. .

Dr Graham Chittleborough
24 Watt Street -
SWANBOURNE WA 6010

Dear Graham

I have known you for a long time, and long respected your
inherent concern and expertise on environmental. matters,
especially in the marine area. L co o s

. Yt
I am therefore at a 1loss to understand how you can say
‘publicly, as you did on the Four Corners program, that I forced
a decision on -a group'of senior CALM scientists and managers
about the road, river and stream zones., Specifically, I am very
disappointed that .you claim we propose to halve the reserves
system. This is- sxmply not true. : : : : :

In fact the sequence of’ events has been open, it has involved
the EPA, ‘and it is still in progress. : :

In December 1987, the Regional Management Plan. for the Southern
Forest Region stated (pll) in part that:

* No changes will be made to the existing system w1thout

evaluation and approval by the EPA.
* ... the zones will not be subjected to clearfelling.
* However, selective cutting in the zones, which has ' been

practiced throughout the period since the  EIS was
approved, will continue. (This refers to the thinning of
even-aged regrowth stands which . originated-- ‘from
clearfelling and regeneration 50-odd years ago).

* There will be no decrease in the area of the existing
road, river and stream zones. (I have repeated this
statement publicly many times - see CALM News article
which appeared on the program).

A review of these strategies, foreshadowed in the regional
management'plan of December 1987, was prepared in March 1988.

i}



This review contained a proposal to reduce the width of
principally road reserves to the width accepted by the EPA in
1973, ie half the existing width, and to extend the number of.
streams covered so. that the total area of the road, river and
stream reserves system remained the same. As in the regional
management plan, no changes were to be implemented until
evaluation and approval by the EPA. .

In recommendation 3 of their bulletin 329 of July 1988,  -the EPA
say that they accept in principle the proposal by the
Department of CALM to introduce flexible management to road,
river and stream zones. The EPA wants CALM, after public
consultation, to submit a detailed proposal to it for
environmental impact assessment. We are in favour of this
procedure. .

I repeat that no changes have been made to the system since it
was introduced in the mid 1970s.

" With respect, Graham, I cannot see the basis for your public
statement denigrating myself and CALM’'s approach to management
of the road, river and stream zones. Our approach is open and
subject to EPA review.

The Department has been asked to prepare a detailed report on
the Four Corners program. We have already received
correspondence from the Australian Heritage Commission and the
CSIRO in Wwhich they disasSociate themselves from the way they
were presented on the program. It is quite possible that you
have also been misrepresented by clever editing. I would be
very happy to hear from you on this issue.

Attached are extracts from various documents on this subject.

Yours sincerely

Syd Shea
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

25 June 1990

Att




Inaddition, a number of ‘imposed’ activities must be provided for, e.g. community services and public
utilities (roads, reservoirs, power lines), and minerals, where mining on CALM land has been ap-
proved under the Mining Act or Special Agreement Acts,

Finally, lands managed by CALM arc an important ‘resource’ for research, scientific study and
education, and provision must be made to ensure these activities can proceed.

PRIORITY ZONES
Every area within a land use plan proposcd by CALM is dllOCdted a priority use. This is the value

which is most favoured by:

the specific attributes of the ecosystem;

the location, or accessibility of the area;

public demand for various uses;

the purpose for which the area is vested.

An area will often be suited to a number of uses. Uses which can be carried out in addition to, and
without conflicting with, the pnoruy use are called compatible uses. Compatible uses can occur on
the same area at the same time,

Uses that can be compatible with the priority use if practised under certain constraints (i.e., at cer-
tain periods or at very regulated levels) are referred to as conditional uses.

Uses which will always conflict with the priority use are rgfcrrcd loas mcompdublc uses. These can-
not be permitted on the same arca at the same time.

CALM follows two basic rules in the allocation of uses Lo an area:

any use allocated must be in accord with the tenure and purpose of the area; and

no use may be permitted which is detrimental to the priority use.

Within State forests, priority use arcas were historically referred to as Management Priority Areas
(MPAs). Onother tenures, priority areas have been called zones. The term zone is now favoured for
all tenures and will henceforth also be applied to State forests.

LAND USE PRIORITIES AND COMPATIBILITY
Six land use priorities (or zones) are recognised in the preparation of land use plans for CALM
lands:

Nature conservation;

Recreation;

Protection (of water catchments or other forest values);
Production (zoned for water, timber or other products);
Mining (where this is ‘imposed’);

Public utility.

In Table 1 the compatibility between these uses is set out. Table 2 shows the broad relationships be-
tween land uses and reserve categories.

The Special Situation of Road, River and Sfream Zones

A system of zones along major roads, rivers and streams was developed in the mid 1970s for State
forests in the Southern Forest Region. The system was incorporated into the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Marri Woodchip Project which was prepared by the Forests Department and
subsequently approw,d by the Enwronmcnldl Protection Authority. The system was dcsxgncd to
provide these primary values:

10



Vistas of forest for people driving through the région along major public roads;
buffer zones between logging areas and major watercourses;

a network of relatively undisturbed forest at the local level for fauna habitat, especially birds '
dependent on mature trees for nests, and as a source of fauna for the recolonisation of
* regrowth forest. :

This system has been successful, but can be improved. Wildlife and hydrological research over the
last ten years, together with more detailed knowledge about visitor patterns, have highlighted the need
to consider a re-arrangement of some arcas managed as road, river and stream zones. Preliminary
analysis has shown that a restructure of the system, without any change in total area of zones, can be
made so as to maximise the protective, conservation and aesthetic value of the system.

During the period of this plan it is proposed that an intensive review of road, river and stream zones
in the region will be undertaken with the objective of improving their efficiency in providing amenity,
wildlife habitat and stream protection. Commitments with respect to the review are:

No changes will be made to the existing system without evaluation and approval by the En-
vironmental Protection Authority. The new system will include a provision that road, river
and stream zones will not be subjected to clearfelling, It had previously been considered that
it may have been necessary to clearfell sections of the road, river and stream zones to compen-
sate for timber volumes foregone as a consequence of the termination of timber production in
the Shannon River Basin. However, selective cutting in the zones, which has been practised
throughout the period since the EIS was approved, will continue.

There will be no decrease in the area of the existing road, river and stream zones.

. TABLE 1
COMPATIBILITY OF LAND USES

\
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Priority Use Alternative uses
zone
Nature . .
Conservation Protection Recreation Production
Nature Compatible Conditional Not
.Conservation "‘Compatible
Protection Compatible Conditional Conditional
Recreation - Conditional Conditional Conditional
Production Conditidnal Conditional Conditional
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Specifically = the Authority concludes that there is scope for WACAP to
produce up to 750,000 tonnes of woodchips from resources in South-Western
Australia. The limits to producing woodchips from old-growth forest outlined
in the Timber Production Strategy are:

1980 - 1990; 583,000 cubic metres
1991 - 1995, 553,000 cubic metres
1996 - 1998, 442,000 cubic metres

The shortfall between Qoodchips derived from old growth foreét and from the
quantity sought by WACAP would be made good from thinnings from regrowth
forest, or eucalyptus plantations on private properties.

The _Aut t er n t

of timbey yesource into woodchips ﬂnQ_thg11_&:3n1ngztasign_ani_zxngxt_ﬂxg

nvi a

The Authority’s recommendations are:

RESOURCE FROM INTEGRATED HARVESTING OPERATTIONS

' RECOMMENDATION 1

The. Environmental Protection Authority considers that there is no rational

justification for confining the taking. of wood chip resource’ to "the- existing

_Woodchip - Licence Area. The recommendations in this Report should therefore
be taken to refer to all of the Northern, Central and Southern Forest

Regions.

RECOMMENDATION 2

The ‘Environmental Protection Authotity. notes the volume of woodchip-

production from old growth forest described in  the Timber. ' Production

Strategy The Authority recommends that this be strictly observed

. RECOMMENDATION 3

Thé Environmental Protection Authority accepts in principle the proposal by
‘the Department of Conservation and . Land Management to’ introduce flexible

>1managemcnt to'Road, River and Stream Zones. The Authority. accepts that thesc
... zones should be redistributed and managed to protect:the values for which
" ‘they are intended. ie 'in Road Zones these will include, principally, the
~protection of visual amenities and the provision of faunal refuges, and in
«‘Stream Zones, protection against silt and salt impacts and  also the
',provision of faunal refuges. ’ ’ ;

-

The Authority recommends that the Department of Conservation and Land
Management  consult with the public to develop a detailed proposal for Road,
‘River and Stream Zones to be submitted to the Environmental Protection
_ Authority for environmental impact assessment. No cutting of Road River and

Stream Zones should occur in the interim

'RECOMHENDATION 4

The Environmental Protection Authotity récommends that the Department of

:“.'Conservation and Land Management, as part of the review and referral to the

viii
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Vol. 4 No. 40 Juhe 1988

RECENT criticism of CALM
-over false claims made by environ-
mental groups and some members
of the tourism industry that the
Department proposes to halve the
 karri stream, river and road reserve
. system must be defended. .

The Department has made a number
of recommendations in a review of the
system — entitled The Road, River and
Stream Zone System in the Southern

has been submitted to the Environmen-
tal Protection Authority. :

The EPA are reviewing the proposal
and will submit a recommendation on
‘whether to accept the proposal or not
to the Minister for Conservation and
Land Mangement, Barry Hodge. .

CALM’s submission proposes 2 redis-

zones to imrpove the conservation of
flora, fauna and the hydrology of the
southern forest.

Forest of Western Australia — which’

 tribution of road, river and stream

SW zone system — the facts

This proposal is based on extensive

scientific research undertaken since the -

reserve system was introduced more
than 15 years ago.

The research indicated that conserva-
tion and hydrological values would be

better protected if the zones were re- -

allocated to favour streams.

Under our proposal the total area of
the new system will be the same as the
existing one.

An additional oonsnderanon for
CALM was how to maintain contrac-
tual arrangements with the timber indus-
try following the State Government’s

-decision to reserve the Shannon Basin

as a national park.

. As the existing road zone system is
twice the width requued by EPA — that

By SYD SHEA

is, twice the width required by law —
it was suggested that the deficit in tim-
ber - supplies could be made up by
clearfelling the road reserves to 200m on
either side of the roads.
This suggestion was rejected. There
will be no clearfelling.
Following a careful evaluaton of all
timber resources during the preparatxon
of the Timber Strategy it is now pro-

. posed to selectively cut some of the outer

areas of some of the road and river
reserve system, that is in some-areas wi-

* thin the zone that are furthest from

some roads.

Rather than detracting from the forest -

the proposal is expected to benefit the

“forest in a number of ways.

In particular is the added protection

of stream zones where the best exam- -

ples of forest can be found and where
fauna is most abundant and diverse.
The thinning of the road reserves will
improve the growthof the forest within
the reserves while the regeneration of

_ those areas selectively cut will provide

a multi-tiered forest in both age and size
that will provide nesting hollows for

both birds and mammals as the older -

trees die.

Water quality will be maintained
while .increased protection of streams
will reduce sedimentation.

. The aesthetic values of the forest will
be maintained and in some cases un-
proved by the use of landscaping prin-

- forest.
some plaws improved.

ciples in the forest along roadways.
The river and stream zones were es-
tablished because they were known to
be areas of high biological diversity as
well as to protect watercourses.
CALM’s recommendation will en-

‘hance and expand this protection.

Road zones were established to main-
tain a vista for travellers of undisturbed
. this will be maintained and in

Envirnmentalist claims that these
buffer zopes will be clearfelled are not
supported in CALM’s proposal.

Claims that the forest will be
clearfelled to provide timber to be
chipped is also wrong. ,

It should be remembered that under.
the terms of the Department’s Region-
al Management Plans and Timber
Strategy about 50 per cent of the karri
forest is now either in national parks, na-
ture reserves or in-an area zoned with
a priority for conservation and
recreation.

i CYCTONE DETAYS




Appendix 13.

Transcript of part of

ABC Regional Radio (Bunbury)
morning program with Sharon Kennedy
interviewing Mark Colvin.



by the timber industry and not jnsf in fh@ south west
that there is some inherrent economic good in having a
‘timber industry and we were having a look at that
praposition particularly in relation to the kind of
prices that the timber industry' pays for its raw
material :

Thats the question that has been brought up over here
for oh many times by very many people, not just Tony
Drake. Who were some of the other people that you
talked to for the programme.

Well we've spoken to well in one sense it is difficult
- for me to tell you that because I .spoke to a very
large number of people within the timber industry and
within the Conservation and Land  Management
department. I was given a great deal of informatioh
which I was able to use in an off the record sense but
quite clearly this is an extremely sensitive issue and
many more people spoke to me freely off the record
than were prepared to speak to me on the record.

Yes thats very interesting. We had someone talk to us
on- talk back to the programme last week who was a
little reluctant because they were part of the fimber
industry. Why 1s that do you think? :

It is probably easier for you to judge the answer to
that question over there than it is for me. = I
certainly found that scientists for instance within
the Copservation and Land Management department were
very reluctant to come out and speak because they were
~afraid they told me of the kind of retaliation that
might be " taken against them or against lets say
relatives or friends of theres who still work within
the department, even pecople who have left the
department still find it quite hard to speak out.
There is a prevailing feeling that the department is
fairly unforgiving of people who express contrary
views to its own., ‘

The sorts of pressures also extend to the Four Corners
programme don't they. Its been very interesting shall
we say to look at the reaction to a programme that
hasn't even gone to air yet, just the number of calls
that have come into this station here in Bunbury. I
mean what sort of pressures are put upon you as you do
these sorts of stories.

Well, I would say nothing out of the ordinary, I mean
everytlme Four Corners does a story people do want to
get their views across. We certainly have been
deluged with faxes from people particularly wanting to
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Media statement by Bob Pearce
~Minister for the Environment
21 June 1990
and letter from John W Stocker
Chlef Executlve of CSIRO, 21 June 1990.



BOB punce MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT '
+" AN LEADER OF THE HOUSE IN THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY m"oago

- 2146/

MEMBERFORARMADALE - e
The CSIRO had rojqctdd allegations -on Pour Corne this
waek that its scientists had .'complainved about] CALN

withholding information, Environment Minister Bob |Pearce
said today. | ' |

He said that the Chief Executive of the C8IRO, Dr John
Etocker, disputed the programme’s assertion that and
the CSIRO did not co-oOperate. ‘

Dr Stocker wrote to CALM'S Executive Director, Dr 6yd Sheat :
"...I and the CSIRO scientists concerned in the -programme

value CALM's co-operation highly .

Four -Corriexs made much of the allegat.ionvtlhat CAIM had not
c'o4Oporated with the *CSIRO', Mr Pearce said. |

But Dr 8tocker said that the clain that CALM had obs bructed
the CSIRO had been made by the reporter and that at no time

~ did the CSIRO ‘scientists who appeared in the progragme say‘, -
anythinq to thia eftect'.. ' S

Dr 'Sto.ck'er also said_ 'that *in. sonie ‘instances commgnts by
CSIRO scientists were taken out of context". ' '

Mr Pearce said this came after an unequivocal rejection of
the FPour Corners  line that the Australian HLritaqe
Conmigsion was in conflict with CALM by Mr Gerard |Barly, .
the Acti.nq Director of theodmniauion. =

It would be honourablo tor l"our Cornera to apploqiao
publ.lely for its programme after rebuttals by neaxly all
the groups concerned with it. :

whhbhdhhbdhhhdddd v hhddd

’ GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA ' ’
18TH FLOOR. ALLENDALE SQUARE. 77 8T GEORGE 8 TERRACE PERTH, W.A. 6000, T ELe (09) 325 8422




CSIRO

AUSTRALIA
Chief Executiva

John W Stocker msss php

#  Limestone Avenus, Cafberra, ACT. Postal Address PO Box 225, Dickson, ACT 26
Telephone (06) 276 6621. Telex AA 62003 Fax (06) 276 6628

21 June, 1990.

Dr S. Shea
Executive Director
Department of Conservatlon and Land Management

PO Box 104
' COMO ~ WA. 6152

Dear Dr Shea

INVQLVEMENTIOF CSIRO SCIENTISTS IN FOUR CORNERS -PROGRAM

Dr Roy Green has drawn my attention to your facsimile message
of 19 June 1990 about the contribution of CSIRO scientists to
the Four Corners program shown on the 18 and 19 of this month.

I should 11ke-to point out,that the CSIRO scientists said only
that there had been a difference of opinion between them and
CALM scientists about the categorisation of some one thousand
plant species on the rare and threatened list as being "poorly

known".

The CSIRO sc1ent1sts did not claim that CAIM had not prov1ded
them with the information necessary for their review, as is
stated in the press release accompanying your facsimile. A _
statement that obstruction by CAIM had been a problem was made
by the reporter in 1ntrodu01ng a segment featuring Dr Leigh of
CSIR0O, but at no time did either he »r Mr Brlggs say anything
to this effect . )

I enclose a copy of the transcript of the segment involving the
CSIRO 501entlsts. ‘I see nothing there which_CSIRO needs to

retract.

A careful reading of the transcript will show that while the

Four Corners reporter may have claimed that obstruction from

CAIM has been a problem, no such. intention could be ascribed

~the CSIRO scientists concerned. In some instances comments by
CSIRO scientists were taken out of context.

Research Advan cing Aﬁufé,fr“o lia



I regret the distress which the program has caused to you and
CALM scientists and assure you that I and the CSIRO scientists
concerned in the program value CALM's cooperation highly.

Yours sincerely
| / —

John W. stockerv

(E’, /)‘Q.L/{,U\LM'{’ _ :9\,&6/( /tOY



News -

_ | : Conservation
E L : E A S E and Land

Management

CALM SCIENTISTS UPSET BY FOUR CORNERS PROGRAM

"CALM research scientists are upset at being misrepresented on
the ABC Four Corners program last night," said Dr Andrew
Burbidge, Chief of Research in CALM. '

On the program, two CSIRO botanists claimed that CALM had not
provided'them with the information necessary for'a review of
Rare and - Threatened Australian plants which they were
coordinating.

Dr Burbidge said "Western Australia has had endangered flora
legiélation since 1980. We were the first State to have such
legislation and until Victoria passed their Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act recently we were the only State in Australia with
such legislétion. CALM has the best data base on endangered
flora anywhere in Australia and has readily provided all its
data (except the exact locations of declafed endangered plants)
to the CSIRO. CALM has carried out extensive surveys of
endangered plants in Western Australia over the last 15 years
and has recently published a book "Western Australia’s
‘Endangered Flora"” which provides details on all rare and
endangered plants;. CALM has also recently published a
management program for all endangered plants in the Northern
Forest Region and is developing similar'programs for the other
forest regions. Suggestions that 'CALM is secretive in this
regard are ridiculous," Dr Burbidge said.

Department of [ seem—m——"
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Four Corners program inferred that many endangered plants
threatened by timber operations, especially clearfelling
replanting in the karri forest. Dr Burbidge éaid this is:
the case., Only nine out of 238 decléredvendangered species

in Western Australia occur in State forest in the Southern
Forest Region and none of these are threatened by logging.

Contact: Dr Andrew Burbidge,vphéne 405 5100.
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Glossary from Southern Forest Region
Regional Management Plan page 66
illustrating typist’s error.



"THE ERROR IN
Exotic: Aplantmlroduccdfromanolherlocallly Not indigenous. TRANSCRIPTION WAS
: MADE. ReADIN C-rFRU"l
™ PAGE. .. -

[see ~exr PrgeT]

Fauna: Animal life,

‘Feral: An introduced or domestic ahimal now living in the wild.
Fiora: Plant life.

Forest: An écosystcm characterised by a more or less dense and extensive tree cover.

Geology: The science which investigates the history of the earth’s crust, from the earliest times to the
commencement of the historical period.

Geomorphdlogy: The description and inlcrpretalioh of landforms.

Group Selection: A silvicultural system in which the crop is felled in small groups either to permit
regeneration to develop or to release advancc growth.

Hardwood: The timber of broadleaved trees, and the trees thcmsclvcs, bélongmg to lhe botamcal .
group Angiosperms, e.g. Eucalypls

Hydrology: The study of water movcmcnts quality, distribution and ulilisation, above, on and bclow
the ground. v

Interpretation: The process of communicating the significance (bringing out the meaning) of anarea
by describing and cxpldmmg its characteristics..

Jurassic: Penod of gcologlcal time, from about 135 mllhon to 195 million years ago.
Landform All the physical recognizablc naturally formed features ofAldnd havingachardclcristic

shape; includes major forms such as a plain, mountain, or plateau, and minor forms such as a
hill, valley or alluvial fan. :

-La%beC at which logs have been accumulated for lh@osc of loading on to'a ha@K
: vehicle
THESE TWO SECTIONS BECAME.

TRAN SED
Laterise: The weathering of rock/soil which leads to the removal of silica and alkalies, rcstﬁlmg ina
so:l or rock with high concculrauons of i iron and aluminium oxides (ldlcme)

Mature forest: The stage at which a stand best fulfils the (mal@c for which it was @
c. g produces the best possxblc supply of specified prodic

Mesozoic:  Era-of geological time from about 65 million to about 245 million years ago.

Monadnock: An isolated hill or mass or rock which stands above the surrounding country because
its rock has been more resistant to c¢rosion than the rock of the area. -

Multiple use mvanageltnent: ‘The use of land, especially forest land, lor several different purposes.
Some types of use are compatible with each other, but others may not be compatible, in which
case it is necessary to set a priority or even exclusive use for a particular area.

Objective: A specific statement of measurable results (o be achieved within a specific time period.

_ Permian; Period of geological time from about 240 million to about 280 million years ago.

Pests: Troublesome or destructive animals, including insects, either introduced or native.

Plain: An extensive arca of level or gently undulating land, usually of low altitude.

Plateau: An extensive, level or mainly level area of elevated land.

66



58. ees AND RESULTED
N THIS

legging,é -Felling~end hauling of logs:

mature forest : The stage aﬁ_Which a stand best fulfils the

main). purpose of loading on to a hauling iiiiif}:)

‘prescribed burning : The application of fire to land under such

conditions of{weather, soii moisture, time of.day and oﬁher

._factors that wili‘result in the cohtrolied spreed and
inﬁensity of heat required £Q accomplieh epecific
silvicultural,‘environmentai or firevhazard ﬁeduetion
objectives. |

S~

. rare species :  Less. than a few thousand reproductively mature

specimens are known to exist in the wild.

regeneration : The process of forest renewal, or the plants

'reéulting frem natural regeneration process.
regrowth : Regeneration at the sapling or pole stage of growth.
salinity : The concentration of dissolved salts in water.

sawlog. : A log of suitable size’and grade tobproduce sawn

timber.
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OFFICE
OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Department of Coriservation and Land Management Western Australia
Hackett Drve. Grawlev, Woestern Austeabue Telephone (09) Js68aH, Telex AA‘HS&ST Facamile (09) 1861578,

Mr David Hill

Managing Director

Australian Broadcasting Commission
PO Box 9994

SYDNEY NSW 2001

Fa 2 36-057

Dear Mr Hill

You are undoubtedly aware that the Four Corners program that
was shown on Monday evening, 18 June, which featured the south-
west forests of Western Australia, has caused considerable
controversy. I will be writing to you formally registering our
extreme concern at the bias and misrepresentations contalned in
the program.

I am writing to you, however, on a personal matter. I am -
- totally disgusted with the way the Four Corners team used my
child to launch a personal and snide attack on me. The details
of what happened is attached in a copy of a letter to the
Federal President of the Australian Journalists Association.

I am writing to you to request a public¢ apology for the way the
Four Corners team exploited myself and my daughter as part of
their campaign to discredit me,

Since I 'was a teenager, .I have been a fan of the ABC and’
particularly the Four Corners program. It saddens me that your
organisation contains people who are without ethxcs.

Yours sxncerely

2 P

"Syd Shea : .
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

20 June 1990 e

Encl
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Mr-Barry Porter
President
Australian Journalists Association

FAX (02) 281 4360

Dear Mr Porter

You are undoubtedly aware that the Four Corners program that
was shown on Monday night which focused on the forests of south
Western Australia has provoked considerable controversy. My
Department will be making a formal submission to the ABC and
the Commonwealth Cmbudsman which will detail the gross bias and
distortions in the program. I will be providing you with copxes
of this submission, - .

The matter I would like to.raise with you immediately, however,
concerns me personally. Towards the end of the program, the
presenter commenced & personal attack on myself. The program
showed film of me with a baby and the presenter made the
comment “"Shea is widely acknowledged as the real power in the
State’'s forests. He wields considerable clout in the ruling
Labor Party, and he has the politician’s knack of kissing
babies when there’'s 'a camera about.,” Copy of a transcript of
this section is enclosed. :

What Mr Colvin did not ‘inform the viewing public was that the
Four Corners team had asked me to pick up a baby to get a
gereral shot and that the baby was my .own. Apart from the fact
that this segment Ras caused my own family personal distress, a
number of idcurrnalists, including members of the ABC in Perth
have expressed disgust at the tactics of the Four Corners team.

~Mr Colvin, I note in a public statement, has claimed that I
wgnted my baby filmed. My concern was not that my baby was
filmed, put that I was deliberately set up and that she and I
were used to substantlate a snide comment, : :

It is particularly galling that the Four Corners,team stooped
to this level because I went out of my way to assist them when
they were in Western Australia and in partlcular to make myself
available for the interview,

PR KT



When they first arrived in Western Australia, I was asked to
set aside a time on Tuesday,; 5 June. Later in that week, I
received an apoiogetic call from Mr Colvin stating that his
assistant had got it wrong and would I be able to do the
interview on Monday, 4 June. I pointed out that Monday was. a
holiday and that on each of the three previous weekends I had
been working and had had no time with my family.
Notwithstanding this, ! agreed to do the ‘interview on Monday,
4 June, commencing at 8.30am. My wife and young daughter came
because they had anticipated having & picnic with me that day.

It is a fact that I joked with the Foéur Corners team that they.
should do the interview with my daughter on my knee to "soften.
my image”. ‘

The interview was prolonged finishing at approximately 11,30am
to 12 noon. o _

They then requested the opportunity to film me and my Minister
at.a function being held i{n another part of Perth at lunch
time. I agreed and provided them with a map. '

It was then that I was asked to pick up my baby "because she
had been so good during the morning" so that they could obtain
their general vision, v ~

I believe what the Four Cornérs team did was totélly unethical
and I hope that you will be able to make some public statement

disassociating ethical journalists from the Four Corners team.,

Yours sincerely

yd Shea -
EXECUTIVE. DIRECTOR

20 June 1990

Encl
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To get higher recoveries, you actua\iy have to employAmore people
4n the long term, ‘ :

’HARKVCOLVIN: After decades of protection, Bunnings s extremely

rﬁagozant %0 the fded of having to pay 3 free market price for
timber, . ‘

B0OB BUNNING: Well, you've got @ total uncertainty, it for a
suurce, every year, the future of your business depended upon you
putting vp your hand at &an auction, you wou1dn t have 2 business,

But, what - about the people, you know, our. company employs. 3500
people, and about 2500 depend upon forest industry. : :

HARK COLVIN: - The Jobs that are supported by - protecting the
industry, ore exceptiona11y lowly paid. ' : .

The Timber Industry Award is one of Austra|1és- lbwest.\ Many
Bunnings workers dre- be10w the poverty line. : . .

It ‘meang Federa\ Government Fam11y Welfare Payments. topping -up
the fncomes of the poorest, amount to yet another hidden subsidy
for the fndustry. o

Western Australias Parks and Wildlife, (fke Wectern Australias
trees, 8sre effdctively 1{n the hands of one man, Syd Shes3, 2
public servant, who's already out lasted several of his
minwsters. : 5

Shea 1s widely acknowledged as the real power in _the states
forests. He wields coansiderable ¢lout fn the ruling Labor
Party, &nd he has the politictans knack of kissing ‘babies: "when
there's 3 camera abdout.,

But when the Resource Assessment Commission  ¢omes over from.
Conﬁerra,, Syd Shea may have under-estimated what he's dedling
with, _ '

SYD SHEA: _We've had the Resources Assessment Commission, not
811 the commissioners, but a commissioner and their staff, and we
took them through the torest, much of the forect that you saw
today, they acclaim what they saw,

‘ for fnternal use only '
Al mntnvt e net n: \‘[\f il s not ‘)(\ (“cgpm”‘d(ed l” nnv W(W
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A
OFFICE
- OFTHE |
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Department of Conservation and Land Management Westen Australia
Hackett Dnive, Crawley, Western Australia 6009, Telephane (09) 3868811, Telex AA94585, Facsimile (09) 386 1578,

Mr David Hill

Managing Director

Australian Broadcastlng Commiss;on
PO Box 9994

SYDNEY NSW 2001

Fax 02 356-5344

Dear Mr Hill

I would have thought that Mark Colvin, if he could not
apologise publicly for his unethical use of my daughter, would
have at least remained silent. Instead Mr Colvin is -desperately
~trying to regain credibility by scurrilous statements to the
press. I refer particularly to an interview that Mr Colvin
conducted on ABC radio in Western Australia on the Kevin Hume
"Drive-Time" program run yesterday. I attach a copy of the
transcript. C ~

For the sake of clarlty, I will deal with Mr Colvin’s comments
point by point: ' '

1. As I have stated in my previous correspondence to you, I
had no objection to my baby being included in a general
vision shot. What I objected to was the use of that vision
with the following voice-over - '

"Shea is widely acknowledged as the real
power in the State’'s forests., He wields
considerable clout in the ruling Labor
Party, and he has the politician’'s knack of
kissing babies when there's a  camera
about." o ' ‘ : ‘

. The Four Corners’ producer asked me to pick up my baby
"because she had been so well behaved durlng the morning”.

2. Does Mr Colvin expect you and those journallsts in the ABC
who have ethics to believe -

"He's the first person I've ever known to
demand that we do an interview with hlm
with the baby sitting on his knee.

It makes it extremely difficult, as you can

imagine, to do .television 1nterv1ews, 50 wé
demurred." (Seewtranscrlpt)



The facts are as I stated previously, I arrived at the
~-interview with my family because as a special favour to Mr
Colvin I agreed to do the interview on a. public holiday
when they were expecting to go on a picnic. When the Four
Corners team arrived, I went out of my way to be pleasant
although I had a fair idea that the outcome of the program
wouldn’t be favourable to me. To create the right
atmosphere, I jokingly said "Could I do the interview with
my daughter to soften my image." There were further
references to my daughter because she was playing in the
room next door to where the interview was being conducted.

Do you really believe Mark Colvin's statement that I
"demanded" to have my daughter on my knee for three hours
whlle he conducted the interview?

3. Mr Colvin also states in the interview that I stipulated
that when they went to the subsequent environment day
festival in Cannington, I insisted they did not interview
my Minister who would be there. This is true. The request
for general vision was made at the end of my interview.
Although my Minister knew I was doing the interview, he
had no knowledge that the Four Corners team would be
turning up at a. function that he was officiating  at
unannounced. In fact, I thought it was gracious of me to
allow them to go to Mr Pearce’s luncheon, because in my
mind I was worried that I would have placed my Minister in
an embarrassing situation. :

The polnt that my Minister made on Gerry Gannon’'s late
night show was that Four Corners had not approached him at
all during the time they had visited Western Australia for
a comment. What Mr Colvin attempted to do was to suggest
~that I was. responsible for Four Corners not approaching my
Minister, because hours before the crew was about to leave
I requested they not take my Minister by surprise at a:
_fgnctlon where the objectlve was - to take general vision
shots.,

4. Mr Colvin also deliberately misrepresénts the incident

' that occurred involving the Minister for Education, Mr
Geoff Gallop. I was talking to Mr Gallop at the function
and Mr Gallop pointed out to me that the Four Corners crew
had a boom microphone placed near me and were also
filming. I obviously was not prepared to have my private
conversation with a Minister of the Crown recorded without
my knowledge. Consequently, I asked the film crew to move
away .- . . .

As a permanent Head of a Department, I am quite prepared to
accept that I am fair game to the media on work matters. I do
.not believe, -however, that the Four Corners crew had the right
to exploxt my family.
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I hope the ABC will at least try to redress the personal
, distress to my family that their actions have caused by
apologising.

I will not be making any further public comment on this
incident. I had to issue a press release because I was aware
that Mr Colvin was making public statements which were
mischievous -and incorrect. I will be providing copies of this
letter, however, to my Minister, the Federal Minister for
Communications and the large number of people who have rung me
personally, including many from the ABC, expressing their
concern at the ethics of the Four Corners team.

Yours sincerely

Pl

Syd Shea
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
21 June 1990

. Encl



J. GRIFFIN PTY. LTD,  voopouing  MONITORING PERTH MEDIA
PO. Box 42, North Perth, 6006, Phone 328 9915,

_ 20/06/90 ~ DRIVETIME
Date: 1964 Programme: : : -
Time: 5.00pm Presenter; ___Kevin Hume '
Source GHE _ .
: ‘Four Corners' programme controversy.
Subject: prog Y
it is reported that:

KEVIN HUME: Well, on Monday night it might have
" been a programme about the way our precious native
forests were being managed in the State's South-West,
but it's rapidly becoming “the affair of 8Syd Shea's

baby".

Mr (sic) Shea's the executive director of the Department
of Congervation and Land Management and he faels, I guess,
understandably “put through the wringer" hy Four.Corners,
Four Corners showing on Monday pight CALM as more concerned
with logging than forest conservationh, with favourable

- deals of milling giants, Bunnings, than the little opérator
in the field, with sccrecy over the real state of those
forests, and with poor forest management that helps, not

hinders, the spread of dieback.

Well, last night Syd. 8hea, in what might politely be
called a rambunctious fall, had a go at conservationists

and éritics of his management and, in particular, at Four

Corners themselves.,

SYD SHEA (CALM’: The programme really reflects very,
very poorly on the professionalism of the ABC. It was a
scurrilous programme and people, Kevin, talk about the

2/ees
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Department being the Coward's Castle. The real Coward's
castle appears to be in the editing room of the ABC Four

. Corners producers.,

HUME 3 And Environment Minigter, Bob Pearce,
who was the silent presencae in that Four Corners programme,
last night on Gerry Gannon's Show on 6WF had this to say.

' BOB PEARCE (Environment Minister): ...the broad specturm

- of people who have views about the forast, and that one
extreme end, of people like Dr Schultz, who would rether

not see a tree touched. That is, that they are opposed

to the timber industry, and they just want to see the

forest preserved,

At the other end, I guess there are people who chop down
every tree they saw and send it off to Japan.

Now, wea're not'proposing to accept either of those extremes,

but we recognise the right of people in our kind of
‘democracy to have those views at either extreme.

What's important to us is striking'the balance, and I think
if Fouxr Corners are going to come to Western Australia they
ought: to a£ least do us. the courtesy of discussing what our
policy is, and our efforts to strike that balance, and then
- trying to make a judgement about whether that balance had

been‘struck or not.

HUME: . . The big guns in action there - Bob Peaxce,
the Environment Minieter; ‘before that CALM boss, Syd Shea.

Well thén, of course, is the whole of husineass ofrthe baby

that was shown at a barbecue at Four Corners, and the man
who's report has caused the whole stir, Mark Colvin,

3/ese



Mark, let's start with that baby. There's a bit of
controversy already. Syd Shea raised it lagt night on
Drive. Was Four Corners trying to set up Syd Shea with
- the "baby-kissing" oxercise, if you 1ike, without his
knowledge and consent? '

NARK COLVIN (Four Corners journalist): Kevin, I
understand that the accusation against us is that we
set ghea up by that, and I am really ~ what can I say -
flabbergasted by that allegation.

We spent a morning with Syd Shea doing an inter§iew with
him. He had brought the baby along to the intexview.

Heasked us at least, well, ten to a dozen times to £11m
him with the baby, to film the baby with him.

He's the first person I've ever known to demand that we
do an interview with him with the baby sitting on his.
knee,

It makes it extremely dirficult, as you can imagine, to
do television lntCIVleWB, 50 we demurred

He thén asked us along to - we accompanied him to a,
what we call in the business, a “photo.opportunity" which
wae happening that day at a park.

We were filming him talking to a member of the West
Australian Cabinet. He took great exception to thnt.
and asked us to film him doing something else.

We said, "what?", he said, "What about with my baby?",
Yo we Baid,’ "Okay".' ‘ :

a/...
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The idea that we set him up is quite extraordinary to

me.

HUME: ' Now, there's a further point relating
to that Cabinet Minister you referred to - Environment
Minister, Bob Pearce, who last night on Gerry Gannon's
~8how here in Perth complained also why didn't you want
to talk to him? :

’COLVINt. I don't know who is giving Bob Pearce
his information, but it was he who suggested we set up.
Syd Shea and this, again, comes from him. =

As I say, I don't know where he's getting his information
from, but let me tell him that, when we went to that

| pho‘to'0ppor‘tunity at which he was present,.we went with
Syd Shea on the condition imposed hy Syd Shea that we
not do an interview with Bob Pearce. :

That-was a stipulation laid‘down by Syd Shea , and I may
say that there are four of us in the crew, and there's
absolutely no queation in any of our minds that this is

the casge,

I'm talking about the truth. I'm not just making a
loose allegation here, ’

HUME: _ Now, a further a wider point that syd
Shea raised laat nxght on thia programme, on Drive, that
you 'd refused to qcknowledge what he called the "enormous
strides" that CALM had made under his management in terms
of preserving forests. Is that a fair point?

COLVIN: I don‘t believe it's a tair point. We
did rcfer, on several occasionu, in the film to positive

3
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aspects of CALM's management. We went out of our way to
say, yes, iﬁdeed, that they'were'planttng more trees than
they were cutting down, for instance, and planting quite
a lot more on cleared land, and so forth.

‘But, a8 I pointed out in the film, the debate wasn't
about that, It.was about the kind of forest management
that Lhey were putting in its place, and whether they
were production forestry oriented, or whether they were

ecologically oriented.i

‘Now, I mean, we are not a public relations operation.
We were not there to make a PR film for Syd Shea. We
are journaliste, and Four Corners has a §ery high
reputation for its journalism, and I believe that we

upheld it.

- HUME: v Well, part of that reputation for good
jodrnalism, of course, depende on the Choroughness of-
one's sources, the thoroughness of the chécking of the
facts, the thoroughness also with which one makes the
statements or claims, and then has backing for them. -

Critical question of the information, and the secrecy
~ of infoxmation with which CALM, you allege, treats 8o
many of those who want that information,

Yesterday, the Heritage Commission, who seemed to have
had, according to your programme, difticulty in getting

forest information from CALM,

That Commission yesterday said they were misrepresented
on the programme., Were they?

COLVIN I, again, find it remarkable to hear .
that coming from the Australian Heritage Commission.

G/ooo



We had repeated conversations with him.- with them. '.One
of our rescarchers even went to Canberra to speak to-
them; it wasn't just in terms of telephone conVersations.

We, as I say, repeatedly spoke'to them and we were very,
very anxious to get back to them, which we did several
times, to make sure exactly what we could say on and off

the record.

Now, what we said was said in the knowledge that we had -
spoken to the Heritage Commission,-and under those
ircumstances. ' '

Given that what we were given was off the record, and
it was not off the recoxd but was unattributable, I'm
reluctant to go further and tell you who exactly we

spoke to, obviously, but if they are actually. denying
that what we said was true, I find it really remarkable, -

HUME: . . Now, there's a further point, of course. -
Boh Pearce intends, I gather, taking you to the Ethics
Committee of -the Australian Jourhalists' Association.

The last time that Four Corners came to Western Australia
and created something of a comparable stink, if you like,
was over the question of black deaths in custody.

That resulted subsequently in a Royal Commission., I
wonder whether, in fact, that great weight of tradition
on the part of Four Corners might have influenced the
way that you approached this particular subject,

COLVIN: Thera are two points there, Kevin. The
first is that, as I understand it, this proposal: to take
us to the Ethicse Committee relates to the business of the

L7



allegation that we set up Syd Shea with the baby, and,

I believe that I've effectively refuted that,

We did not. If anything, it was the other way around.
We were repecatodly requested -to film him with the baby.

On Lthe other side, what can I say? We've bheen accusged

over tho last couple of days of being “Eastexrn States'
media", which I understand in some circles in Western
Australia is the most poisonous. accusation you can makel

I hear - my reaction to that is the same as my executive
producer, lan MciIntosh's, who used to work in Perth for
the ABC some time ago, and he sai@ "Look, I thought we

were all Australians'.

HUME: .. I'm soxry, we've run out of time there,
Mark. We're going to have 1ea§e_that discusgion there
and, hopefully, we'll leaQe the whole matter of Four
Corners and their treatment of that particular argument.

That's it for Drive, thanks for being with ug today.

- I'11l be back again tomorrow at four.

Rk ok &k K
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Letter from Alex Nicholson,
Resource Assessment Commission,
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Dr Shea

Four Corners

Richard Mills (as RAC Head of Office or a RAC spokesman)
spoke to Ray Moynahan as discussed and agreed that Four
Corners could say "Following a visit to WA forests staff
from the RAC Secretariat had said that some of the things
CALM were doing were good and innovative but that the RAC
had not reached final conclusions or issued a report",

Mr Moynahan pressed strongly for us to comment further on
the "acclaim" quote bhut we declined. He admitted at the end
of the conversation that during the interview you had
qualified your original remark in vour reference to "they
acclaimed what they saw". He did not read out your remarks
in response to the "seal of approval” guestion however.

T gather the program is due to go to alr in two weeks time.

Regards

Alex Nicolson » ?7£
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Letter to Mark Colvin

_ requesting contact with

CALM's regional office in Manjimup,
‘ 26 May 1990.



E:)f PARTMENT OF € " CN'EE VAT (?N A“‘“ 3LAND BANA i

Pbmemﬂm#dkmmmbua _ Regional office
- Brain Street
MANJIMUP W A 6258

Your Ref:

QurRef:
enquiresA Walker

- o N . _ -

Mr Mark Colvin
Four Corners
ABC Television

L | - J

Dear Mark

My Executive Director, Dr Syd Shea, has asked me to contact you
- to ensure that you obtaln a balanced explanatlon of operations
which you are filming in the field.

I understand that you gave Dr Shea your assurance that you
would contact me upon your arrival in the southern forest
‘region.

I will be very pleased to help arrange photographic
opportunities and to provide an authoritative comment on the
context of activities you are filming in the field.

Would you please contact me as soon as you can, so that we can
discuss your filming schedule :

I can be contacted during working hours on 097 711 988 or at
home on 097 711 338.

Yours sincerely

L‘l’k—;« \ ‘\. . Cr}'“"”“\-._‘. - : | A

ALAN WALKER
REGIONAL MANAGER

_ AWW:JED
26 May 1990
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Letter to Mark Colvin -
itinerary for Four Corners

tour of the forest with CALM,

30 May 1990.



DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT

Your Ref:

OurRef:
Enquiries:

-

Please address all enquiries to: Regional Office
Brain Street
MANJIMUP WA 6258

F15/4
A Walker
-

Mr Mark Colvin
C/~ Kingsley Motel
3 Chopping Street
MANJIMUP WA 6258

.

Dear Mark,

ITINERARY FOR ABC "FOUR_COQRNERS" TQUR

Listed below is a draft 'shot 1list' and itinerary for
Thursday - 31 May 1990 to illustrate. some of CALM's
management activities. ‘ :

0600 Depart Manjimup

0700 Burnside Tower

Fire Lookout Tower
Vistas of: Shannon National Park
' Mt Frankland National Park
D'Entrecasteaux National Park

0830 Potters Road

Example of thinning in karri regrowth forest.

0900 . Northcliffe Information Centre

Interpretive display focusing on Aboriginal
heritage. Co-operative development between CALM
and Northcliffe Information Centre.

1000 Gloucester Tree

Recreation facility based around an operative
tree fire lookout tower. Example of Community
Volunteer Assistance Project. ’

1100 Tramway Trail

wildlife Management'Reéearch.in regrowth forests.
The area is on unburnt benchmark. »



1200

1300

1400

1500

Big Brook Dam

Recreation site development in 60 year old karri
forest. Development based aroung Pemberton water
supply dam. ’ '

" Channybearup Road

Eucalyptus globulus plantation. Example of
plantation establishment for future wood
resources.

West Manjimup Nursery

The State's largest ‘tree nursery and plant
propogation centre.

Return to Manjimup.

I hope that we will manage to include most of these items
in the time available.

C

ALAN WALKER
REGIONAL MANAGER

AWW : KMW

30 May 1990.

s
/
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Letter to Mark Colvin -

flgures requested at the briefing on 28 May 1990
regarding karri sawlog distribution

30 May 1990.



DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT

Please address all enquiriesto: Man jimup Regiona 1 Office
Brain Street .
- MANJIMUP WA 6258

YourRef:

OurRet: F 1 / 13
Enquiies: My Walker
l_

Mr Mark Colvin

ABC Television

C/- Kingsley Motel
MANJIMUP WA . 6258

FIGURES REQUESTED AT BRIEFING ON 28/5/90

KARRI 1ST GRADE SAWLOG DISTRIBUTIONS 1989 AND 1990

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL
COMPANY : 1989 1990 ' 1
ACTUAL ENTITLEMENT
Bunnings 76.0 73.1
Whittakers 14.9 16.5°
Worsley Timber Co 3.8 4.7
"Gandy Timbers 1.6 1.4
Wesfi 1.7 2.1
Others (8) 2.0 2.2
TOTAL | 100.0 100.0

Footnotes: 1 Entitlements are as at 1/1/90
2 Whittakers 1990 entitlement
reflects acquisition of the
Denmark mill. ‘

This official data should be compared with the statement
on page 2 of the document "Towards a Forest Accord in
Western Australia' which says that Bunnings has exclusive
access to over 90% of the first grade karri resource.

.I hope you find this information of value.



I will be pleased to provide you with any other data
or. explanations to assist you in compilation of your
" report.

ALAN WALKER
REGIONAL MANAGER
AWW:CB

30th May, 1990
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CAIM Briefing Paper 1/90
Tree Felling in the
Shannon National Park.



' w Department of Conservation and Land Management
50 Hayman Road, Como, WA 6152

CALM BRIEFING PAPER 1/90

TREE FELLING IN THE SHANNON RIVER NATIONAL PARK

There have been a number of comments in the media recently about an incident in which trees were
inadvertently felled in the Shannon River National Park. This briefing note explains the' cm:umstances leading
up to this incident, and indicates the action taken to prevent reoccurrence.

THE BOUNDARY OF THE SHANNON NATIONAL PARK

The boundaries of most national parks-are well-defined, surveyed lines, for example high water marks, roads
or other easily recognisable physical features. An exception is the Shannon National Park, the boundary of
which is the watershed of the Shannon River. This boundary is not marked on the ground, but only occurs as
a contour line on departmental maps. This contour line occurs in heavy forest with a tall dense understorey.

-When the park management plan was being developed, a proposal to demarcate the watershed on the ground :
was put forward. The estimate for this task amounted to $2 million. It was decided that this money would be
better spent on other developments within the park.

PREPARATION OF FIRE BOUNDARIES IN THE SOUTHERN FOREST REGION

The tall forests of the Southern Forest Regibn offer special difficulties for firefighters. These include hopovers
generated from dead wood alight in the crowns of very tall trees, trees burning down across roads, or burning
limbs falling from dead trees in high winds onto men working below. We have suffered one fatality in recent
years and a number of serious near misses, including a tree burning down and falling across a gang truck.

In order to minimise these problems a program of stag removal along burn and fire boundaries was instituted
some years ago. In this operation, dead trees, hollow-butted trees or trees with dead crowns .adjoining fire
boundaries are marked by a CALM officer. Subsequently, loggmg contractorsare employed tofall the treesand
harvest any merchantable logs from them.

This operation only occurs in State forest. It does not occur in national parks, nature reserves orareas scheduled
~ to be converted to reserves or parks in the regional plans. In these areas, alternative (but less satisfactory)
methods are used, for example raking around tingle trees on theboundary of Walpole-Nornalup National Park.

An operation to thin out hazardous trees took place along the edge of Strachans Road near the northern
boundary of the Shannon National Park last summer.



AN ERROR WAS MADE

The watershed of the Shannon River, and therefore the boundary of the Shannon National Park loops across -

Strachans Road in one place. The CALM officer in charge of this operation was aware of this, but in making his
_demarcation on the ground he madean error. The boundary between State forestand national park was marked

incorrectly by some five hundred metres or so. As a result, an area of several hectares within the park was
_mistakenly considered to be within State forest. Dead and stag- headed trees were marked w1thm this area, the
- trees were subsequently felled and the logs removed.

No “logging operation’” was authorised within the Shannon Park. This incident occurred entirely as a result of
an honest error by a CALM officer, and is regretted by everybody.

COMPLICATING FACTORS

Firstly, the boundary of the park in this area is hard to pick. The area is low-lying and the watersheds of the
Shannon River and the Deep River are almost linked by a number of streams and depressions.

Secondly, the area concerned was previously selectively logged many years ago, before the Shannon became
a national park. As a result, there are many stumps in the area remammg from the previous operation.

Thirdly, the logging contractor who carried out the job had temporarily mislaid his-branding hammer.
Consequently, the stumps from the trees which he felled were not branded. However, all logs generated were
chalk-marked, permission for this having been given by CALM.

Finally, the eastern side of Strachans Road is a Disease Risk Area (quarantine). However, the operations were
correctly carried out under permit and in dry soil conditions, using appropriate hygiene measures.

DISPOSAL OF THE LOGS

The logs generated from this general area were disposed of as folqus:

*  Firstand second grade jarrah sawlogs to Franey and Thompsoh’s Mill at Albany.
%  Firstand second grade karri sawlogs to Whittakers ‘Millv at Denmark.

%  Chiplogs to the Diamond MiTl.

Since at the time it was not known that some of the logs had come from within the national park, no separate
accounting of these logs took place. )

Parts of some of the trees felled were not sound enough to be converted into sawlogs or chlplogs These sections
have been heaped and burnt as part of standard post loggmg rehabilitation. '

_RESTORATION OF THE AREA WITHIN THE NATIONAL PARK

The operation which has taken place amounts only toalight thmmng There isno long—term visual 1mpact on
the forest.

Minor soil disturbance caused by log snigging and loading will be rehabilitated next summer.

The area east of Strachans Road is scheduled to be burnt next summer for fuel reduction adjacent to the national
park. Understorey vegetation will regenerate following the burn. The area west of Strachans Road has been
designated for fuel reduction burning in the Shannon D’Entrecasteaux Management Plan. It is not scheduled
to be burned imminently but experience in this part of the world has shown that vigorous regrowth of ground
vegetation will still come away on disturbed sites.



ACTION TAKEN TO PREVENT REOCCURRENCE

All staff in the Southern Forest Region have been briefed on this incident.. The need for extreme care in
delineating park boundaries has been emphasised. '

The General Manager has interviewed the staff concerned, who are now doubly aware of the need for tight
control of all operations in State forest adjoining national parks.

Regional managers for the three forest regions have been instructed to upgrade training programs for staff
involved in survey work and to improve control systems applying to fire boundary-preparation.

The need to survey and demarcate the boundary of the Sh_annbn watershed is being reconsidered.

CONCLUSION

This was an unfortunate and regrettable incident. All CALM staffare proud of our national parks and under.
no circumstances would they-carry out unnecessary tree felling within them. At the same time, it is most
important that we minimise the hazards to staff involved in firefighting and other fire management work in the
heavy forest country. ‘

I'have asked field managers to confer with all personnel as to how we can best minimise the risks to firefighters,
but still preserve important forest values. All suggestions will be welcome.

oy 4 TR
/ o
Syd Shea

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR_

- 6 June 1990

PS  Thisincident was reported to me via the Minister’s office. When it was referred to the district office for
investigation the immediate reaction was disbelief. The error was only discovered after a detailed check
~ had been carried out in the field. ' '

Thus I can only conclude that the people who reported the incident to the Minister were following our
operations very carefully. Subsequently, television crews were led to the scene by these people.

All staff should be aware that all of our operations are under close scrutiny.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER : . ; 0799-0690-1M
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Letter from J H Towie (licensed surveyor)
regarding Shannon National Park boundary,
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4. H,. TOOWIF Mis arst
Téeenard Snrvaysr
P.O. Box 435, -
MANJIMUPF, 6258.

- Telephone (097) 71 1558

26th June, 1990

Mr Alan Walker

Regional Manager

Department of Conservation and Land
Management

Brain Street

MANJIMUP 6258

Dear Alan.'
RE: SHANNON NATIONAL PARK BOUNDARY

Further to our meeting in your office last week and my site inspection
with Kevin Vear this morning, I have the following cotments to make
regarding definicion of parts of the Shannon National Park boundary.

1. I understand the Park boundary was gazetted by bearing (azimuth)
and distance cdlculated from the water shed boundary of the Shannon
River. As the water shed has never been established by ground
survey, but interpolated from small scale aerial photography,
probably of a map scale of 1:25,000 at the beat, the likelihood
of ground survey cvoinciding with the map position of the water shed
13 extremely unlikely,
It is extremely difficult to accurately define a small contour
interval by aerial photography (say 2-5 metres) in the type of topography
and vegetation we are referring to unless the country has recently
been burnt. The ground is simply mnot visible by this method unless
burnt and the only aceurate planimetric detail refers to road and
track positions and spot heights,
The contour information would represent the genmeral relief of the
area, rather than an accurate position (ie, to plotting accuracy) of
ground height,

2. The Department of Land Administration advise me that the legal or
gazettal position of the Park boundary could only be accurately
defined by traversing from existing contrel in or adjacent to the
Park by using Satellite Geodetic technology and conventional
traversing. My advice is that determining the water shed on the
ground by physical means would not only produce a probable boundary
rather than an exact one but would also have no legal relationship to
the. Park boundary..

In view of this advice there would be no benefit 1n proceeding with
a survey along the lines we have discussed.

ean /2
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3. The Department of Land Administration further advise that they may be -
prepared to assist me in providing additional control points within -
the Park so that the Satellite stations can be utilised to define
portions of the Park boundary. : .

4, I am unable at this time to supply you with an estimate to perform
this type of survey but will do so if you decide to take this action.

Yours faithfully,
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 "Valwood. It turns sows’ ears into silk purses,
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Transcript of part of Sattler File
Radio_GPR, 26 June 1990.
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SCHULTZ : We have -asked him to‘cbme to Western Australia
to speak to us, to go around the forest with us, as we
have done with the Four Corners people, and show them the
side of the story that is the truth. But they won't -
they won't ...

SHEA: I wish the Four Corners'>beop1e had given me that
chance. | o o ' -

_SCHULTZ:' They - they had the opportunity, they. ..

SHEA:  They didn't, they set us up, Beth, and you set us
up with them. I mean...

SATTLER: ~ Were you involved with that Four.Cornérs' team?

SCHULTZ: I gave them names of people to contact, I told

them places to go, I gave them documents.
SHEA : (Tries to’speak -~ indistinct)
- SCHULTZ: . They took it from t'.heré'... .

SHEA: (talks over) Well they wouldn't cdme to me and ask
me for contactsg. ' '

 SCHULTZ: Because they had them already.
SHEA:  Yeah, that's right, from Beth Schultz.

- I mean what a - what a really gqod balanced approach from
an indepth team.

18. LK B
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