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INTRODUCTION

Planning is a key feature of the activities of the Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM). It is important to have a planning policy so that all those interested can
understand the approach of the Department of Conservation and Land Management to land
management planning.

The planning policy of the Department of Conservation and Land Management conforms with
the Conservation and Land Management Act, whose main requirements with respect to
management plans are that:

(1) Management plans are to be prepared by CALM for all land and water vested in the
National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority (NPNCA) or the Lands and Forest
Commission (LFC), who forward them to the Minister for approval.
Appendix 1 lists these and an additional category relevant to management plan
preparation.

(2) Draft management plans must be open to public submissions for a minimum period of 2
months.

(3) Once approved by the Minister, a management plan will apply for a maximum period of
10 years.

(4) Where there is no management plan, certain operations described in the Act, are allowed.
These must be consistent with the objectives for the area concerned as described in the
Act, whether it is National Park, Marine Park, Nature Reserve, Marine Nature Reserve,
State Forest or other reserve.

The term 'management plan' in this policy statement is used for plans where public
participation is a statutory requirements under the CALM Act, and is covered in policy points
1 to 8.

Implementation of this planning policy is described in policy point 9.

Other planning matters, that have no statutory requirement for public participation, are dealt
with in policy point 10.

PLANNING POLICIES

1. The same planning policy will apply to all land and water vested in the NPNCA or the
LFC.



2. Although the same planning policy will apply to all land and water vested in the NPNCA
or the LFC, differences in the objectives for each area and the kind of operations that
apply there, will be taken into account.

3. There shall be a hierarchy of types of plans to cater for the need for broad policy
statements over the whole State, more detailed plans for regions, and still more detailed
plans for specific areas. The hierarchy of plans shall be:

Statewide plan
Regional management plan
Area management plan

Appendix 2 summarises their characteristics which are further described below.

4. The Statewide plan will contain broad policy statements for all major aspects of land use
for all land and water vested in the NPNCA or the LFC in Western Australia. Being a
collection of broad policy statements, the Statewide plan is not considered to have a
statutory requirement for public participation.

5. A Regional management plan will be prepared for each CALM administrative region. The
plan will cover all categories of land and water vested in the NPNCA or the LFC.

6. An area management plan will apply to a specific area such as a National Park, Marine
Park, Nature Reserve, Marine Nature Reserve, State Forest, or other reserve. These are
the most detailed management plans of all. Area management plans will be prepared only
where there are requirements above and beyond those that can be considered by a
Regional management plan.

7. Priorities for the preparation of management plans will need to be set from time to time
by the Departmental Policy Directorate in conjunction with the Commission or the
Authority. Priorities will be assessed taking the following factors into account:

7.1 Any threats to the values of the National Park, Marine Park, Nature Reserve,
Marine Nature Reserve, Forest or other reserve, that may be present. These threats
are generally from people use, fire, disease, competing land use or development
proposal.

7.2 The presence of exceptional cultural, geological, hydrological, features or
landscape, of rare or endangered species, or of poorly conserved habitat.

7.3 The need to develop examples of different approaches to planning for a variety of
ecosystems and for all CALM regions.

7.4 Existing commitments.

7.5 Government directions.

8. Management plans will contain clear statements on:

1 The purpose and background of the plan;

2 the source information on which the plan is based;



3 management problems, and discussion of options where appropriate;

4 management prescriptions, including sections on implementation and monitoring.

9. Implementation of the planning policy for preparation of management plans will be along
the following lines:

9.1 To ensure that the Department's resources are used to greatest effect in the highest
priority areas, management plans are not to be commenced except with the
approval of the Policy Directorate.

9.2 The Policy Directorate, as the need arises, will prepare a new list of 'existing
approvals for management plan preparation' (i.e. revise appendix 3) based on the
criteria of point 7 of this planning policy, and 'likely future approvals for
management plan preparation' (i.e. revise appendix 4).

9.3 When approval is given by the Policy Directorate to begin preparation of a
management plan, the Planning Branch is to be involved.

9.4 In most cases a project team will be formed to produce the management plan. At
least one representative from the region or district to which the plan refers, and at
least one representative from Planning Branch will be on the team.

9.5 It is the responsibility of the project team in conjunction with the Manager Planning
Branch:

(1) to decide how much non statutory public involvement occurs during the
preparation of draft plan;

(2) to submit the draft plan to the Policy Directors for comment and approval
before it is releases for the statutory public comment period of at least 2
months;

(3) to prepare a briefing session for the NPNCA or the LFC if required by the
Executive Director;

(4) at the close of the public submission period, to analyse the public
submissions, to prepare a summary of them, and to prepare a final plan,
incorporating wherever possible, the points made in the submissions;

(5) to submit the final plan to the Policy Directorate for departmental approval;

(6) following approval by the Policy Directorate and depending on the vesting of
the area concerned, to submit the final plan for approval to the NPNCA or
the LFC.

9.6 The NPNCA and the LFC under the Act, can submit the plan to any organisation
they consider relevant, and must also submit the plan to the relevant Shires, before
submitting the plan to the Minister for his approval.

9.7 After ministerial approval, management plans will be distributed throughout the
Department. Copies of approved management plans must be available to the
general public.



10. Plans with no statutory requirements for public participation will cover planning matters
not covered by management plans. Although they are not required to have public
participation, this may often be appropriate. These plans are necessary for implementing
management plans, or for forming the basis of good land management until management
plans are prepared.

Examples are:

10.1 Interim guidelines for operations in areas where no management plans exist. See
Appendix 5.

10.2 Site plans.

10.3 Resource allocation plans. These kinds of plans deal with the allocation of
management resources i.e. people and machinery, eg, plans or large fire
emergencies on a regional basis, plans for a search and rescue emergency.

10.4 Issue plans, eg. plans for fire, dieback, recreation. These are prepared either as a
follow-up stage to an approved management plans, or as an interim guideline where
there is no management plan. These plans are generally prepared by district or
regional staff in conjunction with a specialist branch within the Department, and
bearing in mind other management issues in the region.

10.5 Wildlife management programs. These apply to a single species of animal or plant,
or to a group of species (such as several kangaroo species). They are generally
prepared by the research branches. The relevant data in them can be incorporated
into a regional or area management plan. The relevant policies in them can be
incorporated into the Statewide plan. Where there is no management plan, the data
in them can be incorporated into interim guidelines
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