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OBJECTIVE

To ensure commercial filming on lands and waters managed by CALM assists,
where possible, in promoting community awareness, understanding and
support for nature conservation and natural land management and is carried
out in a manner that does not compromise conservation and other management
objectives.

BACKGROUND

Commercial filming is defined as any filming which is undertaken for a
financial consideration, either on consignment for another party or with a view
to selling or hiring the imagery obtained, or for promotion of a product or
service, and includes still photography for advertising purposes.

News of the day (television and print) and current affairs do not meet this
definition.  These activities do not require approval, a permit or the payment of
fees but are mentioned in this policy to assist in dealing with requests.

For the purpose of this policy, commercial filming includes:
- educational programs (documentaries);
- tourism promotion;
- advertising (TV and print);
- feature films;
- still photography for advertising (all other still photography will not
  require approval, a permit or payment of fees).

With an increasing awareness of the environment worldwide, there has been a
corresponding increase in interest in filming the natural environment.  The
lands and waters managed by CALM contain a vast array of features which are
of growing interest to film-makers from all over the world.

Filming of areas managed by CALM can make a significant contribution
towards helping to raise awareness of conservation issues and promoting the
appreciation and use of those areas and CALM's objectives.  However, there is
a need to ensure that the activities of film crews do not damage the
environment, conflict with the enjoyment of other users, incorrectly present
information or show inappropriate activities. Film-makers need to be made
aware of special requirements when they are dealing with areas where
protection of natural values is paramount. The way the area is portrayed in the
final film product should be consistent with user responsibility to protect and
respect that environment.  The safety of film-makers and other users is also an
issue.  It is therefore important that film-
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makers consult with CALM in advance and that procedures are in place to
ensure the community's interests in protection of natural values on the
conservation estate are observed by film-makers.

Requests for commercial filming can vary enormously in scale, locations and
other requirements, and each application needs to be assessed individually.
However, any proposal which has the potential for a significant impact on the
environment will not be approved.

POLICY

1. Commercial filming (which includes still photography for advertising) on
CALM-managed lands and waters will require approval through the
issue of a permit, except news of the day and current affairs.  Approval
will be issued for a specific time period. If commercial filming continues
after the specified date, additional approval will be required.

2. Commercial filming is acceptable if it portrays the area in a manner
which is consistent with the purpose for which the land is vested (ie. if it
does not demean the area).

3. A fee will be charged if the commercial filming:
- requires the involvement of CALM staff (for example, to determine

appropriate locations, etc.),
- has the potential for impact on other visitors,
- requires management of access to sensitive areas eg. sites of

significance to Aborigines and fauna habitats,
- involves factors likely to cause need for management supervision, such

as environmental impact.
Fees may vary according to the supervision requirement, location of the
filming, the scale of the production and other factors (see Fee Schedule,
Appendix B).

4. Educational and tourism films which feature areas managed by CALM
and which (a) are likely to increase appreciation, awareness and
understanding of the natural or cultural environment, and (b) benefit
CALM's policies on public information and community education will be
encouraged, and charges, including those for management supervision,
may be waived or reduced (see guidelines provided in the Fee Schedule,
Appendix B).

Fees may be waived or reduced for films in this category which are
sponsored by the Western Australian Tourism Commission (WATC).
These will be those productions which will have a major tourism benefit
for the State.  Waiver or reduction of fees in these cases will be decided on
a case-by-case basis following liaison between Corporate
Relations Division and the WATC. (The 1997 Memorandum of
Understanding between CALM and the WATC recognised the desire of
both parties to facilitate the appropriate development and promotion of
tourism in Western Australia.)  Regions/Districts should refer these
applications to Corporate Relations Division.
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5. Television and print news of the day and current affairs will not require
formal approval, a permit or the payment of fees.  However, television
and newspaper media are strongly advised to contact Corporate Relations
Division or the local CALM office prior to filming as a courtesy, to ensure
their own safety, the safety of other visitors, and to be advised of any
environmental conditions that may need to be applied.

6. Only still photography which is associated with an advertising agency or
is for advertising use will require approval and a fee will be charged.
Where supervision is required, a supervision fee may also be charged (see
Schedule of Fees).  ALL OTHER STILL PHOTOGRAPHY WILL NOT
REQUIRE APPROVAL.

As for No. 4 above, fees may be waived or reduced for advertising
photography which is sponsored by the WA Tourism Commission
(WATC).  This will be decided on a case-by-case basis following liaison
between Corporate Relations Division and WATC. Regions/Districts
should refer these applications to Corporate Relations Division.

7. All applications will be referred to the Regional Manager for approval
and consideration of special local requirements (see Appendix A –
Administrative Instruction for this Policy).  The Regional Manager may
delegate authority for approval of commercial filming requests to the
District Manager.  A condition of approval will be that there is no
deviation from the conditions unless there is prior written approval from
the Regional/District Manager.  All commercial film-makers will be
expected to abide by CALM policies and regulations.

8. Where commercial filming on CALM-managed land will include subjects
dealing with Aboriginal heritage the applicant will first obtain the written
approval of the relevant Aboriginal group maintaining custody of that
material, and submit that approval with the application form.  The
Region/District will, where possible, assist in identifying the appropriate
custodial group.

8.1 If no response is received within the required time a conditional
permit may be issued excluding filming of the Aboriginal heritage
material.

8.2 If a negative response is received the permit will not be issued, or
may be issued excluding filming of the Aboriginal heritage material.

9. Normally, applications should be submitted one month in advance.
However, it is recognised that this may not be possible in all situations,
and that some film-makers/photographers may not be aware of the
requirements.  Applications which are submitted with less than the
required notice will still be considered if they can be dealt with within the
time frame available.  This is at the discretion of the
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Regional/District Manager. There is also discretion for the District
Manager or his/her nominee, eg. the Ranger-in-Charge, to approve on-
the-spot requests for commercial filming if they are small-scale and, in the
opinion of the District Manager or the Ranger-in-Charge, do not pose a
threat to the natural values of the area or cause any major inconvenience
to other users. In these situations, the applicant would still be required to
fill in the permit form and sign the indemnity clause, and forms should
be available at all parks for this contingency. Fees would be payable in
accordance with the guidelines in the Fee Schedule.

10. A bond may be required for the purpose of repairing any damage or
cleaning up after the event.  The amount will be determined in each case,
based on the activities proposed and the number of people and
equipment involved (see Administrative Instruction, item 7).

11. Persons or companies involved in commercial filming will be required to
indemnify the Department against liability for all claims which may arise
out of the activity (the indemnity clause on the permit form must be
signed by the applicant).

12. Acknowledgement in the film credits of assistance given by CALM will
be required in all productions.

13. A copy of the film or selected photographs may be requested by the
Department for internal use or archival purposes if considered necessary
by the Regional/District Manager or the Manager, Corporate Relations.
The costs of duplication will be borne by CALM.

14. Previewing of the final film product may be requested at the discretion of
the Regional/District Manager or the Manager, Corporate Relations, to
ensure that the area is portrayed in a manner consistent with the
management objectives and purpose for which the land is vested (eg. in
the case of advertising material to be shown both in Australia or
overseas).

Under National Parks Authority Regulation 48, a fee can be charged for filming
and photography in national parks and other land to which the regulations
apply.  An updated regulation covering commercial filming of all areas
managed by CALM, including a penalty for filming without approval or for
failure to comply with conditions of approval will be sought for inclusion in
CALM regulations.  However, until such time, all those wishing to film on land
other than that covered by the National Parks Regulations will be encouraged
to seek a permit and pay fees for both the permit and supervision, in
accordance with the guidelines in the attached Fee Schedule (Appendix B).

Syd Shea
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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APPENDIX A

ADMINISTRATION OF THE POLICY ON COMMERCIAL FILMING ON
CALM-MANAGED LANDS AND WATERS

The Policy states that "commercial filming (which includes still photography
for advertising) on CALM-managed lands and waters will require approval
through the issue of a permit, except news of the day and current affairs."

Procedures

1. Details of proposed filming activities must be in writing on the
Commercial Filming/Advertising Photography application/ permission
form (attached) indicating purpose of filming, dates of filming, locations
involved, numbers of crew and vehicles and any special requirements.

2. Applications may be made directly to Regional Managers or through
Corporate Relations Division.  Regional Managers may delegate authority
for approval of commercial filming requests to the District Manager.  In
this case, Corporate Relations Division will be advised accordingly.  All
applications received by the Division will be forwarded to the relevant
Regional/District Manager for approval and application of special
conditions. The Corporate Relations Division, in consultation with
Regional/District Managers, will co-ordinate filming projects which cover
more than one region or are particularly complex.

3. The Regional/District office is responsible for issuing the approval (with
a copy sent to Corporate Relations Division) and ensuring that all
conditions are complied with, except where Corporate Relations Division
is co-ordinating the project.  Corporate Relations Division will ensure that
Regions/Districts are kept fully informed at all stages of filming projects.

4. Filming fees and/or supervision fees for commercial filming or
advertising photography which is sponsored by the WA Tourism
Commission (WATC) may be waived or reduced.  This will be decided
on a case-by-case basis by the Corporate Relations Division in
consultation with the WATC.  Regions/Districts will refer these
applications (which will be indicated on the permit/application form) to
Corporate Relations Division.

5. Approval will be issued on the standard Commercial
Filming/Advertising Photography application/permission form (see
attached).  Copies of the permit form will be kept at all Regional, District,
local and national park offices.
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6. Fees will be charged as per the attached Fee Schedule (Appendix B).  Fees
will be charged for the filming permit, and/or for supervision by CALM
officers.

7. If a bond is required, it should be entered under Item 6 - Special
Conditions on the application/permit form.  The bond must be paid in
advance.

8. A copy of the Commercial Filming/Advertising Photography Permit
should be carried by the permit holder at all times during
filming/photography.

9. Fees can be collected by the Regional or District office or by CALM staff
on location or by Corporate Relations Division as appropriate.  Receipts
will be issued.

10. Revenue collected under this policy on CALM-managed lands and waters
will be retained by Regions/Districts according to the current incentive
scheme guidelines.











APPENDIX B

FEE SCHEDULE

COMMERCIAL FILMING/PHOTOGRAPHY ON CALM-MANAGED
LANDS AND WATERS

Fees will be charged on the following basis (all prices include GST):

Filming Fee/Permit Charge :

Standard - Non-stills photography:
$550 for the first day or part thereof and $220 for any
subsequent day or part thereof (for any number of parks.
(Parks to be visited must be specified on the permit
application).  These fees apply to advertising, feature films,
documentaries and other educational and tourism films,
except where non-standard fees or waiver or reduction of
fees are deemed appropriate (see below).

Stills photography:
For commercial stills photography, a fee of $275 for a full
day or $137.50 for a half day (5 hour period) will apply.

Non-standard - (1) A fee higher than the standard fee can be negotiated
by CALM on the basis of the scale of the production, the
amount of supervision required, the level of expertise of
staff required, the location of filming, and other factors.
For example, a large scale advertising production which
uses a well known or significant feature, eg. The Pinnacles,
Bungle Bungles, etc. may attract a substantially higher fee
than the standard fee.  This fee will be negotiated by the
Regional/District Manager or Manager, Corporate
Relations and should include administrative costs of both
Perth-based and local staff.

(2) A flat fee of $1100 for small scale productions that
will require more than three days access and where the
subject matter will have some benefit for CALM’s
objectives, but may not qualify for waiver or reduction of
fees (see below).

Waiver or reduction of fee - Fee can be waived or reduced at the discretion of the
Regional or District Manager for educational and tourism
films that are likely to increase appreciation, awareness and



understanding of the natural (or cultural) environment and
which benefit CALM’s objectives.  This waiver or
reduction of fees would apply to WA Tourism Commission
sponsored productions on a case by case basis and some
documentaries and television lifestyle programs, eg.  Talk to
the Animals, The Great Outdoors, Holiday, or where
CALM is working closely with the film-makers on the
script or CALM will gain community education benefits.

Supervision fee:

Standard - $55 per hour.  This applies where a charge is made for
management supervision in cases where the District
Manager or ranger deems it necessary, eg. In sensitive
areas, or where the film-maker requests the assistance of a
ranger.

Waiver of fee - Supervision fee can be waived at the discretion of the
Regional/District Manager or Manager, Corporate Relations
in consultation with the Region/District if the production
will increase appreciation, awareness and understanding of
the natural (or cultural) environment and will benefit
CALM’s objectives, or if the supervision costs are built into
a non-standard filming/permit charge (see above), or if the
filming/photography is sponsored by the WA Tourism
Commission.

Waiver of Park entry fees - Approved filming/photography groups will be given a
waiver of entry fees if they are accessing parks where entry
fees apply.  They must show a copy of their permit at the
entry point, if required, to be granted the waiver.
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