














PROPOSED RECREATION STRATEGIES

Matilda Bay Reserve is a popular recreation destination providing for a range of both water
and land-based opportunities. These include sightseeing, picnicking, windsurfing, swimming,
prawning and boating. Visitors are attracted to the unique parkland setting alongside beaches
and swimming areas protected by the bay, with stunning views across the water past yachts to
the city skyscrapers.

Up to 400 000 people per year visit Matilda Bay Reserve. This figure includes people using
the Reserve for passive recreation, and those visiting the restaurant and yacht clubs.

The Draft Management Plan proposes to retain the atmosphere that now exists on the Reserve

and to improve the quality of recreational opportunities by upgrading facilities, including the
provision of access for disabled people.

iv






MAPS

Map 1.
Map 2.
Map 3.
Map 4.
Map 5.

TABLES

Table 1.
Table 2.
Table 3.
Table 4.
Table 5.
Table 6.

Locality Map

Reserve Map

Proposed Recreation
Individual Leases...
Naturally Occuring Plants...

Reserve Visitors by Day Type

Satisfaction With Parking Facilities

Matilda Bay Reserve Leases e
Naturally Occurring Plants : Matilda Bay ATEA s
Naturally Occurring Plants : Pelican Point Area...
Matilda Bay Reserve Recommendations, Priority and

Ease of Implementation ...

vi

Page

11
20
29
43

18
25
28
41
42

58


































































Part C. Recreation

» narrowing the road in favour of a wider median strip with boulevard style tree
planting

+ introducing a 40 kph zone

« removing all parallel parking bays on the Matilda Bay side but retaining the
perpendicular ‘view’ bays

e constructing a roundabout junction at Australia II Drive incorporating a new
southern access point to the University.

A roundabout junction at the beginning of Australia II Drive would make entry and exit to
the Drive safer.

To alleviate traffic problems as well as to enhance access to the Reserve it is proposed that

a ferry jetty might be built near the University Boat Club. This would allow access by

ferry to the Reserve and would create a stronger link between the University, the Reserve
and the river.

Barbeque and picnic facilities
At present there is only one barbeque on the Reserve. There is widespread representation
for barbeques, and for more picnic facilities such as benches and tables.

It is proposed that two separate recreation areas be defined, one in the north of the Reserve
and one in the south. As shown on Map 3 each area will have two or three barbeques,
picnic tables, toilet facilities and bin clusters. It is proposed that a bathers beach be created
in both areas using imported sand to overcome the erosion problem.

In the southern area it is proposed to repair the existing jetties to service swimmers.

Kiosk

The service access to the kiosk is in an unsafe location and is not a formalised access. It is
proposed that the present service access be deleted and that a new access road be located at
a safe junction point and, if possible, two parking bays be provided for kiosk staff.

There is widespread criticism of the visual impact of the kiosk which is out of character
with the Reserve and its University backdrop. Subject to availability of finance it would be
desirable that the kiosk be redeveloped in a style consistent with its environment, the
history of the Reserve and the University.

Multi Purpose Path

The path running through the Reserve adjacent to Hackett Drive is used by pedestrians and
cyclists, and often causes conflicts especially in the northern end of the Reserve near
Cygnet Hall.

It is proposed that the path at the northern end be relocated to a safer place and that the path
through the Reserve be widened to three metres. This will relieve conflicts between
pedestrians and cyclists, and allow access by service vehicles without damage to the lawn
area (Section 10. Services and Utilities).

22












Part C. Recreation

10. SERVICES AND UTILITIES

The objective is to provide cost efficient, effective and safe services and utilities to the
Reserve.

BACKGROUND

Power Lines

Currently, overhead power lines service the Reserve. Not all lease holders on the Reserve
have individual electricity meters, which has often led to confusion over power bills.
Overhead power lines are considered dangerous on the Reserve because of the presence of
the yacht clubs which generate heavy use by trailers and boats. There is the potential
danger of boat masts hitting overhead power lines.

Effluent Disposal

The toilets and restaurant are at present serviced by a septic tank effluent pumping system.
According to the Water Authority of Western Australia this system is not the most effective
way of dealing with wastewater and its life span is limited. A medium term objective
would be to have a connection with the main sewerage system.

Lawn Care

At present the garden is maintained by CALM and mowed under contract by the Building
Management Authority. The watering is done via an on-site bore, controlled by an
automatic timing system. The reticulation system is old and in need of upgrading. There is
some concern about the safety of the control cubicle which has rusted over the years.
Another concern is the apparent conflict between care of the lawn and the current rubbish
disposal system which is damaging the lawn.

Rubbish Disposal

The high volume of visitors to the Reserve generates a substantial amount of rubbish,
especially during the summer months. Rubbish is largely the result of picnic material
brought into the Reserve and the purchase of goods from the kiosk. Whilst the number of
bins provided is substantial, the bins are sometimes overflowing during the peak months.

The bins are the standard green plastic type on wheels. They are secured to trees and posts
by chains and padlocks, and this detracts from the aesthetic qualities of the Reserve. The
bins are placed along the grassed area and are emptied by a service vehicle driving through
the Reserve, causing some damage to the grassed area, and possibly to reticulation.

Rubbish bins could be placed close to the path or road to facilitate access by service
vehicles. The public could be encouraged to take their rubbish to these areas. This strategy
would reduce littering in the Reserve and would protect the grassed area.

Radio Antenna

There is a radio antenna situated in the southern part of the Reserve, south of Australia II
Drive. The antenna detracts from the visual qualities of the Reserve, currently serves no
purpose, and should be removed (Commonwealth Department of Transport, pers. comm.,
1991).
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Part C. Recreation

Matilda Bay Restaurant and Kiosk

The Matilda Bay restaurant was built in 1968. It was designed by John White who is now a
lecturer in architecture at the University of Western Australia. The restaurant underwent
major refurbishment in 1984, and in 1987 the upstairs facilities of the restaurant were
redeveloped. The kiosk is a sub-lease of the restaurant.

Royal Perth Yacht Club

Royal Perth Yacht Club was established in 1865 near the Barrack Street jetty. The club
moved to Matilda Bay in 1953. The marina and club house were built by club members.
In 1979 the club organised the Parmelia race from Plymouth to Fremantle to commemorate
the 150th anniversary of British settlement on the Swan River. In 1983 the club won the
America's Cup, and mounted an unsuccessful Cup defence in 1987.

Mounts Bay Sailing Club

Mounts Bay Sailing Club was founded in 1897 and built its first club house in 1939.
During World War II the building served the United States Navy which operated a Catalina
flying boat base at Matilda Bay. The present premises was built in the late 1950s - early
1960s.

Pelican Point Sea Scouts

The 1st Pelican Point Sea Scouts was originally known as the 1st W.A. Sea Scouts and was
established in Albany in 1913. The group moved to Matilda Bay in 1926 to the area where
the University Boat Club now stands, moving to their current location in 1957.

DISCUSSION

The leases represent major levels of use of the Reserve and facilitate recreational
opportunities for local, interstate and international visitors, with over 250 000 visits a year.
The three yacht clubs on the Reserve have a total membership of approximately 3 000
people. The restaurant is frequented by over 50 000 people a year, 40% of whom are from
interstate and overseas.

A problem exists with public access to the foreshore because of the security requirements
of the leases. Although most users, apart from visitors to lease areas, visit the central parts
of the Reserve, it is essential that access along the length of the Reserve be provided.
Nevertheless, the leases have a need for security, especially at night.

The leases on the Reserve are widely accepted by the public. However, it is probable that
further major developments could be controversial.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Further leases should not be allowed.

2. Changes to existing lease areas should be minimal, and follow the principle that any
additional area is compensated by equivalent release for public use.
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Part D. Conservation

five kilometres south of Moore River. It included the Matilda Bay area. The tribe which
used this area was the Mooro and it is believed that Yellagonga was their leader (Green,
1984).

All Aboriginal sites are covered by the provisions of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972-80
regardless of whether they are known to the Western Australian Museum. Section 17 of
this Act makes it an offence to alter, in any way, an Aboriginal site without written
permission from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.

A search of the Aboriginal Sites Register was conducted in April 1991 by the Western
Australian Museum for Matilda Bay Reserve. The search indicated that there is one known
Aboriginal site, although its exact extent has not been defined, and possibly a second site

located on the Reserve.

A comprehensive study of Matilda Bay Reserve is necessary to determine if other sites
exist. Such study should include Aboriginal representatives.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Conduct an Aboriginal site study of the Reserve. The study group will include
Aboriginal representatives.

2. Until such a study is completed, any activities on the Reserve which involve
developmenit should be referred to the Aboriginal Sites Department of the Western

Australian Museum for comment before action is taken.

3. Incorporate information on the Aboriginal history of the Reserve into interpretive
material.

4. Continue dialogue with Aboriginal people on their association with Matilda Bay..

14.2 EUROPEAN HISTORY

The objective is to protect European historical features of Matilda Bay Reserve.

BACKGROUND

Matilda Bay is unofficially named after Matilda Bennett, whose husband was Sir John
Septimus Roe, the first Surveyor-General of Western Australia. Prev1ous names for the
Reserve included Eliza, Currie's and Crawley Bay.

Matilda Bay Reserve was part of a block of 32 acres taken up in 1829 by Captain Mark
Currie (first harbourmaster at Fremantle). In 1875, the Crawley Estate passed to Sir
George Shenton, Member of the Legislative Council and Mayor of Perth, who lived on the
estate until his death in 1909.
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Part G. Implementation

SECTION RECOMMENDATION IMPLEMENTATION*
10 Services and Utilities 9 E2
10 E2
12. Commercial Operations 4 El
14.1 Aboriginal History 1 E2
15 Visual Resource 1 E3
3 El
16 Vegetation 1 E2
2 E2
3 E2
4 E2
7 El
18 Pests 1 El
2 E2
21. Information, Interpretation 4 El
and Education 7 El
8 El
22 Research and Monitoring 1 B2
2 E2
23 Priorities, Funding 3 E2
& Staff
LOW PRIORITY
3 Purpose & Tenure 1 El
8 Master Development Plan 10 B3

* E1 - Easy to implement
E2 - Moderately difficult to implement
E3 - Difficult to implement

NOTE: This refers to a combination of technical difficulty and availability of staff and
finances.
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