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Conservation

10.

11.

12.

13.

Carry out all burns according to visual resource management principles,
particularly in visually sensitive areas (see also Landscape).

Construct the northern firebreak under strict dieback disease hygiene
conditions, slashing rather than grading wherever possible. Liaise with
Park neighbours over location of the break and seek to minimise its visual
impact.

Maintain the northern boundary firebreak as a "management" only track
closed to the public and subject to dieback disease hygiene requirements for
any Departmental use.

Permit campfires at designated campgrounds (see Recreation Facilities), in
CALM approved containers only. Wood free of seeds and soil should be
brought in to the Park for this use.

Permit beach fires on Bornholm Beach only. Wood free of seed and soil
should be brought into the Park for this use and fires must be thoroughly
extinguished before being left.

Encourage visitors to bring their own portable gas barbecues or fuel stoves
for cooking in the Park.

Maintain close liaison with Park neighbours and the Shire of Albany to
ensure compatibility of fire management practices. Seek access to private
water supplies for fire fighting within the Park.

Close parts or all of the Park to visitors if necessary on "extreme fire
danger" days, or in the event of a serious wildfire in or threatening the
Park. This will include evacuation of Park users (see Visitor Safety).

Seek to contain all fires in or threatening the Park within one block (see
Figure 6). Depending on values, dieback disease risk, fire behaviour and
resources available, consider on a case by case basis the use of machinery to
attack a fire directly within the boundaries of a block.

Construct any emergency firebreaks subject to strict dieback disease hygiene
principles using minimum impact techniques. Rehabilitate as soon as

practicable after completion of fire suppression operations.

Carry out prescribed burning operations in autumn, winter and spring to

minimise the risk of fire escapes. Where possible, ensure variation in

season of burn for successive burns in one area.
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Recreation

main sites fished being Shelley, Bornholm and Dunsky Beaches and numerous sites around the
area of the Cape itself. The majority of 4WD tracks to the coast in the Park are used for access to
fishing spots.

Many fishers camp in the Park or rest in vehicles during the night often lighting fires, particularly
on beaches. Vehicles commonly drive onto Shelley, Dunsky and Bornholm beaches though not
commonly onto Dingo Beach due mainly to the condition of the vehicle access track. Vehicle
access enables fishers to move up and down the beach with ease according to prevailing
conditions.

Over-fishing could have an undesirable impact on the marine environment of WCHNP and
discarded fishing tackle, bait containers etc. impact on Park fauna (especially birds) and scenic
quality.

Recreational fishing is regulated under the Fisheries Act which is administered by the Fisheries
Department. Restrictions on species able to be fished, bag limits etc. are detailed in the
regulations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Continue to facilitate the responsible use of WCHNP by recreational fishers.

2. Liaise with the Fisheries Department over the regulation of fishing activities
in the Park.

3. Provide vehicle access to major fishing spots as detailed in Access.
4. Permit access to other fishing spots on foot.

5. Permit camping at designated campgrounds (see Recreation Facilities) and
resting in vehicles as detailed in Camping.

6. Encourage recreational fishers to implement a "code of ethics" to minimise
the impacts of fishing activities.

7. Permit beach fires as detailed in Fire.

8. Alert fishers to the potential dangers of fishing from the southern coast.
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Recreation

31.

(iii) Direct motorised recreation to the most appropriate areas, close
unsuitable roads and tracks and prescribe conditions of use which will
minimise environmental and social impacts.

(iv) Provide information on motorised recreation opportunities and
responsible use of vehicles in natural environments.

Provide roads for 2WD vehicles in the Park as well as tracks which are
accessible to 4WD vehicles only (see Access).

Reduce the risk of movement of soil infected with dieback disease by
realignment or closure of tracks traversing dieback infected areas.

Continue to provide information to Park users on appropriate 4WD
techniques for coastal areas. This is to include "Code of the Cape" signs
within the Park, brochures and information displays (see Information,

Education and Interpretation).

Liaise with local 4WD enthusiasts about the possibility of holding driver
training courses.

Rehabilitate all closed tracks within the Park.

HORSE RIDING

There has been debate within the community and by the National Parks and Nature Conservation
Authority (in whom the WCHNP is vested) on the issue of access by horse riders to national

parks.

The debate centres on:

Issues of possible damage by horses to nature conservation values including: the
introduction or spread of dieback disease; erosion of soil; the trampling and browsing of
vegetation; the introduction and spreading of weeds through feed and droppings.

The equitability of access to national parks for various user groups such as bushwalkers,
equestrians and 4 wheel drive users and the relative impact on the enjoyment of one group by
others.

The potential safety conflicts between vehicles, horses and bushwalkers.

Past experience where provision of bridle trails in national parks has led to increased
uncontrolled use of national parks by horse riders (due to a combination of people's natural
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Recreation

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Locate and design recreation facilities to minimise unpleasant climatic
effects (Climate, Rec. 4).

Locate and design recreational facilities in the Park so that they do not

cause deterioration in surface and groundwater quality (Hydrology,
Part Rec. 1).

Maintain recreation areas and facilities in a safe clean and tidy
condition (Day Use, Rec. l.iii).

Regularly inspect roads and recreation areas to ensure that potential
hazards are identified and either removed or avoided by relocation of
the facility (Visitor Safety, Rec. l.iv).

Ensure campgrounds are properly maintained and that environmental
impacts are kept within predetermined limits (Camping, Rec. L.ii).

Provide vehicle or foot access to viewpoints at key locations
throughout the Park (Landscape, Rec. 5).

Cater for a range of camping requirements such as small or large group
camping and facilities for the disabled. (Camping, Rec. 1.i).

Designate preferred backpack camping areas along the path network
(Bushwalking, Rec. 3).

Consider the construction of "hides" at quiet locations connected by
side-paths to the main path network (Nature Observation, Rec. 2).

Permit horse riding in the Park on designated trails only (see Access),
subject to equestrian groups and individual riders providing financial
and other assistance with the planning and maintenance of horse trails,
tethering areas and watering points.(Horse Riding, Proposal 2. Rec.
2 ).

Provide safe locations from which any visitors to climbing sites can
view climbers and provide safety information at these sites. Direct
visitors to viewpoints (Rock Climbing, Rec. 3).

Liaise with the Department of Marine and Harbours and the

Environmental Protection Authority over the provision of mooring
facilities in a suitable location off the beach (Boating, Part Rec. 1).
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