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PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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Focus Points for Discussion

e Colours and shapes

o Vegetation layers

» Diversity and interaction of plants
o Links of vegetation to climate

o Links of vegetation to soil type
o Plant density

o Range of habitats

o Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other onesin Western
Australia. Include yourlocal natural environment too!

4!?‘2/!0_‘7 Western Hrstratie

Tropical woodland over grassland grows
throughout the Northern Kimberleys. The
eucalyptustrees, Northern Woollybuttand
Darwin Stringybark grow in this area.

Insummer, when the tropical monsoonal rains
come, the tropical woodland hasalush
understorey made up of many grassesand
herbs.

Inwinter the grasses and herbslooklike they
aredead.

The Mitchell Plateau Fan Palm only lives on the
Mitchell Plateau.

LEGEND

1.  Northern Woollybutt
Eucalyptus miniata
you-cal-ipp-tus min-ee-ah-ta

2. Mitchell Plateau Fan Palm
Livistona eastonii
Liv-iss-toe-na east-on-ee-eye

3. Langanggu
Tacca maculata
Ta-ca mac-you-lah-ta

4, Mitchell Plateau Cane Grasses

Sorghum species
Sore-gum

@ & BHP
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2. WOODLAND OVER HUMMOCK GRASSLAND

Lunboo Station (Eait Kimberkes) Autiomsn 1965 Photo: | S Besnd




PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WOODLAND OVERHUMMOCKGRASSLAND

Focus Points for Discussion

« Coloursand shapes e Links of vegetation to soil type
» Vegetation layers « Plant density

e Diversityandinteractionof plants « Range of habitats

o Links of vegetation to climate » Special features

Compareand contrast this plant community with other onesin Western
Australia. Include your local natural environment too!

Stunted, white trunked Snappy Gums grow as
anopenwoodland onthered gravel soilsinthe
East Kimberleys.

Termite moundsare scattered through the

understorey of hummock grasses called Winged
Spinifex.

Termites play animportant partinthelocal plant
commmunity because they eat the dead wood and
spinifexleavesand recyclenutrients.

LEGEND

1.  SnappyGum
Eucalyptus brevifolia
you-cal-ipp-tus brev-i-foal-ee-a
2.  Winged Spinifex
Triedia intermedia
try-oh-dee-a in-terr-mee-di-a

3. Termite Mounds

A & BHP
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PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

HUMMOCKGRASSLAND
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Focus Points for Discussion

+ Coloursandshapes
» Vegetation layers

Compare and contrast this plant community with other onesin Western
Australia. Include yourlocal natural environment too!

« Linksof vegetation tosoil type
« Plant density
« Diversity andinteractionof plants e Range of habitats

+ Linksof vegetation to climate + Special features

Qm:m;y Weslern AArshatia

Throughoutthe Pilbaraareseemingly endless
areas of grassy hills and plains. Hummock
Grasses grow on the red stoney soils.

Scattered through these grasslands are
eucalypts, wattles such as Ranjii Bush and other
small trees and shrubs.

LEGEND

1.  Ranjii Bush
Acacia pyrifolia
A-case-ee-a pi-ri-foal-ee-a

2. Pilbara Mallee

Eucalyptus pilbaraensis
you-cal-ipp-tus pill-bar-ra-en-sis

3.  Wise's Spinifex
Triodia wiseana
try-oh-dee-a why-zee-ah-na

A <> BHP
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4. ACACIA LOW SHRUBLAND

Wasjanri Nature Reserve, GolAfields




PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

ACACIALOWWOODLAND
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Focus Points for Discussion

» Coloursand shapes « Links of vegetation to soil type
» Vegetation layers o Plantdensity

« Diversity andinteractionofplants e Range of habitats

 Links of vegetation to climate « Special features

Compareand contrast this plant community with other onesin Western
Australia. Include your local natural environment too!

In Wandjarri Nature Reserve Acacia Low
Woodlandis found onthe claysoilsof the wide
valleysbetween the sand dunes.

Following heavy rainsthereisarapid growth
and flowering of yellow and whiteeverlastings.

Normally the ground would bebare, except for
the Mulgaand Hummock grasses.

LEGEND

Mulga
Acacia aneura
A-case-ee-a  a-new-ra

Drummonds Everlasting (white)
Cephalipterum drummondii
Seff-al-lip-ter-um drum-mon-dee-eye

Native Cornflower (blue)
Brunonia australia
Brun-ch-nee-a ost-rah-liss

Golden Everlasting (yellow)
Waitzia aurea
Wait-zee-a or-ree-a

Lobed Spinifex
Triodia basedowii
Try-oh-dee-a bays-dow-ee-eye

A & BHP
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PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

BLUEBUSHSHRUBLAND

Focus Points for Discussion

o Coloursand shapes « Links of vegetation to soil type
e Vegetation layers o Plant density

e Diversityandinteractionof plants e Range of habitats

e Links of vegetation to climate o Special features

Compareand contrast this plantcommunity with other onesin Western
Australia. Include your local natural environment too!

The vast, treeless plain in the centre of the
Nullarboris well named because “Nullabor” in
Latin, means “No Tree”.

Bluebush and Saltbush grow across the
limestone plain.

Thered-green crust covering much of the soil is
made up of lichensand blue-greenalgae.

The plantsand animalsliving in the Nullarbor
were carefully studied from 1984-1986.

The “fence” in the photograph is a trapline to
catch theanimalsin this study area.

LEGEND

Bluebush
Maireana sedifolia
Mare-ee-a-na sed-i-foal-ee-a

Saltbush
Atriplex vesiceria
Ay-tri-plex vess-i-ca-ree-a

(Shrubs not distinguishable)

@ HBHP &

: Conservation and
Qrmzunj- Western rstratin Land Management




2 S Beand

Déote

v 1

s ot LT S

i ihte

;
i
i
M
&
i
{
q
4
!
i
1
i
]
4

e Labes Wesions Weeatlels

Jo

6. SAMPHIRE LOW SHRUBLAND




PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

SAMPHIRELOW SHRUBLAND

Focus Points for Discussion

» Coloursandshapes » Links of vegetation to soil type
» Vegetation layers o Plant density

e Diversityandinteractionofplants e Range of habitats

« Links of vegetation to climate » Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other onesin Western
Australia. Include yourlocal natural environment toof

Saltflats are found around salt waterlakes
throughout the State. Samphire shrublands grow
on all these salt flats.

Samphire plantsare succulent shrubsthat can
livein very salty soils.

The Romansburnt samphires to make salt. The
word “samphire” comes from the Latin words
used to describe this process.

Some gum trees are also able to grow in salty
soils. They grow insmall groups onraised
patches of sand on the flats.

LEGEND

1.  Black Morrel
Eucalyptus melanoxylon
you-cal-ipp-tus mel-an-ox-ee-lon
2.  Saltbush
Atriplex vesicaria
ay-trip-lex vee-see-car-ree-a
3.  Red Samphire
Halosarcia indica
hay-low-sar-kee-a in-di-ka
4.  Green Samphire

Halosarcia holocnemoides
hal-oh-sar-kee-a ha-low-sne-moy-dees

Conservaenon ond
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7. KARRI FOREST

an% State Forest




PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

KARRI FOREST

e Colours and shapes
o Vegetation layers

» Diversityandinteractionof plants « Range of habitats
« Linksof vegetation to climate

Focus Points for Discussion

« Links of vegetation to soiltype
o Plantdensity

¢ Special features

Compareand contrast this plant community with other onesin Western
Australia. Include yourlocal natural environment too!

Lake Caveinthe Boranup Forestis surrounded
by towering Karri Forest.

Inspring the understorey of Augusta Bossiaea
brightens up the forest floor.

KarriForestis mainly found between Manjimup
and Denmark, but patches of forest extend to
Cape Clairaultin the westand Mount
Manypeaksintheeast.

Some of the understorey species arenot as
widespread. AugustaBossiaea only growsin
the Karri Forestbetween Cape Leeuwinand
Cape Naturalist.

LEGEND

1. Karri
Eucalyptus diversicolor
you-cal-ipp-tus dye-ver-si-coll-ore

2.  Broom Ballart
Exocarpus sparteus
ex-oh-car-pus spar-tee-us

3.  Augusta Bossiaea
Bossinea disticha
boss-ee-a dis-tish-a

4.  Peppermint
Agonis flexulosa
a-go-nis flex-you-low-sa

Canservolion ond
Cff{‘ﬁnmj tlostern et Land Manngerment
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PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

JARRAH FOREST
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Focus Points for Discussion

« Coloursandshapes « Links of vegetation to soil type
« Vegetationlayers « Plantdensity

« Diversityandinteractionof plants e Range of habitats

o Links of vegetation to climate « Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other ones in Western
Australia. Include yourlocal natural environment too!

Jarrah forest grows over much of the south-west
of Western Australia.

Jarrah trees form low forests when the rainfall
and soilarenotideal.

These low forests have a dense understorey of
many different shrubs, herbsand sedges.

During springinthe YelvertonState Forest, the
understoreyis bright with the flowers of the
Bush Peppermint and the Water Bush. In
wetter areas the strange Pineapple Bushis
found.

LEGEND

1. Jarrah
Eucalyptus marginata
you-cal-ipp-tus mar-jin-ah-ta

2. Bush Peppermint
Agonis parviceps
a-go-nis par-vi-seps

3. Water Bush
Bossizea aquifolia
boss-ee-a  a-kwi-foal-ee-a

4.  Pineapple Bush
Dasypogon hookeri
day-see-poe-gon hook-err-eye
5. Yellow Flag

Patersonia umbrosa
pat-err-zone-ee-a um-bro-sa

<» BHP
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PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WANDOO

WandooWoodlandis mostcommonly foundon
the drier, eastern part of the Darling Plateau.

Anopenshrubland growsunder thelow
branching Wandoo trees.

PoisonPeasare commoninthe shrubland. The
peasofthe plantcontain toxins similar to the
poison 10-80used to controlintroduced animals
such as rabbits and foxes.

Western Australiananimalsaretoleranttohigh
levels of 10-80.

Itisthoughtthat the thickets of poison peas may
havestopped foxes and rabbits from livingin the
Wandoo Woodlandsand mayhavehelpedthe
Numbat tosurvivein the Dryandra Forest.

LEGEND

1. Wandoo
Eucalyptus wandoo
you-cal-ipp-tus wan-doo

2.  Powderbark Wandoo
Eucalyptus accedens
you-cal-ipp-tus ass-ee-dens

3. Cone Bush

Focus Points for Discussion Petrophile divaricata

» Coloursand shapes « Links of vegetation to soil type pet-roe-file di-ver-i-car-ta

o Vegetation layers « Plantdensity 4.  Box Poison
 Diversityandinteractionof plants  Range of habitats Gastrolobium parviflorum

» Links of vegetation to climate » Special features gas-tro-low-bee-um par-vi-floor-um
Compareand contrast this plant community with other onesin Western

Australia. Include yourlocal natural environment too! @ % BH P
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1 0 PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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Focus Points for Discussion

» Coloursandshapes « Linksof vegetation tosoil type
¢ Vegetation layers « Plant density

» Diversityandinteractionofplants e Range of habitats

« Links of vegetation to climate « Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other onesin Western
Australia. Include yourlocal natural environment too!

ermnj aestern Arstiadin

Autumninthe Gimlet Woodlandismarkedby
thefalling of bark rather than the falling of
leaves.

The new copper-coloured bark on the trunks of
theSilver Topped Gimlettrees glowsinthe
early morninglight. Thiscontrasts withthe
Greybush and Broombushscatteredinthe
understorey.

Many types of eucalypt growinthesurrounding
woodlandarea.

LEGEND

1.  Silver Topped Gimlet
Eucalyptus campaspe
you-cal-ipp-tus cam-pass-pee

2.  Broom Bush
Eremophila scoparia
err-eh-moff-i-la sco-pair-ee-a

3.  Greybush
Cratystylis conacephala
crat-ee-sty-liss cone-oh-seff-ah-la.

4.  Goldfields Blackbutit
Eucalyptus lesouefii
you-cal-ipp-tus lu-sweff-ee-eye

5. Boree
Melaleuca pauperiflora
mel-a-loo-ka paw-per-i-floor-a

o HBHP &
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Thelow, twisted Banksia trees of Banksia
Woodlandlook morelike tall shrubs than trees.

Underthe Banksias grow many shrubs, herbs
and sedges. Some of these understorey plants

5 only grow in the Banksia Woodlands of the
Swan Coastal Plain around Perth. One of these
plantsis the Globe Heath which flowersinthe
autimn.
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LEGEND

1. Candlestick Banksia
Banksia attenuata
bank-see-a a-ten-you-ah-ta

2.  Young Firewood Banksia
Banksia menziesii
bank-see-a men-zee-see-eye

3.  Globe Heath
Brachyloma preissii
brack-ee-loam-a pri-see-eye

Focus Points for Discussion

» Coloursandshapes » Links of vegetation to soil type
o Vegetationlayers « Plant density

« Diversityandinteractionofplants e Range of habitats

« Links of vegetation to climate o Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other onesin Western

Australia. Include yourlocal natural environment too! (/@B % BHP
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Hearthnesk Ridge, South Norsermsns Wipster 1973
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1 2 PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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The word mallee refers to low trees with many
thick trunks which grow out of a fattened,
lumpy stem that growsjust under the ground.
Thisundergroundstemiscalled a lignotuber'.

Mallee Woodland isonly found in Australia.
Underthe Mallee treesis adense understorey
of shrubs containing a great variety of plants.
Few of these flower in winter.
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1. York Gum Mallee
Eucalyptus loxophleba
you-cal-ipp-tus lox-oh-flee-ba

2. Mixed Shrubland of
Acacia jennerae,
a-case-ee-a  jenn-err-ee

Olearia revoluta
ol-ee-air-ee-a rev-oh-loo-ta

Rhagodia drummondii
rag-oh-dee-a drum-on-dee-eye

Afriplex vesicaria
ay-trip-lex ves-i-car-ree-a

Myoporum desertii

Focus Points for Discussion my-oh-pour-um des-ert-ee-eye

+ Coloursand shapes « Links of vegetation to soil type Pimelea microcephala

» Vegetation layers « Plantdensity pie-me-lee-a my-crow-seff-ah-la
] « Diversityandinteractionof plants e Range of habitats

» Links of vegetation to climate « Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other onesin Western

o A Australia. Include yourlocalnatural environment too! & % BH P
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13. MIXED SHRUBLAND




1 3 PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

MIXED SHRUBLAND

Focus Points for Discussion

e Coloursandshapes « Links of vegetation to soil type
« Vegetation layers » Plantdensity

e Diversityandinteractionofplants s Range of habitats

« Links of vegetation to climate e Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other ones in Western
Australia. Include your local natural environment too!

Thenumber of plant species packed into these
Shrublandsissogreatthatthey arefamous.
People come from all over the world to see
them. The Aboriginal word for Shrubland s
"Kwongan".

Inthespringand autumnthe shrublandisbright
with flowers. Some shrubs flowerin each
season of the vear, enabling honey-eatingbirds
toobtain nectarall year round.

LEGEND

1. Hooker's Banksia
Banksia hookerana
bank-see-a hook-err-ah-na

2.  Needies and Corks
Hakea obligua
hay-kee-a ch-blee-kwaa

3. Sand Bottlebrush
Beaufortia squarrosa
bow-fort-ee-a skwar-rose-a

4, Summer Smokebush
Conospermum crassinervium
cone-oh-sperm-wm crass-in-erv-ee-um

5. Candelstick Banksia
Banksia attenuanta
bank-see-a a-ten-you-ah-ta

Conservation end
q:r?‘rmmj Mestern Avfration tand Monagement




14. COASTAL SHRUBLAND




1 4 PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

COASTALSHRUBLAND

Much of the coastline of the south-west is sand-
dunecountry. The white sandsof thedunesare
held togetherby the roots of the plants growing
on thesesandy soils.

These shrubs are found all along the coast. The
low tree, RottnestIsland Cypress, isless
common because of frequent fires. Cypress
Forests grow in areas which have notbeen
burntrecently, suchasat Woodman’s Point, on
GardenIsland and parts of Rottnest Island.

This area at Trigg Dune Reserve is recovering
from a series of fires.

LEGEND

1.  Rottnest Island Cypress
Callitris preissii
cal-ee-tris price-ee-eye

2.  Coastal Rosemary
Clearia axillaris
oh-lee-ree-a ax-ill-ah-ris

3.  Quandong
Santalum acuminatum
san-tar-lum acc-you-min-ah-tum

Focus Points for Discussion 4.  Smakebush
Hemiandra pungens
+ Coloursandshapes « Linksof vegetationtosoil type hem-ee-an-dra pun-jens
+ Vegetationlayers « Plant density
« Diversityandinteractionofplants s Range of habitats
« Links of vegetation to cimate « Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other onesin Western

Australia. Include your local natural environment too! @m} % BHP
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15. PINJARRA PLAIN SHRUBLAND




1 5 PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

PINJARRAPLAINSHRUBLAND
I[ N

e
]

Plantcommunitiescanberareand endangered

I (S justlikeindividual plantsand animals.
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The Pinjarra plain near Perth was the site of
early agricultural development. Today most of
the original plant communities of those soils
havebeencleared.
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Thesesoilsarelow lyingand very wetin
winter. Asthesoilsdryoutinspringsome of
these open shrublands become carpetted with
pinkeverlastings.

It is now rare to see these carpets of
everlastings which used to grow extensively
close to Perth.
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LEGEND

1. Mohan
Melaleuca viminea
mel-a-loo-ka vim-in-ee-a

2. Kunzea {white flowers)
Kunzen recurva
kun-zee-a re-cur-va

3.  Pink Everlastings
Rhodanthe manglesii

Focus Points for Discussion roe-dan-thee man-glee-see-eye

« Coloursand shapes « Links of vegetation to soil type
« Vegetationlayers « Plantdensity

e Diversityandinteractionofplants « Range of habitats

e Linksof vegetation to climate e Special features

Compareand contrast this plant community with other onesin Western

Awstralia. Include yourlocal natural environment too! /ﬁ‘ﬁ % BH P
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16. WETLANDS

Scott River Plains, Augusta




1 6 PLANT COMMUNITIES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
WETLANDS

Focus Points for Discussion

e Colours and shapes « Links of vegetation to soil type
e Vegetationlayers « Plantdensity

» Diversity andinteractionof plants « Range of habitats

» Linksof vegetationto climate e Special features

Compare and contrast this plant community with other onesin Western
Australia. Include your local natural environment too!

Mostof the wetlandsin Western Australiaare
seasonal. Water collectsinlow lying areas
after the wet season or after heavy rains.

Extensive wetlands are found along the south
coastof the State, forming in winter and lasting
intolatesummer.

Only plants that canlive with theirrootsin
water for alarge part of the year can survive in
these places.

In the deepest water are Sedges, Melaleucas
and Astartess. Paperbarks grow around the
edges of the wetland in the shallow water.

LEGEND

1.  Freshwater Paperbark
Melaleuca raphiophylla
mell-a-loo-ka raff-ee-oh-fill-a

2.  Swamp Astartea
Astartea fascicularis
a-start-tee-a fass-ee-cue-lah-ris

3. Twine Rushes (Jointed Sedges)
Leptocarpus species
lept-oh-car-pus

A
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