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Final Report (Sunnary)

Fire Responses of P1ants from Banksia Woodlands Vegetation
Associat ions

This project was establ ished in January 1991 fol lowing a hot
sunmer fire in Yanchep Nationa] Park. Its rnain aim was to col-l-ect
inforrnation related to the regeneration responses of species from
the vegetation associations burnt in the f j.re. Fenced plots to
exclude selective grazing either of a particular species as a
preferred food or on the seedling or fresh regrowth stage. This
inf orrnation wil-l- be val-uable f or future rnanagernent planning.

The project was also set up so that it coul_d be used as a long
term monitoring progranme of current fire rnanagernent practices. The
sj-tes incorporate the inposed fire regirne as wel"L as the vegetation
association. The fenced plots shoul-d be maintained as part of the
long term nonitoring progranme to provide information on the effects
of grazing and f i re regirne on biomass.

The project !,ras set up with co-operation from the Northern
Forest Reqion and the l{anneroo District with the intention that
their involvement would increase until it was being run as a fong
tern monitoring progranme by them, and Research involvernent woufd
end with a report on species' fire response at approximately five
years post fi.re. Due to rny impending transfer rny involvernent will
now cease at the end of Decenber 1991 and the project handed over to
the Perth RegTion. Jeni Alford, Regionat Ecologist and Lyndon
Mutter, a Technical- Officer with the Wanneroo District wil_L co-
ordinate, and the National Park Rangers from yanchep National. park
will continue to do the field work. I have made a few suggestions
as to how the project could be run.

An information day was held at Yanchep National park on
December 18 for the National Park Rangers and other interested
personnel.  Di-scussions fol lowing this session ident i f ied areas of
di f f icul ty and out l ined a proposal for cont inuing the project.  The

over of staff at the park presents a problem with
Ap.Hr\ /^r  isat ion and cont inui ty of  the assessrnents.  Anne Greig has

sponsibi l i ty for co-ordinat ing the project and carrying out
6?0 rk with assistance fron another Ranger. Lyndon Mutter would
i \ ; '  avai labl-e for f ie ld work and would provide some cont inui ty
ioor ' i  ,  rssment procedures and training of  new staf f .  I t  $ras also
;; i - - '  rd that a pool of  volunteers be created to assist ,  especial ly

, _reriods when there is added pressure on the park staff such
as sc6o-oL holidays, fire season, an-d periods of high nurnbers of park
visitors. Lyndon, Anne and the Regional Ecologist will_ need to keep
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