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environmental interpretation and education progams.

Ifs application ]vi also direcdy assist those concemed
with the xsessment and management of National
Estate Values. Aesthetic landscape character and
corresponding social values are significant components
to several of the criteria used to assess Nadonal Estate
ar€as.

To date, a number of signficant broad scale landscape
assessment projects and management strategies have
utilised landscape character t,?e data developed from
this surdy. cALM, DPIID and rhe EPA, together rvirh
a number of rural Shires, have focused their effors in
the soulh-westregions on both public and privae lands
and waFrs. Here, characbr type dala has be€n
incorporated into landscape quality assessment
procedues, defining broad visual management zones,
priority areas and action plans, accompanied by
landscape management policies, objectives and
guidelines.

Atfte site specific scale, avisual landscap management
process may also require a proposed development site
to b€ analysed in terms of its topography, slope,
vegetation species, structure, density and paEems,
views, viewer lnsition, soil stability and scale and tlpe
of activity. This enables detailed planning and design
recommendalions to be prepared to ensue that land
use activities have minimal visual impacts and landscape
quality is either sustained or enhanced.

CALM uses alandscapemanagementsystem to manage
landscape values in Slate forest and national parks, and
!o minimise t]le impacts of silvicultue, rccrearion and
toudsm. DPUDhascaniedoutalandscapenanagement

study of the Dading Scarp, dehning areas of visual
landscape sensitivity, as well as introducing a landscape
prot€€tion zone in the meEopolitan area

Considerable landscape assessment wort has also been
undertaten for portions of Westem Australia's coastal
zone- Landscalr management plans have been
integraed into national park management plans, rural
planning strategies, environmental impact and
development planning assessments, and townscape
programs. Rural planning strategies have incorpcated

L omds c ep e C fi ara"g., U* u

guidelines based on broadscale analysis of landscape
char&ter, while several specific mastal development
have received detailed visual impact assessment ttiat
focused on managing.signifrcant views, and on lhe
capacity of the landscape to absorb changes.

Detai.led visual assessment has also been used in several
structure plans- In several cases, Geographic
Informalion system computer prog:rms were used to
identify visually sensitive areas, to simulate
developments and to define areas that could be
developed without degrading the landscape. For
example, the Shies of Augusta-Margaret River and
Busselbn havedehned developmentareas for visually
sensitive coastal areas and incorporued this information
into development, siting and design guidelines and
town planning scheme amendments.

For cultural landscapes, one of tlrc successful outcomes
of the State's Townscape Program is the improved
appearanceofsome ofthe State's country lowns. Other
recent efforts include the careful siting of major roads
and transmission lines where lheypass through sensitive
landscapes, roadside planting, and stre€tscape
guidelines fo local govemment au nrities.

It is intended that this landscape character type
classificarion snrdy will become a major common
resource base for all government and non-government
agencies and community groups wmking in tbe frelcls
of landscape planning and managemenl From the
basel ine definition of landscape character types, yisual

quality can be assessed syslematically.

In summary, it is expected that ftis study will:

. assist in the development of a common vocabulary
by which the general community and landmanagers
can discuss the aesthetic characteristics oflandscaoe:

. provide a dafa base and systematic process ftom
which students, educators, natural resource
scientists, land plarmen and designen and others
concerned with tlle inventory, assessment and
management of landscape in Westem Australia
may borrow and benefiq
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or value held by society after perceiying an ar€a of
landArater.

. Aesthetb Chamctcr is a visual summary of the
landform, vegeAtion, waterforrn and land use afiribufes
if a UnOscape, O"sc.iUeA in formal aesthetic terms of
form, line, colour, tenture and scale.
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Some Landscape Character Type boundaries are

visually distinctive and strong in definition, such as the

western edge of the Darling Scarp, forming a clear line

between the Darling Plateau and the Swan Coastal

Plair I-andscape Character T'?es- Often boundarias

betwe€n Landscape Character Types are not so

dehnitive. These soft lines occur generally in areas

where no abrupt change in the landscape is visually

obvious, but where there is a gradual transilion ftom

one character t,?e to another. The boundary lines in

these instances were placed in the transitional areas

where influences or characteristics from abutting

character t''pes v,/ere evidenr The guides used for the

placement of these soft lines were generally the natural

system boundaries, panicularly surface geology/

landform, vegetation, soils and climate. Where no

visual boundaries are apparent due to factoN such as

clqring, and where vegeladon cover or type cannot be

relied upon, unseen factors such as soil t'?e boundaries,

which have an underlying influence on more obvious

visual elements in the landscape character, have b€en

used

It is important to note here that due to the limited

resouces of this study, the prcess of sampling lhe

physical features of the landscape had to be "broad

brush'. Existing scientific material and pholographic

imagery has b€en used extensively, with little gound

level reading or field work. This sampling proc€ss has

signifi cant limiaions in identifying landscape features

derived from p,ersonal experience ofthe landscape, and

in panicular cultural landscape feanres, which together

are re core me3ning of aesthetic value. Such

information was beyond fte scope of this project and

was therefore not research€d.

Lanfsape Cfioracter trye Duciptiarc
Expansion of the character t1'pe descriptions to provide

detailed landscape information was the major usk of

tJle s01dy. Research ftr various areas to proYide

biophysical and culutral descriptions of indiYidual

Character Types and Sub Type's under headings of

Climate, Lantlform, Vegeradon, Walerform and Land

Use was carried ouL Detailed visual information taken

from ground and aerial photogra.phs (al 1:50,000 and

l:25,000) and videos were used to capffe Yisual

details of the Character Types and supplement mde

specific information for the aestletic character

summaries of Form, Line, Colour nd Texture

landscape altribules.

The descriptive text is de'signed to give the reader a

mental piclre of the chanrler type areas which have

been classifiedandmappedforthe Stae, andto describe

tlre fnimary contributing formal aesthetic factors of

each l-andscape Charac@rT)'pe. For each area, factors

described included the general climate, its landform

compising geologyand soils; thevegetation - including

cover, height and spz[seness; waterforms - including

shapes and types; and land use - including activities,

built forms and clearings in native vegetation'

t anl'Ike onl Cu.tturaI Inf[uznru
Cultural activities and land use are also factors which

can detemineaCharacterType. TheWhearbeltPlateau

I-andscape Charet€r Type is the best-example of this.

It has been delineated as a separate character type, as

the dominant visual aesthetic fgture is tle extensive

arca ofcleared agriculhral land- The research ofland

uses and cul0Jral factors in influencing character t)?e

definition is by rn means extensive. Further v/ork is

reouired here.

Lmtrs ap e C fiarattcr S ub typ u
Over the broad ar€as of homogeneous kmdscapes

which havebeen classifred ino Character Types, often

slightvisual differences occur ftom one area to another.

This may be due to no morc than a localised climatic

influence r a slight topographical change. Where

these differences are not distincdve enough !o waranl

a separate Character Type boundary, yet a division

between the two zones was visually dominant, then

Sub Types of the Character Type were established.

ilisuat qtalitg Cfasnfuafion - fronus of
Rrefererce
Descriptive criteria for the assessment of visual qualify

have been prepared fc €ch landscap€ charactq typ€

and sub-q,pe. The criteria are referred to as Frames of

Refercnc€ as they describe the relative range of visual

quality ftigh, moderate,low) and provide thebase data

fu tbe comparative classification ofvisual componenE

of lrndscape. The criteria are wriEen in lerms of

divenity and uniqueness in landform, vegetation and
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sandsheet at Boranup is clear evidence of the extreme

wind action at work on this high energy coast. To the

north ofBoranup, in the Hamelin Bay area, a small area

of unique conical dunes are also evident.

Central to dre Character Type, and its most prominent

feature, is a discontinuous limeslone ridge, known

locally as the keuwin Natualiste Ridge. Formed on

a granite bed, the exposed margins of the ridge are se€n

as abrupt, pale limestone seacliffs at Biljedup Brook

and Wilyabrup. Generally, the margins are obscured

and softened by rounded, undulating hillslopes rising

from 100m to 200m in height. The sands of the ridge,

initially a coastal dune deposit, have solidihed and

dissolved to form the dark, cool cave syslems that are

an interesting featureof thisregion. Themostaccessible

of these often spectacular formations can be found

between Yallingup and Augusta. Sea caves ofgranite

and limeslone can also be found to the north-east of

Cape Naiuraliste.

Beyond the ridge, the eastern margin of the l-eeuwin

Naturaliste Coast is characterised by an almost

completely flat to gently undulating plain, wih slight

gravelly rises or knolls and occasional granitic

outcropping.

'/eg etation
The remaining native vegetation of the Leeuwin

Naturaliste Coast is predominandy low , impenetrable

heath and tall, open forest, highlighted in small patches

to the south by the imposing Karri trees. Its pattem

across this Character Tlpe is both complex and rapidly

changing, controlled by soils and exposure to the

prevailing winds. Land use has had a more marked

effect on the fertile land to the east of the prominent

centml ridge, and large scale clearing for agr:iculture

and timber has, in some areas, resulted in an open

landscape with a colourful patchwork of exotic crops,

grasses, and regrowttr forest, with roads often shaded

cool by overhanging Eucalypts and pale green

Peppermints (Agon i s fle xuo sa) .

Throughout the westem half, exposure to exteme

wind conditions and salt spray makes the vegetation of

the foredunes and seawad slopes highly susceptible to

disturbance and erosion. Owing to ttreir infertile soils

these slopes have remained largely uncleared and a

high proponion of the coastal margin is now retained

within the Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park.

Primary colonisers such as the bris0y Hairy Spinifex

(Spinifux hirsutus) and soft clumps of the introduced

Marram Grass (Amntophila arenaia) appear on the

low dunes, with the scrubby pale grey Coasul Daisy

(Olearia axillaris) occurring in protected dune

depressions. In areas ofcoastal limesfone, softChenille

Honeymynle (Melaleuca heugeli) and spiky Parrot

Bush (Dryandra sessi/ls) feature among tlte heath,

notably at Canal Rocks and Yallingup, and Rottnest

Tea Tree (Melaleuca lanceolata) is scattered in

woodlands on the sheltered limestone sloPes to the

north-west of Bunkers BaY.

On the exposed western slopes of the ridge, the

vegeution pauern is low. scrubby heath. Wind pruned

Acaciaand Jacksoniaare common, with an undersbrey

ofbrightyellow Hibbertia, the glossy dark leaves ofthe

twining Sarsaparilla (Hardenber gia comptoniana) ,and

the soft blue flowers of Thick-leaved Fan Flower

(Scaevola Uassifulia ) occur throughout, with Prickly

Moses (Acccla pulchella), and Dwarf Sheoak

(Allocasuarina humilis) ocotring more regulady to

the north.

Weeping Peppermint and rough-barked Banksia

dominate a range of sructuml remnant vegelatlon

t1pes, including low forest, woodlandsand open forest.

, These are interspersed with Bullich (Eucalyptus

megacarpa) ,M1elaleucas and Blackboys (X anthorrhoea

spp.). Iarrah (Eucalyptus narSiuta), and Mari (-E.

catophylla) occur as tall shrubs throughout, only

reaching their full height as Jarrah-Marri forest on the

deeper soils of the leeward side of the limesone ridge

and on |J|e easlern margln.

Brown sandy loams, located in protected depressions

and gullies on the sheltered side of the main ridge,

support tho most westerly occunence of the towering,

smooth, creamy yellow andgrcy trunks ofthe Karri (E.

diversicolor). Where the ridge is Padicularly steep'

low heath dominal.es and tie Eansition to tall forest

occurring in protected depressions is often abrupt. The
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nuts and flowers, and also in the farming of exotic

animals, panicularly deer, is becoming widespread.

Both agdculure and forest industries support loudsm

afld rccreation as the most rapidly expanding land use.

Industries created from timber production, such as
furniture and fine wood crafts (tuming and sculp$re)

are widespread and specialised agriculture is a feature

here, with the farming of trout, marron, deer, exotic

fruits, as well as wine and cheese production.

The coastal settlements of Gracetown and Augusla,

andservice centres likg Margarct River and Cowarzrmup
provide a variety of residential and visitor

accommodation, freehold land for rural living, hobby

farns and bush blocks, and many are centses for

thriving craft industries. A district architecturestylgof

locahammed earth and mudbrick is rapidly developing

$rcughout the area, embodied in private dwellings,

commercial facilities and public buildings. Water
related activities frqrn beaches such as Hairelin Bay

and Yallingup include fishing, swimming, windsurfmg

and diving, and the world class surf which occurs near

Margaret River, attracting many visitors.

Landus€ for exEactive indusEies is minimal within the

area Known minerals include mineral sands and coal.

Conservation values and the scenic atfractions of fte

Leeuwin-Naturaliste Coast are protected by the

Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park. The exensive

lands of the pa* run the length of fte coast from Cape
Naturaliste to Cape Leeuv/ir, each defined tiy a stark

white lighthouse. Within the park and adjacent State
forest, particularly Boranup, are the inost westerly

occurence of the Kari, the limestone ridge cave

system, world-class beaches and surf, and an almost

continuous coasEl heath ecosystem.

',1

a

L

J
,1

IT

12



'tussclE sulro]retelA *

-Surceds lo hoioa 'airuxal
'ssElc 'aBE 'uorlPrr^ seraads

o1 enp su:e1ged luepr,ra
lnoqtr^{ le^oa uoqela8e^

&irurrs Jo see& a^lsuelxa *

'.&lpnb.Iue.s elelaporu
ueql ro^\ol ou elgr eroJaroqt

pue ecue.gE8rs pnsr^

IErceds Jo el€ tuEurutop
u@uar stueruela Fmleu

qarq^\ lll sod"cspuel FlseoJ

'1SaD1U! 
lensr^ JO

semlsel leqto lo suoqelnpun
'suorlcessrp elllrl qlr^{

,{qdef odol pouqcur,{Fua3
fuo^Jo srel? e^rsrelYa xA\O'1

'saI]sgelceleqa

n oU Sur8ueqJun q1r,,.,
sas.hoalelP/t\ tuellruuelul *

'uoqruEsrp

3ur4cz1 uoqqe?ol
tsaro] ot uollsteSe^

Plssoc ujo4 uollsue{

'uorl?le8e^ Surpunons
o1€^rtelar uollauqsrp

ro sseuenbun SrrllJel lnq
.re^oJ puel !q tuepr^a suetled

.suratled

a8eurerp tculsrp ssal qlr,,,r
pu?l Surdols ,{DueA Jo seeny'

's]Jllc ro $lcsls
'serbluouord'$elr['sr(?q

lngrll^{ sa8pe ls€oc JelnAaU *

''r^nD 'n9,r,,^a

prra tqSreq uDoJrun Jo
tnq tuapr^e suoq?uuoJ euncl *

'stlroJpirel Supunoms
eqt ol rElru{s ,{lFresaS

lnq uouaesslp auos qlrnA
se8plr pue slirq papunoU *AJVUACOhI

'sesmoarol?.,\a luatlruuelur
uI Salot{bren prre spuspadl

'stpd dnutllno
'? a slle]rep^r se qcns

semtea] pu? salsuelcePqa
^\oU Sudueqc qtr^\ surge.ls
pue sre^g ru?usu.uad ro[€W

'ql"eq 
FlsPo.

'3 o e.rmxel ro moloc'uuo] In
pnsnun uolYtaie,r pe3reap

.to pel.Ier€ 'padeqs-putlA

'.{sPp

plseo. 3 a s3urpunoms
naql ruo4 rleril seqsrnBuqsp

qrrlll|ll noloc FuosPas
?u eldsrp sdnorS 1ue14

,uIeI .?.e

uolpu9^ trdou"c ro edecspu?l
6rll uI uoulsod 'ruroJ 

Jenmun
'uorl"losr ol anp sluod paoJ

euoreq qanj^{ uoqete8e^
ueura€ds Jo slelJod

.puelpoo{r

01 qtP?q uro.ll uorlrsue.!
tdnrqg 3 e erruxat Jo moloc

lrq€q rl^\or3 'a3e ',(trsuep

sarceds ur uo_rlPuP^ per[Jop
.{l8uo.!s ol ellp sulallPd

uorls]eBa^ e^ucr41sIC

'a8pry prrue3 3 o seare
Sulpunollns erf rjl uorluJoa
ureled I'urojpu?l ol tsE.luoa

snor^qo epr^ord qcrqAl
suoqeurquroc -ro uoqe,tn8guoc

1q3req i,tqcrnlsrp go
suoq"ur.Ioj eqnp pr-r9 sa8pru *

.lcaqs

pw5 dnueroq 3'a seSpe
u,rrlolq pues .ro sedols deels
'8w].ql?e,, e^rtag Jo sEere

.{eldsrp q.n{nd seunp ̂Jeruud *

'e^eJ rlrotulrr"w
'3'o sowy tpe; pue sernyaop
'se^?a 'semleeJ euolseujr.I *

'$l.ou pupJ 3 e sIrI. pup
sFlrn 's^"q 's3urddo.brno 

{cor
e,rrrcr4tsp,{q pazrseqdrua

sa3pa eu{$eoc rEln8eul *HCIH

hluoduarv^{NOITVIUCS^hluocoNY'I
,{rI'Mo
JINgJS

a)uaJaJau Jo aruaJd - uolfB)glssBlJ .,{111en} lens;1

T
s
v
o
)

a,
T
t
I
7

r'

N

I
14
n
a,
a
7

x, !2,4 s-nv: uJ" + sd /l/1r joeadfif,



Landscope Cfiarazter

L
E
E,
u
,t1)

T

.T

a
a

L
I

.s
'I

E

C
o

-t
'1

Aesthetic Character Summarv

LANDFORM

Form: rugged granitic headlandt; conical dun€s; ror.trlded undulating hilslopes; parabolic dunes; towering sea
cliffs; c/ind sculpted foredunes.

Llne: ceriEal ridgeline; rmdulating slopes; shorelines; asynnneuical beaches; v€f,lical sea cliffs and valleys;
hodzontal wave-cut platforms; horizontal offshore reefs; narrow sandbar; U-shaped vaUeys.

Colour; white sand; pale cream to grey limesonq hronrn dands.

Texture: rugged limestone;,rocky cliffs; sandy dunes

Scale: stighrly undulat^ing landlorm in eustem region of the Character T1pe offers moderarely open views !o
midground; tile centsal ridge and coastal dunes often rcstrict and elrclose the deprh of view o the foleground.

VEGETATION

Form: wind pruned hea&; isolated pockets; weeping F,epp€rmints; towedtg Kard; stunted Jarah Mari foresl

horizo al canopy lire of low heath vegetation; strong vertical Karri u'unks; twining vines; holizoltal line of
bracken.

Line:

Colour: pale green Spinifex; bright yellow Hibbertias; glgssy dark green leaves; blue flowers; monled creamy yellow
and grey Karri rur*s; sun.dappled understorey; bright green bracken; creamy Karri watde; bright purple
Hovea; glistening green leaves.

Texture: bdsdy Spinifex; soft gasses; scrubty daisies; spiky parrot bush; pdckly wanles; soft peppermints; smooth
Karri trunks; spiky reeds and rushes; rough, Marri ba*; fibrous Jarah bark.

Scale: unclsred vegetation - raller vegetalion mcloses and channels views wirh canopy often meeting overhead;
lower heath scrub perrnits broader views ovel landscape, and dune landscape encloses views; d?th ofview
into vegetation is minirnal; vegetation cleared - perndts longer views over landscape with foreground to
inidground views enclosed by lardform.

WATERFORM

pools; shallow swamps.

vertical waterfalls.

Form:

Liner elongated and round lakes; gende rnendeing rivers;

.Colour: rransparenr;blue.

Texture: foaming surf; smooth lakes; rixhing waterfalls.

LAND USE

Form: geometric housing and semi-rural land suMivisions; cylindrical ligh*rouses;

Line: hectares of parallel vines; fencelines; geometric and meandering roads and lane ways; vertical light houses;

Colour: bright geen grape vines; muddy browns oframmed eanh, pale cre3m to gley limesone; white lighthouses

Texture: texture of roofing and building materials;
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plain has developed more extensively in the high

rainfall zone around Bussellon to the south of this

Characier Type where increased runoff has resulted in

the watercourses depositing more sediment from tlle

uplands ono the plain

To the west. of the plain lie tiree successive dune

deposits occurdng in bands which generally run parallel

to the Dading Siarp and the present coasdine.

The Bassendean Dune System abuts the lowJying

plain to the west and t}le foothills to lhe easl, and is an

accumulation of beach sands along an ancienI shoreline.

Formed into low, rounded tfills of pale grey quartz

sand, these dunes are most extensively seen in the

northern legion of fte Characer Type such as at

Bayswatei.

The Spearwood Dune System occurs to the west oflhe

Bassendean dunes and iue yotmger, steep hills of

increased height, with soils of soft yellow to rich toffee

coloued sand. Underlying the sand is a belt ofpale,

rough limestone which is exposed in many places, and

can be seen in the cliffs at Blackwall Reach on the S war

River and in the. deeper caves at Yanchep.

Quindalup, the third and most recen[ Dune System,

consists of low, elongat€d windswept dunes of pale

sand which are forming along the Indian Ocean coastline

today. From their narowest point at Fremande, they

develop into successive beach ridges, the widest

occurring n'ear Busselton and from Rockingham to

Becher Point.

The coaslal margin of the Swan Coastal Plain features

long, genUy curved beaches ofbleached sand and low

dunes, such as at Geographe Bay, which are broken by

coarse, pale, limestone cliffs, jutting headlands and

wavecut platforms. Synonymous with the onshore

coastal characteristics of this region are the off-shore

elements of the coastal landscape. Rottnest Island is a

distinctive focal point in the offshore landscape to the

west of Fremande, appearing as an elongated rise on

the horizon, fringed by glistening white beaches.

Gaden, Wedge, and Penguin Islands all offer the same

appealing coastal landscape feaiures, as do the foam ing

Landscape Character

and gurgling limestone nearshore reefs which are

scattered along the coast, such as at Trigg and elsewhere

within Marmion Marine Park.

Uegetation
Of all the faclors affecting the vegetation of the Swan

Coastal Plain, the climate has the mostmarked inlluence.

From tle north to the south, tlte vegetation associated

with the landforms of ihe arca changes from low

scrubby Banksia woodlands with stunted Eucalypts in

the nonh. [o lush, bwering forested areas in the south.

Beginning aL the soutrem margin near Dunsborough,

the influence ofEuropean settlement is obvious, as it is
.over the entire Character Type. Much land has been

. cleared of native vegetation for agicultural, urban and

industriat purposes, revealing long views over t}le

landscape. On this southem plain there are remnants of

an open, rough-barkedMui (Eucdlyptus calophylld)
forest scauered over grazing land, witi isolated tatl

lTI:.h (8. rnrginara) occasionally on higher ground.

Marri and the dark trunk of the BlackbuLt (E. p-atenl

are seen near rivers and streams, and following the

meandering watercourses are spreading Flooddd Gum
(E. rudis), white peeling bark of Swamp Paperbarks
( M elak uc a rap hia p hylla), and pale green Peppermint
(Agonis flexuosa) closerto the coast. Where tlerc is
poorer. drainage on the plain, scattered clumps of

Paperbark woodland are seen with isolated specimsns

of the seasonally splendid WA Christmas'ft ee ( N uyt sia

floribunda) which features conspicuously bright

tangerine blooms in the summertime. Rough, olive
green Banksia with Paperbark and Christmas Tree are

also present in more sandy positions on the plain.

The vigetarion associared with $e low, rounded

Bassendean Dune Sysl.em, which begins as a narrow

belt near BusselI'on, includes scattered tall Jarah with

Paperbark ard Banksia. To the nonh-west of the

Sabina River, Tuafi (E uc aly p tus g ompho c e p hal a) make

their first appearance. These unique tall tlees with

erect, solid trunksofrou8h, mottledgrey once occ dLrled

in pure sunds throughout much olthe limestone ridges

of tie Spearwodd Dune System, and today, protected

remnants exist in the Ludlow Tuart Forest National
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Paperbark, Banksiaand occasionally an isolaled Mari.

This vegetation regularly encloses tre long views

across the level plain to the isolated wedands and

elevaled dune syslems in the westem distance, most

notably at tlle Mooie River National Park. Associated

with these is an open layer of all shrubs and a thick,

dusty layer of smaller heath shnbs, including an

abundance of soft Grey Smokebush (Conospermwn

spp.), bushy, grey green Acacias, Christmas Trees,

scrubby Tea Trees (Izpt ospermnn ellipticwn),bittle,

scratchy ParotBush ( D ryandr a ses silis ) and Blackboys.

In the vicinity ofYanchep, low Banksia woodland and

scrub heathbecomethedominantvegehtion overlying

the limesone ridges of the Spearwood Dune Syslem.

The Eucalypt woodlands which occured futher south

become less dominant, smaller and more isola@d. The

stands of Tuafis,. familiar to the soutl occasionally

appear in small patches over limestone ridges and are

apparent in deprgssions.

Deep swamps and wetlands are surounded by tree

cover generally ofPaperbark, Banksia, isolated Sheoak

and Flooded Gum. A large number ofthese occur in t}le

vicinity of theMoorc Riverand fi.rther south. Near he

Cingin River, scattered low Marri appear in an area

dominated by Banksia woodland, and Paperbar(, Tea

Tree and reed swamps are again numerous-

Woterform
Meandering watercourses dissect rhe Swan coastal

Plain along its length, but the area to the nofth of Perth

is more poorly drained than the south. While many

sEeams enter this area after descending the abrupt

escarpments, very few reach the Ocean. They are

eithef diverted north or south on encountering tlle

linear dunb systems, they link up with larger

vr'atercourses such as lhe Murray or the Svr'an, or

Erminate altogether.

Estuaries are a highlight on rhe coasdine and are more

extensive to the south ofthe Swan Estuary atFremantle.

Major inlets, seen as wide expanses of shimmering

blue waterways, include the vasse Estuary near

Busselton, Leschenault Inlet ar Bunbury, and the Peel

L an [s c ap e C haract er typ es

Flarvey Inlet, the largest estuary in the south-west, at

Mandurah.

wetland lakes suchaskkeJoondalupandLa*eneson,

and swamps such as Beanup and Benger are a major

visual chancterisiic of the Swan Coa$al Plain and are

found scafiered throughout. They are often circular in

shape but may also occur as linear chains which are

sub.panllel to today's coasfline. These linked wetlands

drain in a southerly ditection inlo rivers or fte stark
geometrically constructed drains and canals which

occur south ofthe Swan River. Manv ofthese wetlands

are associated with the dune formations, either s_ituated

inter-dunally or whers the dune systems abut.

Land'lJse
The major land uses on the Swan Coastal Plain have

been influenced mainly by agdcultuml, as well as

urban and industrial activities.

The Noongar Aboriginies who originally inhabited the

S wan Coastal Plain fett the bruntofEumpean seulemenL

and as it spread, their traditional way of life soon

became very difficult. Ivlany town reserves were

established for their use and others were sent !o

Aboriginal settlements such as at Moore River. Today,

little evidence of their original habilation remains, and

small communities have been established in various

areas of the Character Type, their current and fulue

activities cenlredon mai ntaining their cultural herilage

and fteir strong relationship with the land-

The urban development ofthis CharacterTlpe is avery

dominant visual feature thrcughout, and is rapidly

expanding in the Penh region particularly to the north

and soutlr of the city, at areas such as Joondalup.

Bunbury andMandurah are the majorpopulation centres

to the soutl of Perth, w h many small towns dotted

over the landscape at regular intervals, including

lficelin, Rockingham, Pinjarra, Brunswick Junction

and Busselton.

The alluviates of the Pinjara Plain at tie easterly

margin oflhe Character T)'pe comprise the most arable

soils ofthe Swan Coastal Plain forpastoral developrnent
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Visual Quality Classification - Frame of Reference

SCENIC
QUALITY

LANDFORM VEGETATION WATERFORM

HIGH * Rounded foolhills wlh steep
slopes e.g. Kelnscott.

* Dunal formations of disd ctive
height, cor'fi guntion or
ccrnbination which provide
obvious conras! to the landform
pattems cqnmon in rhe character
type e,g. Spea ood dunes.

* Dissected calcareous dunes
featurjng rugged limesrone cliffs,
caves and ourcrops e.g. Blackwall
Reach.

* Gendy inclined or level areas wiih
distinctive drainage pattems e.g.

. Pinjana Plain.

* l:rge stretches of coastal
landscape free of disrurbance.

* Coastal duDes which display arEas
of acrive wealhering, sreep aDd
inegular slopes and ridges e.g.
Lancelin.

* Prcrninent limestone cliffs and
he-adlands e.g. Cape Peron.

* Off-shore and estuadne sandbars
and reefs aild idands e.g. Garden
Island.

ScatteJed remnad vegetation
forming an open parklarid.

Remnant or other areas of natrive
veg€rarid sxhibiting an unusual
divenity of colour, heighr or
species e.g. Tuart forest.

Dstinctive alisplays of seasonal
colorr e.g, W A Christmas Tree.

Wind-shaped, gnarled or dwarfed
vegetarion unusual in form,
colour or Lexturc e.g, coasbl
heath.

Strongly defined pattems of
woodlan4 dune and wedand
vegetatim e.g. lrke Cooloongup.

All esnJaries, weilands and
swalaps e.g. Lake loqldalup.

Watercourses of pernanent or
intermittent flow with
continually changing flow
character e.g. Serpentine River.

Resewoi(s with domhant
narural charac@rislics.

MODERATE * Expanses ofbeach wirh lnifofm
width and colour,

* Regular coastal edges. without
bays, inlets or cliffs.

* Areas ofplains with cornmon
patlems of dissecrion evident but
not distincrive.

* Arcas of uniform undulation
with less distinct drainage.

* Dunal formations of uniform
heigh! and confi gurarion.

* kss diversiry in vegetation with
rcgular patlems in height, colour
and lexture evidehl

Vegelation paitems found
cornmonly in the surou0ding
landscape.

* Inteamittent watercounes with
long stretches of lmchanging
Ilow characteristics.

Reservoirs with some natural
chaiacteristics-

LOW Arcas of uniform indistincdy
dissecled plains wih few
fealures of, visual interest.

* Coastal landscapes in which
natuBl elemants rcmain
dominant are of special visual
significanc? and iherefore rate
no lo\r,er lhan modente scenic
quaijty.

Exrensive areas of v,ggetation
with r?etitive patlems or
showing lilde variadons or
diversity.

* Warerbodies with litrle evident
nalural characreristics.

* Irrigation and drainage canals.
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often dominating the surrounding landscape, and occur

as groups ofbulbous outcrops or as isolated formations.

The sandy plains, particularly 1o the south-west, :lre

often subject to ihundation, with the winter wat€r table

on or near fre surface. The swampy deposits and low-

lying water have resulted from the infilling of coastal

lagoons and estuaries which were blocked by tie

gradual movementof dunes. Diffuse drainage parrcms

and high rainfall contribute to the permanent and

seasonal swamps that form along the wetland corridor.

Numerous rivers and tributaries [averse thg region,

and the dissections which these .rivers crcate yaries

from broad, shallow channels to ste€p sided valleys

with exposed rocky slopes such as the loryer Donnelly

River. Many watercourses terminate on the plains,

while others flow into the peaceful inlets and estuaries

that featue regularly along the coast.

The swampy lowlands and estuaries are separated from

the coast by an often broad belt of solidified and active

dunes. Unconsolidated dune blowouts dnd extensive,

bright pale cream sand sheets such as at Yeagerup and

Meerup, overlie much of the coastal limestone and

granite, and though stabilised in some areas by the

dense vegetation, they are highly susceptible to

disturbance and erosion.

The coastline of sweeping white sand beaches as seen

at Windy tlarboul is intemrpted by exposed, foaming

nearshore reefs and rugged cliffs- The cliffs at Point

D'Entr€casteaux and between West Cliff Point and

Cliffy Head, and those at the mouth of the Donnelly

River and Nullaki Peninsula are some of tie more

prominenl Rocky ourcrops, wave-cut platforms and

granitic headlands which guard gently curving beaches

and inles also feature on this coast.

In the upperreaches ofthe Donnelly River, and exhibited

asruggedcolumnaroutcroppings atBlackPoint, unique

examples of dark Bunbury Basalt can be found. The

occurrence of lunettes, or crescent-shaped dunes, such

as on the eastdm margins of Nomalup and Wilson's

Inlet, is also a notable feature along this coast.

'/egetatian

The vegetation in this area is diverse in composition

and slructure, ranging from sedges to low heat-tr,

woodlands and foress.

On the hills and slopes above t}le swampy corridors, the

vegetation is determined by soil type and exposure.

Inland areas dominated by granite outcrops support

scattered Bullich (Eucalyptus megacarpa) ufl a thn

shrub community of Peppermint (Agonis flexuosa),
soft feather flowers (Verticordia spp .) ,Wattd:es (Acqcia

spp.), and the cushion-like Andersonia sprengeliodes.

Ferns, mosses, liverworts and lichens form the lush,

greon ground cover

The extensive taller forests in this Character Type

include tlre grey, fibrous barked Jarrah (Eucalyptus

marginata) and mottled, rough barked MCrri (E.

calophylla) which occur in a mixed patchwork pattem

witi lhe imposing Kari rees (E. diversicolor) wirh

tall, smooth silver, cream andpeach variegated trunks.

The Karri occurs, often abruptly, in various areas in

this landscape, from shallow gullies lo lill slopes, to

low plairis abutting granite outcrdps, to the summit of

low hills, reflecting the occurrence of red !o yellow-

brown toamy soils it favours.

The soft,lush underslorey includes a variety of Wattles

with brighi yellow blooms, Hazels (Cfto rilaena spp.),

Water Bush (Bossiaea aquifolia), Bull Banksia (B.

grandis) wrth rough bark and long, deeply senated

leaves, S nottygobbl e (P ersoonia longifoLo) and a dense

stuub layer of cool Peppermints and a diyersity of

sinuous, twining creepers,

The lower, poorly drained slopes have a low open

woodland of stunted Janah-Marri forest occurring

with a dense, low shrub layer of Hibbertia spp.,

Peppermints, Paperbarks (MeLaLeuca thymoides),

Isopogon spp., Blackboys (Xant horrhoea preissifl,

and graceful Native Wrllow s (O rylo bium lanc e o latum).

In rhe lower areas of the plain, the variabiliry of the

waler uble effecK the vegetation cover sunounding

the swamps and lakes, and often beath and sedge will
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of heary mineral sands mining ventures. Logging of
both hardwood and softwood resources takes plac€ in
'Stateforestsas 

well asinPineandBluegum (Eucalypt6

g lo b ulus) plurtzttons .

The bays and esuraries along this coasdine provide a
perfelt si ation for a large fishing industry which

takes good advanage of the schooling and breeding
grounds for various species of commercial fish found

abundantly along the southem coasL

Fishing, at spors such as Black Point, is alsojust one of
the attracfons along this scenic coasdine for the

considerable popul adon of lourists and holiday-makers
who flock to this area annualy. Quiet shores such as

Mandalay Beach and Peaceful Bay endce swimmers
and sunbathers alike, as well as other water sport
enthusiasts. Towns like Wa[nle and Denmark have

b€come other popular holiday destinations, as has the

tiny fishing settlement of Windy Harbour.

Conservation of the unique south coastfaun:a, flora and
landscapes is a significant land use on fte Scotr Coastal
Plain. Heavily vegetated, they encompass much ofthe
coastline here in uninterupled lengtl$. for lhe protection

of its unique vegetation, water, wildlife, leisure and
scientifi c rcsearch values.
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Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Form: windswept patabolic dunes; granite & limestone headlands; glanite domes as bulbous oulcrop,s or isolated

inselb€rgs; prcminent cliffs; columnar outcroppings of Bunbury Basalt; crescent shaped dunesnunettes;

rounded hills; saady plains. ,

Line: vertical cliffs; horizdntal sandy plain; shoreline; parallel series ofduneridges; horizontal wave cutpladoms;

hodzo al reefs; genrly curving beaches; swamPy corridors; U-shaped valleys; wedand corridoi.

Colour: white sand beaches; dark basalt; red to yellow-trown loamy soils; monled grey, pink, gre€rL black garites;

pale grey limestone.

Texture: rugged headlands; swampy lowlands.

Scale: swampy lowJyhg ptain offers long views over landscE)e; coastal dwre system constricts views to foregtound

and rnidgrowd; extensive views Aom high points

VEGETATION

lofty Kari; low stunted heath; wind pruned.vegetation; cushion-like herbs; shmted Jarah Marri foresl

vertical Karri trunks; hoizontal layers of q4rr and lower canopies; sinuous and twining creelr€ts; white

vetical Paperbark trunks.

Colour: vaiegated silver and p€ach Karri trunk; lush green Peppermints; white runked Paperbarks; vivid Red

Eowering Gurn; bright red Swamp Botdeblush.

Texture: dense thickes; peeling Paperbark; spiky reeds aid sedges; green groundcover; grey barked Jarah; monled

Marri trunts; rough barked Banksias; serated Barksia leaves; cool Peppermints; prickly wattles.

views ovet low coastal heath restricted only by dune landforrn; taller rmcleared saadplain vegetation encloses
long views, and visual peneEatiol inlo veSetation is rninimal.

Form:

Line:

Sfale:

WATERFORM

Form: swampy lowlands; shallow; bulbous estuaries and iltles; arching waves.

Line: horiiontal line ofwater rable often visible on surface; sinuous dvers; level surface oflakes and estuades; Lne

of incoming waves.

Colour: blue; grey; uasparent; tannti stained.

T€xture: foaming surf; smootl, still, reflective waters.

I

LAND USE

Forml regular, geometric built forms; coircave quarries.

Line: parallel rows of vegetables; angular jetries.

Colour: temporal'green blue of blue gwns; pastoral land with a parchwork of gree,r'r shades; pale grey contrasting

limestone quarries.

Texture: rough woodet jenies: rough limesrone quarries.
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6'C, Manjimup receives 14'C to 6'C and Pemberton
ranges from 15'C 10 7'C.

The hot, dry summertime temperatues experienced

here vary from being generally moderate at the Scarp,

increasing slightly furtherinland. Kalamundareceives

a maximum of 28'C with a minimum of 15'C, and

Collie ranges from 29"C to l3'C. The southem ponion

of this Chamcter Type receives a slighfly cooler range

of summer temperanrres, with Manjimup receiving a

26'C maximum anda 13 "C miriimum, and atPemberton,

the temperatures range from 25'C to 12'C.

Darfing Aptnttfs
Lands cap e C fiaracter Su6'Typ e

The Darling Uplands Sub Type is an undulating,

dissected land surface with the rubbly, pale orange

lateritic soils and pea gravels cloaked by ext€nsive

arBas of tall forest. It is an ancient erosional plateau crrt

by deep, steeply sided valley-s, and studded with
impressive domed granite outcrops (monadnocks) and

boulders which protrude from the.surrounding

landscape, most notably at Monadnock National Park-

Many small hills which rise above the general elevation
include Mt Saddleback, Mt. Keats and Mt Lindesay.

The Darling Uplands is bordered to the west by the

Darling Scarp which is the surface expression of llre
Darling Fault. This rugged and rocky landscape rises

abruptly from the Swan Coastal Plain Landscape_

Character T)?e to a height-of approximately 300m
ASL and is clearly revealed between Muchea and

Dardanup. The major proponion ofits surface is made

up of shallow soils and exposed extrusions of ganitic

caprocks, such as east of Serpentine, covered by

remnants of scrubby vegetation in many areas.

The eastem region of the Darling Uplands develops
into a landscipe of gentler slopes with fewer distinct

dissections. Similarly, the qollie region is in a depressed

basin where the undulations become more shallow

with some broad, sandy flats and swarnps, surrounded

by a fringing ring of low hills.

Linking to the Darling Scarp in the vicinity ofBoyanup

is the Whicher Scarp, an often abrupt landform featurc,

such as we$ofJarrahwood, which forms the gende 'J'

curve of th6 south-west of the Sub Type abutting the

Swan CoastalPlain. Thisregionof theDarlingUplands

extends to lhe Le€uwin-Naturaliste Coasl Charac|'er
T1pe, and is sandwiched between the two coastal
plains - the Swan to the north and the Scott io the south.
This area has a more subdued topogaphy with a gently

undulating plateau strewn with pale orange, gravelly

lateriie and sand, sloping downwards from north to

south and from east to wesl

To t}te east of this region, the landscape of the Darling

Uplands becomes more distinctly rolling, occasionally

studded by domed granitic outcrops and low hills, and
dissected by deeply eroded, steep-sided valleys,

influenced by the winding course of the Blackwood
River and fte numerous watercourses !o the souti.

This Sub Type is dominated by forests of the gnaded

Eees of the tall, grcy fibrous barked Jarrah (Eucalyptas

mar gircta) which have developed on the pale orange
lateritic soils as one of the finest hardwood forests in
lhe world. Subsequent invasion inlo he Jarrdh forest
by disease has left many sta* openings, exhibifing
clumps ofyellowing Banksia and Blackboy as well as

lhe emergent bare gley bnuous limbs of Jarrah,
silhouetted above the surrounding green canopy and

severely impacting the visual quality of the forest.

Interspersed witl areas.ofcleared pastoral and farming

land, the broad tracts of the tall trees are still the
dominant characteristic of this region.

The rough, grey, red-stained trunks of Marri (8.

calophylla) are associated with the Jarrah forest, and
become conspicuous in the late summertime by the
bright dusting of the conEasting cream blossoms

amongst. the forest. Marri is more common, even

dominant on the loamy soils ofthe lower valley slopes
and gutlies and rowards rhe easlern and nonhem
perimcrers of the Sub Type. The valley floors of the
Darling Uplands offer a diverse mixture of mottled,

dark Blackbutt (E. patens), creamy, smooth barked
Wandoo(E.wandoo), and more notably in thesouthem
pans,pale.Bullich 1 E. nE gacarpa).
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Flooded Gum (Eucalyptus Rudis), are scattered over

the Daling Uplands. These are generally the springs or

h$dwaters of the creeks and fibutaries which weave

over the ancienl land surface, such as across he open

and more gently inclined landscape around the Collie

region.

Extensiyetractsof la[erizEd soil on theDadinguplands

which have remained uncleared for agriculture have

be€n designaled as S tate Forest. As weU as being used

for timber production, these forested regions are

managed as water catchments for the large reservoirs,

for honey production and for conservation and

r€creation.

Many.formerly forested areas which have been clsred

for agriculole or were badly effected by the dieback

disease have been replanted with exotic Pines (Pizns

spp.) andTasmanian Bluegums (Ercabptus g lo b ulus).

l:rge, uniform areas ofihe dark geenPine are visually

domin:ant in the Blackwood Valley landscape between

Bridgeown and Nannup, often exhibiting sharp,
geometrical edges, contrasting with the surrounding

landscape.

The Jan?h forest is also highly popular for lourism and

recreational activities, providing many areas for picnics

and barbecues, scenic drives and panorarnic views,

wlth many small towns such as Narmup featuring

galleries which display artworks and fine woodcrafl

Numerous walk tracks thread their way across this

forested landscape, most notably the Bibbulmun Track

The larger rivers provide many leisurely or exciting

ppstimes and host major boating events such as the

Avon Descent and the Blackwood Classic.

Clearing for agricultue in this Sub Type has been

concentrated mosdy on the red alluvial soils of the

valleys and slopes. Grazing of sheep and cattle are

widespread in several areas ofthe Darling Uplands. A

patchwork of greens results from_ irrigated orchards

douing hillsides, notably in tlle vicinities of IIackerB

Gully, Donnybrcok, Balingup and Bridgetown, with

linear grape vines and vegetabie crops such as tlg
potabes and peas near Manjimup where an extensive

bbacco industry .#as once predominant.

The Darling Uplands Sub Ty'pe is rich in several major

mineral resources. Bauxite leases cover large areas to

the east of the Darling Scarp.around Dwellingup and

Jarahdale. Tin and tantalite have been mined in the

low hills around Greenbushes since the tum of the

cenarry, and a major coal mining industry exisls in lhe
valleys of the Collie and Wilga basins. Large quarries

for the extraction ofblue metal occur along thb Darling

Scarp and its vicinity, and lateritic gavei is excavated

from numerous shallow pits scauered over the region.

National Parks within this Sub Tlpe are currendy

concentrated within Ihe northem region. These include

JohnFonestNationalPark,WalyungaandAvon Valley

National Rirks, Serpentine National Pa* and The

Hill's Forest which encompasses several smaller

NationalParks near the Perth MeEopolitan area. Funre

conservadon areas are proposed in several areas over

the Darling Uplands, including National Parks near

Collie and Kirup as well as smaller Conservation Parks

such as the Blackwood Conservation Pa* and Sr

John's Brook Conservation Park near Nannup.

Colie analManjimup are the largqsrpopulation centres

of the Darling Uplands Sub Tlpe ouside the "hills"

suburbs of Perfi. Smaller towns including Chidtow,

Jarahdaie, Dwellingup, Donnybrook, Jarahwood,

Nannup, Greenbushes and Bridgetorvn, occuratregular
intervals along its length, many ofwhich exhibit signs

of the region's timber heritage. Smail timber cotlages

arranged in linear rows along narrow laneways are

typical of these towns, often huddled in the vicinity of

rhe local timber mill. The abandoned rcmnants of

rcwns such as Grimwade ald the railways thar once
linked them are a reminder of how prolific the timber

industrv once was.
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Darling Uplands Sub Type - Aesthetic Character Summary

LAIIDFORM

Line:

Colour;

Texture:

Scale:

bulbous and domed granitic ourcrops; roun&d pea gnvel; escarpments; depressed basins; gullies and
valleys; lmdulating lanq roUing hi[s; de€ply disse.ted terrain; low, tormded hills;

V-shaped dver valleys; U-shaped river valleys: rclling landscape; strong diagonals ftom steep sided valleys;
vei:tical escaqrments; horizontal sandy flas; N-S line of Daling Scarp; 'J' ctrve of south-west of Sub Type;

pale orange lateritic soils; moEled gey granites; red alluvial valley soils.

rough and sandy graaites; rocky outcrops; rubbly pea gnvel; rugged valleys and scarp; sandy flats;

unclutrating aad rolling landforn witl deep valleys generally restricrs views o foreground and midgound.

YEGETATION

owering Eucallps; pockets ofundistufted forest; skeleonised tees; rounded Woody Pears; cathedral-like
toweing Karri; low headu shrubby herbldds; OvalJeaf Hakea; sprawling Fuschia Greville4

dominant vertical'line ftom tree trunks; horizontal forest canqry - upper and lower sloreys; sinuous twining
vifts; uFright Bd*sia blooms; vertical fib,rous Jarrah bark; silhou€tted disease afld fue damaged limbs;
lVavy-leaved Hakea; strappy leaved Pinepple Bush;

grey Jarah and MaIIi trunks; red stained Mari Eunks; mottled ddk Blackbun tnmks; glgssy green

Blackboys with darksnrmps; yellowing Banksi4 bare grey limbs of diseased Jarrah; rich grean cenopy;
c|eamy Wddoo &unks; pale Fullich: olive leaved Banksia; dark greenZamia Palrns; pale greenWoody Pear;
glossy green,leaves; reds, vivid blues, bright yellows of wildllowers; yellow trunked Buttff Gum; white
trunked Paperbrks; pale green lichens; bdght green mosses; pale yellow and gtqf variegarcd Karri trunks;
dark green leave$ snd bright purple flowering Tree Hovea; red Fuschia Greville4 red and green Kangaoo
Paws; yellow Hibbertia; sky blue l,eschenaultia;

spiky Blackboys; rough Marri tsunks; smooth barked Wandoo; soft Sheoa*s; spiky Zamia palrns; sclubby.
Rock Sheoaks; peeling Paperba*s; qusty lichens; smoolh Kard bark; soft leaved shrubs; sefiated Banksia
leaves; fihrous Jarrah barb de€ply serrated Bull Banksia leaves; scratchy spines of kickly Mosesl glossy

leaved vines;

rmclsred tall foress enclose and channel views and visual penetration into foresr is moderate; views are
enclosed W landfoEn in areas of partially or otally cleared vegetation.

Form:

Colour:

Texturei

Scale:

WATERFORM

Form: swampy deplessionq cascading wat€rfalls; springs and headwateG;

Linei wids meandedng rivers; vertical w€rerfalls.
'Colour: 

Earrspq€rrt;blue;muddied.

Texture: boiling smooth; glassy pools;

LAND USE

Form: cavities resulting fiom minhg activities; shape of roofing and building materials;

Line: walk tracks; concave dam walls; parallel rows ofpine planurions; verrical stacks and chirnneys of industial
sites; geornetic fencelines and pastoral land; lhea! and meandedng bitumen roads; linelr, cleared poeer
corridors; linear, geotnetlic pine plantarions; roofing ed b pilding maErials;

Colouri dgk green pine trees; lEge palches of pale orange in gavel pis and rnines; colours of roofirg a'rd
construction material,:

Texture: rcug[ roclcy mine sites and gavel pits; tumbled piles of sawn timber and discarded offcur trinnings irr
plantations and foresr sires; robfing and construction material.
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leaves of Karri Watde (Acacia pentadema)- The tall,

bushyNetic (Bassrc laidlowiaru) ndpalegreenWattie
(Agonis juniperina) are common along watercouses

and in damp depreSsions.

The underslorey beneath the taller, dense shrubs featurg

the rich green and pale pink star flowers of Crowea (C.

angustifolia), the bright pink flowers of the fuzzy

leaved Karri Boronia (B. gracileps), the dark green of

the bright purple flowering Tree Hovea (H. euipti.ca),

the prickly leaved Cffilaena(C. querctfolit), atfithe

soft, fan-shaped leaves of the Waterbushes (Bossiaea

aquifoliutn and B. webbi).

Twining over Lhe dense geen shrubs ofthe understorey

are sinuous creeFrs which add to the tangled gmwth,

splashing brighdy shaded blooms tkough the forestin

spring. Thevividred spots ofthe Coral Vine(Kennedii

coccinea), tlte bright purple tassels of.Sarsaparilla
(Hardenbergia comptoniana), and the bright rvhite

strr-shaped flowen of Clematis (C. pubescens) all

contrast brightly with the cool greens in the

undergrowth.

Scanered amongst the undergowth and softening lhe

damp litter of ba*, leaves and fallen logs, as well as
protected depressions in the ercded granite domes, arc

bright patche,s of mosses, ferns and lichens. The pale

green Bracken Fern (Pteridium esculentum) b very

common thmugh the forest and lining rcadsides, with

the delicate Maidenhair Fem (Adantium aethiopicum)

and Screw Fern (Lindsaea lirecrls) growing in sun

,dappledpatches nearwate.r, andthe SoftNecklaceFem
(Aspleniumflabellifulizm) is common on small niches

in rough granite outcrops.

The low, reedy sedgelands occuring in the broad

shallow valleys are interrupted by low hills of taller

Karri, Jalrrah and Marri. Dark green grassy sprays of

Blackboys (Xanrhorrhoea preissii) are dotted

conspicuously across the low-lying swampy terrain,

with low, shrubby Paperbarks andT eate (M elaleuca

spp.). The dense cover of wispy reeds is dominated by

the Slander Trvine Rvsh (kptocorpw ten4r) with the

Spreading Sword Sedge (Lepidosperma effusa)'

common as well.

The Pemberton Slopes Sub Type is dissected by many

cool, winding dvers which flow beneath the towering
lush foresls in damp, misty valleys. The Donneliy,

Warren,Gardiner,Shannon, Weld,Deep andFrankland

Rivers are the major watercourses here, which vary

frombrcad,shallow swampy drainages !odeep,siuggish

channels with tranquil, mirrored ;rools.

The forests of the Pemberon Slopes are managed by

the State for a variety of uses including limber
production, which is a major acrivity in this Sub Type.

Regrowth Karri forests are a common sight in many

areas as broad patches oftrees which appear uniform in

height and ofen made distinctive by the bright, glossy

growth ofthe new leaves. The'100 YearForest'nedr

the small timber town ofPemberton is a long-standing

example of this, and old, abandoned setdements such

as Donnelly Mll are intrinsic remintlers of the timber
indusEy's leng ly hisrory in this region.

This is a major area for recreation and toudsm :rs many

people are attnct€d here to experience the unique, tall
forests and the rolling green countryside. Popular

activi des incl ude camping, bushwalking, with rhe long

Bibbulrnun Track winding through the area, drives

along forested roads, especially to areas such as the

Valley of the G iants, ctmbing the tall Gloucester Tree.

and visiting maay galloies which display the fine

woodcraft and artefacts for which the area is renown.

The many conservation arcas in this Sub Type also

att:rct many visitors. These include the Beedelup

National Parh the Wanen National Park, the Shannon

National Pa* and Mt Frankland National Park. .

The areas cleared for farming and pasoral land amongst

the forest of the Pemberon Slopes sees a divenity of
practices ranging from fruit and vegetables, wool and

dairy products to marron, trout and deer farming, and

commercial wildfl ower production-

Pemberton is the largest town in the Sub Type, with

Nonhcliffe being theonly other major cenre.
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Pemberton Slopes Sub Type - Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Form: loq,, hoa4 swampy valleys; huge granite donLes; rolling h.ills; deep, steeply sided valleys; €roded land
$nface; gullies;

Line: gendy undularing terain; Beardmore Ridge;

Colour: grey sandy soils; red brcvrr and yellow brown soils; orange laterite;

Texture: sandy soils; loarny soils; p€a gravel lalef,ite; swampy flats; cool gullies; damp deprestions; eroded granite
. domes; rough ganite outcrops; damp; misry valleys;

Scale: rolling, mdulating terrain mcloses views to mid ground; long panoranic views from high points;

VEGETATION

Form:

Linei

Colour:

T€xture:

Scale;

carhedral-like towering Karri trees; broa4 hollow, splayed trutks of Red Tingle; open forest canopy; weePing

Peppemints; d€nse skubs; bushy Netic; tassel flowers of Sarsparilla; star-shaped Clematis flowers; low,

slrubby Paperbarks and Teatree;

rall Krri; vertical KaEi trunks; tatl Jarrah trees; tall Tingle Eees; narrow trwked Yellow Tingle; sinuous

crespe$ twining over undergrowth; reedy sedgelands; wispy rceds;

pale trunked Karrl creany-yellow and grey variegated trunks of Karti; grey Jafah bark; red stained Mari

trunks; dch green forest canopy; pale rlunk of Yellow Tinglq blue-green Karri Hazel; pale green Wattie; rich
green leaves andpale pink flowers ofcroweE brightpink Karri Boronia flowe$; dark green leaves ,nd brighr
purple flowers of Sarsparilla; bdght white Clernatis flowers; vivid red spos of Coral Vine; bright purple of

Tree Hovea flowers; pale green Brackor Fern; dark green Blackboys;

lush fore$s; mosaic of tall Eucalypr species; fibrous barked J4rrah; rough Marri tunks; smooth trunks of
Karri; needle-like leaves of Karri Oak; deeply serated leaves aIId rough bark of Bull Banksia; sofl leaved

shrub6; glossy leaved Karri Watde; fuzzy leaved Karri Boronia; damp litter ofbark,leaves and fallen logs;

delicate Maidenhair Fem and Screw Fern; soft Necklace Fem; grassy sprays of Blackboys;

tall forcsa and dense undergro*dr generally dominare and erclose views; penetlation into forest generally

lestricted to foregrcrud; landform encloses views to mid$ound in cleared areas; longer views across broad,

swanpy flas;

WATERFORM

Forn: 
, 

broad, shallow swampy drainages; deep sluggish charmels; cascading waterfalls;

Line: winding rivers;

Colour: mirroledpools;

Texture: cool riv6s; tranquil, miriored pools;

LAND USE

Form: shape ofroofing and building materials;

Line: walk tracks; geomeEicfencelines andfarrnlandboudaries; tunbledpiles ofsawn timber anddiscardedoffcut

thillnings in forcst sites; geometric line of roofing and building materials;

Colouri green farmland; colours of roofing and construction materiall

Texturei tumbledpiles ofsawn'timber anddiscardedoffcutthirurings in forest sites; texturesofroofing and construction

material:
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t'o decrease !o the north and int€rior of the Chamcter

Type. Average annual rainfall amounts vary from

469mm at Geraldlon and 560mm at Jurien, to 389mm

at Wongan Hills, 623mm at Wandering, 618mm at

Esperance, and 281mm at Sodthem Crcss. The useful

rainfall for the dominant agricultural land use occurs
generally over winter and spring, between May and

Ocober, with occasional summer storms bringing heavy

rain.

The Wheatbelt Plateau has approximately seyen to

eight dry months per year. Temperatures tend to

increase to the north and futher inland in association

with the decreasing rain fal l. Geraldton experiences an

ayerage summer maximum of 31'C and a winter

minimum of 9"C. The same range in Narrogin is from

29'C to 6'C, at Southem Cross from 33'C to 5'C and

atEsperancefrom 25'C to 8'C, andmany areasregularly

feature temDeratures over 30'C.

QerifltonQfains
Lan[scape Cfraracter Sub type

The Geraldtgn Plains is the most northerly Sub T}?e of

the Wheatbelt Plateau Landscape Character Type.

Sandwiched between the Indian Ocean on its westem

border and the Meekathara Plateau Chamcter Type to

the east, it extends souft to tlle Swan Coastal Plain and

DryandraUplands androrth to the Kalbarri Sandplain.

The landscape of tlle Geraldton Plains is made up of

distinct landform elements which are linked by the

dominant agricultural land use and the remnants ofthe

unique sandplain vegetation which are common to the

whole area, blending into the wind pruned coastal

heath which cloaks the dunes on the western frinse of

the region.

The long westem coastline which abuts lhe deep blue

of the Indian Ocean features quiet,gently curved bays

such as Dynamie Bay at Green Head, and long sEetches

of white, shimmering sand interupted occasionally by

rough, grey limestone cliffs and headlands such as the

L an ts c ap e C har art er lfy p es

steep rock face of White Cliffs, north of Horrocks.

This stretch ofcoastline is known as the Batavia Coast.

These treacherous waters harbour hidden groups of

menacing coral re€fs and lowlying limestone islands.

They have been responsible for unexpectedly

intemrpting many ocean journeys, leaving numerous

historic wrecks along the coast today. This includes the

infamous ship the Batavia, which ran aground on the

nolorious Houtrnan Abrolhos group df islands, 80 lan

west ofGeraldton, in 1629. Closer to the coast, rough

limestone reefs commonly interrupt tlle smootl surface

of shallow nearshore waters such as North Bank near

Dongam, and small islands, such as Boullanger Island

at Jurien, are scattered along the length of the coast.

A system of windswept coastal dunes form the western

fringe of this Sub Type, sending long fingers of white

sand and parallel ridges of dunes to encroach the level

to gently undulating plains beyond. In many areas

along the coast, thedunes feature quite prominendy in

the landscape, reaching up o 200m. I-arge dunal

blowouts, such as South Gates to the north of the

Creenough River and other areas of bright, mobile

sand, display their susceptibility to erosion due to the

constant buffeting of this coast by sfong winds.

B ehind the pale, windswept sands of the domed frontal

dunes, a band of rough pitted grey limestone occurs,

seen as misshapen weathered outcrops, oras low, sand

covered linear ridges emerging above t}te gently inclined

terrain. Awesome erosional features which occur as

pafl of this limestone belt are the Pinnacles and

Tombstone Rocks. These uprightand often disfigured

and pock marked grey forms smnd as silent, isolated

pillars in a sea of wind rippled yellow sand, seeming

like eerie remnants of an ancient forest which once

towered over tre dunes. Today the Pinnacles and

Tombstone Rocks are encompassed by Nambung

National Park near Cervantes at the southem resion of

this Sub Type.

Many sunless cavems have also been formed in this

region of limestone, such as. Weelwadgi Cave and

Drovers Cave, channelling underground watercourses.
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undergrowth. The bushy Sandplain Woody Pear

(Xylorulwn angustifolirm) with its large, pendulous,

pear-shaped fruitis scattered over the region, displaytng

large clusters of creamy blooms in summer. Salmon-

White Girm (Ercalp tus lane-pooleil occurs in patches

at Badgingarra, and the pale leaved Tallerack

(E. tetragona), wilh the pale pink and shedding gey

bark of thg Mallalie (E. eudcsmioides), are olher

prominent emergents scattered over the soulhem region

of the Sub Type. Many other Eucalypts are seen

amongst the heath here, blending into the dense thicket

in the form of shrub mallees. This includes the Jarrah

tree (E- ntelginata) which here, at its northem limit,

only reaches a metre in height.

Against a backgound mass of bright yellow provided

by the rlense thickets of Watde, the normal patchwork

of gre€n carpeting heath erupts in a spectacle of colour

ftom the many bushy shrubs, herbs and wildflowers

which bloom in the springtime after lhe rains. The

contrasting shades ofthe sof! velvety grey Smokebush

(Cotrospermum stoechadis) and Plume Smokebush

(C- incumum) are conspicuously scattered over the

heath. Bushy shrubs such as Couch Honeypot

(Dryandra nivea), Shaggy Dryandra (D- speciosa),

and Chenille Honeymyrtlg (Melaleuca huegelil xe

mixed amongst the numerous briltant coloued feather

flowers (Verticordia rp.) which show flashes of wispy

edged blooms of scarlet to bright yellow, including the

vivid orange Morrinn (V- nitens). Otler bright spots

of colour come from the dark orange blooms of

Coppercups (Pilean thus pedunculais), deep blue and

bright rcd Leschenaultias, purple-blue of Summer

Danpiera(D . cainara), as well as the slender, swaying

stems of Kangaroo Paws including the Yellow

(Anigozanthus pulcherrimus), the curious Black

Kangarco Paw (Mac ropidiaf ttli g ino sa),and thepopulzr

red and green Mangles Kangaroo Paw (Anigozanthus

rungksil.

Along the coasdine, the dense, low, heath which cloaks

the bright dunes appears similar to the sandplain

vegefation futher inland, but is formed of a different

$oup of planB and is pruned by the perpetual force of

the prevailing wind. The tenacious low scrubby plants

on the foredirnes which are holding the sand in its place

despite the constant buffeting, include the pale green

wispyBeach Spinifex (S. longrfafim) andHairy Spinifex
(S. lnrsntzs), with Coastal Saltbush (Atr?lexisatidzc)

and low plants of blue-grey Coastal Daisybash (O Ie ar ia

axill ai s) and'f angJrtg Melaleloca (M. c dr diop hy ll a),

underlain by the bright green succulent Angular Pigface

(CorpobrotLs aequilcterus) which creeps over the

dunes.

Behind the exposed frontal dunes is a dense coastal

thicket which grows uller in the more protected dune

depressions. This thicket is dominated by Wat es

including tie Summer-scented WatLle (Acacio

rostellifura), the White-stemmed Wattle (Acacic

xazrlind) and lhe Spoon -leavedwattie(A. spathufolia)

which transform tlre dune thicket imo a golden blanket

in spring. Amongst these dense plants are Coastal

Daisybush, Berry Saltbvsh (R ha go dtu bac c ata),Thick-

leaved Fan Flower (Scaevola crassftlia), Chenille

Honeymyrtle, Coastal HoneymyrtJe (Melaleuca

acerosa) and'[ea-free (M. thyoidq)- Edges of these

taller thickets are often cloaked by a choking tangled

mass of fine, olive coloured stems of the pamsitic

Dodder Lauel (C4ssythd sp.).

Rocky areas ofrough, grey limestone outcrops beyond

the pale dunes are often cloaked by dense remnants of

scrubby heath. The creamy yellow flowsrs of the

Scratchy Parrot B,tsh (Dryandra sessi/is) with are

commonhere, with Summer-scentedWattle,andwispy

bushes of Geraldton 
'Wax (Chatnelaucium uncinatwn)

appear in sandy hoilows amongst the limestone, with

pale pink springtime flowers. A bright featue of the

limestone vegetation, particularly betwe€n Cervanies

. and Dongara, is the vivid scadet bud caps of the

Illyuie (Eucalyptus erythrocorys) which burst into

large, bright yellow blooms in late summer.

Tall, eleganr, white trunked River Gums

(E- cannldulensis) finge water courses and edges of

limestone guUies to the north of the Sub TWe, and

spreading Flooded Gums (E. rudiJ) are more dominant

in these areas io the south. Where the rxater is fresh

along fte rivers the white, peeling trunks ofthe Swamp

Paperbark (Melaleuca raphioplrylla) appear beneath

the taller tre€s, and in more salhe areas, they are
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dried and fresh flowers, most notably Banksias, are

very popular in lhe local markel as well as interstate

and overseas,

Tourism and recreation are widespread in this area due

to the many attractions it offers. Many people are

drawn o this region by the spectacular springtime

displays of wildllowers amidst the healh, and on the

eastem margin of the Sub Type between Mullewa and

Mingenew, enjoying the extensive colourful caryets of

nodding blooms.

The coastline is utilized for several waterEiorts such as

fishing and wind surfing. The numerous historic

wrecks off the coast, such as the 'Xantho', wiecked in

1872. south of Gregory, and the unique co{al reefs

surounding t}te Houtsnan Abrolhos Islancls are very
popular attractions for Scuba diving and snorkelling

enthusiasts.

Nafire consewation in fte form of Nanle Reserves

and National Parks encompasses a signifrcant portion

of this Sub Type, emphasising the uniqueness offered

by many of the areas natural features, such as at the
newly gazotted Mt Losueur National Park. Other

National Parks here include Badgingarra, Alexander

Monison, Talhra, Wa$eroo, Narhbung, and Drovers
. Cave.

Various mining ventures are scattered over this Sub
Type, principally in the eastem half. Lead, copper,

zinc and silvor have been mined for many years in the

northem ponion oftheregion, such as atNofllEmpton,

and heavy mineral santls is extacted nearEneabba. A

large mine at Three Springs produces high quality talc,

and oil and gas fields ocrur at Dongara, Yardarino and

I\{andam. Sanalstone quaries for a popular golden to

warm red building stone occur in the Greenough area,

and bricking clay is extracted near Bootenal.

g

L

.r
E
a

JU



tb

a
T

7
a

,L
7
a,
&
,L

a
H
,44r

'luesqs srruo]:Jelsl( *

.saBueqc

:no1oc :o ,ftrs:a,,rrp
Iemlxel ro IEJnlcnIS ou lo
elII[ qlr^\ ]a^oJ uorlqoSo^
J€lrrurs Jo seoJe e^rsuolxg *

'uuoJprj?[ pelsasslp
.tp:unsrpur 3o sasuedxE *A\O't

'&rsJa^rp aUrT rllr,n
sJrlsualJ?nq3 uorlolx pu?
eurleJoqs ueeso uuoJrun

'saulPlaara

plJE sureells luelllutalur
'spu?Jle/ puosms x

'uoR?'ls8e^

Surpuno.uns ol a.rqeler
uoqcurlsrp ro ssouenbrun
ur 3uc1ce1 lnq uonaa8a,r

ur tuepr^e suat?d
JnoloJ [?uos s pue

JeJnlxel 
lprnlJnlls auos *

lueuturo:d
ro e^qJullsrp,{lleTlsr^

lou oJe qtrq,\\ suuoJpuel
Surpuno::ns ol luarpaS ur
r?lllxrs sllq pepunoJ pus
suPJd Suwlnpun ,{DuaD *

'spu?lpeeq

ro sJJrla's8urddorolno
{col tnoqlr^\

JnoloJ prr? qtpr,r uuoJrun
Jo qrmq Jo sasuPdxg ,FaJVUACOhI

'JeAId

ur.tr4 '3'a se8eurerp :a,ru
Jofsrurllr,, polerJosse

s.{elp^ paprs daols

'1oo4 eun urepuoolq '3'a

seJnlBeJ tal?a lueu€uJed
raqlo puP slood Ie^rU

'uonanir;uoc

ourleroqs pue sJsel
'spuqsr ol onp uollou.r

eurleroqs ueeao pnsnull

'too8?-I

l]nH 3'e sdue^ls pue
s3{el 's'leFr 'serJEntse 

IIv

'eIlIed[I
'3 e .noyoc leuoseas

go s,{eldsrp oueure:q

'edBJSpuPI

u uonrsod Jo uollelosl ol
enp slulod FroJ euroGq

qcrq.r,r ssqlzd uonna3er
ro sqn-rqs'saea a13ur5

'sureltsd nolo:)
pue pmlxel e^qJuBsrp
,{qdsrp qctq,^r',{qts:e,ttp

lueld qSrq Jo seorv

'sunc Ja^rd
q8nouaerg '3'e arnlxal

JO JnOIOt 'UIIOJ Ur FnSnUn
uousloSo^ PeJJe.&p

:o pelreuS'peduqspu1Ll

'set?g qlnos '3'e

se8pe u^\olqpues rolpu€
sadols daats'3uuer1ee,^rr

e^q3eJo ssore ,{sldsrp
qcq^\ seunp tueuu.{*

',tzg etrueufq 3'a
flsyur ro s,{eq 'Surddo:ctno

ISOJ e^qtunslp
,{q pesrseqdure uago

soSpe eurlls€oo Jsln8erl,F

'sprIBIsI soqloJqv u?unnoH
'3'o sJeel pue spuelsl*

.sJlltJ ellq,.{d
'3 e spuulp q pue sJJrlJ*

.,(lln5 ple.{{JotS
'3'o sdolle^ pel€sslp

d13uo4s pue peprs-dae15 *

'lnense.I

t1.r1'3'a s.{u.'ite)Pe:q
d:eqs qlr,l sluaurdrecse

pue sa?uer'sese1,r1*

'xulrreg t1q '3'a

sedols d3o$ q1r,tr sa8pu
ro q1q papunor q8r11*HOIH

htuoJugJvatNOIIVIdOSA.I^tUOd(INV1rrnvoo
CINSSS

aJueraJau Jo orueJJ - uollm!JrssBl3 ,{lrlBno lBnsra
ad,{I qnS sulBld uolplBJaC

D,a4snv LQltau, {o



L an ds c ap e C fi a-ract e r typ es

w

,T

E
E
L
,T

I
L

T
E

u

Geraldton Plains Sub Type - Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Line:

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

limestcne c1iffs and headlands; steep rock facq low-lying cesral dunesi fingers of sandi gandy undolating ptain; blowours;
ddned fr.ntal dbes; misshapen, we{hered liFescne otlcroF; disfigured pinnacles; isolaled pillars; deep gulies; wide,
open aluvial flats; subdued to rolling plains; low hiils; conspicuous backdrot; sreelFsided flar-toFped low ranges; flat-
iopFd hjlls and near circular mesas; incised valeys; abn+t brqkaway scarps;

westem coasdine; gendy cuwed bays; parallel ridges of dunes; band of limestone ridges; venical pimacles and rc,rnbstone
rocks; wind rippled sand; elongatcd ridges; horizcilral, flat-ropped plareau; vertical ctiffs;

white, shimmering saDd; grey limesonq pale sand; yellow sand: mst coloured F3 gravel clay sofu; bdghr.dunes;

sandy beaches; ro|lg1| lirnestone cliffs, headlands and reef$ pilted lirnestone; pock-marked pinnacles; rocky gulties; sandy
plains; cemenrei, compacted pea gnve! rugged topogr:phy;

Plains offer long, open view N-S, often enclosed ro the wes! by the dune Syserns arid ro rhe east by the plateau renrnants;
ftorn plateu edge,lcng wiews to oceln imerrupted by isolared mesas and tow hills.

VEGETATION

eind Eruned coasuf heath scattercd vegetation renmantq low, isolated rees; bushy sedplain shrubs; spray of Blackboys;
lall Zzmia Palms; low woodlands; bushy Grevilleas; sprading lsves; clusrers of flowers; andle-like floweriog spikes;
xolated groves; bushy Jans; dense undergro*d{ pendulous, pear-shaped fruiq prominenr emerg€nrs; shrub malle€s; dense
rbickets, low, sciubtty plants; sprE-ading Flooded Guns: disroned River cums;

vegetatim remlanrs fringing paddocks; geqneuical, linear roadside rcserveq arching canes of Whle Plurne Grcvilleas;
vertical flowerint spikes of Hakeas and Banlsias; slender, swaying slerns ofKangarm Paws; angular Piglacq tall, elegan!
Rjver Gums; River Gum3 b€fl! o\rer paiallel wfth ground:

dark olive hsth; gl6sy green Blackboys; cre-am bloomsi clusters of*hire flowers; grdy barked York Gum; motded crcamy
yellow to grcy trunks of Wandoos; pale-leaved Tallerack; pale pink and she<iling grey bat{ of MaUaLiej lnass of bdght
yellow Wardes; grey Smokelushi scarlet and bright yelow Fatherflowen; vivid orange Morison; dark orange
CopFrcuFi deep blue and bright Ied kschenaulrias; Plrple-blue DmpieR; yellow, black, alld !€d and green Kangaroo
Paws; psle grcen Spinifex; bright Srecn Pieface; golded blanke! of hsth; olive coloured sr6ns of Dodder Laurel; creamy
yellow Parrot Burh flowers; vivid scadet bud caps and brigh! yelow llowers oflllFrrie; while rrunked River cums; \phire

F€efing paierba* llunl(s; viyid tangerine $/A Chisbas trees; pate pink Cet-aldton War blooms;

smoo{h carpet ofhearh; tangl€d tuils ofwhire Plurne Grevillea bloorns; slraggly Grevill@s; needle-like leaves; rough bark
ofYor* Gllln; rorgh Pricklybark velver-l@ved Tallerack; soft Smokebush; v.ispy edged bloorns of Feaderllowen; wispy
Spinifei; hairy Spinife{ succdent Pigfacq tangled mass of Dodder Ilurel slerns: scraLchy Parolbush peeling Paper6a*
rrurks: carpets of nodding blooms;

Remaining sandplain and coastal he3lh vegelatim is generally low enough to rcieal long, op€n, encompassing views only
enclo6ed by lan(Uorn and scaEered pockels of hller w6dland.

Fonn:

Line:

Colour:

Texlure:

WATERFORM

Form: lleachelous walers; shallow lakes and swamps;

Line: channelled underground watercowses; meanderinS rivers: N-S orieDted inundaled dwnldepressions and swamps; sinuous
chain of linked sal lakes:

Colour: deep blue Indian Ocen; pale, glistening dry salt lakes; pink inland sea;

Textur€: sparkling ocean wateff; shimmering lakes;

LAND USE

Fonh: historic shipwrecks; rippling fields of wheaq historic ruins and settlemenrs; urban 3nd agriculniral built forms;

Line angular grid paEems fomed ry roads and farcelnes; geomerric built forms;

Colour: bleacbed told wheaq caryeis of briSht grEen lupins; told ro warm redbuilding stone; roofmg and building materials;

Texture; crumbling ruins; bri&int clay; roofing and building rnaterials;
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of the south-west who were displaced by European
settlemenL

Northam is the largest population centre of the area,
closely followed by Narrogin, ald smaller communities
include York, Kojonup, Toodyay, and Brookton:
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Dryandra Uplands Sub Type - Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Form: granite domes; turnbled piles of boulders: isolated isldtds of brc3kaways;

Li[e; genrle undulatiolrs.

Colour: pale terracotta colouled hills; pale clay.

Texture: lichen encrusted boulders; rccks peppered wift plalts; lateritic gavel.

Scal€! long oped views to midground and often beyon4 interupted by gendy udulating landform.

VEGETATION

Formi

Line3

Colouri

Teilure:

Scale,

clwtered goups of tsees; stsaggly trees; bushy Jans; low woodlands; Dryandra fickes; slim, whippy Eees.

vertical and diagonal line of trunks; remaans in lines rnirrorhg fences; stsong vetticdl line ofWandoo trunks.

grey bark of York Gums; pale silver grey or mottled creamy yellow Wandoos; green grey undergrowth.

rough York Gum bark; soft Shelak; pricHy Dryandra; dusty r.[d€rgrowth,

scattered parches ofurrcleared vegetation occasionally errcloses views but gene.tally lemnants only interrupts

long views which are enclosed by landform.

WATERFORM

Form;

Line:

Colour:

fotoa",

shallow valleys.

U-shaped valleys; meandering ribbors-

transpdent blue; muddie.d.

foaming.

LAND USE

Form:

Llne:

Colour:

Texture:

geomeEic wheat silos and other built forms,

fencelines dominant; veftical post-harvest smbble; angula! wheat silosi parallel cuved, diagonal or straight
haiest panems; geometic lines of roofing and building materials used in local histodc achitectue.

golden carpes of ripened wheat; bleached blonde grass; hright green shoos (winter, spring); grey snrbble of

harvested crop; v/hite or grey wheat silos; rvarm shades of local sone; roofing and buildiug rnatedals.

spilcy stubble; soft shoos of new wheal growrh; roofing and building materials.
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unexpected proportions, standing eut starkly from tle

surounding ropogaphy. Theranges are blanketed by

a dense, richly diverse heath, exhibiting a patchwork of

mued colours and forms, interupted by rugged, rocky

bluffs and crags which arc very occasionally topped

wift a dazzling dusting of snow.

Human senlements witlin this Sub Ty,pe are sparse,

with many small isolated communities scaBered over

long distances. Old buildings of soft red brick with

timber boarding and corugated ton are scaftercd

thoughout lhe lowns and act as a rcminder of tie long

farming history associaled with the area. The long,

white, geometric wheat silos again make their mark on

the landscape, with only the quiet sidings and the long,

parallel railway line for company, are often the only

noticeable fe3tule of the railway sidings. The largest

rural centre here is Meredin and other small

communities include Gnowangerup, Hyden,

Mukinbudin, kke Grace and Kondinin.
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Merredin Plateau Sub Type - Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Form; low caesting hills; pyrarnid forms; isolated granite domes; abrrupt rugged ranges.

Line: horizontal plairg level horizon; dark vertical steaks on Wave Rock.

Colour: pale pink clays; pale apricot to soft yellow sands.

Texture: clay and sandy soils; rough granite outcrops

Scale: gerreralJy open and flat wirh long views ofien r-rninterrupted by landform.

YEGETATION

Form:

Line:

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

flat topped trees; skeletonised tree foms; shldy Inl.nd Wandoo trunks; slender Banlsias; bushy heaths.

linear roadside reserves; linear silhouenes of remnaar vegetationl strong diagonal lines ftom m€llee trunks.

grey green Swamp Oaks; pale nunked Paperbarks; bleached branches; silver greys *ith creams, pinks and
peaches of Salmon Gums; grey green mallees; motded silver and pale o(ange lnland Wandoo tntrks; glossy
copper barked Girnlets; olive B anksia leaves; splashes ofvivid color:rs ftorn wildflowers lmongst ashy gree[
foliage.

soft swamp oaks; peeling Paperbaks; thick blanket of djverse hearh; rough Banksia bark.

rcmna healh vegetation channels but doesn't enclose long views, and visual lEnetration is minimal; taller
remant mallee vegetation encloses and channels views, and depth of view into woodlands is extersive; areas
of patchy and cleded vegetation offer distant views uninternrpted by landforrn.

WATERFORM

Form: sha.llow lakes.

Line: linked chain of saline wedands.

Colour: shi[uneling; milky; blue; dazzling white sllow on the Stirling Ranges.

Textur€: moist salt flats; dusting of snow on the Stirling Ranges.

LAND USE

Form: cornrgated iron; timber boards; georneuic whear silos and other buili forms.

Llne: dgminantfence lines; geometric v/heatsilo!; parallel curve4 diagolal or straight harvest andploughpattems;
rcofing and building materials used in local histodc architectue.

ColouE soft red bdck, white grey wheat silos; local building stone: roofmg and building materials.

Texture: spiky stubble; roofing and building materials; soft shoots of new wheat growth.
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features areas ol rapped satme lakesand swamps, such

as Pink Lake, which no longerhave a connection with

fte sea. The salt flats oflhese shallow water bodies are

fringed by the red shades of the low succulent Samphires
(Halosarcia spp.) arrd, are generally surrounded by

dense stands of lhe scrubby pale Salt Water Paperbark
(M e I ale u c a c uti cul ar i s).

Coastal vegetation has stabilized the fragile shifting

ftontal dunes, but is inundaed in many areas by the

stark frngers of dunal blowouts of varying sizes,

appearing as slashes of glimmering white against the

carpet ofgrey geen heath vegetation. Forming the low

dense scrubby heath along fJle coast are a diverse

combination including bushy WatLles (Acacia spp.),

Tea Tree thickes (I eptospermwn spinescens), Broom

Honeymlrtle (M elaleuca uncinata), bushy Banksia

and in more protected areas, dense, low Peppermint
(Agonis flexuosa) woodlands with some taller trees

including Redhean Mallee (Eucalyprus decipiens),

Redwood (E. rrczsco ntinentslis) a dFlat-topped Yate
(E. occidentalis).

Enclosing tlle sweeping ocean views of the bay at

Esperance are a series of low stark granite islands

which form partofthe Recherche Archipelago, e3ming

the area the whimsical tide of the 'Bay of Isles'. These

islands, as well as others scattered along the coastline,

such as Bald Island and the Doubtful Island Peninsula,

combined with the foaming and crashing of the

neanhore limestone reefs and platforms, add an exciting

offshore aspect to lhe coastal views.

Extensive areas cloaked by a velvety cover of diverse

heaths and malle€s, undi sturbed panoramic v islas across

a rugged coastal range, deeply dissected V-shaped
valleys, stark spongilite cliffs, and smooth, gentle

waters of rivers and inlets bespeak of the Fitzgerald

River National Park, one of the highlights of tiis Sub

Type. This is the largest area of uncleared land in the

Esperance Plains Sub Type and is an expansive

representation of the natural landscape which existed

before large areas were cleared for agiculture. The

steep, ragged Barren Range captures the focal point of

many views over the park, starkly contrasting with the

L an [s c ap e C fiar ar.t er tgp es

lowlying heath covered sand plains and shimmering

blue of the Southem Ocezu and Inlets.

Scatlered along the length of ftis S ub Type are isolated

towns which reflect the region's agdculturai heritage

with'Esperance as the largest population centre- It

expanded historically due to its proximity to the
goldfields, and more recently by the Fowth of
agriculture and its attraction as a toudst destination.

Featuring as an altemative energy source on tlrc coastiine
a[ Twilight. Beach near Esperance, are fte upright
windmills, large venical struchrres with slowly rotating

twin blades which form part ofthe recently established
wind farm.

Ravensthorpe and Jerramungup are two smaller
communities situated inland to the west amongst flelds

ofpastoral land and crops. Coastal ownships such as

Bremer Bay and Hopetoun reflect the fishing industry

which has been in place here for several decades and is
gvidenced by small colourful hshing boats, often seen

bobbing at anchor in the sheltered bays along the

coastline.
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Esperance Plains Sub Type - Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Form: tall, romded windswept dunes; rormded headiaads; rugged pltarnid ranges; gently inclined sandplain;
rounded islands; steep ranges.

Line: verrical cliffs with hodzontal b€dding; coastline; sweeping bays; na.fiow sandbars; hodzonla.I plain;
horizontal reefs.

Colour: caramel coloured slopes and cLiffs; white sands; peach colou.red sandy soils; molded a.1d srriated pinks and
greys of granite.

Texture: sandy soils; soft clays; roc|1 headlands; stippled granite; studded outc(ops; ragged ranges.

Scale: extersive open views with big skies over the plain; coastal dunes consticts long views to midgurnd.

VEGETATION

Form: huddled clumps ofrermant vegetation; bushy mallees; dense heath-

Line: silhouered horizontal lines oftrees along fences; long linear roadside reserves; diagonal line oftnanches and
bushes; meandering lines of vegetation following watercouses.

Colour: green gold and russet of new leaves; olive greeis, greys and browns of maturc vegeEtion; soft pinks, cerise,
vibrart reds, purples and orarlges of wildflowcrs; pale green Tallerack leaves; grey green coastal headl; red
Samphires; pale Paperbarks.

Terlure: sofl leaves of Ta]lerack; peelinS Paperbarks; bushy heath;

Scale: in areas where sand heath vegelation is dominant along roadside reserves, views are charmelled but not
enclosed and visual penetration into heath is minimal; where vegetation remains in scatlercd patches, long
unintcrrupted views open ro horizon with big skies.

WATERFORM

Form: shallow floodwashes; deeply incised vall-eys; bulbous inleB and estuades; rolling waves-

Line: U-shaped valleys; meardering ibbons; parallel wave crests.

Colour: phk lakes; turquoise; biue; mili(f saline lakes; transparent.

T€rture: foaming;smooth.

LAND USE

Form:

Line:

Colour:

Terture:

angular wooden jetties; geometric built lorrns.

long, straight lines of fences; parailel curved or sttalght har:vest patte.ns; long geometdc jetties; venical,
rotating windmills at coastal whdfarm; geometric lines of roolurg and building materials.

grey and white woodenjenies; bleached blonde wheat and grasses doninant; tright green yormg ctops; white
windmiils; various shades oiroofing and building marerials.

rough woodenjenies; spilT wheat sobble; sofi shoots ofnew wheat growth; roolmg and building marerials.
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forms appear as dominant focal points in the almost

level panorama, and when viewed at close proximity,

theycommand the landscapc. The ruggcd peaks include

the rust and blue-gey sheaked granite of Pcak Charlcs

and Peak Eleanora (at Peak Charles National Park),

Kangaroo Hills, Toonarrie Rock, Victoria Rock near

Coolgardie, Mt Hunt near Kalgoorlie, Jimberlana Hill

near Norseman, and the extcnsive Fraser Ralge on lhe

eastem perimeter of the Character Type.

Dissecting this suMued terrain are a series of shallow

to almost impcrceptible depressions which act as

floodways, linking the extcnsive scat[crcd chains of

salt lakes after heavy rains. These shallow lakcs are

found in broad, indistinct valleys with the easiem and

sou[rem peripheral margins occasionally fringcd by

low-lying dunes.

The colours of the soft sandy soils of the Kalgoorlie

Plain are a characteristic feature amongst tho sparse,

scrubby woodland undergrowth. The variable shades

appear from hues of soft peach !o warm, rosy pink-

reds, to vivid, rich copper, colous which are matched

by the smooth, glossy trunks of the woodland Eces.

A layer of pale, stony rubble is often seen scattercd

over tlle surfacc of hese shaded soils, and appearing

occasionally arc small rocky piles and rough mullock

heaps. Theseremain today asphysical reminders ofthc

extcnt to which gold mining has impacted upon l-tlis

Landscape Character Type.

'/egetation

The vegetation of the Kalgoorlie Plain is one of the

intrinsic visual ingredients of tiis landscape, oltcn

enclosing and channelling long views, or opening upto

reveal sweeping views of wide azure skies ovcr the

gently inclined landscape.

Tatl woodland Eucalypts are the predominant vegelatior

type in thisregion, most notably the slcnder, flat toppcd

Salmon Gum (Ezcalyp tus salmonophloia) Supporting

shimmering, glossy leaves, the sleek,lusfous tlunk of

this tree displays variegated shades from silvor grcy

and crcam to palo salmon pink and warm peach.

Lan[s cap e Cfuracter typ es

Intcrspersed with Salmon gums are other tall, slender

mallees. These include the fluid line ofthe bumished

olive bronze to copper trunks of Gimlet (E. salubris)

decorated by glistcning leaves, the rough, dark stumped

Cleland's Blackbutt (E. clelandii), Goldfield's

Blackbutt (E. lesouefl with flaking bark revealing a

smooth, light silvery brown trunk, rough barked Dundas

Blackbutt (E. dundasii), Woodline Malloe (t.

cylindrocarpa), the Red Morrel (8. longicornis) and

the Redwood (E. transcontinentalis).

Views which penetrate deeply into the scattered

woodland are obstructed only by a predominance of

slender, whippy trunks. Two defirite layers are oftcn

conspicuous in the understorey bencath the tall

woodland lrees. The upper layer consists of small,

slcnder, darkleaved mallces mirgled with rough

looking roundcd broombush Boree (MelaLeuca

sheathiana and M. pauperiflora).

The lowerlayerappears as apalchwork ofcolours from

the rich copper to pale peach shades of soils in open

clearings occurring bctween the dull, dusty greens and

furry greys of the shrubby vegetation including Grcy

Bush (Crctystylis conocephaLa) and Pearl Bluebush

(Maireana sedifolia). Sheaths of tattered pale grcy

bark with twigs and discardcd limbs are littcrcd across

the whole area.

Attcr heavy falls of rain. soft grasscs appear. covcring

the bare earth betwcen the low shrubby plants, offering

contrasting shadcs of soft silvcr and pale gold, with

flashes ofdull red. Ncw growth on trees and bushes is

distinct from thc dark olivc of mature growtl, with

dusted fringes showing frcsh yellow and golden greens.

Toward t}te westcm perimeter of the Kalgoorlic Plain,

thc Salmon Gum woodlandsbccome intersPrsed with

broad patches ofa low bushy heath. This hcath, which

is extensive in areas ovcr sandy plains allows broader

vicws over this gently undulating landscape. It is

rcnown for its rich and colourful diversity and consists

of low mallcc-form Eucalypts with many shrubby

Acacias, Grevilleas and Sheoaks.

In the springtimc, a profusion of vividly coloured
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mineral whichisbeing minedin this region atKambalda,

where the nickel smelter disptays a tall slender funnel

sretching above fte woodland rees.

A cultural legacy remains fiom the boom dmes of the

Goldfields in its grand buildings and architecture,

protected &om decay by the harsh and drying climate'

The Kalgoorlie Mint, Boulder Town Hall, and the

CoolgardieWarden's Court are eYidence of the mineral

richness of fte area and the accumulat€d wealth of the

lucky few. A testimony and epiraph for those not so

fornrnate r ds in the names of Broad Arrow, Ora

Banda, Kookynie and Kanowna, just a few of the

bustling communities that serviced the 'diggings' to be

silerced with the last sighs of gold fever.

The ingenuity of the engineer, C. Y. O'Connor, solved

t}le major waer problems experienced in the Goldfi elds

by piping water all tne way fiom Mundaring Weir, on

rhe outskirs of Pertlt, to Mt Charlotte Reservoir in

Kalgoorlie in 1904. Today, the water pipe is seen as a

continual cylinder of silver grey, paralleling the Great

Eastem Highway to Perth.

The woodlands surounding Kalgoorlie today generally

consist of regrowf}I trees. During the inirial fever of

goldrush, mosl serviceable timber wit]rin an exEnsive

radius of lhe tliggings was clearfelled for use in the

mines as pitFops, for construciion and railway lines.

Any other timber was used for fuelling st€am trains as

well as tlrc immense water condensers, and vast amounts

werc supplied ro gain income by those not so lucky on

thc fields to fuel domesdc and commercial ftres. This

once avid desire for the timber resource has b€en

reduced greatly ahd today, the main dependency on

wood is for domestic heating and rhe few licenced

cutters generally need to travel considerable distances

to attain their product.

Sanclalwood trees (S antalum spicatum) have also been

a desirable resource from this area for many years as an

export product. Among tle early pioneers were

Sandalwood cutters who forged their way through tltis

inhospiable landscape, forming many of the early

travel routes. Today, the tree is becoming increasingly

L an ds c ap e C 4ararte r Tgp es

scarce and trial plantation plots are now being

esgblished in reserves to ensure the industry's futue.

Sandalwood and other local trees such as the da*,

lustrous Myall (Aca cia papyro csrpa), the pale gold of

dre Native Pine (Callitris columellaris) and the pale

Weeping Pittosporum (Pittosporum phylliraeoides)

arc also appealing and ataacdve timbers for the local

fine wood and craft industries.

Ext€nsive pastoral leases are situated on lands generally

to the north and east of Norseman and Kalgoorlie.

They mainly feature herds of sheep, with an increasing

number of cattle.

The largest population centre of the area is the City of

.Kalgoorlie-Boulder, with nearby Coolgardie, once

containing a large population of more than 16 000

people is almost regarded as a ghost town today. The

otler major lowns of the Character Tlpe are Kambalda

and Norseman.

The original inhabibnts of this land are a facet of the

character of t}le Kalgoorlie Plain. Since mining activities

commenced in 1893 in Kalgoorlie the Aboriginies

have suffered social and territorial disruption and

fragmentation associaFd with their relocador onto

missions such as Cundelee, fringe setdements and

reserves. Today, making up 77o of the population of

Kalgoorlie, the Aboriginal people srill retain strong

emotional and spiritual ties with the area, even if they

live geal dislinces trom thcir home'country'.
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Aesthetic Character SummarY

LANDFORM

Form: Ievel to gently inclined landform; corspicuow low hills andralges; low windformed dunes; block and conical

mullock hills.

Line: level horizon.

Colour: blue grey horizon; rust and blue grey streaked granite; soils ftom sof! peach to warm rosy pink reds to vivid

coppers; bumt red ironstone.

Terture: craggy summits; stony hills with rock peppered surfaces; tuSged Peaks; rocky edges'

Scale: long, mostly uninterupted views rmder big skies over the almost level tcrrain'

VEGETATION

slender, whippy aunks; flat toljped Eees; rounded brcombushes; sheatls of discarded bark; low bushy heath'

snong diagonal linr of mallees and salrnon gum mmks aad tnanches; strong horizontal laycr from three

delurire vegetation layers; fluid lines of trunks.

shirnrnedng, glossy leaves; silver gley, cream !o pale salrnol pink and warn peach of salmon gum trunks;

olive bronze to copper mrnks; d2rk sturnps; liSht silvery bropn; dark leaved mallees; dull greers; grey

discarded rwiSs ard branches; soft silver and gold grasse,s; dull red; profusion ofv ividly coloured wildflowers;

bright yellow wattle blossoms; pale grey Smokebush; bright tangerine Grevilleas'

scrubby undergrowth; smooth glossy mmk; flaking bark; dusty and furry leaves; soft grasses and Smokebush;

spiky Honeymyrtle.

mallee and salmon gum woodland cncloses and charmels long views, and d?th of view hto woodlald

extensive; heath vegetadon chamek views and visual penefation into heath is minimal'

Form:

Line:

Colouri

Texture:

Scale:

WATERFORM

Form:

Linel

Colour:

Texture:

shallow depressions and floodways; rock pools; salt flats.

tofiuous linear chains oi sah lakes.

silver; blue; milky; trarsparent.

smooth mirrored sudace.

LAND USE

Form: pyramid mullock heaps; corruSated ion; form of historical buildings'

Lin€: hoizontal flar-ropped man-made hills; arg1rlar poppefleads and headfraines; tall slender fumels of nickel

smelter; waterpipe; geometric line ofroofinS and building materials-

colour: red dust; silver grey waterpipe; n-rsring metal; shades of toofing and building materials; gleyinS fence posts;

iron railings.

Texture: roug[ scaly, rusting meral; mullock heaps and rubble strewn glound; Ioofin8 and bui]ding marerials; flaking
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The precipitation overall can generally be characterised

as both variable and unreliable. Along the coast, the

seasonal rainfall occus,generally in winter as sporadic

showers and the average annual levels include 257 mm

at Eucla, 300 mm at Eyre and 400 mm at Pt Malcolm.

The rainfall levels decline fuflher northwards and falls

arc evenly distributed throughout the year. Forrest

receives 187 mmi Rawlinna 188 mm and Jubilee is

recorded as low at 150 mm annually, Summerrainfall

and occasional thunderstorms which create booming

echoes across the subdued terrain sometimes bring

heavy but uffeliable showers in localised areas. .

Aftt[far1orlPfain
Lands cape Cfraracter Su6'Typ e

The Nullarbor Plain l:ndscape Character Sub Type is

an extensive area of land occurring to the immediate

north of the sweeping blue embayment of lie Great

AusEalian Bight, to the south of the invading wind-

formeddunes of the GrcatViitoriaDesert, and continues

eastward beyond the State border. It is stamped as a

unique landscape with the pale floury soil.and thin

veneer of clay disguising one of the largest limestone

areas in the wo d. This wide, open landscape is a near

horizo4tal plain, tilling impercepdbly torvard the sea.

The exEnsive treeleaa r"gion at its h"rn is responsible

for most of the qharacteristic images formed, with

gentle undulations barely texurring its surface under a

limidess skl with astonishing, virtually uninterrupted

views over the \/ast ternin. Derived from the immense

area of subterranean limeslone, subdued landforms

inlerrupt. the open panorama at distanl. iniervals. Over

much of the plain and extensiv€ly in the southem

region, round, shallow, clay-filled indentations, more

commonly kriown as dongas, pockmark the suiface. In

some areas, these indenlations merge to form linear;

loamy clay filled corridor flats. These Shallow

depressions are separated by low, elongated, rubbly

limestone strewn crests which occasionally run in a

parallel pattem.

L an[s cap e Cfia.roct er Tgp *

Much of the rough limestone beneath the level surface

of the plain has been dissolved away leaving hollow

cavemous formations such as Roaches Rest cave and

the extensive Cocklebiddy Cave. These subFran€an

fean[es occasionally interrupl fte level surface of the
' plain to reveal themselves in the form of roughly

circular holes in the ground which ars generally litt€red

with stony,'flat limestone rubble, o.ften with sheer

vertical or overhangini edges protecting the entrance
. to a sunless cavem beneath. Toward the northein

perimeter of the plain, extensive, deep, enclosed

depressions are scattered over the limestone surface.

These flat floored cavities often exhibit rough; rocky

walls'and edges with shary, abrupt rims following the

circumference with pale, broken limestone protniding

tluough the surface.

Emphasising the level topography of the Nulla1 bor

Plain isa low carpet ofBluebush (Maire ana sedifolia),

the dominant vegetation: Rarely growing taller than -

waist height, this twiggy grey blue shrub appears in dle

foreground as a scattered cover with many barc peach

coloured clay patches behveen, and in the distance,

forms a dense, tufted blanket continuing on into the far;

level horizon. Often appearing unrelieved by another

species of plants, Bluebush persists over the whole

area, whether in the presence or absence of treas.

Saltbush, including Bladder Saltbush (Atiplex

vesicaria), and tuftod Bunch Grasses (Strpa sp.) are

inrerspersed witlr Bluebush,andin some areas become

more predominant, seen-as a soft silver gley carpet.

The posidon of dongas over the plain is made

conspicuous by providing the only areas where hller

shrubs will grow on the plain. These shallow

depressions pool rainwater and haye slighdy deeper

clay soils than other areas, providing a more hospitable

environment for plants such as Myalls (Acacia

papyr ocar pa), bushy Miljee (Acacia o swaldii),

graceful, Weeping Pittosporum (Pittosporum

phylliraeoides), and stiff; spiky Kurara (Acacia

tetagonophylla).

' 
Appearing at the periphery of the Bluebush plain are

lonely, 'isolated specimens of $e taller vegetation

which is more Dredominant to the north and the westof

3r.-
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the Sca4r, enclose the Saltbush dominated heart. The

Saltbush is still present beneatl the mller whippy

mallees with wavy branches decorated by a flat, lacy

canopy, as weu as Greybush and the spiky Spear Grass

(Stipa lemipogon)- The scattered dense thickets of

mallees include Giant Mallee, Narow Leaved Red

Mallee, with Frog Hakea (H. niddd), Cue York Gum

(Elcalyptus stritticalyx), ,and dark, bushy Narive

Cypress (C allitris pr eissifl.

The undulating dunes are covered by a low bushy

growth which provides a dense patchwork of tufted

colours featuring various shades of greens and greys

over bare patches of bright, bleached blonde sand-

Rounded darker gre€n Broombush (Melakuca sp.),

witlr blue-greyCoasalDaisyBushes (Olearia ari\aris)

and the sharp, spiky leaves softened by the feathery, .

wheat-like flowers o f Spir;tex (Tiodin scaiosa) ue

common, with other wind pruned heaths.

The response of the vegetalion to good mins, and the

change it makes !o the appearance of the landscape is

astounding. The scattered openings of bare ground

beneath the trees and amongst the alrnost boundless

Bluebush plains are overwhelmed by a dense carPet of

pale green and soft golden grasses, with sprinkled dots

of bright colour from ephemeral plants such as the

flame-like glossy red and black Stut Pea (Clianthus

formosus), stark white spots of White Everlastings

(Helipterum floribundum), bright pink Sticky

Everlastings (He#c hrysum dovenponifi, the soft pink

pomrpom blooms of Hairy Mulla-Mulla (Ptilotrs

helipteroides ) mdthe large, creamy yellow Splendid

Everlastings (flelrp terum splendidum).

Warerbodies play a very subtle role in the landscape of

the Nullarbor. Other than the wide blue expanse oftre

Great Australian Bight, very few souces ofpermanent

water are available- To the nonhem region ofthe plain,

the extensive enclosed rccky depressions generally

feanue a centralised claypan where rain waters pond

after gushing down gullies formed in the steep v/alls.

The exlgnsive, shallow salt lakes ar the nonhem and

wes&m margins are only filled after rains with a few

inches of saline water. Rare, ancient drainage lines arc

L an ds c ap e C fiaract er'Typ es

also apparent at the nordprn perimeter of this Sub

Tlpe, but today they show no obvious rclation to

rivercourses at all.

Furfler south on the extensive, open plain, the dongas

colled water after rains, as well as the numerous. rock

holes scattered over the surface of the plain, providing

unexpected souces of fresh water.

On the coasul plain below rhe Hampl.on Scarp,

elongated inter-dunal lates and claypans have
developed, providing a vital source of ftesh water to

many early exploren and setders before the numerous

wells and bores were sunk to sustain the activities

which take place on the Nullarbor Plain today.

The dominant. activity over the lorper half of this Sub

Type is pastoral gmzing, dominated by sheep which

benefit from the Bluebush, Saltbush and ephemeral

grasses as fodder, and are more tolerant to the levels of

salinity in the Nullarbor Plain water. The imporunce

of the bores and wells to tre sustenance of this activity

can be surmised by the numerous tracks and the area of

dusty bare ground surrounding each precious water

source.

Rabbit shooten pafol areas on both sides of tlle border

attempting to confol the alarming populations which

this pest has reached. The effect which rabbits have

had on the Nullarbor Plain landscape js ma*ed,

stripping many areas of vegehtion completely and

leaving a devastated encompassing view of scattered,

small black twigs over pale rubble which were once

pan of the Bluebush plain.

Nao[e rcserves encompass extensive areas of tltis Sub

T),pe. Most norably, the Great Yicforia Desert Natue

Reserve is almost totally enclosed in this region, at [he
norti-eastem corner. The Nuytsland Naurre Reserve

incorporates the Baxter Cliffs and part of the coastal

plain, and a portion of the Plurnridge Lakes Nature

Reserve is situated on the nofih west perimeter. Al the

south-eastem comer of tlis area is the Eucla National

Pa*, protecdng the extensive area of the undulating

Delisser Sandhills.
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Nullarbor Plain Sub Type
Visual Quality Classification - Frame of Reference

SCENIC
QUALITY

LANDFORM VECETATION WATERFORM

HIGH *Rounded clay filled
de,pressions or dongas.

* Distincdve low elongated
parallel cres$ and corridor
depressions.

* Irregular cirve entrances
and enclosed depre-ssions
e.g. Cocklebiddy Cave.

* Irregular coastline_edges
and steep vertical cliffs e.g.
Baxter Cliffs,

*Steeply sloping tenain of
distinctive shape and
abrupt appearance e.g.
Ilampon Scarp.

*Windformed dunes of
distinctive form which
become focal points e.g.
Eucla National Park-

*Coastal dunes which
display arcas of acdve
weathering and abrupt
edge transition to adjacent
lowJying areas e.g.
Twilight Bay.

Windshaped, gnarled or .
dwarfed vegeation which
create unique forms,
colous or textues e.g.
Banksia epica-

Sunds of vegetation
which display unusual
form, colou or texnrre in
comparison to
surroundin g vegetation
and conEdsting with the
adjacent landscape e.g.
taller vegetation in
dongas.

x Ephemerals showing
striking displays of
colours,,shapes and
textues e.g. sturt Desert
Peas.

Any.evidence of lakes,
cla)?ans or pooled waler,
filled or dry e.g. Fonest
I"akes.

MODERATE

The extensive
Landscape Ch

* Dunal formation of
uniform height and shape.

* Features which are not
visually dominant dnd are
surrounded by similar
landforms.

* Regular coasdine edges
witi little contrast in
form. texture and colour.

, expansive and monotonous top
aracter Sub T)?e is of special s(

I

* 'Vegetation which displays
the sizo, form, colour,
texture and spacing found

' 
commonly in the
surroundin g landscape.

ographic and vegetative visial
:enic interest and raie no lower

* Waterforms where present,
' rate no lower than high in

this LCT.

rttributes of this Visual
han Moderate Scenic Quaiity

' a(,
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Mar[abiIfaefain
Lanfscnpe Cfrnracter Sub type

The Mardabilla Plain is the most southerly kndscape

Character 
'Sub TWe of the Nullarbor. Il is a flat

landscape like many other pars of this l-andscape

Character T1,pe but its individuality stems ftom the

occlllrcnce of rough glanite outcrops which stud its

subdued surface. These outcrops present an imposing

landform contrasting abrupdy with the surrounding

landscape and dominating the long views to the distant

horizon. Mt Ragged (592rn), occurs as part of the

Russell Range, with other disceming peaks including

Diamonds Hill and Mt Buraminya. Many smaller

rough, rocky domes and rcunded boulders protrude

above the surface and include Mardabilla Rock, the

Pups and Rays Rock-

The shaded pale peach clays cover t}te surface of the

Mardabilla Plain disguising tle characreristic limestone'

of the Nullarbor which is never far below tie surface.

This feature is more apparent towards ihe eastem

border of this sub type where parts of the underlying

rock have collapsed into craters and shallow caves

such as Gecko Cave, breking the smooth clay veneer

of the plain and exposing rough, pale grey limestone

rubble amongst the depressions.

Cr%ting an abrupt edge on the eastern margin of the

MardabitlaPlain is theWylie Scarp. This steep landform

once aplrared as a condnualion of the precipitous sea

cliffs featuring along parts of the Nullarbor coastline,

but it is seen today as a weathered backdrop to tie

narrow Israelite Plain Sub T1pe, and stretches from

Point Malcolrn to Point Culver.

Enclosing the long views over the level terrain,

widespread clumps of thedistinctwhite-stemmed Many

Flowered Mzllee (Eucalyptus cooperiana) arc an

attractiveand striking feanle ofthisplain. The smooth

white bark of this low multi-stemmed tree contasts

brighdy against the deep green lustrous leaves, with

gtimpse of purple on new branches. Interspersed wirh

these conspicuous trees are isolaied Salmon Gum (8.

s a I no no p hbia) w ithglossy variegated trunks of peach

L an ds c ap e C fia-rart er'Typ es

and silver, Alexander River Mallee (E. micranthera) ,
Hook-l-eaf Mallee (E. uncinata),andGiant Malee (E.

o/easa) which become more dominant. to the north of

Mt Ragged over a patchy Bluebush and Saltbush

understorey.

The low shrubs forming the understorey beneath these

hees often don't appear taller than knee height. Many

of the stunted bushes leave gaps between the huddling

clumps, revealing the smoothpeach coloued clay soils

wit}t some scattered pale limestone rubble strewn over

the subdued surface. Understorey plals include

Cockies Tongue (fenpktonia letusa) with bright red

and pink flowers, Pink Bottlebrush (Beaufortia

schauerfi; splashes of red amongst the rich green

fotage ofthe Few-flowered Grevillea (G . pauciflora),

scratchy olive green Dryandra (D . longifulla) and low

shrubs with silvery, scaly leaves and creamy flowers

(Microcybe sp.).

The steep slopes and gravel srewn bases surrounding

re abrupt peaj<s of the Russell Range featue vegehtion

slighdy distinct from that of the surrounding plain.

They are dominated by a diverse, thick sand heath

scrub which features low mallees, the dark olive serrated

leaves of the Showy Banlsia (4. speciosa) emerging

above the heath, tlre tall, robust Soutlprn Plains Banksia

(8. media), and the prickly foliage of the Oakleaved

Dryandr^(D. quercifolia). On the lower slopes of the

range, the mallees and Banksia disappear, and in fteir
place the vegetation includes the soft grey gre€n Scrub

Sheoak (Allocasuarina humilis), interspersed with

plans such as the One-SidedBotdebrush (C ald t harnnus

quadrifidus) and Needle Leaved Broombush
(M elaleuca pentagon a). Moviog toward the summit of

the abrupt range, low, pale green Peppermint (Agonis

linearifolia),btshy Baxter's Kunzea with soft, glossy

red botdebrush blooms (Kunzea baxteri), urd lovt,

bushy Clpress (Callitris preissfl are predominant,

especially close to the exposed ridges-

There areno permanent waterbodies existing drcughout

this Sub Type- The only drainagelines presentare very

ancient remnants which have no directional flow. To

the westand norti we$of theRussell Range, numerous

small salt lakes occur in concentrated clusters, and are
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Mardabilla Plain Sub Type
Visual Quality Classification - Frame of Reference

SCENIC
QUALITY

LANDFORM YEGETATION WATERFORM

HIGH * Isolated peaks or ranges
with distinctive form
contrasting with the
surrounding landscape (e.9.
Mt Ragged).

* Rock outcrops or jumbles
of large boulders e.g. The
Pups.

* kregular limestone cave
entr. ances and. enclosed
depressions e.g. Gecko
Cave.

*Steeply sloping terrain of
distinctive shape and
abrupt appearance e.g.
Wylie Searp.

* Lunettes of distinctive
height or shape which
contrasts with the adjacent
landform pattems.

Strongly defi ned patterns
of vegetation resulting
from a combination of
mallee woodlands, heaths,
barren rock or outcrops,
and naturally appeadng
openings e.g. vegetation
surounding Russell
Range.

Distinctive stands of
vegetation which cr€te
unusual forms, colours or
textures in comparison to
the surrounding veEetrtion
e.g. white stemmed many
flowered mallee.

Striking displays of
seasonal colour e.g.
ephemeral wildflowers.

Any evidence of salt lakes,
rock holes and pools,
fined or dry e.g. salt lakes
oq wesErx margin.

MODERATE * Landform features which
are not visually dominant
and are surrounded by
simila.r landforms.

* Vegetation which displays
the range of size, form,
colour, texture commonly
found in the surrounding
landscape.

Waterforms where present,
rate no lower than high in
this LCT.

LOW I-arge expanses of
indistincdy dissected
landform that provide few
landmark widr which o
onenL

* Extensive areas of similar
vegetation witll little
confast in colour, texture
and spacing.

* Waterforms where present,
rate no lower than high in
this LCT.
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Israe[ite lPfain
Lanfs cape C fiaracter Su6'Tgp e

The Israelite Plain Landscape Character Sub Tlpe is a

low-lying coastal plain sandwichedbetween blue waters

at the westem edge of the Gre3t Australian Bighr and

the abrupt Wylie Scarp.

Windswept coastal dunes dominate this narow plain.

Bleached blonde mobile dunes line the coast and Ieach

into the sea, while furthet.inland, extensive rounded

dunal hills, such as the.Bilbunya Dunes, are a highlight

at the northern region. The shapes and patlems of the

dunes forming here are slighdy distinci from those in

olher regions of the Nulla$or Character Type. This is

due to the north-east trend of the plain b.elow the scarp,

which protects it from prevailing winds, resuldng in

more rounded rather than elongated dunal shapes.

hojecting through the pale dunes at scattered intewals

in the southem region of the plain are low, rocky
granite hills. Theserough, solidformscont?stdistincdy
with the sirrounding fluid lines of the wind-formed

sand-

The Wylie Scarp, which appears as a backdrop to ihe
plain, ernergas in the ar€ adjacent to Point Malcolm.

Rising from sealevel, thisrocky, weathered escarpment

reaches a height of l00m ar its northernmost location

atPoint Culver. Here the Israelite Plain peters out and

the scary becomespart ofthe sheer Baxter Cliffs which

condnue eastward around the Bighl

At the base of the scarp, along its length and rising a

small distance up the face, a scree of loose rubble has

formed- Pieces ofpale red clay and fragments ofrough,
gley limestone arc sqattered amongst the sand, pebbles

and small boulders which have fallen away from the

escarpmenttorestatits foundations. Thisaccumulation

ofrubble inclines gendy down to the plain to me€t the

softer lines of the encroaching pale sandy dunes.

Rugged granie headlands including Gegelup Point,

Cape Pasley and Point Dempsrcr, occur at fte southern

coasta.l marg in of th is S ub TWe, resisting the tumbling

surf and strong persistent tides, protecting the narrow

L an [s c ap e C fraract er'Tgp es

elongated plain beyond.

Adding contrast to the long views over the blue waters

of the Great Australian Bight arc nearshore limestone

reefs evidenced by gurgling and foaming y/aters, and

rocky granite islands such as Daw Island, Pasley Island,

Bellinger Island, and theEastem Group ofthe Recherche

Archipelago.

The dorned dunes forming along the coasdtne of the
plain are partially blanketed by a low, dense scrubby

heath, contrasting with the bright areas of bleached
mobile sand occurring at intervening patches. Some of

the bushy shrubs occurring here and also over the deep

sands ofthe stable dunes further inland, include S howy

Banksia (8. rpecirsd) which emerges conspicuously
above the general level of the rich heath, Coastal

Watdes (Acacla cyclops), weeping Native Willows (A.

salicrna), Native Junipers (Myoporum insuhre), the

bushy One-Sided Bottlebrush (Calothamnus

quadrifidus), and tlp spreading Granite Botdebrush
(Melaleuca elEprtca). Much of the area over the stable
inland dunes is also covered by a dense mallee scrub

dominated by Ridge-Fruited Mallees (Eucalyptus

angulosa)-

Small shallow swamps and elongated chains of coastal

lagmnsare frequendy impoundedindepressionsbehind

the dunal syst€msr These often dry waterbodies are

filled by good falls ofrain in winter and also by the few

shallow intermittent watercourses which descend the

scarp.

The major land use of this Sub Type today is

conservationr The entirc arca is pan of the Nuytsland

NaFre Resen€ \vhich continues easMard aropnd the

Great Australian Bight.

Seclement here in the past has been unsuccessfiI and

relicts of those attempts are shown by the abandoned

homest€ads at Watde Camp and Glencoe, where tlere

is also the ruins of an old jeny. SFiding down the enlire

lengti of the coasdine of this Sub Type is the o1d

abandoned telegraph line which was once a vital

communicadons link t'o many areas, no'r long

superseded by modem technology.
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Israelite Plain Sub Type - Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Form: windswept coastal dunes; rcunded dulal hills; low granire hills; rugged headlands; domed islands.

Lin'e: paallel dune ddges; elongated plain; horizontal limestone reefs.

Colour: bleached blonde dunes; pale sand; pale rcd clay and gr€y limestone ftagmenG.

Texture: rocky granite hills; scree oflooserubble; ftagments ofclay and limestone with sand and pebbles; roughrocky
ganite headlands; rocky islands.

Scale: dunes and scdp conining views from foregrcund to midgroundi big skies.

VEGETATION

Form: dense h€ath.

Line: 
_ 
vedical ernerg€nr Banksia; graceful nadve rvillows.

Colour: grey green watdes.

Texture: scrubby hearh; ridge ftuited mallees.

Scale: views overheathconfned by landfom;tallermallees slighdy encloseviews arrd depth ofview ino vegetation
is modetate.

WATERFORM

Form:

Line:

Colour: ,

T€xture:

sha.llow lagoons.

elongated chairs of coastal lagoons.

turquoisq blue; Eansparent.

foarning surf.

LAND USE

Form:

Line:

Colour:

Texture:

abandoned stuctues and local materials.

geometical e5andoned jetty; ve.tical poles of abandoned elegraph line.

gley aged wood ofjeny and telegaph line; local stone building matedals.

rough wood and local sonel dusty remairs of abaadoned strucnues.
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maximum of 35'C to an average minimum of 20'C,

and in winter the temperatures range froin 18'C to 6'C.
Meekatharra's summer temperatues ftrnge &om a
maximum average of 37'C, to a 23'C minimum, with

a l9'C maximum and an 8'C,minirnum experienced in

winter. Occasional winter frosts occur over most of the
area, associaled wift clear, starry nights and chilling

tempratures.

Landform
Distinguishing the gendy inclined plains under big
skies which arc dominant in the Meekatharra Plateau
lindscape Character T1,pe, are the warm teracotta to
rich maroon shades which colour the soils and rocks in

this region, creating a stark conFast with the rounded,

olive Mulga, green-blonde Spinifex tussocks, and *re

wide azure sky.

Sandplains of deep, bumt red shades form a notable
part of this landscape. Generally appearing as a level

to gently undulating land surface interrupled by a few
long, scattered, wind-formed dunes, drese sandyplains
often occur on higher ground and are the remnants of
Lhe ancienl, eroding plaleau surface.

Fringing many of the sandplain regions as a sudden

edge are abrupt, steep, rust ,shaded cliffs of rugged

breakaways, such as the Barr Smith Range south of

Wiluna, with irregular, rubble strewn concave slopes

often gouged by vertical furrows. Ahorizontal layer of

contrasting creamy grey clay is commonly seen leaching

down the lower slopes ofthe scarps onio the stony, pale

plain at the foot of the breakaway. This generally

appea$ pamllel'rith the flat-topped lip at the rim ofthe
scarp, which is decorated by a fringing line ofsilhouetted

tlees,

Other areas of extensive plains occurring in this
landscape are often strewn with irregular pale quartz

rubble or orange-red pea gravel, conEasting sharply

with the maroon !o bumt red soils. Earthy red soil
plains which are ftee of rubble generally denote the

location of the deep, compact hardpan, known as
'Murchison Cement', which is occasionally revealed

fringing broad, shallow gulljes.

L an {s c ap e C frnracter tlp es

Alluvial and floodwash plains with broad saline plains
form an ex{ensive part of this landscape, generally

defined by the low, shrubby planrs scattered across
their level, often stony surfaces, and are occasionally
fringed by low, red sandy mounds. More defined
watercourses occur closer lo Oe major river networks,
such as the Murchison River, gmduadng from mud -

flats to shallow floodways, to large creeks which
strongly dissect the plains toward the west€m perimeter

of the Character T)?e, often apparent only by the
concentration of vegetation following their meandering

courses. Occasionally fringing some of the drainage
areas are irregular, broken limestone platforms which
appear a stark near-white against tie contrasting deep
red earth surrountling tie rough outcrops.

Extensive areas oflong, shimmering salt lakes, such as
I:ke Austin, were once part ofan ancient river system
over this area, joined by the broad, shallow valleys in
the aged plhteau surface. Many of these considerable
waterbodies show active weathering on their westem

shores by the presence of more rugged, rust shaded
breakaway scarps and low rccky hills, littering gravelly

debris down the gentle slopes to the lake edges. The
low eastem margins ofthe lakes are often hemmed by
rounded crescent dunes of deep red wind-formed sand
and mbbly mounds ofpaler kopi (gypsum) dunes.

Disturbing the open, farreaching views over tie gen y

inclined plains and intenupting the long horizontal

skyline are isolated flat-topped, mesas and vertical
buttes, rounded whaleback hills and low elongated,
inegular ranges, which are often spaced horizons apart,
appearing as low, dark, wavy mounds in the hazy
distance. The gentle, maroon rubble covered slopes of
these elongated nmges are generally softened by a
contrasting tldn cloak ofdull green vegetation disguising

the rough suface, and lending to fieir appearance as an
undulating hazy blue shaded form in the distance with
concave crescen t shadows on the gen t1e slopes revealing
shallow gullies.

The ldw, solitary hills with rounded rubbly peaks and

the extensive ranges are visually prominent in this
landscape ftom every direction, such as Wairamboo
Hill near Mt Magnet, due to t}Ie accentuated contrast
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soils. Many ofthe low herbs in this area are ephemeral,

appearing and growing vigorously after gmd falls of
rain. These plants exhibit an astounding variety of

diverse colours in a rirassed display when flowering,

ftom candy pink to mauve daisies with yellow hearts,

to bright yellow and stark white everlastings, all seen
generally as carpets of nodding blooms extending into

the far distance. Included amongs these colourful

flowers are the soft pink Narrowleaf Mulla Mulla
(P til o tu s dr wramndii), vivid yellow and white Pompom

Head (C ep halipterum drununondii), fl aming clusters

of glossy black andred S$fiP ss (C liant hus f or nto sus),
large creamy yellow SplendidEverlasrin gs (H e lip ter um

splendidum) balancsd on long, delicate stalks, candy
pink carpets of Shoenia (5. cassiniana), pale Pink

Yelleia (V. rosea) urd vivid yeuow Bright Podolepis
(P. canescens).

Rains also stimulae the vigorous growth of many

lypes of gasses which are sca$ered over much of fris

region. Spinifex (Iri odb andPlectrachne spp.) forms

the only extensive areas of gmsslands, seen over the

burnt red sandplains as bleached blonde and pale green

tussocky domes or rings with needle-like leaves
projecting in all directions. After rains these spiky

domes are softened by wheat-like flowers, rippling and

swaying in the wind.

Banks of lenacious pe rennial tussock grasses occurrjng

on the burnt red sand plains and sandy banks are krown

as Wanderi gasses, generally appearing under bushy

shrubs such as Bowgada Bush, Wilcox Bush and tlle

roupded, grey Sandbank Poveny Bush (Eremophila

mar garethae). These grassas are under pressure from

the rvidespread pastoral industry and thei.r regularity

over the ground yaries ftom a fairly dense ground cover

of spiky grasses with small, regular gaps revealing

orange red soils, to sparse, isolated tufts and stubble
amidst large areas ofexp6sod bare earth. Broadleaved

Wanderrie Gnss (Monochather paradoxa) and

Creeping Warderrie (Eragrostis lanipes) are two of

the percnnial Wanderrie grasses occurring here and

Mulga Grass (Aristida arenaia) is one of the many

shon annual grasses which proliferate after rain.

caryeting the gound witi a thin veneer of wispy pale

sreen to blonde blades.
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The low lying areas in this region such as floodwash
plains, salt lakes and their margins, are generally

dominated by chamcteristic salt tolerant phnts. These

areas are distinguished by ex@nsive regions of low,
'bushy blue-grey, pale olive and maroon shrubs which

are often lower than knee height, with taller growth

such as Mulga being generally sparse and conspicuous.

One of the dominant plant t)'pes on these lowJying

arcas is Saltbush (Atriplex Wp.) including the blue-
green River Saltbush (A. amnicola), grey Bladder

Saltbush (4. vesicaia) 4d [r9 fuzzy, Iale orange
Spongebush (A. spongiosa). Other plants tolerant [o
these saline conditions are Bluebushes (Ma, reanaspp.)

including stiff, compact Sagobush (M. pyramidata),

Satiny Bluebush (M. georgei), utd the glbssy leaved
succulent Bronze Blu ebtsh (M. atkinsinia). Therough,
hairy Ge* (Dissocarpzs parada:zs) covered in round,
spiky prickles, the dense, grey, thomy Sage (Cratystylis

subspinescens) and the mat-like Seaheath (Frankenia

pauciflora) are also widespread- l:ke floors and
margins are often dominatedby the steadfast Samphires
(Halosarcia spp.) which increase in density
simultaneously with rises in soil salinity.

Salt lakes such as Lake Annean, are fringed by low
dunes of kopi (gypsum) and dark red sands. The sandy
mounds occasionally featue the slender Cue York

Gums (Eucalyptus striaticalyx), or a few wispy Black

Oaks (Casuarina crisl4la), but are mosdy covered by

a few scattered sbrubs such as the erectwheel Grevillea
(G. i pine s c e ns),ttrc snut, densely-leaved Kopi Poveny
Bush (Eremophila miniarc), and the unusual, upright,

candelabrum shaped Dunna Dwna (Lawrencia

helnsil.

Slighdy away from the edges ofsalt lakes, more vividly

colourful annuals display lheir nodding blooms, such
as the pea floweied Purple Vetch (Swainsona

pterostylis), which form extensive bright carpets,
marking the lakes outer margins.

Waterform
The presence of watef in the Meeka&arra Plateau

Character Type is very much dependant upon the
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abandoned mines, such as Big BeU mine near Cue,
angular metal poppet heads perched precariously over
smallerrubblesEewn pits, and scatteredpiles of broken

concrete with othel discarde4 rusting relicts amongst
mounG of sand and rocks, are some of the familiar

reminders. More subtle visual inlluences which gold

mining has had on the Character Type include the

denuded regions surrounding many older owns such

as Sandslone and Me€kathara due to the wood taken

for mining tirnben and firewood. The pale grey clay

slime dumps are also associated with rnany disused

mines, and now wash over the ground in broad, flat
grey sheets virmally obliterating all in lheir Fth.

Signs of on-going mining here include the immense,
. flat-topped mounds of spoils around open cut mines

which stand in conspicuous isolation in the landscape.

Within thesedeep moundsare rings of ryiralling bench
roads which descend into the open cutpit, travelled by

vinual convoys of red dust covered oversized trucks
and giant earth-moving equipment which rumble past

the sta*, angular mine buildings and grey metal

structures. Minerals which are found in this area other

than gold are silver, nickel, fuller's earth clay, copper
and zinc, and precious stones including ememlds and

opals.

Aboriginal occupancy was widespread throughout the
region and the occurrence of Ocfue pigments,

particularly within the Weld Ranges at Wilgie Mia
near Meekatharra created a trade which reached far

into the eastem part of Australia for thousands ofyears.

Yisual evidencq of ttre cultural use and importance of

, these pigments can still be seen in thb pale faded

images of rock paintings, such as at Wolganna Rock,

nearCue. The utilizoion ofthe landsby Europeans for
grazing and mining resulted in dispersal and migration

of the Aboriginal peoples. Communities have been
established for some of the displaced Aboriginals
groups such as at Mt Margarct atrd Cosmo Newberry

on the eastem perimeter of the Charaoer Type.

Conservation areas of the Me€katharra Plateau

Character Type consist mosdy of Nature Reserves

which protect and preserve samples of various

ecosystgms and dte residentplants and animals thercin.

b..

The Goongarrie Nadonal Park east of Menzies is the
only National Park thmughout this Character Type.

Meekatharra is the largest population cenEe of the
CharacterType, and smallertownships are Mt lvlagnet,

L€onora" hvsft on, Wilun4 Yalgoo, Paynes Find, Cue,
Lpinster and Mel|zies. These communities as well as
the rirany pasoral p,ropenies are linked by long, straight
roads, often unsealed, which support passing trafiic,
including the immenseroad trains,leaving the fringing
roidside vegeration coated in a pall of r€d dust
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Aesthetic Character Summarv

LANDFORM

Form:

Lin€:

limestone pladorms: low granite hills; sandplains; abnrpt bre-akaways; exposed, bare soils; floodwash plains; low dunes;
sandy mounds; rnesaform hills: whaleback hills: genrly inclined plains; broad shallow valleys; rounded dunes; shallow
gulliei; rornded peks; granite tors and sheets.

long, dark shadows; drainage lines; horizontal surfaces of r4esas and brcakaways; iregular ranges; linear dunes: crescqll
lunales; elongated mnges and breataways: horizontal skyline; concave slopes; venical furrowq horizonral layer of clay;
venical mesas; dar* walt flounds; concave crcscerrt shadows; venical tors; horizontal granite sheets.

vivid bumt red soils and granire plains; coFper shaded hardpan: golden moming and evening light; aarle skies; skrk, n€3r
white limestcne; pale quartz rubblei deep led sandplains; warm terncotta to rich maroon soils and rocks; pale crearn clay
soils: nrst shrded cliffq eanhy rcd soils: mooled granile.

breken pieces of pale quanz travel; cqnpact hardpan; rough limestone; rocky hilk; bble ste*n slopes; rubtly soils;
$ndy mcunds; sm@ih skyline; fine sand; coarse giiq $ony plains; rugged bE3kaways; ifiegular rubble; e3nhy soils;
broken, rough limeslonei rough outcrops,

v.ide, open, long views ao dislant horizcns, inierrupred but nd enclosed by landforms uniless Foximily denotes.

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

VEGETATION

broombush or rounded mulga tr€es; scxt&red gro\,,eq sparse undergrc\rlh romded dorq spreading River Gumst bushy
Ct?resses; broad Grass-Laved Hakea; low bushes; srunted plants; carpels ofnoddjrg blooms; pom-porn heads; flame-like
Stun Pea; carpets of $/ildflowen; tussocky dornes or rings of Spinifex isolaied tufu: shon arnrual grasses; succulen! Bronze
Bluebush: mat-like Sea Heaih: erec! w})eel Gievillea; candebbrum shap€d Dunna Drjana,

venicals and diagooals of Mulga trunks; cu ed Djamokmurd leaves; delicaae, venical evedasdng daisy stalks; slender
trunks of Cue York Gums; vertic-al Dunna Dunna: hodzonlal line of silhoueEed trees.

pale, dusty olive-grcy; grey ba*ed Kingsmil's Matlee; silverba*ed Coolibahs, da* greqt native C]?Esses; pale lsved
Wilcox Bush; glossy dark gleen laved Burra; pale yellow-gEen Turpfltine BDsh leaves; silvery grcy and whire Cassias:
pale grcy conon Bush; candy pink ro mauve daisies with ye[ow hearts; brighi yelow, candy pink and slark \rhile
everlastings; pinkMulla-Mu[4 glossy rcd and black SDrn Peas: creany yellow Splendid Everlastings: pale Pink Veleia;
vivid yelow Podolepis; bl€ched blonde grasses; pale $een grass€s; blue{rey, pale olive and maroon shrubs; pale orange
sponge bush; Brcnze Bluebush; Purple Vetch; stark whire trunks offuver Gums.

wispy Mulgas; scrubby bushes; stiff Kurara; smoorh barked River Gum and Coolibah; needle leaved Co* Trees: rouSh
ba*ed Kingsmill's Mallee; soft Cassia; turry Cassia; smooth Native s€run; sliff, needle-like Djamokmurd leaves; rough
he!b6; needle-like Spinifex; wheaFlike Spinifex flowers: spiky Smsses: stubble; fuzzy spongebush; tough, hairy Gee with
round, spiky pricklesi wispy Black Oaks.

depth of view inro sparsley scaEered, low, open woodland is generally extensive and ccdstricted only by landfoms.

Form:

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

WATERFORM

Form: shallow gullies; rnud flats; flar beds: warer sculpaed sand: quiei water: shallow claypans and mudllals.

Line: long sinuous sah lakes; boriontal cla)?ans and mudfla6i meaidering rivers.

Colour: shinmerht salt lakes; Slistenjng parcies of white sah crystals; blue pools of glassy ware'; muddjed ron€nrsl mirror€d
water; limpid pools.

Tcxtur€: parched lake llars; dry sandy bedsi srill" smooth surfaces,

LAND USE

circular water tanks; pi.tes of bmsh: star pickets; skeletonised trees and shrubs; mounds of dirq de? gaping hotes of
abandooed piB; flat-topped spoil mounds; overcized tnr&s ard giant arth-moving equiprnenl

uFight windmils; l"n8led linas of brush; geometric *ooden fences: Iinear expanses of horizontal strand wiE; venical slar
pickets and wooden posrs; fencr-line effecq sinuous 6ngen of skeleronised uees and bushes; sign posts; angular poppet
heads; horizrntal clay slime sheers; spira[ing bench roads inro open or! pits: lcng slraight rcads.

lush, green oases of hornesteads; grey meta! warm orange local stone; g.ey cemmq grey wooden fences: bare red patches
of soils; rusting mera\ pale grey clay slime dumps; dust covered trucks; grey mela.l structur€s; rcd and yellow ochrc; pale,
fading images on moEled rock.

corrugared iron; smoorh cemenq lubble s!re*,n piis; rusdng metal; mounds of sand and rock clay slime durnps: red dusl
smooth rock surface-

Colour:

Textuae:

Fonn:
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which dominates the entire Character Type. The dense

heath covered sandplain stretch€s from horizon to

horizon with almost unbroken views over the vegetation,

occasionally interrupted by low, scattered yellow

mndridges on the westem and nofihem rcgions of the

area and along the Kalbarri - Balline Road where steep

and sharyly dissected sand dunes have been swept up

by lhe prevailing winds.

Meandering across the broad, open sandplain, tlle

sinuous course ofthe Muchison River creates a distinct

impression across the near level topography. The

region ofsandstone basement rocks occuring beneath,

and exposed over fte plain in the soutltem part of tie

Character T)?e has been deeply carved by the scouring

waters of the river to produce an impressive, picturesque

gorge. The land surounding the gorge is deeply

dissected by the erosional forces of the riYer, with

rocky hills such as Mt Curious and the deep valleys

contrasting abruptly witl the encompassing landform

of the lowJying sandplain. The uneven erosional

effects on the horizontal bedding of fte richly shaded

sandstone within the gorge is a dominant feature,

creating intricate pattems in the rocky gorge walls such

as Nature's Window and precarious overhanging

precipices such as l{awk's Head.

It is a view of colourful contrasts, from the rcflective

pools and ribbons of water winding tlrough tie islands

of tumbled boulders, and fringed by soft olive grcen

River Gums (Eucalyptus carnaldulensis) with stark

white trunks appearing almost fluorescent against the

rugged, pale rust and cream walls of the valley gorge.

Narrow, rocky tracks to the floor of the gorge reveal the

rough tiers ofrich shades within the iregular walls, and

with untidy piles oftumbled boulders, form an enclosed

view around the limpid pools of water and the beaches

of pale, gavelly sand which occur along parts of tlle

river bank. The gorges diss€ct the sandplain for 80km

along the length of the Murchison River, after which it

broadens, still enclosed by steep valley walls and pale

chalk hills on the northem bank of the river, to reach the

quiet, still waters of the estuary where the domed

sandhills descend gxadually to meet the foaming

L an [s c ap e C fra.ract er typ es

breakers of the Indian Ocean at the sweeping shores of

Gantheaume Bay.

Protecting the entrance of the river estMry are long.

fingen of white sand which reach inro the sparkling

blue.wat€rs, extending from the curved beaches and

low windformed dunes lining the edge of the river and

coast, cloakdd by fte wind-pruned coastal heath

vegetation. Extending outward from the beach in

scatl,ered areas, meeting the foaming line of breakers

are low, flat, rocky platform s and gurgling lines of surf

which disguise lnear ridges of reefs such as Oyster

Reef.

The layered, rocky sandstone appearing in the sinuous

gorge of the Murchison River is also a feature on the

coastline between Bluff Point and the moutl of the

estuary, with a few outcrops also seen to the north ofthe

river. Appearing initially as low, abrupt headlands

abutting the Kalbarri beaches, they rise to form a line

of richly shaded rugged cliffs with offshore stacks,

natural arches andother unusual andintricateformations'

carved into the warnily shaded sandstone by the

relentless sea and wind. In the balmy evenings, the

rugged detaits of the coastal cliffs are highlighted in

picturesque beauty when t}le sunset cloaks them in a

mantle ofrich, glowing gold, contrasting vividly against

th€ stark white foarn of the pounding breakers at their

base.

Uegetation
The subdued tenain which dominates the Kalbarri

Sandplain Landscape Character Type is blanketed by

a dense cover of low, bushy heath vegetation which

extends to the distant skyline. Appearing as a textued

carpet in a mosaic of shades, tie heath is inlerrupted in

many areas by scattered bushes of contrasting shades

and conspicuous emergents,

Wattles are one gf the major components of the heath,

especially the Jam Trce (Acacia acuminata) which is

widespread. With these are several wispy bushes

including the Wiry H orrcylllyrrle (Melaleucafilifulia)

which is decorated with pinli pom-pom blmms in
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Clawflower bushes and the tangled Two-leaf llakea
(H . trifwcata) . Sorne isolated taller shrubs conspicuous
amongst.ths hilltop heath aie the darkergreen pineJike

Swamp Clpress (Actinostobus pyramidalis) md

Umbrella Bush.

In more sheltered are3s. taller dense tiickets ofTangled

Melaieuca and Summer ScenEd Wafile are apparent,

blending with a heath dominated by Spoon-leaved

Wattle (4. spathulata) which slowly merges with the

sandplains heath further east.

The domed limestone hills which descend gadually to

Kalbani at the mouth of the Murchison River are

dominated by a heath of Summer Scent€d Wattle and

Jam, acting as an olive backdrop o the busding

community and quiet estuarine waters. This heath

terminates on tie east facing slopes of the hill, giving

way to the predominate sandplains vegebtion.

The ribbons and pools of glassy blue \xater meandering

through the gendy inclined plain denote the Murchison
River. At the eastem end of the Character T1pe, the

rivermeanders in abroadfl oodplain whichis dominated
by Watdes including the bushy Jam, wispy Horse

M ga (Acacia ramulosa) and Limestone Wattle (A.

sclerosperma). Interspersed with the Wattles are white

trunked River Gums which form tall woodlands in

some areas. The bushy lssser Botdebrush (C alli s te trcn

phoeniceus) fea$ring its cylindrical scarlet blooms

and the Swamp Sheoak (C asuarina ob e sa) ae common

beneath the taller gum s, lining and shading the banks of

the river-

On entering the rugged, sinuous gorges, the river is

surounded by a variety ofplants, many of which are
prched in precarious situations on the gorge walls.

Most prominen! here are the River Gums which appear

as spindly, white trunked trees which con&ast vividly

againsf the pale rust rock and olive leaves reflected in

the still pools ofblue water. Growing alongside these

on the river banks and gavelly beaches are Swamp

Sheoak and Lesser Bo lebrush in the form ofrounded

bushy strubs. The steep rocky gorge slopes are
decorated by small shrubs and tufted trees inciuding

Jam and Rock Sheoak (AlLocasuartna huegeliana),

L an ds c ap e C fr.ar act er typ es

someumes appeanng as a cascade of green down the

rubbly slopes of the gorge.

The nortiem sector of the Character T'?e contains a

mique combination of vegeEdon known as Eee heath
- an irregular mixture of small tr€es, shrubs and grasses

situated over low sand ridges and shallow depressions

which are often feahdng small circular Samphire
(Halorsarcia sp.) filled clay pans. The low Fees
generally consist of domed Umbrella Bushes (Acacia

I i g ut a t a). SandplainW anle (A. mwr ay ana), and Horse
Mulga as well as Ashby's Banksia, Clawflower,
Desert Cassia (C. nemophila) and Flame Grevillea.

Shark Bay Mallee (Er calyptus roycei) andRogerson's

Grevillea (G. rogersonid) are also widespread here, but

occur only in this region.

The low scattered bushes forming the undersbrey in
this area include the slender Coastal Hibis cus (Alyo gyne

cuneiformis) whichis decorated with red hearted mauve

blooms, Yeflow Tailflouter (Anthocercis littorca), soft
blue-grey Common Smokebush, the bright puple

blooms of Spiked Dampiua (D. spicigera) and vivid

orange-red Coppercups.

ilaterform
Being the single major watercourse in tle CharacFr
Type, the sinuous course of the Murchison River

winding over the southem region of the Kalbarri

Sandplain is one of the significant visual characEristics

of this area.

As an intermittent riyer, it often appears as a quiet

ribbon of blue amongst the fringing green vegetation

decorating tie river banks, or as trapped limpid pools

ofglassy water amongst smooth, rounded boulders and
roqks,such asatwoonanaPool. The river can transform

from these picturesque blue pools into a tonent of

muddied water after heavy falls ofrain, generated by
localised summer sbrms, or from rain experienced at
the rivers distant headwaters.

On entering the Kalbarri Sandplain at Coolcalalaya,
the river valley deepens slightly, in comparison to tie

braided, twining channels of further east, forming
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pests into the richer agricultural are3s futher south.

Also dividing the olive carpet of heath with near

geometric accuracy are numemus geophysical cut lines

which criss-cross over the whole area. Many of tlese

linear clearings are also used as private access roads to

traverse many pafis of,the exEnsive area of lowJying

heath.

IJad, copper, zinc and silver have b€€n mined in the

vicinity of Mary Springs, north of Galena. South of

that area, the upstanding remnants of Waribano

Chimney belie the State's earliest smelter, originally

built to Drocess lead ore.
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Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

imposing Z:rytdorp Cliffs; very gently inclined sandplain; deeply disseced gorges; sbruPr ctff edges; domed limestone

hillsi ste€p and sharply dissected sand dunes; deep vaueysi rrmbled bo'nders in untidy Piles; sl€rP vauey wals; low dunesi

low, abrupt headlands; rourded boulden and rocks; shallow floodplains;

sweeping, unintenupted Iine of prccipitous eilges; sreep slope.s seamed by vertical watercourses and cascades of sand;

horizonbl striations in cliffs; Iine of b.eakeN; level rock pladorms; upright limest ne outcroppmgs: sand ridges;

mandering, sinuous line of Murchison River valley horizontal bending of sandstoie; sweeping shores of Ganth€aurne

Bay; long 6n8er: of sard; curved b€ches; linar ridges of offshore r€efs; tine of c.astal cliffs; offshorc stacks; nalural

arches;

richly shaded sandsone; pale, bright sand; IBle loffee, cream and grey cliffs; yellow sanclridges; rust and cr€ard sandstone;

pale river san4 white bsch sand rich, glowing gold shade of coastal cliffs in evening lighE grey sand;

rugged sanalstorq rocky gorges; boulder srtEwn cliff bases; rocky hills; nrgged gorge walls; inegular gorge walls: gravelly

. sdnd beaches: ueven erosional effects; pockmatled grey limestone; smooth bouldex and rocks:

long, oFn vie*s ro l}le ho.ion over Lhe broad, near level topography of lhe sandplain; enciosed views wirhin the valey

gorge.

VEGETATION

Colour:

blanket of low, dense heatlr windpruned coasral heath; conspiorous emergsB; Pom-Porn bloorns; domed sprays of

blackboys;ctwnbsoftalervegerario;pine-likeSaidplainCpressandFlameGrevillea;pendulousWoodyPearseedpods;
low cushion plants; dense rnals; domed Umbrella Bush; bushy Jam; rall woodlands of River Gum; ryIindrical Lesser

Bottlebrush bl@rns: rounded, bushy shrubs: Iow rrees;

wiry Honey Mynle; linearlaved Red Pa*e$; dense venical flower spikes; slenderarchirg stems ofwhile Plume Grevillea;

slender sralks of Beach spinifex; tangting Melaleuca; spindly River Gums; horizonral single storey of hearh veSetation;

otive bbr*eq rior of colourful wildflowers; soft olive green River Gums with stark whie rrunks; bushes of conrrasting

shadesi pink Honeyrnyrtle blooms; blue-grey Smokcbush wiwid oiange-red CoPPeraPs; orange and velow Sand

BordeSmsh; brighr yelow Hibb€nia flowers; da* ere€n sprays of Bladkboys; dorn€s of colour fron flowering Feahel

Ftowers; pink Wooly Fearher Flower soft Pink ?ainted Fearher Flower; biiSht yelow and red CIaw Feaftet Flowe5 yelow

and vivid tangerine Banksias; cr€arn While Phmre Grcvil€as; brighr ydlow Flame Greville4 Red Pokers; Pale green

spinifex; glossy green leaves: scarler I€sser Botilebrush; red hearted mauve Hibiscus bl@fits; cascade of gleen bushes;

bright puple Spikei Dampiera;

r€xblredcalpet ofheath wispy bushes; wiry lloney Myile; soft Smokebush scratchy' Pdckles ofParrot Bush; wisPy edged

Featbe. Flowers; Woolly Ferher Flowers; woolly buds of Acom Banksia; fuzzy Southem DPlolaena; wisPy Horse Mulga;

rufred uees; .

heath vegeration often ar waist heiSh! or lower alowing enclrnpassing wiews over landscape; periodically vegetation

heighF increase ro chamel views ro fo.egtound debil of healh;

Texture:

Scate:

WATERFORM

quiet estuarine vatels; sdll pools; torrenr of ware! deeP, winding gorge; shalow claPans'

Coasrljne; sinuous course ofMurchdson River; venical searns of warer courses dom cliff facq Iines of breaken; rib*nns

of watea gendy cuwed beaches; br.ided, twining chaliels;

sparkliag blue waren oithelndian oce-an; sky blue pools; stark white foarn; limpid, transparent pools: muddied wale4 white

flecked wavesi

surge of Indian Ocan; foarning brcakers; scolring waten; reflective pools; glassy water; rocky pools; smooah walers:

Form:

Line:

Colour:

Texture:

LAND USE

quiet esoiarine ware$: carp€t of wildftower; cylinddcsl cfrn€nt or sieel t iks; marerials and shap€s of built stmctur€s

,oads and fence lines; geornetdc2l windmills: pcrpendicular/lin4r srare Barier fences; Seomerric gid of geoPhysical orl

lines; vertical .emnanb of Warribaao Chimne!; geometric line of roofmg aad building marerials;

colourirl fishing craft on esruary: vividly colourful wildfloweB; grey cement tar*s; shades of rcofm8 and building

matedals;

saDdy soilsi textural 6tish of rcofing and building male.ials;

Form:

Line:

Colour:

Texture:
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closely follows an arid climatic pattern. As aresult' tho

eastem region is marginally warmer and drier.

Overall. however, this area is charactcris€d by a hot'

dry climate wift tlre gently inclined, exposed landscape

offering liftle relief or protection from the unrelenting

glare of the summertime heat and prevailing southerly

sea breezes which help to moderate tho warmth. The

summertime temperatures in this region ranSe from

36"C maximum to a 20oC minimum at Hamelin Pool,

witia3l'C maximum anda2loC minimum in Denham.

The dry, glaring heat.of summer is tempcred by daily

sea breezes and strong southerlics which can prevail

for several days, and occasional summer cyclones can

generate gale force winds.

Winter in S hark Bay is mildly tempcrate, attractlng an

exodus of visitors from cooler parts of he S tate. Many

calm, clear days and cool nights are a feature, interuptcd

occasionally by brisk north-eastsrly winds. Hamelin

Pool Station and Denham bo t cxperiencc a winLer

max imum of  2 l "C and a  lOoC min imum.

The fine winter days are intemlpted by rain from May

to September although less tllan forty days of rain are

generally experienced thmughout the year. The annual

precipiladon levels decreasc from $est lo east across

the Character Type, witi Cararang Station receiving

278mm, Denham 225mm, and Hamelin Pool Station

21Omm. The annual precipitation levels are deceiving

in this region, however, as their benefits are generally

counteracted by the evaporation rate which, at2000mm

per annum, is almost ten times greater iian the regular

rainfall reccived. Erratic sbrms and scattered falls of

rain also occur in summertime associated with tie

occasional fierce cyclones which sweep over t}te iuca

at sporadic intervals.

E[e[ Lanfscape

Cftaracter Su6'Type

The elongated Edel Peninsula which forms this Sub

Type emerges from the westem coasdine and stretches

north across the blue water !o three islands, collectively

-

L a n [s c a p e C fi.arar t e' r'Typ es o

forming the barrier which protects the calm, clear

wat€rs of Shark Bay from the punishing swells of tle

IndianOcean. Dirk Hafiog Island is sepamt.ed from the

northem tip of the Edel Peninsula by Blind Strait and

adjoining SouthPassage, and from tie slenderBernier

and Dorlo Islaods to the north by the broad waters of the

Naturaliste Channel.

Influenced by the dominant l imestone geology

underlying this Sub Type, Edel Peninsula and t}te

islands consist of gently inclined to near level tenain

which is overlain in the northern halfof the region by

a series of pale windswept dunes. Shaped by the

prcvailing southerly winds into forming semi-parallel

ridgcs, ttre dunes are gcneratly oriented in a noflh-

south direction. This arangement is imitated by tho

tapercd Bellefin and Heirisson Prongs and the Cararang

Peninsula, theraggcdext€nsions of the Edel Peninsula,

which reflect the same orientation as the desolate,

windswept dunes.

Occurring in isolatcd areas over the peninsula and

surrounded by an enclosing amphitheatre of domcd

dunes, are highly saline depressions known locally as

birridas. These rounded ard etongated gypsum filled

fans can vary from a few metes !o a few hundred

mcfies in length, and generally feature a low' raised

platform which i s ringed by a pale, moat-liksdepression'

B irridas are often m ade conspicuous amongst the olive

heath, with the bright gypsum encircling the centre

platform and lie concentration of the red-brown salt

tolerant Samphircs (Halosarcia lpp.) gowmg over

their surface..

Bordered on ths westem margin by the abrupt, rugged

nonherly extension of the imposing Zuytdorp Cliffs'

tie peninsula slopes down gcntly to the eastem fringe,

to mect tie smooth, open waters of Henri Freycinet

Harbour and quiet turquoise wat€rs enclosed within the

loops and inlets. The sheer to steeply angled pale grey

rocky slopes of the Zuytdorp Cliffs mcet the white

foaming breakers of the Indian Ocean which surge

around the boulder-sEewn cliff base' Continuing north

in a near sraight unbroken line from the mouth of the

Muchison River at Kalbarri, the horizontally striated

cliffs are unexpectedly interrupted at Zu)'tdorp Point.
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green creeper Angular Pigface, (Carpobrotus

ae quilat er us), 5 outhem Diplolaena (D. da mp ie rl, *ft
grey Coasal Daisy Bush (Olearia axillais), T\ick-

leaved Fan Flower ( Scaevola crassifolia), and Saltbush
(Rhagodis sp).

The bright geen domed shape of the Umbrella Bush

feanrres in many areas over the Sub Ty'yr, varying from

low dense bushes, to tall thick€ts which enclose the

long views over the gentle terrain. It appears in some

ar&ls :rs a dense, almost homogenous cover over lhe
pale yellow-pink sand, while in others they are

conspicuous as isolaed domes of bright green with

other low shrubs and $asses of pale olive and khaki
yellow shades which are also common- Present

everywhere is a scatered cover of dead twigs and

sinuous grey branches strewn over the pale sandy soils.

Bare grey stems beneath bushes tip'ped with green

foliage also add o the grey shades which form part of

this landscape.

Other strubs scattered over the gently inclined land

include the fuzzy leaved Sand Hibiscus (Alyogyne

pinonianus)vthichls decorated with red hearted mauve

blooms over most of tlIe area, except on the islands

where they poduce bright white flowers. Bushy

Coasul Coppercups (Pileanthus linucis) with pzde

pink flowers, and low, dense bushes of Tangling

Melaletrca(M . cardiophylla), with bushy Jams (Acacra

acurninata), Horse Mdlga (A. ramulosa), spreading
Kurara (4. tetagonoplrylla), and Summer Scented
.Wattles (A. rostelldera) also found amongst the heati.,

Some areas over this Sub Type are quite open and

seeming almost barc ofvegetation but for a few isolated

dark gre€n domed bushes and a cover of brown khaki

tufted grasses, and soft, pale yellow-khaki shaded

shrubs. Broad areas ofintroduced grasses such as Wild

Oats (Arenafatua) occur in scanered locations such as

on tlle westem shore ofBrown Inletand encompassing

Tamala Station. These occur in large patches and

contrast distincdy with the olive heath vegetation on

the frhging edges. Other grasses scattered over tlfs

area include Buffel Gias s (Cenclaus ciliarus) ndpale
geen hummocks of Spnifex (Triodia sp .) .

L ands cap e C fi aract er'Tg p es

The windswept areas of pale mobils sands and blowouts
fea0[e very litde forms of vegetation, mosdy seen as

isolated islands of growth in a sea of pale sand. Inw,

rounded bushes, &ied gTey gasses and small shrubs

cling steadfasdy to the shifting sands. Bushes on tlle

blowout fringes send out long thin root fingerlings,

searching for a stable hold-

The proteated coastal fringes of the peninsulas see a

continuation of the geen domes of Umbrella Bush,

mixedwith Jam, Silver Saltbush (Arnpler bunburyana)

dnd Green Cassia (C. chatelainiana). Low, scrubby

Saltbush and Samphite are found commonly over the
low-lying areas around the heads of inlets and

occasionally, stilted, lush White Mangrov es (Avi c e nna'

marina) ate sen finging broad tidal flats.

From east ofTamala Station and extending around the
fringing edge of Freycinet Harbour to Nanga S tation is

a unique form of heati vegetation. In this arca, ltle
heath appears taller tian elsewhere and is known as

Eee heati, enclosing the normally open, distant views

over the near level terrain. Umbrella Bush is again
predominant, seen as dense sprays of grey stems,
shaded by the thin canopy of leaves which sprout on

their rips. Combined with these are the dark, serrated

leaves of the spreading Ashby's Banl$ia (8. ashbyi),

Horse Mulga (Acacia ramulosa),, bushy Chenille
IJorcy mt\tle (M e lal e rc a hue g e El, G or don's Grevillea
(G. gordoniana) and wispy male€s (many-trunked

Eucalypts) which are often dominant on sand hills,

including the ribbony trunk of the Dongara Mallee (E.

dongafiaensis), lustrous leaved Mallalie (8.

eudevnoides) , ar:.d the.Nanow-leaved Red Mallee (E.

foecunda).

The raised platform in the centre of the depressed '

birridas scattered over this Sub TlTe are often dotted

with sparse, isolated shrubs and patches of britde, dead
vegetation. Grey Saltbush (Arrrp lex cinerea) ?'.rd.rcd-

brown shaded Sampbies (Halosarcia spp.) dominate

here, 'rith the pale Grey Saltbush featudng around the

higher edges witi a preclominance ofbushy Sandalwood

trees(Santaltan spicatpz) amongst the olive vegetation

on thb fringing dunes-
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The historical signihcance of Cape Inscription at the

northem tip of Did( Ilartog Island has been pmtected'

within a reserve. It was here in 1616 that Di* Hartog

became the lust recorded European to set foot upon

Australian soil, noting the occasion with an inscribed

platFr on a posl

Marking the broad waters of lhe Natur"aliste Channel

are two erect lighthouses, one on the southem tip of

Done Island and the other at Cape Inscription, flanked

by the abandoned sbne buildings of the keepers'

residence. The hospiBl buildingremnants which were

once the hosts !o contagiously diseased.Aboriginies

early this century still rcmain on Dorre and Bemier

Islands, which are now natule reserves, proaecting rare

and endangered faunal species.
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EdeI Sub Type - Aesthetic Character Summary

LANDFORM

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

gady inclined, near level rerrain: domed dunes; abrupt Zutdorp C'tiffs; rapered Bellefin and Hcirisson Prongs: ragged
pqrinsulas; rdrnded binidas; shecr to steeply ansled slc?es of cliffsi prc,.ninent headiand ofzu!'dorp Poinq s@eply sloping
frontal dunes; low, wave.ui limesbne pladorms; low fragments of land; abrupt limestone hsdtands; broad intertidal flars;
sma[, low limestGre islands; flaFfloorEd birridar;

scmi-paratiel dune ridges and peninsulas orienred north-sourh; elongared biridas; ner srraight, wbroken like ofzuyrdorp
CLiffs; horizontaly sriared cliffs; log beaches; elcrrSated biowouts; crescenr dunesi pto!'inent horizonral limes.onc bcnch
pladorms; sweeping shores of Henri Freycine. Haibour; elongarcd Fninsulas; pa.alel ripples of sddi

pale grey limestone; horizontaly sidated cli{Ts; briehi, pale sand; bomt terracotla shaded sandsi cream limestone rubble;
bright beches; pale yellow-pink sand; pale yelow sardy soilsi

rug8ed Znt'tdorp Clliffs; rocky slopes; boulder streln cliff base; smooth baches: rocky he-:dland of Sieep Poinq boulder
strewn b€ches; lar8e fragments of angular limestqte mbble; sandy beaches: dppled ind€nbrions in intertidal flals;

enclosing amphirheatre of dunes surrounding birrialas; wide cxpanscs of pale, brighr sand of tidal flats; broad, encompas s -

ing, doud-streaked skies; broad, long, op€n views over landscape sometjmes inrerrupled ar mid ro backgiound by low
dc,rned dunes:

VEGETATION

Form i

Line:

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

low he-ath; domed Umbrella Bush; low, dcnse mat plants; pincushion like planrs; tree heath; tall thickers: spreading Kurara;
spinifex hummocksi isola.cd islands of vegetadon on mobile dunes; low, roundcd bushes; spreading Ashby's Banksia:

dead twigs and sinuous branches scatered over ground; bare vedc.al ard diagonal sprays of srems; long roor fingerlings
on blowouts; sliltcd mangrovcs; thil canopy of leaves; wispy mallees; ribtnny tnuk of Dongara Mallees;

red-bro{n Samphires; brown slrands of sea8rass; dark, .ich grcen Umbr€lla Bushes; pale o]ive vegelarioq b.ighr grcen
Pigface; sof. grcy Coastal Daisy Bush: kiaki yelow shades; grcy stems tipped v.ith green foliage; Ied heaned mauve or
whire bloorns of Sand Hibiscus; pale pint Coasral Coppercups: brown kiaki shaded shrubs; conr,:asting shades of
introduced giasses and heath; pale grcen Spidfex hummocks;

succulen! Pigface; Srey rwiSs and dead brancnes; fuzry le-aved Sand Hibiscus; rufred grasses; scrubby Salrbush; semlcd
leaves of Ashby's Banlsia; lusrrous leaved Mallaliq scanered parches of de3d vegelarion scatlered over birridas;

taler *rickets and tree he$ €nclose views in some areas, oderwise views cafy Lmned by lardform; vegerarion in many
areas ap'pears prostral€ over 1he Sendy incihed landform;

WATERFORM

Form: broad walers ofNatualist Charmel shallow waters of Sha.k Bayi broad, tidal flats; uanquil waters; d1,namic,
surging swells; rormded birridas;

Li[e: elongated birrid2s; lonS shallow fingers of warer; border of white foam at base of cliffs;

Colour: blue watersi clear, n[quoise waters of the Bay; white, foarning breakers; turquoise fmgers of water; limpid
waters; royal blue and nuquoise mosaic; shirnmcring blue waters; datk shades denoting seagrass;

Telture: calm; punishhg swells of Indian Ocean; smooth, open waters ofHenri Freycinet Harbour; foaming breakers
at base of cliffs; glassy surface ofBay;

LAND USE

Form:

Lin€:

Colour:

Texlure:

brca4 open areas of introduccd grasses; comrgated iron tanks; flat evapodte paff; large, domed stockpiles
of sah and guano on Slope Island; building rennants on Bemier and Dorre Islands;

upright windmills; geomeEic windmills; horizontal line of com.rgated iron tat*s; lincar tracks radiaring frorn
wells; linear rows of wooden posts: geometric fencelines; dnmkenly subsiding fencelines; fence-line effecr;
long, linea baEages a6oss evaporalion pans; elongated causeway; hacks snakhg over dules; line of anti-
vermin fence; erect lighthouses;

grey wooden fence pos6; dazzling white sah crystals in evaporite pans and stocl:piles:

woodcn fcnces; steel windrnills; comrgaled ion tanks; stonc r{atcr tanks; stone buildings of keepers'
residences:
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tidal flats with the receding waters oflow tide revealing

bare expanses ofsand- Waterformedripples of sculpted

sand often lgxtule the broad, exlDsgd beaches, litt€rEd

with brown strands of discarded seagrass and

accentuated by the golden light ofevening.

Intemrpted by the pockmarked indentations of the low-

lying gypsum filled birridas, the Peron Sub Type is

cloaked in amandeof alowoliveshrublands, dominated

by the sprcading Horse Mt:Jga (Acacia ramulosa) or

Wanyu, as it is known locally. These low shrublands

blanket fte gendy undulating terrain almost evenly,
with few apparent emergens, but appearing open

enough to reveal contrasting shades of the undedying

rich tenacotta soils. Low, patchy thickets occur in

isolaled, more protected areas, featuring Wanyu with
False Paperbark (Ianrurchea hakeifolia). Growng

amongst the Wanyu are other Wattles, including the
da*er green low domed shapes of Umbrella Bush

(Acacia ligulata), stiff, spreading Kurara (A.

tetagonophylla), with Limestone Wattle (A.

sclerospernu) , and. scrambling over these low bushes

in a tangled green vine is the bright purple and yellow

Shark Bay Daisy (Brachycombe latisquamea).

Umbrella Bush is more predominant in the southem

region of the Sub Type interspersed with scattercd

areas of slighdy taller shrubland. including Ashby's

Banksia (8. aslrbli), Beard's Mallee (Eucalyptus

bear diana), Duryara Mallee (E. do ngarr aensis), and

False Paperbarks, all northern remnants of the unique

tree heath vegeation formation occuring more

predominantly to the south of the Sub T1,pe.

PaIe domes of Spinifex hummock grasiland (Triodia

plurinenam) withpatches ofBuffel Gras s (Cenchrus

cilinrus), artd sparse areas of Wanderri (Eragrostis

rp.), arc scatteredover the sandy terracotta soils amongst

the spreading Wanyu and low, domed Umbrella Bush.

The limestone areas in the southem region of the Peron

Sub T)?e are dominated by Spinifex, intemrpteil by

small, contrasting shrubs scatt€red over the gende

termin, including Umbrella Bush, Limestone Wat e

and Broom Ballart (E-ro carpus sparteus).

L an [s c ap e C fi a-rart er Typ es

The bright, gypsum filled birridas scattered over many

areas of this S ub TWe are highly conspicuous amongst

the olive shrubland and sandy ierracotta soils. These

saline depressions are covered witr abrown-red shaded

blanket of Samphires (Halosarcia sp.) and Sea Heath

(F r ankzni a paucifl or a), oroccasionally appeardenuded
of vegetation, with a dusty ring of Grcy Saltbush
(Atriplex cinereq) featured around the edges, with
bxhy olive Sandalwood. (S antalwn spi catun) arnongst
the low heath on the fringing gypsum dunes. '

At Pedt Point, the lowJying, broad tip of the Nanga
Peninsula, is an isolated arm of Bluebvsh (Mdireatn

sp.). More of these salt tolerant vegetation species

continue around the coast to cloak the fringes of the

hypersaline lDmelin Pool. These low shrubs $owing
amongst sparse, scattered Samphireflats, include silvery

Cotton Bush (Ptilotus oboyatur), Tall Saltbush
(Rhagodia eremaea), Currant Bush (Scaevola

spinescens) and Earlobe Saltbush (C henopodi4rn
gaudichnudianum)- Many of the regulady inundated

tidal flats fringing these shores feature sca$ered thickets
of the spindly, stilr-like White Mangrove (Atticenna

marina).

Much activity has taken place in this region since the
middle of last century when a guano mining industry

was established, closely followed by Sandalwood
cutters, chasing the valuable aromatic wood for expo+

When it was discovered thatpearl oysters were bountiful
in the blue gre€n waters, a small village callerl
Freshwater Point (later to be called Denham) was
establjshed to cater for the influx of population to the

area. Chinese, Malays and Aboriginies were involved
wift tre hunt for the oysters, often as the divers ftom

the numerous small pearl luggers which proliferated.

With the decline of tie pearling industry this century,
the professional fishing industry took its place, profrting

from the bountiful waters around the peninsulas and
the special fish and prawn nursery area amongst the

extensive sea grass beds in the Bay. Today, fishing is

still one of the largest industries and recreational
pastimes of fie region, with numerous bright craft
dotred over the Bay, leaving long stripes of reflected
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Peron Sub Type
Visual Qualify Classification - Frame of Reference

SCENIC
QUALITY

LANDFORM VEGETATION WATERFORM

HICH * Diverse coasdine edges
widr cliffs, platrorms,
beaches and headlands e.g.
Cape Peron North.

* I-andforms of unique,
distinctive or contrasting
colous or forms e.g. Shell
Beach.

*Dune formations of
distinctive height or shape
which are visually
prominent in the
surrounding landscape.

* Islands, sandba$ and tidal
flats e.g. Pelican Island.

* Strongly defi ned pattems
of vegetation due to
botanical zone transition
e.g. Eee heath and arid
species.

* Distinctive areas of
vegetation pattems which
result from form, line,
colour or textunl
combination which
contrasts with the
sunounding vegelation and
landscape e.g. vegetation
surrounding birridas.

* All salt pans or birridas,
filled or dry.

*Areas exhibiti.ng a mosaic
of shades due to shauolv
sandbars, intenidal flats or
seagass banks.

MODERATE * Gendy undulating country
which is not visually
dominant and is
surrounded by similar
landforms.

* Vegetative pattems evident
but commdn in
surrorirndin g landscape.

*Waterforms where present,
rate no lower that high in
this LCT.

LOW * Expanses of virtually flat
landforms which provide
few. landmarks with which
m onena.

:iExtensive areas of similar
vegetation witl very
limited variation in form,
line, colou or texture-

* Areas of native vegetation
which are noticeable
degraded.

* Specimens or patches of
introduced vegetation,
which appear alien in the
surrounding landscape.

+Waterforms where present,
rate no lower that high in
this LCT.
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when cyclones are more likoly to occur along this

coast. While often concentrated on more northerly

parts of the staie, cyclones have wreaked immense

havoc in this area, often resulting in severe flooding

from the Gascoyne and other rivers. Extended p€riods

ofdrought are also a facet ofthis area's climate, leaving

the landscape desiccated, when even the parched,

sandy bed of the Gasboyne River remains dry all year

around.

Landform
The Carnarvon Coastal Plain is a suMued landscape,

dominated in the southern region by the broad wash of

alluvial and deltaic plains of the extensive Wooramel

and Gascoyne Rivers, and to the north by the flat

expanse of the dry, shimmering bed of take Mcleod.

The varied coastline which fringes tlle Character Type

is influenced in the southem region by the clear,

sheltered rxaters of Shark Bay. Northwards ftom

Yaringa Point, broad, pale stretches of bare tidal flats

meet lhe mirrored waters. Scatleredwith brown strands

of discarded seagrass from the extensive offshore beds,

the smooth flats, 
"textur€d by linear, sandy ripples,

extend as far north as New Beach, near Camarvon.

Bright, pale cream coastal foredunes are found on the

eastem fringe of the tidal flats which in some areas,

such as in Gladstone Bay, are comprised of pale grey,

shelly sand.

Beyond New Beach, tle coast has been influenced by

the broad delta of the Gascoyne River and the smaller

lateral deltas from the divergent Boodalia Channel to

the south and Brown Channel to the north, with small,

sandy d unes otten separated by dark red S amphire fl as

and elongated saline depressions. North of Carnarvon

at Bejaling Beach, the gentle curve of the coast is

replicated by a series of long, parallel dune ridges

which extend some disiance inland, and are remnants

of former shore lines. To the east of the pale sandy

frontal dunes and elongated beach ridges are an older

set of taller, richly shaded red-brown dunes which

crcate prominent ridges to the east of the crurent

coastline, such as Brown Range, the conspicuous

back&op to Carnarvon.

Lants cape Character types

The northemcoastline of this CharacterTWe is exposed

to tre full force of the suging swells of the Indian

Ocean, resulting in a discontinuous line of abrupt,

horizontally striated cliffs and headlands along its

length. Vertical cliffs above the clear blue waters of

Cape Cuvier continue around the gende curve of tlte

natural embayment it protects, occasionally interrupted

by tumbling cascades of pale sand down the steep face.

low, flat-topped limestone hills me€t the sea at Red

Bluff, where they have eroded into rubbly concave

slopes by the relentless, surging waters. Smooth,

bright sandy beaches intemrpt the cliffs in protected

areas, such as south ofPoint Quobba, where the offshore

intrusion of lhe Fitzoy and Darwin Reefs resdt in

calm, quiet waters.

Extending beyond the cliff bases in scattered areas

along the coasdine are deeply pock-marked grey

limestone platforms. ofl.en cloaked in a glistening

sheen of green algae. The broad, rough platform at

Quobba features blowhole crevices through which

booming columns of foaming water ate forced high

into the air by sftong swells.

Beyond the broad tidal flats, the pale, windswept dunes

and the abrupt cliffs of the coasdine, the richly shaded

red-brown sandy terrain of the Camarvon Coastal

Plain oflen appea$ to be as level as the distant horizon,

with far-reaching, open views beneath wide, cloudless

skies.

Red-brown sandy dunes, elongated ridges and gently

undulating rises arc often conspicuous in the landscape,

separating a scafiered succession of barc, flat clalpans.

These regions generally denote the moulded banks

sunound ing the broad, shallow, water-carved channels

of the floodplains and deltas of the rivers which are

continually shaping this landscape, and atso fringe dre

exterisive stretch oflake Mcl-god, enclosing the distant

Yrc'WS.

Outcroppings of pale grey limestone are noticeable in

isolated areas over the Character Type, contrasting

witr fte red-brown sandy ?lains. They appear as

angular grey rubble littered over the flat terrain, as

rough horizontal rock platforms, and as low dissectod
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after heary falls of rain.

The northem rogion of the Character Type is dominated

by the broad, shimmering exparse of I-ake Mcleod.

S hrubby broombush-shaped Wattles areagain dominant

over the areas, as dense tiickets or as isolated domed

shrubs. Extensive areas of Bluebush and Saltbush

plains are scattered around the margins of this saline

lake, with broad, open flats dotted with distinctly

contrasting, isolated blue grey bushes. l-arge stretches

ofrust-brown Samphire-filled pans fringe theedges of

the lake, surrounded by low, sandy mounds. Sprinkled

over tre ground amongst the bushy shrubs of the

sparsely vegetated claypans is an increasing cover of

scauered grasses amongst the undergowti. Buffel

gass (Cenchrus cilicras) is widespread over the area,

said to be introduced by Afghan camel drivers for

feeding thet herds. Other scattered clumps of grey-

gold wispy $asses include the pale gr'een Feathefl.op

Spinifex (P/ectrachne schinzii), Lobed Spinifex

(Triodia basedowii), Soft Spinifex (7. pungens), and

spiky clumps of erect Kcrosene G:ass (Aristida

browniana) -

In the springtime and afer good falls of rain, the region

is transformed by a kaleidoscope of colourful

wildflowers, extending into the distance beneati t}le

scattered bllshy green-grey scrub. Largs sretches of

land, with the exception of a few S altbush clalpans, are

cloaked with a vivid carpet of nodding blmms which

spread over the rich red-brown terrain. The large pale

creamy yellow blooms of Splendid Everlasting

(HeLipterum splendidum) perched on delicate, wiry

stems are mixed with carpets of bright, candy pink

Schoenia (S- cassiniana), vivid yellow Wrinkled

Podolepis (P. arlricdata), Many-Stemmed Burr Daisy

(Calotis muLticauLis), and the globular blooms of

Pompom Head (C€p halipterum drutrunondil .

Other bright splashes of colour seen amongst this

vegehtion aJter mins includes the rich blue flowers of

Camel B ush (In cfto desma zeylanicu.rn),dull red bloom s

of Prince of Wales Fe ather (P tilotis po lystachy us) , the

large, wispy, bright pink blooms of Forrests
Featherflower (ys," ticordia for resti), the upright bush

of Marsh Stemodia (S. grossa) with mauve flowers,

L an ds cap e Cfia.racter'Tgp es

and glossy red flowers of Native Fuschia(Eremophila

maculata).

A common characteristic evidentamongst the scrubby

vegetation which mantles this gentle terain is t}le

presenceofashy grey fwigs and sinuous, twisted wood

of dead bmnches. Strewn over broad areas of bare

ground and spread below the aller, bushy vegetation,

this scattered cover conaass distinctly with the rictrly

shaded soils beneath.

'Ilaterforrt

Much of the subdued landscape of the Camarvon

Coastal Plain has becn shaped and carved by the broad,

sinuous watercoulses which dissect ftis terrain.

Altlough generally appearing as a chain of isolated,

quiet, glassypools suchas RockyPooland Chinaman's

Pool, the Gascoyne River is the second largest

watercourse in the SEte. Its irregular pattern is

characteristic, and where it flows genemlly once every

year, it can occasionally remain dry. Altematively it

has along history ofserious flooding, evidencedby the

vast floodplains which fan out broadly to the north and

south of its mouti at Camarvon. Tidal flats and

mangroves dominate the Gascoyne delta, with broad

sandy islands suchas Babbagelsland left isolated at its

moudr. be fore i[ flows inro lhe ca]m. turquoise waFrs

of Shark Bay.

The Wooramel River appears as a broad, shallow

trench which meanders lazily across the soutlrcm region

of the Character T)?e, where it enters the limpid waters

of Hamelin Pool, !o the norti of Gladstore. Its

perimeters are often defined by wide stretches ofbare,

flat clalpans scattered along its length, separated by

low sandy mounds.

The extensive, shallow reaches of the saline l-ake

McLeod at the north of the Cha.racter Type was formed

as a result of sea water leaching up through the sand,

andiris fed by the in-flowing watcrs of the Lyndon and

Minilya Rivers. Many extensive permanent pools are
scattered across its smooth, far-reaching surface, often

featuring flocks ofpelicans bobbing over the sparkiing
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was installe<l for trac(ing the lunar landings, but sinc€

then has gradually become obsolete with the progess

of technology, and is currendy unused. 
.

Conservation in this Charactei Type is exclusively

marine, dominated by the-near vicinity of the unique

Shark Bayregion. Theblue lvaters south ofCamarvon

ar€ encompa:rsed wiftin both the Shark Bay lvlarine

Pa* and also the World Hoitage boundaries of Shark

Bay. South of Kopke Point is tlrcllamelinPoolMarine

Reservg created for tie conservation of the uniqu€

Stomatolites whichoccurtvithin these quiet, turquoise

waters.
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Aesthetic Character Summarv

LANDFORM

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

Form: subdued, almost level terrain; broad floodplains and deltas; Iow, saldy riscs; tidal flarsi sandy dunes; abrupt cliffs; sreep
slop€s; flat-topped limestonehills; Fitzroy and Darudn rcefs: broad limestcne plaforms: windswepr dunes; prorniaent dune
ndges; gendy undularing rises; Ilar clalpans; moulded riverbant<s; broad, shailow, watcr-cawed channels; low, dissecred
limestone plaEau ftmnants; gentlc slopes; broad islmds;

long, curerng coastlinc; lioea. sandy ipples; eiongared depressions; long, parall€l dDne ridges; shore Lines; horizonuliy
st ia.ed cliffs; venical diffs; gentle curvc of lhe C"pc Cuvier emb:ym€rt; tumblinS cascades of pale sand; concave slopes;
limestonc pladormsi elongated ridges: water-caFed channels: horizonral shees of linsture;

nchly shaded red-bro\rn sand;pale suerches ofddal flars; bright, pale cre-am coastal forcduncsi pale grey shelly sand; Red
Bluff; grey limcsone pladorms; pale grey limesrone;

sandy plains; mgSed limcstcne cMfs; bare tidal flals; smoorh flats; sandy ripples; shelly sand; sandy dunes; rdbbly slopes;
smooah, sandy beaches; deeply pockmarked limcslone pladorms; ro{rgh pladorm: blow hole crevices; angula.limeslone
rubble;

arid, expo6ed impression of&e low-tying tandscap€; terrain often appears as lcvel as the disbn! h ori zon, win far-reaching,
open views ben€ath wide, cloualless skies: low domed dunes occasionally resrricr long views;

VEGETATION

Form:

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

isolaled clumF of Mangloves; Sarnphir€ flats; tiny forests of Mangrove roor frrger[ngs; conspicuous green islandsj mar
planrs of Sca Hqth tufts of Beach SpiniJex; clurnps of Marine Couch: smal Coas! Bonefruir bushes; flar srdches of
Samphire; spane scrub; spreadine Coastal Coppercups; bushy Waules; low, sparse ankle heiShr bushcs; dense, ratl rhickers;
spr€ading Kurara; rcund shrubs of Silver Poveny Bush; bushy Sandalwood; brcombush shaped Watrles; clumps of
Kerosene Grass; globular blooins of Po.nporn Head;

strands of seagrass; venical Mangrove root fmgerlinSs: prosr.ate rnat plams of Sea Hearh; ran ftickers; Engle of gro*rh;
wispy gr.sses; ered Kerosene Grds; deli@te, wiry flower srems; uprigh! Marsh Sremodia; rwigs ed sinuous, rwisied wood

discardcd brown se-agrass; darl red Samphie; gList€ning green alSae; lush grccn Mangroves: conspicuds Breen islands;
paie yelow B@c}1 Spinifex; bro*n led Samphire; pale oiiv€ scrubi grey-grea Wircw@d; bright yeLlow maroon-heaned
floweB of l,anl€m Bush; pink flowen ofcoastal Coppcrcups; grey, pde gold bd khaki bushes; palc srcen Bmmble Watde;
pale grcy Silver Poveny Bush; pink-whire Gascotne Mulla MuIa; homogcnors blanker of pale klaki shrubs of cascotre
Bluebush; mixturE of shrubs of brown to silverro brighr green; *hite llunts of River cums; biuc grcy bushes; rusr brown
Samphire; grey-gold gnsses; pale grccn Spinifexi kaleidoscope of colourtut wildfloweni pale creamy yellow Splendid
Everlastingsi c.andy pink Schoenia; vivid yelow Wrinkled Podolepis; rich blue Camel Bush floweN; dull Ied Prince of
Wales Feader bdght pid( Forrest's Feathcrflowe[ mauve flowers of Marsh SEmodia; glossy red Narive Fuschia; grey
rwigs;

bushy wanles: shcen ofalgae;low sandy rises doBed with planls; Wirewood foliagc: scrubby cover of Wardes; rwiggy
bushes; sdff Kuran; spihy needle rree; sprinkled cover of shrubs on claypans; smooth trunked River Gums; scoured
Papeloarks; feathery Gascoyne Mulla MuUa; Fearhcnop Spinifex; soft SpiniJex; spi\ Kerosenc Grass; carper ofnodding
blocms; Prince of Wales Feattrer; wispy Fonesr's Featherllo\pe4

vegebrion sometimes encloses thc long views over gently inclined lerrain, o{herwise, views liJniled by landform or y;

WATERFORM

Colour:

Texlure:

Form: Ilat clanans; flat expanse of l,ake Nlcl-eod; sheltercd wate$ of Shark Bay; calm, quiet warers; colutnrs of warer; quier
pools; vast floodplainsi broad, shauow rrenchi tranquil walers;

divergent Boodalia and Brown Channels; columns of water winding river counes: sinuous river beds; snaking river bed;

biue waten of Shark B ay and rhe Iadian Ocean; clearwaters of Shark Bay; clear blue walels of Cape Cuvieq foaming waret
shimmering bed of l-akc Mclrod: limpid walers of llamelin Pool; turquoise waten; crysalline wa!e$;

mirrored waren of Shark Bay; manhy flmdplains; glassy pools; dry, sandy bed; spa*ling waten;

Line:

LAND USE

Form: bores and round stone wells; sheer erosion and eullying from degradation; sah srock pile; prominent, scmi-spherisi
tEcking station; maaerials alld shape ofbuilt srructurcsi

Line: geomelic ncrwo* of evaporation pords; linear, protruding, mile long jcay; rowe;ng, Seometric windmills: stumps;
rectangular pladarion blocls; angular jety; white tracking sBrion: georneric shape of buih sFuclures;

Colour-: sleel windmills; Srey s.umps; rcctangular blocks of green planladons; rcd-brown alluvial soils; colourful boats; Crey
wooden jetty; glistening \thire sah sbck pile; colours of matcrials incorporaled inro built stmcrures e.g. red tile roofs;

Texture: wooden jetty; slone wells; sleel windmills; bare stumps; lush ptanurions; texrure of malerials inco|porarcd inlo builr
slructures, cg corTugaEd [on;
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irregular and very heavy due to tle influence of storms

and cyclones. An average of only 28 rainy days per

year are experienced in this very sunny region, with an

average annual precipitation ranging between 250-

300mm with the benefits offsetby the high evaporation
rate,

Landform
The North-West Cape Ranges Character Tlpe is

dominated by a rugged landscape of deeply dissected

limestone ranges and low rocky hills, contrasting

abruptly with the gende topography of the narrow

fringing coastal plains.

The southem region of the Character Type is a gently

inclined, deeply shaded red-brown sand plain with a

sparse scattering of low, elongated linear dunes.'
Intemrpting this low-lying landscape are rocky mounds

of eroded limestone hills, such as the Gnargm Range,

rough horizonal limestone platforms and patches of

sEewn pale grey rubbly limesnne, conrasdng vividly

against the red-brown sandy soils. .

Tapered cylindrical columns of termite mounds appear

in some areas over the gently undrrlating plains,

somelimes soen as the only intenuption ill a sea ofpale
green wavrng gnsses.

Moving firnhernorthin the CharacterType, the distinct

elevated ridgeline of the ranges appear as a silhouetted

backdrop to the plain. Giralia Range, Rough Range

and Cape Range are flat-topped plateaus of uplifted

limestone through the centre and east of the character-
type which have been carved into the spectacular steep,

rugged canyons and deeply dissected gullies seen

today.

The rugged natue of the ranges is emphasised by belts

of coarse limestone along fte cliffed ridges. Creamy
grey ourcrops and exposed areas of horizontally bedded

rock, are conspicuous against the pale rust shades high

up on the rubbled, steeply angled slopes. Low

windformed dunes of red sandy soil appear in scatter€d

arcas over the flat-topped ranges, mixed with tumbled
piles of rough boulders and a tiin veneer of richly

L an ts c ap e Chara.ct er'Tgp es

shaded red-brown soils over the exposed pale grey

rocky terrain.

The base of the canyons are formed by narrow sinuous,

dry cre€ks such as Shothole Canyon, their scouring
waters responsible for shaping the pattem of the
towering canyon walls, enclosing the open landscape

and channelling views between t-he Steep, diagonally

angled rugged slopes.

Numerous gullies and creeklines dissect the )vestem
side of the range. Yardie Creek is an intermittent
walercourse which winds betwe€n soaring, deeply
seamed, vertical cliffs and overhanging ledges,
reflecting rich, horizonfally striated shades ofpale rust,

cream and dark grey above the quiet pool of clear

water. The imposing cliffs sheliering the broad pool in

Yardie Creek decrease in height toward its mouth
where it is generally separated from fte glitt€ring

waters of the Indian Ocean by a narrow bar of bright,

smooth sand.

The dramatic visual conhast between the richly shaded

rangesand the nagow coastal plain ispronounced from
many panoramic viewpoints, such as along Charles
Knife Road. The narrow westem coastal plain is a
gently inclined landscape lying between the abrupt

backdrop of Cape Range and the rich mosaic of deep

blue and turquoise of the Indian Ocean and Ningaloo

Reef. Shallow channels which descend from theRange
in a series of shon, pamllel flow lines, dissect the plain,

fanning sedirhent acrcss the lowlying terrain which

has been swept down from $e higher ground after

heaYy showers.

Defining the westem edge of the coastal plain are a

series of low, domed dunes, which line tlte long, bright

beaches that mark the shorcs. Accentuating the fragility

of this wind buffeted coast are broad dunal blowouts

and windswept sand sheets which occur sporadically

along the coast such as at Juabi Point. Higher dunes

forming more prominent hi.lls, as at Maud Hill ne€r

Point Maud and Doublet Hill near Bruboodjoo Point,

occur scat@red along $e edges of fte gentle aic of
Coral Bay, offering stghtprctect.ion ftom tlteprevailing

sea broezes.
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mariza), surrounded by yertical root fingerlings, with

scattered sFcimens of Spofiedleaved Red Mangrove

(Rhizophora rrylora) with its tangled, diagonal prop

roots reaching into the water, and a few individuals of

the Ribbed-fruit Orange Mangrove (Bruguiera

exaistato). Samphires with Seaheath (Frankenia

pauciflora) andSeablite (Sueed.a austrclls) fringe the

Mangroves in the low-lying regularly inundated flats.

Dispersedclumps of taller vegetation contrast with t}le

bleachedgold Spinifex domes, therocky boulders, and

richly shaded rcd soils. Specimens of variegaEd pale

pink, whit€ and red trunks of the Variable Barked

B loodwood (Eacalyp t u s di u o nto p hl o ia) energe above

the general height of the vegetation, combined with

Kurraj ongs and numerous shrubby, broombush- shaped

Wanles. Scattered individuals of Giant Mallee (E.

o leasc) are sprinkled over the rcugh lorrain with disdnc t

bushes of dark geen, waxy leaves of Native Figs

(Ficus platypodia), and small clumps of the smootll,

white trunked Coolibahs (Eucalyptus cooLibah) seen

in sheltered valleys of the deep canyons. Smaller

shrubs scattered over the rough terrain include

Gregory's Wattle (Acacia gregoril, the pale mauve

flower of Coastal Hibiscus (Alyogyne cuneifurmis),

numerous shrubby Bloodbush (C assia oligophy Lla),

the pale, slenderWhiteCz-s,sia(C. pruircsa), the small,

silver-grey leaves of the Cape Range Grevillea (G.

variifu Lia), Yulbah (Erythrina vespertilio) fe:turing

bright red flowers, and Tangling Melaleuca (M.

cordiophylla)- A dense concenEation of shrubby

vegetation along the sinuous creeklines in the floor of

the canyons and steep-walled gullies emphasises the

line of t}te watercourses which flow intermittently

between the high, enclosing walls. Dark green leaved

Narive Fig are common along here as well as low

specimens ofCoolibahs, witll spreading Yulbah trees,

over a more dense cover ofpale gnsses and Spinifex.

The gently undulating red-brown terrain to the south of

the Character TWe is also dominated by a mixture of

pale olive to bleached gold grasses. Soft Spinifex in

scattered hummocks over the landscape is combined

with dense parches of Lobed Spinifex, wispy tufts of

Kangaroo Grass (Themeda austrolis') and pale geen

patches of encroaching Buffel Grass. Taller gley-

L a n ds cap e C frarac t e r'fyp es

geen shrubs appear at sparse intervals, occasionally

forming dense thickeB above the open layer of grasses,

consisting of Rattle B ush (G r evil I ea s t e rc bo try a) \\hich

dissipates further north, Wirewood, Kurara and Corky

BNk (Gyrostemon ramulosus). Smaller bushes

appearing regularly include many watdes such as

Marpoo, Gregory's Wattle, and Spoon-leaved Wattle

(Acacia spathulata), with the tangled, climbing bush

of the Shark Bay Daisy (Brachycombe latisquatrua)

dotted wit}t yellow hearted mauve fl owers, Clawfl ower

(Calothamnus crysa fterus), Flannel Bush (Solanum

lasiophyllum) and Grey Cassia (C. dzsolata).

Splashes of bright colour appear over the Character

T)?e from many bushes, dominated by the spots of

glowing yellow Wattlc blossoms sprinkled amongst

the olive green foliage in the winter and spring. The

mnges feame numercus flowering plants including a

pletiora of brightpink and occasionally whiteMoming

Glories. This includes the hairy Yardie Morning Glory

(l po mo eayar diensis), tie shrubbyRock Moming Glory

(1. costato), a creeping Moming Glory (Polyneria

ambigua) rscommon in the canyons, and trailing stems

of Beach Moming Glory (Ipomoea brasiliensis) are

found along the coast. Other bright spots of colour

emerge from the slender bush of Sturt's Desert Rose

(Gossypium stur tianam), the brightpink wispy blooms

of Fon-est's Featherfl o\y er (Verticordiqforre stii),with

the deep orange flowers of Coppercups (Pileanthus

ped.uncularis) ,

After good rains, the pale pink fuzzy blooms of Mulla

Mullas appear, including the l{airy Mulla Mulla

(Pilotus helipteloides), the Tall Mulla Mulla (P.

exaltus), urd the pompom flowers of the Mat Mulla

Mulla (P. axillaris). Mixed witi these are the startling

glossy rcd blooms of Sturt Pea (Clianthus formosus)
wi$r a red bulbous cent e rather than the usual black,

the richly shadcd Camel Bush (Trichodesma

zeylanicum), the pale yellow and red flowen of the

S lender Petalostylis (P . labicheoides) , and rhe white to

mauve b looms o f  the  low,  Wide Branch ing

tJschenaulda (1. subcyrrc sa).
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The unique proximity to the edge of the continental

shelf in tiis region is amacting a growing number of
game fishing enthusiasts !o the area. With tie deep,

clear waters harbouring many desirable specimens

such as Sailfish and Marlin, a chanerboat industry is

now Lhrivhg !o cater for the market.

The abandoned remains of a processing factory at

Norwegian Bay and a few protruding snrmps at Point

Cloats \rhich are the signs of a former jetty, are the
reminders ofthe whaling industry which once flourished

along this coastline until 1957 when lhe factory finally

cessed production.

The crystalline blue waters in and around the Ningaloo
Reef abound with fish which attmcts a flotilla of
colourful craft dotted across the water. Many divers

and snorkellers explore the vibrant display of colourful

undersea coral jewels which abound amongst the reef,

and the quiet, shallow turquoise lagoon attmcts many

waterbased activities.

The lines of shuffled tracks across l}Ie long beaches in

the summer are evidence of the nesring sites of the

Green Turde. This event, along with the mass coral

spawning, the arrival of the gentle giants - tie Whale

Sha*s, and the migation of the Humpback Whales are

all annual evens along this coast which arouse much
interest to residenb, ouristb and scientists alike.

The extensive reef has claimed many shipping victims

in the past, and sgveral wrecks remain visible today,

such as the "Mildura" off North West Cape. Many of

the ships were lost before the installarion of the tall,

cylindrical stone lighthouses at Vlaming Head and aiso

at Poin[ Cloats- where loday an aunmadc navigadon

beacon has taken over tie role.

The l{arold E. Holt Naval Communication Base at

Point Murat is characterised by the thifieen soaring red

and white steel lattice towers, secured with diagonal

metal guys which radiate from the tall, vertical

structrnes. These "needles of steel" are some of the

tallest structues in the Southem HemisDhere.

A marine park encompasses the unique reef atNingaloo,

L an ds c ap e C fiar act er Tgp es

extending from Amherst Point around the tip of the

Cape to Bundegi Reef, north of Exmouth, for the
prot€ction and preservadon of this significant marine
feature. An extensive terresFial conservation zone

covers much of tho Character Ty,pe . The Cape Range

Nadonal Park incorporates much of the rugged terrain
and spectacular scenery for which this area is renowned.

The lrrst oil discovered in Austral ia was found at
Rough Range in i953. As a legacy of this early
inrcnsj ve mineral cxploration, many geometric seism ic

lines are sti visible oday, some of which have been
rehabilitated, such as in the National Park, and others
have been utilised as station iracks and access routes

across the pastoral land. The oil found here was only
a small, unusable reserve, and today, much mineral
exploration is still ongoing both on land and offshore.

To tie south of fte National Park on the west coast of

the Cape, is a weapons testing range used occasionally

by the RAAF for bombing practice, targeting old

rusdng car bodies as their 'enemies .
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Aesthetic Character Summary
LANDFORM

Colour;

rap€red peninsuta: gendy inclined sou$em regicni heavity dissecred, uplified ljmestonc; Darrow coastal Plain; mngcs

IorminS backb<ne of lhe perinsula: genLle roprgraphy of coasral plain; low dunes; low hills; limestone plarfom s; iaP€red

cylindrical colurms of termite mounals: silhouetted beckdrop's; fla!_loPPed plateaus and ranges: sre€P canycnsi deePly

dissected Sulies;piled boulden; thin veneerof so s over rock; ovefian&ing ledSes; abrupt backdrop of ranges to ioastal

plain; domed dunes; broad dune biowours; sand sheers; pfominent sand hius; suMued hcadlands; balks of fossilised conl;

low islands:

furowed ranges; elongared linear dunes; horizonral limestofle pladorms; ridgelines; verticaly cliffed ridges; hori?,qttal

ourcrops of rcck; ste?ly angled sloP€s; towering canyon wals; diagonaly 3n81ed slaPes; soaring cliffs; vertic'I cLiffs;

horizonully stdated cliffs; narlow saidbat shorEline; long beacles;

rcd-brown sand plain; pale 8rcy limesrme; crEamy-grey ouicrops; pale rus! shades ofrock brighr beach sand; richly shaded

ranges; nch mosarc of deep 6lue and turquoise of rhe coaslal warers; Pale crcam sand dunes; white beaches;

rugged Cape Range; rocky mounds; rorigh limestone pladorms; limestone rubble; sandy soils; ruggcd cdnyons; baft

limestone; rubt,1y slopes; Iimeslcne boulders; deeply seamed clifis; smoo|}l sand; rouSh bmks of fossilized coral; coral

Jragme s in sand; sc-aEercd limestone ourcroPs; rocky Murioo lstands; sandy Fraser Island;

unrelenthg exposure ro elemenrs; canycd walls enclose and chainel views: paioramic viewpoinis show d.amatic cootrast

b€rween ranges and coasral piain; long views across subdued r€rra;n of southem rcgion of the characrer rr?e and coastal

Dlain:

T€xturei

VEGETATION

Colour:

Texture:

Scale:

Lin€:

t tt grou". ot to".ryps; bushy watdes; shnrbby cassias; spane blarlet of Srasses; sparse veSetalic{r; isolaled clumps of

MarLroves; cpen cover of vegearicn; domes of Spinifex; aller bushy shrubs: wisPy tufu of B""ch SpiniJex; stunted, low

br:shes; sprcading bushes of Ashby's Banksia; drick r.irnked Ku.rajongs; broombush-shaPd Waldes: sprcadiry Yulbah

tees; dense thickeast pa{npom blooms of Mal Mulla MuIa;

Slender pepprcress; verricat roor Eigerlings surrounaling Mangrovcs; ranSled, diagcdal pr.p rools of SPotted-leavcd Red

Mangrcve; slcnderwhiE Cassia; tanglcd Shark Bay Daisy bush; trailing stems of Beach Moming Clory;

pate, bleached grasses; pale olive and gEen Srdsses; lush grecn Mangroveq bl€ached gold. grecn' silver dd grcy mosalc;

iharp colour contrasr wirh soils; pale spiniJ€x; palc green Beach spidfex; red sephires; olive-srea1 bushe.r; black runrs

of Snakewood; briShl green Kurrajong leaves and rcd flowen; whire blooms of Hairy PePPerfloweq Grey Cassia;

varieSared pale pinlq while and red Btoodpo(}d uunks; daft grcen Narive Figs; whire trunked cooLibahs: Pale mauvc

Coasrt ttibi""oi lo'""r: bright red flowers of Yulbah and Cape Range Grevillea; yellow heaned mauve Shark Bay Daisies;

spors of glowirg ye[ow wanle blossorns: b,righr pink and whire Moming Cloriesi brighl pirk Forrest's Fcalherflowcr; deeP

orange Coppercups; pale pink Mula Mu as: $anting glossy red blocms of Stun Pe-as; Rough Bluebell; pale yellow and

red of Slender Peralo6tylis; white to mauve flowen of Wide Branching Leschenauftia:

sea of wavinS, rippling grasses: prokudinS crown of needle-likc spikes of spinifex; needle-likc leaves of cork TrE€; Hairy

pepperfio*ei; wary leaves of Narive Figi smoorh rmnked Coolibahs: wispy Forrest's Featherflowec fuzzy MuIa MuUa

blodns:

veg€raricn ofren spars€ and low, revealing long wiews io be enclosed by Iandform or y; occasional allcr rhickers of

vegeldlion enclose views: _

WATERFORM

Form: sheher€d emba]rnenr of Exmourh Gui,f: narrow creeks; quie! pools; bro3d pool of Yardie Creek; sbaUow chartels: fanned

sediments: broad saline mudflar: broad waren of Exnodh Cuff: udal flals: trapped pools of watcr; shallow warel;

Line: foaming Iine of rcef boundary: sinuous, dry cr€ks; sho( parallel flow lincs; gentle arc of Coral Bay;

Cotour i rich, blue *are4 turquoisc lagoon; brighr white foaming edge of reef; crystalline blue Indian Ocean; clc-ar wateE glirtering

sitver-blue water of Indian Oceaq clqr war€B of Exmoud GuU: pool of blue watcr al Yardie Crcck; rich deep blue 2nd

turquoise mosaic of the shaded marine envirqlmen!;

Textur€i foaming edee of r€ef; scouring waten; dry, mbble-Eled crcek bcds;

LAND USE
Form:

Line:

paraboLic dish antennac ai solar obscffarory; abandcned remains of whale Proccssing faclory; shiPwrecks: cyLindrical

lighthouses; needlcs of sleel commrmicaiion bwels: materials and shape of built slruclulEs;

airsrrip ar l-earmoor}t; anSular fencelinc diyisions; geonctic sleel windmils; sBSSered aligmenls of fishing tnwlcrs

across Exnou$r Gdf; rinear Sroyne; mgular woodol jeny; pro.ruding wooden slumps; lines of shuffled tlacks of cl'ecn

Tunles; tau ughrhouses; s@el lanice bwersi diagonal melal guys; la]l, venical strucrures; geomctnc seismic lines;

geometric shape of builr srructures;

conspicuous whire buildings of solar obsewatory; colourful trawlcn; grey wooden jeoy; flotilla of colourtu] crafc vibrdrt

display of rmdenea coral j ewels; red and white lowers; gr€y sbne lighrhou ses; colours of malerials incorPora@d inro built

smrcrures eg red rile rofs;

rvooden jary; rocky groyne; wooden srompsi cnfr doled acrcs rhe wate.t srone lighGouses; lexturc of matcrials

incorporaed inro built structuies, eg corrugated irco;

Colour:

Texturei
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Forming the. nortlem half of the Wooramel Plains
'Character Type, the Minilya Dunes is typified as a

broad sandbelt with elongated, linear red sand ridges

and inter-dunal corridors oriented in a north-south to a

north-west to soutl-east direction, These dunes are a

dominant feature across much of this area, curving

arcund to form an east-west orienlation at its southem

fringe.

Winding through this undulating landscape are broad

waercourses including flte MinilyaRiver, the Lyndon

River and tte extensive Gascoyne Rivsr. These are

seen as wide, shallow floodplains with dry, glavelly

beds carvod into braided channels, and lined by

undulating, mounded banks.

Some areas of limestone oul.cropping are conspicuous

amongst the shallow red sand of the broad interdune

depressions. Irregular, rough exposures of pale grey

pockmarked rock emerge above lhe sand, and low

mounded hills are occasionally seen along the eastem

fringe.

Generally cloaked by a dense Yegetation of broom-

bush shapedWattles, tlle views overtieMinilyaDunes

Sub Type are often enc losed, and only across Oe open

Saltbush flats is the gentJy undulating topography

revealed beneath wide blue skies.

The pale olive, spreading Hone Mulga or Wanyu

(Acacia ramulosa) is domirnnt over the dune ridges of

the Sub Type, with the tall Sandplain Gidgee tree (A.

anastema) reaching aboye thg surounding canopy,

with the tall, white flowering Rattle Bush (Grevillec

ste nobotry a). Rounded shrubs of StarFlo'N er (C lly trix

muricats), brightly orange flowering Coppercups

(Pileanthus peduncularis) and small shrubs ofForrest's

F6atherflower (Verticordia forrestit which display

bright, fuzzy pink blooms in springtime, are scattered

beneath the taller shrubs over the elongated sand ridges.

The dune flats between the linear ridges feature a

different group of vegetation. More common here are

Spreading Gidgee (Acacia subtessaragora), tie dark

green, needle-like foliage of the tall, rounded shrubs of

Kw na (A. t e tr a g o no p lry U a), d^rk trrvnked Snakewood

L an ds c ap e C fr nract er tgp es

(A. xi p ho p b I I a), Corky batrk (G y r o sk na n r amu I o s us),

and the olive, bushy Nonhern Sandalwood trees

(Santalum lanceolatum). Scattered, bushy shrubs

beneath the taller canopy include the sparse Gre€n

Cassia (C. chatelainiana),rheperle green, bushy Grey

Cassiz(C . desolata), the taller, rounded S ilver Poverty

B[sh (Ererrcphila pterocarpa) , Lbe staggly Shrubby

Rice Flower (Pimelia microcep&a/a), wiry looking

Currant Bush (Scaevola spinescens), and the fuzzy,

grey leaved Flannel Bush (So/anunr /a siophyllutn).

The dense cover of shrubby Waftles opens up gradualy

further north in the Sub Type. Thick, patchy groves of

Spreading Gidgee are scattered over the iopogaphy

interspersed with open terrain, dotted witi a sparse

cover of low, wiry bushes and pale gold grassy tufts.

Treeless flats fringe some of the watercourses, as at the

Lyndon River. The low, pale grey Dwarf Saltbush

(Atriplex codo nocarpa) is sparsely scattered over these

aras, with the glossy yellow flowers of the Satiny

Bluebtsh (Maireanageorgef and the dark green Nativ€

Fuschia (Eremophila maculata). After rains the

Saltbush flats are sprinkled with bright white nodding

blooms of Splendid Everlasting (Helipterum

splendidum).

The rocky areas of exposed limestone which occur

sporadically amongst tie richly shaded red dunes are

sof@ned by clumps of Mxpoo (Acacia bivenosa) , tall

shrubs of Limestone w attle (A. sclero sperma) , andthe

thin, straggly White Cassia (C. pruinosa), with pale

green hummocky domes of Soft Spinifex (Triodia

puhgens).

Grxses become a more noticeable component of the

understorey in the northem section of the Minilya

Dunes, where they are also seen mixed with low, sparse

shrubs on open Saltbush plains, as gold tussocky clumps,

or rounded, pale green to straw coloured spiky domes.

Thebroad watercouses thatwind withbraidedchannels

across the Sub Type are accentuated by a dense

concentraiion of taller vegetation. Sprcading shrublands

of Horse Mulga with Limestone Watde, Kuran and

Bramble Wattle are common in the drainage

depressions. Emerging above the canopy of shrubs are

1 4 6
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Minilya Dunes Sub Type
Visual Quality Classification - Frame of Reference

SCENIC
QUALITY

LANDFORM VEGETATION WATERFORM

HIGH *Dune ridge formations of
distinctive height or
configuration which are
visually prominent or
crcating a contrast in the.
surrounding landscape.

* Topographic features
which provide obvious
contrast to landform
patterns common in the
surrounding area e.g,
Wandagee Hiu.

*Distincdy dehned
watercourses or drainage
channels e-g. Gascoyne
River.

* Vegetation displaying a
diversity of species, height,
colours and density.

* Srongly defined pauems
of vegetation associated
with waterforms or
landform features e.g.
River Gums along
watercouses.

* Distinctive display of
seasonally fl owering plants
e.g. Everlasting Daisies.

*Permanent to semi-
permanent pools of waier
e.g. Cathada Pool.

* Watercourses or clalpans
which become distinctive
in the landscape relative to
thei association with
landform or vegetation
features e.g. Gascoyne
River.

MODERATE xDune formations and
gently undulating
topography which is not
visually dominant and is
surrounded by similar
landforms.

* Drainage depressions
which are not visually
prominent in the
surroundin g topography.

*Pattems in vegetation
evident but lacking
distinctiveness or
uniqueness rclative to the
surounding vegetation.

* Watercourses and claypans
which lack distinction
relative to surounding
landform or vegetation
featues.

LOW *t andform lacking in the
visual variety common to
the sunounding landscape-

* Areas of land which
display signs of
degadation such as
ercsion or gullying.

*Extensive areas of similar
vegetation with low
variation in height, colour,
density or contrast witi the
surrounding landscape.

*Areas of vegetation
displaying signs of
degradation.

*Waterforms absent.
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The Talisker Plain is the southerly, Sub Type of the

Wooramel Plain Landscape CharacEr T)?e. It is

wedged between the diverse heaths of the Kalbarri

Sandplain Character Type, the Mulga covered

Meekatharra Platgau Characer Tlpe, and the southern

comer of the low-lying Camarvon Coastal Plain.

This region is characterised by a very gendy inctined to

flat area of extensive, red sandy plains. With views

generally restricted by the dense thickes of bushy

Wattles, glimpses through gaps in thevegetauon, such

as over claJrpans, rcv l a broad, cxpansive view with

the landscape appearing as level as the long horizon.

Dividing this apered Sub T)?e is the broad course of

the Murchison River. While more spectacular towards

is mouth, in this region fte red sandplains slope gently

towards fte banks where it stretches out into a wide,

shallow floodplain oftwining, braided channels. Eroded

areas of limestone are seen in patches a.long lhe

floodplain , contrasting brighdy against the rcd sandy

soil.

The elongaFd Lake Ncrramyne on the eastem border

below the Murchison River and the numerous small

cla)?ans to the north of the watercourse, including

Mungawolagudi Clalpan and Billilly Cla,?an, occur

in a major depression to the east of tie S ub Type and are

traces of the former tributaries of the Murchison River.

Other broad depressions occur sporadically across t}le

terrain, edged by slighdy elevated boundaries.

In the southem part of tlre Sub Tlpe are small areas of

genrly sloping stony plains and low limesbne rises

which, when occurring in an area of sparso vegetation,

are quite distinct against the surrounding landscape.

These areas are often ty?ified by patches ofbright, pale

grey rubble strewn over tie richly shaded red sandy

$ound.

The Wooramel River at Oe nonhem perimeter is a

highlight of the Talisker Plain. Much of is periphery

is characterised by broad cla)?ans with crusted, glazed

Landscap e Cfra.razter lfypes

and cracked mud surfaces. Towards the eastem half of

the Sub Type, it flows tfuough a region of low, rocky,

flat-topped breakaways and deeply dissected scarps

which look over the undulating, gravelly domes

adcentuated within the braided channels of the

floodplain below.

This area is dominated by a cover of very dense

broombush-shaped Wattle scrub. These tall, bright

grcen to oliye thickets are a prevailing characteristic in

this region, enclosing and channelling views over the

plain. Occurring most frequeBtly amongst t}le scrub is

Horse Mulga or Wanyts, (Acacia ramulosa) with many

otier bushy Wattles including tlle sharp, needle-like

foliage of the bright green Limestone Wattle (A.

scLerosperma), and the tall, shrubby grey-green

Sandplain Watde (A. murrcyana)-

Low Eees become the occasional focus above thc

almost level canopy of shrubby Wattles. These

generally consist of the grey-green of the White C'?ress

Pine (Callitris cotYllaris), with patches of Eucal)?ts

such as Giant Mallee (Eucalyptus Oleosa), the pale

yellow-pink and dark gey trunked Mallalie (8.

eudesmoide s) and Oldfield's Mallee (8. oldfieldii).

Along the sinuous floodplains, drainage depressions

and cla,?ans, &e vegeration thins out slightly, allowing

for a more exensive view of the gently inclined, rictrly

shaded red sandplain. Along t}te floodplain are a

scattered cover ofbushy Wattles including Jam (Acacia

acuminata),Horse Mulga and Limestone Waftle, witi

the prickly, straggly low trees of Bramble Wattle (4.

victoiae), the darktrunked Snakewood (A . eremaea),

with roundod clumps of Broombush (Melaleuco

uncinata).

The main channels of thg major rivers throughout this

Sub T)pe are made conspicuous by the concenFation

of taller, dense vegetation which marks tieir course.

Emerging above the thickly wooded banks are fte

smooth, white trunks of River Gum (Eucalyptus

canaldulensis), with the dark green bushy shrubs of

Lesser Bo[lebrush (Callistenan phoenicezs) below,

which are decoraEd by stark red cylindrical flowers in

spnng.
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Talisker Plain Sub Type
Visual Quality Classification - Frame of Reference

SCENIC
QUALITY

LANDFORM VEGETATION WATERFORM

HIGH *landform features which
display distinctive or
contrasting colours or
forms e.g. Limestone
outcropping.

*Distinctly defined river
courses, drainage channels
or watEr bodies e.g.
Murchison River.

* Areas of abrupt, diss&ted
slopes and breakaway
scarps e.g. Upper reaches
of Wooramel River.

* Strongly defined pauems
of vegeation associited
witi waterform or
landform features e.g.
fringing kke Nerramyne.

* Distinctive displays of
seasonal colour e.g. Spring
wildflowers.

* Vegetation which displays
distinctive pattems and
diversity in height, shape,
colou and texture e.g.
emergent Eucal'?ts.

* Intermittent waterconrses,
claypans and saline lakes
which become a focal point
due 10 contrast with
associated landform and
Yegetation fe3tures-

*I-ong standing to permanent
water features e.g.
Callytharra Pool.

MODERATE *Broad shallow valleys and
drainage associated
dissections which are less
distincdy defined.

*Slightly undulating
topography which is not
visually prominent and is
surrounded by similar
landforms.

* Vegetation patterns which
display the height, colour,
texture and spacing found
commonly in the
sunounding landscape..

* Intermitlent watercourses
or claypans lacking
distinction relative !o the
surrounding landscape.

LOW *I:rge expanses of
virtually fl at topography.

*Areas of land which show
signs of degradation such
as erosion or gullying.

*Areas of native vegetation
which are noticeably
degraded.

* Extensive areas of similar
vegeation witi little.
contrast. in colour, texture,
height and spacing.

* Waterforms absent.
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'llateform

These lowlands are traversed by many seasonally dry

north flowing rivers and sfeams forming ext€nsive

deltas and floodplains with occasional permanentpools.

Tidal lagoons and mudflats occur as many areas on the

Indian Ocean coastline are subject to seasonal

inundation.

Lan{ tlse lPattenu
Widespread sheep turd beef cattle graz ing.

1.7. Afo,ttagine ,{i[k

Landform
Steep ranges and disscctcd flat toppcd hills which rise

abruptly from the surrounding plain. Several rivers

travel though the landscape creating narrow gorges

and vallev olains.

'/egetatian

Scattered low eucalypt savanna and acacia shrubland
wrn mulga, ano mlxeo grasses. 5parse ln some areas.

glaterform

The hills are traversed by several rivers including the

Nullagine, Oakover and Shaw.

Lan['Use lPatterrc
Beef cattle grazing is predominant, witlt some areas of

sheep grazing. Mining and exploration drilling occur

widely over this region.

Signifbant featuru
Oakoyer River and Carrawine Gorse.

18. Cfiicfiuter fuLrLBes

Landform
A long, narow range with. a gently undulating plain

forming a plateau. The nonhem, westem and eastem
perimeters become rugged with escarpments !o t}lc

plains below. The southem margin is a gradual but
rough descent to tho Fortcscue Vallcy.

L a n ds c a p e Cfin rart e r'lg p es

Uegetation
Wide spread spinifex and mixed grasses on rocky

slopes with medium shrubs, scattered trees including

Snappy Cums and uller shrubs. Vegctadon is sparse
rn many areas.

'Wateform

These ranges are a division between two drainage

basins. Several rivers flow from l-tle nonhem side of

the Ranges. Fortescue River drainage occurring to the

south.

Land'Use lPatterns
Mining is predominant, with beef and sheep grazing.

Conservation reserves also occur.

Si4nificant features
Deep gorgcs and pools at western end.

19. fortucue'/a[fey

Landform
t-ong, broad U-shaped valley with wide open sandy

plains.

'/egetat n
At the western end of tie valtey thick hummock
grasses underlie scattered tall eucalypts and acacias.

The central valley area features low woodland with
mulga groves, on the eastem plains savannah and

scattered shrubs are common. Saltbush and samphire

are associated witl salt marsh which occur on the

eastem plains where drainage is ill-dehned and sluggish.

'l|aterform

The Fortescue River is the dominant waterform in this

area. The river remains inFrmittent until it reaches
Millstream at the westcrn edge of tie valley. Here,

powerful springs convert the river into a permanent

watercourse with several large pools. An exlensive salt
marsh occurs at the eastem end of this valley w here the
fl oodolains become narrow.
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26.'lanafta JaruLpunns

Lan{form
An exlensive area of desert sandplains without linar

sand ddges. Scattered low ranges and tablelands, and

occasional granitic hills and small areas ofsandridges.

'/egetotion

Acacia shrubland with hakea featured'in some areas.

Scattered trees in small regions, and grasses:re

widespread rhrcughout.

'vlateform

Occasional salt lakes and minor creeks of intleteminate

drainage tenninating through evaporation.

Land 'Use lPattertrs
Balgo Aboriginal Settlement in rtle cenhal Tanami.

Sparse open range grazing for beef catde.

27, $ifisonDuert

Lan[form
At the west of the Rawlinsoh Range, this is the central

and most elevated secdon of fte region, consisting of

an extensive area of gendy undulating laterite plains

broken only by rare mesaform hills, linear ridges,

breakaways ald dunefields.

Uegetation
Hardy vegetation in these conditions consists mainly

ofdivene spinifex gra.sses, mulga scrub arid parkland,

with scanered bloodwoods and desert oaks-

vloterform
Si ated in t}Ie centre of lhe Wesrcm Plateau drainage

system, featuring sesonal lakes.

Lan['Use Qatterns
Gibson Desen Nature Reserve.

28. Littte San[u Desert

Landform
This rcgion of numerous widely spaced linear sand
ridges of NW-SE orienlation, forms a drainage basin

with Lake Disappointment at ia lowest poinl Some

hills and low ranges arc also evident with breakaways.

'/egetation

Mostly hummock grass with sparse mulga and desen

oakcover. Mixed shrubs, acacia, gevillea and scattered

eucalypts (notably desert bloodwood) ocrur between

the dune ridges. Mallees common at tle southem end.

Vy'aterform
The largeLake Disappointrnentdrainage basin featured.

with other associated seasonal saline lakes.

Lan[ 'Use lPattertts

Conservation estates and Aboriginal settlements with
increasins Tourism.

Significant featuru
Camarvon Ranges and Canning Sock Route

29. GreatSanftt Desert

Landform
A rolling plain consisting almost endrely of linear sand

ridges with a NNW-SSE orientation. Clearly marked

valleys apparent, forming part of an ancient dminage

system.

'/egetation

Sparse savarmah with desen oaks and ot}ter isolated

trees in the northem section and sparse shrubland a4d

spinifex in the southem areas. In the salt lake regions,

samphire and saltbush communities dominae.

Waterform
Man-made wells along the slockroute. Ancient drainage

system with chains of narrow salt lakes.

rca
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ilaterfornt
Indeterminate drainage areas here with large clay pans.

Some slow meandering creeks such as Sturt Creek cut

into the plain. hecipitation: 300-400 min.

Land'(ke aPattefts
No significant land use.

Significont featuru
Wolfe Creek Metmrite Crater.

34. Or[efain

Landform
A widespread,low lying area ofplains andhills. Some

rugged areas exist, with outcrops, boulders and mesas.

Waiercourses have cut narrow, ve ical sided ravines

in limestone, and rocky hills in sandstone areas. The

Argyle Dam has flooded the lowest part ofthe plains.

Uegetation
High grass savanna to sparse scattered rees with

spinifex and shrubs on stony ground. Isolated areas of

treeless clay plains with short grasses and otier mixed

grasslands.

Waterform
Three major rivers dominate this area, the Ord,

Nicholson and Negri. The immense man-made l-ake

Argyle features here also.

Land'Lke Qatterrc
Open range grazing of beef cattle occurs on pastoral

leases. Areas reserved for water catchment and wildlife

management.

Signiffuant feoturu
Lake Argyle, the Ord River Dam.

35. Spingaate r{itk

Landform
An extremely rugged and varied region of ranges with

dominant escarpments, ridges and rounded hills,

dissected by deep gullies and gorges. This includes the

tiltcd sandstone ( "hog-back") stata of tie Osmond

Ranges. Irregular undulating plains occur in isolated

areas.

Uegetation
Found here are low, open, occasionally sparse, eucalypt

woodlands combined with areas of high and low

gnsslands.

ilateform
An area with inrricate drainage pattem. The fast runoff

from the steep sided landscape causcs many streams

and rivers to originate here, forming deep gullies and
gorges ln some areas.

Land'lke lPatterns
Open range grazing of beef cattle is predominant and

mining occurs in some areas.

Significant featuru
Uniqucranges e.g. Bungle Bungles including Piccaniny

Corgc, Echidna Chasm, China Wall.

3 6. L eop o [[ - D ur ac frfumg es

Lan{fortt
A narrow belt of steep sided, flat toppod ridges adj acent

to theKimberley Plateau. Theseridges are dissected by

sreep somctimes venical sided valleys, giving dre

terrain a very rugged appearance.

Uegetatbn
Lo*, open, grassy woodland communities with

scattered trees and shrubs over a mosaic of srasses.

llaterform
The ranges are dissected by many rivers and streams

which create thc characteristic erosional valleys.

Land 'Ike (Pattenrs

Aboriginal Communities occur in this region, with
open iange grazing of beef cattle on pastoral leases .
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and Aboriginal reseryes occur over this region.

Conservation and To urism are becom ing an increasing

land use in the area.

Signifiunt feaaru
Bonaparte Archipelago, Walcott Inlet, Prince Regent

fuver,,{dcock Gorge, MarmingRiver Gorge, MitcheU

Plareau. Mitchell Ptateau Falls.
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