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SUMMARY

This document reports on the third year of implementation of the chuditch recovery
plan. Financial support continued from ANCA’s Endangered Species Program, World
Wide Fund for Nature (utilising & grant from Alcoa), and CALM. The revisions to the
plancommenoedinl993wueﬁmﬁsedandsaﬁsfactotypmgmhubeenmademan
actions. Smdiuixuothehnpaaofpmibedwmingregimesmdﬁmberhmuﬁng
onchuditchandotherﬁngeatmdmammdloommencedinthejamhfoteaofsquh .
west WA. l‘heoompleﬁonofthemwchhnotheknpwtoffoxeomolonm :
enabled CALM to commence Operation Foxglove in May 1994 whereby 450 000 ha of
jmahformwmberegdaﬂyfoxbaitedtoenhancetheoonwvaﬁonofﬁma,
including chuditch. POpulationmonitoﬁnsconﬁmxed at Mandssing, Batallingand -
Kingston. ThecapﬁvebgeedingoolonywasmaintainedatthePa'ﬂlZoo. One fitter of

populaﬁonammeonﬁmdmmmbmwmmmﬁm‘
monitoring area. Negotiations were completed with the Department:of Defence about
the use of the adjacent BmdoonTmmngArea for chuditch consecvation.
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1993/4 to reflect changesinactionundbudgets. Themajorchangewastbehwhnion
ofatrialmnsloeaﬁonwldimuConsmaﬁonPukbefomattanpﬁnsaumdoaﬁm
to the semi arid areas. Theﬁrstreoovetyobjectivewasmodiﬁed slightly to “Average
daﬂympmccwsmunmnitoﬁngsitesinlmhforeammininsuorhauﬁng
above 1%, and an additional recovery objective “The maintenance of a population in
atleastonesani’uidmonitoﬁnssite”wasinchldecl The revised recovery plan was
approved by the CALM Corporate Executive, Lands and Forest Commission, National
PuksandNammOonmaﬁmAmhoritymdtheWmAumalian_Mhiﬂufonhe
Environment during 1994. mplmwmbewbushedmcwwmﬁ s
Mmgememrrogameadyinlws. Co o
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6 December at Dryandra Woodland. The Minutes from the July 1 rmed the
b o e Progress Report for 1994; Membership of the recovery e s aa follows:.
IR R oLt e i ni. s‘i"“ a-’.,-;..
e Keith Morts - (Chaiy +--CALM Woodvale” """ "0 £ "0
* Dr Andrew Burbidge CALM WATSCU ‘
Ms Sally Stephens ANCA ESU
Mr John Gardner Alcoa
Dr Ray Nias WWF
Dr Graham Hall Perth Zoo
Mr Bob Hagan - CALMSFR
, Mr John Skillen CALM CFR
Mr Paul Brown CALM Swan Region
Mr David Mitchell CALM Wheatbelt Region

ArepmauaﬁveﬁomCAlM’sWildlifeBnmhnolong«attendsRmvami
meetings.
3.  RECOVERY PLAN STATUS AND FUNDING

The recovery plan completed its third year of implementation in 1994, and was
~ funded by ANCA, WWF (Alcoa grant), CALM and Perth Zoo. .




4. PROGRESS ON RECOVERY ACTIONS

Habitat Managemeat

mggwtsﬂmtthisvaypatchyandwolhnnhdﬁnhimpaaoncm&tchinthem

Denlogs,whid\containeddepeodanyo‘mgattheﬁmoftheﬁm,werq‘notmm
therewasmapparanmomlityamonsnduhdmditchTherewusomeip&aﬁmM
two ofﬂwfmﬂanmdumdwbpomdethnmfonowingMﬁa
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Pre logging sampling at the Kingston
abundance, di ibution and refuge ned 1
beenooﬂeotedbutnotyetanalysed. Trap ch range be ;
- l.O%andtenanimalshavesofnrbeenﬂttedwithmdiocoﬂm, Lo%isduem

commence in February 1995.

and corridors are used by indigenous mammal species will not become apparen
their numbers increase following fox baiting. . - =

Action 3.1.4 - Clearing of habitat: : .

The proposal to harvest timber in Kerr forest block, near Balingup, resulted ina
dispute between the WA Govemment and conservation groups. The chuditch was
known to occur in the area. The conservation groups were successful in obtaining an
injunction to prevent logging in the area and lawful proceedings are now underway.




Research into effects of fox baitiag

-Momtonngoftl\eannngclmdltchpop\MOnoomumedupunofoﬁu
research (woylie monitoring, impact of prmibedburmngondndudl) Trap success
rates reached 8.5 %, thehngh&ﬁxanyknownpopﬂaﬂonofdndltch Body weights
ofnmlesandfexnalesmAugustavuagedHOOgand100gmpecuvdyandhm |
declined comparedwnhprevnousbodywelghtsatlowuab\mdanoes

Themcceuofthemwchmﬂnmpadoffoxbmungmdmditchhuenm
CALM(wnhAlooamppon)toeomenceOpunhonFoxglehme,whaeby
450000hgofjamhforesmbmdtoeomrolfoxea An extensive fauna monitoring
programhubemmmmuwedwmmineﬂﬁnﬂoﬁmmgmmum
scale. MBMngareahasbealmorporatedunOOpmmFoxglqveandthe
adjaoanforestprwmuﬂyusedas_an* 18 ar'ti
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researchxmotharﬁlologyanquuuem its. “Se
establish a separate captlvebreeding colony to prowde .
Themmweyedmdthemﬂtsmshowanath"ma?OOOmpnigmsmly
one male was trapped in the wheatbelt. Tt was interesting that this animal was also
trappedml990atLakeMagmtaNatureRaerveandnmstbavebeenatleastSyem
old when retrapped in 1994. This animal was taken to the Perth Zoo where blood and
ear tissue was taken for DNA analyses. The animal died in captivity in December
1994. .




Reserve name Area Number of * Result
trapaights

Lake Magenta 1050 (April) | no dmdxtch trapped
Nature Reserve 1 400 (July) | onc male chuditch trapped.

North Kalgarin STe8ha | 250 (April) | no chuditch trapped

Nature Reserve 250 (July) no chuditch trapped
200 (Oct) | no chuditch trapped

Reserve No. 31111 3 000 ha 520 nodmditd\mpped,recorded
Heuthkat,BmslmilPommmd
Brush Wallaby

Dongolocking 1400 ha 1000 | no chuditch trapped
Nature Reserve -

Boolenalling Nature | 669ha 482 no chuditch trapped

Frank Hann National |
Park 1

" 7800 (Sept) | no chuditch trapped

Tablel,  Sumiary of chiuditch surveys in the wheaibelt during 1994.
Additional surveys for chiditch were undertaken in the Fitzgerald River National Park
fust 1o the cast o the town of Ravensthorpe Dragoa Rocks Niture Rebesve (24 000

ha ) will be surveyed for cimditch in 1995.
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Action 3.5 - One itter of six young (3.3.0)

Anothet sb:youngwaeprodub‘édbytwﬂd

the Zoo for veterinary treatment in June. Sixteen (7.9.0) 1993 captive bom young

were released ot Julimar in Maay. Twenty eight (12.16.0) remain at thé Z80, 15 of

these are surplus to,oquirements and wil be relcased of given to other Zoos. Two

wild caught adult males will be acguiredin 1995 for the breeding colory.” Seven ~
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A serological investigation of chuditch from Julimar, Batalling and Peith Zoo was

completed under contract to Stephanie Haigh in 1994. Blood samples from animals
from Julimar and Batalling were found to be positive to the protozoan parasite
Toxoplasma gondii, although the clinical symptoms of toxoplasmosis were not
apparent. This disease requires cats and another intermediate host for transmission.
Perth Zoo animals tested negative to Toxoplasma. All chuditch tested negative to the
zoonotic bacterium Leptospirosis interrogans and Clamydia psittaci. A report on this

study is lodged at the CALM Woodvale library.



Translocation

-ThetranslocatedpopuhtmnatluhmarComavanonPutwumomtaad
in August. Trapwccecsmtesoverdwmonnonngtransecthavemamdeomm
since January 1993 (TableZ),mggewngthatmunbmhavembﬂuedmﬂnsm A
surveytoectabhshoccupmcyofothuarwot‘ Julimar is required and will be
undertaken in 1995. A further 16 captive bred Chuditch were were released into Julimar in
May 1994. Theeewerereleasedwtheeastofﬂnepreemtmmtomstmnsea,and

none were trapped during the A“S“’t '
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baiting of thesouthanhalfoftbeBmdoonmihmytmmmsmwhwhedjmtb
northern boundary of Julimar Conservation Park. This will provide bitté protection
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recovery plan through slarics Tor & 16scaIh soicitiot and dicirict otaff and vehicle -
standing fees. The Perth Zoo contributed $ 10 900 through staﬁ'salaﬁuandve!ncle

running costs.

The ANCA grant included $ 26 400 for assistance with the maintenance of the captive
breeding and health management program at the Perth Zoo.

This was the last year of funding of the chuditch recovery plan by WWF (Alcoa grant)

under the present agreement The support for

this programme over the last three years

by WWE and Alcoa is appreciated and duly acknowledged.




6. CONCLUSIONS

The implementation of the chuditch recovery plan progressed well in 1994. The
broadscale fox baiting of the jarrah forest commenced and this will enhance chuditch
populations and provide the opportunity to reconstruct the forest medium sized
mammal fauna. The survey for chuditch in the wheatbelt had disappointing results and
the likelihood of establishing a distinct semi-arid captive breeding colony may need to
be reassessed. Major studies into the impact of forest management activities on
chuditch and other forest fauna were commenced and good progress was made on
these. By being included on the 09 (Perth) Telecom White Pages cover in 1994, the
chuditch recovery program was also used to promote the role of government, business
and commuaity in the conservation of our threatened species.



