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In order to achieve the first primary objective ofthe wetlands conservation Policy fol western Ausftalia,

namely ,,to prevent the fufther loss or degradation ofvaluable wetlands and wetland types, and promote

wetland conservation, creation and restoralion ,

the Governmentwill, in addition to the actions listed under other objectives,

1.1 ensure coordination and cooperation between its agencies in order to achieve the policy's

ob)ecti\esi S tate Gouemment agencies

I.2 encourage cooperation and coordination between commonwealth, state and Local Govemment

and private sector organisations for the conservation ofwetlands; State Gouemment agencies

1.3 ensure land and water-use planning procedures recognise wetlands and promote the conservation

of wetlands on a catchment or regional basis; MIP & WRC jointly

1 .4 provid€ for a statutory environmental protection framework unde r lhe Enuironmental Protection

Act 1986 for the conseflation of important wetlands on private and public lands throughout

Western Australia, and assist the EPA in the development and review of statutory environmental

protection policies; DEP

1.5 promote, implement and monitor the effectiveness of wetland environmental protection policies

and associated regulations (e.g. the South West Agricultural Zone Wetlands Environmental

Protection Policy); DfP

1.6 ensure that any proposals likely to have a significant environmental impact on wetlands arc

referred to the EPA for environmental impact assessment and assist the EPA with assessm€nts; DrP

1.7 assist the EPA with the publication of policies and criteria for the environmental impact

assessment of new developments which may alfect wetlands; DEP

1,8 ensure that any prescribed premises discharging waste likely to affect wetlands are subject to works

approval and Iicensin g under lhe Enuironmental Protection Act 1986; DEP

1.9 develop guidelines based on ecological grounds for provision of"buffers" between proposed

developments and we tlands; MIP WRC, DEP & CALM jointlg

1.10 develop and promote the use ofa single classification system, including vegetation classification,

for the wetlands ofWestern Australia; t'lRC & CALlvl jointly

1.11 on a catchment or regional basis, prepare inventories of the wetlands ofWestern Australia, in

particular their distribution, attributes, functions and uses; WRC (phgsical aspects) & CALII

(biological aspects) jointly, DEP (Enuitonmental Protection Policy registers)

1.I2 periodically review the state (quantity and qualib]) of the wetlands ofwestern Australia through

comparative inventories and monitoring, on a catchment or regional basis, to identi$ and suggest

remedies for any failures in achieving the aims of this policy; WRC & CALM (both inuentories &

monitoring) & DEP (State of the Enaironment rcporting), jointlq

develop a wetland evaluation process, including identification of"beneficial uses" and management

objectives, with Statewide applicability, that will assist in ensuring that planning and management

decisions concerning wetlands and their catchments are based upon as complete a knowledge as

possible of current and foreseen wetland values; WRC CALM & DEP jointlV

evaluate wetlands on a continuing basis as knowledge becomes available and circumstances

chan4e; WRC & CALM jointlg

1 .13

1.14
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ln order to achieve the second primary objective of the Wetlands Conservation Policy for Westem

Australia, namely "to include viable representatives of all major wetland $pes and key wildlife habitats and

associated flora and fauna within a Statewide network ofappropriately located and managed consenation

reserves* which ensures the continued survival ofspecies, ecosystems and ecological functions",

the Government will, in addition to actions listed under other objectives,

2.f through wetland classification, inventory and biological survey, identifu major wetland types and

key wildlife habltals; CALM & WRC

2.2 assess the extent to which major wetland types and key wildlife habitats are represented in the

State's conservation resene system; C/ttI

2.3 where appropriate, reserve additional representative wetlands and key habitats for conservation;

CILM & DOLA jointly

2.4 give adequate emphasis to wetlands, wetland buffers and wetland catchments in the purchase of

conservation lands: II|P C,4l,i4

2.5 dev€lop management goals, management c teria and monitoring programs for wetland reserves;

releuant managetnent agencies, principallg CALM (NPNCA, MPM & LFc-uested reserues ) & WRC
(local go,emment,Water Corporation & WRC reserues)

2-6 with provision for community input, pr€pare and implement management plans for wetland

reserves, or facilitate their preparation and implementation; relerant management agencies,

principa g CALM, WC

2.7 provide for the management ofwetland resewes; releuant management agencies, principalla

CALM, WRC

Kimberl€y billabong



uqqqJo'l ull olotld

{,&Faqurry) suooaEl tul?d

'uoDE^lasuorro, tulpnlrul 'asodrnd duE ro, Pa^rasar spuqla/ltol uaja.I ,.sa^rasar puPlla l,, ]uauatPutl^l

pup't pup uoq?^rasuoC Jo luauqredao aql 6q PagPuPuI puP {ruoqlnv sadasad pu! siF?d ?ur'rPl,{ aql uI

pals?^ spary lueuageupl^l aur.l?N pue slEd auuPl^t 'sa^lasau amlPN auuPl^l pue 'iil$oqlnv uogeMasuo3 arnleN

puP s{rPd leuoqeN?ql0o ar". aql rspun parqd)ur psisa^ slrPd uotrP^rasuoS puPqrPd IPuorl?N 
'sa^ras,u

antpN s? palputlsap IalP {ro puet (luauuia^o3 alES) u'rlorC ro s?ar? aI?.,sa^!sa.r uolls rasuo:),,

NM:tlxteasat paPlar pue luauaBeueu 'aseqlJnd puellaa\.loj 'trllqnd 
lelauat ?ql pue rollas

alp^ud aql se llaav\ se 'sraF€ueur puP slaud4o 'sJasn puPlla (uo{ spunJ asl€r ol lsn{ P qqlqslsa VI'Z

IrlTV) I C\LW eg1 
'OH:su?lqo.rd ollnbsou.I pu€ a8prtu

aruesrnu se qlns sanssl 3llqnd qlld{ Eull€ap Jo spoqlau ?^qlsuas-^llEuauuoll^ua dola^ap iaqunj tI'Z

/,v?FJ . sratnq al enbJPP

]o uorsr^ord aql pu€ 'sa^lasar uoqeuasuol puPnarltJo uoqPpllosuot pue luauqsllqEsa ol uoqPlar

ur {lrelnlqred 'sanlp^ pupllad{}o uondaliad s,lllqnd ?ql ur slqaqlsa?Jo aJusl-Iodtul ?ql aleaqsanut ZIZ

,t?HJ .'spllqrale6\ &olPlEttu roj qEIqPq se

^lpr?adsa '?f,uerrjru8rs 
Fuoil€uralul Jo spuella4\ djpuapl o] paPaau salpnls Uoddns pue a{suaPun ll'Z

l{7tP :tugo}Fotu Pu€ 'Es }uP^alar

Jo AurulP.rl 'qJreasar pue luatuaapueu 'aseqlrnd puellar!\ roJ alus'lslsss qlFa,1\uou'IluoC {aas
'sprrqr?lei &otpraltu pup spuellarh ol EuqPIar sluaulaarFe Puolleulalul Jo suolsr^ord ?ql rapun 0lZ

,/7H, :spuPllai{ Pue sPrrqrale&

tuolerFrur ]o uoqpN?suotr aql ol Auqelar quauaarBP Fuoqeu.ralul .rapun saqlllqlsuods?r sll lqlnJ 6'z

frIulo! Og ? I{7VJ

AgO ilJN 5AA4:to))as al€^ud aql pue luauu.la^oC IPf,o'I pu? alqs [q padoldua sra]lgo uoqernpa

pu€ srasr^pe 'sraaeueur 'vauueld 'srarruo {lllod pupllaM loj su.I€lao.ld Furuleil apho.td pu€ dola^ap S'Z

I
I

I
1l



In order to achieve the third primary objective of the Wetlands Conservation Policy for W€stem Austnlia,

namely "to maintain, in viable wild populations, tlle species and genetic diversi$ of wetland-dependent

flora and fauna",

the Governmentwill, in addition to actions listed under other objectives,

3. 1 review the state of knowledge of the taxonomy (classification into genus, species etc.) and

geographic distribution of the flora and faura of weflands; CAI'LI & WAM

3.2 undertake and support research needed to clarifu the taxonomy and distribution of poorly known

groups, paficularly those considered to be ecologically important (e.9. rushes and sedges,

crustaceans, aquatic insect larvae, diatoms , rotifersl; CALM & WAM

3.3 undertake and support research needed to clari$ ecological roles and requirements of species
judged to be important in the maintenance ofuetland values (e.9. melaleucas, casuarinas,

eucalypts, rushes and sedges, ostracods, chironomids, waterbirds); C"4Zrrf

3.4 undertake and support research needed to clari$ the influence ofwater chemistry (e.9. salini$, pH,

nutrient loads), hydrology (e.g. seasornl variation in water depth) and microbiolog
(e.g. decomposition and nutrient cycling) on ecosystem functioning and tlte maintenance of

species dvercilyi CALLI & WRC

3,5 undertake and support research needed to clarifo the role of fire in wedand environmefis; CALM

3.6 ttrough recovery plans and management progams seek to prevent the extinction of threatened

speci€s of indigenous, wetland flora and fauna (e.g. western swamp tortois€) and threatened

wetland ecological communities (e.g. lake Toolibin); CALM

3.? manage utilisation, where permitted, of species of wefland flora and fauna (e.g. boronia, crocodiles)

so as to ensure tiat haruests are not to tie long term det ment of tlle populations of those or

other species or tieir habitats; CALM

3.8 ensure that tangible, long term benefits for the conservation of harvested species and their habitats

result from utilisation of wetland flora and fauna, where permitted; C4rll

3.9 endeavour to manage tle wetland resource so as to maintain spe cies divelf.ity; CALM & wRC

3.10 review the implications of possible climate and sea level change for the maintenance of wetland

flora and fauna species diversity and wetland ecosystems; C,4r.&1, WRC & DEP

3.11 seek opportunities for mitigating adverse effects of possible climate and sea level change on

wetland species diversity and wetland ecosystems; CALM, WRC & EPA
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In order to achieve the fifth primary objective of the Wetlands Consewatioa Policy for Westen Australia,

namely j'to greatly increase community awareness and appreciation of the many values of wetlands, and

the importance of sound management of the wetlalds and their catchments in the maint€nance of those

values",

the Government will, in addition to actions listed under other objectives,

5.1 further involve the community in cooperative scientific and cultuml research, monito ng and

management projects relating to wetlands, wetland biot4 and wdtland cakhmerts; CALM, W:RC,

AAD & WAM

5.2 further develop, with community input, a u,ide range of wetland educational material and activity
programs for schools, teltiary instifutions, State and Local Covernment autlorities and advisory

services, target audiences and interested groups and individuals; ED, WRC, DEE CAD4, AAD &

encourage and support the establishment and operation of a small number of strategicallyJocated

wetland centreE e.g. Herdsman lake Wildlife Centre and Cockbum Wetland Centre; CAZrf

investigate opporfunities for increasing tou st use and enjoyment of weflands through increased
publicity and the provision of improved, guided access to appropriate wetlands, particularly tlose

of international, natiornl or regional significznce; CALM & WATC jointlg

obtain and provide resources needed to ensure that improved tourist access, where provided, does

not detract from, and where possible, enhances, wetland values; C,4r" & WAN jointlg
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) assists the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA)

and the Minister for the Environment in administration of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. The
Act applies to all lands of the State, provides for the preparation ofstatutory environmental protection
policies (EPPS) and establishes environmental impact assessment (EIA) and pollution prevention proce-

dures. Wetland EPPs have been prepared and EIA procedures employed to protect irnportant wetlands
across the south west of WA. The DEP encourages and assists in the conseruation of wetlands outside of
reserves and provides advice on wetland protection objectives and regulatory matters to the EPA, Covern-
ment and the community guided by the goals of sustainable development and biodiversity conservation.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING

The Ministry for Planning (MfP) is responsible for advising the Western Australian Planning Commission
on land use planning and policy matters. This is achieved through the preparation and review of region
schemes, corridor plans, local authority town planning schemes and scheme amendments and the
development of planning policies. Through its land use planning processes, both statutory and non
statutory, MfP has a major influence on the establishment ofwetland resenes and the determination of
appropriate land use in catchments in urban areas. MfP acquires substantial areas of land, including
wetlands and fringing vegetation, which is reserved under the Metropolitan Region Scheme for Parks and
Recreation. MfP is therefore an "interim manager" of some impoftant wetlands until the establishment of
future management by an appropriate authority.

Microbialite reef (Lake Clifton)
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ACRONYMS

The following acronyms appear in this document

AAD Aboriginal Affails Department

AgWA AgricultureWesternAustralia

CALM Conservation and Iand Manag€ment

DEP Department of Environmental Protection

DOLA Department of Land Administration

ED Education Department

EPA EnvironmentalProtectionAuthority

HD Health Department

LFC lands and Forest Commission

MfP Ministry for Planning

MPRA Marine Parks and Resewes Authority

NPNCA National Parks and Nature Conservation Authority

WAM Western Australian Museum

WAPC Western Australian Planning Commission

WATC W€st€rn Australian Tourism Commission

WRC Water and Rivers Commission

Westem S$amp Tortoise (Pseudemgdura umbrina)
Photo - Babs & Bert weUs/CALM
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