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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

o . e

PAPERS

RELATING TO THE

COCOS-KEELING AND CHRISTMAS ISLANDS.

No. 1.

Acrine Governor SMITH to Coroner STANLEY.
{Received 21st October 1885.)

Government House, Singapore,
Sir, 16 September 1885.

WiTm reference to previous correspondence I have the honour to report that having
received information from the Naval Commander-in-Chief that H.M.S. ¢ Espoir ” was
at my disposal for the purpose of proceeding to the Cocos-Keeling Islands, I arranged
with the Senior Naval Officer here that she should leave on the 10th ultimo, and I deputed
Mr. E. W. Birch, Second Assistant Colonial Secretary, to act for me in making the fullest
possible inquiries regarding the occupation of these islands, and the character of the
administration by the Ross family. 1 enclose a copy of the written instructions® which I
gave to Mr. Birch.

2. The “ Espoir™ returned on the 9th instant, and I now transmit copies of Mr. Birch’s

Report, and also copies of the Report which Lieutenant and Commander Adams, &.N., Sm'l\ilsss,
has made to the Senior Naval Officer. Sept. 4

3. The resultof the visit is almost in every respect satisfactory. The natives are well
treated. They are increasing in numbers, and lead happy and contented lives. The
members of the Ross family are intelligent and capable men, of good education and
disposition. They are quite fit to be trusted with the exercise of magisterial powers.
The British flag is alone hoisted on the islands.

4. Mr. Birch’s Report is very full and interesting, so little being known of this out-of-
the-way piece of British territory. I trust that you will concur in thinking that he has
performed the duty with which he was entrusted with ability and discretion.

I have, &e.
CECIL C. SMITH.

Enclosure 1 in No. 1.

The RerorT of Mr. E. W, Bircs, deputed by the Officer Administering the Government
of the Straits Settlements (Mr. CeciL C. SMITH, C.M.G.) to visit the Cocos-Keeling
Islands. 1885.

In obedience to the instructions of His Excellency, I embarked on board H. M. S, Voyageto
‘ Espoir,” Lieutenant and Commander Horace R. Adams, r.N., on Monday morning, %}‘;ﬁfs‘m
the 10th of August. We called at Batavia to coal, and, after a stay of two days there, )
left carly on Sunday morning, the 16th. Having the South-east Trade with us we
proceeded under steam and sail until noon on the 18th, when the breeze freshened up
sufficiently to enable us to stop steaming and go on under sail alone. The weather was

fine until daylight on the 20th, when we experienced sharp showers of rain. The wind

* Not printed,
96100,  Wt, 18770,
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fell with the rain, and so, g..» 73 up steam again, we pushed on and reached the (‘ocos
Islands at 10.30 a.m.

Cocos 2, We entered by the channel between Horsburgh Island (on the right) and Divection

Harbour.  Teland (on the left), and, after steaming slowly for pbout o quarter of u mile into the
lagoon, anchored in smooth water of betweéen five and six fathoms. Ships drawing not
more than 20 feet of water can easily enter and occupy this anchorage, which has a coral
and sandy bottom and affords good holding ground.

;gétﬁipﬁon 3. The islands present a much larger appearance than a cursory glance at the chart
Tslands. or the perusal of Forbes's book (“A Naturalist’s Wanderings in the Kastern Archipelago™)

leads one to expect. I cannot better describe their general appearance ihan by borrowing
from the language of the Rev. L. C. Spicer, a naturalist, whose researches Captain Adams
was able to further by giving him a passage from Batavia to the islands. *“The group
of coral islands called the Cocos form a roughly broken circle nearly approaching the
horse-shoe shape commen to coral atolts. The islands are of varying size, some being
from one to seven miles in length and others a few hundred yards, while the smallest are
simply mounds of coral sard crowned by a few coco-nut palms. They are connected
under very shallow water by the hurd cement rock on which they rest, and which is
formed by the. disintegration, ‘through the blows of-the heavy swrf, of an enormous
quantity of corals and marine shells. Outside the islands, and nearly all round the
group, 2 natural barrier protects the lagoon, and seawards of this bar there is a sudden
slope-into very deep water. The appearance of the exteri.r aud of the interior of the
islands-is sirikingly different. Towards the ocean the heavy surf breaks over the jagged
rocks-and washes large pieces ashore. The interior shores zre guietly washed-by a clear
-green shallow sea, and the smooth sandy beach forms a pleasant contrast to the green
vegetation abuve it. The circle of the islands bounds = lagoon for the most part of very
shallow water with pits of varying depth. The land is evidently rising, and, at some
distant time, will form a circular island surrounded by a crater-like edge. .“The resem-
blance of the whole to a giant crater is very striking.”
4. The islands are over 20 in number ; they are, for the most part, very nairow,-and,
without any exception, are thickly planted with coco-nut palms. The beach is covered
- with pumice stone which was washed ashore scme five months or so after the Krakatoa
eription in Augvust 1883. The sand is the whitest and finest 1 have ever sees, #nd,
under the inicroscope, shows the most minute Shelly particles. ‘The clearness and
buoyancy of the water in the lagoon makes sea-bathing very pleasant, and, though sharks
are said t6 abound, no accident bas ever.occurred. -

Visitof Mr. . *:5..Immediately.after the  BEspoir ” was brought to anchor Mr. Charles Ross, who,in

-Russ. the absence of liis elder brother Mr. Gecrge Ross, is in charge of the islands, called on us.

: He was accompanied by a cousin, Mr. William Ross, I briefly explained the object of
our visit, and Mr. Charles Ross repedtedly assured me that -he and the other membuers of
the family would he bappy to render every assistance towards my inquiries. From the
earnestness of his manner it was cléar 'tc e that our visit was & source of unmixed
pleasure to him. He and some of the fainily af first thought that war had broken out
and: thaf therefore a-man-of-war visitéd them, but when [ told them that the head of the
family had applied at home for a_grant, Mr. Charles Ross at once explained that the
laying of « telegraph cable from Batavia was theiv dream, and that they wished for
definite relztions with the British Government for the purposes of the cable. He corro-
borated his brother’s statement that somé old title-deeds were lost in a great fire that
.occurred in thie island many years back, but | was never able to obtain from them any
description of what the old deeds, referred to, consisted. o

The Ross 6. The following is a list of the Ross family. 1 will preface it by saying that the
family. . . {amily name is Clunies-Ross, every member of the family being so christened : —

© (1.) George Clunies-Ross, the present proprietor of the islands, is:44 years old. He

. - was educated at Elizabeth College, Guernsey. Is married, and has nine
children. He is at home now, and about to return by way of America. His
wife and two of his children (a little girl and baby boy) are in the Cocos.
Mrs. Ross is Cocos-born and talks no English; though she understands it.
She was. most civil and hospitable to us. I was her guest.during the whole of
the visit. The rest of this family, three daughters .and. four. sons, are being
educated at home, R

R .
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(2.) Isabella Bayntoi, 42, is the second of the family. She lives in London, is a
widow, and has yo children. She married a Captain Baynton, of the Royal
Navy.

(8.) Charles Clunies-foss, 40, now in charge of the islands, was educated at the
Madras College, St. Audrew’s, and afterwards at St. Andrew’s University. He
is a strong, active man, and, like his brothers Edwin and Alfred, was a great
foot-ball player, boxe: and fencer in his younger days. He was brought up to
engineering. He is married, and has a son and four daughters. 1is wife and
three girls are in the islinds. One daughter is at school in London, and the
son had gone to Batavia in one of the provision schooners. He is a hard-
working and astute man.

(4.) Edwin (lunies-Ross, 38, was educated at the samc places as his brother Charles.
He was brought up to mercantile business, and was for a time in the Chartered
Mercantile Bank at Batavia. He is married, and has three sons and three
daugh:ters, who are all in the islands. He is a handsome aud very pleasant
fellow.

(5.) Eliza Clunies-Ross, 36, is a spinster and lives in London.

(6.) Alfred Clunies-Ross, 34, was educated 2t Edinburgh University. He was a

: medical student but did not graduate. He livesat the Cocos and is the doctor of’
the p'dce. He is a buchelor, an exceedingly well-informed man, talks well on
most snbjects, and is very popular with the natives. He is an excelent
carpenter.

(7.) Alexander Clunies-Ross, 32, was educated at the Madras College. St. Andrew’s.
He was-brought up as a sailor. He is married and has two little girls. They
all live at the Cocos. He is in charge of the boats, sails, &e.

(8.) Andrew Ferguson Clunies-Ross, 27, was cducated at the Edinburgh Institution.
He commands the family schovner *J. G. C. Ross™ now at Batavia. He
married a short timne ago.

(9.) Jobn Duncan Clunies-Ross, 25, is a bachelor. He is a farmer in Wellington, New
Zealand. He was also educated at the Edinbureh Tnstitution.

The above facts show that the Ross family is one that shows no signs of being likely
to die out. They are a remarkably healthy-looking lot, and the brothers are fine
muscular men of more than ordinary physique. The hard out-of-door 'ife they lead is
in itself healthy. "They have been well educated, and are quick and inteiligent. They
can turn their hands to any kind of work, and take much trouble in teaching the people
every description of handicraft. Their manners are extremely courteous, and what they
call their ““ rough hospitality ” is unbounded and thoroughly cordial.

. 7. The history of the islands, as I pathered it chieﬂy from Neh Basir, the oldest Early history.
inhabitant, now in his eightieth year, is as follows :—

The Raja of Bandjer made a present of the old man’s mother (together with a number
of uther people, ubout 200 in all), to Alexander Hare. Neh Basir’s father was left
behind in Bandjer, but his mother accompanied Hare to Malacea, and there Neh Basir
was born.  Alter a stay of a few years in Malacca, Hare left with all his people, wandered
over- Borneo and Java, going finally to Bencoolen. In 1820, when Sir Stamford Raffles
was Governar of Bencrolen, Hare made up his mind to go to the Cape and, as it was
neeessary that he shounld take his followers there as freemen, he procured for all of them
certificates of emancipation fiom slavery. T'hose of Neh Basir and of a girl Daphne, who
afterwards became his wite, I have seen and I attach a facsimile of his certificate.* After
a stay of nearly seven yeais at.the Cape, Hare and his followers came over to the Cocos
Islands in 1827, and found them quite uninhabited. In the meantime, i.c., in 1825, the
-oviginal Ross, the grandfuther of the present proprietur, had come to these same islands
and finding them unoccupied, had returned home to Scotland to induce people to come *
‘out ‘and colonise the.wn. When he returned in 1827, he found that Hare was there,
Curiously enough, Hare had been brought there in a ship commanded by Ross’s own brother,
viz., the ** Melpomene,” in which vessel Hare had a large share. 'The two factions lived
on bad terms with -each other, and though wany of Russ’s colenists left the place owing
to its being already occupicd, the Ross influence exceeded that of the Hare. Hare, an
idle man of most eccentric habits, was gradually deserted by his followers who, headed
by Neh Basir, went over to Ross.  Finally Hare left the islands, and, it is said, caise to
Singapore to die.

* Not printed.
A2
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Aiﬂgfxgion 8. In 1854 Ross died, and was succeeded by his son J, G. Clunies-Ross, The islands,

o7 The 0% which had been from time to time called at by ships of various nationalities, received g
formal visit early in 18567 from ELM.S. “Juno,” Captain Fremantle then took
possession of the group in the name of the British Government, and appointed
Mr. J. G. C. Ross to be Superintendent. The ““Juno” remained some three monils,
and the incidents of her visit are strongly imprinted on the memories of some of the
islanders. Before she left, a Russian man of-war called in and saluted the English flag.
I was so fortunate as to come across certain documents, of which I attach copies,* which

Laterhistory. clearly show what was done at the time. In 1862 a terrible eyclone devastated the
islands. In 1864 H.M.S. “Serpent,” a surveying ship, called there. In 1871,
Mr. J. G. C. Ross died, and his eldest son, the present Superintendent, succeeded him.
In 1875 another cyclone occurred. It was terrible in its fury. It killed the coco-nut
trees on most of the islands, and destroyed the houses of the people and many of the
brick buildings and factories of the Ross family. Three aneroids went past the lowest
mark and stuck, the mercurials being dashed aguinst the wall and broken.

The British 9. It is admitted that before 1857 the Dutch flag was flown on Cocos vessels trading
with Batavia, and in one of his letters Mr. J. G. C. Ross states that he was a naturalised
subject of the Netherlands, but o one will admit that the flag of Holland has ever been

_ hoisted on the islands themselves. The Ross family distinetly assured me that no other
flag than that of England bad ever been flown by them since 1857. This is corroborated
by the older inhabitants. The inclinations of the family are decidedly British, and there
is no reason te suppose that their assurances in this respect are open to the suspicion of
a donbt.

Population. 10. The population of the islands is divided into-two classes :-—(a) Coeos-born Malays ;
and (b} imported coolies from Bantam {Java).

The Census Statistics of past years were taken to Europe by Mr. George Ross, but the
following figures for 1874, 1880, and 1885 will show that the population is on the
increase. It is the policy of the Ross family to reduce.gradually the nuinber of imported
coolies, but they encourage the permanent settlement of these coolies in the islauds.

Cocos-born. Bantamese. Total.
18796 - - - - - - 292 198 490
1880 - - - - - - amw 125 - 435
1885 - - - - " - - 377 139 516

In former years the coolies were convicts sent over for work in the Cocos hy the Dutch

K authorities, but they were a turbulent set of men, and the last of them were sent away in
1875. ‘This accounts for the falling off in the Bantamese population shown in the réturns
for 1880. _

Census, 1885,  The present population may be summarised as follows :—

Male. Lemale,
Cocos-born :

Married - - - - - . - - - - 63 63
Widowed - « « « 4« <« . . - 8 1
Unmatried = - - « <« « - <« e 20 P
Children - -~ - « 4 . 4 . . 164 . 104
16 | 1se

‘Badntamese : ‘
Married - - N - - - “ - - 30 30
Widowed - - - « « « - - . 2 5
Unmairied - - - - - - - - - 15 1
Children - - - - - - - - 20 87
76 68

* Not printed.
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11. The registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages is coropulsory. All births and Registration
deaths must be notified to the head of the Ross fami?y within 24 hours, and any failure °f Pirthe &e
to do so is punishable with a fine. In the case of marriages it is obligatory on the

married couple to go, immediately after the celebration of the marriage in the mosque,

to the office of the Rosses. They are accompanied by their parents, by the elders of the

village and by the chief priest, and the eniry having been made in the register is attested

by the priest and by u member of the Ross family. Divorces are also taken note of, an
endorsement being made opposite to the marriage entry.

There have been 158 births since January 1, 1880. Of these, 85 were the births of Births,
boys and 73 of girls.

In the same period there have been 57 deaths, 33 being males and 24 females., It is Deaths.
worthy of note that of the number of deaths no less than 35 resulted from beri-beri.

An epidemic in 1883-84 carried off 24 peaple.

There have been 91 marriages since 1855, of which number 23 have taken place since Marriages.
January 1, 1880. Marriages are celebrated in accordance with Mahomedan law.
Amongst Malays in our parts of the Peninsula it is customary for the parents to arranze
the marriages of their children, but at the Cocos the European custom is imitated, each
man being at liberty to make his own choice. If the woman gives him any ground to
hope that his attentions are not displeasing to her, it is customary for him to make some
little ornament or article for use with his own hands and present it to her. “The usual
present made is a little comb made of tortoise-shell and worn in the back hair. One
pretty little girl was in possession of eight combs so presented to her. She presented us
with two of them which had been given to her by lovers who had since proved faithless.

No.man is allowed more than one wife.

Divorces are by mutual eunsent and are obtainable in the forms prescribed by Divorces.

Mabomedan law. Only two have taken place since 1855. :

12. The exports of the place are copra, coco-nuts, coco-nut oil, béche-de-mer, and Exports.
méngkudu (2 bark used for dyeing purposes). The Cocos copra is said to command the
highest price of any placed on the market, and the people attribute this fact to their
patience in waiting till the nut falls from the palm instead of plucking it. From October,
1882, to the end of 1884, 1,527 tons were exported at an average price of 19l per ton.
The actual quantity of nuts used to make up this quantity was close upon 11 millions.

Coco-nuts are also exported to Batavia and elsewhere at the rate of nearly 1/. 18s.
per thousand. During 1883 and 1884 half a million were so exported. .

Coco-nut oil is manufactured in three qualities :—(a) hand-made cold-drawn; ()
hand-made cooked ; and (c) machine:made oil; the first quality (¢) commands a price
varying from 31/ to 31L 10s. per ton; the second quality fetches from 30I. 15s. to 31/
per ton; and the inferior quality (¢) from 29/ to 30l a ton. In all, of all three
qualities, about 2,500 piculs are exported annually. Eighteen piculs (Dutch) equal
one ton. '

Béche-de-mer has not been shipped for some years, but the seas abouund in it and, on
the return of Mr. George Ross, it is expected that the trade in this respect will be
re-opened. The average price in former ycars was about 14 17s. 6d. per picul.

The price of mengkudu is said to vary very much. The last shipment fetched about
21, per picul. About 60 tons are exported annually.

All produce for the European market is called for once a year by a chartered vessel.
Produce for Batavia is sent up in the family schooners. Coco-nuts are sent to Batavia,
coco-nut oil to London and Batavia, copra generally to Hamburg, once to Liverpool, and
once to Lishon.

13. All provisions are obtained from Batavia, one of the Cocos schooners making a Imports.
trip for this purpose once a month. The imports include rice, sugar, flour, tea, coffee,
tobacco, sago, pepper, gambier, gum benjamin, green peas, clothes, and turmeric. These
stores are all kept by the Ross family and are sold to the natives on any day of the week
that the people ask for them, except on Saturdays.and Sundays. Anything special that
the people ask for is ordered and sold to them. This year, for the first time, the Ross
family tried the experiment of getting out a shipment of stores, &c., for the islands from
London. They did so to the extent of 5,000{. worth. The invoices had not yet arrived,
and the goods were iot yet unpacked, but the shipment contains clothing, house and cooking
utensils, crockery, cutlery, glass, mechanic’s tools, guns, fishing rods and tackle, and all
manner of articles of use.

14. The principal imported article of consumption is, of course, rice. This is served Rice,
out to the people every Monday. It is calculated that each individual consumes 1 lb.
per diem, and each family is allowed to buy to that extent, Sometimes the schooner may

A3 '
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* be delayed by stress of weather or other -causes and then the supply of rice ‘may fall
siort.  Whenever this happens (which it is said very vavely to do, but which was
viifortunately the case when I was at the Cocos) the rice is served out sparingly, and
each person can only buy hall’ the allowance, but then he is only compelled to work
flivee days a week, all extra work at such times earning extra pay. The measures used
for-meting out the rice afo mude out -of and called “bainboos.” One bambon may he
takeinr to be the equivalent of 1 1b.

- 5 bamboos of rice are worth R in copper. . ‘
7 bamboos a week is the quantity allotted to Bantamese coolies according to
their contracts. , o ‘
10 bamboos (the largest measure) = R1 in copper.
A rupee in copper, i.e., Cocos currency, is taken to be equal to two-thirds of a
silver rupee. ’

Tish. 15. The surrounding seas literally teem with fish and the nalives are most expert
boatimen and fishermén. They use the large and small nets known to Malays in the
Straits, namely, the jaring and jala, but their chief skill lies in harpooning.. It is very
rari: to see a man miss a shot with the harpoon, the accuracy with which they throw
beirig little short of marvellous. On oné occasion two or threée of us were Wading
through ¢oral shoals on 6ur way outto a'boat anchored in deeper water when-a largish
fish suddenly darted past us and, quick as thought, a Cocos man who was walking by me
'went after it. The clixse was:exciting. We could see the flushes of the fish ds'it darted
backwards and' forwards-and as it turned, baulked by-the man, who képt-on- citting it off
at angles. Finally, it went through a mass of sed:weed-and weé-had made up our minds
that it had escaped, when the mai hurled his hafpoon -and retutiied with his prize—a
fat ¢ beard-fish,” s6 called from-the fact of its baving two'barbs hanging from its- lower
* jaw. ‘Green fishingis exciting work, some of the. large green fish making great play.
.A’‘member of our party caught one of, these fish which weigled exactly 30 lbs, The
parrot fish of a very. beautiful greenish-blue coluur abounds, aud there are fine varieties
of thered.and grey mulle. . e . : ,
"No fishing stakes:or weirs-are.allowed—a. useful regulation which: gives the poor man
an.equal chdnce with: his richer:neighbour. « S

v

. . ' .

Coco-nuts. 16. As I bave said before, all the islands are thickly planted with. coco-nuts. ,In.the
Settlemeit and West Islands the space between. the trees is kept clear and: the appearance
is-more thyt.of a plantation, but in:the other islands all the nuts, leaves, and rubbish are
allowed. to accumulate. “Two'or three times a year,.a working party goes,over, picks up
.and husks.all the nuts,and then leaves. the. refuse, sometimes .burning it. The rotting
saway cf all this: ruibish, which is. assisted by the working of: small ants, forms a:good
manure for the trees. In some of the islands a regular undergrowth grows up, and in
some, such.as Direction Island, the wild and very sweet papaw grows luxuriantly: .

. ' The coco-nut trecs are mnot stepped (monkey-laddered) liere us they .are eyerywhere
else. Theé:fruit has a:very thick husk; the nut itself being small-and-in some cases:quite
diininitive. The-kernel is very thick;and though thenut:does not give much water it;can
produce more copra and oil than much larger nuts. The nuts:assume all sorts of fantastic
shapes, the most remarkable being the horned coco-nuts, which liave «excrescences like
ram’schorns growing outside the husk. Tke branching palms on: West Island are very
remarkable... . C oL R R SRR T AT

SugarToddy.  The natives draw sugar from the palm, but no toddy is allowed to be:made by them
. for their own.use:; it used to- be, but it led+to. inuchidrunkenfiess..andy. Mr. Gébrge. Ross
had to forbid iis manufacture. Coe A P O S R
Soap. ‘Séap is wadé by placing ashes ona perforated boafd, and by péuring: on water which
dissolves the putashi; ¢ausing it to trickle through. 1t is-then mixed: with-coco-nut oil, is

tested by hand, and boiled till it bécomes thick, when it ig cooled dowii-in-a pan:-  *»

X7s i F e . [T o, ,' Sy Yis o Deg ee iy TR i I PR oy e gt
Vinegar. . Vinegar is also made. * It 5 merely toddy put into & bottle, corked down and li;rft"fo
staiid for u,'fonﬁlgh,iglit.‘ ST v 1 RN N .“ o
. . ¥ . . 47 . Y M ol Lt :i‘, Lot . N, L .';.:‘ RITEIERY
Bread, The €ogus process. of making, brend is. very simple. The flour is; plaed'in a Jange, tray,

salt is, sprinkled over it, and toddy of two, kinds, .(sweet and bitier) is added in small

quantities by means of a ladle. "All is well mixed and, in a good sticky gﬁggg, i5.beaten an
. a.ablesprinkled over with flour; it is then raised in both hands high above the head and
' *hdrged down over and over again on ‘the tible and witen well beaten is puit into’ moulds.
“At'the end of tliree hours froni the time thie procéss commenced, it is placed in'the’ qi?é}l
.'andbl‘lked. <. . LR . PR ot . B SR AR A YA H
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1. Since 1874, 18 ships from Australia have called for water, which is put on board Ships eslling
at a charge of 10s. per ton, In 1879 four of these ships ¢ame in, but as a rule unly for water,
one calls in each yeur. The last ship that called arvived on the 17th of July 1884,

The islanders can put about 40 tons of water on board a ship in o day, They used

to have a flume 80 yards long, with cast-ivon pipes runuing from Setilement [s'and

into the sea to carry the water, but it was destroyed in the 1875 hurricane and has

not been repaired since. .

18, The Bantamese coolics ure engaged by the Rosses’ Agent (Messrs. Tidman, Lmported
Balfour & Co.) in Batavia, and they receive what is called a sea-pass to enable them "
to proceed to the Cocos :— .

(Translation.)
No.
‘ Sea-Pass.
Good for one! Year.
Residency, Batavia. Division Town and Suburbs.
Permission is hereby granted to the natives
- to- travel by sea from here to the Cocos Islands by the Cocos Islands Schooner
taking with them baggage. :
-Under obligation that in case of longer stay than 24 hours at the place of
.destination, or any intervening place, this pass must be presented for visé to the
head of the local Government. .
Batavia, the | 188 .
For the Assistant Resident of Police,
The First Commis.

Their engagements are for such terms as they agree to, generally for 10 vears, but
in a few cases they have engaged for three years only. “They receive an allowance
of seten bamboos of rice a iveek, firewood, coco-nut oil, salt, and medicines; frec.
They are allowed small plots of land and get the materials to build in the same , |
way -as the Cocos-born. "They may take coco-nuts for their own use from South ° “*7}j,
Island at any time between moon on Naturday and surnset on Sunday, and they may
fish wherever they like. Their pay is Rs. 10 a month for nutting, and they must for
this husk four hundred nuts a day. Tor other work they are paid Rs.8 a mouth.
Three Bantamese have been registered as naturalised Cocos-men, having expressed
their determination never to leave the islands. Four others have been in the islands
for over 20 years; 17 more have lived there for more than 15 years. Thus it will be
"seen that no less than 24 men, out of a total of 47, have overstayed the terms of their
engagements. It:is not at all uncommon for. them, when their agreement< have expired,
to go back to their country with a free passage and to-again return on the same terms.

There are actually 42 able-bodied-coolies at work, and of these 14 have credit balances
with the Ross fainily ranging from 20 to-254-guilders. The above facts establish pretty
clearly the conclusion that the Bantamese may be looked upon as likely to become
permanent settlers. \When once married they generally muke up their-minds to stdy in

. the islands with theit families. S . -

The matrimonial customs:of the Bantamese are peculiar. They have to send to Batavia
for wives, whom in wany’cases they have not known before they .come to the islands. No
Cocos-born will intermarry with the Bantamese or *gooligs” as they ure called, so when
a cooly wants a wife he:goes to the Ross family and asks that one may be imported
from Batavia. In-some casés, where the men have a good credit balance lodged with the
Rosses, they take an advingeand go and choose their wives. As a-general rule, however,
the Rosses send to'theiragents for the women'in such number as; they are required, and, on
the arrival of the schooner with the women, the applicants for wives make their choice, and,
after celebrating the marriage, make the necessary entry in the register. Their private
life is not so moral as that ‘of the Cocos-born, but there is not much serious c¢rime.
-Eleven years ago somé of them made off with 'one of the island schooners, but they
‘were re-captured. None of that gang are here now. Tifteen years ago, one of them
killed his wife and was sent to Batavia for punishmént: by the Dutch anthorities.

* Thad! a long, quiet talk with. their Pgnghilu, Satipan, who first came here in 1868,
returned. to. Batavia in 1880, and came back to the islands after a short absence. He'is
-nvevery: way-contented and-has no complaint to make cither on his, awn account or that
of any of his people. L e
A4
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Currenoy. 19, The currency of the place is paper money, stamped notes of sheep-skin signed by

the head of the Ross family, They are of six values, viz,, } rupee, § rupee, R, 1, Rs, 9,
Rs, 8, and Rs. 5.

The following fac-sin.iles will explain the notes; —

COCOos. COCOos.
. S U4, 20/0/79 Je. 8. 6/10/70
Exchenge for the Exchange for the

Sum of one quarter |3 w| Sum of three Rupees |,
! Rupee Copper. i Sl Copper. ©

i

G. C. ROSS, G. C. ROSS.

20/9/79 Jo 14 L) se. 3.

They are convertible into money at the office of the Ross family at the rate of two-
thirds of a rupee* in silver,

20. The wages paid for labour are at different rates in guilders, some of which are as
follows :—a trained blacksmith, 7. 12.50 a week; a carpenter, from f. 4 to £ 7.50; a
mason, f. 6 ; coxswains of boats and overseers, f. 6-; boatmen, f. 3.50 ; nutters, who must
collect and deliver the nut husked. f 1 for every 500 coco-nuts. Bantamese contract
coolies, able-bodied men working at nutting, /. 10 a month; second class or weak
coolies, 7. 8 a month. Waghing is done at the rate of f. 1 for 12 pieces.

From inquiries made amongst the natives I take these rates of wages to be put at the
maximum rate, ’ ’ o

21. The records kept of thermometer readings for 1874 give the following result :-—

Meteorologi- Lowest Highest
cal Returns. —_— Temperature. | Temperature,
Janunry - - - - < - 77 ’ 87
February - - - - - - 76. 88
March . - - - - - 77 - 86
April - - - - - - . 74 84
ay - - - = e = - 76 86
June - - - . - -, - . 7 85
Juy - - - - - - - 74 86
August - - - . e 74 85
September < - - - - - 72 . 88
October - - - - - 76 86
November - - S e . - 76 ‘86
December - - - - - - 74 86
The barometer varied as follows in 1884 :~—
January - - - - - - - .20'89 to.20'08
February - - - - - - - 2079 ,, 2097
March- - = = - - - - 2068, 2993
April = - - -« = - - 2065, 200
May - - = - = = = = 2070, 2008
Jupe - - - - .+ . - - 2080, 2008
Juy - - - - - - - - 2085, 9998
August - = e« e = = 2985, 2008
September - - - - - . - 29'82 ,,.80'00
October e -« .« = - = 2000, 2009
November - - - - - = = 2000, 2602
December - - - -« - - - 2074, 2009

22, It is easy to believe that the islands are most_salubrious, and the statistigs prove
this. The only diseases feared are beri-beri and dropsy, and the former is much
dreaded. The outbreak of 1883-84 was caused, it is supposed, by the clearing of one of

Health. the islands, and the only treatment found to be efficacious is to send the suffercrs to the
North Keeling Island, where they are well carcd for, and pnt under a course of drinking
a certiin wineral water in which they have great faith. ‘The North Keeling Island is

* @ [Twd:thitds of-n rupee seems  mistake; it should' apparently 'read. ¢ five-sixths of . guilder” see foot-
note’on‘page 30, par, 54 on p. 46 and par. 13 on pp. 83, 84]
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looked upon as the sanutorium of the place. 1 attach a copy of the analysis,* made by
the Dutch medical authox:xties, of this mineral water, and I have brought a small cask
full of the water with u view to its being analysed by our medical anthorities,

23, The South-East monsoon is considered the coolest and healthiest time of the ycar Climate,
in the Cocos, the months of June, July, and August being considered the best. They are
accompanied by fresh breezes and frequent rains, aud, if the weather that we experienced
is a criterion of what they get every year at this time, I can only describe it as delightful,
September, October, and November are very dry, Winds very variable, and beri-beri
and diarrheea are feared during these wonths. December, January, and February are
looked upon as the cyclone mouths; they are very stormy and treacherous (especially
December), fine days being followed by ugly weather and wice wersd, Thunder and
lightning with violent gusts of wind and heavy showers make the people very anxious
about their shipping and boats, and the coco-nuts suffer to an appreciable extent The
weather experienced in March, April, and May is said to be much the same as that of
September, October, and November, but sickness is not so much dreaded in the earlier as
in the later months.

24. Yvisited the Guard House which is just outside Ross’s house. Tt is a sort of Police Administra-
Station, but there is no proper Police Force in the islands. Every night watchmen are tive Regula-
placed over the Settlement. For this purpose the village is divided into three divisions, "™
and there is a bell in each division which is rung to turn out the ditferent watches.
These watches begin at 6 p.m. and last till 6 a.m. Each watch lasts for three hours, and
the first watch, .., that which is on guard from 6 to 9 p.m. also takes the last wateh,
i.¢., that from 3 to 6 a.m  The duties of the watch are to go round from one end of the
village to the other, and to check the watches of each division, to examine all boats at
anchorage, to inspect all house-fires and put out all fires in kitchens. Lights are allowed
in houses, and, in fact, the coolies {Bantamese) never sleep without lights, but no kitchen
fires are allowed, except in cases of sickness, which are at once reported by the watch-
men to the doctor who goes to see the cases.

In the Guard House public notices are posted. There is one warning people against
stealing boat sails or any articles from their neighbours’ boats or houses, or from
receiving any stolen property. The penalty for offending in this direction is laid down
as follows : —for the first offence 25 dollars, for the second offence 50 dollars, for the
third offence deportation, to be accompanied by a letter to Batavia, branding the offender
as a disreputable character (tanda yang bangsat).

There was also a notice laying down certain sanitary regulations rendered necessary by
ravages of beri-beri. All houses and gardens are to be kept clean, and everytling is to be
‘buried deep, and at some distance away from the sea-beach. An inspector is to go round
and examine the premises of the people, und if they are found to be dirty, they are forth-
with to be cleaned, and all expenses incurred thereby are recoverable from the occupiers.
There is also a further peualty calculated in proportion to the state of dirt in which the
premises are found to be.

25. The Cocos-born men are fine specimens of Malays, being muscular and hardy. They The Cocos-
are great at boating and fishing, and they are not asindolent as our Straits Malays, being, born.
as they are, compelled t¢ do a certain amount of work. The women are a remarkably
nice-looking lot, dressing well, and carrying themselves very upright.

In Mrs. Ross’s house the servants are all girls, and are called “ Baboos.” They are six
in number. Two ave cooks, and four look after the children and wait at table. There
are also two sempstresses. They are Cocos-born, and are taken on when quite little
children and taught. They move about noiselessly and are most attentive. When they
marry they leave the service of their employers. Many of the natives eat with knife,
fork, and spoon. They have mattresses and curtained beds spotlessly clean ; they spread
white table-cloths on their tables, use a brush and comb, have little ornaments for thelr
tables, and decorate the insides of their houses with cutt'ugs from illustrated papers and
cartoons from ¢ Vanity Fair” It is left very much to the women to attend to the
arrangement of the insides of the houses and to the cooking. The houses are, taken all
round, much better built than Malay houses in the Straits. They are built nearer the
ground ; the foundations are thick coco.nut stems; the sides are made of the mid-ribs of
the fronds of coco-nuts and the roofs of the fronds themselves, The whole appearance is
one of great compactness-amd neatness, and the most striking feature is the great tidiness
in trimming the insides of the roofs ; this presents a most finished appearance

. * Not printed,
95100. B
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The langunge spoken hera differs in many words fiom the Malay of the Straits. 'The
people sumetimes failed to grasp a word or two when I spoke to them or vice versd; but it
was quite simple to mnke oneself understood, and any word that was strange to them
was ensily made intelligible by a little explanation, [ attach a small glossar\* showing
the principal differences I came across, I am sorry there was not time o pay more
atfention to the subject. A curious custom [ have not met with elsewhere ‘obtaing
amongst these islanders. When a man becomes the father of a son, he is no longer
called” by his own name, but is familiarly known by that of his-eldest sin with the jrefis
“Pa” added toit. Thus the chief priest, whose own name is Sariit, has a son named Satli,
and is now always called Pa-Satli,

Each native of the place is allowed to build a house and get the materials frve so far
as the coco-nut tree provides these materials, Cocu-riut oil and' firewood tire also-Ziven
gratis. Each person is allowed a plot of ground 100 by 20 yards, and all cocoiut trees
inside the ring-fence they put up are theirs. Each family may take coco-riuts for tlisiy
own use, free from charge at any time between noon o Saturduy and sunset-on Sunday
from any of the islonds except Hoishurgli and West Islands' and paxt of South Usland.
They may fisl anywhere they like.

Poultry. 26. Poultry is, of course, plentiful, all the people keeping fowls and ducks. They do
not, however, strike one as thriving particularly well, with the exception of those kept by
some of the Ross family. These latier-are crossed with some Dorking fowls brought out
fro home’and make a good breed.

“One noficeable thing is an affection from which most of the fowls suffer. Malays
would' at once explain it by saying they were “ sakit angin ™ (sick from the air), and no
doubt this is the case: Their wilk is of the most ‘groggy kind,.and ¥ fancy the strong
breezg dlways blowing over:the island has a goot deal to-do: with it, exercising, as:it must
do; & banefil: inflnence over young chickens. oo
Hegi sorng of “the 4dslands fowls have been turned loose-and have become quite wild. In
‘Diréction Island, for instance; there are about. 200 fowls so turned out; some little
thatched huts are built for them to roost in, and coco-nut-leaved baskets areprovided
for theéir nests.. They are very shy and:wild; fly like pheasants, and-have:regular breed-
§ig seasons. ’ S NS

Deer. I Horsburgh Island tlore ave some 30 or 40 deer. They were originally brought
front Java and Sumaetra, and the Ross familyiamuse themselves by shooting them now
aid'again. 'They are-stalked, not driven. When hard pressed they will take willingly
to the water, and in sonie cases have beén known' to swini out to the -barrier, which is
some"considerable distance from this istand. They greatly resémble the Sambur deer met
with- iii the Strdits. W

Sheop. " There-aré about 30 sheep on' Settlement Island ;. they belong: to-the natives, who-are
~very'loth to part with-them: ‘We succeeded in buying one for seven rupees.

Tartle and Turtle a¥e brought every trip of the schooner which puts in to, séme islands: out of

game. Batavia whiere the crew are landed to catch them. They ave keptin:-the turtle pond on

West Island, being preserved there for the use of the Ross family. In Horsburgh
Island there-are also .a few rabbits, imported by the Ross family; and landrail, a very
pretty grey and brown speckled species, abound, They iun very fast, fly if preséed, and
afford much the same sort of shooting as quail. Jungle fowl'aré fournd oti most of the
larger islands. _ o T
Sea-birds, ;.. Forbes gives a.full account. of the sea-birds which aré found in gredt number on the
Jglands. . He accurately describes their extraordinary habits. “The two most interesting
are without.doubt the large Frigate-bird.and the beautiful little' white tern. I North
Keeling Island. they are knocked down by the islanders (who made regular trips there
in fair weather to get. sea-birds), with a long pole and a long ‘brass chain @t the end

of it. : :

Reptiles. . 'There are no snakes in the islands, and centipedes, scorpions, and tarantulas are but
rarely met with, . ce '

Vegetables, -, 27. Little: or mo. vegetable gardening is done either by the Ross family or the

{‘f:"v':ﬁ““d ‘natives; 'and:this is; to say the least, surprising as the soili-and .climate is ‘good and as

' vegetables wouldiso pleasantly relieve the monotony of food initlieCocos: Pumpkins

grow wéll and grow everywhere. There are not-many fruit trees:in-the:islands, and what

‘théie aré are common to the Stroits, such: a$ bananas, papaws;.and guavas. There is one

‘gpédithen of banana’ivhich, as the Rosses told me, is peculiar :to:the'Cocos. I have not

tasted it elsewheére, and it is a very good plantain. of medium size, with a very thick skin.

‘
i

. *Not printed,
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There are some fig trees in the gardens of Ross's house. They do well, and their fruit
was most enjoyable.  Unfortunately for us they are not common to the Straits.

A species of orange tree with a very small red berry, some trees of which in the
Malacen Stadt House enclosure are known to muny of us, is found in great quantity on
Settlement Island, Most of the hedges are made entirely of it, and a capital hedge it

akes,
m'l‘he rose and honeysuckle are much caved for, and the latter grows very luxuriantly.
There are not many flowers, but some of the oriental flowers found in every garden in
the East, such as the Hibiscus and Four-o’cloclc flower, are, of course, met with.

On the way from the village to the Rosses’ house there are numerous very fine trees of
casuaring planted by ‘ue zrandfather of the present family,

'98. The useful woods of the islands are twelve in number. They may be described Useful woods.
as follows :~—

1) Klipa - - - = = -} Coco-nut,

Ei'. Nibong - - - - - -] Apim

(3,) Mengkudu- -~ - - - ~| Bark used fordyeing purposes.
(4.) K&muning. ;

6.) Jambu - = = - =« -1 Roses jambosa: '

63 Melati Utan.

7.) Latohi - -
S.g Nyamplong.

»

e . - | Makes:ggood furniture.

(9.) Warn - "~ -« - - - -| Rope'iy ‘made from the bark.
8?% g:&'}’g::g oo T T T I |fAXkind of iron-wood, used for boat-building.
(12.) Kiyu Blrong - - - = { Very heavy, and sinks in water.

29. To give an idea of the extent of some of the smaller islands and some description The smaller
of those that have not been mentioned in the earlier portions of this report, I will mention """
two walks I undertook. In the first waik, as Mark Twain would say, I made use of a
small Rob Roy canoe, a beautiful -little boat built by one of the Rosses’ in watertight
compartments;:and cased in-cork ; but on the second occasion there was no possibility of
using the canoe,.as the water was.-s0 shallow for a long way out into the lagoon that I
had:to.walk-and: wade all tie-way. We landed from the * Espoir " at the nearest end of
Direction Island. (Pulau Tikus, i.e., Mouse Island),-and walked through the island. 1t is
about one-and-a-half. miles long, and is over half a mile broad in some parts. 'The
barrier comes close up tothe back of the island, und the surf breaks with great force over
the bar:at.thefurther -end; forming a deep and wide pool between it and the lagoon. We
paddled. over into-shallow water-and then poled along, keeping quite close to the barrier.
iThe sandy hottom was simply littered with béche-de-mer of all sizes and colourings. ' We
saw- several ‘fish, and one:of -the. two boatmen harpooned one in the most marvellous
manner. He must have -been a big fellow, for his struggles shook the harpoon about with
asfair.amount of violence. Finally he shook it off and got away. In asmall canoe it is
not.reassuring to have two-men standing up, one poling and. the other throwing harpoons
at fish, but these-men went through these feats without unsteadying the boat. We passed
alongside of . Pulau Pasir, (Sand: Island), a- tiny islet with. five coco-nut trees on it, and
Janded and went over : Pulau. Bras (Rice Island), marked on the .chart * Prison Island.”
It is quite round, and is covered with white sand evidently silted over some large rocks;.as
the sand is over 30 feet high. in some places. There are some 40 coco-nut trees growing
on it. At the back is a large barvier of coral, inside the great bar,and the beach is simply
covered with pumice. We next went to Pulau Gangsa (Goose Island) marked on the
¢éhart ¢ Alison or Burjal Island.” There we landed, and my cuompanion made some
sketches illustrating the mode of ‘burial customary with these islanders. We then crossed
over: to Setllement Island (Pulau Nonia, married woman). 'This ended the first walk,
ift the course of which we must have covered five miles.

. -30:, The next day we sent our canoe on to South Island, and we walked through the
following islands and .islets, wading through the intervening patches'of sea and coral
beds, We started at 8 a.m. and did not complete our journey till 1.30, having gone fully
11 ‘inilés.  All the islands were covered with coco-nuts, and are, in their order:—
(Iy Pulau Kechil' (smally; (2) Pulau Ampang (weir); (8) Pulau Blkoh (crane)y
(4), Pulau Kembang (flower) ; (5) Pulau Bangka (a man’s name); (6) Pulau Pandang
(a palm tree); (7) Pulau Gray; (8) Pulau Siput (shell); (9) Pulau Jembatan (bridge);
{10) Pulau Labu (pumpkin) ; (11) Pulau Bundar (round) ; and (12) Ujong Pulau D'Kat
(the nearest extremity), which adjoins South Island. All these islands are gradually
becoming connected.
B2
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31. It was a source of much disappointment to me that we were unable to visit North
Keeling 1sland, which is the largest of the islands, and which is snid to contain much
thatis of intevest. It is some 15 miles to the northward, 'The Rosses would not pilot us
over at first, as they said the surf was breaking very heavily at *"2 time, and during the
last two or three days of our stay I was laid up and unable to. :e an attempt.

32. I made it a point to hold conversations with the principal natives upon the subject
of the administration of the islands. It was as difficult to find out from them what one
wanted to know as it is to find out anything from a Malay. It was only by dint of
making repeated guesses, and by finally guessing right, that I elicited anything. From
only one native did I hear any serions grumbling, and the impression that I formed of
him as being a discontented man was afterwards confirmed by some stories that were
told me of his disappointment at not being made the head Pénghiilu. At the same time
his grievances in some respects were nut imaginary, and are pretty generally shared in
by the other islanders. They include the following points: —

{a) The high price charged for all provisions.

() The rate of exchange at which paper mouney is converted into silver.

(¢) The non-existence of any small shops in the islands.

(d) The prohibition placed on all correspondence with people outside the islands.
(e) The want of education.

1 was assured that all provisions were charged for at very dear prices, and that
purchasers could get nearly twice as much for their money in Batavia. No petty
shopkeepers are allowed by the Ross family, but the natives are very anxious
to get them. At present the question of money and of buying and selling provisions
is an absolute monopoly. The Ross family have the game entirely in their own hands;
the money used would not be received in payment or be exchanged by any one except
by the Rosses themselves, and no vessels would be allowed to go and sell provisions or
stores at the islands; if they did very few would be able to buy of them, and even those
to a very small extent, as none other but hard cash would be accepted in payment.
Of course I pointed out that the Rosses must make some profit, that it was their

schooners, with a well-paid crew, that made the voyages to get provisions, that it was

their money laid cut in buying the stores, and that they ran all the risks: but at the
same time I could not cluse my eyes to the arguments of the natives that it was hard on
them to make a double profit out of them, first by charging high prices,.and secondly by
depreciating their money. One instance was cited to me more than once, viz., that of a

1an, who, when Le left the islands to settle elsewhere, had saved Rs. 2,000, and, when

he exchanged it for silver, oniy received from Mr. Ross Rs. 1,333, or so.*

The not allowiug the natives to-correspond with the outside werld is not, I think, fuir.
No doubt it is done-to prevent the holding out to the islanders of inducements to leave
the Cocos, but it might be done away with. The Ross schooners are the only mail
vessels, and so again they are masters of the situation. I was told by one of the family
that the natives could write to whomever they liked, but the complaints made to me on
the point were so numerous that I am satisfied there is some ground for them.

Formerly there was a system of education, but when the last schoolmaster left it
ceased. It is essential that education should be introduced. There are two hundred
and sixty children in the islands, and the Chief Priest finds it difficult to get the people
to-pay that attention to the observances of the Mahomedan law and religion which is so
diligently paid by most Malays. It is clearly” the result of their not having been
educated. It would be weil if the services of a good Malay teacher could be placed at the
disposal of the Ross family.

On the last morning of our stay a very interesting ceremony took place, Mr. Spicer
baptising Mrs. George Ross, Mrs. Edwin Ross, and eight children.

On the 28th, having completed my inquiries, we left the Cocos Islands in H.M.S.
“ Espoir ” to return to Singapore. Before doing so I wrote a letter* to Mr. Charles
Ross, and it was signed jointly by Captain Adams and myself, thanking him
and the other members of the family for the extreme kindness and courtesy estended to
us during the whole of our visit. Nothing was left undone by any of them that could
have been done to-help to make my inquiries as searching as possible.

* See explanation in paragraph 13, on pp. 83-84.
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Captain Adams took some 20 photographic views and groups.

Refore concluding I would wish to express to Co stain Adams, through the Government,
my appreciation of the obligations uunder which he has laid me by the grest kindness
shown to me by him during the expedition.

Eanest Wooprorp Bircn,
Second Assistant Colonial Secretary, S. S.
Singapore, 15th September 1885.

Enclosure 2 in No. 1.

Rerort by Lieutenant and Commander Horace R. Apaus, R.N., of a visit to
the Cocos-Keeling Islauds.

“Espoir ™ at Batavia,

Sir, ) September 4, 1885.

\¥17H reference to your Memorandum dated 10th ultimo, T have the honour to
submit the following report on my visit to the Cocos-Keeling Islands. I arrived there
on Thursday, the 20th August, and made a stay of eight days, leaving on Friday, the
28th of August. Soon afier we anchored, Mr. Charles Clunies-Ross, who is at present
in charge of the Islands, came off with his cousin, Mr. William Ross, to call on me, and
1 explained to him the nature of my instructions. It was with regret that I learned that
the proprietor of the Islands, Mr. George Clunics-Russ, had not as yet returned from
visit to Europe, but his absence in no nay impeded the inquiry, as every possible facility
was rendered to me, and to Mr. Birch, by Mr. Charles Clunies-Ross aud by the other
members of the family.

2. Referring first to the “heads™ under which you desire me to repurt in yvour
Memoraadum above-mentioned, I have the honour to state as follows : —

1 Itis quite clear to my mind from the earnest assurances of the Ross family, and
this was corroborated by the natives in conversation with Mr. Birch, that no
other flag but the British has been flown on the Islauds, certainly since the visit
of HM.S. “Juno ™ in 1857. Previous to the taking over of the lslands in
that year, it is admitted that the family schooner traded to Batavia under
the Dutch flag, but none of the family will admit that the Datch Hay has
ever at any date been hoisted vn the Islands. On our entering the harbour
we found one of the schooners, the * Tweed,” at anchor there ; she was flying
the English ensign, and is registered in Glasgow.

11. The Islands are covered with cocoa-nuts, but produce little or nothing else.
The surrounding seas abound with the most excellent fish. Ducks and fowls
. can be obtained in fair quantity. There are a few sheep in the Islands, but
the natives do not care to part with them. The Ross family also preserve
deer and turtle for their private use; the latier are brought in their schooners
from some islands off Java. Fruit is very scarce, being principally confined
to plantains and papaws. The water is very drinkable and the supply is
large, being found on all islands except Direction Island. The Ross family
state that if it were made worth their while they would gladly keep up a
good supply of vegetables, fruit, and poultry; and there appears to be no
reason why they should not do so, as the soil is good, and it ouly requires a
little stimulus to encourage the people to go in for farming and gardening.
At present, as the Ross family truly say, the people have only two ideas,
i.e., cocoa-nuts and fishing boats.

I11. The population of the Islands must be divided into two classes:—(a) the Cocos-
born, and (b) the imported coolies. The former class is steadily increasing,
but the latter, except when the coolies desire to permauently settle in the
Islands, is being allowed to decrease. These coolies come from the Province
of Bantam in Java, and i¢ is the policy of the Ross family to do away,
ultimately, with all imported labour. There are at present 376 Cocos-born
and 139 Bantamese. In the last four and a-half years the number of
births registered in the Islunds has exceeded the number of deaths by exactly
100.

B3
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1V, Cunl could be stored op Dirvetion Jsland, buf o floating stage 40 feet long would
be required, as, owing to the coral hottom, piles for a pier could ndt be
dyiven, At a distance of 40 feet from the shore theve is six feet of water,
Mz, Ross states that it has always Leen their hope that the Islands would
becuine a coaling station,

V. Mr. Charles Ross assures me that any amount of labour would be forthcoming
in the event of the Islands bring wade a coaling station. At prasent there
are about 130 adult working hands on the Islands. Lighters would either
have to be sent.out in pieces, or built on the Islands. (See paragraph 4.)

VI. All labour js paid for. The coolies are imported under agreements for terms
varying from three to ten years. They seem happy and contented. The
Cocos-born men receive fixed rates of wages, which range from 2 rupees to
1250 rupees a, week. The latter rate is only paid to expert mechanics.

VIi. Cocoa-nuts form the staple produce of the Islands. From them is made copra,
cocoa-nut oil, vinegar, sugar, and soap. Everything ‘else has to be imported,
and once a month one of the schooners is sent to Batavia with produce and
for supplies, the chief of which latter is rice. It, with all other supplies
obtained, is stored by the Ross family and served out to the natives. at
something over the murket price. "

VI1I. The current coin of the place.corsists of parchment notes, sighed by the head of
the Ross family. They range in valuefrom 4 rupee to 5 rupees copper: A
specimen is attached. I should explain that 4 copper rupee is equal to five-
sixths of a rupee silvér. Mr. Ross objects to-the circtlation of hard-coin in
the Islands, giving as his reason that he could not then maintain discipline
or control crime, as he is now able to do. "

IX. On an average three vessels in every two years call for water on their way with
cargoes of horses from Australia-to India.. -The charge for supply is about
ten shillings per ton. It is stated by the Ross-family that they can supply a
ship with 40 tons of water a day. When these Australian ve-sels came
regularly, a fluine with cast iron pipes, 80 jards out info” the sea, was
constructed ; it was broken in the burricane of 1875'and his not since been
repaired. In addition-to these vessels a cliartered vessel ¢alls once a year
to take produce for the European markeéts. ‘

3. In yoursailing orders.of August 6th, you direct e to repoit upon the nature of
the - occupation .of the -Islands, the condition of the juhabitants, and. the system of
#dininistration adopt.d by tire Ross family. I .can only say that-the impression which
mu-t be lefi on the mind of anyone visiting the Islands is-that it is extraordinary how,
with no written laws, the Ross family have moulded the people into.a well-behaved and
law abiding community. The .people, who are a well-made set of men, of better
physique than the coolies, appear on the whoie to be contented, and speak well of their
treatment by the Ross family. ' .

‘4, The Rossfamily consists of seven brothers and: two sisters. The men are hardy,
intelligent;.afid well-informed. They have .all received: a Scotch education, and have
made wp- tlieir minds to settle down in the Islands and intermarry (as five of them
have done) with the niatives. Each of them has. been brought up to a:profession, and
they thave-used their knowledge by teaching different trades t» the Cocos-born natives,
who are excellent boatmén: and boat<builders.. It is worthy. of record hiere; and the Loss
family are‘justly proud of the fact, that they buili a schooner ‘of 1178 tons*in ‘the Islands,
which, when it was sent home ‘last year; was- classed ‘A1 for 18 years by the Board of
Trade. K . : : oG

5. Ships drawing not more than 20 feet can enter the lagoon, and when inside can
anclior in-smooth waterih about:six fathoms. Theé lagoon is gradually ‘filling-up with*coral.
Thé-afichorage has a coral'and andy bottom, which affords good livlding “ground, the
«Espoir” riding out sofie-hedvy squalls “whilst “there. ‘~The whtrance ¢ould be easily
defended: by -two. lines of submaririe mines, the wires -béingled into-Direction Islaud,
the-other passige between Wesi and Horsburgh Island beinj too diingefous for a ship to
atteript. IR e

MY i N Lol g an N W MRV § 13 LR PO A N

6. Tlhe (ji},gl,ri‘, according, to the Ross family; cannot be iix‘x‘\p:x:,p,v.gd upon,,. I am inclined
to agree with them in this respect, but I regret that, owing to the very rainy, and squally
weather during our stay, it was not possible to verify it.
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7. The south-east trade blows from May to October, being generally strongest in August.
September to November are considered the driest, and Decembr to February the most
stormy, months. Hurricanes are much dreaded during these month-, The last bad
hurricane was in January, 1875, and on that oceasion four anervids weut past the lowist
mark and remained jambed, the mercurial being dashed against the wail and broken.
‘The Islands may be said to be very healthy, the only disease that causes any serions
trouble being heri-bexi.

8. The inhabitants keep regular watch at night on the Settlement against fire and over
the boats, one of the Rosses tsking charge every night. No fishing stakes are permitted,
and a certain sized mesh must be used for their nets. Rats, which came out of a wrecked
ship, are the curse of the Islands ; they climb the trees and spoil lar:e quantities of nuts.
‘The beach of Direction Island is covered with pumice stone from the Krakatoa explosion,
which came.on shore five months after the great eruption of 1883.

9. I attach copies of some documents fourd by Mr. Birch, relating to the visit of the
« Juno” to the Cocos Islands. They are important as showing the circumstances under
which the British flag was hoisted in the Islands, and was saluted by a foreign vessel.
They also show that a definitc form of administration was proposed, but apparently never
carried out.

10. Some copies of photographs which I took whilst at the Cocos Islands are
attached.®

11. Mr. Forbes,in his book, ¢ A Naturalist’s Wanderings in the Eastera Archipelago,”
is substantially correct. We lent it to Mr. Charles Ross to criticise.

12. On account of the rough and squally weather we were unable to visit North
Keeling Island, which is said to be the most interesting of them all.

T have, &ec.
Horace R. Apays,
Captain C. E. Buckle, r.x., Lieutenant and Commander.
Senior Officer, .
Straits of Malacca Division.

No. 2.
CoroneL STANLEY to Sir F. A. WELD.

SIR, Downing-street, January 6, 1886.
L Bave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Smith’s Despatch of
16th September last,{ and to inform you that [ have read with much interest the full and
interesting report by Mr. E. W. Birch on the Cocos islunds, and that I agree with Mr.
Smith that Mr. Birch performed the duty entrusted to-him with ability and di<cretion.

2. Letters Patent will now be prepared revoking the Letters Patent of 10th September
1878, and appointing the Governor of the Straits Setilemeuts Guvernor of the Cocos
Islapds.. When the Letters Patent are issued I will address you further as to the nature of
tl%e grant that may De. made to Mr.. Ross confirming him in the occupancy of the
islands.

3. I am now in communication with the Admiralty as to the possibility of a. man-
of-war being; spared occasionally to make a visit of inspection to the islands, perhaps once
a. year, . '

4. In regard to the last paragraph of Mr. Birch’s report, I am clearly of opinion that
any restrictions on the natives.corresponding with the vuter world should be removed,

. - ' co I have, &c. L
S F. A. ST‘ANLEY.‘

S *Nouincludéd,! - CNer T

B4
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No. 3.

Sk F. A, WELD to Mg, STANHOPE
(Received November 15, 1886.)

Government House, Singapore,
Sir, October 1, 1886.
In accordance with the wishes of your predecessor, I have the honour to report that
Mr. A. P. Talbot, Assistant Colonial Secretary, has, under my instructions, paid a visit
16,1896 of inspection to the Cocos Islands in H.M.S, “Zephyr,” and I enclose a copy of his
32— report.
2. It is to be regretted that Mr. George Ross, the proprietor of the islands, was again
absent on the occasion of this visit, but I do not propose to deal with any questions

relating to them until his return, when I shall hope to have an opportunity of discussing
matters personally with him.

3. You will cbserve from the enclosed report that the Letters Patent of the 1st February
1886, appointing the Governor of the Straits Settlements and their Dependeacies to be
the Governor of the Cocos or Keeling Islands, and authorising the annexation of those
islands to the Straits Settlements, were duly proclaimed by Mr. Talbot, in the presence
of the inhabitants, and that a grant-in-fee of the islands to Mr. George Ross has been
handed to his brother, Mr. Charles Ross, who is now in charge of the islands.

I have, &e.
FRED. A. WELD, Goveruor.

Enclosure in No. 3.
Rerorrt of Official Visit of Inspection to the Cocos Islands. August 1886.

1. WE arrived at the Cocos Islands in HLM.S. * Zephyr " on Friday, the 20th August,
after a fairly quick passage from Batavia, and anchored at about 8 a.m., when we were
visited by Mr. William Ross, a cousin of the present proprietor.

2. T was sorry to find that Mr. George Ross, the proprietur of the islands, had left for
England some weeks before our arrival. I had heard this already in Batavia, and bhad
also been informed there that.one of the principal reasons for his leaving the islands
again so soon was that he wished to lay before the authorities at home his own views
and explanations on some points in last year's report which he did not consider fair to
bimself. This, however, 1 afterwards ascertained was not quite the case, as his brother
informed me that he was obliged to visit England in order to have an operation
performed, although he also said there were some statements in the report as to which he
did wish to make some representations.

3. Svon after our arrival Captain Hope and I went on shore in Settlement Island and
visited Mr. Charles Ross, who is now in charge of the islands. He expressed his regret
at the absence of his brother, as he would not be able himself to give the fill information
and explanation on some points which he knew his brother would wish to be laid before
the Governor.

4. I found that nothing whatever was known at the Cocos as to any action which had
been taken by the Colonial Office since Mr. Birch’s visit last year. Mr. Ross had not
heard of the Letters Patent of the st February 1886, and had been very anxious for
information as to what was being done,

5. I banded to Mr. Charles Ross the letters for his Lrother from His Excellency the
Governor and the Colonial Secretary. I also showed him copies of the Letters Patent
and the grant-in-fee of the islands, and arranged for the public reading of the Letters
Patent.

6. On Sunday the 22nd I went on shore and stayed at an unoccupied house called the
“ buchelors’ quarters,” by Mr. Ross’s invitation, until the following Friday. During this
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time | had every opportunity of secing the people aud hearing all that they had to say,
and also of obtaining information on various points, which he was most ready to give,
from Mr. Charles Rose:

7. 1 am glad to be able to report, on the whole, satisfactorily on the administration of
the islands. There is one point in regard to the Bantamese coolies, which 1 shall
mention later, as to which some alteration may be desirable ; but, generally speaking, the
people uppeared to me to be contented, and they are certainly not in any way harshly
governed or ill-treated.

8. On Tuesday, the 24th, Mr. Ross gave all the people a holiday, and those who were
at work on the other islands were brought in to Settlement Island in order to give them
an opportunity of being present at the ceremony which had been fixed for that day.
At 9 a.m. I read the Proclamation and the Letters Patent in the presence of Mr. Charles
Russ and hig three Lrothiera, then in the islauds ; a fair number of the inhabitants, both
(oucos-born and Bantamece coolies, and of Captain Hope and the officers of H.M.S.
« Zephyr.” A party of bluejockets and marives had been landed by Captain Hope's
orders, aud after I had finished reading the Union Jack was hoisted on a new flagstatf
erected by Mr. Ross, a royal salute given, and jeu-de-joie fired. 1 then handed to Mr.
Charles Ross the Grant-in-fee of the islands in favour of his brother, Mr. Geurge Clunies
Russ, and the formal part of the ceremony was over.

9. I then explained in Malay to the people the meaning and effect of the new Letters
Patent, and invited any who had a complaint to make, or any question to ask, to come
to me. I was asked by some of the Cocos men whether it was intended that a
Government officer should be sent to administer the government of the islands, and I
informed them that there was at present. no such intention; that Mr. George Ross
would remain as before in local charge of the islands; but that the Governor of the
Straits Settlements was now their Governor, and had sent me 10 hear any complaints or
representations the people wished to make, in order that he might judge what action.
if «ny, it would be desirable for himn to take for the general benefit of the islands and
the people; and I again invited them to speak to me and tell me any grievance they
had. No Cocos-born man, however, came forward at this or any other time during my
stay to complain, and I am of opinion that they have no serious grievances. They are
not ambiticus, nor particalarly energetic, nor have they had experience of any better
kind of life. They are kindly treated, and they find that in their present circumstances
they can without difficulty earn sufficient to keep them, and with this they are quite
content.

10. With regard to the Bantamese coolies, the case is somewhat different; they do
not belong to the islands, and most of them, no doubt, desire at some time to return to
their own country. Two men came forward on this occasion to me to say that they
would like to go back to Java, and asking if they would be allowed to. On making
inquiry into these cases, [ ascertained (what appeared to e to be most extraordinary)
that these coolies are not engaged under any written contract at all, and that the only
document they bring with them is the “Pass,” of which a copy is given in last year’s
Report. I could hardly believe this at first, but I inquired carefully, and Mr. Ross
assured me that there was not a cooly in the islands who was under a written contract.
Perhaps this is more a matter for the attention of the Netherlands Indian than of this
Government, and 1 do not think that it would be of grest importance if it was clear that
the coolies themselves were aware that they are not bound to remain and work in the
islands for an indefinite period, but that they were free to return to their country
after giving due notice of their intention, and provided they were not indebted to their
employers. I cannot, however, say that I am satisfied that this is the case; in fact, I
feel convinced, from the questions put to me by coolies, that they consider themselves
obliged to stay until Mr. Ross chooses to let them go. In connection with this it must
be remembered that there are no means of return to Java, except by the schoouer
belonging to Mr. Ross. No coolie had, I found, so returned during the year since the
last visit. I took care to explain to the two men who came before me and to all
the others the true state of the case. ~No further complaints were made to me by the
Bantamese.

11. The history and description of the islands, and of the Ross family and the Cocos people,
have been so fully set out by Mr. Birch in his Report that | can add nothing as to these
matters. - 1 obtained some statistics regarding population, trade, &c., which [ will now
give in continuation of the figures in that Report.

95100, . c
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12, The population of the islands has incrensed since August 1886 from 516 to 656
at the date of my visit ; the following table shows the number of each -class, viz., Cocos~
bovn people and Bantamese coolies :—

——n Cocos born, Bantumese, Torar
August 1885 - - - 77 139 5186
Auvgust 1886 - - - 6 170 636

The numbers of births and deaths were : —

Cocos-burn, Bantamese. ToraL.
Births - - - - 18 14 32
Deaths - - - - 7 9 16

Twenty-six new coolies arrived from Java, and two Cocos men left the islands in May
last as sailors in a German barque which called there with an incomplete crew.

13. The general health of the people has been very govd, though beri-beri still troubles
them. Ofthe 16 deaths 10 weré those of children, while, among the adulis, there were
five deaths from beri-beri, three of them occurring among the 26 new coclies.

14. The following table of reading of the thermometer from August 1885 to Angust
1886 was supplied to me :—

Moxra. Highest. Lowest.

Degrees. Degrees,
August 1885 - - - - 82 73
September ,, - - - - 85 75
Qctober ,, -~ - - < 85 78
November ,, - - - - 85 78
December ,, - - - - 83 77
January 1886 -~ - - - 85 78
February ,, - - - - 89 - 77
March N - 86 81
April w = - - - 85 79
May . - - - - 85 78
June- o~ = = = 85 79
July R 83 78
August  ,, - - - - 81 78

. There is.no raj'n-,gaugé in the islands, but Mr. Ross will be: bappy- to furnish all such
information- as is now supplied from the meteorological stations in the colony if the
necessary materials are sent-to him with forms-and instructions.

15. The only exports are still copra to Europé, and cocoa-nuts ‘to Batavia. In July
1885, 330 tons of copra were shipped and fetched a price of 161 aton. On the 17th
Jine 1886, 552 tons were shipped by the Italian. barque “ Clemeitina,” but the result of
the sale is not yet known. A cargo of 280,713 niits was taken by the schooner “Tweed”
to Batavia on the day after we arrived; this was the only shipment of cocoa-nuts during
the year. C ’

16. The only vessel besides the one named above which has called at the islands since
the last visit is the German barque “Louisa,” which arrived in distress on the 3rd
March, and left, after being repaired, for Bombay on the 19th May.

17. No new regulations for the; punijshment of crime or other purposes have been
made since the last visit, N,
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18, Only one offence was reported during the year, which was an attempt by one of
the new coplies to escape from the islands, for which purpose he 100k a Loat belonging
to Mr. Charles Ross, and went after the German barque,  From what T could gather he
appears to have been unhappy on his first arrival in the islands, and slightly wrong in the
head. He was rescued and brought back, and is now working contentedly. Mr. Ross
informed me that this cooly was not punished in any way.

19. I made some inquiries regarding the particular grievances mentioned in paragraph
32 of last year’s Report, but Mr. Charles Ross, though willing to give me all the informa-
tion he could, particularly asked that no final upinion might be formed, and no action
taken before the Governor had heard the representations which his brother wished to
make. He referred especially to the first three subjects, viz. :-—

{a) The price of provisions.
(b) ‘1he rate of exchange between Cocos money and guilders.
(c) The want of small shops.

20. 1 did, bowever, make some inquiry as regards the first of these three, from which
it appeared to me that the price charged for rice, which is the principal article imported
and sold. was not unduly high when compared to the price charged to Mr. Ross in
Batavia. As to tobacco 1 carnot say the same, as the price seemed to me rather
exorbitant.

21. Mr. Ross distinctly denies that there is any restriction on correspondence with the
outside world, and he brought before me twu or three men who corroborated his state-
ment, and said that they had themselves sent letters to Singapore and other places.
Othevrs whom I asked did not seem to know whether there was any such restriction
or not.

22. 1 regret to say that matters have not in any way improved in regard to education
since last year. Mr. Ross is anxious that some system of education should be introduced,
but has not at present decided what steps it will be best to take. He has sume idea of
getting a clergyman to settle on the islands, and of setting apart for his use one of the
itlands, where a school would be established and the parents would be forced to send
their children to reside. There is no one now resident in the islands who is capable of
teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic.

23. We left the Cocos.on our return voyage on the morning of Saturday, the

28th August.
A. P. Tausor,

September 16, 1886. ) Assistant Colonial Secretary.

No. 4.

Sir.C. C. SMITH to Sir H.T. HOLLAND.
(Received November 26, 1887.)

Government House, Singapore,
Six, October 26, 1887.
[ mave the honour to transmit for your information the enclused copy of a
Report by Mr. R. S. O’Connor, Senior Magistrate, Singapore, who was deputed by Sir ?g{g;ber 17,
1807,

F. Weld to pay the annual official visit to the Cocos-Keeling Islands this year. —

. 2. 1 also enclose a copy of the instructions* which were given by Sir F. Weld’s Septen,
directions to Mr. O’Connor, who carried out the duty with which he was entrusted in a ~2%7.
very satisfactory manner.

be)-12’

3. I propose to inform Mr. Ross of the general tenor of Mr. O’Cunnor’s Report,
and should he wish my assistance in obtaining any relaxation of the existing regulations
in Netherlands India as to the emigration of labourers, I will communicate with the
Governor General,

4. Sir F. Weld appointed Mr. George Clunies Ross and Mr, Charles Ross to be
magistrates for the Cocos Islonds; but the subject of introducing regulations for the
purpose of dealing with crime is still under consideration. Mr. Ross has been supplied

* Not printed.
c2
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with copies of the Penal Code and of the Summary Criminal Jurisdiction Ordinance
(No. XIIL of 1872), and he has asked for a longer time to consider them before any
action is taken to make any portion of those enactments applicable to the Cocos
Islands,

5. 1 think that Her Majesty’s Government may be satisfied that the affairs of the
Cocos Islands do not require at the present time any interference on my part. The
people are happy and contented, and there are no reasonable complaints of any kind.

I have, &e.,
CECIL C. SMITH.

Enclosure in No. 4.

Rerorr of Official Visit to the Cocos-Keeling Islands.

};mﬂ’ In accordance with instructions redeived, as per margin, I embarked on board

380-87,  H.M.S. “ Rattler,” Lieutenant-Commander Maitland-Dougall, R.N., at 8 a.m. on Sep-

§°Pt°mbe’1"" tember 15, 1887. We reached Bataria at 3.30 p.m. on the 19th, having been delayed
24 hours in Banka Straits, where we anchored in order to repair engines. '

2. Here I called on Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. McNeil ; also on Mr. Foster, senior
partner of Tidman and Balfour, the Bafavia agents of Mr. Ross. The Consul kindly
supplied me with a list of Batavia prices. Mr. Foster informed me that it was now
impossible to get coolies for the Cocos, owing to the passing of the new
Ordinance prohibiting labouring coolies leaving Netherlands India. Mr. Foster also
stated that Mr. Ross’s.people could send for anything they required from Batavia by
the captain of the Cccos-steamer. This I inquired into on arrival at the Cocos.

3. Left Batavia morning of the 22nd. That night anchored in Bantam Bay, owing
to the ship’s engines breaking down, and we were detained in consequence of their
repair until Monday the 26th, when we pursued our-voyage, stopping same day at Anjer
Head to telegraph to Senior Naval Officer, Singapore.

4. Arrived at the Cocos-Keeling Islands on the morniog of -the 29th, after a pleasant
voyage, excepting the last 36 hours, when the weather changed. There were heavy
squalls and a high sea running as we approached the Islands. Mr. Ross informed us
this kind of weather had prevailed for several months, beginning with a destructive gale
in February last.

5. Mr. Edwin Ross and his cousin William came off to pilot us into a better
anchorage, after which Captain Dougall and I went on shore, where Mr. George Ross
received us, and kindly invited us to put up in the Bachelors’ Quarters.

6. We sighted North-Keeling Ieland early in the morning, and, owing to haviug been
carried by the current too much to the westward, we had, a little later, a good view of
the whole group, their extent and height above the water being greatcr thau I expected,
and with the high surf breaking over the barrier reef in every direction they presented
very imposing sighit. The lagoon in which we anchored also impressed we by its size,
being nine miles in length from the entrance between the Horsburgh and Direction
Islands to the Southern, and is seven miles wide. Settlement fsland, the one on which,
we landed, is & good size, and from Mr. Ross’s house, which is close to the landing, there’
is good walking for 28 miles, to the extreme end of West Tsland. In the islaids,
excepting North Keeling, where there is no cultivation, there are in all five square miles
under cocoa-nut tree cuitivation; and two miles waste. Mr. Ross is. very busy changing
his workshops to a more sheltered position on the Home Island, and is laying down a
small tram to lessen the labour. He has also commenced the foundation of a new house,
the bricks for which he'had impoited from Scotland ; ‘the work is delayed by Mr. Ross
having lost all ‘his brick-masons, and ‘having to teach new ones. The new flag staff is to
be erected here, the témporary one put up on the occasion of Mr. Talbot’s visit being
blown down in the storm of February last. ‘

7. Mr. Ross confirms what I heard froin his ageiit in Batavia about the difficulty of
procuring coolies, it being impossible to gét labour from Batdvia, owing to tlie Dutch’
authorities having passed-an ordinance forbidding any orié leaving Netherlands India to
labour in a foreign country. Mr. Ross is gradually introducing more machinery ; with
the help of this, and his own Cocos-borri people increasing, he may in a few years be
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able to dispense with ountside help., In the meantime he is very short-harded in the
nutting season, and an addition of 30 or 40 men would be very acceptable. Perhaps our
Government might be able to aid in this matter by addressing the Government of
Netherlands India. Any men engaged would, of course, be placed under contract. Mr.
Ross gives very liberal wages, and seems to treat his people very kindly. He hasno fear
but that he could get all the labour he required were it not for the restraint put on
labour emigration by Netherlauds India.

8. Mr. Ross is anxious to get one or two men with some knowledge of gardening,
Chinese if possible, from Singapore. I have promised to inquire about this, and to con-
sult the Chinese Protector on the subject.

9. I see no reason to doubt Mr. Ross's statement, in his memorandum to Government,
that his peolple are allowed free liberty to correspond with their friends. He repeated it
to me, and 1 believe it to be perfectly true, and no complaints were made to me vn this
point. On inquiry I found the agent’s statement correct in regard to theislanders being
allowed to send for any supplies they require from Batavia. The captains of Mr. Ross’s
steamers go round, before sturting for Batavia, to get lists of requirements.

10. On speaking to Mr. Ross on the subject of people opening independent shops, he
informed me that he would only be too happy if others undertook the trouble and loss,
for loss there often is. As things are sold now, compared with the prices in Batavia, and
taking into consideration the cost of the up-keep of the two schooners, pay of two
captains, and crews, commission to agents, boat and coolie hire, there would seem little
margin for profit.

Appended is a Memo.* of the average prices of flour, rice, and tobacco, taken from Mr.
Ross’s books, for the last 15, 16, and 17 years. It will be seen by this memo. that,
excepting flour, there is no profit made, rice and tobacco being sold at a loss.

11. With regard to the price list procured in Batavia, Mr. Ross tells me the prices
quoted for rice and flour are too low, being taken from the ordinary market list for goods
of inferior quatity. His people will not eat the cheap rice. 1examined the rice in store,
and it appeared good. Mr. Ross has commenced to get steres, clothing, &c., direct from
England, at wholesale prices, direct from the manufacturers, being better in quality, and
more reasonable. I inspected the first consigument, and all seemed satisfactory.

12. The rate of exchangef has not been altered from what it was fixed at in Mr. Ross’s
grandfather’s time. 100 cents Cocos currency equal to 1 rupee or # guilders. No
complaints were made to me with regard to this matter.

13. Barometer and thermometer readings (see Appendix).
14. Rain-gauge not yet set up, as a suitable building is not ready.

15. Fifteen persons sick at this date. Half of these from Beri-beri and the remainder —~2-__

from fever. Toddy drinking is the bane of the Bantamese, and Mr. Ross is sorry he
sees no way of stopping the supply as toddy is required for the making of sugar and
soap ; to stop the extracting of toddy stops the making of these necessary and useful
commodities. I suggested giving free licenses to certain people, but this, Mr. Ross
said, would deprive others of a free right to make sugar, and be would not like to
make such a restriction ; otherwise the health of the island is good ; most of the deaths
gccx}xrring from beri-beri, imported Java fever, and infants dying shortly after their
irth.

16. Census.—Corrected return only given me the day before I left. I regretto say
I did not compare it with former returns, until after leaving the settlements. It appears
that either last, or this, year’s figures, are not correct, but this can be explained by Ep
Mr. Ross, to whom I have written for his further report. T

17. Crime.—There has been none since last inspection, and no punishments. I have
had several conversations (as requested by Government) with Mr. Ross as to the
advisability of introducing part of the Penal Code and Summary Jurisdiction
Ordinance. He seems very averse to altering present regulations (regarding which see

* Not printed, TSée also para. 13 ok pp. 83-84.
3
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paragraph 24 of Mr. Birch's Report), or introducing into his Tslands new laws of any
kind, and I must say that, for various ressons, as far as I can judge, I am very mueh of
his opinion. Since lLis father’s death in 1871 he hus, with the aid of his brothers, when
present, and the moral support of his Cocos-born men, kept perfect order in the Islands,
and there hag been a wonderful absence of crime. To make new regulations, or to
introduce new laws into such a penceful community, would, in my opinion, be only an
incentive to crime. It must be remembered there are no means at hand, such as jails,
police machinery, &c., wherewith to carry out a sentence. In the future, should the
Islands be put in more direct communication with the outer world; other regulations
will be necessary. At -present they are not required.

18. With the help of his people Mr. Ross has steadily improved the Islands, and the
condition ot .every one living on'them, Everything a mechanic or carpenter can twrn
out is made on the Island; these crafts have been, taught, entirely. by Mr. Rouss, He
built a.95.ton schooner, which he sailed himself to England, bringing most of his family
with- him, and it is a model of strength and speed, being classed Al, 18 years, at Lloyd's.
Most of his men are splendid sailors, they man his schooners, and cross the bay in their
fishing-boats single-handed.in all weathers. I visited nearly every house in the settle-
ment, both of the Cocos-boyn and Bantamese. Every house was a model of cleanli-
ness and order, being furnished almost similar to European dwellings, with tables,
chairs; beds with curtains, cutlery; crockery, &c., some being ornamental with pictures,
others had store rooms in addition, containing sugar, oil, soap, &e. Some of the houses
of the coolics were not so tidy as the Cocos-born, but this was accounted for by the fact
of their havingto keep uptwo places; one in the tome Settlement, and onein the
“ West ” Island, where their work lay at times. All the huts are superior to any | have
seen in the East, and would bear comparison with English and Irish cottages. The
inhabitants (Cocos-born), reminding me by their appearance and dress of the natives in
the southern part of the “ Middle Island ™ of New Zealand—the descendants-of the old
whalers married to Maori women— seem contented and healthy, owing to_the wholesome,
steady lifé they live;-and-the-fine climate of the Islands. They all seemed to be on very
good terms with the Proprietor, appeared-pleased-at our visits, and took pride in.showing
us: their houses. . \

19, In addition to visiting the houses, I inspected the people, all assembled by
Mr. Ross together, in order that I might hear anything they bad to say. The Cucos-
born meén said they were perfectly contentéd, and had no complaint. Among the
Bantamese there were a few who seemed to think theyhad a grievance, which being
inquired into. seemed of their .own causing. They complained. of receiving a weekly
ration of only 7 measures, equal to 7lbs, of rice. On looking into the accounts of
two of these men I found they were heavily in debt, particularly one, * Salone,” who is
owing f. 285.50, this was mostly incurred :by -a trip: hetook. to his, country (Java), an
advance he received at Batavia on his re-engagement, and for different extras from the
store on the occasion of his second marriage:. In. addition to these *.extras,” such as
tea, coffee, biscuits, sugar, flour, &c., bought on the occasion of any of their feasts, Mrs.
Ross is in the habit of contributing. from her private store these articles liberally as
presents. Having inquired into thiese trivial complaints, the men in debt were informed
they could work off such debt, and thien léave the Island; but to enable them to do
this no  luxuries ” or * éxtras ” would be served ot to them. 'To this they demurred,
and retired; being well laughed at by their companions, who came forward to say they
were perfectly content and wanted no change,

20. ‘The following. notes relating to labour and remuneration I have procured from
Mr. Ross, and I think will plainly show that all his people are treated in a most liberal
manner, and except for the grumbling of idlers.and discontented men, some of whom are
sure to be found in'any cominunity, there'is, I firinly believe, no substantial grievance
whatever, : ,
Memoranda by, M». Ross. .

«‘Coolie leaving the Keeling-Cocos Islands, after a term, takes back to Java his

(@)  earnings-—averaging' from.fifteen (f. 15) to two. hundred guilders (f..200). A, few as

high s five, hundred guilders (7. 500), but has; never left, the Islands with less than five
guilders (£.5).". = . o . : c ‘

®) “Boys commencing work on'the Islinds§ at about fourteen years (14) of age. If he
is a Cocos-born he has to serve his appreniiceship up to twenty (20) years of age ; that is

L}
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to say, he learus carpentry, blacksmith, boating, seamanship, and cocoanut nutting, &e.
From the day he commences work his pay is one (1) rupee a week; one (1) rupee a
week goes towards paying for five measures of rice = f & and f 55 for his
clothing. His wages are increased every year according to the progress he has made in
whatever department he is in during the year.” ¢

“Two schonners are maintained in the Islands for procuring supplies and other (e
requirements for the safety of the Islands at the rate of eleven thousand two hundred
and sixty guilders (/. 11,260) a year.

“TFor the last two (2) years the sole use of the two schooners is to fetch letters and
rice from Java, as no business had been effected with Juva within that date.”

“ Five (5) measures of rice are rufficient fur Cocos people for the term of seven (7) )
days, seven (7) weasures are given free to the Java coolies.”

“ A coolie and his wife are capabls of earning twenty-eight (28) rupees a month, that (e
is to say, if he works as a coolic, but if he works as a Cocos people he is capable of
making during the nutting season, of say forty-six (46) weeks a year, eighty (/' 80) rupees
a month full work.”

“The average earnings of Cocos people is about seven (. 7) rupees a week (£)
throughout the year. The same for a good and industrious coolie, but for a lazy man
he never earns more than three (£ 3) rupees a week.”

“ The privileges of Java coolies working in the Keeling-Cocos Islands are— (92
“He gets a free house, with from an acre to two acres of land for gardening purposes,
as much cocoanuts as required for domestic use, free firewood, fishing, salt, doctor’s
attendance and medicine, and all materials for repairing house and boats; liberty to buy
and sell any things that he can make or rear, such as vegetables, poultries, &c.”

21. Trade~—Copra has been the only article exported during the year. The
* Harrington ” took 690 tons of Copra to fill a Lisbon order and sailed on the 28th
September, a day before my arrival. The return from the “ Clementina,” mentioned in
last year’s report, is 5,902/ 18s. 7d. The cargo of cocoanuts shipped te Batavia by the
“Tweed " last year is still unsold, prices have gone so low, and no trade doing, showing
that it does not pay to ship to Batavia.

Mr. Ross hopes that when the weather, which has been very boisterous for the last
eight or nine months, improves, he will be able to get a cargo of ‘béche-de-mer, and
ship it to Singapore, if practicable.

22. Shipping.—Since last inspection 1886, September 17, French Gunboat * Allier,”
Commander Lermier, from New Caledonia to France; 1887, July 18th to September
28th, British Barque * Harrington,” Master Porter, to Europe ; 1887, September 29th,
H.M.S. © Rattler,” Licutenant Commander Maitlard Dougall, r.N., on Inspéction from
Singapore.

23. In addition to above, a Norwegian vessel ariived in distress, on fire, some months
ago. Assistance was afforded, and some of the cargo saved, and sent to Batavia, but the
ship was burnt.

24. Education.—Nothing further has been done with regard to establishing schools,
or religious teaching, but Mr. Ross is still looking out for a suitable clergyman to live on
the lslands, and teach his people. At present education is carried on in a very simple
manner and not forced, most of the Cocos-born can read and write, many understanding
English ; and it would seem that not much further is required than the very practical
education Mr. Ross gives them, in such useful lines as ship and boat building, carpentry,
joining, smithing, and house building ; in fact, there are few trades the Cocos people
have not iearnt something of under the clever superintendence of the Messrs, Ross.
visited the only school in the Island, a large house set apart for the purpose, the parents
paying a small fee to the teacher for his services.

25. The weather during cur visit was very boisterous and squally, much against our
going about the Islands: communication with North Kceling was impossible, the
C4
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anchorage not safe, and landing out of the question, on account of the sudf, Mr. Ross
advised a visit in February, as at that period of the year the climate on the Island is
more settled, and Mr, Ross would like, if possible, an intimation as to when he might
expeet a visit of inspection, in order that he niny get together supplies of food, such as
mutton, fowls, &e. The eyclone season would seem not quite over in February, seeing
the sevefe storm there was in that month of this year, but this year the weather has
been exceptionally bad.

26. Mr. Ross kindly gave me several specimens of birds and eggs found in the Islands,
which I have sent to the Straits Museum. He has promised to send specimens of
woods, &c., belonging to the Cocos.

27. On some of the Islands, rats, imported from a wrecked vessel, have become very
numerous and destructive. Mr. Ross has endeavoured to keep them down by hunting
with imported dogs, but would: be glad of a few couple of mongouse. I believe they are
not to be procured nearer than Calcutta. If Government could procure some of these
useful animals, Mr. Ross would feel very grateful for the favour.

- 28. [ eannot close my Report without expreé,s'in’g‘ my, thanks to Mr. Ross for his
hospitality during my stay on the Island, and for the straightforward help he atforded
mein secing everything for myself. I should also wish to express my gratitude to
Captain Maitland-Dougall, and the officers of H.M.S. “ Rattler” for their courtesy and
kindness during the voyage.
+29. Arfived at Singapore on the afternoon of the 12th instant, having left the Cocos
on the morning of the 5th ; the passage to Anjer Head was somewhat rough and
disagreeable.

30. I would suggest a copy of this and future Reports be sent to Mr. Ross. I might
add the official visit this year was not expected, as the usual time for coming had elapsed.

R: S. O'ConNoOR, .
Senior -Magistrate’s- Office, Singapore, October 17, 1887.

(D)
‘ Memo.
November 1886 to September 1887.

Barometér. . Thermometer.
Novembéer - - - 3002 |77 - - - 3daysrain
December - - - 2995 | 77° - - - 13 ”
January - - - 2994 |78 - - - 6 "
February - - - 2987 177° - - - 12 »
March - - -~ - 29901 (74 - - - 6
Aprit - - - - 2997178 - - . 8
May - = - - 3000|77° - - - 9
J“ne - - - - 29'98 750 - - - 7 3
July - - - - 8002 | 75° - - -9 »
August - - - - 8001 |75 - - - 7 ’
September - - - - 300175 - - - 9 »”

Average rain 8 days in the month.

_Memo.—February 1, 1887. The Barometer, 29°30.
Thermometer, 85°
Gale.
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(E.)

KreriNe-Cocos IsLanDs.

Census.

From August 28, 1886, to August: 28, 1887.
Cocos Inhabitants:

400 95 men - . - 110 women.
Deaths - 23 l 95 male children - - 100 female children
Totad - 377 | 190 Toral - - - 210 Total.
|
23 Deaths. Out of these 17 were infants.
2 women.
4 men.
23 Total.
Coolies :
1251 57 men - - - - - 26 women.
Deaths - 7| 19boys - - - - - 23g¢ils
Total - 118 76 Total - - - - - 49 Totul.
7 Deaths. Out of these 6 were infants. 1 man.
Grand Total:—Coucos - - - - - 877
Coolies - - - - - 118

Total - 495

(F)

KeeLing-Cocos ISLANDS.

Memo,

Marriages, Births, and Deaths from August 28, 1886, to August 28, 1887.

Cocos.
Deaths. 7 marriages. 29 births.

4 men. 16 males.
2 women. 13 females.
8 male children.

9 female ,, 29 Total.

23 Total.
95100 D
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Coolies,
Deaths. 2 marriages. 5 births,
1 man. 2 males.
2 male children. 3 females.
4 female ,,
—_— 5 Total.
7 Total.
Total marriages, 7 Cocos. Total births, 20 Cocos.
2 Coolies. 5 Coolies.
9 marriages. 34 births.

Total Deaths, 23 Cocos.
7 Coolies.

30 Deaths.

No. 5.
Sir HENRY T. HOLLAND to Sir C. C. SMITH.

Downing Street, December 29, 1887.
I BAVE received and read with interest the report by Mr. R. S. O’Connor upon
the Cocos-Keeling Tslands which accompanied your Despatch of the 26th of October,*
and T have been glad to learn from it the satisfactory condition in which he found
the islands on his recent visit.

2. With regard o Mr. O’Connor’s observations in paragraph 15 of his report, I shnll
be glad if you will consider whether it might not be desirable on the next occasion when
the islands are visited to send with the officer svlected for the purpose a member of the
medical department of the Siraits Settlements to report specially upon the health-of the
isianders, the causes of the prevalence of beri-beri, und the effect of the toddy-drinking to
which Mr. O'Connor refers, and I should also wish the visiting officer to consider specially
whether this evil might not in some way be removed or mitigated.

3. Referring to paragraph 17 .of the report, I have to express my concurrence with the
view taken by Mr. O'Connor, that it would not be advisable at present to introduce any
part of the Straits Settlements Penal Code, or to alter:the existing regulations, which
appear best suited to the present coudition of the community.

Sig,

I have, &ec.
H. T HOLLAND.

No. 6.

Sir C. C. SMITH to. LORD KNUTSFORD.
(Received September 28, 1888.)
ExTRACT.
Governinent House, Singapore,
August 30, 1888. "
Havine learned from the Senior Naval Officer that he was dbout to'send H.M.S.
* Firebrand ” to maké the annual visit to the Cocos-Keeling Islands, 1 appointed my
private secretary (Mr. Trevenen) to proceed in her as wy agent. There was.no.officer
of the permanent Civil Service who could be spared for this duty as the Government, is
very short-handed, and being anxious that the inspection should not be omitted and

* No. 4.
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should he made by a competent officer who could speak the language of the natives’
1 made the selection 1 have reported, thoush it earried with it no little personal incon-
yenience to myself, as I had no one to take his place during his absence.

The “Tirebrand™ left here on the 22nd June, and returned here on the 27th July,
She is rather an unsatisfactory vessel for such a trip owing to her very small coal-carrying
capacity, and there is absolutely no accommaodation for a pussenger. It was only through
the kindness and consideration of Licutenant Commander Denison that Mr. Trevenen's
presence on board was possible. The want of accommodation also prevented my acting
on your Lordship’s desire, as expressed in paragraph 2 of your Lordship’s Despateh of the
29th December,* though I doubt if 2 medical officer of the Government could have
been spared for a trip so long, owing to the slowness of the vessel employed. I had,
Liowever, the services of Dr. Nolan, r.N., courteously placed at my disposal by the Senior
Naval Officer, and he made as full and exhaustive inquiry as was practicable into the
sanitary condition of the islands and the people.

It is to be regretted that no definite conclusions on the subject of beri-beri could be
reached, though it is not a matter of surprise when the mysterious vature of the disease
is considered, and that it has bitherto bafled all the medieal research which could be
brought to bear upon it. Mr. Trevenen informs me tbat the Netherlands Indian
Government have had an eminent scientist from Holland engaged on the investigation of
beri-beri in Java for sume years without his being able to publish any results or mitigate
its ravages.

I enclose Mr. Trevenen’s report, and I do not doubt that your Lordship will concur
with me that he performed the special duty with which ke was entrusted with judgment %
and discretion. ;

I need not go through the report, but I may mention that, regarding the want of
education, I propose to cause Mr. Ross to be invited to send some intelligent youth
belonging to the islands to Singapore to be trained as a teacher in the Malay College.

7

Enclosure in No. 6.
Mr. TREVEXEN to the ConoNIAL SECRETARY, S. S.

RepoRT of a Visit of Inspection of the Cocos-Keeling Islands by Mr. N. P. TREVENEN,
’ under the Instructions of Governor Sir Cecin C. SyiITH, K.C.M.G.

SIR, Singapore, August 10, 1888.

I EavE the honour to report that, in accordance with instructions received from
His Excellency the Governor, 1 embarked at noon on Friday, the 22nd June, for
the Cocos Islands on board H.M.S. * Firebrand,” Lieut.-Commander J. Denison, k.x.

2.0n the evening of the 24th, while passing through Banka Straits, we made out
the British-ship ““ Niobe” on shore signalling for assistance. We anchored near her, and
‘an-attempt was made to tow her off, which unfortunately failed, owing to the hawser
fouling the ** Firebrand’s” screw.

-‘The master, Mr. Raiston, then came on board and begged Captain Denison to stand
by-him, and repeat the attempt at high water the following evening. Captain Denison
agreed to this, and the “ Niobe” was, after some two hours’ hard work, successfully
floated and towed into deep water on Monday evening at 10 p.m. She was a vessel of
1,600 tons, carrying a cargo of 2,000 tons of coal, and had been on shore for 10 days,
during which, the master stated, two unsuccesslul attempts had been made by other
steamers to get her off.

3. We proceeded on cur journey to Batavia, where we arrived at midnight on the 27th.
While there I called on H. B. M.’s Consul, Mx. McNeill, and on Mr. Forster of Messrs.
Tidman, Balfour and Co., Mr. Ross’s agents. TFrom Mr. Forster I learned that the
Netherlands Indian Government had sanctioned the emigration of Batamese coolies,
to ' number not to exceed 30 anuually, to the Cocos Islands, and I obtained from
hii a copy of a contract under which he had dispatched 18 men there on the Appendixat
23rd April last.

4. We left Batavia at noon on the 1st instant, the screw having been cleared by
the “ Orion’s ” diver of the hawser which had fouled it while assisting the ¢ Niobe,” and

? No, 5. Not printed.
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a supply of coal tuken in; and wrived at tle Cocos on the morning of the 6th at
8.;1.m., the distance from Juva Head to the Islinds heing entirely performed under
sail,

5. Mr. Dursley came on board on behalf of Mr. Ross and Captain Denison, and |
subsequently went on shore and called upon Mr. Ross.

6. The following day Dr. Nolan, of HM.S. “ Firebrand,” and I, accompanied by
Mr. Ross, visited the Bantam village, and made enquiry as 10 the health of the people
and the sanitary condition of the village,

7. The village is situated on the lee-side¥ of Settlement Island ; the houses are clean
and spacious ; each is provided with separate cook-room and latrine. The inhabitants
are accustomed to use the sea beach at night for the latter purpose, but if compelled to
resort to the latrine during the duy the night soil is removed as svon as possible to
below high-water mark. The latrines were clear of soil when we visited them, and
there were no débris or rubbish worth mentioning in the cook-houses. The earth
floors of many of the houses showed traces of washing with quick-lime, which Mr. Ross
said he had found efficacious in checking the progress of beri-beri.

8. The L:ouses thuugh as I have stated roomy, are dark, and as the Bantamese have a
great dread of cold, #«nd close all windows and doors at night, the ventilation is nut as
good as it should be. Mr. Ross stated that he found the greatest difficulty in persnading
the villagers to veutilate their houses.

Appendix B+ 9. There were four Bantam men confined to their quarters—we visited each
separately,-and I took notes of the answers made by each to our questions. Besides
these there were several slight -cases of both Bantamese and Cocos men not sufficiently
affected to prevent their carrying on their work. )

10. Mr. Ross stated that the present outbreak of beri-beri had coincided with the
arrital of a-pew batch of coolies fron: Java at the end of April, one of whom died of
the-disease immediately after arrival and before landing. The body was buried on
Direction Island, two miles from the Settlement, and the clothes, &c. of the deceased
were burned.

In spite of these precautions, others of the mew arrivals were attacked and the
disease spread to the older inliabitants. Of the new arrivals, all had, however,
récovered at the date of our visit, except one, who died during our stay. There can
be little doubt that the fear the people have of beri-beri strongly predisposes them
to the disease when it appears among them. We could not ascertain that the
persons recently attacked had been in any way specially mixed up with the newly
arrived coolies. )

11. The water supply of the Settlement is obtained from wells, varying from 6 to
12 feet in depth. I took foursamples of water :—one (1.) from 2 well'in the Bantam
village, from-whence infected cases had previous to-and during their illness been supplied,
and another (IL.) from a well which had not, so far-as I could ascertain, been used by
any beri-beri patients, two-samples (I1I. and IV.) from the Cocos village were taken in a
similar manner. Dr. Nolan kindly analysed all four, and could find no important
differences, there being-no -evidences of oxidisable- matter or nitrous acid in any—a trace
of ammonia in 11. and IV., and small differences'in the amount of lime and chlorine.
He considered. all the samples perfectly wholesome.

12. Men are more frequently attacked by beri-beri than women, and children after
lteething enjoy comparative immunity, though before that period infant mortality is
arge.

13. Mr. Ross informed us that cases sent to North Keeling almost invariably
recovered, and that he had tried the experiment of bringing water from that Island in
tanks for the use of sufferers, but that they were so unwilling to mdke use of it that
several: barrels had become spoiled through lapse of time.

14. In answer to an enquiry of mine, suggested by a paragraph in Dr. Mugliston’s
Annual Medical Report for 1886, he stated that he had tried a daily ration of lime-juice,
but without any apparent results. It appeared, however, that the lime-juice had been
issued to patients only, -and not to all the labourers without distinction.

* The Cocos boing within the range of the South east Trades, the South and South-cast sides of the Islands
are called the weather or windward, and the North-wost and North the lee sides, .
t Not printed,
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16. To sum up the results of the enquiry, there appears no assignable cause for
the previdence of beri-beri, except importation from Java. Mr. Ross states that an
outbreak has so regularly followed upon the avrival of fresh coolies from thence as to
compel him to restrict the import of lahour to the minimum necessary for the working of
the Islands.

16. From this contagion might be inferred, but I may mention that the man Satipan,
referred to in the notes of cases visited, has been suffering for more than a year, and
during that time has inhabited the same house us his wife and four children without
any of them being affected.

17. The condition of the Islands would appear distinctly inimical to the prevalence of
beri-beri; there are no swamps or marshy ground, the =oil is dry, and rain is speedily
absorbed ; the South-cast Trade, a cold and bracing breeze, blows steadily over the la-d;
fresh fish is readily obtainable for foud, the water supply is goud, wiile the dw ellings are,
as have been stated, sufficiently spacious, and the sanitary arrangemcnis as good as
possible.

18. Dr. Nolan and I are, however., of opinion that the coulies are unable to obtain as
large a quantity of fruit as they were accustomed to in Java. This is, in a great
measure, due to themselves, as each man has a plot of land assigned to him, and has
his time from midday vn Saturday till sunrise on Monday at hi< own disposal.

19. It is right to state that Mr Ross has, so far as we could judge, done all in his
power to check and palliate the disease, aud he was most willing and indeed anxious to
carry out any suggestion which could te made to him. And asa proof of his good
faith, I should add that, thinking that sickness might arise from occasional high tides
flooding the Cocos village, he has constructed a sea-wall half a mile in length, ahout five
feet high, and ten wide to keep the water out.

20. This portion of the Report has bien written after cousubation with Dr. Nolan,
and he entirely concurs in the views expressed.

21. On my return voyage, 1 ascertained from Mr. Forster that all the coolies, who
embarked in April, had been exomined by the Medical Otiicer of the Dutch Government
and duly passed. This would seem to point to subsequent substitution, as it is difficult
to conceive that a man, so affected as to die of beri-beri a week afterwards, could have
escaped the Doctor’s observation.

PoruraTion.

22. The population of the islands on the 30th June last amounted to 535 souls, of
whom 385 were Cocos people, and 150 Bantamese.

The following table was furnished to me by Mr. Ress. Itisin the form hitherto
supplied, but is misleading, as all persons under 21 years of age are set down as children,
and 1 suggested to Mr. Ross that he should, in future, divide the return into two classes,
one of children under 10 years, and the other of persons over that age.

As now entered some of the children may themselves be parents.

Keeling Cocos Islands.
From August 1887 16 30th June 1888.

Coces People. Bantam People.
i N @ g & s H EE
Els | 2|28 212121212z
E 2| B |5 E|ElE | EE|E|E|E
z a a =1 a S Z = A < a 2 &
Men- - - - - - 79 - 1 - ; 2 76 58 - 5 22 73
Women - - - - - 85 - 2 - 2 81 32 - 1 3 1 38
Male Children - - - -] 109} 10 10 - 1 108 20 - 1 - - 19
Femulo Childton < - | 113 | 13 6 - - | 120 U] 4 3 - - 25
385 150 | 535
Ds
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Birtas, Marr1ades aNp Drarns,

23. There were 23 births and 19 deaths among tlie Cocos people, and 4 births and
10 deaths among the Bantamese.

Seven marriages have been contracted since Mr. O'Connor's visit, fonr between Cocos
people and three between Bantamese.

The deaths ainounted to 29 out of a population of 535, or 564 per thousand in ten
months, as compared with 37:6 per thousand per annum in the Straits Settlements.

They were almost all caused by beri-beri, 16 being infints under six months. One
child was accidentally drowned.

Of course, in so small a population, a very few deaths more than the average make
the-percentage of mortality very high.

CrIME.

24, There has been no erime on the Islands since the last visit.

Tobby DRINKING.

25. In regard to the toddy drinking, I can make no suggestions. It is not openly
practised, and Mr. Ross tells me that, though he knows a great deal of toddy is
consumed both by the Cocos people and the Bantamese with very deleterious effeets,
he has not for some years seer any man in a drunken condition or incapacitated for work
from the effects of drink. Those addicted to it take it in their own houses afte: their
day’s work is done.

Toddy is almost a necessity of life in the Cocos; it is required for making bread and
cakes, whether of flour or rice, and for sugar, and as vinegar.

26. To prohibit its manufacture would be to punish all, especially the women and
children, aud would teud to lessen the use of flour among the people, and thus perhaps,
by lowering the diet, increase their liability to beri-beri.

The difficulties also in the way of enforcing such a prohibition would be very great, if
not.insuperable. There are nearly balf a million-trees.on the Islands, any one of which
affords a supply of the juice, which has only to be allowed to stand for 24 hours after
extraction to be ready for consumption. To regulate its manufacture by placing it, on
certain terms, in the hands of a few selected persons, as a farm, would be equally difficult
in the absence of any police, and would place temptations to theft and other evils, from
which the Cocos are happily free, in the way of the people.

27. The only means I could see that would be-of any effect were moral suasion by the
priests,-and I took advantage of conversations with the Cocos and Bantam lmams to try
to gdin their assistance in impressing on the people the prohibition in the Koran against
indulgence in intoxicating liquors. :

The Cocos Imém readily promised to do his best; the Bantam man took up the
ground, firstly, that toddy was merély a juice and as such not an intoxicating drink;
and on being driven from this position by my poinfing out to hini that it became
intoxicating through fermentation, he said that the prohibition in the Koran applied to
getting drunk and not to drinking! He was, however, obliged to admit that all habitual
toddy drinkers were sooner-or later attacked. by beri-beri, while abstainers escaped, and
in the-end he also promised his assistance, though I have not any faith in.the promise.

28. On the Sunday evening after’ my arrival, about 200 of the people, all who could
be readily got at, were assembled at the quarters which had been very kindly placed at
my disposal by Mr. Ross. I told them that I had Leen sent by the Governor to visit the
Islands as on former occasions, to-see how they were progressing and how the people
were, and whether any assistance was needed either by Mr. Ross.or by the people, and
to report to the Governor anything which they might wish to represent, and I invited
them to come to me either then or at any time théy liked during my stay and freely
make any representations they wished.

COMPLAINTS.

29. A man named Antonin, one of the newly imported coolies, complained. of the
substitution of a money allowance of *f'2 in lieu of the rice ration formerly given..

* The g'ig'n b signfﬁes guildcr.ﬁ The Dutch A;guilder is wortllr about oni; shilling and cight pence. The
Cotob currénoy guilder, which ig a she¢pskin-note, is worth five sixths of a Dutchiguilder.

oA
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"This ehange, which was, I am informed. introdneed at the suggestion of Mr. 0’Connor,
seems heneficial, as an incentive to thrift, and «s enabling u man to obtain four in lieu of
part of his rice ration if he prefers it. Mr. Ross wishes to encourage the use of flour as
much as possible, as a preventive measure against beri-beri,

30. The man also complained that lie had been told he would have to gather coco.
nuts only, and not to husk them ; while Mr. Ross stated he was an incompetent workman.
I sent for him the next morning and told him to husk some coco-nuts in my presence,
when he certainly proved very incompetent, taking nearly two minutes to one coco-
nut, other men <oing the same thing in a few seconds.

As he still complained that he had engaged only to pick nuts and not to husk them, 1
referred to his contract, which mentions “such labour as he may be called on to
perform,” and further pointed out to him that the work of delivering ccco-nuts unhusked
would really be infinitely greater owing to their weight. A husked coco-nut weighs
about 13 lb., one unhusked about 8 1b.

To deliver 400 coco-nuts per diem, as the terms of the contract required, would,
therefore, require the transport of a weight of one ton eight cwt., an impossible task.

CORRESPONDENCE.

31. I handed a letter which had been given me in Singapore to the addressee in the
presence of the people, and told them all that I would take charge of any letters which
they liked to liring me, and post them in Batavia or Singapore. About a dozen were
brought me by Cocos people mostly for Singapore. None being brought me by Bantam
people, I went down to the village, but could not find any one there who could read or
write.

Mr. Ross assured me that every facility was given to any one who wished to write by
his schooner, and that his agents in Batavia paid the postage when requisite.

EpvucaTion.

:32. I visited the school kept by the Cocos Im&m ; only 17 boys were present, though
there are at least 40 of school-going age. Of the 17 present, only two, who had attended
some four vears, could read, and that not well. No arithmetic or geography is taught,
the-teacher knows little or nothing of either. The bouks used were few in number,
mostly theological and moral manuseripts ; there were only two slates and no maps.
The teaching is practically confined to reading the Koran. I asked the lmdm if he
would use any books that might be sent him from Singapore, and whether especially he
would try to acquire sufficient arithmetic to. enable him to afford the boys 2 grounding,
the hnportance of which | pointed out to him. e promised me that he would do se.
He is an old man, but intelligent, and seemed acquainted with countries and nations,

« such, for example, as Russia, of which it would hardly have scemed likely he should
have heard. “He is paid by the parents of his pupils, receiving a fee from each family
which sends boys to the school. His age is against him, and he could never become an
efficient teacher, but if supplied with a few elementary bouks selecled from the
Educational stock here, some improvement might be effécted, the extent of which could
‘be. ascertained at the next visit of inspection. o

33. There are two .ways in which the school might be made efficient—one bj-the
supply of a trained teacher from Singapore, as suggested by Mr. Birch. Mr. Ross would
be ready to accept such a teacher; though he scemed afraid of rousing friction umong the
people, and of the influence of the present teacher being exerted against a newcomer.
He also-seemed to fear-that a stranger might introduce ideas of discontent among his
primitive people. ‘

i should, however, hope that if the teacher sent was a man of tact and made to

understand that he was to act as assistant to the present man, in whose haunds the
religious teaching should be left, and who should not be allowed to suffer pecuniary loss,
the old mau would, before long, be content to leave the actual teaching in the hands of
his uksistant. :
" The other alternative; which I think, looking to Mr. Ross's apprehensions, would be
perhaps preferable, would be to select some intelligent Cocos youth to undergo a course
of training in the Malay College, with a view of becoming the assistant of the present
teacher and ultimately his successor. -

34. Mr. Ross still seems to.entertain the idea of inducing some clergyman to settle on
the Islands and undertake tuition, hut.nothing has been done in this divection; the scope
for such a gentleman would be very limited, the friction apprehended by Mr. Ross would,

D4
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be much greater than in the case of a co-religionist, and in the meanwhile the children
remain ignorant,

35. It would be unjust to pass over without notice the excellent practical education
selected young men receive in carpenter’s and blncksmith's work in Mr, Ross's workshops.
It would be difficult to find anything better. The work turned out is excellent, and one
or two Cocos-born men who served their apprenticeship in the islinds are now in the
receipt of high wages in Singapore.

LaBour.

36. As has been stated, the restrictions on the import of coolies from Java have now
been removed, and there is no difficulty in obtaining a sufficient supply.

37. I regret to state that most of the Bantamese covlies are in debt. 1 found that
out of 49 men who had been three years and upwards in the islands, 41 are in debt in
sums varying from f283.75% downwards. The average indebtedness of each individual
is /80.39, the 41 owing among them in round figures f3,295. Right have a credit
balance of /376, or an average of f47 per head.

38. The men themselses attribute their indebtedness to the high prices of provisions.
Mr. Ross says they are frequently lazy, and absent themselves without cause, thus
rendering themselves liable to deductions.

39. Every ‘Bantamese coolie starts with a debt of f60 currency, the equivalent of f50
Duich,. which he receives as an advance before leaving Batavia; they .also occasionally
ask for and obtain advances to enable them -to provide a dowry for their wives on
marriage in the islands. One man.applied, while I was there, for an advance of 250 for
this purpose. )

. Dowries are payable in silver, so the advance, if granted, would ‘have involved the
applicant in a debt of £300 currency, 2 sum he would find-it very difficult to pay off.

40. The Bantamese receive now f0.50 per working day in lieu of their expired verbal
contract wages of f10 per month of-30 working days, and allowauce of f2.80 worth of
rice. This change, which is somewhat more favourable to the labourcrs, has been
recently effected. ‘Women, if desirous of adding to the family earnivgs, can obtain
J0:50 for 400 nuts shelled. They can thus earn about f3 per week without interfering
with their houschold duties. I saw a number of women working daily at the ware-
houses.

41. A coolie employed in nutting is bound. to deliver 2,400 husked nuts weekly to
obtaint these wages, with proportionate deductions if a less quantity is delivered, and
extra payment at therate of /1 for every 400 nuts in excess.

42. Having satisfied myself that this extra payment could be earned, and not
infrequently was, at all evenis by those who have enjoyed a year or so’s experience, in
view of the bad effect produced by the system of runsing into debt, I spoke to the men
on the subject, pointing out the possibility afforded -them of increasing their earnings,
and stating that I had requested Mr. Ross to discouragé as much as possible the incurring
of future debt, except on such grounds.as illness or for necessaries.

43.. Mr. Ross thunked me for so-doing, and said I had rendered him a very considerable
service in strengthening his hands ; he wished to avoid debt as much as possible, but
frequently found it difficult to refuse. .

44. Of those in debt some have made one -or more trips to Batavia, 12 men in all
having been te Batavia since January ist, 1880, the majority of whom have returned to
the islands. It is unlikely they ‘would have done-so-if they had been dissatisfied with
their treatment there.

45. That they can avoid deht-is shown by the fact that one man with a family of five
children has a credit of f'159.50, waile another who has not yet been five years in the
islands has a credit of f103.75. )

46. In the course of my inquiries, I met with an interesting case of a man of some
50 years, a widower, who has brought up, entirely at his own -charge, several children
who were orphans, until they were old enough to take care of themsclves. He has
now three such children in his house, a girl and two boys, sister and brothers.
. Though ranked. ainong the coolies, he is 2 Madura man, not a Bantamese. He is named
Bandoot.

* T'his man has been-12-years in tho Island.
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47. The Cocos men are not in debt, and have credit balances aggregating /9,464.75
i Eilctltl man possesses his own hoat, house and garden, though they make little use of

1e latter,

They receive if, as they usually are, employed in nutting, £1 per 500 husked nuts
delivered in store. Journeyman mechanies of ordinary eapacity earn about JB per week.
Seamen employed in Mr. Ross's schooners are shipped before the Consul in Batavia in
the ordinary way.

48. Each man, whatever his nationality or employment, is granted a house, or building
materials, as many coco-nuts as he can “use, and the right of free fishing. The Cocos
men are, of course, able to make more profitable use of the fishing privilege than the
Bantamese, owing to their greater expertness, and it is probable that the Bantamese, in
many instances, at all events, are compelled to purchase fish from them.

Provisions. Prices.

49. Rice, the staple article of diet, is sold by Mr. Ross at f1 per seven measures,
equivalent to 12 lbs. English. Tobacco is sold in packages at f1 per package, weighing
about % lb. Flour is sold according to the cost, only rice and tobacco being sold at
fixed rates, which were settled a long time ago.

50. The price of rice in Java has lately fallen very much, but, on the other hand, the
relative cost of transport to the Cocos has increased, owing to the schooners being no
longer able to take remunerative freight to Batavia. They are consequently idle except
when fetching provisions.

Formerly the profit on produce sold in Batavia contributed towards the up-keep .f the
schooners, which Mr. Ross states amounts to /27,000 per annum. 1,143 pikuls* of
fice have been imported since the last visit.

51. The natives make such purchases of curry-stuff, &ec., as they require through the
crews of the schooners.

There is nothing approaching a bazaar in the islands, nor could I find that there was
any dealing to speak of among the natives themselves. For instance, I could not
ascertain the average price of fresh fish. Nothing seems to sell under f0.25 (3 of a
guilder) which is the lowest currency in use.

Thinking the absence of currency of a lower denomination must prove inconvenient
to the people, I made inquiries of Mr. Ross, and was told that formerly currency of
70.124 (3 of a guilder) was in circulation, but it had been gradually returned, the
natives always changing it for higher denominations, and it was no longer in circu-

lation.
The general measure of value seems to be the purchasing power of a quarter-guilder.

592. I could not learn that the Bantamese coolies were informéd on engagement of the
‘higher prices of provisions, &e., in the Cocos as compared with Java. I think, though
perhaps it is rather a matier for the Netherlands Indian Government than our own,

" that they should have this information.

53. Articles of European manufacture, such as clothirg, imported by Mr. Ross direct
from Europe, are sold by him at prices much below those common in Singapore. T saw
some excellent Oxford shirtings and French silks which seemed very cheap. The silks
are rauch affected by the Cocos women. .

54. That the inhabitants, as a whole, are well-to-do is proved by the fact that, though
there was a large quantity of fowls, &ec., and a number of sheep on the islands, I was
unable to procure any, though I offered considerably more than the ordinary prices.

CURRENCY.
55. In addition to the balances of £'9,464.75 and f376, stated before as owing to the

Cocos and Bantamese respéctively; there are 2,519 currency and about £1,000 silver in f 9’43%75
eirculation, principally among the Cocos people. ) P

The credit balances are represented by pay notes specifying the work done, the rate,
and the date. They can be at any time exchanged for currency, but the people seem to
prefer them, as, being payable to the owner by name, and registered in the books, they
can. be cancelled if 1ost or stolen. .

A pikul is 138 Tbs, Avdirdlipois.,‘
05100, E
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Probucr,

56. Six hundred and twenty tons of copra have been mannfactured for export since
Inst; inspection, and are now awaiting the arrival of the anpual chartered vessel. No
other mapufacture g carried on, the prices of coroa~nut oil and .of fresh cocoa-nuty having
fallen so much as to render their éxport to Java no longer remunerative. Mr, Koss
inforimed me he intended to prepare a cargo of béche-de-mer as a venture for the
Singapore or Hongkong mirkets,

o

VESSELS. A

57. Only one vessel, thé Dutch barque * Dorathoea,” has .called at the Islinds 'since
H.M.S. ¢ Rattler " was there. She was in need of slight repairs, which were effected,

and she proceeded on her voyage. . S
_ e . I S, o 11,
o MereoROLOGY. . . o
58. I attach-a table showing the highest and lowest readingsmoted of the barometer
and thermometer since the last visit:— - e .
P T O S | . Baromieter: ' ' ‘1 . Thefmorneter. -
e FE T S I io e PSPPI POy PP R TP o t:
* o Mimth: =
! Max. Min. Max. 1+ Min.
: ! . . P Y WP
, ‘~'.:“ ‘ B coe - S R
Deceraber 1887 <« - - =] 81.00 o 2078, | . .86 L
January 1888 .- - - - 30,02 29.84 . 87 . 78
Febivary ,, - - = - 30.06 T Tegg0 N U B
March. =, et . m ef o 78004 0 | 02090, f - 88 ;| . 74
Wl v, owete w0 o) o 3007 ool C2migon | 80 | 175
May ', =T et . 3000 ¢+ |- v 9987 ’ 80 L
Juoe P 30,07 o apget 88
TR L. L ) -\!«:; .3 FU R te ‘,'j:' Rt T, 11;. - T R gty
T — T 3

- iThe ‘standard .barometerfan‘dgin(zxiinu‘m-anﬂ:»mir_ximum- thermometers supplied from
-Singapote last year arrived out of order. - T-have ‘brought:them-back:with me to. be put

Tight. .
. “i‘!:i R TR PR T P N ! [ L R A TE H B oo T
“The rain gauge has not beén put up yet.

O I R N T . N Soher IEEER ] Oy i '

, .
(53R 2 072 PRI PP € Ty e

PSR o Frig-siary. ~ ' o
59. The flag-staff put up when Mr. Talbot hoisted the-flag has been blown down;.and
"has not as yet-been re-érected. ) ey T

Raws. L

i 60 Rats still cause very considerable damage to thencocoa.-’ﬁutitrgeslzdhd destruction of
young chickens and pigeons, Their numbers are kept -down as much as possible by

WO LT Ty e i ST ST S
continuous hvnting by men‘and dogs. 5

S orae ! P . et S . '

IMPROVEMENTS AND ALTERATIONS.

61. A steel tramway half a mile in leligth now connects the warehouses with the
.landing stage. The tramway is laid upon. lapd which was sea beach. three years-ago, so

ﬂ H Y et IR Y R DR A B ‘. ASSL LAY T
rapidly is.reclamation being, cariied on in Séttlement Isl,inq The foundations of the
L new house which Mr, Ross proposes to biiild for himself aré nearly. ¢ompleted.
4 booot T oo O N " ' ' . . i
g e - .- CoAn. ¢ - : :

" 69, If dékived, Mr. ‘Ross would “build a shed and'take_chirge of ‘cogl for the use of
H.M.'s ships or the Colonial Government steamers. “The edst’ wotld bé that of the
" shed and the freight from either Batavia or Singapore.in, the schooners,

I i
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63. A melancholy accidsnt ocenrved during our stay at the Islands, by which the
gunner (Mr., Mayne) and a quarterwaster named Riee, of the “Firebrand,” lost their
lives, .

They left the ship in the afternoon of the 19th July for a sail in the bay in a small
skiff, and were last seen near some vocks about twe iles to leeward of Settlement Island
by some natives, who said they saw them haul down their sail. TFrom what information
I vould gather from the natives, I coneluded that when they thought the sail was being
taken in the boat really capsized. If this was the case, the boat, and any persons
clinging to it, would either have struck upon some of the nurierous rocks in the bay, or,
if they escaped them, have been carried down by the wind and tide on to the barrier
reef. ~As soon as the sad occurrence was reported to Mr, Ross, the following morning,
he sent. his boats to search the other [slands and the reefs, but withuut sucvess. The
“ Firebrand ” searched outside thirty miles to leeward, on the chance of the boat having
escuped the barrier and drifted out to sea. j

No trace, however, could be found of either the boat or its occupants. Seventeen
lives in all have been lost in this way within Mr. Ross’s recollection, all being Europeans,
strangers to the place.

64. Nothing could have exceeded the readiness with which Mr. Ross placed  his
services.and those of his inén at Captain Denison’s disposal, or that with whi¢h the
men respounded to the call made upon them, while the skill, bravery, and perseverance
with which the many most dangerous places in the bay were searched was most
marked. o :

GENERAL.

65. The conclusions to-which- I have come-are that the Cocos people are well off and
contented ; the Bantamese are not $o- well-to-doas the others, but they liave no serious
grievances. All classes looked well fed' and clad; and the Bantamese who had been
some years at the Cotds coimparéd favourably in point of physiqué with the new
arrivals. If all classes coiild be induced to follow Mr. Ross's wishes and cultivate
vegetables and fruits for their own ‘ise it would’ be a great gain, -and might probably
lessen beri-beri. Since my rétiith I have -obtained from the Forest Department a
collection of 16 varieties of vegetable: Seéds, whick will be sent to Mr. Ross by the next
opportunity. S .

‘That the administration of -thé Islands by Mr. Ross is -good is sufficiently shown by
the absence of crime and the non-existence of police.

A community which has been free from even petty offences for seven years must be a
very well ordered one. CoT T ‘ )

The people are well cared for when sick, and receive medicine gratis. Every care
that experience can suggest is taken for their safety ; a watch is kept at night, and any
boat missing is at once reported and searched. for, while depots of provisions are kept at
the lee islands for the use of any persons prevented by stress of weather or other cause
from returning to Settlement Island,

66. Every possible “facility in making my inquiries was afforded me by Mr. Ross, Wwho
placed his-services and his books at my disposal during my stay, besides showing me
much personal kindness. A

67. To Captain Denison especially I am indebted for much hospitality, and my thanks
are also, dué to,the officers, of H.M.S.  Firebrand ” for their readiness to. assist me jn.any
way.’ T o .

T T S I L A T VoL L F T SN STt IR VO
Dr. Nolan was miost painstaking in endeavouring to tracé the source of beri-beri, and
gave me much valuable assistance: i S <

Singapore on‘the 27tk July. « . ¢

69. Since my return to Singapore I have been favoured by Mr. E. J . Nanson_ ’.‘vi‘_t,p a
deScription of u memorial tablet erected in Carisbrooke Church to Mr. William Keeling,
the discoverer of the Keeling-Cocos Islands, which is so interesting that I append it
in full, )

+68: We left the Islandsion the 14th; and, after calling at Batavia for coal, ‘arrived in

vt

1 have, &c.
N. P. TREVENEN.

E2
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ArpenDix C.

Mr. E. J. Nanson to Mr. TREVENEN.

* L4 * * * *

A curiously painted wooden tablet hangs against a pillar in the body of Carisbrooke
Church in the Isle of Wight, with a representation of a ship, her sails unfurled, a man
upon her deck and over his head a garland. Tlhe sail bears the word * Fides— Faith”;
on the compass is written “ Vérbum Dei—God’s Word”; on the sails * Spes—Hope.”
Underneath is the following quaint inseription : — '

“ Here lyeth the body of the right worthy William Keeling, Esquire, Groom of the
Chamber to our Sovereign Lord King James, General for the Hon. Bast India Adven-
tufers, where he was thrice by them employed, and dying in this Isle, at the age of 42,
An. 1619, Sept. 12th, hath this remembrance heer fixed, by his loving.and sorrowful wife,
Ann Keeling :—

Fortie and two years in this vessel frail

On the rough seas of life, did Keeling saile

A merchant fortunate, a Captain bould

A courtier gracious, yet alas! not old,
Such.wealth, experience; honour,.and high praise
Few winne. in twice so-many years or daies -

. But what. the world. admired; he deemed but dross,.
For Christ: without Christ,-all his gains.but.losse ;.
For him, and his dear love, with merrie cheere,

To the holy land his last course he did steere..

Faith served for sails, the sacred word for card,

Hope was his.anchor, glorie his reward ;

And thus with gales: of grace, by happy venter,

Through straits of death; heaven’s harbour he did enter.”

No. 7.
LORD KNUTSFORD 7o Sir C. C. SMITH.

ExTRACT.

‘ ‘ Downing Street, October 25, 1888.
X mave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 30th of
August* enclosing Mr, Trevenen's report on his late visit to the Cocos Islands.

This report is very interesting and reflects much credit upon its author.

.

.1 am glad to.notice that. you propose to take steps for having .one .of the islarders
trained as a teacher at Singapore, with a view to taking up educational ‘work on his
return to the islands.

* No. 6. . . i
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No. 8.

S C. C. SMITH to LORD KNUTSFORD.
(Received September 28, 1889.)

Government House, Singapore,
My Lorn, August 29, 1889,
Inave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the enclosed copy of the report l2,,
of Lieutenant and Commander Maitland Dougall, of H.M.8. * Rattler,” detailing the Aué’lm?%
account of his visit to the Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands. I also enclose a copy \88"’-,
of my letter* to the Senior Naval Officer in connection with this annual visit of one of 129,
Her Majesty’s ships to those islands. . ~tdtgy,

2. There is nothing of a special character in the report to which I need draw your
Lordship’s attention. Since its receipt I have got Mr. Ross’s application for land at
Christmas. Island, and I propose to issue to him a lease of a portion of that island, where
he has effected a settlement. 1 am glad to hear from Commander Maitland-Dougall
that the prospects of cultivation are very fair, and that the supply of good drinking
water is ample.

I have, &e.

CECIL C. SMITH.

Enclosure in No. 8.
Report on the Cocos-Keeling Islands, 1889.

1. IN other than the undermentioned headings, with the remarks thereon, for the last
twelve months, the able report of Mr. N. P. Trevenen in 1888 holds good for the welfare
and prosperity of the islands and their inhabitants at the present date.

2. Paragraph 10.—There is now no case of beri-beri in the islands. No fresh case

has occurred since the last visit, and the four natives then affected have entirely
recovered.

. Paragraph 12.—Surgeon W. M. Craig, of the ship under my command, is distinctly of
‘opinion that beri-beri is accredited to many ailments which are not of that nature,
.especially so in the case of infants, the real cause of whose deaths is neglected infantile
-complaints.

Paragraph 22.—The following is a statement of the population, with details of the
births, deaths, and marriages, in the past year :—
Census.
.. July 1888 to July 1889.

Cocos-BORN. BANTAMESE.
il k] General
. % E " K] g Total.
< q = 4] 21 .
Sex. BE: -;{-; g % 3 s % E 5 g | 4
— -1 <
slalald({8]|8 El&|4|& |8
Men - - - -1 76 — 4 1 73 73 —_ 4 1 b 66 1388
Women- - - -| 81 — 1 2 75 33 —_ — —_ 6 27 102
Mels Chiidren - - 1108 15 10 -— 1112 19 [ 1 - 1 22 134
Femule Children -  -1120 12 7 — — | 126 25 6 3 -— 1 27 162
386 —— 141 526
Maxrriages, 5. Marriages, 5.

Mrs. George C. Ross and six others died from an epidemic of so-called influenza.

* Not printed.
E3
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Paragraph 24.—1 may draw attention to the faut that again this year there has been
no crime whatever in the islands,

Paragraphs 29 and 30.—There is not a single complaint among the Cocos-born
inhabitants or Bantainése doolies this year, Both olasses now share the same privileges
and rights, o e '

~Paragraph 87 ++Neaily .every coolie has paid off his debt, the largest single debt
being now ‘only 25 rupees: . ‘

Paragraph 56.--The produce of the islands this year will fall short, both in quantity
and in value, of thut of last year; the former being diue to a long drought carly in
the year. o ”

Paragraph 57.—Only two vessels have called since.JH.M.S. ¢ Firebrand” was at: the
islands: one, the British ship “ Bothan,” in need of water and provisions ; the other the
Italiap;barque ¢ Unione,” chartered by Mr. Ross to cafry copri to Hamburg.

Paragraph:59.—A flagstaff has been: erécted on-the pierhead, Settlement Island.

Pajagrapk 63.~Nothing of the Tate Mr. Mayne, giriner, and Quartermastér Rice, late
of ““Firebrand,” has béen discovered, beyond a brokén oar of thieir boat, which was pidked
up on one of the l:e islands. St T

8.4Mr. . George C.-Ross showed me every kindness, and enabled me to visit both the
‘dwelling-houses and-the workshops of the natives during my stay. His fatherly solicitude
toward his.people is most marked, as is also the “depthl of his grief at the bereavement
he-and his children have lately sustained by the death -of that good and amiable woman
his late wife. © ' '

oL o oo .o W. MairLanp DovearL,
H.M:S. “Rattler,” Anjer, Java, Lieut. and Cominander.
: August 12, 1889. ‘ : Lo e

] v ., . N
AN : b

. REPORT '0n the Settlement made,on Christmads Island... ...’

1. Mr. Andrew F. C. Ross, with a party of 13 persons, was landéd at Flying Fish
Cove: from -a:schooner: ‘belonging' to..Mr. George-C.. Ross in, November last-year: :Since
then:five: Malays-have beenwithdrawm to Cocos-Keéling. -The:settlers now consist of:the
follosving individuals :==Mr. Andrew ‘B.-C: Ross (in-¢ommand), Mrs:-A.F. €. Ro&s (wife),
Kenneth Ross (son), Mr. Alexander C. Ross (brother), Sadi, Rivers, Gondpot;. Duncan
Lindsay,.(brother-in-law), Marline-(nurse).

.
YRR S Y 4

: SN . D I TN Y S
2. A dozen huts have been built at the head of Flying Fish. Coye; :and;.cocoaznut . trees
and various vegetables planted in the immediate neighbourhood; the undergrowth, but
not the forest trees, having been cleared away for the pirpose. Cocoa-nuts to the number
of some hundreds have been planted on the southern-slopes of the hill which rises
imiediately above the cove ; a well, froim’ Which dod water is-obtained, has been sunk
closé to thie hamlet. o ST e e
8. Mr. Andrew. Ross informed me that though the -island had. no indigenous trees or
plants of value, he had great hope, the outcome of a nine months’ experience, that
imported cocod-nut, coffée, and pepper would thirive well. ' _

4. He appears.to have exploréd the island to ia l'beftdinfextent ito the southward and
westward of the cove, and to have-found its surface everywhere alike in feature:
. ' : ! L Doa W o o - . A
5. Fresh food, in the shape of fish, crab, frigate bird, pigeon, and dove, seems grgsi_ly

chtainable, while the imported vegetablés grow rankKly. ‘
T 5 < - f ! ’ o H o, . : . e st Y gid
5. The Cocos<Keeling schooner is shortlyto visit them with supplies, and éverytliing
points to the fuct:that the Settlément, if.a grant of sufficient land be obtained from H: E.
the Governor of the island, is intended to bé Jermanent.

7; Her Majesty’s Letters Patent Were:dufy' read and proclaimed, and Mr. A. F. C. Ross
informed that legal tenure could only be obtained from Il,E, the Governor of the
island. T
ca e s T e ~+ . W, MarrLano Doueav,
H.M.S. “Rattler,” at Sea, Lieut. and Commander,

August 2, 1889.
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No. 9,

Acrming Governor Sir J. F. DICKSON to LORD KNUTSFORD.
(Received September 10, 1890.)

Government House, Singapore, August 6, 1890.

“ - ExXTRACT.

T mavE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, the enclosed copy of \
a report by Mr. H. N. Ridley, Director of Gardens and Forests, on his recent visit to the

Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands. 1

Enclosure in No, 9.
Mr. RipLEY to the COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Botanic Gardens, Singapore,
Sir, July 30, 1890.
“T BAvVE the honour to report my return from the visit of inspection of the Cocos
and Christmas Islands in H.M.S.  Redpole,” and beg herewith to submit my account of
the voyage and inspection. ’ o

Voyage.—The “ Redpole ” left Singapore on Saturday, June 28th, at 10.30 a.m., and on
the evening of that day an accident occurred to one of the engine cylinders which made
it requisite to delay for one day {June 29th) for inspection and temporary repair. It
was decided to:go-on to Batavia and properly repair the cylinder there. Starting again
at night. (June.29th). we reached Batavia July 2nd. - Here it was found necessary to
remain for over a week, till July 12th, and: during this time I took the opportunity of
visiting the Botanic Gardens of Buitenzorg and the hiil gardens at Tjiboddas, making
notes and investigations, arranging exchanges, &c., with Dr. Trept and Dr. Burck, the
chiefs of these gardens. On July 12th the “ Redpole ” started again for Christmas
Tsland, which was.reached on July 13th. We delayed but oue day (July 14th), and left
that.evening for Cocos Islands, having had sufficient time for all necessary inspection -of
.the new_settlement, and also for obtaining specimens of ithe fauna.and flora of the island.
Cocos Island was reached on July 17th at noon, and we remained here for two duys,
.leaving.on July 19th, 9 a.m., for Singapore. After 4 delay of one day at Anger Point in
order to pick up the mails and obtain such fresh ‘provisions as were possible, we arrived
at-Singapore July 28th, 5.30 p.m.

Christmas Island.—The Colony here is situate on the beach in Flying Fish Cove, where
.'the,ground has'been cleared: and planted;:and several houses, one of corrugated ivon, have
been erected. The inhabitants are as follows :—Mr: Andrew F. C. Ross; Mrs. Andrew
Ross.; one son, four years old; Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Ross and two daughters;
Duncan Lindsay, age 19, and James Lindsay, age 12, brothers of Mrs. Andrew Ross; a
nurse und baby boy ; three Cocos-born natives'; three Bantamese coolies, engaged for
one year. :
... As far as is necessary the rules-of Cocos Islands.apply to these latter.
. .Mr. Ross .is-at, present planting Liberian coffee, vegetables, sugar, and cocoa-nuts, and
hopes to add other yegetable products.and live stock,.the latter to supply passing ships,
There is a good supply of chickens and: fish and. wild pigeons, besides frigate birds, which
are good.eating. ‘The endemic palm-tree produces a good eatable sago.

Stores.are brought. to the island. by the schooner on ‘its way to Cocos Island every
three months. There-are. two.gond -wells; with excellent water; near the settlement.

.The soil seems very good; though .apparently not. very deep, being brown and light,
thoroughly impregnated. with the droppings of the numerous sea-birds. There is plenty
of good timber suited for building on the island.

Besides the houses on the beach, Mr. Ross has built another on the highest part of the
Lill, where it is very cool. '

' There is xio report of sickriess or crime, and all seem contented. ,

‘No vessels have touched at the island since the visit. of the last Government ship from
‘Singapore exeept-the schooper, B ‘

.t s ' 4 '
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Qocos Islands.—Mr, George Ross was not here at the time of our visit. He had gone
to Lngland, partly, as we were informed, for medical advice as to failing eyesight, and
partly also to make arrangements about an extension of the lease of the Christmas Island
gettlement. He passed through Singapore, en route for England, on the day preceding
that on which the * Redpole” left for Cocos. Mr. C. Ross, however, came on board
shortly after our arrival, and gave us every facility for making enquiries and secing the
place.

Population.—The-census of the population kept by Mr. Ross is herewith annexed :—

Cocos IsLANDERS.

—_— No. Births. Deaths. Departures. Totul.
Men - - - - 73 —_ 1 1 68
Women - - - 75 _ 2 2 71
Male children - - 112 7 2 1 116
Female childrer - - 125 13 2 1 135
390

Marriages - - 4
BANTAMESE.

No. Births. Deaths. Arrival Departure. Total.
¥Men - - - - 65 — T - — 3 : 62
Women - - - 27 —_ —_ ’ 1 2 26
Male children - - 22 6 —_ —_ —_ og
Female children - - 27 3 —_ _— — 30
146

Marriages - - 3

Total of entire population, 536.

Disease.—The beri-beri has now entirely disappeared. At that part of the village where
it had been prevalent a raised turfed bank forming a walk has been made to prevent the
sea washing into the gurdens and houses as it had done; -and probably had at ‘least
aggravated the disease. All the people seemed remarkably healthy, and old Neh Basir,
formerly one of Mr. Hare’s slaves, appeared remarkably vigorous, though he must be
at least 85 years old. ‘ -

The influenza was introduced to the islands from Batavia by the schooner, but appears

. to be.of a very mild type, and there were no bad-cases. There .does not appear to have
been any epidemic-or disease of any importance during the past year.

‘The causes of the deaths mentioned in the census' were, in the cases-of thé two women,
.childbirth; the man was old and paralytic. The mortality of the children, nearly
+ of the'births, is perhaps due to the difficulty of procuring milk, as owing to the
absence of grasses suitable for cattle it has been found impossible: to keep them. The
soiliis very unsuited for almost every kind of grass, but attempts inay be made to-cultivate
some of the shore grasses, such-as Dub.(Cynodon Dactylon) and Buffaloe Grass (steno
taplirum). RN

Crime.—There has been no-case of crime during the past year. There is wery little
drunkenness, but where it is impossible to do without toddy for making sugar and
vinegar it will always be impossible to prevent a little drinking.. Gambling is -only
“permitted during three days of'the annual holiday, and forbidden during the rest.of the
year, and Mr. Ross states that this latter prohibition is very rarely transgressed.

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (¢) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



41 )

Coolies—TFrom enquiries made it appears that the population, both Cocos-born and
Coolies, are well contented with their position and treatment, and Mr. Ross has now no
difficulty in procuring coolivs from Java. More, indeed, offer to come than he requires,
He complains, however, of the three years’ engagement system, stating that a Bantam
Coolie ou his arrival in Cocos is unable, from poverty of condition, to pcrform the daily
task allotted, viz., to husk and carry to the store 500 coconuts. A Cocos-born can o
this in a few hours, while an imported coulie cannot gt through the work in less than the
day. Indeed, Mr. Ross states that till the coolie has been thres years in the island he is
of little use, and by that time his engagement is terminated.

Mr. Ross does not intend to do away ever altogether with coolies imported from
Batavia, and indeed it would be unadvisable to desist fiom introducing fresh blood from
time to time into the islands for fear of injury from too close inbreeding.

Provisions.—The food supply, as far as fish, chickens, eggs, bananas, &c, seems
abundantly adequate, but it is very much to be regretted thata fungus, which is stated to
have been iniroduced into the islands in some vegetable seeds imported from Singapore a
few years ago, destroyed the vegetables, orange and lime trees. [ saw nospecimen of the
fungus itself, but gather it was of the nature of a black-blight, which here infests the
orange trees. It appears that the seeds sent germinated and grew up satisfuctorily, but
that when apparently thriving the disease appeared and quite destroyed them and the
froit trees. The absence of cattle has been alluded to; there are still some sheep upon
the islands, but not many, and the owners refused to sell to the “Redpole.” The large
wild fiuit pigeon has been intioduced into Cccos and seems tu thrive, but it is of very
little value for eating. )

The rats seem to do a great deal of damage 'still among the coconuts, and Mr.
Ross thinks of introducing the mongouse to combat it.

Introduced provisious, rice, tobacco, &ec., are sold at the old prices. I compared the
price with that of the rice in Batavia and found that there did not seem to be anv ever-
charging, and the tobacco also seemed to be at a fair price, and on asking the natives if
they considered it dear they stated that they thought it was quite far.

There are now ne shops in the island, and such extras as the natives require are boucht
in Batavia by the meu in the schooner, who, of course, take a commission. This system
might lead to extortion on the part of the sailors, but it is difficult to see how to
avoid it.

Visits to Batavia.—Any islander who desires it is allowed a free trip to Batavia, but
he is pledged to assist the sailors of the vessel if and when required. They rarely remain
for more than one rcturn of the schooner.

Education—We visited the school, a very tumble-down building, chi-fly kept in repair
by the master and scholars. The master, it appears, knows but little, and has a very small
proportion of the children under his tuition. The eldest is about 13. Education is
not compulsory, and the master admits that the boys prefer to learn the use of the chisel
to that of books.

The Cocos children ate very apt at learning mechanics. Some books were sent for the
schoul through Mr. Trevenen some time ago, but they do not appear to have been much
used. Idid not see in the schuol auy map or diagrams of any kind, and would suggest
that this style of education would be probably better and easier for the children than
the books sent.

Plotting, making models to scale, carpentering, come naturally to a Cocus child, 2nd
I think that diagrams of mechanical and similar subjects would really be studied by then.

Ezports and Shipping.—No ship had visited the island during the past year except the
chartered ship, which tovk away 850 tons of copra.

Copra now is the only export. Coconut-oil is no longer made, and the old factory has
fallen into disrepair.

Mengkudu and Béche-de-mer are also not exported any longer.

I have no more to add, except the suggestion that meteorological observations should
be kept at Cacos Islands. There is there a rain-gauge and anemometer, but they do not
seem ever to have been used.

In. conclusion, 1 have only to say that throughout the voyage I received every assistance
from Captain Freeman and the officers of the * Redpole.”

I have, &c.,
Hewry N. RipLEY,
The Honourable Colonial Secretary. Director of Gardens and Forests, S.8.

95100, F
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No. 10.

Siz C. C. SMITH 1o LORD KNUTSFORD.
(Received November 16, 1891.)

Government Honse, Singipore,
My Lorp, : October 14, 1891.
Havine been informed by the Senior Naval Officer that H.M.S. « Rattler” would be
deiailed to make the usual aonual visit to the Cocos Islands and Christinas Island, I
deputed Mr. Walter Egerton, Acting Senior District Officer, Province Wellesley, to
l,,sn““““” acziompzlmy the expedfit‘ién. . o . )
) enclose a copy of Mr. Egerton’s interesting report. i
V pr g i ST 1 have, &c.
CECIL C. SMITH.

Enclosure in No. 10.
“ RePoRT OF VisiT 7o CHRISTMAS AND Cocos IsLanNps.”

District-Office, Butterworth,
Siz, - September 24, 1891.
- -1 Bave the-honcur to report that in accordance with vourisstructions I embarked on
board H.M.S. “Rattler ” (Lieutedant and Commarder Heugh, ®.N.) at Singuapore; at
‘8 a.m. on the 25th July lust. The anchor-was weighed immediately afterwards.

2. We arrived at Batavia on the Z8th, and aftera siay of four days for coaling, &c.,
left for Christmas Island on the morning of the Ist August, sighting the island in the
forenoon of Monday the 3rd, and anchoring -cluse to the shore in Flying Fish Cove at
2 pam. ’

3. Mr. Alexander Ross came on board very shortly afterwards, and Captain Heugh and
I went on-shore with him. The beach is of snow-white coral shingle, heaped up almost
perpendicularly about 10 feet high by the swell from the north-west in the winter
~months. 1 went all-over the Settlement and saw the inhabitants, who are now only nine
in number. We returned oin board about nightfall, after shooting about 40 of the
‘Chiistmas Island pigeons, Mr. Ross dining on board. ' ’

fvalk to the 4. The next morning we landed early with two.of the officers, and accompanied by
lstean.  Mr, Ross and four of his-men walked to the supposed highest point of the island, where
T had been told Mr. George Ross had-a small house, to which a good path had
been cut. .

Lz 5.. V,’Yg-ﬁfglj.nd:’tha_t the track was only marked by old blazes cut ou the trees, wiich
were difficult-to follow without the assistance of a native ; the trees on the way up were
: full of the large species of “ Pergam ” pigeon pecuiiar to the island, and a large number
and-crebs.  Of thiein were shot by the party as we went along. The land-crabs were astonishingly
' ‘mimérous. They strike a stranger as more like lobsters or overgrown crayfish cut for
a holiday than anything elsé; the ground was perfectly riddled with- their holes; and if
the rich soil of the island needs any turning over this is done by the ¢ crabs”™ far-more
effectually than by worms, which. appear dbsent here, in other countries.

6. The ground along the north side of the island, off which we weré anch,oi:ég},' rises
very steeply; in places forming high cliffs, to the plateau above; the only piece of level
.ground being the strip of coral beach, some .30 yards wide, on which the Settlement
is located.

-7: From-this point, at the eastern extremity of Flying Fish ‘Cove, however, the slope is
much more-gentle, and it is by this route that the plateau is reached.
8. Going as we:did through thick forest, shooting on the way and loitering to observe

the habits of the crabs, it is extremely difficult to estimute the distance to the top, hut I
Jdo not think it is more than two miles,
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9; I hoped and expected to find o clearing of rome kind, enabling mic to abtain a view Unexplored
of the island, but the cleared space is only some 50 yards square in the centre of the forest, ke of
and surrounded by very lofty trees. In itis a small shed, the roof of which is 6 feet high ; !

I could find no path leading out of it except the one by which we had come. Mr. Ross

and the natives with us knew of no way to the edge of the cliffs, and the only
exploration of the plateau that I could hear of wasa one day’s walk of Mr. Andrew

Ross, who started jn the morning from Flying Fish Cove, returning the same evening.

As the island is as large as Singapore, and it is covered to the water’s edge with thick

forest, he could not have got more thun half-way across it.

10. The =il is an extremely rich chocolate loam (of voleanic arigin ?) through which Chareter of
masses of sharply pointed greyish-coloured coral rocks project ; thisstone is perforated in ™
all directions with small holes. The quantity of stone varies as the steepness of the ground,
and where the ascent was very sudden, all the soil had been washed away, leaving
nothing but piles-of this rock.

11. At the top there was very little rock. The plateau varies from 900 to 600 feet
above the sea, and there is probably a slight depression in the centre of the island.
Everything planted by the settlers grows with the greatest luxuriance, and i was assured
there are no long droughts, rain falling at all seasous of the year. On the other hand, Scarcity of
hie porous character of the stone and the lightness of the soil allows the water to sink in water.
very rapidly, and the setilers have only been able to get water by boring into the coral
rock close to the shore in Flying Fish Cove.

12. 1 saw several abandoned wells on the rising ground near to the cove, and at the top,
in the small: elearing where the Rosses had in vain tried to procure water; they have,
liowever, 10 boring Implements, and the excavations had not been carried more than
20 feet.

13. Remembering the size of the island and its unexplored condition, it is as yet much
too early to-say that water is not procurable on the plateau.

14. The planting done consists of a few hundred coco-nuts in the coral shingle near planting
the Settlement, these have been allowed to become choked with weeds, and are in many dere.
cases much overshadowed by trees. I believe this is the reason why they are growing
very slowly.

15. Bananas, papayas, chillies, pumpkins, limes, oranges, tomatoes, radishes, soursop,
egg-plants, sweet potatues, &c., are growing in the vicinity of the huts most luxuriantly,
though they are left almost untended.

16. The 'young coffee (Liberian) and tea-plants look extremely well. A small g
plantation -of ahuut half an acre of the former has just been formed about a quarter of a
mile from the hamlet in the midst of the forest.*

17. A remarkable feature is the entire absence of bamboos or rattans on the island,
which makes progress through the jungle easier than in the Straifs.

18. T saw some white aut-hills, but oaly on the lower part of the slope ; they have White ants.
probably introduced themselves within the last few years.

19, There can be very little doubt that the island has a great agricultural future
before it, but. [ regret to say that at present very little is being done to develop its latent
resgurces.

20. I made a collection of a number of orchids, but, unfortunately, my servant left
thern on shore at the Cocos.

21 It would be well in a future year to send a second officer with two natives to Exploration
explore the island and make a collection of its flora and fauna, and a further séarch for ofislang
water. They could be picked up by the gun-boat on its return from the Cocos. advisable.

292; The Settlement has now been established for three years, and the number of Numberand
intabitants has varied from 16 to 9. Their ouly meat is provided by the birds, which imoness of

swarra-all-over the island and arve extraordinarily tame.

25. To give an instance illustrating this (1), I caught a little thrush with a butterfly
net; (2) I shot 10 pigeons on one tree, one after the other, without one of them
attempting to fly away.

* See paragraph 88.
F2
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24, The gulls and frigate birds looked on unconcerned while the pigeons were being
shot round them,
25, There are no snskes or scorpions on the island.

26, I noticed threg kinds of pigeons (1) thrushy, a large white gull, the frigate bird,
swifts, and three or four kinds of small birds about the size of a wren, and several species
of bats ; it is almost certain that further exploration of the cliffis will reveal caves to
which the bats retire in the day time.

27. There were very few species of Rhopalocera. I noticed two Terias and a species
of Nymphalide, very like an Euthalia, and what I tosk to be a charaxes.

28. I saw two small kinds of lizards.
29. Mr. Andrew Ross and his family had left in the schooner for the Cocus Islands a

-week before our arrival. His brother Charles is guing tv Lurope, and he takes the latter’s

place as * Doctor” in the Cocos.

30. The inhabitants at the time of our visit were Mr. Alexander Ross, his wife and two
little girls—they have been- there since the foundation of the Settlement—his cousin,
Duncan Lindsay, a lad of 21 years, two Cocos youths, two Bantamese youths. All seemed
in excellent health and contented.

31. The slope from the shore seawards is so steep that it is only possible to anchor
very close to the beach. The small bay is very insufficiently surveyed, and it is therefore
difficult to pick up 2 secure anchorage ; just after our return on bvard on the afternvon
of our arrival the anchor was.discovered to be dragging, and it was considered necessary
to weigh it, it took two hours before another spot with suitable soundings could
be found.

32. I should have liked to have stayed at least another day, bu. Captain Heugh was
g0 -anxious about the safety of the ship that I could not ask him to do so.

Cocos.

33. Leaving Christmas Island at sunset cn 4th August we had a fair wind to the
Cocos, and anchored in. the lagoon inside Direction Island at ubout 3 p.m. on the 7th.
The anchorage is about a mile from the landing place on Settlement Island, opposite
Mr. Ross’s house. -

34. At 4 pm Mr. Andrew Ross, who was till a fortnight before our visit stationed on
Christmas Island, came off with an invitation from his brother, Mr. G. C. Ross, to the
captain and myself, to put up on shore with him during our stay.

35. We landed about 5, and were met on the jetty by the Superintendent, his
daughter, Miss Ross, who came out in May last after finishing her education in Europe,
and his second: brother, Mr. Charles C. Ross, who acted as Superintendent when his elder
brother was away:

36. We found very comfortable quarters awaiting us in a small annexe to Mr. Ross’s
house, which he keeps specially for visitors, and during our stay he did everything
possible to make us thoroughly comfortable; assisting Captain Heugh in the survey of the
harbour by the loan of a punt and its crew, und giving me the use of a sailing boat to
visit the different islands of the atoll.

37. Mr. Ross and his daughter had only arrived from England, vi¢ Singapore and
Batavia, a few months before our arrival, and Mr. Ross himself had just returned in his
own schooner from a trip to Batavia, He had seen the notice in the papers of the
intended visit of the ¢ Rattler ” to the Cucos, and we were therefore expected.

38. Mr. Ross's house is.a comfortable low brick bungalow with verandal all round, and
an extensive garden filled with fruit trees and vegetables, amongst which the following
may be noted as growing well* :—The European fig, grape-vine, chico, West Indian
Avocada pear, guava, papaya, bananas, limes, which were especially fine, oranges, sugar-
cane, pumpkin, yams. The house is surrounded by a substantial brick wall, with broken
glass on top, built in the time when attacks by the Bantamese coolies were feared.

* All the trees have this year been attacked with blight, which threatens to seriously injure the gardens.

Irsmlv a yellow bumboo completely covered with blight, which appears to be the same as that common in
inglund,
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39, Inside the wall round the house are a number of large Nyamplom and Casuarina
trees, forming a protection from the strong south-east trade-wind, which blows during the
greateir portion of the year.

40. Between this wall and the workshops and offices is the annexe in which we slept, Position of
a banana plantation, and more of these large trees, behind the house and beyond the the vi(l)ll:a:eu.
garden all is coconuts up to the outer shore. Mr. Ross’s house is nearly in the centre ot
the lee shore of the island, to the svuth of it along the shore of the lagoon lie the houses
of the Cocos men, and to the north beyond the stores and offices the houses of his
brothers, and beyond these again the Buntamese village.

41. Ali the houses in the islands are thatehed with coconut leaves, laid on layer over Coconut
layer (as straw thatch is at home) to a thickness of from 18 inches to 2 feet. It forms a thatch.
most excellent ro f, keeping out the sun’s heat and perfectly impervious to wet,

42. Paragraph 25 of Mr. L. . Birch s report* stutes very cleaily the many BEuropean Cleantiness of
habits adopted by the natives. The abandenment of the dirty Malay custom of throwing Cocos houses
all the kitchen and other refuse of the house through the floor should also be mentioned.

43. In the Cocos every house has a separate kitchen, and the soil under and around the
houses is kept scrupulously clean.

44. Every young man has to build himself 2 house before marrying. This costs him
hardly anything but the labour, as the coconut tree supplies both the root and the walls;
nails Mr. Ross gives free to any house builder.

45. I went through the Bantamese village several times and visited many of the houses. Bantamese
They are all very clean, with beaten earth floors, raised beds, and in many of them tables villsse:
and chairs. They are all built in a line about 20 yaids from the beach; in frontis a
cleanly swept expanse of sand, and upposite each house stunds its kitchen on the edge of
the water.

46. I spoke to many of the coolies and their wives; all seemed contented, and many had app.
been on trips to Java, frequently returning with relations. ) of soolics.

47. They all looked healthy and well nourished.

48. In the same way I paid several visits to the Cocos village; T heard no complaints of Complaints.
the price of provisions or clothing; but I was told, and I could see, that payment in coin Coinage.
would be much preferred to the present parchment currency, both by the Bantamese and
the Cocos men.

49. The lowest “mnote” isnow one quarter of a rupee. Mr. Ross informed me that (Sa-tali.)
nothing smaller is required ; the inhabitants having so few wauts and earning money so
easily that anything of less value is either given up for nothing by its possessor or its sale
refused. I do not think this tends to economical habits, and I feel sure that it would be
far better if the Straits cvinage were introduced.

50. With an honest capable administrator, like the present Mr. Ross and his
predecessors, the ““ Chit " system works- smoothly enough, but it is at any time liable to
serious abuse ; and os Mr. Ross has stopped the cashing of his * notes ™ in Batavia, owing
to certain forgeries of them there, the *“ notes ” arc only current in the Cocos.

51. Mr. Ros’ss reason for preferring the “note” system, as given in his memo. of 1st June
1887, are, that gunpowder and poison, &e., could then be purchased and introduced. But
Mr. Ross professes that at any time he is ready to change the notes into silver for any
oue who is going on a trip to Java or elsewhere; and, therefore, I de not see the objection
to a metallic currency in the islands. For the last two years no ship has called there, so
that the opportunities for making an improper use of the money are very rare.

52. It would be quite easy to introduce our Straits coinage after due notice had been
given, and I would recommen the following way :

58. On the nccasion of the annual visit to the atoll let a supply of the coinage be taken 1ngoduction
down, a proclunation issued, and a week given to all holders to briag in their * Cocos of Straits
Notes”; these being exchanged for coin as handed in coull then be cancelled and °°"28®
handed to Mr. Ross with a supply of, say, another §3,000, and he could give a draft on
his agents for the total amount supplicd ; any further supplies could be indented for as

required.

S R SV

* Enclosure No. 1.
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b4. Asregards the rate of exchange, which is permanently fixed at five-sixths of g
guilder for a ¢ Cocos Rupee” Note*, it appears to have been vverlooked in all previous
reports that the Cocos note represents the Indinn rupee and not tho Duteh guilder, Ay
the present time an Indian rupee is worth 89 cents of a Duteh guilder.

56. 1 aim of opinion that the Siraits coinage is preferable to the Dutch.  First, because
the Islands ave British; second, because the natives of the islands are moie connected
with Singapore and the Straits than with Java, as many of them speak English, and some
have relations in Singapore and Penang, but none in Java. The Straits dollir is also
readily exchangeuble in the Dutch colonies.

56. There are, at least, 30 Cocos-born people living in Singapore, in Selegie-road aud
Short-street, and I brought back two parcels and five letters for them from their relations
in the Cocos.

57. Mr. Russ informed me that vhere was no restriction on correspondence, but 1
gathiered from thepeople that Jetter-writing was discouraged, if not prohibired.

58. I went through the store rooms, kept by Mr. Ross, and was tolil the prices of the
various articles, which did not appear to me at all high, especially when the isolated
sitiation of the place and the expense of freight is considered.

59. The wages paid are exceedingly high; a man can easily earn a rupee in half a day
in collectingf nuts ; all the children and women can assist in this work, so that an
industrious family could easily save a considerabie sum.

60. The women, and children too, work at] shelling the nuts and the husband of one
of the former pointed out his wife as a woman who could shell 1,600 nuts by 11 aam.
and thus earn a rupee.

6i. The coolies’ expenses are, on the other haud, very small. Rice is the only
necessity. They have no rent and no taxes to pay ; they keep their owa fowls, and fish
abounds everywhere.

62. I met only one man who was thoronghly discontented, and he was an old
Bantamese. 1 came across him while out zlone shooting on the West Island. He stated
that he had a wife and four children and-could only eiru a rupee a day, and was, .there-

fure; anable to save anything in order to return-to Java. In cross-examination he said,

his rice ¢ost 11 rupees a month. 'This léft him, supposing he worked only 24 days a
month and that his wife and children earned nothing, 13 rupres for tubacco, clothing and
othér luxuries, so that I came to the conclusion he was a confirnied gambler. Mr: Ross
says that gambling is very commou -on the islunds.

63. The health of the islands diiring the past year has been very good. There has
been no return of beri-beri, and no outbreik of any other diséuse. In a population of
over 550 there were only three deaths of adults, but ihe infantile morality is astonishingly
large. During the year there were 37 births and 20 deaths of infants. That is to say,
more than 50 per cent. of the. children born.§

64. Mr. Ross attributes this to want of knowledge in the mothers of the proper way to
bring up infants; this may be so, but the snbject snould, Ithink, be inquired into at a
fature visit: L.only-discovered it on the morning we-left-on recciving the Census returns.
As there ure no cattle or-goats there is. o substitute for the mother’s milk, and possibly
the climate, or food of the natives, may cause the mother’s supply to be insufiicient. At
any rete it is extraovdinary that there should be such excessive infautile mortality in a
mild-elimate amongst a race who live such. healthy lives and possess such robust health as
the Cocos Islanders. .

65, Amongst such a small community there must be much intermarriage of near
relations; possibly this may be a cause of so many deaths of infants, but the parents
show no signs of deteyioration.

# Tliis has heen the rate.ainee the time of Mr, Rqssf gng.dfather. [§ce also para. 13, on pp. 88-4] )
+ "The nuts are husked where found,-so thet collesting includes hugking, und one rupec is paid for each
500 nuta brought in,

t Only Bantamese do this work, o . ' .
§ ‘Tho percentage wus one-seventh of birthe in 1889-90. Mr. Ridley comments on th- high rate in his

- report.
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66. The births during the year Augrust 1890 to August 1891 were—

——m Y Mules PFemales. Totul.
Cocos horn - - - - - ‘ 12 11 23
Bantamese Ce e 7 7 14
And the deaths— ||
Cocoe - - - - - - i 1 o 20
Baotamese - - - - - ‘ 2 2 4

Tle deaths consisted of one old man of congestion of the liver; one middle-aged man
of influenza ; ene middle.aged female of cancer ; one boy of Java fever; 20 of Infuntile
sicknesses.

67. 1t will be observed that the mortality is much greater among the Cocos children
than ameng those of Javanese parents.

8. 1 would suggest the placing of an apothecary for a year on the island with direc-
tions tc attend every confinement and to instruct the women in midwifery and also in the
treatment of young children.

69. Mr. Ross mentioned the frequent outbreaks of epidemics of *“ Java Colds ” aftcr the Introdustion
arrisal of bis schooner from that island.  This further curroborates what I have la.cly seen by vessels.
mentioned in the English newspapers regarding vutbreaks of coids on isolated islan-s on
the arrival of any sbip from the outer world. At the time of our visit half the inhabitants
had colds, and they all declare it was due_to the return of the schooner the week before.

70. Eunclosed is a detailed census of the islands, showing the Bantamese immigrants Population.

and their children separately from the Cocos settlers. According to the census there are
now in the Cocos.

T
CinbREN.
Meles Females Total
above 1S. | above 16. {7 otal.
Males, Femeles.

The Ross family - - - 4 e 7 7 24

Other Europeans - - - 3t — — — 3

Cocos men (including many of 8¢ 94 81 87 346
mixed European and Maley

bleed), -
Bantamese, &e. - - - - 68 5 38 32 " 183
Toran - - - 159 143 126 120 530

* Tour of these are Cocos women.
+ Norwegian Officers of the “ Twoed” and “G. C. Ross.”

71. Included under Bantamese &ec., are 38 males and 45 females born in the islands,
so that the actual immigrant coolies only number 68 males and 32 females.

On the other hand amongst the 373 Cocos people are included nine men and seven
women who were born elsewhere.

72. The total population at the time of the last census was returned as 536 ; during the
year there have been four departures of Bantamese; eight persons have returned from
Christmas Island, and Mr. George Ross and Miss Ross from England, and the excess of
births over deaths is 13.

73. At present there is practically no education. A few Koran classes are held by the
old priest, and this is all. The boy, Rajali, who returned with me to the Cocos after three
years training in the Singapore Malay College, will, I hope, be set up in a school by Mr. Education.
Ross ; but Rajali’s father seemed anxious that the boy should gointo the office, and I am
of opinion that Mr. Ross is not greatly in falgom' of general education himself.
+ 4 ’

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



48

;l‘!w English 74, The Cocos men seemed surprised und disappointed that Rajali had not been taught
shgutge.  Fnelish in Singapore, and it is certainly the language that would he most useful to the
islanders.
75, Nearly all the older people speak English, but very few of the younger ones, and it
is a great pity that this language should die out as it is now doing,

76, 1 am afraid Rajali is too young and inexperienced to make u good teacher,
especially as he will have no supervision, none of the Rosses knowing the Malay character.

77. T urged Mr. Ross to select two clever hoys and send them to the Raffles School,
where they would be sure to secure a good education. It is lamentable tosec the way in
which even his own nephews and nieces grow up, unable to speak anything but Malay.

Rats. 78. The damage done to the coco-nut plantations by the rats, introduced by the wreck
of a Norwegian ship some 10 years ago, is very great. On Settlement and the adjacent
islands over 75 per cent. of the young nuts are eaten by them; on West Island they
are not so numerous, and as yet they have not succeeded in crossing to Horsburgh Island,

79. The loss thus caused to Mr. Ross is very serious ; he has imported a number of
fox and bull terrier dogs from England, and in this way the number has been reduced,
but I fear they will always be a serious nuisance.

~ 80. The rats live in the tops of the trees, and the method pursued in destroying them
is for a native to climb thé iree and dislodge the rats, who then fall into the jaws of ti.e
dogs waiting below. Some of the dugs have become very cunning and “ point ™ at trees
containing rats.
West Iand  81. The coco-nuts on West Island are now the most fruitful. They are all trees
plantation.  planted since the cyclone of 1876, which swept away unearly all the plantations on this
Aniwalerop  side of the lagoon.  The present annual crop of copra amounts to from 700 to 800 tons.
produced by N il is now made, and it forms the sole article of export. It is prepared in a much
1slands. ) L ; - .
more cléanly and careful manner than that in the Straits, and consequently commands a
higher pricé in the English market.
82. It is loaded in bulk by Mr. Ross’s own men in the chartered ship, and compressed
into -a solid mass by rolling heavy barrels full of water over it during the loading ; this
method of loading s, I believe, peculiar to the Cocos.

Rain-gauge 83. 1 found the rain-gauge had not been used, and the educational drawings supplied
:i';i:ld““' by the Government have not been made use of.
drawings. 84. The temperatire and the barometer readings are taken daily at 6 a.m. The
Climate. following are-the monthly maxima and minima since the last visit :—
1890.
Barometer. Thermometer.
. : Lowest.
Highest. Lowest. Highest. (Taken 6 2.m.)
Juy - - - - :80°00 29°90 78 ' 75
August - - - - 30°03 29°91 78 74
September - - - 30°04 2988 78 73
October - - = - 30°09 2988 77 74
November - - - 30408 2993 78 73
December - - - 30°04. 20-92 78 75
1891.
January - - & - 30°07 20°82 80 . 74
February - - - - 30°06 2981 80 74
March - - - - | 20408 2083 80 74
April - - - - 30°01 2974 80 77
May - - - - 3008 29+91 81 79
June - - . - 3006 29°08 78 76
July . 3006 2903 78 76
August - - - - 30:07 30°01 79 75
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86, From the 7th April to the 16th August, with the exception of the 13th May, the
wind was invariably between east and south at the time the morning observation was
taken. From the end of January to the 7th of April it was variable, but still principally
in the same quarter,

86. The cargoes of copra during the last four years have been despatehed as follows :— Copra
1888, by “Unione” to Lisbon, 782 tons ; 1889, in September, by ** Phaeton” to London ; ;ﬁmﬂed;“
1890, by “ Vanadis " to Hamburg, 850 tons; 1891, in February, by ¢ Esther,” 619 tons, England,
and this autumn the cargo is also to be sent to Liverpool. Mr. Hoss stated to me that
the price to be obtained on the Continent is generally higher, but that there is greater
difficulty in obtaining payment, and therefore lic has decided to always ship to England

in future.

87. The stoppage of Messrs. Tidman, Balfour & Company, of Batavia, owing to the Lossby
failure of the connected firm, Mactaggart, Tidman & Cowpany, of London, occurred f;;;g‘;gg of
shortly before our arrival. This firm has for a long tine acted as Mr. Ross's ugents, and '
he is a-very heavy loser by the failure; his loss including the whole of last year's crop,
which had just been placed in their hands, as well as a considerable cash balance in
Mr. Ross's favour.

88. Mr. Ross informed me that he was in Batavia, taking steps to procure a gang of
coolies-for work in Christmas Island, when the news came, and that owing to the failure
he is obliged to give up for the present all plans for the development of that island.
This is much to be deplored, us | feel sure that plantations there would prove
profitable.

89. Nearly all Mr. Ross’s stores are now procured direct from England, with the Stores now
exception of rice, tobacco, and sugar, and a few other unimportant articles, and he finds %’;;,‘:;g from
that this plan, which was just being tried for the first time when Mr. O'Connor visited '
the Cocos, is far better than making lvcal purchases in Batavia.

90. No ships had visited the islands during the last two years, with the exception of No ships

the unes chartered to carry home the copra produced. stopping at
91. There was no crime during the year. Absence of

crime.

92. Toddy-drinking is now general amongst the Bantamese, and to a lesser extent Toddy
amongst the Cocos people, but cases of drunkenness are rare. drinking.

93. No new coolies have been brought to the islands since the last visit. -

94.. I was disappointed at not being able to visit the North Keeling Island. It is the
largest of the group, 16 miles away to the north of the Cocos Atoll. The landing there
is difficult in rough weather and the anchorage is unsurveyed. No officer has yet landed
there, though from what was told me by the natives, the difficulty of doing so seems to
have been exaggerated.

95. During our stay an accurate survey of tlie anchorage at the lower end of the
lagoon: was completed, which will be of great use to all ships visiting_the harbour.

96. In conclusion, I wish to bring to your notice the cordial way in which 1 was
received by the officers of the “ Rattler,” and the great trouble taken by Captain Heugh
to make me thoroughly comfortable during my stay on board.

\ I have, &c. o
WaLter EGERTON,
Acting Senior District Officer.
—

95100. G
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No. 11,

LORD KNUTSFORD to Sir C. C. SMITH.
SiR, : ) Downing Street, December 23, 1891.
1 1ave the honour to acknowledge the receipt-of your Despatch: of the 14th of
October, enclosing a repart from Mr, Walter Egerton respecting his visit to the Cocos
and Christmas Islands.*
. Ehave read this very clear report with much interest, and I should be-glad to: be
favoured wit" your opinion «n what My, Egerton says as to the introduction of metallic
currency into the Cocos islands, in substitution for the so-called Ross paper currency.
If 1vis the swish of the people, I' am- inclined at present to think that it should be done.

I regret that although. they have done so much good ivork in other respects, the
leading membtrs of the Ross family should have failed to promote the study of the
Eng.ish language, and that there should even be certain -of Mr. Ross’s nephews-and nieces
who are growing up igrorant of it. Unless the Ross family as & wholé maintains its
status as that of a race boasting a higher civilization than that of the natives, it will be
difficult liereafter to allow the leaders of the family to continue in that unique position of
;fa._u,t'ligri:ty over the population which they-have hitherto enjoyed. 1 trust to you to use
your influence to bring about a better state of things. ' ‘

L ' I have, &e.
' KNUTSFORD.

No. 12.
Sir C. C. SMITH to LORD KNUTSFORD. .
(Received August 22, 1892.)
" Government House, Singapore,
My Lorb, - ' July 23, 1892.

I navE the honour-to forward to your Lordship copy of the report of Licutenant
and Commander Bell, r.n., of H.M.S. “ Plover,” which made the annual visit this year
to the Cocos-Keeling, arid Christmas Islands. | regret to say that I was uflable to send
any officer from this Government with the « Plover.” ‘ ‘

2. Commander Bell's report,is satisfactory. Tlie health of the people on the Islands is
gdod. There have niot been any more cases of Beri-Berl. ~ =
3. The loss of Mr. Ross’s schoonet is a vety serious oné. e was in Singapore a few
days agdo on his Way to England, and 1 learnt from him that lie considéred that the
Italians must have pirated the vessel. He had reported the case to Lloyds’, but,

_ unfortunately, as I think, he had not taken any other steps. to make his loss known.. It

jonid!
g':cremr)' to
" My, RO
5 Fonuary

would have been well to. have sent an account of the. missing vessel to, the Australian
Colonies, whither she was most probably taken.

'4; T enclose a. copy -of: the correspondence which has passed with Mr. Ross arising, out

‘‘‘‘‘

: of  Mr, Egerton's report of last year, I.do not recommend that any further steps.should

be taken at preserit as regards the currency of the: Islands. . . . .
I have, &ec.
R C. C. SMITH.

P. 8. ericlose 4. -copy of Mr. Ridley's remarks on Commander Bell's report, and I

: would suggest that a copy be sent to Mr. Murray, who could discuss it with Mr. Ross.

® No, 10,
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Enelosure | in No. 12,

CommanneER BELL, R.N, to CapratN BALFOUR, #.N., Senior Naval Officer,
Straits of Malacca.

RurorT on Visit to Christmas and Cocos Islands.

H.M.8, “Plover,” Singapore,
SR, July 13, 1892.
I mave the honour to submit this report on the recent visit of Her Majesty’s
gunbuat-under my eommand to the Christmas and Keeling-Cocos Islands.

2. Christmas Island was visited on 23rd June, and a short stay was mde at anchor in
Flying Fish Cove. [ found there seven residents, viz., Mr. Alexander Clunjes Ross, a
brother of the proprietor of the Cocos Islands, and six Cocos-horn men, one of them
being a grandson of Mr. Lindsav, one of the early Cocos settlers,

3. To the eastward of Flying Fish Cove and just above the sea cliff, a clearing has
been made, and several hundred young coffec trees of the Liberian variety are growing
in a promising manner. They will be in hearing during the next two years. Cocoa
has-also been grown for trial; and chilies and such fruits as papaws, baranas, &e., grow
in abundance.

4: The island is surrounded on its lower levels by a zone of teak forest, varying from
300 to 1,000 yards-in width. A quantity of this wood was sent to Liverpool by Mr.
Ross, and was there classified as * bastard” teak, but valued at a rate which woald make
its export highly remunerative. Mr. Ross affirms, however, that it is in all respects the
true teak wood. and that its deeper colour is due to the soil of the islnid. Amongst the
warious other-timbers growing, there is one which appears to be impervious to the attack
of the white ant, and of a very lasting vature. It is a dark coloured, aromatic wood of
extremely bitter taste.

5. The principal value of the island will probably be found in its soil, which is very
rich in phosphates. The average depth of soil above the coral formation is about
25 feet, all impregnated with guano. Experts in Bugland have reported very favourably
on samples sent home, and Mr. Sydney C. Ross, a trained chemist, is ahout to proceed
to the island to make further analyses. Phosphates have been dug up in mineral form
(i.e., as crude salts of lime).

6. Mr. George C. Ross and Professor Murray of Edinburgh (formerly geologist in the
¢ Challenger” Lxpedition) are joint proprietors of the island. Mr. Andrew Ross is
about to take over a batch of coolies from Java, and will reside there in charge

7. There are no snakes or earthworms, and no description of seaweed grows. The
island appears to be very healthy, as there has been no sickness of any kind. 'The
settlement consists of a few frame houses and store houses, some with galvanised iron
roofs, at the head of Flying Fish Cove. Waler, which coutains a large proportion of
lime salts, is obtained from three wells, 35 feet deep, near the plantation : at higher
levels on the island no water has been found at a depth of 70 feet. The food of the
residents consists principally of fruit, frigate birds, boobies, and pigeons. The voung
black  frigate bird is said to be excellent eating: it is skinned before cooking, and,
according to the Ross family, it is superior in flavour to grouse or pheasant. The
residents are also of Dampier's opinion that the land crabs make “sweet meat,” and
from them they get a fine oil, suitable for gun-locks, &c. But little dependence is
placed on fishing for food supply, probably owing to the fact that during the Westerly
Monsoon no boat could safely be launched.

8. The Cocos Islands were reached on 26th June, and the ship remained, anchored in
the inner bight of Port Refuge, until Ist July. The excellent reports which have
frequently heen made on these islands leave little more to be said. The people appear
to be well off and conteuted—their hornes, general manner and appearance, &c., are in
marked contrast to the surroundings of the same class elsewhere.” The young teacher, a
Cocos-boy trained in Singapore, is said to be doing very well, and all children of suitable -
age attenil school for instruction in the three R's. )

9. Beri-beri his entirely disappeared, and no deaths have occurred during the past year,
except from infantile complaints or old age. )

10. The export from the island is now confined entirely to Copra, that is to say, the
processes of extracting oil, making coir, &e., for which expensive machinery was erected,
have been abandoned. The cocva nuts are never plucked from the trees but taken after
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fulling to the ground, and husked on the spot, the buske being left to rot and fertilize
the soik. 1t i the work of the young men to nut the copra.  Afrer certain treatment it
is sun-dried auil stoved to await shipment.  The Cocus copra has a special quotation in
the Markst Reports, and comnmauds from one to 1wo peunds per ton more than any
produced elsewhere,

11, Burly in the present year the Italion barque * Lingi Raffo” arrived at the islands
faden with copra from Java tp Antwerp, and in a leaky and almost sinking condition.
Whilst at anchor a north-east swell set in, and she drove on the reefs. The crew,
T8 men. of various nationalities, gave considerable trouble to Mr. Roes, and on the
20th Fepruary last hie sent them away for Batavia in his Cocos-built schuoner, the
«F, G, C. T’ess.” “This vessel, a well-found ship in all respects, has not been heard of
since. The loss bas been.a heavy one for Mr. Ross, as although she was partly insured,
1 steamer had to Le chaitered at Butavia to convey the stores, rice, &c. to the islands,
whiclt the schiooner would. otherwise have brought back.

_ There is now but one-island: vessel,.a small sthouner named the “Tweed.” Mr. Koss
‘has #lso sustained serions.losses by the recent failure of his .agents, the whole of last
year's-shipment-of copra having been sold for the benefit of the consignees’ creditors.

* No-vessels other than the Italian barque before mentioned and vessels chartered by
Mr: Ross have visited the islands during the past year. In foimer years the principal
visitors. were ships carpying horses from Australia to India, in want of water. This
track had-almost ;i;isaii);)eﬁi'ed;

A new pier, 600 feet Jong and carrying a light steel tramway, has been built westward
of "New Selma Island from a.point just southward of the Bantam village.
= Noith Keéling Island was not visited. There are no-people residing there.

During the past year 634tons of copra were exported to Holland. A sbhipment of
- Tiuts-ivas.ajso. made-to Batavia., . -

- T append-a-veturn showing the number of residents, also the number -of births, &e.,
sirice the-last visit of one of Her Majesty’s ships.. .
‘ 1 have &ec.
: Lewis K. Bewiy,
o i ) ) Lieutenant and Commander.

Captaini Chailes:S: Balfour, HLM.8. * Mercury,” .

- Senior Officer, Straits-of Malucea. Division, China,

Keprine-Cocos IsLaNDS.

C’an;uk—@tgust 1891 t -Juj;cl 892.

COCOS-BORN. | BANTAMESE.
— - g - g | i
| -Auguat | o s | 3 | Juno | August. c s | s 5} Juno llég;
T | g | £ T8 % |2 {180 | 3 [ & 151 £ | 1802 '
i S 1E| & & g gl & | 1 Guaxp:
1. No, m | A |<4] / |Toran| No A | A [4) A !TorAn| Toris
Men - e e =4 83 = - 1 - 84 |- 68 - - - 63 —
Women - - -] 8 1 - {1 {-| - g2 | 4] - - |~ 1 8] —
Boys » - = | 07 n| i |- 14 102 39 5 m -] 2 41 —_
Gils » - - e 1Ib 10]42]-| ¢ 12] 83 5| - | -] - 38 -
389 185 574
3 Marriages. 1 Marriage.
* Old age. 1 Infants, 1 1 Infant and 1 adult, 1 Infant
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Enclosure 2 in No., 12.

The Acting CoLon1aL SECRETARY to Mr. Ross,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Singapore,
SIR, February 5, 1892,

I Am divected by the Governor to inform you that, in reporting on his recent
visit to the Cocos Islands, Mr. Egerton has drawn attention to the want of a metallic
currency in the Islands; a want which he considers to be but imperfectly supplied by
the paper-or parchment currency now in use.

2. The Secretary of State for the Colonies, to whom His Excellency forwarded
Mr. Egerton’s report, has been struck by his remarks on this subject, and has expressed
his opinion that if it is the wish of the people generally that a wmetallic currency
should be introduced, the course should he adopted.

3. Before communicating further with His Lordship I shall be glad to be favoured
with your views on the question. It is understood that your principal reason for pre-
ferring a note system to a metallic currency is that, if the latter were adopted, there
would be a danger of gunpowder, poison, &ec., being purchased and introdnced into the
Islands. In view, however, of the fact that you are willing to change the notes into
silver for any person who wishes to go to Java or elsewhere, this ground of objection to a
metallic currency does not appear to be a very strong one; and I am further to point
out that as the Islands are very rarely visited by- ships, the opportunities of making an
improper use of money would very seldom occur. In the eveut of a metallic currency
being adopted, His Excellency is of opinion that the coinage of this Colony would be the
most suitable to the requirements of the people.

4. I am to-add that Fis Lordship expresses his regret that, although your family has
.done:so much good work in other respects, the leading members of it should have failed
to promote the study of the Euglish language, and that there should be even certain of
your nephews.and pieces who .are growing up ignorant of it. The Governor desires me
to request your careful attention to this important matter, and he would be glad to hear
what you would propose to do in regard to it.

I have, &c.
A. P. Tarsor,
G. C. Ross, Esq., Cocos Islands. Acting Colonial Secretary, S. S.

Enclosure 8 in No. 12.
Mr. Ross to the CoLONIAL SECRETARY.

Keeling-Cocos Islands.
Sir, June 28, 1892.

I BAVE the honour to acknowledge receipts of yours of the 5th Feoruary 1892
and 19th May 1892.* These letters only to hand on the 27th May and 18th June. The
long delay in acknowledging receipts of your favours was caused through the missing of
my schooner, which sailed from here for Batavia on the 29th February last. Up to
present date I have no news of her; therefore 1 have had no communication with other -
ports until the above dates of my receipts of your letters. I have given my full attention
to the remarks in your communications, with regard to the introduction of metallic
currency instead of my parchment currency ut present in use in these Islands. I am
decidedly against any alterations in this way ; Cocos registered parchment currency has
been in circulation since she year 1837, and 1 have found it to work very well. By its.
use we have suppressed cock-fighting, gambling, and stealing and other crimes, also we:
are able to trace up nearly all the irregularities. Mr. Egerton, on his visit here last
year, did not open this subject to me; if he had done so I would have puinted out and
explained to him why we are in {avour of the present system of parchment currency.
Since the receipts of your favours I have called my people and read to them your com-
munications, and enclosed please find copy of their answer to me, signed by all the family
men. I .presume, Mr. Egerton only supposes by the introduction of metallic currency
I would be afraid of gunpowder being imported into the Islands ; this is quite a mistake,

#* Not printed.
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and he has no foundation for the suppusition; from first we settled in the Cocos gunpowder
never was forbidden, ‘The importation of poisons T do forbid, and it is a mistake to
suppose gunpuwder and poisons hindered me from the introduction of metallic currency.
I feel certain, should my system be done away with, and metallic currency be introduced
instead, the peace and content of the people at present in these islands would be a thing
of the past; in its place gambling, stealing, and other crimes will follow. 1 am suremy
people do not desire any alterations in our system.

1 regret to note in the last paragraph of your favour touching the failings of the leading
members of our family for neglect to vur nephews and nieces. This is an entirely
private and domestic affair. We have made it a rule ever since we settled on these
islands never to interfere in any private and domestic affairs, as well as in religion. I
have always been in favour of progress, particularly in the English side, and where I see
my ways and means or this advancement, I have done-so.

I bave, &e.
The Honourable Colonial Secretary, i J. Crunies Ross.
Straits Settlements, Singapore.

TRANSLATION.
From Koosoox and Firr¥-rour OTHERS to Mr. Cruxies Ross.

‘WE the undersigned, the.inhabitants of Keeling-Cocos Island. have heard from you
that the Governor in Singapore wishes tc change our parchment money which has-been
used from the year 1837 up to the present day, and wishes to alter it to into silver or
.copper coins as that used in Singapore. We have beld a meeting to discuss Mr.
Egerton’s report in respect.of thut matter. It is supriSing to us tolearn his-opinion, that
it is our wish to exchange our parchment money for either silver-or copper coins like the
money of Singapore. The unanimous reply of 2ll of us is-that we do not hold this opinion,
and that there is no reason for altering the currency to the use of which we are
accustomed, and that if silver or copper coins be used in this place, people will be
.corrupted and: gamble, and all our customs will be upset. Mr. Egerton states that you
are afraid of gunpowder and poison being imported into -this place, but as for gun-
powder we can buy it-at any time we require, and, moreover, you yourself have given us
firearms. With respect to the prohibition of the importation of poisons into this place,
this is quite right; we don’t want them and will assist you in their exclusion-as much as
we can. We all beg to ask you to use your influence that no alteration shall be made
.either in the currency to which we are accustomed -or in the other customs which are in
‘practice in this place.

Enclosure 4 in No.. 12.

Mr. RipLEY to the GOVERNOR.
SIR, T Botanic Gardeus, Singapore, 25 July 1892.
T uave the honour to state that 1 have read the report on Christmas and Cocos
Tslands by Commander L. K. Bell of H.M.8. “Plover,” and would make the following
-eriticisms upon it : - ,

Paragraph 4. I still have doubts as. to the occurrence of the teak tree upon Christmas
Island. I never saw any wyself. It is true that the plant is.mentioned by Mr. Hemsley
in his report on the plants collected by the officers of the :“rEgeri?. ”; but he does not
.say he:saw specimens,.and I imagine incorporated it in, his list from: the statemnents of
the officers, just as it is.stated in the flora of British India tosgrow in Malacca quite

..erroneously. The other timber referred to, perhups, isthat of a big Eugenia which I
.saw there, .and is, no-doubt, a valuable wood. o

Puragraph 5. The .guano is quite similav to that of Fernando de Noronha in' the

Atlantic Ocean, which is. being worked by a Brazilian . who: exports it to the United
_ States. 'This guano was. not cousidered of anything like the value of that.of the .dryér
. Peruvian and Chilian regions, bevause of the loss, espécially of the ammonia. due to rain
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action, The value of it, however, wus very considerable, and the expenses so light/in
digging and shipping that the profit was very great.

1 have little doubt but that the Christmas Island guano will be very remun: rative
when worked. With respect to the 1imber, T would point out, first, that the imount of
good wood ou the island is necessarily uot large, on uccount of the small area of the
island, and that though a small quantity might be sold, it would be a1 nost serious ervor
to attempt to dispose of even a large part of the wood, Were the trees extensively
destroyed two things would result: (1) The sea birds would all leave the place, as they
have done at Fernando de Noronha from the suwe cause, and so no more guano would
be produced. (2) The guano ut present on the ground, when exposed to active
denudation by the rain, by removal of the trees, would partly be washed iuto the sea and
lost, and what remained would be seriously injured in value by the chemical action of
the rain.

I would therefore recommend that the timber should be exported sparingly, and that
care-be taken 10 encourage the sea birds to remain on the island, which will thus be a
source of profit for a long period of years.

Paragraph 7. It is not surprising that snakes and earthworms do not occur here.
The former very rarely make their way to oceanic islands, and the latter, when they do
appear in such places, are, I believe, invariably imported accidentally by man in the soil
in which plants are brought to the island for cultivation.

The water surrounding the island being abysmal, or nearly so, up to the island itself
would naturally prevent any growth of seaweed. It is probable, huwever, that if coral
reef is still forming round any part of the island, calcareous seaweeds (Nullipores),
usually mistaken for corals, will be fouand. _

1 can confirm the statement that the frigate-bird is excellent eating, but the booby is
generally considered quite uneatable.

Paragraph 8. I regret to see the mortality of the infants in Cocos Island is still high,
and much higher than at the time I visited the islands. The reason then given was that
there was no. milk supply, owing to the failure of fodder for cattle. I procured from India
some quantity of grass seeds suitable for the soil and climate, and sent it to Cocos
Island in hopes that it might be possible to raise sufficient grass to keep a few
cattle; but [ have never heard that it came up or was successful. T would suggest that
every encouragement should be given to keep a supply of goats or cattle on these
islands to supply milk for sickly or delicate children.

I have, &ec.
. Hexry N. Ripiey,
. : Directur of Gardens and Forests, S.8.

His Excellency Sir Cecil C. Smith, ¢.c.x.q.,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 13.
Tar MARQUESS OF RIPON to Sir C. C. SMITH.

SR, Downing Street, 30 August 1892.

1 #avVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 23rd of
July Tast,* enclosing a report by Lieutenant and Commander Bell upon his recent visit
to the Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands, which I have read with much interest.

2. I have caused a copy of Mr. Ridiey's remarks upon the report to be communicated
to Professor Murray, the joint lessee of Christmas Island, with an intimation that it
would be desirable, in the interests of the lessees themselves, that moderation should be
exercised in cutting timber on that island.

3, I have caused lue Board of Trade to be informed of the circumstances connected
with the disappearance of Mr. Ross’s schooner, although I fear that there is little
probability that the Department will be abie to obtain any information on the subject.
boon

! I have, &ec.
RIPON.

* No. 12,
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™D, 14.
Str C, C. SMITH to the MARQUESS OF RIPON.

(Received 4th September 1893.)

Goverment House, Singapore,
My Lorbp, August 9, 1893.

I BAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I deputed Mr. A. R. Venning,
Treasurer in Selangor, to proceed to the Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Islands for the
annuel visit, which has this year been made by H.M.S. ¢ Pigmy.”

2. I enclosc a copy of Mr. Vemning’s interesting Report, which will, I trast, be
considered satisfactory.

3. Mz. Ross -bas been invited to alter the system hitherfo adopted in compiling the
Census. Returus.

) " I have, &ec. :
CECIL C. SMITH.

Euelosure-in No. 14.

Rerorr of Mr. A. R. VENNING,. deputed by His Excellency Sir Cecin CLEMENTI
Skrta, G.C.M.G:, Governor of the Straits Settlements, to. visit Christmas island and
‘the Cocys-Keeling Islands; 1893. ,

1. IN accordaunce with instructions received from his Excellency the Governor,1 left
Kuala Lumpur for Singapore on. the 7th: ultiino, and embarked.on the mormng -of the
10th on board HM.S. “Pigmy,” Lieutenant-Commander H. A. Phillipps, R.N.

2. Shortly after entering Bunka Strait ou the morning of the i2th we found S.S.
“Celestial,” of Singapore, stranded on the Brom-Brom Reef, wher. she had been since
one &’clock on. the morning of the Gth.

3. After ‘handing over the imails she carried to the blue-funnek S.S. “ Jusoa,” which
passed en.route for Batavia, we lay by her and tried to. tow her off at high water that
evening, and again the following day, but it was not till the evening of the third day
that, with the assistance -of the 8.8.‘ Giang Ann;”"we were successful in moving her
into deep water. . A

4. We reached Batavia at 2 p.m. on Friday the 16th, and I proceeded with: Captain
Phillipps to call on the Acting British Consul, Mr. Fraser, of Messrs. Macluine, Watson,
& Co., and on Messrs. Knowles &-Co., Messrs: Rass’s agénts. .

5. We took in asupply of coal, and, afier eugaging a photographer to accompany us,
started for Christmas Island at 9 a.m. on Sunday the 18th; arriving there at 2 p.m. on
the 20th.

Christmas Islaid.

6. Mr.. Andrew Ross came on board aud pointed out the best place to anehor, and
shortly afterwards Captain Phillipps and-I vroceeled on shore with him.

7. The island, which is about 9 miles square, rises -précipitously from the sea in a
series of cliffs which encircle it almost without a “bfeak, each cliff surmounted by a
terrace overgrown: with maynificent trees, the ho.ne of countless frigite birds, boobies,
boatswain birds, terns, and pigeons. ‘The continuous line of lower cliffs is said to be
broken in only two -places, of which Flying Fisa Cove, where we anchoted,is one, -and
here the lowest terrace descends to a few feet above sea-level, and on'it are the dwelling
and store houses and the -small. clearings which Mr. Ross has made for experimental
purposes. o ' : ,

8. On climbing: to. the top (1,100 feet) the next moraiug we:found that coral and
water-worn: limestone rocks crop up everywhere, whose appearance at this elevation
shows that; the island must have been formed hy u succession of upheavals.

9. The limestone. rock, which is said to extend over considerable area, is reported to
contain 25 per cent. of phosphate of lime, but owing to an unfortunate mistake the
samples which were sent to England tu be analysed were delayed for some months i
Batay ia, and the report of the result has not yet been received. '
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10. Mr. Ross informed me that, sn fur as he had explured, the whale iuterior of the
island was a plateau, and that he had not discovered water anywhere except on the coast,
where good drinking water is obtained at & depth of 20 feet to 40 foet.

11. The soil from sea-level up to the top of the hill stiuck me as being exceeding'y
rich, and 1 feel sure that were coffee clearings opened on a large scale they would prove
very remunerative,

12. The few hundred Liberian coffee trees which Mr. Ross bas planted are uneven in
growth, which is attributable to the fact that other trees of various kinds are growing
among them, but so far as the majority are concerned their growth is most satisfactory,
and would compare favourably with auny that I have seen in the Malay Peninsula, and
although I searched them carefully for signs of leaf disease ([emileia Vastatrix) 1 was
unable to find a trace of this pest. ‘The orange sand lime trecs also are very luxuriant,
while cocoa, tamarind, guava, mango, papaya, and other trees all appear to flourish.

18. The population of the island has increased since Captain Bell's visit last year in
H.M.S. « Plover” from seven to 20 inhabitants, viz.: Mr. Andrew C. Ross, Mrs. Russ, a
son, a nephew, two female servants, five Cocor-born men, and nine Bautamese men.

14. There has been no serious iliress on the island since last year, but Mr. Ross had
the misfortune to shoot himself through the hand about three months ago, which
necessitated his amputating his first finger.

15. No- ship has visited the island since H.M.S. “ Plover ” was there last year, with
the exception of the local schooner, the “ Tweed.”

16. The principal food of the inhabitants is rice imported from Sumatra, frigate birds,
boobies, pigeous, land crabs, and a few fish, but the sea is generally too rough for fishing
to be carried un with-suecess.

“17. The Bantamese coolies appear to be contented and are well fed and muscular.
They are steadily paying off the advances they received in Batavia, while Mr. Ross
informed me that the Cocos men bad lately been to Batavia, when they received an
advance of Rs.75 each, which was their only debt.

18. The vegetation indigenous to the island is very luxuriant, and although the teak
trees which abound in parts have been pronounced to be * bustard,” Mr. Ross informed
me that he has received orders from his brother to prepare a quantity of planks from
them, as he is going to use this wood for building a new yawl of 50 to 60 tons to run
between Christmas and Cocos Islands.

19. I learn that the arrangements for the division of the Island between Mr. Geo. Ross
and Professor Murray are still under consideration, and that until they are completed no
extension of planting operations can take place.

20. There are at present no exports from the island.

21. Water taken from 1 well near the landing-place was ronghly analysed by Lr. Lomas,
of H.M.S. < Pigmy,” with the following result:

Chlorine - - - - - - - A considerable amount.
Ammonia - - - - - - A trace.

Nitric Acid - - - - - - Nil

Nitrous Acid - - - - - - Nil.

Oxidisable matter - - - - - Nil

He considers the chlorine to be due to the proximity of the well to the sea, and that the
water is fairly good for drinking purposes.

22. We left Christmas Island at 4 p.m. on the 21st, and proceeded to the Cocos Atoll,
where we arrived at 3 p.an. on Saturday, the 24th June. Mr. Wui. Russ, a cousin of the
proprietor, came off with a Cocos-born pilot, Mr. Sidney Ross, the eldest son of
Mr. George C. Ross, being absent on West Island, and Mr. Charles C. Ross, who is iu
charge of the islands, being slightly unwell from influenza.

The Cocos-Keeling Islands.

23. We steamed into the lagoon and anchored in Port Refuge, and the next morning
Captain Phillipps and I proceeded in the steam cutter to the settlement on New Selima
or Ross Island, where we were met by Mr. Sidney and Mr. Charles Ross, who conducted
as to the house of the former, where we were most hospitably entertained during
our stay.

24, %’ﬁrst visited the Bantanese village which lies on the north side of the landing-
place, and consists of a wide roadway well raiseg above the sea-level, with detached

95100, , H .
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houses in a row on one side with gardens behind them, and the kitchens on the opposite
side near the sea, so as to minimise the danger from fire,

25. In the centre of the village is the scliool, of which I shall speak later on. T was
much struck with the neatness of the village and the cleanliness of the houses and their
surroundings: ‘

26. The Bantamese do not appear to have the same dread of fresh air which most
Eastern races have; their houses are roomy and well ventilated, the walls being
constructed of a double row of the midribs of coconut leaves trimmed to an even
segment and fixed close together,.and the roofs thatched with unplaited coconut leaves
cut-into even lengths and laid point downwards. Every house has open barred windows
on hoth sides. The houses are built by the men themselves, all material being supplied
free by Mr. Ross, and land for a reasonable exteut of garden is allowed at the back, in
which are grown a few vegetables, and where fow]s and ducks are kept. The Bantamese,
‘however, owing to most of them being only temporary residents,-do not devote even the
amount of attentior to their gardens that the Cocos men do, and Mr. Charles Ross
infermed me that he frequently had to supply theia with beth fruit and vegetables from
his own garden.

27. From the pier a tramway used for the transport of nuts, copra,-&e., leads along
the road through part of the Cocos village to the jetty, where the now abandoned oil mill
stands, close to the house of the Superintendent. The houses of the Cocos men, each
standing in its own inclosed garden, partly hidden among luxuriant foliage and
surrounded by roses, -shoe-flowers, honeysuckle, and other flowering shrubs, look
extremely picturesque ; .and -although some attsntion seems to be paid to -growing
vegetables and fruit, they do-not appear to have taken that interest in promoting their
cultivation which one would expect to.find in a pluce where change of diet is so diHficult
to-procure as-it is heze.

PoruraTioN.

. 28. The population of the islands on the 27th June amounted to 604 souls, being an
increase of -30 over-the previous yvear, and the following table will show how the number
of inhabitants. is-steadily increasing :— :

Yxsan. Cocos-born. Bantaimese. Toral.
1874 - - - - - - 292 198 490
1881 - - - - = 310 125 - 435
1885 - - - - - : 377 - 139 516
1886 - - - - - - 377 140 517
1887 - - - - - - 386 134 1 520
1888 - - - - - - 385 150 535
1889 - - - - - - 385 141 526
1890 - - - - - - 290 146 536
1881 - - - - = - 3878 184 . 562
1892 - " - - - - - 3890 185 . 574
18903 - - - - - - 394 210 804

29, Mr. Charles. Ross supplied me with the following table, which is in the form
hitherto used :—
30th-June 1892 to 28th June 1893.

COCOS-BORN. BANTAMESE.
— - Total,
1892. | Births.| Deaths. | Arrivals., Dcparturcs.lTotnl. 1892. |Births.| Doaths. | Arrivals, Departures.|Total.

Mon- - -| 8} - 3 1 1 81| 63| - 1 14 1 75| 156
Wowen - - 82 - 2 - - 80 43 - 2 7 1 47 1 127
Male Children - 02| 14 11 . 1 104 41 7 1 2 - 401 153
Female Children | 1217 10 2 - - 120 38| 2| 1 - - 39| 108
ToraL - -| 380 | 24 18 1 2 3994 185 9 5 23 2 210 | 604
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30. This table s very misleading, as it is carried on from year to year, und persons
who once appear under the head of children are not removed to the list ot aduits when
they grow up. According to the above returns there are 283 udults on the islands to
321 children, but probably from 100 to 150 should be deducted from the list of children
and registered as adults. I would suggest that it would be advisable that a census of the
population should be taken and the list adjusted accordingly.

Birras, Marriaces, Dearus.

31. All births, marriages, and deaths which occur on the islinds are registered.
There have beeu seven marriages among the Coe.s people, and four among the Bantamese.
The distinction, however, between the races is not qui'~ 2 true one, as Mr Charles Ross
informed me that several intcr-maerciages have taken place, and that when these occur
the people class themselves aumong the Cocos-born.

32. No divorces have taken place during the year.

33. The deaths amounted tu 23 out of 604, or 38'8 per 1,000, too high z rate
considering the healthiness of the Islands apd the absence of any infectious disease. but
due to the heavy mortality among children, to which { allude later on.

34: On.the 19th June, five days befure the arrival of H.M.S. ¢ Pigmy,” Pa Basir, the
oldest inhabitant, and the man referred to by Mr. Birch in paragraph 7 of his Report in
1885,* died, aged 88 years.

The other deaths were from the following causes :—
‘One man- from: Java fever.
‘One man drowned in the bay.
One man died at sea on board the schooner “ Tweed.”
One woman died on arrival from Batavia, of fever contracted at Tanjong Priok.
‘Oné woman died of old age.
One woman died after child-birth.
One woman died of Java fever.

35. ‘The causes of the deaths of the 15 children are not stated, but are put down to
infantile complaints. ¥ made particular inquiry into the cause of the excessive mortality
-among the children, which appears to occur almost exclusively during the first two or

three years of life. Mr. Charles Ross stated it to be his belief that it was due to the fact
that they continue to derive nourishmeant almost exclusively from their mothers up to
18. months of age, and even longer, aid that the absence of more sustaining and
sttengthening food so enfeebles their constitutions that they fall easy victims to
complaints which would otherwise have no serious effects. He stated that he had used
every endeatour to induce the women to bring up their children on condensed milk and
farinaceous food, hut without success. The matter is one on which I, of course, am
unable to express an opinion, but it would, I consider, be well that a competent medical
opinion should be taken, with the view to avert the continuance of the heavy
death rate.

HeALTH.

36. The climate of the islands seems to be most salubrious, and one is struck by the
remarkably sturdy, healthy, and contented look of the people.

37. Dr. Lomas, M.B., of H.M.S. “Pigmy,” accompanied me to the villages, and made
inquiries for any sick who required attention. There were only three cases, of which
two were trivial.  One case was of congested liver commencing cirrhosis, one of induenza,
and one of a child who had slight fever from teething. They were prescribed for by
Dr. Lomas, and the two latter were much better before we left the islands.

38. Mr. Charles Ross informed me that thcre was little or no illness on the islands at
any time, except when the schooner arrived periodically from Batavia; but, that, after
unloading her, cases of fever and influenza were very frequent, infection being brought
from the pestilential swamps round the harbour at Tanjong Priok.

39, Beri-beri has completely disappeared, and Mr. Charles Ross attributes its
disappearance to the raising of the main roadway which separates the villages from the
5ea, and to the making of the causeway at the south end of the village, to keep the seaat
“high water- from flowing up to the backs of the houses. Since this improvement was
effected the houses have been much drier, and no casc of beri-beri has occurred.

40. Mr. C. Ross reports that he examined every house, outhouse, latrine, and well

"% Ses page 3, and also puge 40.
H2 '
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once 4 manth, when defects ate remedied and ary insavitary conditions remaoved, The
water appears to be very good, ¢xeept for a want of iron, and this is counteracted as far
ds possible by placing iron seraps in the wells,

Epucarion.

41. A capital szhool-house, of very neat construction and with-a conercte floor, has
been erceted. by Mr. Roas at the back of the Cocos village, It wus opened in October
last, prior o which time school was conducted in a private housc.

42.. The master, Rageli, is the Cocos-born lad whe was educated nt the Malay Coliege
in Singupore, and Mr. Charles Ross reports that he is deing excellent work, and takes
great iuterest in the boys, encouraging them both iu their work and their games. On
the occasion when I inspecied the school there were 46 hoys present, of ages ranging
drom 7 to 18, all wearing neat-uniform caps with black and red stripes.

N 43. Each boy has his beoks and ‘his slate, and I was much struck with the facility and
eagerness with which they read from their books and wrote from dictatien, even the
staallest boys writing with rapidity and correctress.

.44, Gut of school Rageli encourages them in runaing, jumping, and cther com-
petitions ; and at'the New Year, sports are hield, which are eagerly locked forwusd to as
the-annual- festival, uot only by the competitors, but by the whole of the population, beth
Cocus-born -and Bantamese, which turns out en masse cn- thé occasion, and displays
mich interest in the winning of the different prizes.

45. The total number of boys svailable for attendance av this school was, I was
intormed, 65, so that the attendance was fairly good: There are no fees charged, the
expenses of the school, including the salary-of the master, being borne by Mr. Ross.

46. In:.addition to. this school;there is-one, to-which I have already alluded; in the
Bantamese village. The master, a very intelligent, modest-looking young man, named
Jahya, came-to:the-islands seven yeatfs ago, when he informed Mr. Ross that he did not
intend to settle, but ivanted to.learn carpentering. He told me that be still adhered to
his intention, and that he thought intwo or three years he would be proficient, and
would return:to Bantam,

47. Mr. Charles Ross reports that he is.an excellent carpenter and boat-builder, and is

~-of the greatest use to him in helping to. maintain-order-among -his compatriots, most of
their petty disputes being referred to him for settlement. He built the school-house, a
nice building with a boarded floor, himsélf, the material only -being supplied by Mr: Ross,
and he holds. school every evening from 7 till 9 or 10 p.m., when he teaches pupils,
most of whom have attended the other school in the. daytime, to write and to read the
Koran.

48. The average afténdence :is about 12, and ‘he receives no pay or fee for the
.excellent work he does in his leisure time after his day’s work is done. .

CRIME,

49. No crime has been reported in the islands during the past year. Night watches
are carried out, as reported: by Mr. Birch in his paragraph 24,* one of the members of
_the Ross family being in charge of the watch every night in turn.

The objects of these wrtches are :—

1. Protection from fire.
I1. Safety of boats.
TII. Preveéntion of brawls and -gambling.
The absence of all crimes amoug a population of over 600 persons, half of whom are
impotted labourers temporarily employed. under agreements, reflects considerable credit
on the-administration of the islands by the Ross.family.

LaBOUR.

50. A new gang of ¢oolies froin Bantam arrived during the year, consisting of -ten,
"wornen, and children, in. alt'23 persons. They had been previously to Queensland and to
Deli'in search of permanent employment, and Mr. C. Ross stutes that he believes they
intehd to setfle and remain in the islands. The men réceived advances of- f'50 -each,
and the women f 45, which they are repaying month by month.

* See page 9.
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51. 'fhe Bantamese receive 50 f cents pay per working day, and Mr, Ross informs me
that their living expenses are on an average as follows :—

Rice - - - - - S T T
Tea - =~ - - - - - - - - 3
Flour - - - - - - - - - - 2
Tobacco - . - - - - - - - 37
Sugar - - - - - - - < . -.095

* £1.75 per week,

52, Cocoa-nuts, firewood, and wedicine are giveu free, and the people supply themselves
with fish and vegetables, so that they have a very good margin for paying off their
advances and for laying by money when out of debt. The total indebtedness at present
amounts to j° 1,600, the gieater part of which is due by the newly-imported coolies.

53. The Cocos-born men earn from f 3 tc f 10 per weck, according to ability, the highest
wages being carned at nutting, at which the more expert earn high wages. Those
exployed in the shops as carpenters, blacksmiths, &c , are paid at from £3 to £ 7.50 per
week. 1 found from an inspection of the check-roll which Mr. Charles Ross kindly
placed at my disposal, tuking one page by chance, that the weekly wages earned by
nutting mer averaged f 5.50, which should allow of their putting by a considerable sum
in a few years. i

54. Mr. C. Ross told me, however, that they seldom do this, but spend their savings
by remitting money by the schooner © Tweed ™ for the purchase in Batavia of silk cloths,
gold trinkets, &e. They are also greatly given to feasting, one man having, shortly before
our arrival, given a feast on the occasion of the circumcision of his son, on which he
spent all his savings, amountiug to f 175.

55. ‘The women are emploved principally in shelling nuts, which is done by chvpping
off the shell witl a heavy knife, the kernels being divided into three or four pieces and
wheeled in trucks to the sheds to be dried. Each woman can easily earn at this work
25 f cents before the middle of the day; in fact, on the day when I watched them at work,
one womeii shelled 1,600 nuts, for which she would receive f 1. This work is not, of
courde, cotitinuous all the year round, as it cannot be carried on in wet weather, but at
other times they can easily earn by making mats, extracting oil, making soap, and by
washing, &c.,-on an average f 1 per week, besides attending to their household work.

CURRENCY.

56. The system in force for payment of wages is as follows : —

Wages are paid every week by means of bills or pay-notes made out in the name of
the person to whoia the money is due, and these can be replaced, if lost.

57. These bills are exchangeable on demand for currency notes, which are stamped
notes of parchment bearing the values £5, £ 3, f 2, f1, f 4, and fL; and signed by
Mr. George C. Ross. When any man wishes to remit to Batavia, he exchanges his
currency for a bill of exchange at a discount-of one-sixth. There does not seem to exist
any adequate reason for deducting 16.66 per cent. from the men’s savings when they
wish to realise them, and although it seems to be acquiesced in by the coolies, it might
easily lead to friction and discontent.

58. It has been suggested that metallic coins should be used, but I understand that
Mr. Koss is strongly opposed to its introduction, chiefly on the ground that it would
afford strong temptation to theft by coolies froin gne another, and might lead to organised
attempts at robbery, which might ¢nd in bloodshed. In fact, the whole condition of life
would be changed, -and the present. peaceable, well-ordered community would be dis-
organised. In any case it would be necessary in a place like the Cocos Islands, where
outside aid is not obtainable, to institute an armed force for the protection of the bank.

59. It does not seem tv me that any such course is either necessary or advisable, and
I suggested to Mr. Charles Ross, and the plan appeared to meet with his approval, that
it would be good policy if, ufter a certain time, say after the expiration of present agree-
ments, currency were to be payable at par in Batavia. To avoid any loss to the
proprietor the rates of pay might be reduced to a corresponding extent, and I do not think
such a reduction would affect the labour market, for wages are certainly very much
higher here than in the neighbouring Dutch Colonies.

. Jf stands for the Dutch florin or guilder, containing 100 cunts and == 14, 8d, Bt see foot nte on i 89
snd aiso see par, 13 on pp. 83-4.
H3
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" in’on'i's‘.

60. The only prodnct exported from the islands is copra, of which 1,211 tons were
shipped- diating the past year, valued by Mr. Charles Ross at 111. per-ton, which gives
an export value of 13 8214, or f159,852. Trom inquiries I made in Batavia I am
inclined to think that this valuation is too low, and that it should be put at 131, equal 10

15,7431, or,y 188,016, . he price of copra is rising, and none of last yéar’s crop has yet
been sold. '

61. No héche-de-mer has been exported. There appear to be large quantities avail-
-able, and Mr. Ross is awaiting replies to letters as to the best means of curing it.

ImpoRrrs.

62. The: fullowmw is an approximate list of imports, the figures having been kindly
furdished by Mr. Charles C. Ross :—

N2

Rice - - pkls. 1,600 - - - valued at 11,200

" Tea - - cases 4 = - - » 100

Flowr =~ - =~ - lbs. 4,000 - - < » 1540

Tobacco = -  baskets 80 - = - = - » 840
" " Sugar - - Ibs. 5,000 s = - 2 1,000 -
e Meédicines - - - -~ - : - 3 500
. Sundries. - - - - - = - » 10,000

' £ 24,180

' ~"‘ -
SHIPPING.

63. No. shxps have called at the Cocos Islands sincethe visit of H. M. S.* Plover,”
with the excepiion of two vessels chartered to-carry away produce.
~ 64. The'S.'S. Rosalie,” Swedish ship, chartered from Macassar to carry Lcopra to
"Llsb'n there’ to await orders from the London agent, arr ved in beptemuer 1892. She
piit into-the Cape of Gaod. Hope leaky, and dxscllarged ber cargo, « onsisting of 642 tons
+ -of copra, ‘which is still-at the Cape undisposed of.
© 465, The S. 8. “ Windermere,” chaitered from East London in Souih Africa o carry
copra to Cadiz to await orders, arrived in April 1893, and took away 569 tons
copra.

METEOROLOGY: . N

66. T subjoin 4 list of maxithum and minimum readings of b‘trometer and’ thermu_
meter. The. readmgs are taken once a day, at 6.30 a.m.

J}arometer. Thermometer. ) .

) -Maximum. | Minimug. | Maxinuni: | Minimum,

Juy - - - 1892 30.08 20.78 CC I S T
August - ‘ - 80.05, | .20.86 79 72
September . = - 30. 06 . 29,87 79 74
v October = = 5 30.04 | %0.88 70 - 75

L " November - = 30,08 | 20.78 st |- 75

= December - - 5 3002 | 20:74 S B 74
Janua . - 1898 20.05 | T.20.82 80 75
' Februgy - -, | 8000 20.82 80 75
Marth = < = 30,02 | 20.83 81 74
Aprilt S 3001 | 2080 | 80 74
May - . R 80.03, 29,84, 79 - 76
' Jung = - = 29,99 29.71 7% 73

i R " g ]

No record of rainfall has beenkept: . T,
67. Mr. Charles Ross reports that a cyclone occurred in December last which did

. much .damage to. the coconut trees, and that since then .the wmther has. been
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almost continuously rainy and squally, so that he has been unuble to cure his copra, and
the prospects for this year's crop are therefore unfavourable,

COMPLAINTS.

68. Soon after my arrival I ciused notice t. be given in both villages that I was
prepared to listen to any complaiuts, and would lay any grievances they wished to relate
to me before his Excellency the Governor. 1 was constantly among the men and
through the villages during my stuy, and no complaints were communicated to me,
while those men whom I addressed appeared conteuted, and, indeed, well-to-do. |
consider that the condition of these people will bear favourable comparison with that of
the coolie class of any Eastern race with which I am acquainted ; and that the way in
which the administration of these islands is carried on, as evidenced by the thriving
appearance of the inhabitants, the absence of crime, and even of complaint, and the
excellent work turned out from the shops in iron and brass, in cusk-making, aud in boat
and house building, by men who have been trained entirely on the spot, reflects the
greatest credit on the Ross family.

Norte Kerrine Isranp.

69. On tha evening of the 29th June, after having spent four days in inquiring fully
into the -condition. of the péople and the general progress of the -Cocos Islands, we
started for North Keeling Island, which is usually considered one of the group, although
it is a separate atoll and is 15 miles away..

70. This islund has not been previously reported on ; indeed, I was informed that it had
ilolt- hggx_l visited. by any ship within the memory of the present inhabitants of the Cocos

slands.. -

71. 1 believe, however, that H.M.S. “ Egeria,” while surveying in these seas, must
have visited it some four or five years ago, though whether alanding wus effected, or only
soundings taken, 1 am unable to say.

72. As we approached a heavy surf was visible, breaking on tlhie south-east end of the
island, but, the “Pigmy ™ having anchored. close in .shore on the west side, I was able to
land with the aid of a surf boat and its Cocos Island crew which we had brought
with us.

73. The island is like a flattened horse shoe in shape, the opening being, however,
barred by a reef, over which the rollers breuk into the lagoon.

. 74. The land surrounding the lagoon appears to be everywhere about a quarter of a
mile wide, and is covered with coconuttrees. There is a fairly good house and some
other buildings, -all in a state of disrepair, and as the island has not been visited by the
Cocos Islanders for over two years, the nuts which have fallen have sprouted and are
growing into trees, and the undergrowth has sprung up thickly. There are two wells,
the water of one of*which is said to-contain medicinal properties.

75. The lagqon is -about one mile Jong and half-a-mile wide. It is described hy
Darwin, who visited it, | believe in 1827, as being dry, except at high tide,-and the
bottom as composed -of soft. mud. '

76. ‘It was low tide when I saw it, the water was up to within a few yards of the
coconut trees, and the bottom was hard smooth rock, so smooth as to appear almost as
it laid with a trowel.

77. It "would seem, therefore, that the truth of Darwin’s theory of coral islands
being formed by subsidence of the land on which they are based is here exemplified, for
the interior of North Keeling must have sunk about. 18 inches in the last 66 years,
although tlie coral reef has probably continued to enlarge, and the calcareous riud must
have become hardened by the-aétion of the sun through shaliow water.

78. The shores of the lagoon are ‘inhabited by thousands of sea birds, principally
frigate birds,-boobies, and terns, which are so tame that they do not move from the
branches-of the trees till one is quite close to fliem, and to obtain specimens of their
eggs from the nests, which literally cover the low shiubs at each end'of the lagoon, we
had to push them off with our' aticks.

79. Leaving this beautiful spot at 4 p.m. we entered the Cocos lagoon soon after6,"
and, dropping Mr, Wm. Ross and his surf boat there, proceeded to Batavia, where we
arrived on the evening of the 4th July, after touching at Anjer en route. After staying'
there two days to coal, during which I visited the fine gardens at Buitenzorg, we left for
Singapore, where we. arrived on the morning of the 10th instant, after an absence of
30 days. .

H4
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80, In conclusion, I desire to express my appreciation of the willing co-operation
received from Mes:rs. Charles, Sidncy, and William Clunies-Ross in carryﬁug oﬁl)inquiriesf
und of the courtesy and hinduness with which they ieceived and entertained me during
my visit.

8L I wish also to tender my thanks to Captain Phillipps and the officers of
-H“,M.S, “ Pigmy " for the hospitality which they showed me, and the assistance afforded
me in carrying out the objects of the expedition, ' '

. ALFreED R. VENNING,

i Treasurer,
Kuala Lumpur, 21 July, 1893. Selangor,

No. 15.
The MARQUESS OF RiPON to Actine Governor MAXWELL.

Sir, Downing Street, September 18, 1893.
I nAvVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir C. Smith's Despatch of the
9th ultimo,* forwarding a.report by Mr. Venning upon his visit to the Cocos, Kecling, and
Christmas Tslands. ‘ -
In conveying to you an expression of the interest with which I have read this report,
T would add that the suggestion made. in ‘paragraph 59, that Mr..[Ross should allow his
paper currency to be payable at par in Batavia,is oné which should not be lost
sight of. :
I ‘have, &e.
RIPON,

N_O. 16.

Sir C. B. H. MITCHELL:to-the MARQUESS: OF RIPON.
‘(Received January 7, 1895.)

; Government House, Singapore,
My Lorbp, December 11, 1894,
T mAvE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, copies of
— the report of Mr. Hugh Clifford, who was -deputed Ly me to visit the Cocos-Kecling
Islands in June last. —
*'2, The report is an interesting -one,-and Mr. Clifford cirried out his duty in-an entirely
satisfactory manner. : ’
3. The long delay that has taken plicé'in sendingin this report is accounted for by
the incessant employment of Mr: Clifford’s tiine caused by the recent raid and its
consequerices. ‘ '
1 have, &e. '
C. B. H. MITCHELL.

Enclosure in No. 16.

Repont of Mr. Huen CLIFFORD, Acting British Resident of Pahang, d.puted by His
Excellency Sir CRARLES BurLEN HueB MITCHELI, K.C.M.G.,.Governor of the Straits
Settlements, to Visit the Cocos-Keeling Islands, 1894.

1. IN accordance with the instructions contained in your letter of June 6th last,
I embarked on board H.M.S. “ Peacock,” Lieutenant Commander H. J. D. Laxton, ®r.N,,
at eight o'clock on the morning of Thursday, June 7th, and left Singapore Harbour at
10 a.m, on the same day. )

~2. On the morning of June 10th we reached Tanjong Priuk, and Cuptain Laxton and
myself landed and proceeded by train 1o Batavia, where we called upon the Acting British
Cogsul, Mr. McLachlan,

= r—ETT

¢ No. 14,

»

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c¢) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



65 A

3. At 8,156 am, on June 12th we left Batavia, and sighted the Cocos-Keclinz Jélands
ay 1.30 p.m. on June 15th, and anchored in the Lagoon at abeut 3.50 pan. Mrb(‘hf\rles
Clunies-Ross, a younger brother of Mr. George Clunies-Ross, the present praprictor, came
on board and informed me that his brother was absent from Settlement lsland
inspecting some planting of new trees acrogs the Lageon, but that he had been informed
of our arrival and would come on board early next morning,

4. Mr. George Clunies-Ross came on hoard the * Peacock ™ on the morning «f the
16th June, and accompanied Captain Laxton, Dr, [)’Arcy Hervev, and myself ashure,
where we lunched with Mr. Rose. During the remainder of our stay on the islands
Captain Laxton and myself were lodged in the Bachelors' Bungalow, which is situated at
a short distance from Mr. Ross’s own house, and here we were most hospitably entertained
until onr visit came to an end. ’

5. After lunch Captain Laxton, Dr. Hervey, and myself, accompanied by Mr. Ross,
visited the villages to the sonth of Mr. Ross’s house, which are inhabited by the Cocos-
born Maluys. It being Saturday sfternoon, which is a half-holiday on the islands, most
of the male population was absent fishing on the Lagoon, and the women " were
deeply engagea with their weckly washing, the institution of a Saturday wash being one
of she excellent European practices which the Ross family has been instrumental in
introducibg among the Cocos Malays.

6. On the-morning of Sunday, 17th June, I again visited the Cocos village, and in the
afternoon I inspected the Bantamese village. |

7. On the morning of the 18th I inspected the Malay school, and went over the stores
and workshops. Late in the afternvon Captain Laxton and I returned on board the
“Peacock,” and we weighed anchor at 9 a.m. ou the 19th June. [ very much regretted
that. I was unable to prolong my stay in these most interesting islands, but owing to the
instructions which I had received to avoid prolonging my absence from Pahany more
than was abeolutely necessary, I had no alternative but to cut my visit much shorter thau-
I should have wished to do had I been bound by nothing but my own inclination in the
mattér.

Tag Cocos-BorRN NATIVES.

_8. A visitor to these people, who has hitherto been accustomed to see the Malay in
his natural state, cannot. fail to be greatly struck by the extraordinary change in their
habits which has been brought about among the Malays of the Cocos [slands by intimate
contact with Europeans to the exclusion of all other extraneous influences during several
successive generations. The Malay, as one has been .accustomed to see him in the
villages of the Peninsula, though fairly cleanly in his person, is far too indolent and
careless to extend this quality to his surroundings. The interstices of the fluoring of a
Malay house present a series of natural vent-holes through which any rubbish and offal
of which the owner may wish to rid himself can be conveniently discharged, and the
space b ‘neath the house and between the poles which support the flooring is thus speedily
trausformed into a rubbish heap, which is often dizagreeable to more than one organ of
sense. The same lack of cleanliness and ovder is in a lesser degree observable in the
eompound  which- surrounds imost Malay houses, leaves; fronds of coca-nuts, and other
rubbish being left to wither or rot uncleanly where they fall, without any effort being
made to give an air of neatness and tidiness to the place. The Javanese are far more
neat than the Malays of the Peniisula, but the Cocos-born Malays fur excel their
neighbours in Java in this respect. 'Their houses are built on posts, but the flooring is
uspally only raised a couple of feet above the level of the ground, and these floors are
invariably made of plank, which in itself shows that the inhabitants no longer regard
the space below as a legitimate receptacle for rubbish. The houses are scrabbed every
Saturday, aid are scrupulously clean throughout, and though they are somewhat
smaller than are the Malay houses in the Peninsula, they are infinitely better ventilated
This habit of cleanliness extends not only to the persons and dwellings, but also to the
garments of these islanders, and on the occasion of my first visit, the day being Saturday,
all the women of the village were busily engaged washing, starching, and ironing their
own 2ud their husbands’ clothes, the methods employed plainly showing that the art is
one which has been learned from Buropeans,

9. The costume worn by the Cocos Malay is also quite unlike that in use among the
natives of the Peninsula and Archipelago. The sarong, without which few self-
respecting Malays will appear in public, has been discarded, and a semi-European
costume is now adopted, consisting of a bright-coloured cotton shirt, and a pair of white
duck trousers bound round the waist with a sash. The feet are bare, but the head is

05100, I
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cgvere;} by g larga straw hat.simiiar to those inuse gmong the natives of South America
The whole costume, which s niut unpicturesque; presents strong contrast to the
511‘{352&115,1!81!1)" worn by the Malpys, anc is yet -one more unmistakeable cvidence of the
inflience which-the Luopean settlers have had upon the Malays who accompanied then
ta thesa islands. R ‘ T
10. The costume worn by the women consists of a bindice slightly open at the neck
and-#-skirt which- cluscly resembles. n sarong “both in cut and jn tlie manyer in whicl
it is fastened: shund the waist. They weat 10: Iead-covering, and their feet are bae
like those -of the men.  Agein the ipfluence of Eurepean cUugtom_is noticeable, the
women not only going.about unveiled, byt shoy ing 0. sigus-of that affeeted bashfulness
~which usally cloaks-the very ipdiffexpnt.morals-of the average Malay. woman, bul which
it, is & poink of honvur among theny ro assume when in the presence of men or strangers
. In the Cocos Tslands _dhe wolpen waitar table, couverse freely with strangers, and are
is-custopary-in Malny countries,.and yet T any assufed
fax aboye. the-average, and. tiiat anything resembling

firet sticceeded to the charge of the {slands the
wivgs, and that he was forced to take somewhat
1¢ them:to.abandon this-custom.  Now, he says,
‘ inc , beiig secure from all
folk, ardly amy of whom

. barghssieps: hefofe hesucceaded
- hesis-often-tempted: tosregret that
fear-of corporal punishient, have:complete
can_be realli-saidtosbe the-head-of sl
20 The -syhich-the-CGocos Mula
Malays: with. whom. T am acqgainted... I

. --constantlyinto contgel with Eurupeans:

eating-when. in: thsir:g
faint imposed.-cupon:
neverbein

=22 AY

- the-native faghion. Among ‘the : T0Cos-

men-

olly wnlike that of .any other
jere the Malay ‘hias -come 5o
0 dopi their manner of
sual pative way wheén
W removed,. 8 Malay curry; like a
reciated not-easily digested: unk is-eaten after
: ) > 1 falays, however, the use of ¥ table, stools, and
- ‘kiiives -and-forks when at meals is ag indispensable as it is o the Eurgpean, and' the
- - -Bantamese, who stili“8it -ofvthe ground =an&~-é‘a‘tz‘ift“ei="-ﬂié*'naliifé-‘fgshipn, are-régarded with
-~ . .contemps by-the. Cocos-born-islanders. It musi have ‘been- the work of some-generations
-~ ofeach:these people-to sit with,-comfort -on Chairs; since the average Malay finds the
- . -position as.crampediand. as uncomfortable as sitting cross-legged is-to the Europeéan who
is-unaceustomed to:assume that-attitude. o
- _13. From the Luropeans-on the islands-the Cocos-born ‘Malays have acquired some
idea, of oriamenting their houses, the walls being coveréd with pictures from the
illustrated-newspapers, and vases:containing flowers being noticeable in several of the
Tooms: |, entered: - N o ' o o
14. It is not, however, in merely superficial matters that the influence of Mr. Ross
and-his family is to be seen. ‘The Cocps-born Malay, lj}fe'hhg,mnjprity of his race, is a
Mohammedan, and Mr. Ross informs.me¢ that he always avoids, as far as possible, any

interference in-their religious .matters.. Nevertheless, by means of the influence. exeited

by himself and his family, the marriage laws, which-to most Malays represent the alpha
and-.omega of Mohammedan Jaw, have been entircly superseded br e Krglish marriage
customs;.  Polygamy is unknown. -on ‘the  islayd, at any ‘rate, among the Cocos-botn:
. Malays, and public opinion on the subject is sufficiently strong to inducé any Bantaniese
who has more than one wife to-dispense with this superfluity. That such'a revolution
should-have been volintmily made by a Mohammedan people is sufficiently remarkable,
and-is a striking instance of the immense personal influence which Mr. George Ross
possesses among the people of liis island:;. but allowance must, to some extent, be iade
for the fact that no. great. preponderance of women exists on the Cocos Islands, as is
usually the case in other more thickly inhabited regions,. and that the temptation to
polygamy and anything resembling a necessity for-it is thus greatly minimized.

15, \With regard to. divorag; however, this is not the cnse, and the mere fact that the
Mohammedan law of T'alak should, amonyg :a Mohammedan people, have been réplaced
by the Englich custom. is in itself very extraordinary, and speaks volumes for the
marvellous influence which Mr. Ross wields, and which, to his credit be'it said, is always
directed towards what he believes:to be for the good of his people, L am inforried that
divorces among the Cocos:born islanders are most uncommon, and r_ar\e'only permitted on
adultery. being proved. This no doubt accounts,to some extent, for the ‘independént
attitude which the women assume towards the men, . L

16, In otlier matters the Cocosshorn Malays. appear to. follow the ‘,prri‘c;‘.fic‘t; of their

'
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religion after the usual manner of Mobammedans. A nceat, but rather smoll, mosyue is
situated next door 1o the school~house, and here the usual Friday prayers ar. recited.
Though the hiours of prayer do not uppear to be very strictly observed, and though it
would he imagined that no very strong rddigious feeling prevailed among the-c
islariders, yel it is worthy of remark that religion is made the pretext among the Cocos
Malays for the division of the community into three separate sects or factions, cach of
‘which 4s headed by its own Imam. So far-as | could learn, no very eleay idea seemdd to
prevail-as to the actual points ar issue, but Mr. Ross informed me thit h  w.s inelined
to encourage the-existence of these factions, as he found the opposition each made to the
reniiinig two tiseful in managing the affairs of the island.

17. lt'was curious to notice tbut the Cocos-born Malay is almost entirely igno.ant
‘of- his religious phraseolugy, and that even s» common a word as Khatam (the Arabic
word which is used by the Malays to express that the Koran has been read flirough
from end to end) is not ‘uncerstood among these Islanders, the Milay word 7¢mbus
(through) being used in its stead, Many similar insiances might bo given without
difficuliy. , '

18. To his interesting report on the islands, which, indeed, leaves little for those who
have «ince visited them:-1o tell; Mr. E. W. Birch appends. a vocabulary of the dialect of
Maiay here spoken, or-rather a list-of words which he maintains are only known to the
Cocos-Kecling Malays. An examination. of this list of words, however, shows that no
word thiere given is in any way peculiar to the island, such words as “ Bibu” (,\), a
sursemaid, & serving girl, and ““ Bebek” (), a duck, being simply good Batavian
Malay. * Bisa;,” which means skilful, clever, adroit, is also guod Batavian, and is
probably a contracted form-of * Bidsa” { ,.\,); accustomed, familiar with ; «hile « Rela”
s simply a common corrupt form of the Arubic (..,), and is universaily employed by
the Malays. My own stay at the Cocos Islands was too short to enable e to attempt
any:real study of the dialect, but I failed to find any new word not known in Batavia or
elsewhere (unless Tumba, a fish spear, is a local word), and I was chiefly struck by the
fact that though -most of the words in use among the Coco- Islanders are well known to

_me,.a very large nimber of words in use in the Peninsula are not understood by the
Milays inhabiting these islands, whose diulect, though closely analogous to that spoken in
Batavaa, is poorer apparently and less pure. It is. worthy of remark’ that the proper
names adopted by these people are usually names which have been borrowed from the
Buropeans. =~ '

19. The work which these people do, the manner in which it is done, and the wages
which they receive, have already been fuliy dealt with in former Reports, and 1 have
nothing to add to what my predecessors have written on these subiects. The system in
foree was. fully explained by Mr. Venning in his report for 1893,.paragraphs 56 and 57,*
and the discount of one-sixth on the parchment currency when realised is still in force.
1 agree in thinking that there does not appear to be any sufficient reason for this
deduction from- the men’s savings, but that all the paper currency is subject to this
deduction is evidently well understood by the natives; and no complaint reached me on
the subject. Mr. Ross states that the deduction in question is made by him as an off-set
against the risk he runs in bringing articles reguired for the natives of the island from
Batavia in his own cutters, and the natives fully recognise this as a legitimate drawback
on their earnings to which he is entitled by custom.

Tre BANTAMESE.

20. I visited the Bantamese village on :Sunday, 17th June, and saw all the coolies,
no-work. being -.done on Sunday. Their houses, which are built on much the same plan
as those of ithe Cocos-born Islanders, were clean and well ventilated, and the general
sanitary condition of the people appeared to me to be excellent. Dr. D’Arcy Hervey,
who accompanied me, was of opinion that no change was necessary in existing
arrangements. Though neat and clean, however, the Bantamese village does not present
the same scrupulously tidy appearance as the habitations of the Cocos-born islanders,
and the manner of living, the costume, and the manuer of these people show that little
change has as yet been effected Ly the influence of the Europeans and the Cocos-born
Malays, The sarong is still universally worn, and mats and fingers take the place of
tables and chairs, and knives and forks. The people, however, appeared to be healthy and
contented. I called them all together and asked them if they had any cowplaints to
make, but they one and:all-assured me that they were -perfectly -contented, and-had no~
grievance which they wished to bring to my notice. o

* Sec puge 61.
12

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



N : 68

* kg » ! -

21, 1 had soie conversation with their Imam (priest) on the subject of the toddy
which they extract from the coco-nut trees, and which they consume, I am- informed, in
considerable quantisies; but he muininined that the law of the Korin werely forbade
inebriation, and did not prohibit the moderate use of fermented liquor. This cantention
is, of course, quite untenable, and [ am informed by Mr. Ross that drunkenness.is by no
mesns-unknown on the island, and is most commen among the Bautamese coolies,

22, In Mr. Venning's Report he has explained at length the conditions on which the
Bantamese coolies engage to work, and I am assured that they are rapidly working off
their advances. Some are already free to leavé the island, some have. already gone, but
most of them continue to live on, though thev have not the love for the-place which is
strongly felt by the Cocos-born Malays, and most of them cherish an intention of
returning to- their-own country to end their days. In the meantime they earn-2 high
rate of wage, receive medicine, ccco-nuts, and fire-wood free of all charge, and are

probably in a more prosperous condition than any budy of coolies in the Straits Settle-

‘ments or Native States:

PortraTiON:

-3, ¥ am indebted: to- Mr.Ross for the following figures, Whick ghiow the present

popilation 5f these islands, and-which. are for thefrst

time drawn up in # form showing

_the number of Joys and girls-separately, not massing them with the adults, as-ias been

‘done-in former-yearsz=—

) Netionality. Men. Wonen. Boys. | Gids Terars
-~Codos-bora - = = <. =} --107 ie8 73 89 387
Baptamese -~ - - - ~j - 63 37 47 35 192
Tozaz, - < - 170 155 120 184 578
7 S " 'BIRTHS.

i Natiosality: ‘Boys: Girls:. ToTiL.

Gocol-bio}i; - - s - - - e 7 - 11 . 18

: ‘Bgntnlxlgse A = - i;--‘, e - - 6 - 3 . Y

ToTar - - 13 14 27

Dearas.

Mationality.  Men Women. |  Boys. 1 Gitdls. Total:

Cacos-borry = . - - - L3 4- - 8 . 7 . 93

Bantamese - B - - -1 - ] 4 'A T ; 6

Total - - -} 7 . 4 : 10. 1 8 29

Excess of Deaths-over-Births - « - - - & & - = 2
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PRl SRS
ARRIVALS,
Nationality, i Men, Women. |  Boys, ! Girls, Total,
. i
SO O, A e —
‘ |
Europaaus ~ - - - - i 8 - - - { 3
! - ; o 1
flfotal - -~ - l 2 - - ! - ; 3
! { !
Drranrores.
R s —_ - —
Natiofiality. ; Meu. l Women, Boys. Girls. ;  Total.
| i S
— ‘
Bentamese - - - - - g 7 3 2 1 : 13
!, — ——
Total - - - i 7 S 2 1 13
1
Ex::ve§a of Departures.over Arrivals - - - - - - - - 10

24. The crew of the “ J. G. Ross,” which disappeared between the Cocus Islands und
Batavia; 66 not figure-in  this.return. 7Tke crew consisted of nine Cocos-born Malays.
The :total decrease of the population since lust return is therefore 21. Asa matier of
-fact,.the present returns show a decrease of 25 on the returns published in Mr. Venning’s
Repozt, byt Lam inforrsed that this is due to an enor in the returns furnished to him by
Mr. Sydney Ross.

25. The age of all the people on the island bhas been entered in the register, all those
below the age of 16 being classed as chiidren, all above that age being classed =5 adults.
Tt miust be remembered in this-connection that natives deveiop earlier thar Europeans,
and that » youth or-girl of 16 bas reached a marriageable age in the Eust, and may
fairly be classed as.an aduilf,

26. OUne divorce among the Bantamese is registered as having taken place during the
past year:. .

IarorTs anp ExrorTs.

27. The following is the list o7 the chief articles imported intv the island during the
past year :—

Rice - - - - - - - 1,560 pikuls,
Flour . - - - - - - 40 bags.
Swgar - - - - - - - 200 25-1b. tins.
Tea - - - - - - - 3 cases.
Tobacco - - - - - - - 40 baskets.

Thes¢ :articles include all the supplies which are procured by Mr. Ross for the natives.
Any-extras-which the natives may require, such as clothes, &c., are imported according
to order; and no exact list is kept of articles so imported. The total value of the imports
during the year is stated to be approximatély $25,000..

28, The.only export from the Cocos Islands during the past year was 582 tons 13 cut.
of copra, which is valued at 13(. a ton~—a higher price, 1 am informed, than is fetched by
copra from any other part of the world. The total value of the copra exported is thus
about 7,5731. The quantity shipped during the year is considerably less than usual, but
another shipment is now ready. Nevertheless, when the expenses necessary for its
production have been deducted, and when the nature of the life which Mr. Ross is called
upon to liveis considered, the annuval profits which accrue to him cannot be regarded
as excessive. .

29. As stated in former reports, a quantity of heche-de-mer is available for export, but
nothing has been done with regard to it, 1}’!1'. Ross stating that the preparation of the

3
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year's shipment of copra keeps all on the island fully employed, and leaves no time for
other enterprises at present, e hopes, however, in the future to add this commodity to
his list of exports.

llgavra.

30. The island, situated as it is in mid-ocean, and in the very course of a persistent
trade wind, cannot be otherwise than healthy, while its isolated position is a protection from
contagion. The arrival of the cutters which ply hetween the Cocos and Batavia, how-
“ever, are often followed by an outbreak of epidemic disease, and thus many on the islnd
have suffered severely from influenza during the last twelve months. 7Tu the case of a few
p_eqpls this. proved fatal, but the island .was rearly free from the disease when }
visited it. - .

31. The-natives look extraordinarily ‘healthy, and the regular lives they lead, together
with the hard physical work which all'perform. daily-must indeed be-conducive to health,
Dr. D’Arey Hervey accompanied me on my visits to both the Cocos and Bantumese
villages, but in neither place did he find any serious cases needing his aid.

32. Mr. Ross supplies medicine free to all- his people, and his brother dr. Charles
Ross, who has acted as medical man for the island for ‘many years, has acquired the
experience necessary:to deal with almost all the cases- thaf-arise. -

~ 33. Mr. Ross informed me that venereal-disease-is almost unknown on the island, and
that anyone known to he suffering from it would at once be sent to.Java, and would not
be again permitted to setfoot-on the island. ! )

34. The sanitary condition-of the villiges ‘was excellent, as I have already remarked,
?]nd this is aidéd by Mr. Ross’s custom of holding a weekly inspection of the houses on

is island.

EDpucatioxN.

- -35. On Monday, Juire 18th; I visited the school whick has been opened by the Cocos-
~born Malay, Kajeli, who-was-educated in-Singapore; and examined:the boys. There were
present 27 boys in all, varying in age from 6 or 7 to 14 and 15. I -examined them
~in-reading, writing firom dictation (both in. ithe verhacular);-and:in arithmetic, and was

greatly surprised ut the proficiency they showed. They read with -ease, fluency, and
:correct-emphasis, and their writing from dictation was most:aceurate. :

They evidently all-poszessea-the imitative faculty to.a considerable degree; for'they one
aud: all wrote tie same handwriting, which I afterwards discovered ‘to: be a:close copy of
Rajeli’s own-caligraphy.. . S

36. The arithmetic was also well done, these small boys adding, multiplying, and
dividing long rows of pounds, shillings, and pence with really astonishing accuracy,
though T cannot but think that this:complicated coinage must convey little idea to then,,
and that a knowledge of it is never likely to be of any great practical use to them iu
after life. Simple forms of coinage, such as they are likely to have'to do with-later cn,
might, I think, Le substituted with advantage.

37. The excellent: éducation which ‘these boys receive does the greatest credit to
Mr. Ross, and -comypares very favourably with that obtained in the vernacular schools of
the Native.States,.for -all. these-boys receive technicsl education in addition to the mere

- knowledge of reading-and writing: Every boy by the time he has reached: a.marriageable
age,.not only-knows how to read and write; but has also passed -through the shops, so
that every man on the island may be said to e a good carpenter and blacksmith, and all

-‘.khow-how to.make use-of drawings, plans,-and scales. No Cocos=born Malay-need find
»difficulty in-eariiing liis: bread-in-any:part of the Archipelago or Peninsuld. [1-s difficult
to-over-estimaté: the-advantage which Mr. Ross has-thus.conferred tipon his people:.

38. The Bantamese schoolmaster, who-did “$uch goyd work by opening a-night:school
«during his spare-hours, has unfortunately left the island, bit.the Bantamese boys; as-well
‘as the¢hildrén of theCocos Malays, attend::Rajeli’s sschool.

39. Theschool-buildig itself; which-is méar the mosque,.is-aclean neat house with a
plank floor: well ventilated; and: fitted with; forms,. desks; and black-board:- . The /boys
-all'wear @ uniforni capy:and were very clean andnéat.. . oo -7 o
: R : . PR N . .

'METEO;"&O'I;OGY,‘" ‘
<140, “[append' alist- furhished tv'mie- by Mr::Charles Ross; :showing the maximum::and
apidimum: readings -6f the barometer dnds thermometer for :each. . month since the last
official visit to the island. ‘The readings aré taken daily at 6 a.m.
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NCOR
BAROMRTER. =
om——— o m— i N "“"‘T"" T s s R
— . Maximum., °  Minimum,
1898.
July - - = 2 - < . 26-90 2077
August S I 30°04 2901 ,
September - - - - - - 3008 2991
October - e e e e - 30:08 29-93
November - - - - - - 30°01 29°82
December - - - e - . 30°00 2687
1894,
1
Jannary - - - e e - 2993 | 298
February - - - - <« - 29-98 294
_March- - - - . . - 3000 2970
JApril - - - - - - - 3004 2085
May - - - - - - - 30-01 2487
THERMOMETER.
Maximum. Minimom.
1893, . o
July - - - - - - - 79 ]
August L 79 73
September - -~ - - - - 78 7
Qctober - - - 4 . . 7 ]
November - - - - - - 30 74
December - - - - - | 78 b
1894.
Japmarr - - - - - - ar’ %%
‘Febrpory - - - - - . 23 5
Merh - <~ - - < . -] 56 72
Aprii - .- = . 81 76
Bay - - - - - = 81 75

41 The extieme:annual range of the barometer is, therefore, from 30°06 to 2945,
and-of the: thetmoumeter from 86° to 70°. It will be noticed that the climate in these
islands is coolef-than in most places in the Archipeiago.

42. -On Februase 4th, 1893, a cyclone burst ujon the isiand, uprooting no less than,
30,905 coco-nut {rees, and doing niuch miscellaeous Jamage. The readings from the
ba?oi?gter and ‘thermometer from 6 a.m. on February 4th to 6 a.m. on February 6th, were-
as follows': -~

»

Time. Barometer. Thermometer. Wind.
[

Pebruary 4th, 6 am. - - R - 29-82 78 ! N.W.
Dito . 6asam. - - - - . . 2973 77 W.
Ditto - 1 p.m. - - - e e . 2966 76 W.N.W.
Dius - 2pm. T 29-61 76 N.W.
Dito - 225pm. - - . - . . 2958 - tONW.
Ditte -~ 828pm. - - . - . . 29°50 — N.W.
Dito - 3s5pm. - - - - . . 29'53 —_ N.W.
D_i;%.p -~ Bpm - - - - - - 2945 —_ W.N,W.
Dito - 630pm. - - - - . - 2956 — N.S.W,
Ditto - 9 pm. - - - - - - 29°56. —_ W.N.W,

Februdry 5th, 126 - - - - - . . 29-49 — N.E. to E.
Ditte ~ 4.10am. - - - - . . 2956 = S.E.
Ditto - 6 a.m. S 29°50 70 3.8.E,
Ditto - 9am, S 29°59 . 81 —
Dito - M4bam, - - - = = o 20°57 80 —
Ditto - 180pm. - - - - . . 29'63 81 —
Dtto - 885pm. - - - - . . 29°50 8] N.W,
Dittoe - 5 pan. S L 2048 80 S. to S.3.W.

February- gth, 1 a.m, L 29°50 —_ N.w.
Ditte” - " 8804m. < - - < . . 2048 — W. to N.W,
Ditto - 6am. . 20°62 78 N.W.

-
-
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43, A [ bave already suid, the-damage done was very great, but so thickly are the
islands planted with coco nuts that the damage is not readily observable. This cyclone,
however, has caused « severe loss to Mr. Rose,

MISCRLLANEOUS.

44. The past vear has been one of misfortunes for Mr. Rouss. In the first place the
schooner *¢ F. G. Ross,” which had been built by M. Ross at the Cocos [slands, and of
which so much has beeu written in former reports, disappeared. and has never since been
heard of. The schooner in question left the islands for Batavia with a Norwegian
captain and a_crew -of eight Cocos-born. Malays. She also had on board a number of
Italian sailors, a very unruly crowd, who had been shipwrecked on the island, and who
were being sent to Batavia by Mr. Ross. The pilot on his return reported that the
Italians showed signs of mutiny before the ship was clear of the Lagoon, and it is
supposed that on the voysge tv Batavia they either mutinied and obwmined possession of
the schooner, or that she was lost. Anyhow the vessel never reached Batavia, and the
inquiries ‘which were set on foot by Mr. Ross, owing to the isolated position of his
island, and the delays consequent thereon, came so latethat it was-only to be anticipated
that they should have no result. o

"45. The next misfortune which befell Mr. Ross-was the failure of his agents, Messrs.
Kiowles & Co. of Batavia; and the .consequent loss of moneys lyisg to Mr. Ross’s credit
with them. The news of this failure reached the Cocos Islands so late that-all efforts to
- recover any of this loss proved uvavailing. '

~ 46. IwFebruary, as I have already mentioned. a cyclone did an immense amount of
damage-to Mr. Ross’s. property, and completed 2 tale of unmerited disaster which might
well have discouraged a less strorig:man than thie present owner of the island. Mr. Ross,
‘however, wastes little time in lamenting the losses which he has sustained through no
fault of liis own, and 4s soon as the storm had abated he at ouce set to work to remedy
the evil it had done, a task on which he was still employed when we visited the island.

47. Avnother source.of trouble is the rats, which were orivinally brought to' the island
it a ship which was wrecked there, and which rapidly incréased and multiplied. M.
Ross keeps.a number of terriers, with- med to look after them, whose only duty it is to
hunt.for rats, and about a-score are -accounted for daily. Mr. Ross reckons, however,
that the rats are képt down by this means, but that nothing like extermination is to be
hopel for. “The very considerable expense incurred -annually in rat-hunting must, there-
fore,. be regarded as.a permanent item in Mr. Ross’s accounts.

48: In writing this report, I have experienced considerable difficulty in selecting my
material, most of the points on-which I should have been tempted to-touch having-already
been repeatedly dealt with by former -visitors to the island. T have thus avoided any
description of the island itself, and bave confined my remarks almost -entirely to the
subjects-on which my predecessors have laid the least stress, but which, in my opinion,
are none the less deserving of pnorice. Specially have 1 eadeavoured to express my
admiration of the extraordinary power of dealing with the natives which Mr. Ross.displays.
He is at onee firm, just, and kind with the islanders, and the fact that he rules a-
‘populaticn. of some 600 souls with no sort of force at his back, that no serious crime has
been committed for years, and that he has succeeded in earning and keeping the regard
:as-well as the respect of his people, speaks for itself. The work he is doing is a good
work, and it is done-in 4 manner that few could emulate; and to one who, like myself, has
himsell’ lived amony and: attempted to manage Malays for a considerable time, the
‘methods which Mr,. Ross adopts in the management of his island, and the results thereby
obtained, were at once ‘thé most interesting and the most instructive thing to be
witnessed in this interesting and curious place.

49. I'must take this opportunity of recording my thanks to Captain Laxton, r.N., and
to the officers of H.M.S. ¢ Peacock” for ‘the kindness and hospitality shown to me by

- them duting the voyage to and from the Cocos-Keeling Islands.

. : 'Hues CLIFFORD.
British Residency, Pabang, November 17,. 1894,
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No. 17.

Sir C. BB, H. MITCHELL to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN,
(Reccived September 28, 1896.)

ExTrACT.

Government House, Singapore,
) September 1, 1896.

| navE the honour to transmit herewith six copies of a report by Mr. Arthur Keyser -
(Collector and Magistrate of Jelebu in the Negri Sembilan) on the Cocos-Keeling and
Christmas Island dependencies of this Colony, which Mr. Keyser was specially deputed
by me to visit this year.

It will be within your recolleetion that no special visit was paid to these islands last
year-owing to difficulties experienced by the Admiral in furnishing a vessel for the
voyage.

From the report it will be seen that the islanders are in a fairly prosperous condition,
notwithstanding an excessive storm of rain from which the Cocos-Keeling Islands have
suffered: this year.

Mr. Keyser’s reporton these islands furnishes an iteresting object lesson on the
actual internal working of a State where all the industry is, as it were, nationalised
(Mr. Ross representing the State in this case). The results indicate a high rate of
wages accompanied by a very low standard of industry on the part of the workers
(paragraph 11).

The nationalisation of the land (paragraph 14) appears to have curtailed the demand
for land in a great degree. '

Mr. Keyser also noticed a deplorable want of care for very young childre in the
islands. This may have no necessary connection with the political conditions which have
obtained there, but 1 may say that I have noticed an equal want of care fer the rising
generation in Fiji, where curiously enough, as regards the native population, a system of
State Socialism of a primitive kind also prevails, the State land being cultivated by the
community and the pro:luct sold to deiray the cost of the State, any balance being dealt
with-communistically by the particulur disision of the community that has earned it. It

* may be that the diminution of incentive to individual effort pruduces the same effect in
both Fiji and the Cocos.

With reference to paragraph 18, I am sending to the Keeling Islands a good map of
‘the world with a globe aud an atlas.

The vegetable samples from Christmas Islan | have been sent to the Superintendent of

. A i 10 4
the Botanic Garden here, whose report thereon I enclose. lsggust,

I have applied to Mr. Ross for the products indicated by the Superintendent. T

Mr. Clunies-Ross left. for England by last French mail ; his address in London will, ]
believe, be known to the Borneo Company, Limited. | should be glad if you could find
an opportunity of seeing Mr. IRoss, whose unique personaiity would, 1 think, interest
you.

——

Enclosure 1 in No. 17.

ReporT of Mr. A. KeYseR, deputed by His Excellency the GOVERNOR of the STRAITS
SETTLEMENTS to visit the Christmas and Keeling-Cocos Islands.

CHRISTMAS ISLAND.

1. According to instructions, on Wednesday June 16th, I embarked on board Her
Majesty’s Ship © Aolus,” the guest of Captain Groome, R.N., in order to visit and report
upon Christmas Island and the Kecling-Cocos Islands.

2. After a short stay in Java, and travelling at slow speed, we arrived off Christmas
Island at 7 a.m. on June 22nd. As has been described, this island appeared to rise high
out of the sea with scarcely any beach.

There is no.anchorage, the water being too deep, and Captain Groome proposed to lie
on and off -during the time it was nccessary for me to be ashore. There was some little
delay before our arrival was noticed by those on the island. We subsequently heard
fromi Mr. ‘Andrew Clunies-Ross, who is in charge there for his brother, Mr. George

95100, '
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Clunies-Ross, that it was not till about 10°30 that natives had called him from his work
with the information that ©“a man-of-war, as big as an island, had arrived.,” Mr. Ross
immediately came off to the ship, and after expressing his pleasure at receiving this visit,
stated that all was well on the island, ’ :

After lunch, Captain Groome and 1 accompanied him. on shore, together with Dr.
Shand, whose services Mr. Andrew Ross had asked for on behalf of his wife.

3, On the shore, within close distance of the sea, s a small settleiment. Here Mr,
Andreiv-Ross had built himself a house. The house is of wood, painted green, and the
floor cement, Mr. Andrew Ross, who for the sake of brevity 1 will continue to eall M,
Ross, i§ himself both carpenter and architect, and the various evidences of his work
served to show the many sides to his practical knowledge.

" Immediately atv'the back of the small group of buildings rise clifis, with such an abrupt
ageent that they seem to form a wall which almost oppressively limits and shuts.in the
smill plateau by the-sea. With the jungle so elose upon the houses, one’s thoughts
naturally turned to wild beasts, who-could, from this vantage ground; conveuiently prey

" upon the goats, dogs, fowls, turkeys, and all other live stock which seemed to abound.
But on' this fortunaté island, we learnt. there are no- wild animals, snakes, -or other
eréitures inimical to man.

After accepting the hospitality of Mr. Ross and his wife (2 Keeling-Cocos-born lady),
wé went for-a wilk, wishing fo see as much as we were able during our-stay.

4. As we passed aloug the sea-shore, the path led: us through a small oréhard which,
originally plauted by Mr. Ross to supply the immediate necessities of himself and fellow-
settlers, has been ample proof of the fertility of the soil. Owing to the assistanice of birds
in carrying and- distributing seeds, the fruit trees have considerably multiplied. Notably
is-this the case in the ‘papaya trees (called katis) a kind which produces unusually large
fruit. These trees seem to grow everywhere like a weed: The small bird’s eye chillies
(lombok rawit)-have spread even more conspicuously.

- Poniegrandtes, guavas, and other fruits were also seen on all sides, apparently little
incorivenienced' by the mass of weeds which threatened to- choke them or the mneigh-
bourisig trees which. overshadowed and crowded them. R

PheAfirst quarter-of a mile of our walk lay through a perfect marvel -of lukuriant
growth, run wild. -

.. As we approached the incline of the hill, we were shown trees.of Libérian coffee of five
years. These, though showing similat signs of waut of care, weré-extremely fing, aind the
sight. of them produced regret that they should be so few. If thése trees are true speci-
mens of what coffee can do in this soil, there is little doubt that in this direction alone the
island may. have a future.

5. Beyond this tiny coffee gardex ive saw the first piece of timber—teak-wood—about
which so mich has already been written. This teak, though classed as ““bastard,” is held
byéome to bé the réal teak-wood, and its-peculiar reddish tint.to he due only tu the nature
of the soil. * - -

" This wood is extremely -durable, -nd 4is used here.and: in the:Keeling-Cocos. for building

boats. A sample sent to England fetched 77. per-ton ez dock expenses. I understood
from Mr. Ross that it was not yet decided what--this -wood actually is. A boat of this
wood, now used by Mr. Ross, was built in 1873. I obtained, and brought back with me,
some. of the leaves and flower of .the 4ree. {I -also.asked Mr. Ross for a sample of a
peculiar kind of scented wood which he had shown me. ‘

bR - P .

. Commencing to-¢limb the hill which-led to the mainland.:of the island, as it were—
having hitherto walked: along a little shelf which projected like a foot frony the body to
which it belongs—we followed a rough path recently made at the cost of much labour by
Mr. Ross. The-surface of the ground ‘s rough and-everywhere covered with phosphate
storie. ~This.path continued for;some.djstance, and enabled us to form a good idea of the
Kind: of lanid-through ivhich we passed. , . S :

A Malay jungle has undergrowth.so.thick that it is often, difficiilt to form any ¢oriect
opinion. of the extent of the valleys or their formation from merely passing through
theim ; herg, in Chilstinas Island, the surroundings. were ‘¢clear and defined, while :the
entire absence of ratans-and. creepers enabled us to-look above :and atound. Around were
fine trees standing out unhidden, as they do in an English.forest, and above us birds sat
_p'la,x.cidb;, it the Dranchis undisturbed in the slightest degree liy the approach of human
beings. The majority of these were huge pigeons which never even attempted to fly
away, Wi'ijlg first théir compithions, and then themselves; were being shot by sportsmen
‘who had Gongentéd to ‘Waive their seruples and take this -opportunity for supplying fresh
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food for the ship. So fame are .these birds that Mr.s Ross's little hoy (a fine, manly chilif;

soon going home to sehool), daily secures as many as the family requive cither with his

catapult or 2 noose. Ground thrushes also came and perehed close to us equally imseared

by our presence or the noise of guns.

7. Occasionally the path was overgrown, but such gruwth presented nothing more
formidable than tall bushes resembling the wili raspberry, while now and then sowe
treacherous nettles and one insinuating species of thorn showed us the worst obstacles of
this jungle. "Beyond a lookout for these, there was litile, so far as 1 could judge, to

revent any one walking at the rate of three miles an hour.  Howerver there are, possibly,
more difficulties than were here appareat, since Mr. Ross informed us that he has only
once penetrated to the further side of the islaud, and that journey took three days. On
this expedition he had to carry water, as, until quite recently, the only water known was
that in wells by the sertlement. Within the last few months, however, so lately indeed
that we were able to inform the proprietor of the Keeling-Cocos Islands of it as news, Mr.
Andréw Ross discovered a waterfall falling into the sea at the further side of the island,
whither he had gone in his boat. Thus obviously the island po-sesses one souree of good
water and very possibly more.

Mr. Ross has lived on the island for seven years. Little more need be said to show how
small a_portion of the island has been explored

8. Though the size of the island has been variously described, the correct measurement
is about 12 miles long and 7 miles broad.

Half-way up the hill Mr. Ross pointed out where he intended to make a coffee
plantation; and some commencement towards a clearing could be seen.

Alongside the path at intervals some Liberian coffce had been planted. These plants,
overshadowed by the jungle trees and Jeft apparently to take care of themselves, were of
all conditions, good, indifferent and bad, according as their surroundings were favourdble
or-the reverse. [t was evident that no serious or systematic attempt to cultivate coffee
had vet been made. There were no labourers or nurseries, neither were there any sigus
of that attention which it is usual to bestow on a garden of this nature.

9. No quantity of timber appeared to have been cut, though a wire hawser had been
stretched up the hill preparatory to procuring it, a work which, considering the small
amouut of labour available, must have been one of no small difficulty.

In.some places Mr. Ross pointed out plants wnich he informed me were wild coffee
bushes indigenous to the island. : '

14. The present population of the Island numbers 22, made up as follows :—

14 working men (3 Bantamese and 11 Keeling-Cocos Islanders).
2—Mr. and Mrs. Audrew Ross.

1—Son. of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ross.

5—Mrs, Lindsay (mother of Mrs. Ross), her daughter and 3 children,

[ 3]

Mr. Andrew Ross i§ the only European.
The Bantamese are time-expired men who are waiting passage to Batavia.
Their wages are 12 guilders a month each.

15. After paying off the advances made them, these three men are taking with them
savings of 168 guilders 115 guilders,.and 59 guilders respectively.

All' labourers are.allowed to take as many birds.and as much firewood, fruit and cocoa-
nuts as they require, free. Very little fish is caught, as the sea is too rough.

t was explained that people here can save more than in the Keeling-Cocos Islands
where men inclined to be idle expend their woney in purchasing fish from more
industrious friends. Clothes can be obtained from Mr. Ross’s store. Those worn by the
hative boatmen, however, were old and marvellously patehed. -

~ 16. Durinyg my short stay there was little opportunity for conversing with the natives,
it T gathered that they wese-happy and had no complaints, except that they disliked
living there, as they had no wives, and also they wanted more clothes.

With regard to the first, I presume that the transport and accommodation of women
is- one of those extra expenses which Mr. Ross is disinclined to incur until matters are
more settled between Professor Murray and himself. ’ co
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The latter complaint was the only one in the Keeling-Cocos Islands, and there it was
universal. This, lowever, scarcely means that the people want clothes in the ordinary
sense of the word; it rather shows that natives who love to expend their spare money
on finery and garments of colour are here debarred from doing so, and the pussession of
more money than others is productive of none of that immedjate satisfaction to be
devived from the admiration and envy of their fellows.

17. The general health is good, though fever is brought to the islaud whenever ships
core from' Java.

18. The bivds of the island are terns, frigate birds, hoobies, pigeous, green. ground
pigeons, eround thrush, banian tree birds, weaver birds, two kinds of hawk, and the
tropical bird. M. Ross gave us some interesting .particulars about the peculiar habits
of the terns aid frigate birds. These we had already read with some scepticism, It
appears-these birds actually do lay their eggs on a leaf, or the fork framed by rthe junction
of two- leaves, and so. judge the time that as the-leaf falls to open thé bird. is hatehed,
and- thus obtains a cleor space to fly away. In no instance have these birds been known

" to inake a mistake, or select a tree which succumbed to the storm -or fell before its time
through. sveakiiess or wet. ‘ .

In-the Keeling-Cocos islands more was told us about these birds, and 1 did my utmost
to obtain specimens of the leaves and eggs. but though some of the natives made several
expeditions to procure them, owing to the rough-weather their efforts-were unsuccessful.
The seaichers were much disappointed, as they showed a great desireto confound the
disbelief which I had simuldted to-obtain their interest.

_ In-addjition to the peculiar position of the egg on the leaf, Mr. Andrew Ross informed

us that the young wereé. always Thatched tail to head and heal to tail alternately, no two
birds side by side ever facing the.same way.. Also that when the parent birds fed. their
young they laid the fish caught for themn, each arranged in the same orderly manner;
yet inore, that these thoughtful parents never gave their offspring the same kind of fish
on iwo.consecutive days. As we only remained one day at Christmas Island, this last
sign. of such fastidious taste-could not. then be verifiéd.

19. Cocoa-nuts, oranges, limes; guavas, in fact all tropical fruits which lave been
planted, do well in this.soil. . ' )
1 noticed there was no Indian corn growing; and snggested to Mr. Ross that: this
might be cultivated, us there’is plenty -of land and little fear of exhausting it. In-case of
- accident, which. might delay the import of rice, this would be.an excellent substitute.
: ‘Unfortunately Mr. Ross liad- no seeds, but requested that I should ask bis brother to send
some. . : )

~ 20. The houses are thatched with what is known as ditan panddn, a-kind of reed used
" in Jelebu for making mats.

21. Mr. Ross:had goats, pigs, turkeys, Manila ducks and fowls. All these domestic
animals appeared ‘to thrive. ) ‘ .

The settlement is much troubled by rats, which are getting to be almost as great a
pest as they are in the Keeling-Cocos Islands..

22. The principal food of the people is land crabs,. pigeous, and: frigate birds.

23. There seem to be no wild animals. of any. kind, though a large species.of bat,
called here ompret, was seen in large numbeis during our walk through the orchard.
There are scarcely.any butterflies on the island.

24. Formeily Christmas Island used to be a favourite place of call for whalers. Now
théy do not conie.  Last December a schiool of whales was seen- off the island.

925. Steamers are sometimes observed passing the island, evidently making it to take
their bearings.
; 26, The-drawhack to the island is, of course, its want of anchotage.
The first Mr. Clunies Ross had intended to settle: there, but on account of this
difficulty went on to the Keeling-Cocos instead.

9%, Mr. Ross informed me that the Keeling-Cocos yawl-had called at the island about
three months ago, and’ naintains regulae .communication, but, with this cxception, no
ship had visited -themn since the last man-of:tar -with Mr. Venning on boarl in 1893.

98, There had been one death amongst the small community. This man died of a
kind of swelling of the chest, supposed to be hereditary, since he was the son of the man
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stated by Mr. Ross to have heen mentioned by Mr, Birch as having succumbed to
similar disease,

29. 'The language slpoken by the few people on the island is largely composed of
Jayanese words. A Malay who accompanied me, though knowing Javanese, stated that
he could not understind the children when they spoke together, but the pronunciation
and manner of speaking sounded to his car like the speech of Eurasians in Malacca.

In addition to the short vocabulary given by Mr. Birch, some of the common words
used, such as *“ somor,” a well 5 * jerok,” an orange; “katis,” papaya; “kopeng,” ear;
“kiong,” a shell, are evidence of how Javanese expressions are gradually taking place
of ‘the original Malay.

30. Having heard much of the civilisation and intelligence of the Keeling-Cocos
islanders, 1 was disappointed at this my first sight of them in Christmas Island. The
men, though finely built, appeared dull and heavy, showing indifference to what went
on around them. My first impression was that they were of a lower type than the saine
class of people in the peninsnia.

31. T remained on shote till 6 o’clack in thie afternnon, when I went on board, accom-
panied by Mr. Andrew Ross, who came to say good-bye, and take back his son, who had
been-enjoying a-long visit to the ship.

Our boat was loaded with pigeons and fruits. Captain Groome sent ashore a present of
stuffs and stores. These thoughtfully included fresh elastic for the little boy’s catapuit,
which had hopelessly broken on his last shooting expedition. We also left a large
quantity of newspapers. Mr. Koss was eager for all the latest news. As he bad received
none for many inonths, and had not yet heard of the Transvaal troubles, it required some
consideration-to bring his information up to date.

1 regretted that it was not in my power to undertuke any more troublesome task to
show my appreciation of Mr. Ross’s friendly kindness in readily combining with his
hospitable welcome facilities for learning so much that I wanted to know.

32. As H.M.S. « Aolus ” steamed away from the island, at 7 p.m., the electric light
played. on the islanders’ departing boat, obtaining an unexpectedly picturesque effeit
from the scarlet-costumes of the crew, all. of whom were seen to be dressed as marines,
in tunics.given them by their late hosts on board the ship.

"Thus, half the male population, at least, hiad their longings for fine clothes most bliss-
fully gratified.

B ArtHUR KEYSER.

July t8; 1896.

Tae KeerLine-Cocos IsLANDS.

1. His Excellency is.alre:dy in possession of much detailed information concerning
these islands. It will not, therefore, be necessary for me to touch on some matters to
shich. his attention has already been directed.

Mr. Birch, and those gentlemei who have followed him, compiled interesting reports
which, dealing with all subjects of importance, ledve little for their successors to add.

Therefore, thoujh what I ain about to write concerning my recent visit may thereby
appear patchy or incomplete, it will be more couvenient if I purposely omit much that
has already received notice, and confine mysclf to the task of bringing former statistics
up to date, together with the mention of matters which, for some reasons, may bear
repetition. In addition to this, it may, perhaps, be of interest to his Excellency if I set
aside all that ! have heard or read of these islands, and attempt to give some of the
impressions conveyed to me on visiting the Keeling-Cocos for the first time. This I will
now proceed to.do, since I believe that much which I shall presently write will be more
readily understood after some introduction to the circumstances peculiar to these islands.
For it is fair that these should remain constantly in the mind of anyone reading of
work and progress in a place so far beyond those influences which, taught by long
custom to-accept as part of the routine of his life, he may, therefore, unconsciously under-
rate.

2. H.M.S. * Holus " reached the Keeling-Cocos Islands at daybreak on Friday,
Jurie 26th. The appearance of thesc islands, their reefs und the difficulties presented to
navigation, have all been elsewhere described, but nowhere more happily than by Forbes,
who, in his book, * A Naturalist’s: Wanderings in the Eastern Archipelago,” calls them
“an- island-speckled ring of coral holding its own against the waves.” ‘
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To quote further from the same work: * These islands were discovered by Captain
Keeling in 1609, and visited by Darwin in 1836, Soon after we had anchored, Mr,
George Clunies Ross, the proprietor of the islands, and the third in succession from his
grandfather, came off to the ship,

After expressing surprise that a ship drawing to much water should have so quickly
found an anchorage, Mr. Clunies Ross inforined Captain Groome that sometimes rollers
came in at that particular place. It was decided to move further in, and, Mr. Ross
a}slsisting as pilot, the ship finally anchored in the lagoon abouta mile and a half from the
shore.

3. I accepted Mr. Ross’s kind invitation to accompany him on shore, and remain his
guest dnring the four days it was the intention of Captain Groome to remain at the
islands. This hospitality was of that sincere nature which left me free to dispose of my
own time. During my stay, therefore, I took every available opportunity for conversing
with the natives, visiting their houses, and endeavouring to -obtain their coniidence, in
order that I might then better study their manners, and, if possible, ‘gain some further
insight into their character than would ordinarily be presented to the casual view of a
stranger. My time was, of course, too short to admit of coming to any definite con-
clusions, or obtaining any but superficial information, but the main impression was, that
it would be a wrong basis on which to start did I endeavour to compare these people with
any Malays of the peninsula with whom I am acquainted. _

They differ in so-many-essential particulars that comparisons hetween them would be
useléss.

_ T'bave never been to Africa, but, from what I have read, it may be that the Keeling-
Cocos islanders more nearly resemble Malays at the Cape than those in this peninsula.

Mr. Clifford has already given a clear picture of how taese islanders live in houses
cleaned scripulously and kept-in constant order. Also how they use knives and forks,
and:sit at a table,-on which-is a white cloth, when they take their focd. In the eveuning
the family sit round in chairs, the father and elder children reading, while the wife and
daughters sew. This is one side of the domestic life. The wemen have grown to look
upon themselves as superior‘tothe men, and may be Seen walking about the villages
gossipiig with their neighbours, and altogether comporting themselves differently to
what is usial' amongst Malays. Mothers do not-show witch love for their children, and
negléct them.shamefully when they are young; neither have the clildren affection or
respect for their parents. The people are Mohammedans, but I saw no placeof worship,
and learnt that they usually content-themselves with prayers said once a year. Having
no detual propérty of their own, the islanders lack that characteristic of a Malay, love
for the lands of their fathers; nor do they seem to cherish .bonds of ‘relationship, or
those almost equally strong onés which impel Malays from the same locality or village
to make almost any sacrifice for mutual assistance or hospitality. Though mostly
educated up to a certain point, further perhaps than Yis isual among pevple of the
peninsula, they do mot give the stranger.an idep that they are equally intelligent.
Indeed; the majority appear dull and heavy, as though oppressed with the monotony
of 4 life which presents no interest beyond the-accomplishment of sufficient work for
the obtaining -of sufficient food. ,For it must. be borne in mind that the Keeling-Cocus
TIslands bear less resemblance to a. country than.to an estate wherzon all must work.

There .are no. grades amongst the people ;. all work alike, and all do the same work.
All live.in houses.of the same shape and size. Though wages are high, all must continue
to earn them, since did individuals pick and choose their time for toil, Mr. Ross could
no longer rely upon their labour, and would be obliged to import other from outside.
Thus the whole-conditions of society are different to those of any Malay country, where
there are people.of various.classes and many occupations, Thesv islanders know little
of rivalry and still 1éss of ambition, ; o .

They lock upon Mr. Ross as their protector and friend (which he certainly is),
until. they seem to. cease to think for themselves, and live on, placidly conteng that
they should have the least. possible trouble in the ordering of their lives; One picture,
and a pleasant one, may serve to itlustrate the difference between these people and
Malays.: , o

-Onytlie last night of our stay Mr. Ross entertained the captain and officers of H.M.S,
“/Eolus” at dinner.

In the evening the natives came to the house in large numbers. Their own musicians
played, and they danced native dances. The dances were reels and old Scoteh figures.
These were performed with much solemnity and grace by men and wunmen tugcther.
The latter wore nio véils, and ‘behaved exactly as luropeans would ‘do ., ‘the former
discarded their caps and' danced buvezheaded: Groups -of spectators sat about tonthe

!
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floor, nnheeding the numerous dogs which wandered about among them. Al partook of
whisky as refreshment. The scene was more English than Malay, )

It will be seen that in many important features the Keeling-Cocos islanders differ
greatly from Malays in the peninsula, and as time goes on such points of resemblance
ag they still possess will tend to disappear, even as their language, mixed as it
now is with Javanese nnd English words, is gradually becoming a speech peculiarly
their owin.

4. A few words should also bhe said about the chief figure in the islands, Mr.
George Clunies Ross. He is in every way a remarhable man, possessed of great
force of chavacter, As yet there has been no published description of one to whose
personal influence the present condition of the islands is due. It is impossible, to
consider this condition, or form any estimate of what future lies in store for these
islands, without having some kunowledge of the character of the gentleman who has so
long controlled its destinies, and towards whom all inhabitants look as to their ruler and
friend.

Though there may be various opinions as to the peculiar problems presented by some
developments caused by the higher education of the natives, without at the same time
providing them with any of the usual outlets for this expansion of their minds, there
can be no doubt concerning the motives or ability of the man who has worked single-
handed and single-minded to deal justly with,”and gradually elevate, the people
committed to his care. There have never been any police on the island. In former
days Mr. Ross lired with his life in his hand, and though disdaining to have watchmen
or guards, lest such protection should be ascribed to fear, he was himself ever on the
alert, and compelled to sleep in short snatches only. This habit remained, so that even
now, when circumstances have greatly changed, he is unable to rest for more than an
hour or two at a:time. In former days the population was largely composed of fugitives
from justice, as well as every class of bad character from the neighbouring island of
Java. ‘That Mr. Ross could control these lawless people was due to the fact that he
excelled in all their pursuits, and had never been known to show fear. Even now,
though he is approaching 60 years, no man on the islands can successfully compete with
Mr. Ross in spearing fish, sailing, shooting, boat-building, or any other test of endurance
cr skill.  Ou the death of his futher, 35 years ago, the present proprietor called together
all’ thé people and asked™if it was™ their wish that he should take charge of the
islands.  Xt-was dgreed unanimously that he should do so. From that time until now
he has lived constantly amongst them, and was once for a period of 18 yeurs without
ever using or hearing the English tongue. Mr. Ross gives this as the resson why now
he is unable to spealk it fluently. But in addressing his people in their own language he
can arrest their attention at once. It has been told me that on these occasions Mr. Ross
could; at Lis will, control their moods and move them to enthusiasm or tears. I had an
-opportunity of Learing him once address them, and certainly bis audience seemed held
by no ordinary tie of interest. Ile isin earnest in whatever he does and whatever lLe
says, and therein lies the secret of success amongst a people like those with whom he bas
to deal

Mr, Ross is the first of his family who has only had the islauds to look to, for both his
grandfather and father were independent of what they produced. Yet wages remain
unaltered, and, although Mr. Ross lives in comfort, all signs of o-tentation or luxury are
absent. His life has been one of constant adventure. On one occasion an attempt was
made to kill him while asleep. Mr. Ross awoke. and caught the would-be murderer red-
handed. Though the nan expected death, after endeavouring to bring him to a due
sense-of his crime, his captor let him go. When, again, the secret society amongst the
Javanese made another attempt to take his life Mr. Ross owed escape to a timely warning
made by this man whom he had spared. ‘

While still quite young Mr. Ross distinguished himself Ly capturing a native who
had tun amok and for many months successfully .eluded his pursuers. Tor years the
proprietor of these islands has risen at four o'clock, and even now continues to do so,
paying visits to the other islands, and personally superintending the work of the day.
Besides excelling in physical pursuits, Mr. Ress is also an architect and engineer.
The best proof of this is in his boats and the handsome two-storied house which is
in course of construction, built with bricks from England, As will have been gathered,
the subject of this sketeh leads a simple life, and shows no desire to adopt the 2dle of
chief, or puse as other than he is, the friend of his people. Tudeed, he is rather
inclined to throw down any barriers that may exist, and, while he and his brothers
marry ladies born in the islands, he- desives that they and the daughters of his family
shall wear dresses made of the same material as that supplied to the people from the store.
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Perhaps the most useful side of Mr, Ross's knowledge, for strangers, is that he knows
every rock and. channel along the Island coasts far more accurately than any of the
natives or members of hiz own family, and as others have not made this a study, he
himself expresses fear lest in the futire sueh valuable information wmay be lost. That
Mr. Ross hns had experience of seamanship is shown by the fact that some years ago
he sailod. round the world in his own schooner built at the Islands, during the whole
voyage his brother and himsell’ keeping wateh and wateh. Enough has been said
to enable some estimate to be formed of the life and character of the present proprictor
of Keeling-Cocos Islands. Though it is, perhaps, unusual to treat such a subject in
a Report of this-nature, yet, if one is needed, there will be ample excuse in the fact
that His Excellency may now find i* easier to consider such information as I can lay
before him,

5. Below will be found Tables giving the present population of the Islands. By these
it will be seen that the total number of inhabitants is 594, while in 1894 it was 579.

PoruraTion. )
June 14, 1894,

Nationality, Men. Women. Boys. Girls, Total,
Cocos-born - - - - - 107 108 . 78 99 387
Bantamese - - - - - 63 47 47 35 192

170 165 | 120 134 579
June 3v, 1896,
Cocas-born - - - - - 101 109 85 108 403
Bantamese - - - - - 64 44 52 41 191
165 - 158 187 149 094
Births.

Nationality. Men. Women;: Boys. Girls. Total.
Cocos : . - - - —_ - 27 23 50
Bantamese - - - - - -_ — 11 10 21

— —_ 38 ‘33 71

Deaths. A
Coeds = « = = - = 4 2 15 12 33
Bantamese - - - - - ) — 3 38 11
9 2 18 16 14

Marriages.

*
Cocoy = = - = = - 18. - - A 18
Bintamese = - -~ - - 5 - - - b
28 _ — — 23

# Tive of these inter-marringe—Cocos and Bantam ese..
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All births, marriages, and deaths are strictly registered,
Mr, William Ross, who kindly supplied me with these figures, assured me that the
recommendations made by Mr, Venning for more accuralely obtaining the census had

heen carefully followed,
Tliese returns are in the form given by Mr, W. Ross.

-due tp accident, several were caused by apthee.
1 also give below Mr. William Ross’slist of the arrivals and departures to and from the
Islands doring the last two years :—

~ X

;7 .
~

Amongst the deatbs none were

Arrivals.
Nationality. Men, Womer. Boys. Girls. Total,
European - - - 1 5 —_ —_ —_
Departures.
European and Cocos-born - - 2 — 2 7
Bantumese - - ... 4 3 3 1 11
7 b 3 3 18

The members of the Clunies-Ross family now at the Keeling-Cocos are—1I write from
memory only-—~Mr.: George Clunies-Ross (proprietor) ; Mrs. George Clunies-Ross; Mr.
‘Sidney Clunies-Ross; the son; and Misses Mildred, May, and Gertiude, daughters; Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Clunies-Ross and six daughters; Mrs. Edwin Clunies-Ross (widow),
two- sons and a daughter; Mr. William Clunies-Ross; Mrs. Baynton, sister of Mr.
George Clunies-Ross.

With the exception of the last-mentioned and the three daughters of Mr, George
Clunies-Ross, none of these ladies speak English.

7. The first information given to me by Mr. Ross was an account of recent severe
storms of rain which had occurred about three months before the date of our visit.
After days of incessant rain, the water in the lagoon became affected and gradually
turned to fresh, so that the vegetable growth near the shore became decomposed, fish
died in thousands, and the waters, usually perfectly clear, turned milky white and
emitted a most offensive odour. Notwithstanding the lapse of time we could then see
occasional patches of white water thick with decaying fish. Iu such numbers were
the fish destroyed that it was necessary for all other work to cease till they were
buried, lest the presence of such vast quantities of decaying matter lying exposed
on the shores might cause sickness. On some of the Islands this sanitary work
was still going on. As the principal food of the people is fish, the misfortune was no
light one.

The rains were accompanied by severe storms, and during one of these Mr. Ross’s
yawl was struck by lightning, but fortunately little harm was done. On shore everything
bore traces of the recent trouble, and especially was it noticeable in Mr. Ross’s garden,
where for days water had lain two feet deep. "The fig trees, grape-vines, and other fruits,
on the successful rearing of which the owner had taken pride, were all so ruined that
they will want considerable time and care to recover. The only trees which appeared
to have speedily revived. were the bananas, and these, loaded with fruit, presented a
strange contrast to all the signs of destruction which surrounded them. Beyond this
‘misfortune no other event of importance had recently occurred to interrupt the even
existence of the Islanders. \ :

In July, 1895, a German ship, chartered by Mr. Ross, called at the Islands, but with
this exceptiun no ship of any sort had visited them since the visit of Mr. Clifford in
1894. Mr. Ross’s yawl, however, made regular trips to Batavia about once in every three
months.

8. There is only .one export from the Islinds—copra. Since the visit of Mr. Clifford
there has only been one export, namely, 871 tons, 18 cwt., valued at 121 a ton. There
arg at this moment in store 569 tons. The annual out-put is estimated to be from 500
to:600 tons a year,,
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9. The imports do not alter, and have for several years heen almost identical in
quautity, since the numbers of the inhabitants searcely vary.

‘These imports consist of vice, flour, sugar, tea, and tobacco, the approximate annual
value being /26,000 (guilders).

No account is kept of the clothes, &e.

10. The general health of the people would compare favourably with that of any
community in the world. Occasionally, however, sickness is brought by winds from
Java. Of this Mr. Ross quoted a curious instance. One day his attention was called
to the banian tree in the court-yard. Itsleaves were dropping off, and appeared as
though scalded. A few moments afterwards the pigeons, whose cots were close by, seemed
also strangely affected. Their droppivgs were constant and of a watery nature, till
finally the birds died in large numbers. Then ducks, which were kept in the same
court yard, were similarly attacked and-died. A few hours later it was reported to Mr.
Ross that some of the people had dysentery, his own son amongst the number. For
three days this illness made head, and 16 deaths were recorded, when the wind chenged
and the sickness disappeared as suddenly as it had arrived. When talking with some
of the Bantamese in the village, they also told me rhat occasionally illness was brought by
the winds, and that also fever always came in skips from Java.

There have never been any cases of vencreal disease. Vaccination is regularly insisted
on, and the people have no objection: o it. ) .

All Keeling-Cocos islanders appear healthy and. strong, but I learnt from Mr. Ross
that when they leave for other countries they readily succumb fo illness. This he
attributes to the fact that in the islands it is the habit of the people to wear flannel
clothes, to protect them from the constant wet weather to which they are daily expused
-on the-sea. In other-countries they discard flannel for lighter clotking, and thus prove
more _susceptible to cold.from morning dew—to them 2 novel experience, since in the
islands there is none. In all cases of illness where infection is:feared, Mr. Ross insists
on a strict.quarantine, aud in this the people follow his orders with exact punectuality.
Mr. Ross spoke to-me at length on the subject of beri-beri, formerly such a scourge
on the islands. At present there are no cases of this disease, excepting a suspected one
in the person of the Norwegian captain of the yawl, who has recently shown some of the
usual svmptoms.

Mr. Ross, who holds many new theories concerning this malady, believes this case may
be due fo the presence of the large numbers of decaying fish killed by the late storms.
Thet Leri-beri is contagious Mr. Ross is firmly convinced, and he is able to quote
numerous cases in support of this opinion. These are so circumstantial and within Mr.
Ross’s own personal experience, that they carry conviction to the ordinary lay hearer.
‘Seeing the gravity of the issues involved, these might be worthy the-attention of those
‘whose kuowledge would enable them to judge of their scientific value. Mr. Ross acts on
the belief which he holds, and after a case of beri-beri causes-the clothes and the house
of the patient-to be burnt. It is from having taken these strict precautions that Mr.
‘Ross attributes their present immunity from the disease.

Dr. Shaud, of H.M.S. “ Folus,” placed his services at the disposal of Mr. Ross, who
was extremely-grateful for his advice and assistance. There was a case where a young
man named Arie had met with an accident while felling a tree in Christmas Island.
He bhad been brought home here, and was supposed to be suffering' from hopeless
paralysis. I visited him in company with Dr. Shand, who, after careful examination,
-expressed a belief that the injury was-not-so severe as had been imagined, and held out
hopes of recovery if the instructions he gave could be followed. I saw the sufferer éach
day afterwards. He passed the time making combs from tortoiseshell. This hopeful
‘prospect seemed to have already given him new life.

11. The work of the people has been -fully described in previous reports. There is
ample work: forall; and the wages to be earned are high. ‘the people prefer to work
only when it suits them, make enough to live on for a week or two, and then spend their
time in idleness.

- Naturally, for the due performance of what-has to-be done; Mr, Ross requires continuous
work, and when people wish,:to take such inconvenient vacation he is obliged to threaten
that it will be necessary for him 10 import labour from outside. This would, of. course,
deprive the islanders of employment when they required it. Thus is presented the
curious spécticle-of an indolent people obliged, through force of circumstances, of ‘their
own irec will, to-engage in labour which requires sustained and punctual work., There
are at present sufficient-humbers to ‘perfoini the necessary nutting. If Mr. Ross décides
to work the béche-de-mer, he will want more men, but this he hesitatés to commence
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until the fate of Christmas Island is settled. He would then obtain coolies from Java
with proper agreements, and train them at the Keeling-Cocos Islands before sending
them on to Christmas,

There are now cnly 40 Bantamese workers left on the islands. These are mostly
time-expired men, who have warried and remain from ehoice. A few are returning to
Java by the first opportunity. These men have no written agreemonts, sume working
voluntarily at the end of former terms, and others, being stracgers, recently come to sek
employment. All these men save money, and secing that, in addition to goul wages,
they receive firewood and cocoa-nuts free, together with the right to fish, it is not
surprising that théy can do so.

As stated sbove, I had various opportunities for talking with these people, and all
seemed contented and happy. ‘The only complaint aas, that they wanted more clothes.
This I bave already alluded to in my report vn Christmas Island.

The Keeling-Cocos islanders, who receive a practical education as carpenters,
blacksmiths, boat-builders, &ec , have no difficulty in earning their living when in other
countries.

This is a result which might cause such a system of education te be adupted elsewhere.

12. I might here mention that, at my request, Mr. Ross called the pesple together in
order that I might be formally introduced to them. He arranged that this should be
done on Sunday, as on that day pecple working on other islands would have returned
home. They assembled outside the office, and in the presence of Mr. Ross, Mr. Charles
Ross, and Mr. William Ross, I addressed them, and explained that I had bren sent Ly
His Excellency the Governor to inquire as to the welfare of Mr. Ross, his family, and
all the people in the islands. I informed them-that I would convey to His Excelleney
any message they might wish to send, or any complaint or request they might desire 10
make to him. If they did not care to speak now, ! t.ld them 1 would listen to what
they had to say at any time they came to me during my visit. The elders assured me
that all was well with them, and then repeated to the people that those who wished
could speak now or at some future time. There was an unanimous chorus that they
had no complaints to make, and they hoped I would so informi His Excellency. After
some further conversation, ihey dispersed, each man shaking hands and thanking me for
having come to visit them.

13. The parchment notes issued by Mr. Ross, exchangeable on demand for money in
Batavia at 2 discount of one-sixth, have been described by each official who has visited the
islands. This deduction from the earnings of the people has formed subject for much
comment. 1t has been explained that Mr. Ross required it against the risk he incurs in
bringing goods in his own boats from Batavia. This exp'anation has appeared
insufficient to each writer in turn, siuce there seemed no reason why it should apply to
the savings of the men who wish to realise them in Batavia.

It seemed to me, however, that, in the first instance also, the deduction would be
unnecessary, unless. of course, the goods sold were at cost price. I therefore took an
opportunity of speaking to Mr. Ross on the subject, and asking him whether there
was any point concerning this matter which had been omitted or whether the explanation
hitherto accepted was correct. Mr. Ross, after listening to what I had to say with a
patience which scarcely veiled tiie effect of my words, expressed some indignation that
what he termed an error should not ouly have found credence, but have been perpetuated
until the present time. The key-note of Mr. Ross’s remarks may be given in his own
words, so earnestly spoken that they carried conviction of sincerity, and remained
impressed on my memory. Mr. Ross said he would “ disdain to mauke profits™ out of
his people. He sells them goods at a cost to cover his expenses only, and relies solely
on what he can make out of the cocoa-nuts for a living. That he should be thought
capable of taking a discount from the earnings of the men or their saving- appeared to
give him real pain.

He complained that he had no means of knowing what was written about himself, or
the islands under his charge, and thus there might often arise grave misunderstandings
which he was powerless to set right.

Mr. Ross then explained to me the system of his paymenis to the men. This I wrute
down at the time and read over to him in order to be quite sure that I had grasped his
meaning. Thus, Mr. Ross informed me that there is no charge made for the risk of
bringing goods, beyond the fact that he sells at a price sufficient to cover expenses.
The deduction formerly believed to have been made for this reason is simply in
consequence of the exchange between Dutch money and that circulating in the islands.

The Dutch currency has altered a little in the last 50 years, while in the islands it has
05100, M
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never altered. In the time of Mr. Rose’s grandfather the people were paid in copper
coin, Copper coin was subsequently called in by the Dutch Government, and silver
gubstituted. This made a difference of 20 cents between the old money and the new
one hnndred and twenty (120) cents copper money making a rupee (guilder), while now
it is 100.

Mr. Ross has much mouey in circulation in Java to meet his trade expenses.

He was formerly anxious to simplify matters by altering the money standard in the
islands, and reduce it to 100 cents a rupce. The people were called together at that
time, ard again at subsequent periods, but the islanders disliking change, either could
not or would not understand what it was proposed to do, and Mr. Ross decided to let
things be and continue to adjust the exchange as before.

Mr. Venning, who devoted some paragraphs of his report to this question, described
wages in the islands as being higher than 1n the neighbouring Dutch colonies. Thus,
taking into consideration the things coolies receive free of cost, there seems little ground
for complaint.

Alr. Ross s averse to any change in the present money system, and stated that he
would consider it his duty to oppose any suggestion to introduce metallic coinage into
the islands. On this subject, Mr. Ross appears to hold strong views, and seeing-that
they are based on an experience gained during 35 years of managing the affairs of his
people, equally strong arguments would be necessary to support any propusals for
change.

T Jearnt that the present system is so carefully arranged that up till the present
moment no man has ever been robbed of one cent of his money.

It would be impossible for any one to profit by dishonest appropriation of another
man’s note, as the amount of the morey and name of the owner-are- both registered. A
coolie leaving the island brings his paper money to the office, counts it and obtains a
cheque, payable in Batavia. This cheque can only be cashed at Mr. Ross’s agents.
Thus, as Mr. Ross explained, on buard the ship a man can sleep at his ease without any
fear of losing his money. It was suggested that a man might rob him and personate
‘him, but Mr. Ross replied that.the nawmes were sent in full to the agents, who carefully
guarded against-any attempts at fraud, and besides this, the captain of the ship was an
avent, and always present to identify the people. The result is that no 'man has ever
vit been robbed or defrauded. Mr. Ross asked : “ Could this be said.after a long period
of years had the coolies lived with money in their possession,-or travelled continually to
Juva, taking with them considerable sums.in cash ™ Former reports on the island have
ascribed Mr. Ross’s aversion to the introduction of money as based on the fact that there
would not only exist temptation to steal, but, among other inevitable results, there
would have to be a Bank and an armed force to protect it, indeed the whole
circumstance of the islands would. be changed.

‘But Mr. Ross informed me that, though- -these were objections, they were not those
which he considered greatest. His chief point was that, at present, there is neither
gambling nor:immorality. Had the people money to spend, it is easy to believe this
would not always: be the case, and for this.reason alone, Mr. Ross holds-that he would be
justified in opposing the introductionn of .coined curremcy. Receutly, hearing' that
suggestions had been made for-some such scheme, Mr. Ross called the-people together
and placed the matter before them, when they unanimously decided that any change
from the present system ‘would be detrimental to their interests. The ‘population of the
TIslands is small. All the land is owned by Mr: Ross. All the people-are in his employ.
‘I'here is ahnost no communication with. the outside world, except when Mr. Ross's own
schooner-goes-to‘and from the islands to -Batavia. There is no crime and no want.
These facts should be borne in mind when reading the-above paragraphs.

14. Marriage.~Mr. Clifford related how the Malay marriage laws havebeen superseded
by English customs. More than one wife is unknown, and divorce, which is-uncominon,
depends upon: proof-of adultery. '

‘here appear to be no laws against inter-marriage, and considering the:smallnessof: the
population, this seems a serious matter. That there is now too much intermarriage has
not, I found, escaped the attention of Mr. Ross and. his brother, Mr, Charles Ross, and
the latter gentleman expressed his belief that the present generation showed some.signs
of deterioration in consequence. More Islanders marry with the Bantamese women than
was.formerly the case, but when they do so, the children of the union become Keeling-
Cocos Islanders in name, and refuse to acknowledge any relationship with their maotler’s
family-—indeed, to allude to it is by them considered an insult. I'o any one accustomed
to live amongst Mohammedans it is strange. to notice how the women appear .to have

»»»»»

obtained an ascendancy over the men, If I recollect rightly, Mr, Clifford aseribed this
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to the fact that divorce was rare. Mr. Ross believes it to be in consequence of 61@
entire cessation of the custom of wife-heating, which he himself put down with a strong
pand-many years ago.  [llustrative of this position of the women, Mr. Ross informed me
that if a man's wife was disinclined 10 cook for him on any day, she would send him and
the children to the house of a ueighbour for food. Should that neighbour refuse to
peepare:their meal, she would thereby incur popular displeasure and be boycotted by all
fr several days.

There are at present many young men waiting to marry, and 1 suggested to Mr. Ross,
that it would be well if e could allow these men to go to Java or elsewhere to select
their wives. When a man marries he is given 3 acres of land, on the understanding that
he will plant it with fruit trees. There is no title given with the land, which remains
‘the property of Mr. Hoss. The house and the trees descend from father to son, if the
gon wants them, but when the father dies the son generally has another house, and,
therelore, some other member of the family, possibty a son; living with his parents, can
obtain the property. There could surely be no more graphbic description of the conditions
of-life in these islands than this—a man not caring to claim more property because he
already has enough.

15. Infant Afortality.—The high death-rate amongst infants in these Islands has
received attention in all previous reports. It has been assumed that much of this
-mortality was due to the fact that, there being no grass on the Islaads, no cows eould be
kept, and thus no milk was available as food for infants. Also, that children are never
weaned till a considerable perivd beyound that which is usual amongst other peoples.

The first of these reasons is based on a misconc.ption, since, as will appear presently,
there is grass and there have been cows on the Islands, but the latter is a very probable
cause of ultimate weakness and death.

Indeed, Mr. Ross informed me that children, old enough to go out spearing fish with
him, return home and expect nourishrnent from their mothers. He added that women
have ro regular hours for feeding their children, but even sleep at night with them at
their breast. Also mothers do not cease to give nourishment to their children when they
are enceinte. :

But though the above may, in some measure, explain this mortality amongst the
young, Mr. Ress considers that many deaths are due to neglect, and perhaps even more
than neglect, since healthy children sometimes die suddenly in one night without
any apparent cause.

Mr. Ross hes never obtained sufficient evidence tc take action regarding these
suspicions, but is convinced in his own mind that there exists a deplorable want of care
for children amongst the islanders. This he believes to be one of the evil results of
education. The children learn to be too independent of their parents, and cast them off
-at‘thé age-of 12, never recognising that they can have-any claim on them, or that they
should,. in “their turn, render care or service to father and mother. Thus, where
parental afféction is small, there exists little inducement for people to bring up
-children. : :

- ‘However; though ‘infant mortality is high, there is no fear lest the race should die
out, since, to a visitor to the Islands, the population appears to boast a remarkably large
proportion of children.-

16. Animals, ~The grass seeds formerly sent to Mr. Ross for planting, in order that
cows might be kept on the islands, have been reserved for Christmas Island in case it is
decided not to cultivate coffee there.

. All the Keeling-Cocos have a fair amount of feed for cattle, and formerly Mr. Ross
had. cows, but as these often fell victims to the spite of Bantamese coolies, it was
too expensive to replace them. At one time also Mr. Ross possessed some hundreds
of sheep, which did extremely well and increased.. In order to improve the breed
rams were imported from Australia. Through these, sheep rot was introduced; and
large numbers died. Those sheep which remained were so frequently destroyed by
the natives, or, meeting with suspicious accidents, had to be killed, that at last Mr. Ross
idivided them amongst the people who should look after them, and, when required,
‘themselves sell them for food. But this generous arrangement led to troubles. The
sheej wandered about amongst the houses of neighbours, annoying by such trespass, and
occ}z:sionally doing damage. Quarrels ensued, and the sheep were gradually done away
Wwiths - -

- There. as, too, a herd of deer on one of the islands. These animals came to an
untimely end. Some officers from a mau-of-war when out shooting wounded a stag.
Themext day tliey hunted it with dogs, atl\x&l though this hunt was successful the rest of
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the herd took fright and dashed into the sea, probably in an attempt to reach one of the
neighbouring islands, But all of them were devoured by sharks,

Undeterred by the results of former experiments, Mr. Ross has lately introduced some
goats.

17. Rats.—The great curse of the islands is rats. With the exception of poison and
¢ mongoose,” almost every known method of killing these pests has been tried. M.
Ross is averse to using poison,and fears the services of “ mongoose,” le-t they, too, should
multiply and overrun the islands. Some headway is made against the rats by dogs of
the terrier tribe, bred for size and strength, since it requires a dog of some weight to
turn the heavy copra when searching for its prey. Cats were introduced in large
numbers to kill the rats, but they have become almost as great a trouble in themselves,
and the islands are full of them.

With strange perversity these cats leave the rats alone, and coufine their hunting to
the destruction of birds. Thus all the land-rail and other groun: birds decrease, as well
as the black tern, and it is feared they will soon become extinet. As most of these birds
were brought to the islands for the purpose of destroying the cocva-put beetle, that
creature is able to increase and flourish.

18. Education.— 1 availed myself of Mr. Ross’s permission to examine the school.
‘This school, conducted by Rajeli, the Keeling-Cucos Islander, educated at Raffles School,
Singapore, has been previvusly described.

At the 1ime of my visit there were 14 scholars, and this, I was told, was the average
number of attendance.

Rajeli informed me that it was difficult to induce children to come to school, for the
parents opposed it, since they preferred they should be out catching fish.

The scholars all read well and wrote from dictation. Their handwriting was generally
good. They had some knowledge of arithmetic, and had been taught the value of Dutch,
Straits, and English monies. Each child bas to bring his own slate, provided by his
parents, but there were ouly three boys who had onme. Rajeli informed me that
geography was taught, but there is no map in the school.

As this teacher devotes a considerable amount of his time as well as some of his
money to this praiseworthy voluntary work, it might be possible to present him with a
good map of the world, a globe and an atlas.

No English is taught. The school is open on Fridays, but closed on Sundays.

1 learnt from Mr. Ross that this opposition on the part of the parents to the education
of their children dues not extend to the practical teaching given in the workshops. For
such instruction, both parents and children are eager. .

19. Administration of Justice—There is no crime beyond occasional petty thefts. Of
thgse (ci:ases no record is kept. TFor such offences, when proved, a small fine is
inflicted.

In the event of a serious. crime, the procedure followed was to select a jury of elders,
with Mr. Ross as President of the Court, and also watching the interests of the prisoner.
The prisoner could object to any member of the jury. There has been no serious crime
for many years. On one occasion, a case of murder, the culprit, a Javanese, was handed
over to the Dutch authorities, and the transport of witnesses and contingent expenses of
the trial cost Mr. Ross a considerable sum of money.

Once, when two men were convicted of an attempted murder, they were sentenced to
two years’ labour within the confines of Mr. Ross’s house and office. At the latter place
they obtained their food. A line was drawn beyond which they could not go, and the
people instructed that they should cut them down if they did so. For the full time
of their sentence these men performed their work under those conditions, and at the
expiration of this term returned to their village and eventually turned out well-behaved
members of the community.

At the present time should any serious crime be committed, Mr. Ross would detain
the suspected persons until he could communicate with the authorities in Singapore.

20. General.—\ith the exception of subjects treated at length in former reports, I
believe I bave now touched on all those points on which His Excellency could desire
detailed information. The following matters, briefly mentioned, may bLe found of
interest. ’ ‘

‘There is no hospital. Sick people are treated in their own homes, and ull medicines
and medical comforts are supplied free by Mr. Ross. There is no gaol, but a lock-up
room is kept in case of emergency.

.. There is no organised police force, but a regular watch is kept at night as a safeguard
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against fire and the loss of boats. There are no shops on the islands. Mr. Ross keeps
a stock of all necessaries.

‘I'here are no Chinese in the islands. ‘The people do not like them, and those who have
visited them have not been well treated,  Natives out after dark must keep to the roads.
They are challenged on passing the guard house.

On seeing unusual lights in a house or lights tuo near a wall the night wateh on its
round would order these to be extinguished.

All people are allowed to possess and wear hnives.  Many possess pistols and guns.

There is no system of Jatrines. The sea is used for this purpose.

While drinking, it is necessary to place something over the top of the glass otherwise
flies—cantharides —may poison the cuntents. There is good fresh water, but it is
necessary to improve it by keeping iron in the wells.

1t is compulsory for all kitchens to be built sume distance away from the houses.

‘T'he pevple have no debts amongst each other. No one has ever been known to
mortgage his interest in housts or garden.

There is no gambling except amongst the Bautamese, and this unly on feast days by
special permission. )

A -day’s work consists in husking and carrying 500 nuts.

When ships call, natives have free communication with them, and no restriction is
placed upon their trading with the people on board. This trade consists in exchanging
fowls, eggs, fruit and fish for clothes.

Fowls and eggs are scarce ; fish is the only other food, and with this exception vessels
cannot rely upon obtaining supplies.

Fish is unusually plentiful and sufficient, and can always be procured with hooks and
lines or casting uvets. .

The waters are dangerous with shoals of sharks and devil-fish. The people are expert
in boat-building, and one man can build himself a good boat in about seven months,
working in his spare time only.

No restrictions are placed upon the correspundence of natives with their relations and
friends in other countries.

Mr. Ross is now building himself a lifeboat.

Mr. Ross is also building a very large two-storied house with bricks from home.

‘T here are occasionally mosquitos, and sometimes great inconvenience is caused by the
swarms of common house flies attracted by the copra.

There are no snakes or wild animals.

No opium is allowed on the islands.

Mr. Ross states that the people are ready volunteers for special duty in time of danger,
and are constitutionally brave.

Many of the people possess handsome gold ornaments. At the time of the death of
Mr. Ross’s father these were brought togetherand their united value estimated at 10,000
guilders. Some years ago the people had many old weapons and jewellery, but gradually
sold them in Batavia notwithstanding the remonstrances of Mr. Ross. Though anxious
to purchase them himself in order to keep them in the islands, his principles would not
allow him to do so, and thus these relics of the past have been separated and lost.

Mr. Ross stated that frequently large steamers could be seen passing the islands.
They came so close that it was possible to distinguish their passengers standing about on
deck. He believed these to be ships of the Orient line.

Correspondence has taken place withi the Adwiralty concerning the utility of these
islands for a coaling station. This question has the attention of the Admiral in
Australia, since the Keeling-Cocos are in the limits of his command.

None of the people are Christians, with the exception of two or three who accompanied
Mr. Ross home and were converted there. Nothing has yet been heard of the schooner
lent to the soi-disant shipwrecked Italians in 1892. The incident alluded to may
be remembered. A former report states:— An Italian barque ° Luigi Raffo’ with
cargo from Java to Antwerp arrived in a leaky condition. In a N. E. swell she drove
on the reefs. The crew of 18 men of various nationalities gave considerable trouble to
Mr. Ross, and on February 29th he sent them away tv Batavia in his schooner, the
‘F. G. C. Ross.’” Inquiries discovered that a ship called the “Luigi Raffo” was
lying at Genoa at the time, and the inference, therefore, is that the wrecked ship bore a
false name and was stolen. The schooner was built by Mr. Ross in the islands and was
classed Al at “ Lloyds.”

21. Tales—As may be understood, there were many interesting tales connected with
the islands. From these I will select the following, One day before it was quite dawn,
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Mr, Chayles Ross was standing beneath a tree on one of the islands waiting to shoot
bodby birds,’ Suddenly he was startled by learing terrible shouts and eries in the
darkness close to him. The cries were in English. ~ Straining his eyes in the divection
Whernce 'they cameé, he managed to distinguish » sailing ship, which he believed to be
English, almost on the reef. The crew had suddenly awakened to their danger, let
everything go, and just missed being carriéd on the barvier. A neurer escape could
searcely be imagined. I a moment the ship was out of sight and nothing more was
seen of lev,

Mr. Ross related how he had watched a fight between two huge sharks (the water in
the Jagoon is absolutely clear), and this is worth mention, since from Mr. Ross’s
description it disproves the belief that a shark must necessarily turn on its back to
attack. In this instance the creatures faced each other and dodged warily, while each
made fierce attempts to reach the base of his antagonist’s tail. As each parried the
attack in turn, their jaws locked and remained so for a space, until they mutually
disengaged. This fight continued for some considerable time, till at length, avoiding
the juws of his adversary, one seized the other by the vulnerable spot.at which he aimed,
killirig him instantly with one crunch of his teeth.

Not long since some natives informed Mr. Ross that there was u strange animal on
shore at one of the islands. He proceeded to the spot and found a large crocodile. It
then made its escupe, and was not shot till some time afterwards. This crocodile was a
different species to any found in the Malay Islands, aud Mr. Ross believes. it must have
been carried on some drift wood from Australia.

22. Weather and I¥Vestern Island.—Mr. Ross and his family live on one of ‘the small
islands. The great majority of the people also live there, the other islands being
practically uninbabited. The weather duricg our stay was windy and boisterous, so
that I was able to visit one other island only. This, Western Island, is some eight or
ten miles distant; and is of considerable size. Here I saw several people. These had no
compleints to make except the usual one—they wanted clothes—which being interpreted
means-materials:for finery or holiday garb.

Mr. Ross expressed surprise that Her Majesty’s ships should always select what he
considers the rough time of the year for tlieir visits. The best months, according to. his
experience, are August, September, and October. Though it was objected that in these
months-¢yclonies might be mer, Mr. Ross declared that the chances were not more than
one in every ten years.

23. Some of the old peuple still recollect the visit of H:M.S. “ Juno ” in 1857..
~ H.M.S. « Aolus,”—1It is certain that the present generation will long remember the
visit of H.M.S. “ Aolus.” This was the largest ship they had seen, and-it is probable,
from the difficulties of anchorage, that they will not be visited by such.a ship again.
During the whole of the stay of the ship, Captain Groome and his officers; did: their
utmost to show hospitality and render our stay a pleasant break in the lives of those on
the islands. The ship was open to all, and-those who.came .on board. were shown every-
thing of interest. ‘ :

On the vight. of our arrival Captain Groome gave a dinner for all the. gentlemen of the
Ross family, and on Sunday a large party came off to the ship. to church, and were
afterwurds entertained at lunch'by the captain and officers. In the morning of Monday,
some 120 men were landed with the band, and a sham fight took place on the golf links,
a.spectacle watched with evident interest by the people. In the evening Captain Groome
and the officers gave a dinner on the poop, which was decorated with flags and lit with
electric light, at which 18 members of Mr. Ross’s family were present. After dinner
some of the ship’s.compauy gave a most enjoyable concert, and the evening closed with
an impromptu-daugce. L o

During the whole of our stay, Mr. and Mrs. Ross kept open house for any who wished
to-avail themselves of their hospitality, and on the evening before we left they entertained
Captain Groome and officers at dinner in their picturesque old-fashioned house. .

. HiM.S. “ Aolus™ left the Islands on Wednesday morning, the st July, at' 11 am;,
Mi: Ross assisting to.pilot her from her anchorage. .

Before. léaving,. T wrote 'to Mr. Ross to -express my thanks for his tactful assistance,
which had rendered easy the somewhat delicate iask of prosecuting inquiries while a
guest under his roof. ‘ ‘ : _ C

I also received much information and help from Messrs. Charles, Sidney, and
William Ross. I can do no more than record here my appreciation of the welgome and
hospitality which I fouiid on the. Keeling-Cocos Islands. "™ N T
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24, Return.—Captain Groome returned to Singapore at “economical speed,” and
reached that port on July the 8th at daybreak. We had heen away exactly a month, all
too short a time, it seemed to me, fur the performance of an agreeable duty : this will be
understood by those who have had the good fortune to be the gnest of Captain Groome,
or been made welcome on board by the offieers of HLM.,S. “ olus,”

25. When in Mr. Ross’s oflice, I made a careful copy of the meteorological returns
since the visit of Mr. Clifford, two years ago. I regret to have to write that through some
accident this copy is missing, and 1 am unable to give the returns. 1 have left mention
of this till the last, in the hope that this mislaid paper might be forthcoming. Should
it be found, I will forward the returns under separate cover.

Lieutenant Nelson-Ward, R.N., has promised to tend me tracings of Christmas
Island and the Keeling-Cocos Islands taken from the Admiralty Chart. When these
arrive, I will forward them to be placed with this report. _

Meantime, for the better illustration of the text, I attach a tvacing of these latter
Islands taken from the map given in Mr. Forbes's book already mentioned.

20th July, 1896. ArTHUR KEYSER.

Enclosure 2 in No. 17.

: Botanic Gardens, Singapore,
Six, August 10, 1896.

I savE the honour to acknowlege the receipt of the specimen of Bastard Teak in
fruit and leaf and the scented wood of Christmas Island from Mr. Keyser.

The Bastard Teak is closely allied if not identical with Berrya Ammonilla, the
Trincomalee Wood of Southern India ; the leaves, however, are much smaller. Trincomalee
Wood is considered a high class wood, and I have plenty of young plants of it here, but
it grows slowly, and the climate seems hardly to suit it.

I should be very glad to get a piece of the wood of the Bastard Teak to compare its
value with that of real Teak.

The scented wood is very interesting, both from the odour and from its curious
structure. It seems to be a good timber for house work, and shows signs of a good
figure. It would be most important to get. specimens of the fruit, flowers, and leaves of
this. timber tree, and if possible seed for cultivation.

Thanks are due to Mr. Keyser for collecting and bringing the specimens.

I have, &c.
Henry N. RipLEY,
The Honourable Director of Gardens.
The Colonial Secretary, S. S.

No. 18.
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Sir C. B. H. MITCHELL.

SIR, Downing Street, October 26, 1896.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 1st ultimo¥,
floxl'warding copies uf a report hy Mr. Arthur Keyser on the Cocos-Keeling and Christmas
slands.
I have read this report with much interest.
I have, &e.
J. CHAMBERLAIN.

# No. 17.
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