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I vilited th:ls reserve from Hamh 23rd until Harch 29th, 1969.

‘I was anemnpan:l.ea. by Mr. Trever Evens end Mr. R.D. Rcyne, Curator

af the W.A. Harbax'iw._ ¥r, J. Bannigter, Curator of Mammale at the
Wahe Busewn apd his assiatant Mr, Ken Youngson joined us from the

25th until the 29th Mareh.

We first Pravelled down the weatern side of the reserve on the
road through Marvel Looh, Cheriton's Fini and onto Mt. Holland. While
in this arez we m;iebt the two southern groups of olalms, 689 to

692 apd 693 to 05, The fomer 1s situated in countyy dominated hy

Gdulet and Boree apd the sren where the oleims are situsted doss mob
appear %o differ from the oountry immedistely surrounding it. The
latter series ere situated on sandplain country dominated by Mallee.
M of the south western part of the reserve, including this aves,
had been burned resently, Fm’hw botween 6 months and & year ago.
While in this srea we visited 413523 (Weter, &40 aﬁrss) which ia
situsted within #24049. It contalued extemsive flat grenite cutoraps
whioh harbour Amphibolurus ormstus. A well, which contained water, has
been dug adjaoont to rock and it was being visited by birds including
Zebre Finches. I feal thet the purpose of this reserve should be

ohanged to comtion of Flors and Feuna and vested in the saue hody
as 124049, am'j‘t_eo—ntaiun one of the few wetering places im the
reserve. |

wemnmtamamm teokthetraeksmthinto the
northem mt.‘..on of 124049. Before entering the roserve we passed
through an ares being eut over for ﬂrwqod for No. 7 Pumping Staticn.
'rhs. area was ﬁe,ins'cut aver very heavily f'.ad photos were talen to

 {1lustrate the possihle sffeot on 124049 should the ourrent Forest

Produots Licenses be uaed. We then progeeded to the area where most of
the olaius are pitusted. The oleims cover the major pert of &
Bupalyptus belt (matnly Gimlet and Salmon Gun) running N.W. - 3.E.
acroes the reserve. The olaims extend N.W. into what was the Southera
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Cross - Jasooletti State Forest (reverted to Crown, Dec. 1966).

 There are & few other narrow belts of Eucalyptus in the reserve but

theymmfrwandwwldmtharbowthemediveruwwboth

_plant and suimel speocies.

Zaupe

Late Swmer is the werst time of the year to collect and cbeerve
faune in the sonth-west. At the end of the suzmer many animals either
reduce their setivity to 2 minimm (in the case of mammels and some

reptiles) or oease aptivity sltogether (in the cese of amphibians amd

aone reﬁtﬂea). Meny birls which might be found in the area, particu-
lerly honéyﬁuﬁéa, would be ebsent because of the few flowers.
The following 4s & list of f;mna collected or cbserved on the
r«avservmi ' _
Mammals (1dsntified by ¥r. Jo Bemnister)
Narsupisls: Grey Kengerco (Magropus fuliginosus)
Bets:  Gowld's Wattled Bt (Chalinclobus gouldi)
© Little Brows Bt (Eptesicus pumills)
Lesser Nestiff Bat (Zedaide planigeps)
| White-striped Hastiff Bot (Fp sustrelis)
| © mawbdt, sigus of dog ead fox.
Bixds ~ 88 per attached 1ist

Reptiles (identified by Br. G.L. Storr) - as per attached list.

Plenty - 8 sttashed report by Mir. R.3, Royos.

112469 | | | ~ A.A. BURBIDGE
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Bleok~faced Cuclkoo-Shrike
Western Magple

Conmon Bronse<Wing

Raven o
Twentyeight Pexrot

Hulga Fapret

Western Rosella
Purpie-amd Lorikects
Brown Hewk

ﬁagp!.e Lark

Pipis

Red~cappad Robin
Yellow Robin

. Boobook owd

Grey Butehér-b:l.rd
White-bm Bebbler
Red=tipped Fardalote
Duskey Woed Swallew
Zebra Piech

Western Shrike-Thrush
Willy Wagtail

Grey Fantall

- Rufgus Tres=crecper

White-browed Tree~creeper
Weabll :
Yellow-plumed Honeyester
Brown Honeyeater

Bed Wattle-hird

1 disused Eallee fgil'ﬁ nest
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REPIILES RECODED FROM RESERVE 24049 BY DR. A. BURBIDGE

wﬂ.‘ﬁ(m nane)

| Gelyra variegate

Scineidse

Bgerais nitide sub. ép. nov. ?




Lake Barker Reserve

The Lake Barker Reserve is situated seventeen miles
south of Yellowdine and lies aGt¥ide the new Lake Johnston
Road. The area was suggested for reservation by the former
Government Botunist, Iir C.A. Gardner because it comprises
areas of Bucalyptus woodland and several types of sandplain
flora and is a typical example of the country occurring
along the line of contact between the South West and
Eremean Vegetation Provinces in that area. A great deal
of endemism amongst the flora has been reported from many
areas along this line of contact.

The timbered country occurs in bands through the
reserve and alternates with sandplain areas. The largest
of these timber areas occupies the central portion of the
reserve and is an extension of the State Forest south of
Mayyel Loch. The Soutﬁfﬁortion of the reserve is predominantly
sandplain or mallee vegetation on sandy soil,

In the timbered areas Salmon-gum and Gimlet are the
predominant trees with pockets of lorrel, Yorrel, lerrit
and Euc. oleosa var. glauca. The under stobey consists of
a large number of shrubs which vary from one loeality to the
next, Ilost abundent are the Centipede Bush, Current Bush,
Bitter Quandong and several species of Wattle and Grevillea.
The several species of Boree are also comnmon and in some
localities comprise the dominant vegetation. Associated
with thls area are extensive thickets of regenerating Gimlet
and lierrit as well as areas of mallee species. Prominent among
these are York gum, Euc. calycogona and Euc. cylindrocarpa.

Other species of mallee extend into the sandplain area
and occur under very different conditions. Prominent amongst
these are, Euc. leptopoda, IHuc. eremophila, Euc. annulata and
Euce burracoppinensis.

These mallees are associated with Native Pine, Sheoak

of several species, Pink Boronia, and a great variety of

Wattles, ilyrtles, and species of the Banksia family.
se/2
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The sandplain areas show a great variety of forms.

The northern areas support a typical Wodjil association, while
Tammar occurs along the western boundary. The south western
sandplain is dominated by mallee and tall Sheogk, while in
the south and south east the low treeless vegetation is
dominated by a large number of species of the Banksia family,

Perhaps the outstanding feature of the reserve is its
great variety of vegetation. Although the timber areas have
been very severely cut over for mining timber, fiWe wood
and for fence posts, the damage is not completely irreparable.
The environment at present is very much disturbed but in
time, provided there is no further interference the trees and
shrubs will more or less regain their original demsity and
character. It is important that this area of typieal gold field
forest, which is the only large area in a flora or fauna
reserve, should be preserved for posterity.

The sandplain is a very rich area and contains a diversity
of vegetation types. The species of "wildflowers" as well as
shrubs and small trees are very numerous. They consist
prineipally of members of the Banksia family, as well as many
representatives of the lyrtle and Pea flowered families. Sedges,
Rushes, Lilies and many other types are represented, and the
spring time display in these sandplain areas is as spectacular
as in other similar areas.

The mineral claims at present under consideration are
situated in both the forest and sandplain areas. The greatest
and most valuable part of the forest area of the Reserve occurs
in the central portion as a continuation of the State Forest.
It is this area on which the claims have been sur?eyed and
something like 50% of the area has been pegzed out; The pegging
continues into Forest outside the reserve boundary, and a very
large area is involved here. It seems unnecessary to destroy
a part of such a valuable portion of the reserve when extensive
areas of similar country are available outside.

Claims are also pegged in sandplain areas in the south

«o/3
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western portion of the Reserve. If these claims are %o
be developed, they must presumably be worked by open-cut
methods, and the effect of this on the vegetation will be
catastrophice. The open cut and the dumps of spoil will
completely destroy large areas of vegetation.

While vegetation can eventually recover to a large
extent when disturbed by timber cutting, there is little
progpect of a recovery following mining operations. A
certain amount of regeneration will occur amongst the hardier
types of trees and shrubs, but it is inevitable that the
native plants will largely be replaced by aiien weeds. No
amount of finance could economically restore the countryside

after mining has ceased.



Native mammals of Lake Barker Reserve

Definitely recorded

Marsupials:

Placentals:

Possibly to

Grey kangaroo

Little flat bat

White striped mastiff bat
Gould's wattled bat
Little brown bat

be found there

Marsupials:

*¥*
¥*
¥*
*
*

Placentals:

Brush tailed wambenger

Fat tailed marsupial
mouse

Common marsupial mouse

Native cat

Hopping marsupial mouse

Brush tailed possum

Pygmy possum

Macropus fuliginosus

Tadarida planiceps
Tadarida australis
CHlinolobus gouldi
Eptesicus pumilus

Phascogale tapoa-tafa

Sminthopsis crassicaudata
Sminthopsis marina
Dasyurus geoffroyi
Antechinomys spenceri
Trichosurus vulpecula
Cercartetus concinnus

Rabbit eared bandicootef‘“(?algytEJﬂmqﬂ%.%@ﬂ%

Brush tailed rat kangaroo
(Woylie)

Lesueur's rat kangaroo
(Boodie)

Browvn hare wallaby

Banded hare wallaby

Nail tailed wallaby

Dingo

Hopping mouse

Ashy grey mouse
Lesser long eared bat

Bettongia penicillata

Bettongia lesueur
Lagorchestes hirsutus
Lagostrophus fasciatus
Onychogalea lunata

Canis familiaris
Notomys mitchelli
Pseudomys albocinereus
Nyectophilus geoffroyi

% Bxtremely rave if not extinct elsewvhere on the mainland,
¥% Rare elsewhere on the mainland.

8 May 1969



PATKER LAKE,RESERVE (wo. eueh9)
. 149 ci'-f;"‘k

' This reserve is eigua ed to the aouth‘eaat of‘Southern
Cross, and compriaes over eggieee acree, Ite northern boundary
is 1u miles to the south of the Kalgoorlis Railway Line between
Yellowdine and Koorarawalyee, and it extends southwards to within

'8 miles of Mt, Hollamd., It was established in 1954 as a Class C
Reseive for the preservation of Flors arnd Pduna,

It is of great significance as s flora reserve since it
is within the line of overlap of the floristic elements of the
South Western and Eremean Flora Provinees. This mingling of two
flora types has enabled a greater development of local species
‘than is usual, This together with the natural activity of selection
‘_within the existing flors has produced g number of - epec1es which are
known only frem this area, Prominent amongst these are the mallee
' Eucalyptus steedmanii C.h. Gardn., the Native Pomegranate,
Balauation Eulgherrimum Heek., - Banksia audax C.A. Gardn.,. and

i - ) a recently discovered unnamed apeciee of Verticordia or Featherflower
ﬁ ' ‘ ; The area consists principaily of eclerophylloua weodland

developed on eoila derived from metamorphosed basic rocke,
C acid recks and eome metaaedimente,'all of Precambrian age. In
_i- - addition there is a development of sandplain in certain sectione.

g ) . Thia large ares is ideal for the creation of & Class A
Reserve for the protection of these locally endemic apeciee and
for the preservation ef an areas of goldfields flora which is
being deetroyed B0 rap dl = DY timber«cutting and total clearing

. for agriculture. ' o -

‘ The area containe a number of 1ntereeting birds 1nc1uding
' honey eaters, ﬂwdlee fowl, white faces and thorn bills, The
reptile fauna is also of intereet and includes the unigue Moloch
lizard or mountain devil. The mammals of the area are also of
interest as they include overlapping repreeentativee of both inland
a-d southern apeciee. '

' Due ‘to its low average rainfall’ {10-11 inches per annum),
| the aree cannot be regarded as safe agriculturally and if cleared
and inadequately cultivated, could,breed large numbers Of grass-
hoppers.

' (8gd) R. D. Royce
Fo o ~ OPFICER IN CHARGE
R o B BOTANY BRANCE

{8gd) C,P.H. Jenkins,
 GHIEF
DIVISION OF BILOGICAL SERVICES




