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Figure 2.2. Synaphea spinulosa in flower. (Height approx. 40 cm).

2.2 Study Sites

The quartz-loving Synaphea (S. quartzitica) is a sub-shrub present on Noondine
(Coomberdale) Chert hills in the Moora-Watheroo area of Western Australia (Figure
2.3). The town of Moora is located 172km North of Perth, and is the administrative
centre of the local shire. It is located at the foot of the Darling Scarp, between the
Danadaragan and the Great Plateaus (McArthur 1991). The soils are alluvium
around the Moore River and its tributaries. West of the alluvium zone the landscape
is dominated by sandy surfaced soils that are either remnants of the old lateritic
surface, or the weathering products of sediments of the Dandaragan Plateau
(McArthur 1991). Moora has a temperate climate with average temperatures ranging
17.2-34.3°C in January and 6.7-17.7°C in July. The annual rainfall is 464 mm, with

a mean number of 92 rain days (Bureau of Meteorology 2000).
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