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PRELIMINARY DELINEATION OF 
CONSANGUINEOUS WETLAND SUITES BETWEEN 
WALPOLE AND FITZGERALD INLET, SOUTHERN 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 General introduction 

The need for regional wetland evaluation was first recognised in 1995. 
Community assistance was sought to develop a plan for managing natural 
resources on the south coast of Western Australia, and this became the 
South Coast Regional Land and Water Care Strategy (Southern Prospects 
Strategy) .. The- ru;ea designated is -the focus of this strategy was defined as 
the catchments of all the southerly flowing rivers between the Frankland­
Gordon River in the west, and Cape Arid in the east. The Waters & Rivers 
Commission were contributors to initial survey and classification work for 
the project. As part of the ongoing programme, Waters & Rivers 
Commission contracted V & C Semeniuk Research Group to extend and 
refine some of the preliminary wetland investigation, so that it would 
include classification of wetlands into suites, using a technique similar to · 
the one applied to the area between Augusta and Walpole (VCSRG 1997), 
where wetlands had been mapped and described at a site-specific level and 
into Consanguineous Suites at a regional level. 

The_ origrnal - area for this current project �as subdivided into two parts, 
loosely annotated the "Albany Region" and the "Esperance Region," in 
order to facilitate the considerable task. The subject of this report is the 
"Albany Region". 

1.2 Location 

The area under survey, in this study, encompasses the southern coastal plain 
and coastal edge of the Yilgam Plateau between Walpole and Fitzgerald . 
Inlet at the mouth of the Fitzgerald River, on the south coast of Western 
Australia. It includes the catchments of part of the Frankland River, part of 
the Pallinup, Bremer, Gairdner and Fitzgerald Rivers, and all of the 
Denmark, Hay, Kent, Kalgan Rivers. It also encompasses the Stirling 
Ranges and the Porongurup Ranges (Fig.I). The study area for this report is 
covered by the following I: 100,000 map sheets: 
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