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Abstract

Bait uptake by feral cats has indicated variability in bait consumption both on a

temporal and spatial scale. Examination of whether bait uptake is influenced by

shoft-term weather parameters and/or the time of year and if so, when bait uptake is

at its peak, will determine the optimum timing of control programs to maximise

efficiency. With the aim of improving on-track baiting efficacy of feral cats on Peron

Peninsula, a bait uptake study was conducted.

The results of this study indicated that bait uptake by feral cats displayed a high

degree of short-term variability but clearly became more frequent and consistent as

the study period progressed. Patterns in bait response as well as on-track activity

appeared to be related to a number of environmental factors. Significantly, bait

response was related to the abundance of rabbits. Bait response and track activity

were not controlled by the same environmental factors and as such there was no

clear relationship between the two. There was a significant preference for the

standard cat bait and this could be potentially enhanced by the use of visual lures.

Baiting efficacy can also be significantly affected by nontarget species consuming

baits, reducing bait availability to feral cats.

This study has provided a number of avenues to improving existing ontrack baiting

efficacy.
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