





WATER AND RIVERS COMMISSION

To plan and manage our future water supplies
the Water and Rivers Commission provides a
range of advice and seeks input from key
sectors of the community, including
developers, local councils, planning and
environment agencies, farmers and

conservationists.

We help local communities manage
their own water resources by
establishing catchment  and
waterways management groups.
These community-led groups bring
together key players to guide
and coordinate environmental
management and water resources

protection.

Through the State Salinity Action
Plan the Commission is also taking

action to improve the quality of our

water supplies, waterways and

agricultural land.

Public education is vital in protecting our
water resources. The “Ribbons of Blue”
schools and community program and general
community awareness efforts make sure this
and the next generation know about water

issues.

Natural resource
management —
a negotiating organisation

Effective natural resource management is as
fundamental to Western Australia’s future as
water is to life. Done properly, it is about
understanding what nature has given us and

working with it in a sustainable way.

To ensure better water resource management
and partnerships with the community, the
Commission has adopted negotiating
organisation principles to underpin its business
approach. ~ We continually develop our
business by using these principles to set and

achieve our goals.

By setting clear goals we work toward
achieving defined outcomes. To do this we are
responsive, flexible and assertive, but we

understand the importance of relationships.

As a facilitating organisation, our outcomes are
achieved through proactive negotiation which

balances and integrates stakeholder views.

We have established and developed links with

a range of community groups, key user and
industry bodies, and government at a local,
state and national level to better understand and

help resolve water usage issues.

Our role in Government enables us to
participate in the State’s planning and
development processes. We are able to
influence policy to ensure sustainable
development and protection for water
resources through negotiating with agencies
such as the Department of Conservation and
Land Management, Agriculture Western
Australia, Department of  Resources

Development and the Ministry for Planning.

Through our proven negotiating approach, we
are able to lead the difficult process of water

resources management in Western Australia.

Water resource protection

Natural resource management must also
involve a proactive effort to protect,

enhance and conserve watel T€SOUICES.

We believe people should be able to live in
a clean and safe environment and that the
environment’s productive capacity should
be protected and natfral ecosystems

maintained.

Protecting water resources can be achieved
in part through regulation. But this approach
rarely provides the whole solution in

environmental protection.

Good land use planning is essential and this
can only be achieved if planners are aware
of the issues and interactions in natural
resource management. General community

awareness and involvement is also essential

in this aspect of resource management.

To involve the community the Commission
provides financial, technical and
administrative support, often in partnership
with other government agencies, to
community-based catchment management
and river care projects across the State.

In Western Australia, our heavy reliance on
groundwater has led to highly developed
systems to ensure groundwater reserves are
protected from the potential impacts of
urban development and industry.

Water quality evaluation and monitoring are

key Commission activities. Monitoring
ensures water resources including wetlands,
waterways, water supplies and restored
sites maintain their water quality, while
providing a performance measure for land

management initiatives.

To reduce threats to water resources quality,
the Commission plays an integral role in
guiding planning by working closely with
State and local governments to achieve land
use plans that recognise and incorporate
water resource protection.

Environmental water
provisions -
a snapshot

To provide for
water in the
environment the
Commission
follows these steps
for surface water —
rivers, streams and

wetlands — and for

groundwater:

e identify the significant environmental
values, particularly those most sensitive
to change

e identify any social and environmental
water needs, including recreational

amenity

e work out the water regime needed to
maintain those environmental and social

values

¢ calculate how much water can be used
for public, agricultural and industrial
needs

e allow public review of the proposed
“allocations”

e review public input

e set the rules for licensing water use in the

particular river or groundwater area

based on the above












