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World Travel and Tourism
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“The Market is telling us 
that nature-based product is 

a primary attraction for 
visitors.”



“ Certain products emerging today… 
will dominate the market tomorrow, 

such as nature and ecotourism 
products, cruises, watersports and 
tourism in the polar regions, the 

deserts and the great tropical forests.”

(Secretary General, Francesco Frangialli, World Tourism Organisation, 1998)



Ecological Sustainable Development

“using, conserving and enhancing the 
community’s resources so that ecological 

processes on which life depends are 
maintained and the total quality of  life, 

now and in the future, can be increased”

(Ecologically Sustainable Development Steering Committee, 1992)





We are perfectly poised 
to capitalise on our 
natural advantage.





France 
occupies 
a land 
area  
about a 
quarter 
the size of  
Western 
Australia





We have the world’s 
oldest culture embedded 

in the world’s oldest 
landscape.









Why Bother?



King 
Canute



- Recent Mammal Extinction -
Australia leads the World

Rest of the 
World
33%

Australia
67%



Species extinctions since European settlement in 1829
(After Armstrong and Abbott, 1995)
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Total Person Visits to National Parks 
in Australia ( Millions)
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Visits to CALM Estate
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Summary of  Terrestrial Protected Areas 
in Australia 1967 - 1997
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Total Expenditure to Manage National 
Parks in Australia (Millions $)
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Integration is the answer



CALM manages 
a land area 51% 

the size of  Japan

51%





Why conservation needs 
nature-based tourism

• Nature-based tourism educates the community about 
what is worthwhile conserving 

• Nature-based tourism causes our landscapes, plants 
and animals to have a tangible value

• Nature-based tourism increases the number of  
constituencies who depend on, and hence support 
conservation

• Nature-based tourism generates funds for research 
and management

• Nature-based tourism gives impetus to private 
conservation efforts



Why nature-based tourism 
needs conservation

• If  we destroy the natural asset there is no product

• Conservation can create unique natural products

• Conservation can add value to the nature-based 
tourism experience

• Marketing



Management is the answer











Number of  Participants in Whale Shark 
Interaction Tours 1993-96
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Visitor Numbers to the
Valley of  the Giants
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Visitor Numbers to the
Valley of  the Giants
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3 square metres of  land were used to support the Tree Top Walk

The Tree-Top Walk covers an 
area of  409 m2

40m

400,000 people have visited the Tree Top Walk
since it opened in September 1996



24 months after opening the Tree Top Walk

• Tourist visitors to Walpole have doubled

• Six new accommodation outlets have opened

• A 35-room motel has been constructed

• 400,000 people have visited the Walk

• $2.5 million revenue generated





But Management 
Must Be Resourced



Lack of  resources is the 
principal cause of  

environmental degradation



Annual Recreation and Tourism
Program Revenue
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Volunteer Involvement
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Conservation Can Create 
New Products
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(Woylie, Quenda, Chuditch, Bt Possum) Along Road Transects

fox control
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- Kingston Timber Harvesting Study -
Trap Success Rates For Woylies Along Road Transects

timber harvesting post logging 
burnfox control

commenced
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Batalling - unbaited Batalling - baited

fox baiting
commenced
at Batalling

The impact of  fox control on Chuditch at Batalling forest
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Ringtail Possum and Brushtail Possum 
spotlight sightings at Leschenault Peninsula
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Batalling - unbaited Batalling - baited

The impact of  fox control on Brushtail Possum 
at Batalling forest

fox baiting
commenced
at Batalling
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Batalling - unbaited Batalling - baited

The impact of  fox control on Quenda at Batalling forest

fox baiting
commenced
at Batalling
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Tammar Wallaby Sightings 
(Tutanning Nature Reserve)

Predator control 
commenced
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1990
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Western Shield Benefits - Feral Predator Control and Rock 
Wallaby Population Responses 

- Mt Caroline -

Start Fox Control

2700% Increase 

Start fox and cat control
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Introducing the Small Twelve





Enhancing the product by 
providing knowledge and the 

opportunity to participate



CALM’s “Bush Book” series







The world’s oldest culture in 
the world’s oldest landscapes.

The untapped potential of  
indigenous cultural tourism.

















Marketing
Training
Design

Infrastructure









Dryandra 
takes to 

the airways







The 

Bibbulmun 

Track



Recognising the nature 
based products we have











Currently, there are 300 
tour operators licensed 
with CALM

Average 10.8 employees per 
business, equivalent to 7.5 

full-time employees
(Office of  National Tourism)

CALM licensed tour 
operators employ over 
3,200 employees, the 
equivalent of  2,250 full-
time employees
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In ten years time, the number of  licensed tour operators could 
grow to 1000, employing over 10 000 employees
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