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In a recent rorestry and Timber Bureau statement on 

potential pl"'oduction (2000 A. D.) vre find the :following -

:;Production from A.ustralian hardwood forests can be 

expected to increase from 308 million cu. ft. (log) in 1961/62 

to 368 million cu . f't. (log) in 2000 A. D. ; r 

Is there any valid reason for such optimism? Can we 

look a t our ha rdwood forests and honestly say we believe such an 

incre a sed figure for 2000 A.D.? 

Under present conditions in our native forests i· is there 

not reason to believe tha.t there will be a decline in Queensland 

and Victoria at least 9 with New Sou.th Wales also open to query 

and ·western Australia can hardly expect to do more than hold its 

present level. 

I belie ve tha t much more will have to be done to make 

hardwood for e sts productive enough to live up to such an estimate. 

The native forests of' .~ustralia have su f'f'ered every form 

of' abuse for some 150 years past - a story too well k.novm to need 

detailed rec apitul a tion to foreste rs. 

The story is one of' fire, indiscriminate cutting, removal 

of' pile s and pole s in 18r ge quantities wi t hout any practice of' 

thinning to pre serve a succe ssion of age clas se s, indi scriminate 

, .... cu tting of s aplings and poles for tent pole s , horse ya rds and the 
~~ ~ 

~ ~'\.. alienation of' :first cla ss forest areas for farming . The forests 

A,._ '- now rema ining contain a great quc.ntity of' ove rmature and useless 

trees and some species of' little or no commercia l value . 

There i s a tremendous n eed to remove useless SJ?ecies 1 

ove rmature and useless tree s . and to thin the nole and pile stands 
, - .I:' ---

r e sulting from natural r e generation, which :followe d early day 

cuttings. Some of' this r e gene r a tion h a s suffered severe fire 

damage , 
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At present there are insu.f'f'icient ·worthwhile industries 

available to use much of' the material involved 1 in most of' our 

native :forestso It mus t be :felled or ringbaI'ked to malrn way :for 

the better tree s, if' maximum :productivity is to be attained. 

Western .1\ustralian :forests have a l ways b een worked on 

some sort of' selection sys tern and the openings a re novv reasonably 

stocked with groups o:f immature tree s. The :first 70 years o:f cutti~g 

was an uncontrolled type o:f selection system and :poles and piles o:f . 

a durable species such a s Jarrah were cut by tens of thousands and 

exported. Treemarking was instituted in the mid-1920's and the 

indiscriminate slaughter o:f :poles 9 :piles and vigorous growing mill 

log trees was gradually brought under control during the ensu-ing 

decade. 

Today the :fore st carries uneven-aged groups requiring 

thinning and cull felling. Considerable areas need the removal o:f 

defective trees and useless s:pecies 1 to make way for regrowth. 

If we could increase current increment by only 5 en. ft. 

:per year in our Jarr•ah :forest ? it would a mount to 20 million cu. ft. 

per year 9 i. e . 50;~ of' our current cut on Sta te ov.me d forest land. 

Forestry in Australia appears to be ca rrying a hi gh over­

he ad for the actual sylvicultural worlr being done, other than in 

plantations. Yle have had to build an administrative machine to 

take c are of general administration of' the timb e r industry , reading ~ 

fire control, training aI1d research, etc . , · and "1:Yhen this is achieveq. 

we have little money to spare to improve the forest itself'. With 

existing staff, plus a rel a tively few extra foremen and lower grade 

officers, we could spend millions on labour f'or :forest improvement 

if' the money was available. At :present, there are too many Chie f's 

and not enough Indians .. 

The general public does not think highly of or1r native 

forest. It looks rough and is rough. It is h &rd to see the trees 

:for the wood. It needs the removal o:f all the competing ma terial 

which is retarding the good trees 7 v1hich we lrnow re quire more 

grm-;ing space than pines. A better looking :forest would be more 
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productive 9 lead to more public respect , and improve the public ' s 

attitude to fire in the :forest. At :present they are indif':ferent 

b e c ause they rega rd it a s just bush. On the other h a nd they 

respect the order anc1 r e gul arity o:f :pine plantations. 

"'e are committed to extensive pine monoc11..ltnres 9 but 

we c an neg lect our h a rdwood only a t our p e ril. J\ s time goes on 

and h a rdwood b e come s r e l a tively sc a rce r , its value will be enhanced. 

Hardvv0od productivity mus t a lso be increased to offset loss o:f 

:production from :forests of inse cure tenure and t he constant 

pressur•e f'or ali enation o:f are as of' permanent :forest .. This is 

:particularly important in Western .l\ustralia ·whe re country suitable 

for compensatory :planta tion development is limited by prior 

selection for agriculture " 

I believe tha t our timbe r industry is :perturbed at our 

apparent negl e ct of' h a rdvmod syl vi cultur e in favour of' :pine. 

Our h a rdwoods are relatively e a sy cmd. cheap to regenerate 

and protect. The y are self' prtming an<l c a palJl e of' producing high 

grade lmot fre e timber . '"7e admit tho.t they are not so high yieldir+g 

as pine 9 but the fact is tha t they exist ove r wide areas and their 

:product is still the b a ckbone of' /l,.ustralia n timber usage and of' 

:forestry income . We often overlook thc1t hardwood increments and 

yields usually express mill log volmne s 9 where a s pine figures refer 

to much other material of low actual value. 

Royalties are di f fic ult to increase much, to :provide 

extra :funds. The industry resists rises a nd Governme nts are loth 

to su:p:poPt :p:r•o:pos als :for increase. i'Te lmow that the industry has 

not been over :pros:permrn in recent y ears. It h a s to de a l with 

ove rmature :forests with cJ. big :p e rcentage of' low grade material 

in the trees :from which it take s its log s. These trees have to be 

got rid of' to make way for new crops. 

The p a st butchery of' our :forests h a s help e d to develop 

.Australia in many ways and it is u p to Australia a s a whole 9 and 

not just the timber industry j to :finance the rehabilitation. 
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Agriculture Depar tments a r e financ e d from Consolidat e d 

Reve nue and a grj_cul t nrc j_s s ubsidise d in many way s , both di re ctly 

and ind i re ctly , but h c)_rdwood :forestry i s s uppos e d to b e self­

supporting from royal tie s . H,:i.d the fore st b een turne d ove r to us 

in the condition it wa s in s ay 1850, this mi ght h a.v e b een possible , 

Fore stry control from there on would h a ve saved us millions of 

pounds a nd mru1y millions o :f tree s . The orig inal a r ea of the Jarrah 

forests was sta ted to b e si x teen million a cre s. Jt is now little 

more t han six million. It is no u se cr;ying ove r sp ilt milk - it 

is for us to p oint the roa d b a clc 

I comme nd t he c a reful stu dy of a pape r pre s ented to the 

Eighth ·Briti sh Commorn,veal th Fore stry Confe r e nce j 1962 (Kenya) by 

Pro:fe ssor Ivla1"k .An de rson entitle d - 11 Porestry and La nd Us e Policy 

in Scotland;, . He sums up a s follows 

nThe ma in t heme o:f t his a r t icle is the p l ea tha t it is 
r easonable tha t the industry of fore stry shou ld re ce ive b a ck 
f1"om the common pool of capita l and r e source s 9 b uilt up to 
such a grea t ext ent n t the expens e of Scotland's forme r 
fore st capita l 9 sufficie nt means to :fina nce the restora tion 
o:f a great p a rt , a t l ea.st ; of the forme r fore st 1 or its 
equiva l ent 9 without being expe cted to gu a rante e a ny inte r e st 
or :f i nancia l r e turn in t he ordina ry V;".::ty , from the r e source s 
so e mploye d . It i s claime d th2t the a im of affore sta tion 
proje cts is not mere l y to 11 mal-ce money1

; for some unde cla r e d 
purpos e 9 but s i mply to cr•ea t e or Pathe r ::ee -cre ate in most 
c a s e s , :fully-gr a ded :fore sts by a legitima t e r a iding of the 
existing industri a l r e source s 9 a pra ctice not unknovm in 
the world of big busine s s. a 

I b e lie v e we s h ould s eek more :ftmds f or t he r e habili t a tiqp 

of h a rdwood :fore sts as ·we ll a s e stablish ment of pine. 

Such e xpenditure s would h ave a de centrali s ing e f fe ct 

a nd b e a n e ncouragement to the h a rdwood s a wmilling industry con­

c e rning its future. Y1i t hout conf idence in the future supp ly o:f 

log s we c :'.lllnot expect the timbe r indus try to inve st in b e tte r a nd 

more e ffici ent p l a nts. 

'Ne a lso n e e d e mp loyment f or the sons o :f our pre sent 

e mployees to s top the drift to the citie s . Once we los e the 

rural :fores t l abour forc e , we will not ge t it b a clc 

If labou r i s s c a rce for s uch a n exp ansion of' worlr , 

immigra tion 9 e s pe ci a lly of' Ita lians ~ should b e e ncourage d with 
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suitable housing and :facilities provided in the country. 

The nature of' the problem in Western Australia is 

indicated by the :following statistics f'rom our preliminary 

inventory (1960) -

Estimate of Unmarketable Timber 

1. .Area o:f 3tate Forest and Timber Reserves f'rom 
Preliminary Inventory ·---· 

Total Area: 4,625 9 000 acres ( 100%) 

Areas with less than 
363 : 400 n (8%) 40% stocking: 

Treeless Scrub and Plats: 707~800 i? ( 15%) 

2. Area Covered by Useless or Decadent 'rrees 

(Estimated by proportion of' volume) 1,600,000 acres 

3. Volume o:f Useless Trees 

(Prom the preliminary fore st inventory=- 1960) 

2 9 650 million cu.ft. (53,000,000 lds.) 

This volume amounts to L~1. 5% of the gross standing volume of 

6,350 million cu. ft. (127~000 9 000 lds. ). The volume of 

useless trees is made up of -

Unmarketable ,Jar rah 1,150 million cu.ft. (23,000,000 lds.) and Karri 

'I'otal Marri 1,450 n i1 ( 2 9 ;. 000 9 000 11 ) 

Wandoo sui t:-:1.ble only " H ( 1 9 000 5 000 H ), for Tannin extraction 50 

Would not some thing similEr apply in other States? 

'I'"i.1.e cost of' maldng our hardwood forests :fully productive , 

in a reasonable period is, in my opinion, beyond the capacities of' 

the States and needs Commonwe al th f'in2,ncial assistance a s part of 

a National Forest Policy. 'rhe t a sk mo.y have to be spread over 20 

to 30 years, selecting the best site qua lities f'iI'st, but forestry 

will in time be dj_scredi ted if' the rehabilitation o:f native forests 

is not more vigorously pursned. 
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