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Until less than a century a6o, the inland vegetation 
of this State was unique in that it had never felt the impact 
of extensive grazing - .,\ustrs.lia had no aboriginal pastoral 
people. While we can examine and record the changes which are 
taking place 9 something approaching the final picture, which

under present methods of exploitation must eventuate 9 is to be 
found in other :�arts of ths world.. I will, therefore 9 quote 
from a report bearing on this pr'oblem pr·epared by J. T-Jessines 
at the F.A.O. Technical Meeting on Forest Grazing held at Rome 
in 1954. 

He states, inter alia, 

11 An obvious feature of the arid and semi-arid zones 
is the fragile nature .of the forest. True, trees 
adapt themselves to dry climates, exqept desert or 
pre--desert climate, and where the vegetation has been 
left alone 9 large tracts of J)resently denuded and 
erosj_on-ridden land could be under forest cover. But· 
for thousands of y:::ars man and his animals have been 
destroying the natural forest. ThG inhabitants of the 
arid regions have always been, and still ai�e 

9 predom-; 
inatly pasto�al, and by clear-cutting and overgrazing, 
they have caused the forest stands to shrink o:;:, c orn­
pletely disappear.:: 

and 

: 11,i'dthout _going into all the causes� we may say that 
intensive forest grazing inevitably removes the under­
gr•owth, and in arid rogions constitutes a permanent 
threat of rL:lu.ti vcly rapid stand annihilation. 11 

In referring to arid area forests� Messincs obviously. 
ref'Grs to a vegetation of the type which covers or has covered · 
sections of inland Australia. 

An observer at tbis symposium might well ask where 
d.oos a forester come into this picture. The vegetation of the 
non agricultural sections of the a1°id and serni--arid areas of the 
world is normally evaluated from the point of' view of its grazing 
or browsing valuC; 9 this vcgctstion bcin:::; too scattered in dist-; 
tribution and low in value to be economically harvested by means 
other than tho mouths of grazing animals. Comri1ercial forestry 
on the other hand. is normally restricted. to those areas receiving 
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