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JOURNAL

5th October, 1836. - At 2.55 p.m, took leave of Mr Blard
at a good ford over the Avon, in three feet of water about
100 yards below his house, and struck SE b.E4YE which for Y%
a mile took us alonz the road to Mr Hardy's fecrm., Land
grassy, mixced with gach pink everlasting flowers, Soil,
brown loam, in places Jight, producing jam and wattles,
some good grass &c. _

3.40 p.m. In 2% miles crossed o sinllow witercourse
with grassy bed dipping to Avon on right: country undualating
more grassy,

3.50 Y mile further crossed a stream bed, rocky,
water in niiny trap pools: dipping WYY, girussy banks, strong
brown loam.

4.5 % mile: Mt, Bakewell N 319 E, - 5-6 miles,
Entering forest of white~-aurn: less urass,

4.30 1 mile: crossed two small dry waterbeds: in
Jater, grass land, good brown loam - wondo wooruck &, Undulating.
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Ot spat o o Lhe BET an wacseie hilloof moderate clevation
(7Juncuion Poak) 11 ot 12 miles to N 1495, Good red Yoam:
;:.-_'-n\-'uj i places, \\‘uu:‘u‘;‘, wordo tworta,

5.20 = Y% mile came on wiite-gum forest land sloping
Lo southn o in loig gwentle de=cent rforuing a wide valley -
G0xl sutely and gravelly, some grass, Country then improves,
moce opta and grassy, gently undulat ing: timber and water,
Wando grass Lrees a rew, York nut and wattles,

5.45 - In one mile over forest land tolerably grassy,
came to the River Muckice, in long pools 3 to 5 yards wide,
salt, and lined with casuarina and tea tree. The bed was
also filled with patches of samphire. Tracing it up for one-
third milein an easterly dircection we came to some small
rresh pools, and halted for the night. The feed very
scanty and best in the river bed which comprised a width
of 16 or 20 yards in places in which were several pools.

Made this duy about 5 miles SE b.E % E

Sumnit "a" of° a wooded ridge N 59E, 3 miles
Skrd,

Oct., 6. = Maving marked a base line trec<3>we proceeded
on our journcy at 7.15 a.m. : crosscd to left bank of Mackic
and stecred SE b.E 5 E. In one third mile entered opcen
forest level land of chiefly wondo with some wooruk growing
in small graceful clumps. Soil, light brown loam,

7.45 —* Came again on bhetter land in which York gum
was growing among better grass, and in a few yards came
azain on the Mackic in pools, quaite fresh, trending to the
north. Crossed to the right bank, timber small 1mides
from bivouac - river 100 to 50 yards on right,

8.00 a.m., - Travelling alonzx bank of long pool,
salt, 12 to 15 yards witle, Hall a wile ;- ducks, Crosscd
to left bank, river coming from NE b.E, Soon light, sandy,
prown loam, better at 100 yards, Eoter white-gum forest
again & for 1Y mile castward in it till 8.25 a.m. where
cmerged unon more grass land, York gum, jam, and some
mallart,

8.35 Nalf a mile, Sumuit "a" N % E, 3 miles, Crossed
a deep grassy bed dipping north to the Muckice., Country
nearly léavel : some grass, woando, wooruk, tworta, mungiet
&c. Brown loamy €oil varying in character, In Y% mile came

to and crossed a streamlet dipping to SE and ESE in a

74



considerable ol Ten, with drassy [lats on each side to
150 yards, Water o i peardy salt and in lapge

poals Tranged wivy casuarvina-on ot.cr side land good and
grassy — brown loawm — wattles, nut, &,

g, a.m, - InY mi]é further halted on left (right)
bank of stream just below the junction of a swall dry
tributary frow left, Took sights (oo chronowmeters,

Longitude 1°1' 18" E, from Perth,

9.35 - Resumed. Ascended .?7. . slopc to examine
it. Traversed good grassy loam, mixed as usual with nach
yellow flowers. Elevated plain, jam, nut &c.

10.5. = 1Y% miles, Saw an elevated woody tract 17
miles to N 159 E, and onc with double sumait 14 miles N 175E.

% mile rurther a dry grassy tributary from cast,

10.25 - Hallf a mile beyond. Summit "a" 5 or 6 miles
to N 336° 20' E. Scrubby forest land.

10.48 - 1In % mile entcred good grassy land, best seen
since leaving the Avon, ‘Twoorta, mayall, &c,

11.8 - On top of a high ridge, grassy, red brown
loam. 3/4 miles since 10,48, :-

Mt. Bakewell 15 orr 16 miles (Mackie?) N 315% E.

Summit "a" 6 or 7 miles 318%

A hill 5 or 6 miles o 1944

Distant view of the country in advance, but nothing
remarkable appeared,

11.25 - Granite cropping out (specimen)., Descended a
gradual slope, and at 11,35 in 1% miles from 11.8 halted at
bottom of it where a small watercourse, with pools in it,
was winding to the SE through a tolerably grassy valley.

This grass was not of the best quality, and was growing
amongzst jam and nut trees,

Ohs, the Latitude , ., . 31° 57' 27" S,

Longitude ., , 1° 10' 30" E., from Perth

by Chronomecter,

Near our halling place three native huts, scmi-circular,
thatched with grass-tree tops: occupied two or three nights
ago, ' _

Marked a white gum Q and at 2.45 resumed our journey.

(2 miles), While in the act of doing so Mr Moore's gun nearly
did mischief by going off while lying on the ground, and the

- shot passingiamnng horses and men.

In ) of a mile came to the Mackie 5 yards wide, salt. Crossed
to left bank: coming lrom eastward: light soil,.
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5,30 =~ Liv 1Y sadben venne oon dert bank (at oan etbow) L0 o
tributary coming ivan koodey ol grassy utlu Lot it denad: taw ain
e . N ot o ude boyond cnterca upon opeir plain coversd vath
scrub and a spycions ol grass Lreoe dirrerent from usual sortr G
inner =ectiun of their more slender leaves being off yellous ochiroe
and ends tipped with same coleur, This continucd ror 2 wiles
till 4.30 p.m, when country dipped E, but was still very poor,
Lef'v a grascy valley on our right trending fram 5. after crassin,
it in its progress from W: tributary to the Mackie,

4,50 = After a Jong descent came upon same valley as lust
crossed, dipping apparently to the N, with a watercourse in it
containing pools of water, good, % of a mile sincc 4,20,
Consider this isstill the Mackic,: Here we halted for the night
among tolerable grass, having accomplished this day and 144 mile:
SE by E Y% E,

Oct. 7 - At 7.10 a,m, procceded on our,journcy after markii
a white gum off the left bank of the strecam 2, Steered ESE: in 3¢
yards crossed a tributary from the NE: dry and grassy: main brauc
coming from the South. Immediately above, its banks possea thro
a narrow vein of bare forest land of York gum and mallart amongsi
which was a thick undcrgrowth - made then a long ascent,

8.10 - At 2! miles from the bivouac: from top of a long
scrubby ascent arrived on a ridge lying N and S, and saw a
detached hill, round, 24 miles N 99 E "C", A peaked summit of o
range 20 miles (wooded) N 105% E "b". Descended ESEY and E by
S%S for 1 mile: the latter over an open sandy plain covered with
low scrub, 200 yards wide, Between them (at 8.42) an open
forest of wondo, wooruk -and casuarina with grass treces and scrub
Country undulating - Kangaroos large, Stcered E b, sks.

9.5 - Arrived on rocky ironstone summit of next ridge %
mile in advance lying N-S: and entered a clump of trees at west
end of a flat-topped hill N 13° 10" I 3% miles dist. Scrubby,
poos, forext land, wondo, wooruk. casuarina and jam,

9,45 - 1In 1% miles over poor forest land, came to and
crossed a dry watercourse with shall grassy bed 4 ov 5 yoard:s wide
winding to the south through undulating country.

10.10 - In one¢ mile more Lhrough very poor forest, came to
op2n scrubby plaiu.

10.30 - Arrived on opposite side of plain in % mile,

Plain exlending ﬁ miles NNW, and in SE direction heyond-our
view of 2 milces, Immcdiately on the margin numerous old huts,
simply cpnstructed of branches placed against prostrate trees,
~and thatched with bark from the adjoining wooruk trees, i
Grass now began to show itself, and the pink everlasting
flover gave hopes of water, In this und the screaming
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of white cockatows we were nout deceived, and in 5 minutes

(about Y omile)cane on a 5L1151n|l;u(l_6 vards wide with a shallow

grassy bed dipping to the southward, Pools of good fresh water

-

being in the bed and the land passed over since bivouac \é’ having
been of a very bad ﬂ(.-:scl‘ipt,_i_on — destitute both of water and
grass - we search for the best place for our horses and halted
at 11 o'clock for the heat of the day and to dine, - marked a
wooruk ¢ (8 miles E b, S % S.)

At 1.49 p.m, resumed our journey E L, S % S,

2,5 — Came to an open scrubby sandy plain 3 miles long,

Hill "p" 12 miles N 103° 30' E
Hill "o¥ 14 miles N 95° 00 E

sloping to E - 150 yards wide, since dinner 1 miie

2,30 - Crossed a small stream bed winding to northward
from a rocky ridge % mile to the south. Country nearly level
sloping gradually. Poor stiff clay with stunted timber of
wooruk, wondo, mallart, &c: abominable thick scrub. 1 mile since
2.05

2,55 - Came upon a vein of forest land, nearly level, and
timbered mostly with a variety of scrub called by the natives
gnarderuk, having a tall straight stem twisted, or fluted, and
of a dark sepia colour,. Their tops are formed like the wooruk,
and, like them also, their leaves glisten as if wet. 1 mile since
2.30, Brushwood, claycy loam soil hardenjed by the sun: country
very poor, without grass, A few York gums and somc grass-trecs
for 300 yards wihen the land was again bare of any covering
except stunted wondo and casuarina, In % mile from the last

vein another declined about a % mile broad, beyond which a
dry waterbed was crossced in its passage apparently to the south,

A band of,thick, tolerably good grass, was on its castern side,
at which we allowed our horses a crop of 5 minutes, and

procceded onwards at 3.40, 1) miles since 2.55.
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6.

4.50 = 1n 2 b ben o coees oul oonoaoopen plaing-
LR ™" s s ¢ 5 @ e ow e & u N IO E,
4,50 — I 7 wible came to west mgrgin of a shoal salt lake

‘1 mile ANE=SSW, sl ', ol w wile wide @ the snndy'c]ny hed covered
with low somphice and other salt plants @ shores low and sandy,
Crossed its northern side to the NE in %5 mile, and then steerad
ISE amonyz spearwood touygih scrub in the hope of intercepting any
stream which might fall into the lake from the hills to the
eastward, In o rcw minutes we came on another lake, nearly

dry, but containing omong some brushwood a quantity ol good

water deposited by the last rain, At this welcome pool we
watered, and filled empty vessels, after which we proceeded

E Db, S% S towards hill "b" : we encountered a chain of similar
shoal lakes to Lhat we lirst cnmelupon, with the exception that
they arc smaller and contain some fresh instead of salt water, The
shores not having a blade of grass upon them, we made for the
higher land to the south, and after % mile among the lakes, just
as the sun was disappearing and after % mile, halted on the margin
of a lake almost,dry, where very coarse grass in distant tufts

was the only feecd to be had for our famished horses, Marked a

.

small mallart trce ;

in contrast to that we have passed over previous to coming to the

A very cxtensive open down(rather elevated

first lakc) skirts the north side of the lake range for scveral

miles -

8th Oct, - Early in the morning a dense fog hung over the lakes,
At 7 o'clock we procecded E b, S % S through a dense thicket of
young saplings of the gnarderuk and mallart, growing in a ncarly
lc§el land of light reddish soil, % mile to 7.25 : a belt of
mallart alone then for 300 yards, and then wondo of small growth in
Ssame soil and level country @ water Jodges in places, After
passing Lhrough another helt of gnarderuk branching out immediateiy
they leave the ground. At 7.45 came to open plain in % mile,
extending southward beyond valley a mile & W % a mile, % mile since

?-45.
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7.53. =  Frow scrabby ecidze in the plain, a hill "p™ 2
miles to BN os: hatl "a" miles N 57 E.

8.2. - Re—-enterad Férost of wondo and gnarderuk plain 3
mile wide -4, At 8,10 crossed head of a dry watercourse in
a level so0il ond dipping Wd, at 8,30 in 2 miles came to a watercourse
winding its way westward from the hills: some pools of good water
in it and the country improves: jam, wooruk, mallart, wondo, and
some grass,

Hill "b" % mile distant,

8.45. = llaving crossed over a narrow ridge of quartz and
granite, halted in a small valley at base of hill"b" and let the
horscs feed on some tolerable but scanty grass while I ascended
the hill with Mr Moore and Smythe. On the summit observed the sun's

alt., for Longitude by Chronometers and sextant., (Baring Peak)

Hill "c¢" ( Althorpe Peak) 3% miles N 72°30' E
County Peak 12 - 14 miles 252 40
Flat hill on samec range ‘ 15 miles 256 50
Small peak on samc range 14 " 253 40
A flat topped hill before set 15 - 16 ' 319 30
S, end of large Down at N. side
of salt lake ; 1 285 30
Mt. Caroline 16 or 18 miles 24 45
High, and morc level summit 20 21 40
A flat top hill, long summit, centre 16 - 17 340 20
High, pcakced summit of wooded range 25 220 45
Summit of a long range of high
distant Jland 20 233 30
A wooded flat topped hill 16 . 257 20

To the southward the country appeared still to be elevated, but
. the nearcst wooded ridge 2 to 3 miles distant intercepted all view
"in that direction, cxcept of some wooded land of still greater

elevation which could occasionally be scen overtopping the
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NGl Lieues, bre ald wrte 1 directtons extensive open downs ot
pliins, vithoue o wrce, weie nugimecoasly interspersed ahongs|
wooded lunds o ettty o the character we had passcd over
yesterday and to=slay bt ol greater dimension, and extending
to the north wnd south as ar as we could discern,

Our elevation appears Lo be about 200 feet above the lakes
near which we last night siaept,

Hill "p'" is a mass of quartz, split into small stones
and fragments by exposure to the weather, with some of the
largest, as big as a man's head. We constructed a heap round
-a log of wood 5 feet high, and near it marked a tree '<> and
épira}ly round its stem.

The horses having been conducted to the best part of the
valley in which we lef't them where pools of water were in the oed
of the water-course alrecady mentioned, we descended north %
mile to join them and at noon I observed the lﬁtitude to be 32°
5| 32"'

Stream bed at our halting place comes from SE and trends
to westward: its commencement about ¥ mile to the SE.and its
valley ncarly ) mile broad: soil light brown here, Marked a
tree <>

2,30 - Resumed E b. N % N, First % mile over grassy land,
York guns, 2 kiunds York nut, jam trecs, then open plain, sandy
country grass and scrub, having hill "d" about one third mile on
left, Native fircs smoked up twice Ed, 5} L e,

3.30 - Entered close wood of York gum, wooruk, wattle
and scrub at 2 miles from dinner : soil, hard clay covered with
coarsc sand, P]uins with numerous kangaroo, and extending to
northward, Ascended rocky scrubby hillside, with patches of
d QOnd red soil and in two-thirds of a mile forced our way to the .
. summit or‘anﬁlntcrvening rocky ridge, 100 yards beyond which,
up ﬁ steep ascent. of granite rocks we reached the western of th‘
granite peaks hca}ing from cach other N 78 E. and S 78 W one-Tifth

of a mile apart,
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The appeetance vl the countesy belng very unpironising,
and oatensive open plains or downs occcupying the pitincipal
part of the suriace, c=pecially in the direction oi' my
intended rouic ﬁﬂ S, we descended at 4.40 to scarch rror the
most s=suitable place [\n‘;nrcamping our norses for the night, Marked

Jjum tree nealt the sunsit A

Proceeding ENE along the southern side of the rocky
peaks, their slope was obscrved to be tolerably well Curnished
with grass, and the rich red soil at their base produced also
jam and nut tirces, small casuarina and other trees of small
girowth, Large bare sheets of granite rock frequently occurred,
and by following down a small water channel which the rains
had grooved in the ground at the castern base of Hill "c¢" a
pool of good fresh water was found % a mile eastward of it
amongst good grass ,,. and we bivouacked for the night,
Numerous footsteps o the Natives had becen noticed while
traversing these granite peaks, and by their fires we concluded
they were at no great distance, NMarked a casuarina tree<§
situate in a beautiful clump of wattles in full yellow f{lower,
anongst which we rested for the night,

Oct 9, =~ At 7.25 having breakfasted and filled about
2 gallons of water we resumed our journey, proceceding E % S
to pass over the dreary and uninviting country secn yesterday
from hill "c¢",

Ascending the sloping side of our little valley we soon
got beyond the limits of grass, and entered a thick scrubby
forest of wooruk, gnarderuk, &c for % mile, after which we
traversed an open sundy plain covered with low scrub, E %

S and East until 8.55 when we arrived on the wooded crest
of one of the rising grounds, and lfoun: it supplicd with a
coating of grass among casuarina, jam, and nut trces, Granite

rocks projected in places, and the soil was a light red leum,

Mill "c¢" three miles North 272° East,

9.10 - Proceceded N 111E towards next hill 3 miles
distant, which appearcd grassy and a rative fire was smoking
on its northern brow, As we advanced, other smokes shot up
from a line of treecs on our left, and were answered by
natives 107or 12 miles to the eastward, showing that both the
region was inhabited, and that the Natives had become aware
of our approach, Traversing the ‘same description of sandy
clay blains covered with low scrub, we cntered a wood at loot
cof hill "f" where a well of good water was found ncar some
tolerable grass, and.we halted at 10,35 to ensure bhoth to our
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by witdarading o Gty
Having dindd we meehed o York gam Troe 2N\ , M Moore

"M whiile the haruage

avealapanicd we testhe top ol hiill
folloved mote at fcisuee,. We found the ascent of a long % wile
e 01 Jess girasoy o scrubby amongst York gunes jam ¢, and

a small watcer-course was grooved in the slope, trending to the
Wd und NW, [FFrow the summit - which was one barc smooth mass

ol" granite containing 2 holes full of e¢xcellent rain water:-

Hill "e¢" bore N 2834F  dist 7 miles

Very high piece of land N 278 E dist 30 miles

County Peak N 291 20E

Small woodcéd rise in direction of our route, 102° 30!
Country more wooded to the E than in any other quarter, and the
hills at 12-15 miles distant appearing grassy under the trees,

3.35 p.,m. - Baggoge joined and we proceeded E b S over
% mile of grassy granite surface, then over very small scrubby
plainsfor % mile more when a Native was seen on our left, and,
presently afterwards several more, On beckoning them they came
to us, and.after a moment's hesitation cntered into free and
familiar dialogue. The numbers increasecd from several quarters
so fast that in a few moments they amounted to between 40 and 50
most of whom scemed to rejoice at the interview, while others
kept aloof, handling Lheir spears and throwing sticks, and
looking sulky.

Attempts were made to learn from them some tidings of the
object of thd¢ir journey, but the question of "Where is
Moleyean" they pointed NNW, and explained that they were then on
their way to "Cabba" which has hitherto been explained by them
as the last stage to it from York. They knew nothing of the
country to the East., Some of them had been seen on the Avon,
and others to the North, ‘ .

Alfter some loud and vociferous dialogue, and receiving half
a biscuit apicce, they all departed on their respective routes
in good humour,

4.30 - We procceded E b S and in !} mile crossced at junction
of a dry watcrcourse from SE with one trending to NE,

5.0 =~ Stecred N 61 E for a barc hill "g" 2 miles distant,
having made good about 4 miles E b § since dinner,

Descended an opcn-plnin for % mile on which were as usual
many kangaroo, and at iis extiremity traced a shallow water drain
to the southward, but without finding water,
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The ascent (o i1l "g" was over a red loam soil, producine
grags and Low soft herbuage, amongst jam, nut  and York goms, On
the western side of the Large smooth granite rock which crowns
this hill we halted for the night as the san disappeared, i had
pleuty of excellent water in a small channel fram it which was almu-e
running.

We arc now in a part of the country which f'or the last 2
miles and for the next 8 or 10 miles at Jeast, dips to the north
castward a circumstance which lecaves room for the hope that we
shall very shortly meet with a favourable change in the nature
of" the country, Coarsc granite, casuarina chiefly,

Oct 10 =~ '"g" Mount Bebb.

Breakfasted, marked a York gum(@}and while the pack-horses
were preparing I ascended the hill "g" which has several summits,
the highest of which was about 300 yards ESE from our horscs, and
consisted of a large round smooth mass of granite, almost
entirely bare,

From this position a distant hill, not much wooded, bore
N 345 E 15 miles (Mt Caroline ?) A woody elevation at S-W
extremity of a long ridge N 145% E, 4’ miles appcaring beyond
an open plain, A small elevation "h" and similar to hill "g"

1% miles N 152% E.

Wooded summit "i" .. 3 miles 174%
Granite Ijill  "j" .. 5 miles 68%

Country in advance more wooded and lecss studded than usual
with open plains, and no rcmarkable featurc presenting itself,
although there was rcason for concluding the country was
improving a little castward, :

7.25 - Baggage having been delayed, started W% S? (E % S)

7.50 = In 1 mile on a gradual descent crossed a dry waterbed
dipping NE from direction of hill "h", being the first indication
of water flowing casiward,

Country thinly wooded with stunted wondo - soil light and
sandy; country then grassy - jum, nut, & - nearly lecvel till
8.3 rfor % mile, then crossed junction of a tributary from E b. S with
a water coursc from SSE, which then dipped northward,

Ascended gradually light sandy land, wondo, gnarderul,
tworta &c for 100 yards, then about level : thick lorcst of
guarderuk. Iﬁ % mile from 8.3 came on the tribﬁtary winding
through very thick scrub,
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8.55 = L o e more had arrived on o summit of a soi bl
g - .

Hill “g" 24 wmides - N 297 E

Nill "™ «t%y miles = N 247 30C

Rainy squulls from lhe westward,

9,10 - procecded W% S? (Y% S) pussed_very slowly theough
thick brushwood 10 to 12 feet high, through which we had much
difficulty in forcing our way,

! 10,15 = 1In 2% miles through very scrubby thick brueh

for the most part., A considerable hill "i" 2% miles distant
bore 349°; apparcently resembling "g" and "h" : occasional open
scrubby plains of sandy soil. In 10 minutes, or % mile we came
to a watercoursce among jam, nut, and York gums, and on
following it up southward for 300 yards came to a small well,
This was soon decepened out, and furnished cnough water to water
all the horses in a Tew minutes, at 2 feetl below the surface

in a bed of coarse sand among granite rocks. Country nearly
level, with some grass 150 yards on each side,

10.50 =~ Procecded E % S. Descended % a mile over an
_ open plain, and entercd forest of York gum, jam, nut and
1 ~ wattles growing in a brown clayey loam producing some grass

L

and much of the pink everlasting flowers which betokens the
vicinity of water, White cockaloos also were screaming about,
and several of them were added to our larder,

Proceeding SE b. E in % mile, land grassy, rapidly
improving, and soon thick with grass among wattles, jam, and
nut trees. L ) S % mile came to a watercourse 3 yards with
grassy bed in which was a good well of water, Ilere, halted
to dine, amongst soine very good and thick grass, the best we
have met with since lecaving the Avon, Its extent seemed to
be confined to % a mile in the directions of N,E and Wd,
The watercourse comes from some granite rocks about Y% mile NE
and above the well is joined by a smalIer branch coming from
the SE. The wain branch then dips SW and NW through good grassy
land and brown loamy soil,

Ohs. Lat, 32 3% 52" 5§,
This place scems Lo be a great resort of the Natives, whose
old rires surrounded with Kangaroo bones, are to be observed
in great numbers, The well, which was 14 inches deep with water,
had been roof'ed over by them with dead branches and covered with
soil, leaving one small opening only, which they probably closed
up when absent from the vicinity in order to exclude all animals ai
birds, and to kcep off the sun's rays which (on the South Coast
at least) they are of opinion injures the water,
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Malked a €I« bt Lhie well <>
(S

Having duned, at 3,20 we proceeded on our route ID b 3
follewing up steeam bed in which were aany pools among
granite rocks rfor 'y off mile., Then a gcrubby, sondy ascent,
pearly without gerass, with granite at surface,

When % wmibe feom our dipndng place, on summit of an
cminence bare of trees, at 3,40 :-

Distant wooded hill “"k"

visible over trees 20 miles N 105° 45' E
iy 3" 4 321

ML Stirling ? 28 327

Mt Caroline ? 25 323 20

At 4 p.m., proccucded E b, S%S towards hill "k", Entercd a

wood in % miles, then alternately thick close woods and scrubby

plains, Soil light brown loam, in places caked hard by the sun,

4.40 - In 1% miles crossed a small dry water drain
trending to the southward,

5.50 - ‘In 3% miles arrived on summit of 3rd or 4th ridge
since 4.40 - a bare mass of granite from which an extensive

view to the eastward of woods and plains,

Being anxious for our horses night quarters, and the,

vicinity becomingz grassy, scarch was made to eastward: and in

% a mile we came to a shallow water hollow, apparently dipping
to the NE through forest of gnarderuk and wooruk, amongst which
. was a little grass, Halting the baggage here, I rode forward
with Mr Moore to reconnoitre which terminated in our halting
for the night % mile further tc the N, where water was found

in pools in a small watercoursc coming from the NW and

dipping in the opposite direction through grassy land thinly
sprinkled with jam, nﬁt, wattle, and York gum,

The grass appeareced very backward for the season, and a
similar circumstance which we have frequently had occasion to
remark since leaving the Avon, coupled with the great scarcity
of watcrcourses, would lead onc {o suppose this part of the
country is badly watered, especially in summer,

We have hitherto found the vicinity of masses of granite
. whicihv cover the detached hills, to be most productive of Dboth
grass and watcr, During this dhy, although we have passed through
much thick brush and scrub and totally useless forest land, the
country may be pronounced to have improved: Lhe grassy spaces
have become more extensive than ycsterday, and the scrubby
open plains of less frequent occurrence, §

We are, howcver, still among the gnardcruk, wooruk, and wondo;
none of which in genéral seem to be tenants of superior soil.

s Tl




14.

N
Marked o oguam tree (O

11Lh U, Purdng Lhe night Che barometer 'ell) Cow - fadeialid
accugipanied by & Lresh brevze from the westward which, by dayvlicht,
had increasced (o o wale [rom the southward with rain,

Being hewvover, unwilling to delay, we procecded o ony

journey at 6.50, steering B b, S LS. In Y omile the stream hid

a bed 2 o 3 yarddls wide, banks 4 fect high ¢ winding ENE and
joined by anothor smaller from westward, % a mile Further
another, dipping to NE. Ascended -at 7,30 in terrible scrub. Saw
the interior couutry to north eastward. Peak "e" bearing N 584
10 miles,

8.0 a.m, ~ In 1}j miles crosscd watercourse trending to

NE b, E in a narrow grassy hollow in a slightly waving lorest
country: soil reddish brown leam: gnardoruk, wondo, &c, on the

1 uplands - York gum, jam, and nut, in hollow, Valley % a mile on
left, Y% mile further, came on nearby level grassy land with flat
sheets of granite at the surface. Proceecded X mile NE b, E to a

small granite elevation, but could obftain no view

8.15 - Procceded E b, S % S and in 3 milc were on top
of abhare gfanite hill, supposed "k" from which a body of open
water, apparently a lake, in bed of a river lying N-S bore N 50 % E
2 miles
1 Hill "1™ N 43% E dist 6 miles

Hill "n" 46 " 5 miles
Peak "n" 111 -

Peak "e¢" 73% 14 or 15 miles
Peak "k1" 163 1% miles

at 8,50 descended NE % E toward thc open water: grassy, wattle,
jam, nut; shects of granite,

9.15 - In 1% miles came to the water :  found it a shoal
fresh lake, the water in it apparently the residue of late rains :
extensive samphire flats around it, Skirted to the castern side ol
it : a frew ducks, herons etc. on the wacer : shores sandy, land
apbout it low., Another lake 30 yards to castward,

Steered NE % E along north west side of the latter lake
and passed over a series of numerous flats covered with low tufts
of tea-tree and tall spearwood,

9.50 =~ Crossed over a belt of 200 yards forest land of
light loam, and came on another lake nearly circular 250 yards in
diameter and quite sait: broad sandy beach, water about a foot
deep, Grass on southern side, Decp prints of an Emu's foot, and
those of a ddg close behind it, Timber on hordbrs, stunted
casuarina and gnarderuk. At its SE corncer we were 2 miles distant
from 9.15,

veo15/

_



10,10 = 1o 'y omile wore arrived at NE nargin of the tlats,
and peadun ity descecehed NEOYOE through torest of gnavrderuk and woolrtai,
with umder: coath @ then epan. pilain, red loamy soil, and scrub,

a5 = 1u o5 miles arrived on suwnmit of hill "m'" at ius

MY pitch: Plat granite rocks around, rouch  at the summit., Hasteno!
to descend in order to observe the latitude at our proposed halting

place to dine, SE b, S5 wmile came upon outward track, and at

11.45 halted in a slight hollow where cockatoos were screaming thedir
alarm, and some toleiable grass wes Lhinly scattered, Water on the
granite rocks. Sumnit of hill "m" N 5 E % of a mile. Jam, nut,
wattle, York gum, aund some other trees of small size,
 Noon. Observed Lat, 32° 2' 39"

Strong gale at W b, N: cloudy, with occasional sprinkling

rain, ' _

After dinner Mr Moore accompanied me to the summit of hill

"m" from which:-
" Bore N 13 E % a mile dist,
"1 L 296% 3 miles " (bare granite hill)
12 300 3% (bare granite hill)
l!k" 21 5!5 4 '

"p" hill shewing a bold front '

to the SE - 312% 4% k

Summit of range from "k

to Wd 225 6

a summit (? "k", set at 3.40

p.m. 10th) 158 5

Country to the eastward, of same character, but apparently more
grassy, Marked our halt by bevelling a York gum {) and at 2,40
resumed journecy on bearing E%S.
3,10 - % a mile pill ”13" : a considerable mass of granite
with smooth round summit: N 5 E to rock. Land grassy, soil
gravelly and bare and covered with fragments of quartz and granite,
bare flat granite shects on the surface, jamp, nut, York gum &c.
% mile further crossed small watercourse dipping to NAW
3.30 - In 1 mile more crossed a watercourse with a good
pool in it, dipping MW, Ground on W side ol it much broken, and
water had lodged in holes : on south side, jam, nut, wattles and
indifferent tufty grass: undulating country: brown loam sprinkled
with coarse gravelly sand, Hereahoﬁts met with a plant we had not
before seen, a pendulous sort of acacia with narrow long lecaves, and.
~bearing yellow bitter pithy fruit flattencd in appcarance and
strongly lined into 4 quarters.
3.50 - Crossed a watercourse dipping NNW through a
grassy hollow: good thick grass for 200 yards on left bank and
continues -on oppasite side (ver next hill which sloped round and
smooth, with good red loam: grass thick on the slope to left.

. : veo16/
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In % wliv f'row last surcae-bed, anhother dipping NNWd, beyond
which rovse o thoek focest of gnasdesak aal anderwood, but

fore=t not =0 thick and wore grassy than yesterday's and

previous,  ln 'y we oo wrrived at a broken hill of undurated clay
rescmbling ireustone, ' _

Hill "q" 3 miles N 117 b

HELL. Yt 8 or 9 miles  128%

Procecded ror Lill "q'" over a scrabby descending plain which had
been burnt last ycar by the Natives, and upon which we disturbed a
family of 2 large Emms and 3 small ones, They were early aware of
our approach, and took to the thicket before we could get within

reach,

At Tooul of the descent numerous feetmarks of the Natives
were observed on the edge of a belt of woodland which surrounded
hill "¢"., Pushing through this and over some level sandy land
which scemed occasionally to be under water, we ascended the

. hillside and soon got upon grassy open land upon which jam, nut,
and wattles prevailed, A watercourse descended to the SW from the
N side of the hill, and upon its bank we halted amongst good thick
grass and wattle, in a brown loamy soil, at % past 5 o'clock.

Numerous marks of the Natives had been left on this spot,
and many of them not more than 24 hours old, including the holes
that had been dug by the women in search of roots, and about 5
dozen short sticks 18 inches in length, an inch in diameter, the
use of which we could not conjecture unless they had been used by the
or "Kylie" - the
fermer a straight round stick 18 to 24 inches in length which they

youngsters in practising throwing the "dowart"

throw with a good aim and kill bandicoots, kangaroo rats, wallabhy,
birds &c, and the latter a curved flat pliece ol wood of the saue
length, flat on one side, and convex on the other, rather sharpened
at the sides and cdges, and is used by them in fighting and in
killing wame,

Oct, 12 Ascended hill "q" after breakfast, Named it “Emu
Hill" and took the following bearings:-

Pcak "r" 6 miles N 132 20 E
A woody peak 3% " 206 20
nily k" 7 5 246 30
Hill (Cumining?) 2% -3 274 30
Good grar<y land visible 1 - 2 SE by S

Good grassy land commcencing Y% mile in dircetion ESE,

Country appearing grassy in many places and decidedly
improved, Tolthc castward ridge upon ridge,

This hill has sevcral summits of less altitude, all sheets
of granite rock of coarsc texture, I '
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Bivouay 7 asa Sud yarda
Marked a Porkitiog Yor b guw on ettt bank of the stream which
contained abinwdaree o’ good ruuning water @ and at 7,15
procueded on ourt jeabiey. .

Passed L over the northern brow of Emu Hill and steered
E % S. Cork trees, watiles &c, and the lirst kangaroo we have
met since leavi'nwg the Avon, 7The valley of our bivouac continucs

eastward, and good grass visible over top of the opposite ridge,
In Y% mile E% S we were at foot of hill "q" : where less grass,
On the hill excellent grass and good red loam. A very large
sheet of granite of very coarse texture, On left a small stream

winds to eastward in good grass valley. Descended over good

grass and scrubby forest alternately, Grassy left and right
for % mile,

7.50 - In 1% miles from Emu 1ill crossed small shallow
watercourse dipping to right (southward).

8.15 = M1ill '"r"™ N 140% E, 5 or 6 miles : 1 mile since
7.50. Poor forest land, gnarderuk, wooruk, and a species of
white gum with glazed smooth bark,

9,20 - 2% miles over close forest, much dead wood of the
-gnarderuk lying prostrate., Last 2 miles over land at times
under wéter, and nearly level and covered with close tufts of

et

spearwattles, At 9,20 the marks of inundation were 30 inches above

daiakin

gencral surface. Here we found on the surface numerous fragments
of limestone of secondary formation,

Closc thickets of spearwattle, small gnarderuk, wooruk, anu other
species of eucalypti mixed with scrub for 4 miles till 11,20, soil
sometimes sandy and frequently good reddish brown loam, and water
remaining on nearly the whole space in rainy season, Country so
nearly a level that it is not ecasy to say in what direction the
winter rains would drain, but I think to the eastward.

At 11,20 we were upon an open "Down" of yellow sand over clay :
covered with coarse rushy grass and low scrub, Continued to
castward: in )5 mile saw a round topped woody hill, 3% miles,
bearing N 18145 E, Trces on summit of a round grassy hill N 347%

E, 4 or 5 miles, DIJain extending N and S 2% miles and E and W
1 mile,

Proceeded E % S 4 mile to its eastern margin, where halted
at noon for observation of Latitude and Barometer, but the weather
being very clouwdy with a gale from the westward, the former was a '
very indifferent obscrvation,

12,5 - Proceeded E )3 8 through thickets of scrub by the
creek, and close forest till 1 p.m. where at 1% miles passed 5 huts
gntircly constructed of sticks bent together and thatched with
bush, A large hole near it had once contained water, Soil in

vaa B .
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places good evsd luam, o othets, sainly,

1.50 = 10 1 owite escended ravher abruptly to a place
wiwre water bood owace joldged near o tea-tree brook:  white sany
clayey soil:  countey dipping conceally castward,

2.5 = In Y% mile wore, came to water in a slight holltow

lying SE=NW, ot 3W f'cot of an open rising plain of light soil
covered with an apole v tor grass, and old dead scrab. Watered
the horses, aund at 2.25 proceeded E Y S,

Finding the glass tolerable as we ascended, further examination
was made E 4 8, NE, Nd, and NV and at 2,50 we halted our tired
horses to refresh amonsst the best grass we could Tind, Whilst
doing so a lurge Wood-¢prMountain Duck, or a Gnow, flew past to
the North,

Both horses and men having made a fatiguing march to-day of
14 or 15 milcs through thick brush and scrub, we made this our
Bivouac 8 and remained for the night: the nature of the country
passed through to-day leaving great doubt whether we might find
better feed for our animals by proceeding onwards,

During tht c¢vening we thought we distinguished to the
northward the note of a black swan,

About 300 yards to t he N, a pool of excellent water 7 yards b,
4 yards lies in the bed of a watercoursc dipping apparently to
the NE on the margin of the forest land,

Where all the waters of the last 30 or 40 miles, or, indeced,
of the last 60, go to in the rainy season is a problem which our-
experience is unable to solve : watercourses being exceedingly
scarce and with a very doubtful inclination, whereas numcrous
holes have been passcd = especially this day = in which large
quantities of water loidge and sink into the ground,

Our discovery this day of the Secondary limestone
formation gives us hdpe that a favourable change in the country
may not be far distant,

Passed many White Ants Nests to-day and yesterday, which
had been duyr out and rohbbed of their contents, apparently by
Natives <>

Oct, 13 - During the night we were visited by a
depredator in the shape of a native dog, who was daring enough
to carry off bridle and padded horse rug, from a bush within
5 yards of our fire, Both théﬂc and scveral ol the horses
tether ropes were Tound wmuch gnhawed in Lhe morning, when the
culprit was scen sitting close to one of the horses, Before a
gun could be brought, he decamped, but as it is likely he may*

now follow in our tracks, we shull try tonight what virtue lies
in a trap or rifle ball,
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Watered of Lhd pool nenk ad, Shere we arked o suarderuod;
P - . -
trec QE} wind at 7.5 proceeded thence B LS over an ascont of cood

red looam:  grassy plaorn aloor, but (he geass was very backward For

a o bat

e "

time of the year, Qi sunmit of the slope in Somile,  Observed moes
elovated lond 2 miles nortlward, between which and where we stood, a
villey of low land strctchod porth-castward in continuation ol the
low scrab through which we torced our way yesterday, Entered thick
forest land, and cuntinuced in it and thieck scrub for 1% miles until

8.30 when we eatercd upon an extensive open sandy plain coverced

with scrub, and exiunding ENEd and WSWd interspersed with much tall,
“and thick birush :  soil light sandy.
9.35 = From a scrubby plain, continuation of the last,
a grassy granite hill 6 or 7 miles bore N 303E, A wooded sumnit
just appecaring over the trees, 10 or 12 N 286 E, A grassy granite
hill higher than the above 7 or 8 = N 294 E, 1% miles since 8,30,
Close to this spot was a second (met this morning) of 2
circular excavations in thec ground, the sandy soil ..,.,. heing raiscd
very regularly in a circle, The diameter of the excavation about
12 feet, We conjectured it was a grave, and dug to 2 fecet to
examine it when the fragments of an empty nest led us to believe
it had been a large nest robbed of its contents by the natives,
% mile further on :-

Hill “'p® 10 or 12 miles (?) N 286 20E
A patch of white sand on '

the distant land 12 miles N 198 20E
% a mile further : '

A -wooded peak on a range 8 miles ; N 233 30E
A large hill 6 239

Righ hill 18 or 20 313 45

A % mile further to 10,20 from summit of the ridge:-
A low Granite hill "u"

{grassy) 6 or 7 miles 101
A long bare hill "s" 5 0r 6 miles 9uY
‘ Notched Range 5 ("M & T2 64 to 694
Summit ditto (two peak) O v 67%
Woody Pecak 12 92

No clevated land visible to ecastward, and horizon rather uniform:
wooded country with-some op2n plains,

10.35 - Proceeded E towards the long bare hill "s"
Descended 1/3 mile, then entercd close wood of smill trees and
undergrowth : soil light, sandy,

11.50 =~ In 2 miles through much scrub, halted to observe
altitude or'barometcr.

12,8 =~ JProceeded up an ascent ¢ open and scrubby, upon
which were numerous: traces of Emu : : then thitouzh scrubby
thickets and brushwood for the most part, throuzh which with great
difficulty we forced our way. Soil in many places good rich red
loaﬁ,'cracking with what an agriculturalist would call its own fat
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iv e situetiont, brend dad ssonly.  Toeber small amd staated,

'

Cubrig bl oF Grpmdvaa Lo specieE of cucalyptas with oo Liaht
coluaured shicdns bash, awd several others,

Qne sreat impediciut oo our prasress was presented by (he
veiry numeitvas Pallon troes or saplings, which crosscd ecach olher
ot some b Lo del ied o passage, Fire seems very scldoin to puss 0.

this land, the trees rotting where they fall, and many decayings

where thdey sstaud,  The upposityg element, water, scems Lo hive a
more extensive range — moure than halft the country having the
appearance of heiingy at times under water, The almost total
abscence ef waterdrains in the land throughout many miles, lecads
one to conjecture that all the rain is absorbed by the land

itselfl - a supposition which 1s strenzthened by the appearance
of the surface itsell, which bears numerous indications of hawving
retained water for some time at its surface,

At 2,50 having made good since noon about 3% miles E we
halted on the weslt side of a long bare hill where a stream was

trending to the westward, and grass was in tolerable plenty,

Both horses and men being nearly done up with the day's exertions
wc halted here for the rcmainder of the day, After dinner Messrs
Moore and Smythe accompanied me to the summit of the hill "s" whici
is a solid mass of granite lying SE-NW :- ‘

nmiiir "r" 20 miles N 249 E
Wooded summit beyond a
plain ‘ 6 miles 12
Notch Range - North foot 28

= i =~ Summit 4% miles 32 30

Y tu - South foot 40

Notch Range, granite : wooded, and apparently grassy round base,

Round wooded hill "nl” 6 miles L5 30
Broken granite hill "n2" 5 miles 49 45
Trees peak 10 or 12 miles 76
"SUN setting 2563 45
Smooth granite hill 20-miles 290
iy """ 5 or 6 wiles 78
I1i1l in line, a granite, gracsy neigibourhaod "si" 1% to 2

distant, Close to the west side of summil of "s" is a lower ridg
of barc granite lying N° and S8° for 300 yards, and a siwmilar
ridge lies close to its south side,

Many sheets of bare flat granite occapy the surfacce of the
ground elsewhere in the vieinity of the arass.

Timber small, consisting of dark stemped casuarina, jam,
nut, wattles, and a largerirec of Cthe white-gum kind on one of
which we marked €> Lo denote our 9th bivouac from York.
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AL the distenes o w to 10 miles in a southerly direction ihe

horizon picacity voe usilota unbroken line of open piain Cor miny

miles withous atiee,
Oct. 14
At 7.20 pirogeaded onoour route B by N, Passed over many
parce sheets of granite, the detritus of which forms a light loamy
T

s0il, In Y% mile a conspicuous granite hill 2% miles N 152 E "u",

8.0 = In 1Y wmiles Crom Bivouac 9 came to an elevated
shect of grunite "51” sarrvounded with grass :  long ridge N°
and S°, .

8.25 = In 1 wmilc arrived at upper and cast end of a
considerable open plain, covered with low scrub partially burnt,

nii1 "s" 2% miles N 242 E

% mile further, over ridge, then :-

' Notch Summit ol N 14 E

T(n1 " 36

|l112ll 42

Descended a long slope of brushwood and scrub, then passed
over close forcest land of gnarderuk, wooruk, casuarina, & ¢, but not
so thick as yesterday and previous, Completed 4’5 miles since last
bearings to -

_ 10,50 =~ at basc of hill "t" skirted its north side, and
from its NE summit saw :- .
Bare granite Hill "u" N 234 10 E
Summit "t" % mile about South
i1l "s" ’ 6 miles N 255
Low Granite hills 2% miles 255 and 245
Notch Range summit 6 306
"“1" (granite) 4 311
“"2" (wooded granite) 5 318 30
2-Tree Peak 12 95 30

1Mill "t" a mass of bare granite lying about NE and SW, with
indifferent grass around its base growing chiefly among dark stemmed
casuarina. Water on the rocks, in holes,

At 11,45 halted for noon Ubscrvatjbn and to refresh the
horses at the SE foot of "t" hill, Marked a casuvarina [

4,15 = Resumed, K% S, Forest land of gnarderul,
mallart, and a whitve gum with shining burii, clumps of spearwattle
intervened and much brashwood occasionally,

5.45 = In 4! miles came out on open scrubby down, covercd
with Iroanstone,

6.5 =~ % wmile up plain very scrubby: Hill "t" 279°
dist, 5 milez. With much difficultly forced our way through a close
thicket ofjbrushwood 1/3 of a mile to top of ridge, which proved of
broken ironstone, with an abrupt broken descent Lo a close valley ‘
dipping to the north,
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JU0 ot 400 yaid 2 rom Lhis we came upon clearer land il
patehes of cvcellear crass heavy in sced, at foot of a small
iron=stone knoll, Flusiing a hole of good water herce on the si-le of
the hill we hruuéhn'u“ [ur }hu night, nuch to the satisfaction of
cour horsces, vho revelled in their pasture with right good will,

This totally uncxpected windfall in Lhe midst of abrupt
ironstone hills, established the locality as bivouac Q> which was
accordingly marked o u white gum trece,

It is remarkable that we have not seen a kangaroo or cmu
yesterday or today, A pair of cockatoos were scen yesterday, but
none today, Parrots aund other birds have also become scarce, as
well as the kangaroo rat or "bandicoot" which is usually started
up from underfoot in other places every few minutes, _

One view this ufternoon while travelling, displayed to us
the Northerin horizon at the distaoce of 8 to 10 miles, nearly as
level as that of the sea, The general dip of the country has been
to the NEd, but it was more decidedly so yesterday, than today.

In course, of tLhis day much land has been traversed over
which water lodges during heavy rains, but the country had so
little inclination or dip, it was not easy to conjecture which way
it would drain off, or indeed, to form any opinion as to what can
become of the water which at times must fall over the last 100 miles
we have passed over, Appearances as yet are in favour of its
having drained off to form a river in the NE.

Soil at our halting place a rich rcd loam, nearly as bright
as brick dust. In course of the afternoon the samc, but not so good:
occasionally nearly all sand,

Necar our bivouac Carbonate of Lime was found in a broken
part of the ironstone ridge, under ironstone,

Oct. 15, 1836,

7.15 = Proceeded E Y% S and E % N round northern side of
ironstone knoll and a sccond 100 yards to the east of it:

a considerable valley on the left,

8.10 - In 2 miles E Y% S through thick close forest
land: -
Woody Hill at S extremity of a ridge 5 miles N 44% E
Hill to N of "t" hill 7-or 8 miles 291
% mile further: then SSE Y a wmile to top of an open rising ground

from which t he northern horizon was visible between NE and WNW but
nothing remarkable, Surface covered with ironstone, and a new kind
.of shrub to us, about 12 to 15 feet high, straight and narrow,
growing like ‘a larch but with a soft grey bhark, spear heade | leaves,
and the young flowers about to burst from buds resembling bunches

ol figs.

.
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8.35 - L s towacds rigiug wooded Jund ‘; mile distunt
It 200 yurds cume to shuiblow water-drain, scarcely descrving Lhe
name, dipping o NP, Followed down Y mile - no water, Resamd
ELS, 1In 1/3 mile caome Lo a small ironstone summit, at EIFOOL ol
which a swmall valley with éuod arass, Searcied up to the soulh
and down nurthwurd tor water-tround none, A smaller branch
coming f'rom the Shd,

9.45 = DProcecucd E%S up opposite ironstone hill, passed
along its northern slope, crosscd'over, and descended into
another dry ironstone valley: “opposite to which was a ridge as
scrubby and rocky as before,

Our horses wanting water much, followed down a small drain
to the N at 9,55, Finding it led us to the NNW, in % mile NNW
steered north, - 1/3 mile Lo top of an ironstone hill: observed
all uniform around to NE and NW. A small opening in the land
4 or 5 miles to the N b, W% W with an intermediate valley
giving hope of finding water, we proceeded for it at 10,20,
Passed through much thick scrub, almosi impassable, for % mile
to 10.35 when:- '

Granite bare hill "s" 15 or 16 miles N 264 15E

Granite bare hill "t"
Wedge shaped: sloping

to northward 8 or 9 miles 270
Large hill of granite 7 or 8 miles 285
Broken hills in direction

of course 334

10.40 - ‘Proceeded through almost impassable scrubby land
1% miles to 11.45, then, from a ridge, observed a prospcct of
water to the NNW and steercd NW4W towards low part of valley,
Descended % a mile over more open down than usual and at 1i.55
halted to observe the Sun's merid, alt,

12,30 - Procceded NW Y% a mile through very thick scrub,
and west 2% miles to 1,25 over more open land sandy light soil
clear of trees, When in a slight hollow 6f the long ascent of
the last 2 miles a native well appeared in view, with dampness
at the depth of 3 feet, Deepening it out with the lid of an iron
pot, sufficient water flowed in to admit of giving the horses
a quart of muddy stuff each, while a little grog was mixed for the

men,
' 2,0 - Proceeded West:-
2 Trce Peak N 84° 10" E ., . . . 4 or 5 miles
2,30 s ;In 1% miles scrubby and partly open, Stecred N 235 E

for 11ill "t" 4 miles distant: very scrubby and thick: soil, light
and sandy., At % mile from the hill's base could scarcely

penetrate the thicket of brushwood growing on a rising of quartz .
rock.

.

4.30 - Halted for the night near yesterday's dining place




much fatigoed, amwd thie hovses unable to proceed fuvrther, living
had no water since middle of yusterday,
Frog =ummit """ - (in addition to those of 14th instant

from itse NE summit ), -

Woody Peak "p" " 18 or 20 miles N 251 40 E
Woody 11ill 6 or 7 miles 73 30
Notches sumit 5 or 6 miles 308
"u]" 4 wiles 313 40
SUN set 262 20
Wooded sumuit of a
| rocky hill Ironstone? 7 miles 324 50
; Small rocky knoll
Ironstone? cast of
last night's bivouac 94
Ditto West of last
night's bivouuc 94 30
Oct, 16 -

Intending to make a short march this day we did not break
camp till 8.55, when a course was shaped northward for "n," where I

i 1
hoped to arrive early and halt for the remainder of the day,
: 9,10 -~ Camec to flat sheet of granite in scrubby open

country in 1! miles from "t", Pigeons and footmarks led us to
about seven holes of water in the rocks: a native well - 6 inches
water at a foot below the surface - at the E end of the rocks.
Country, sandy soil: no grass; scrub,

10.5 = in 2Y miles more, arrived at SE foot of ”ni“ :
barc, stecp, granite,

From SW pitch "n

about 1/6 mile SSW from Summit:-—

Notch summit ! about 1% mile N 298 30 E
""2" summit (wooded) 1 mile 2 30
"nj" . 3% miles 332 30
"r' peak 18 or 20 244 40
Long bhare hill "s" 5 or 6 230 30
Bare granite '"u" 5 or 6 . 205 50
Granite, part wooded 8 or 9 178

Low rugged barc '

granite patch % 168
Granite patch,

partly bare 5 or 6 155
HiZy " 4 . 135
Low granite rocks 2 100

Low granite hill

beyoud a plain 3 245 50
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Country destitute of prass and Notched i1l not appearing more
prowising, v omade ructher search and Cound some very good Ceed
for our horscs on l,-lu‘ NLE, side or "“I"

Here we pitched our comp at Y past 10 for the remainder of
the day: o rest much needed by all che party alter our late
severe scrawbling through so close a country, Availed oursclves
of this opportunity to wash and repair clothes, shoes &c,, and
examine firearms and make good a few damages,

From sunmit ”n]" obscrved Lat 31° 58' 27" S,

Woody hill .. .. .. .. s .. N9 40E,

Halting place, Noon 43> 1/8 mile NE b, N

Ridge near herce NNE and SSW % a mile, N point low.

Summit '"v'" appearing over a valley 10-12 miles N 336 15E

"113” Woody, apparently grassy summit 5 miles 330

Uy MW " " " 5 miles 340 30

Sunmit, NE end of long level ridge 10 miles 322 20

" peak, in line low granite hills 3 miles 244 40

A summit 14-15 miles 247 50

2-trec peak 15-16 miles 87 40
Between “nl“ and Notch Range an open plan 2% miles in length

N-S and averaging % a mile widec: broadest at N end.

Elevation of "nl” above the plain_on its S side 104 Tt by
barometer, and the plain about 50 ft above level of thc valley
about % a mile beyond.

This afternoon Mr Smythe unfortunately cut his knee badly
with an axe, which will prevent him walking through'the thick
country with as much case and readiness as could be desired,

In the afternoon we had a fresh brecze from the NW with
cloudy weather, but it died away towards sunsct, and at midnight
blew fresh and cold from the N,

Very numerous footmarks of Natives throughout this day,
but all seemed treading to the Northward, .

Oct, 17 :~-
SUN rose N 103 50 E at 4.50 a,m, by chronometer 2144

Marked a casuarina tree with dark stem 12

"ﬂ1" is a mass of bare coarse granite in which are cmbedded

many lumps of quartz, Veins as usual cxtending through the
granite N and S,
7.20 - Proceeded N 20 W towards "n/"

T

9.30 - In 5 miles arrived on sumwit of "a," : a large
- [

mass of granite half bare of vegetation. Pools of water on the
rocks: a native well about Y% mile from swmit, and a small stream

'bed winding to the SE d,
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From suiuic ' n,
I
R 2 1 R 8§ o Yy miles N 329 E
”113" suband Uy glonite and trees 1Y wiles 288
Sumuit NE end of pridge . - 7 miles 307 30
yranite summit of a long
N and 8 range 7 miles 234 30
Ranee beyond Noteh (Sy loot) 4 miles 205
Raage beyond Noteh (Sumnit)
(NE foo! behind notch) 196 30
Notch Range - SW oot ’ 190
Sumuit 181
NE pitch 175
NE foot 168
"nz” 158 40
"n " : 161%

Very little grass on this hill. Some few good patches of
very small extent on summit, Its ridge extends towards Notch and
opposite, Some good soil this morning - recd loam,

10.0 - Proceceded towards "

v'' hill over open scrubby plains:.
soil sandy,

11.10 - 1In 2% miles crossed sandy stream bed dipping Nivd
through forcst land, gnarderuk and white gum, with close under
growth of spearwattle and eucalypti brush:light sandy soil.

Noon -~ 1lalted in bottom of valley to observe barometer and
Sun's meridian altitude 1% miles since 11,10,

12.30 - Procecded NxW, Passed over an open down covered
with scrub, then through thick brush and poor sandy land for most
part until 2,10 in 3% wmiles, "v'" range then in view : NYE 1 mile
and WNW 1% miles, Summit of "v" N3W ¥ mile

2.15 - Procceded NW4%W towards appcarance of grass,

2,40 = 1 mile - A stcep broken watercourse at foot of "v"
winding to SW, Steercd SW amongst ironstone rocks and gravel,

Iin L mile came to good thick grass in abundance growing amongst
dwarfl casuarina, white gum, wattle tree and "men-ung" and pools

of water in the stream bed, llere we encamped for remainder of the
day, and marked @ on a cisuarina,

After dinner asconded summit of "v'" with Mr Moore:-

Double hill apparently granite and wooded - 6 miles
WSt HEIE s wne  owm  wen  sme  sems N § FOE
East: BILL, wuse s mose e mee e 6 00 E

llighest land visible eastward 12 or 14 miles 42

Wooded land under the sun setting 7 or 8 miles 261 50

F
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Southern teviination off "w'" ridge S @ and in other dircceyion
Woand SW orwing.e curve,  On o part of the ridge Y% mile WSW rrom the
st L, very good grass 1s to be Found among wattles awd casuarina,
and =ome excellent grass lies on NW side of the summit at foot ol the

pbare- rock.

Scveral pools of excellent water are at this time to be found
among the granite = the 2 largest on the sunmit = but very many have
already cvaprrated, and the others are specdily Tfollowing,

Granite, very covarse and containing much quartz. Soil in
| vicinity a good light browa loam, very little granite is visibhle
‘ from this hill, although the grass in its immediate vicinity is
petter and infinitely more abundant than at any other of our
halting placcs,

No improvement in the nature of the surrounding country
visible, nor can anything deserving the name of a hill be seen,
Scrubby downs and tiresome thickets are the prevailing appearances
cnd as we were a long mile from our bivouac when the sun dipped
behind them we hurried from the scene in the hope of tomorrow
falsifying our anticipations,

Many small birds, parrots, crows &c, .

Two watercourses mect close to our bivouac and flow to Sd
where there is much grass,

Mr Smythe's wounded knee having rendered him unable to walk
as usual, the S5th packhorse was now dispencsed with as such, and
his load distributed among the others who were less loaded than
on lcaving York:

Oct, 18 =

Towards daylight the breeze freshened as usual, and blcw
strong from the Nd,, accompanied by thick weather and small rain,

Being anxious however to proceed on our journey, we broke up
the camp.at 7.50 and procecded Nd over grassy part of "v'" range,
then over much barce granite in which the morning rain which was
falling thick with a strong westerly wind had already made many
pools,

To our lef't at oot of the ridge 200 vards distant, a clifr
of white (apparently) clay was on the right hank of a broken rocky
strcam bed winding Lo the SWd and draining the waters of the range,

Entered immediately scrubby plains and steecred NxE towards
Double Hill,

9,0 - In Y% mile northward and 2 miles NxE from bivouac
13, passed % mile eastward of a patch of grass - 5 or 6 acres,
Plains open, very slightly undulating, not so thick as usual with |

scrub and having a sprinkling of grass upon them, and of inferior

.

ees28/ '




quality. Saw heire 4 black cockiatoos, being the fivst, we hive soen
for severul duys,  Kangurous scen to have loag since deseried (he
countiy, one red having been mevr with for the past week,: Lisht
sandy soil, sprinkicd with .ironstone gravel,

10,0 = 2% miles country much huarnt-track of a large
emu~- sonme bandicoots,

10,40 = 1In 1'% mile rcached lewer part of castern
sunmit. of' Double 1Hill: scrubby and high, no grass: sandy soil

10,50 -~ % mile further, summit "v'" N 184 E Steered
NE, N, and NAW roand the high brow for a view, in hopes of being
able to descry some feed for our horses,

11,25 = Lastern summit of double Hill N 164 E, % a
mile, Steered NW, A picce of flat rising ground with trees on
summit N 77% E,' 12 or 14 milcs: no appearance of grass, NV ) mile
WXN % mile to 12.10 then Nd for clearer country, the thickets being
almost impassable : ) a mile Nd, thickets closer, stcered NW,

1.50 - 1% miles up ascent to summit: barc granite in
small shects where water had once been, Scrubby, sandy,

2.]5 ~ % mile further to bottom of wide valley on other
side in which we had hoped to find grass and some water : but the
only sign of either was a very littlc old grass of last year among
the scrub,

llere we halted at 2,30 to dine and give the tired horscs
an hours rest, Scrubby open land : no trees,

In bottom of hollow, no watercoursc., But as the valley
has a decided dip to the Nd and was promising, we commenced
following it in that direction at 4,20,

5.15 = had followed 2 miles this scrubby hollow, then
entered a forest of small gnarderuk, close, with underwood, Steered
N, '

. 5.38 = 1 mile over top of a scrubby ridge lying E and W,
entered on a very extensive open down, €andy, covercd with iLronstonc
gravel and scrub @ no moisture in the bottomof it,

6,18 - rcached opposite summit, Small trees in 2 miles
from 5,385,

While crossing the down 2 or 3 smokes rose up a mile on
our right, and Mr Smythe thought he saw 2 nutives, but the distance
was too great for that, and as it appearcd likely the woods might
have been burnt for hunting purposes, we did not deviate from our
coursc, ‘

Another clump of trees eon a rising ground 2 miles to the
NVWxW leaving &et a faint hope, we procecdedtheré and arrived at 5
minutes before 7., But not a blade of grass was to be seen, and we
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Voot Gt L b aey ol 3y ey oult horses oap fer che nisiag
wilhioue diy. .
Mathaoob oo blae pa ot L Wl =inal ] ;_:,l'i}\\lh I/; REANS bats s e

51b of hisculit cuch which, wihen broken and mixed with a little

birane Lhat had ocen usaed ffor packing, was accepted by most o thici.,

Oct, 17
7.30 =~ Proccudcd SsELE for the purpose of making
ffor last bivouat - pievided we did not previously fall

in with food und water, our horses not having had either since
yesterday midday, Scrubby open land, in hills of small
clevation,

8,10 - In 1% miles arrived on ridge, and steered SxE
forwestern brow of a gentle risce 24 miles distant,

9.5 - In 2% miles, on top of ridge, where a little
water was found in some small holes in a shect of granite
environed on all sides by Lhick brush and scrub, This was coon
cmptied by our horses, and at 9,15 we proceeded SxE thro' very
thick brqsh.

9.50 - A distant wooded hill - fhp sumnit of a ridge -
at 16 or 18 miles ,,. N 229 E, 1 mile since 9,50,

During the next mile - to 10,20 saw two of the birds
called by the natives "gnow'" about size of a barn door cock or
a large drake, with belly and throat speckled like a turkey,
brown on back, black and wihite tail tipped white at extremity and
like a turkéy hen's, Wings small, and not adapted to long
flights.

10,20 - On ridge of ironstone gravel and ther S % mile,

then SxE, 1% miles to

11.25 = through much thick scrab and open scrubby plain,

Soil -ycllow sind, Saw then a granite ridge "w' at 4 miles N 238
I'roccecded toward:s it .
11.573 = halted Lo make noon observations,! mile SW x W
12,20 - Pruceeded SW x W ant soon afterward hill "w"
S 63 W -2 miles, Land descended to a wide extensive valley to
the <couth, and there was a dip or hollow between us and hill "w"

1.0 - 1In 1% miles halted at a small watercoursc winding

to the SEd through some tolerably good grass about % a mile frowm
the ridge of hill "w",

. After examination up and down, plenty of water was [ound
in the former direction, and we encamped among some casuarina
and wondo close to the stream, which was slightly running,

Marked a wondo tree

v e
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Ascended the ridge "w" arter dinner @ found some gooe!

arass amongs b e granite rocks and wany pools of water,  The
upper part was an exteasive plain, whence a large sheet of
granite, very it utle vwooded wand supposced to be "v'" bore N 132
Fto 135 E = 9 or 10 miles distant,

Summit of ditto N 134 40 E 9 miles., DPeaked wooded hill beyond
ditto, 11 or 12 miles, N 1351 E,

To the Ny and northward, in which directions alone a view
could be had I'rom trecs, the face of the country is scrub and
brushwood - the surface heing tolerably level to the westward
and northward of the summit of the granite at foot of which we
have cncamped,

Among the granite some good loam : clsewhere, soil light,
Pigeons abundant and more birds than usual of the other
descriptions that are found near the granite hills, including
one which invariably indicates the vicinity of grass, and whose
note - all in one cadence - may be understood to be 1% 22

Two Native huts near our encampnent,

Oct., 20

Thermometer at sunrise 45° with a sharp southerly breceze,
Having several little things to do to detain us this morning
we did not break ground until 8 o'clock, when a NIV course was
taken to ascent the ridge for sake of a view, it being desirable
in every respect that we should make our way from hill teo hill
in a norther'ty direction, for the purpose of ensuring grass and
water, In 100 yards, after crossing the watercourse, a«ccended
the granite ridge, which is quitc bare in patches,

In )% mile on summit of the rise, a level sandy scrub; no
granite, A snall woody pcak N 331 E,

Attempted N bhut were repulsed By impenetrable scrubby
thickets, Returned 100 yards and proceeded northerly % a mile,
Then an open vicew to Che NW a large native Cire wos smoking up
3 miles to N 342 E, Steered W, WxN, and NW, 1% wmiles to

9.15 = when:=-
A wooded hill 18 or 20 wmiles N 231% E
And " " 15 or 16 miles 2358%
A small wooded elevation 3 miles 131
E. Foot "w" (granite &
grass) 2 mile 115
Wooded small peak 6 mile 336

On a considerable agranite wooded elevation from which the
land dipped NV for a mile and N for 2 miles towards lower land,
Crossed bottom of hollow to NW: very thick young forest, soi.
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Tight,
Ui, oppusite ascent, in a close thicket, came to another

of the circulur neles which have so often atiracted our notice
in this region, Tad as it oppeared to have been freshly
acratehied about by a bird, we commenced an examination by
cleaning out the sand, ironstone giavel and rubbish, of which
it was compo=cd, At the depth of 18 inches picces of a Cresh
Cuye with @ dirty yellow coloured shell and gowme of thie yolk of 4
brown colour, made its appearance embedded with dead lcaves,
sticks and rubbish, An extensive layer of dead leaves from
trees not within many yards occupied the space from 6 to 20
inches below the surface, and a hole was found about 6 inches
in diameter taking an oblique direction 3 feet down. We
cnlarged to 3% reet deep and 4 fect diameter, but the above
was L he extent ot our information gained, and we were obliged
to abandon further search until onc of the nests might occur
near sone future bivouac where we might prosecute investigation
to the fullest extent, .

10,50 - Proceeded NN: having made 1% miles since 9,15,

11.30 - Having made 1 mile steered WxN for clearer
ground, i
11.40 = Granite summit SW summit of "w"? N 147 E 3% m

At % mile further WxN :-
A granitc summit "w"? 5 miles N 119 20 E
12,20 - 1% miles W by N up a long scrubby ascent: saw
then: -
A granite hill "x" ., 3 miles ., N 194% E
w' G Ew ois 106
At % mile further, a wedge shaped hill - 15 miles -~ N 230 £ .%mn

SW summit of

another, in line with a bare granite ridge - 2 miles distant
On a ridgc of granite in various stages of granite in
various stages of decowmposition, from.one of its small
rounded knolls, saw:-=
Wooded swall hill - 6 or 7 milés - N 282 E

A hill 7:%E . 10 or 12 miles 229
A hill in line a granite ridge -

2 miles
A granite hill 1 mile 180
A granite hill 1% mile 191%

Bare granite hill "y" = 3 or 4 miles 305

Proceedcd for the Jatter at 1.5 p.m, over open plains
of small extent, anﬂ scrubby forest land : some good soil in
hollows 2% miles to _

2,20 -~ Arrived at SE angle of ridge "y" - a large bare

mass of granite of circular form : small watercourse at its
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foor wind iy to ST with o few peols in it,  Followed it upwand s
amots =uliee pood s s wetLles, joan, b, casuarina, ond while
gune,

North ror b oatle, when, large pools being found in holes

at the summits ol the gravite rocks and the grass being excellent

“on the slopes, we haleed for the day at 2,50,

Diacd, and porked on a dark-stemned casuarina <i§>
Arter dinner, Mr Moore went with me to the summit of "y,

about 1/3 mile (o the WNW and 100 feet above present level:-

Simall woody peak 3% miles N 265 E
2-trec peak 10 or 12 miles 308
Granite N1ill 3 miles 143 30

While taking the above bearing and looking round I discovered
a-fire blaze up ' a mile to NE and on looking with a glass '
distinctly made out 8 or 10 natives on the nove, some running to
and fro, others crouching on their hands and knees, while others
stood or sat under the adjoining bushes,

Perceiving we were discovered, or that natives were awarc of the
presence of our party on the hill, and having only one gun betwecen
us, we finished our scrutiny of the surrounding country and rcjoined
our party, Previous to our doing so the natives had hidden them- ‘
selves among the bushes, or taken themselves off having rirst made
their fire blazce up again as when we rirst saw it - no doubt for the
purposec of cxorcising or driving away the Evil Spirits which, they
must have felt satisfied, stood before them on the summit of the
rock.

The remoteness of our position - about 150 miles from the
ncarest settlement of York - leaves litile room for supposing that
the natives of these parts have cver seen white people, nor docs
the nature of the intermediate country roamder it likely that
sufficient intercourse takes place between the aborigines of the two
districts for thesc people even Lo have heard of us,

Our hopes of a favourable change in the country have been
additionally excited by our having got again among white cockatoos -
2 of which have [luown over our camp, -

Oct, 21 -

The weather being very unseytlcd this morning alfter a rainy
squally night and westerly gale, we. remainced at our good grassy
halting place to scce whut change might be produced by noon. In the
interval our horses were tethered in the best position, fircarms werc

‘cleaned and put in order, and various repairs effected where

required,
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Having ol cved the Jun's aliitade roe Jongitude by
Clhirvnaieror T o voaided tae LD dwaacdiatel s »sver our bivounic,
'1rom wiaich thie 'ulloa: ity brarlngs were tahoen: -

1 hd [} .
Supedt of "y yesteoday alteravon's

O 1./5 wile ‘ N 315 E
Bivouac 16 1/6 nile NE x I
Small wooded peak 3 miles N 269 E
Wouded sumit high apparently
granite ridge 14 or 15 niles | 261 30
Sumt, apparcatly granice
Lill 9 -~ 10 miles 202 30
High barc granite hill 18 -~ 20 miles 192
High granitce ridges, partly
wooded, partly bare 190 & 193 30
Granite 1lill 21 miles 190
Granite Hill 2 miles 167
Sunmit of high granite hills
on same ridge as last 2l miles 149
Bare granite ridge (grass) 2% miles 95
Bare round granite "y" range
(the part first made yesterday) 2/3 mile 108
Bare granite hill 2 miles ' 76 30

Flat top granite wooded hill 6 miles 33
Wooded peak, app. granite "z" 4 or 5 niles 17
55

A wooded rise 7 or 8 miles 3
A SW abutment of "y" ridge ;
(bare granite) % mile 22/

General direction of summits "y" range - NW by W - SE by S, but
many brenches from it and the whole occupyin: considerable space,
with small valleys of good grass, One valley between ® and
summit of "y" contains good grass and a streaw flowing at this
time with a small run to the Swkd,

The natives scem Lo have taken o S direction, their fires
at this time being visible 1) miles (o Wwswad,

The rain having cleared ofl aad wealher only squally, we
dined carly and at 12,55 resumed our journcy [or peak "z" NxELIE,

2,20 = In 3% miles over open gcrabby doewns and Iast Y mile
thick scrub, all ascending, crossed over ridge and began to
descend, Steered N 4 E for a granite hill "a" 4, miles to the N 4 C,

3.40 =~ An 5 miles reached brow of o Tear ascent thrdugh
lsomc thick scrub aud occasionally open foresit of gnarderuk and a
different specics of euculypt called by the natives "gnce-le-ruk"
with a ycllow nankeen-colourced smooth bark, and bhranching much
lower down than usual in the other .Xkinds.
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The landd then undalated in a gradual asceut on whiclh ironstone
Creguentdy brote oal, amd was miaed with fragmeats of quartz on a
light voil @ suirtigre scrubly,  Inoa mile and a half wmore, at

4.10 = came 1o a patch of excellent grass about 1/3 mile frowm

. n

sunmit. of "a'", botween 2 watercoursces which came fron the Eastward
and united at this spot previous to dipping S, westward, In the
turches=st which drained a green grassy hollow 100 yards wide was a
large deep native well 10 feet in diameter and containing a depth
of 4 fcet of waicer, soume of whicﬁ is apparently permanent,

Y past 4 o'clock amidst our

llere we pitchoed ovur ciamp at
old and valued acqguaintances = York gum (tworta), jam, wattles,
casuarina &c. '

From this spot, hill "a'" rises in several bare rocky masses
of granite, containing at this time small pools of the late rain
water, and crowned on the sumnit by trees,

The land on cach side of the summit consists of open downs on
a continuation of an eclevated ridge, The summit bears from our
camp about N x W - % a mile.

This well is a great resort of the natives, whose marks are
visible in considecrable numbers all round, as well as of emu, small
birds, and animals of the kangaroo rat kind, No parrots: but a
pair of white cockatoos were heard, as well as the grass-bird, watt
bird, pigcons, &c, The well is a spring.

Before sunset hMr Moore accompanied me to the top of the ridge
but, except to the westward where the country dips gencral.y Lo a
wide valley, the view was very limited, and land nearly level for

a mile,

Oct, 22 =

At 7.50 resumed our journey : proceeding Nd for a view from top
of the ridge. ) '

8.0 - 1Y% milee : had descended over the ridge of hill "a" to a
gentle slope of =crub and brushwood and saw a congpicuous granite
hill & miles N 317 II with onc tree on its summit and four on its

northern slope, ['roceeded N x W,

8,25 = In 1' miles crossed a small hill drain descending to
SE - diy,

8,30 ~ Spall drain to Nd - dry.

8§.39 - A winding drain to SW - dry. Ascending since 8.30 -

forest land underwood - some good red loam,
8.55 - 1% miles from 8§.25 arrived at summit of ascent, and
emerged from forest of gneeiruk, gnarderuk, and tworta (a few) to

open scrubby plain slightly dipping to NW. Light sandy soil,
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ProcesGed Al s M oto diverdioa thicket on right % a mile then N Ly W oup

cleagr scrubby ascent, neor top of which, close thicket, 1N owmiles

te suiunit, then level,

9.45 = Nv LW Lo wveid o thicket on right, ! mile, (hen
N X W,
10,40 = 2% miles N xW over undulating scrubby land about

level but gradually ascending, Left 1 mile to Wd a granite wooded
ridge with 2 summits lying NNE-SSW of each other % mile apart,
Passed on through mucli =crub on a level rather descending, and at
11.45 in 2 miles cawme out on more open land, and saw a bare round
granite top 6 or 7 miles "d" N 35 E : proceeded for it with
prospect of obtaining grass and water, % mile further halted for
noon observation. Lat 31° 25' 53" S

12.25 =~ Procecded N 35 £ down a descent towards forest
Jand, which we entered in % a mile - gnecleruk chiefly, Crossed 2
small water drains dipping Ed and at 12,45 in 1% miles from 12.25
came to some little grassy forest land dipping E; grass thin in
patches,

12,50 - Small dry water drain dipping Ed toward decp valley,

-Summit of ridge % mile on left,

1,0, - Two water drains to SE and land very recently burnt
by natives whose footmarks are evident,

1.5 - A watercourse to [Ed, patches & grass more frcquent
as we ascended a sloﬁe to a granite hill "c". Good grass among
wattles, nut, jam trees half a mile from the hill - along the SE
of which our cuurse led us,

About 2,40 - in 4 miles from 12,45 - halted close to SE
corner of granite ridge of "c" where excellent grass in great
abundance and a grassy well of purc water 6 feet in diameter and
18 inches deep (a spring) cnsured a good time for our horses,

The neighbourhood secms to be of the same good description
for a considerable distance around. Pigepn, crows, grass--birds,
and other small birds arc about, and near the well (which is in the
bed of a small water-coursc dipping to SEd) we disturbed a pair
of white cuckatoos,

We had unleaded the pack horses and were preparing to encamp.
when Mr Smythe -'who had made a circuit of a few hundred yards to
the left to look for water - reported several fires of natives to
be near, and one at the distance of 300 or 400 yards, We therefore

~removed our baggapge Lo a more commanding position 50 yards higher

up the ridge, and encamped for the night.

Messrs Moore an:d Smythe accompanied me to the summit of "¢
after dinner and saw:-—
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iz "a" ' 15 miles N 55% E
("d" i Jovwer thoan the land
to nortli-westwaid o it)

Roud sumt, ofe luny high
aranite ridge 12 or 14 wmiles 61

Roand bare graunite hiill 3 miles ' 76

Granite hill: bare on
S oside 1Y miles 116

RBivouic 18 Y% mile NAW (SSE?)

Wooded small summit appearing

over a ridge 15 or 16 miles 117 20
Wooded hill surrounded by

vpen downs 15 miles 120 20
Patch of grass land % mile distant S x E

Ridgc "e" is nuch scattered in several smooth granite summits, but
lies generally about WNW-ESE direction, and is composed of stratifie
granite of coarse texture, veined N 12 W and S 12 E, There is much
excellent grass around it. especially on its north side where the
land undulates gradually and is covered over with small treces of the
nut, jam, wattle, York gum, prickly hakea, and other small trecs
usually found in good grassy lands, Soil good light loam, the
detritus of the coarsc granite of which the hills are composed,
Amongst the rocks, much whinstone, Marked a York gum trece .

In the course of the afternoon black cockatoos of the red-tail
king visited the spring for water, Some of these were added to our
larder, the firing at which probably alarmcd the natives of the
neighbourhood, as noncofl thcem came near us,

Parrots and small birds were also numecrous, and there is cvery
indication of our having commenced on a better country.

This is the greatest extent of good land we have seen since
leaving the Avon, and mu§ probably amount to two square miles,
including hill "c",

Ouir resting place is on the side of an old native haunt; their
branches of trees, flat stones for pounding roots on, and remains of
rire placesg being visible all around,  But the natives do not scem

to be numerous in the country,

Oct, 23 ~

7.50 - Procceded N % mile over aood grass: then NE for an
opén space ¥ - a narrow vein of poor forest land - then excellent
grassy land and good red soil for 1% miles till 8.30. Forcst land
then succeeded and we resumed our N coursc,

CounL}y'dipping to a wide and extensive valley to Ed toward
which land continued to appear grassy (* obecrved the natives
procecding to our bivouac), ’

.
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4 miles further novdh thoough forest of gnarderuk, gnecrloeruk,
&c.: Fometimes good -oil, at other tiwmes sundy: occasional pualches
of wrass land toleiably Jevel: came to rich red loam at commencement
of « descent,  Mizher land 1 owiile to right continued from high
land Nvd rrom "d", A high granite hill 1 mile SE, Through much
scrub and barnt forests of gnarderuk, Good red and yellow soil
for 2 miles further Lo 10,45, Water lodging in numerous holes
in rainy weather,

Crosscd then, a spull water drain with loose sandy bed
dipping to SW in almost level country : land must be very soft
in winter, Natives fecumarks have been made in very soft ground
‘which is now hard and dry,

11.30 - 1% miles further brought us to edge of the forest
lénd, where a belt of thick brushwood cost us a little forcing.

The yellow soil was sprinkled with ironstone, and we entered upon
an open plain covercd with scrub,

Proceeded NE % N across it % mile for a view from a clear
spot and halted dat 11,55 for noon. observations, Sandy light soil
on anascent, scrubby, and rathcer more elevated than the surrounding
country. . ‘

12,30 - Proceeded N and in a few yards saw a level granite
elevation "f" with grass about it, N 305 E ,. 3% miles, Stecred for
it, In % mile, soil improved to good - and in places rich red
loam, Gnarderuk, gneeleruk, wooruk, &c, were the timber, mixed with
which was an undergrowth of large spearwattle, On & long ascent
of a mile: the trecs bowed to the NW, Country then nearly level,
Holes again in the scrub as receptacles.of the rain water, but at
this time all dry.

1.55 = Cane out on SE cdge of a small plain of scrub and
sandy soil covered with ironstone: 3 miles since 12,30, Soil
improved soon afterward and at 2,15 in % mile from 1,55 came to
grassy undulating land among wattles, jam- and nut treces, % a mile
from sunmit of hill "f",

2,35 = llalted at two small wells ncar the S side of the
rock, where, by decepening out, we soon obtaincd abundance of water
for our purposes, Grass, good and land slightly wooded: soil
consisting of the decomposition of the granite rock - light, bhut
good, '

While dinner was preparing, ascended the hill "f" and was
excecedingly gratificd with the prospect of an extensive grassy
country to_Lhe eastward and north, amongst which, granite was u
prominent feature, and became conspicuous in many detached mosses:
of greater clevation than the lands around them. The most
remarkable were, a considerahlc'doublc clevation bearing N 304 25E.
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distaat G5 wides, soand "N 305 15" 64 or 7 wmiles (being

on the suied ridge with cach other) and a granite hill "i"

of cqual cldvation, N 287 40E, distant 3 or 4 miles, These

were the meost remurkable h.‘ills we had encountered since

leaving the viufniLy ol -York, Besides them, a range of tolerably
high and level land 10 or 12 miles distant, and steep to the

NE extremity, bore N 311 to 318 E, This range appareatly

covered with prass among the trees:-

Good grassy high land

tolerubly level : 15-16 miles N 330 E
Good grassy land 4 or 5 miles 344
Grassy land - low 4 or 5 miles 3

Bold projection to
the S of a high
granitc range 16 miles 37 10

A luw flat top'd hill 12 miles 39
Another bold projection,
or shoulder of above
range 17 or 18 miles 42 30
The range slopes then to the Ed, and is lost sight of behind
a small dark wooded pcak distant 12 miles and grassy among
trecs, N 46 E. .
Ditto, arising out of very grassy low ridges apparently,
Large granite sumt. on a ridge 12 or 14 miles N 58 20 E
Massive part of same ridge 15 miles 70 30

lligh, round ﬂcrmination, at
S end of granite ridge 18 miles 91 30

(Between NE x E and E
(further Sd not visible) not so
much grass as on NE)

Bivouac 19 ... 1/6 mile SW

Granite clevation on ridge E-W 2 miles 128

Long backed smooth hill (long

range summit) 20 miles 308 30
Hill "f" lies about E-W ! a mile: it ig composcd of masscs of
granite of coarse composition, amongst which is good grass and a
few nut, jam and wattle,

The good grass extends about 1 mile N, Y% mile SE, and
about the same in other dircctions except westward, where a
ridge of land approaches it, and is covered with grass to
the westward,

On the sunmit we found two old spears of (he natives,
without barbs 10 ¢éel in length,

White cockatoos numerous, pigeons, parrots, and small
birds, During the day an increased number of kangaroo rats, -
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hindicoot s, atd o buccowdng ardaal which makes a large hole,
Sevetral of o the Joere corculdor ne=ts have also been met with
but nothities further has trans=pirced to throw light on their

nature ol usc,

Marked a York gum <G>

Oct, 24 =

7.50 = procecded NW ox Wi got off grassy land in 4 mile
and entercd on scrubby forest land and open scrubby downs, Much
good red soil, some sandy and covered with ironstone gravel,

9.45 = In 4 miles cawm2 on a circular nest on the ground,
heaped up differently from the others - which had all been
hollowed in the middle, On scarching, the contents - 6 finc
cggs aboul the size of the Dlack Swan's - were found about 30
inches below the surface leaving great rceason for supposing it
to be the nest of the bird called the "gnow' by the natives -
resembling a wild turkey, Illaving securcd them as our prize,
and intending to profit by all similar occasions, we resumed
at 9,55 our NW x W course gratified at having been beforehand
with the natives on this occasion, and solved a problem,
Traces of a birds loot were numerous all round - with 3 front tocs
and onc long hind one,

10,20 & 10.25 - 1In % mile two dry water-courses to N:
in 200 yards hoth unite: a grassy vallcy a mile on pight.

10.45 = On top of a long ascent of gnarderuk and mallart
forest: much good red soil, 1% mile from 10,25

Then gradual descent: patches of good grass, and another
ascent to 11,10 when made 1) miles, Then entered from thick
forest to open plain:-

HEX1 "™ (3 ) 1) miles N 248 E

Hill "n" 5 or 6 miles 310

11,30 - % mile: a sandy watercoursc to Ed,

11,50 - On summit of ridge. Entered upon level grassy
land among gnarderuk and wooruk on ncarly level land,

12,2 = (by watch) % wmile, Halted for noon ohservation,

12,30 - Procecded RW 5 W and immediately afterward saw
hill "i" 1% miles S. '

12,45 - Entercd gnarderuk forest : good red loam: level

country, The plains are occusgionally c¢los¢ thickets and vice
versa : the burnt remains of low trees and bushes heing
scattered over the former. Inmediately after, a watercourse
to Jeft. Ascending

1.50 - 1% miles: watercourse Lo Rd, SW % mile to a bare

granite rock on a ridge whose swamit bore % mile SW: procecded
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towaitds 1L, Crussod cel rtecrossed several watercourses coming
Feow ity and at 1,495 reached the bare rocky summit "j" from
WhICh ogreal exivat ot bare saund became visible in the lowland
pbeiween N 354% B oaad N O39% ki
A considerable H[:l.'ll Spacee N 57 E = 4 Lo 6 miles distant - nearest
part. of the lavgest part N 14 E -~ 3 miles, where it is 4 or §
miles wide,

Extremity of o low bashy Point in

ditto projecting to Sd, 4% wmiles N 13 E
A low hill on 5% shore .

(NE part Eaglestone 11i11?) 7 miles ' 355
Eagle Rock - at Sw end, a

higher ridge 6 miles 352 25
nill “g" 2% miles 328 30
nill "n" 3 miles 330 20
Hill "i' (Mt Moore) 2% miles 131 30
High granite summit near S°

cnd of a ridge ('"1'"?) 14-15 miles 110 40
Projecting S° shoulder of a

granite ridge 25 miles 55

Good grass in large patches
visible on the opposite

rising ridge 7-8 miles 19 & 40
Bare grassy lill 7-8 miles

(Long Range summit?) (14) 317 30
Level rge of yestcrday from . 310
Summit ("k"7) 15-16 miles 307 30
to 298
Woody summii. of some grassy ‘

hills lying NE and SW 2% miles 287
Summit of hill "j" ' 1/8 of a mile South

(The following note was made at the end of the day but referred
to the above bearings - Lands Dept., Staff, 1976)

"While taking thesc bearings and examining the surrounding

country, our attention was suddenly called to the appearance of

a large ficrce fire which arose all at once, high above the

trees which skirted the SE side of the Jargest lake, Considering
it was made by a parity of natives who had just discovered us on
the hill, spy glasscs were directed to the spot, and the supposed
firc was soon discovered to be a reeling pillar of red dusty

soil which was raised in the air by a whirlwind sweeping over

the lake, and carricd with headlong fury to the SFE, Its progress
could be traced for a quarter of an hour afterwards as it suddenly
rosc and 'ell in its progrees before a NW breeze,

We wcqc-nearly caught by a similar gust alterwards as we
ascended the rising ground to the foot of "g" hill, and took
warning of the roaring noise it made among the trees 200 or 300
yards off, to abandon a wood we were in, and gain an opcn space -
but it passed clear of us, and whirled with grecat violence and
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impetuce-ity to the loser seounds,"

2,18 = Procecded towsreds hills "g" and "h" : patches of
s00d gites=s amotie @ orals,

5,10 = 2 miles: began to ascend the approach to "' il
over virious country - somctimes forest of gnarderuk. at others

Scrubby land and thickets, among which, occasional patches of
grass,

4.5 = In 2} milcs reached SE side of "g" hill and halted
close to a hole of excellent water in the foot of the rock, where
cxcellent greeu grass, heavy in secd, was in abundance for our
horses,

Ascended hill "g" and from its swmnit saw -

ill "h" - ) of a mile N 48 E
Eagle Rock - 5 miles . 23
S.E. foot of do, ridge 7

Fagle Rock is detached on NW side of the ridge
2 lower summits of "h" in a line 1/3rd & % mile
north

Low point on opposite shore of lake projecting

SEd 4! miles 49° 30!
Mount Past Lake - 2% miles 50° 0
Breadth of lake in NE direction about 4 miles
Largest lakc spans from 7 mileé dist, 17
to 7 miles . 83
Another part of lakes, trending to ENE
9 to 12 dist. - 92
fand can be traced in several detached pieces from
S¥ corner of large lake to abt, 8 miles off 102
Sand can be traced in small detached portions
among the trees from N° visible end of large
lake to abt, 5 miles distant 312
Conical granite and grassy hill "m" - 6 or 7 milcs 300 15
Long range NE steep pitch 16 or 18 miles 307 45
Summit do, 305 oo
Another summit higher 16 miles 294 30
S® end about 16 or 18 miles 258 O
Long round hill granite and zood (264
grass (1") 4 or 5 miles (271 30
round "1" off NW side do, 5 or 6 miles 275 0
hill "i" . 5 0r 6 miles 144 45
hill "r" 13 or 14 miles 122
S° ‘shoulder of high dist.
rangze » 30 miles 107 40
Ridge "k'" SW end undefined 322
Ridge "K" sunmit 15 miles . 330
Ridge "Kk'" NE end, steep 15 miles 334
. -42/
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Puiih, o muiuntloey st Pane,

Voviiaa Vie SNOLER ]5 miles 81
Bude glinesdy viethde & Lhigh

part Jong ridac, : 12 niilezs 264
F mivive fives swoking uap, 7

miles o'l e Long Range,

Bivouac 20 1/3 wile Lorizontal SE
by E, :

The “Lukes" or rescervoirs at our fect secem to form the bed or
channel of the receptacle torr all the water of this part ol the
country, but they arce very shallow apparently, and composed of white
sand,

The surfacce has Lhe appearance of being extensively covered with
water, among which arc dry banks colored darker by weeds or small
plants. But whether the water is fresh or salt, or part of a river,
or otherwise, as -'Illhl.l whether its dip is to the NW or sk nmust be

" gecided tomorrow by a visit to the small ridge of which Eagle Rock

forms the NWn part, 1t appears from these hills to come from the

ENE 3 or 4 miles, then to open out to a width of 3 or 4 miles and to
extend 8 or 9 miles north-westerly to the eastern base of Fagle

Rock ridgé, round which it winds westerly in a woody valley until
lost sight of about 5 miles off on a bearing of N 312 E, Tomorrow's
proccedings will, it is to be hoped, throw more light on the sdbject.

Previous to descending, a calrn of stones was crected on the bare
rocky summit of the hill 4 fcet high,

In the vicinity arc whitce cockatoos, pigeons, crows, hawks, and a
few emall birds, besides more kangaroo rats than usual, and more of
the burrowing animal's holes have been passed today - but no traces
ol kangaroo are yet discernihle.. Fect marks of cmu have beeﬁ met with
in our route as well as numcrous traces of natives and a few huts,
some of the former very rccent, They had evidently seen us on hill
"g¢" and blazed up 3 fires to the Nd immediately after we had ascended
the summit,

The moon was partially eclipsed this cvening, but the heavens
were much overcast and shadownot well defined,

It is but justicc to the "gnow" - or whatever bird it was whose
nest we robbed today of 6 cggs, to say that their contents when blown
our of the shells (which were very thin indeed for their size) and
fried, proved most excellent, although the hatching process had
commenced in some, and was considerably advanced in others,

‘Oct 25 -

Sun rose at 5.34 : N 108 40 E,

llaving no trees to mark the number of our bivouac on, the cairn

L, 4
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o stones on the top of hid1 "g" and the conzpicuous character

of the hills, i!li‘-i“n-..’l'l"fi the same purpose,
7.40 = Procecdoed NNE towards Lagle Rock, passing round
SE side of the hill "h":-a good spring at NE foot of Hill "h"
deepened out to a well by the natives, Crossed head of a
deep watercourse dipping to SE at 1/3 mile NE of foot of hill
"W grassy undulating land,
8,20 - 1In 1 wmile through scrub, on a granite rock :-
Low Point 5 miles N 53 E
A low granite hill 2% miles 48%

9,20 - In 2% miles arrived within % mile of sumnmit of
Eagle Rock, and turned off E for the lake shore, Samphire
- level flats for 200 yards brought us to the shore of the lake,
which lay spread out before ué in one vast white sheet. The
occurrence of samphire had prepared us for salt water, but,
instead of it, the level surface of the lake was covered with
a crust of salt near the margin, which assumed a gravelly size
further out, and at 60 yards was succceded by a coating of mica
or gypsum in pieces from an inch to a tenth of an inch in length,
and clustered like sand, Amongst thesc at a still greater '
distance was very coarse white quartz sand, and underneath’ the
whole was a soft smooth clay of various colors, red, like the
appearnce of the brick-dust colored soil uppermost, then brown,
blue, red, yellow, and whitish and then more sandy whitish in
"succession to the depth of one foot, where very salt water
oozed in - seemingly devoid of that nauscous taste which ecver
attaches to sea water,, ' ’
The shore lay in the general direction of N by W and S by E
and was frontcd by low strips of samphire to the distance of
% of a mile, The eastern foot of Eagle ridge is bounded by this
lake. On the curface numerous traces of emu, dogs, and some
natives, . '
Followed beach NWd % mile to E foot of E, hill, where a
small watercourse from the rock contained pools of good watcr
draining to the lake,

From summit Eaglestone Hill :-

Summit "f" " 14 or 15 miles N 1404 E
28 1 ) ML i 10 or 11 miles 163 40
hill "h" ) 5 miles 202 20
hill “"g" (cairn) 5% miles 203 30
A small wooded granite hill 2 miles 227
EAGLE ROCK 90 yards 248
A4
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_‘-_|u.|,:q|i L “.. 1 3 miles l/l: )

Sunpnit e 29 2 154 30)

Sutiiit "u 3" (unwrth part) 1 164 30

West Liglit, lake shore Y © 132

E, ridge lving about E by N

and W by b Y

Long Rutgd, sukamit 13 or 14 N290 12
(79 miles)

Anothc1 summit 16 miles 283 30
(712)

Pcak over N end ' 14 miles 291
(?summit long
range 9 miles)

Hill extensively grassed 10 or 12 miles 294 30

Round pitch at NE end "k" range 14 or 15 miles 315 10

A large granite sunmmit on long

range 18 266

Opposite shore of lake (a)

to the NE 2 miles

Opposite shore of lake (a) 3 miles

to the N,

FF'rom the lattcer position, lake trends to the Wd. Several
smaller ones lie to the distance of a mile behind the opposite
shore, and the connection is traced as far as N 297 E - 4 miles
~ another branch appearing to extend to N 313 E - 5 or 6 miles
distant.

A long granite grassy ridge seems to lic WSW - ENE at 30 mile
distance, its summit being N 340 E,

A low granite ridge, wooded, with grass at SW foot - 8 miles
323° 30, '

jjowest dip in the distant land, and probably the direction
of the Salt Lakes N 2 E
Low point in Lake (a) = 3 miles - N 92 E,

North-east face of E, ridge very much honeycombed and worn in
small caverns - the whole a mass of coarse granite and Whinstone,

No appearance of water on lake surfacc,

11,20 = Procecded ror Long Range summit. Along the bcach
to NNE at foot of E, range, rocky and very much honeycombed,

11,35 - In % mile arrived at NE corner and steered to WNIV ,
In % milce came to samphire plain bordcring_a white dry lake on rig
Skirted it and another, pussed through scrub and thicket, and at
12,25 came to a circular dry lake, 250 yards in diameter: too soft
on a muddy bottom to.cross, Skirted round Lo SW, Beyond it a
narrow, raised, belt of soft marly soil, very much furrowed, and
5 feet above lake,

. Crosseq over two other belts of swampy lake, the whole in '
2/3 o a mile., Then neck of higher firmer ground - another shoal

‘lake - Dbelt of higher land, then at
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i = A luke - wearly circualar = containing water 150
yards in diapeter, and o crust off salt @ an inlet, or opening,
in i oy C()l‘;lt't' and anvtper in the NW,  Since 12,25 14 miles
WNW, . '
Rounded N =ide of lake to opening in its SW side : opening

trendines to SW, W, 50 yards wide : dry.

At L mile from the salt lake came to a tributary whose waters
| had evidently ran rrom the NW = now dry - crussed over, The
principal branch SW : traced it ) mile further: then a smaller
lake ncarly dry : a stream bed from it 20 yards wide trending
S - but which way the dip of the country was, it was impossible
to say,.

1.55 = Stcered WNW through thickets of spearwattles on low
level land for % of a mile, then through forest of mallart,

wooruk, &c on a gradual ascent, Some underwood,

3"5. - Came to brow of very long ascent in 3% miles from
1.55. NMore open then, but scrubby, Hill at summit, Long Rangc
N 305 E,

3.35 - 1In % mile, a watercourse winding to SE at commence-
ment of grassy land, [Found some water in holes of the granite rocks,
and watered the horses,

4.15 = In 1% mile more arrived within % mile of summit Long
Range: no feed or water, Proceeded NE for % a mile and then steered
NW for good grass on a hill side % mile distant. A watler course at
foot of it, dipping to SE through abundance of good grass, Following
it down ) mile an old native well close to a granite rock was found
in the bed, dnd we gladl:- halted for bivouac 21

Or deepening out the well, good water flowed in at the depth of
20 inches,

The hottentot fig and a few samphire plants arc found in the
bed, butlotherwise therc is no appcarance of the watcer becing
brackish at any time of the year, and the only bushes in shape of
wood are a few nut trees and wattles, Granite is at the surface
in many places, and the soil produced by its decomposition is light,
but good,

Grass is here in the valley and over the hill tops, of good
quality.,

Marked a prickly thorn tree 21 being the largest tree,

Summit of Long Range bears from Bivouac (:) N 159 E = % mile

oct, 26 -~

Sun rose 2t 5,30 a,m., N 107 25 E,

chérai little causcs having dcetaincd us, we did not break up
the camp till &.15 when we proceceded SSE for summit of Long Range
f'rom whence the following were taken:

A4
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46.

Sonit bt g N 13 40 F - Angles to left:= hill "n"
1.52, Vuede Rocho, $ or 0O miles 22,21, Eagle Rock sumnit 23,02,
N oend of Jake MW" 12 males 32,50, South arm osalt inlel visible
in patehes in s as Lol southe us N 150,458, angle "g" hill to
bare sranite pateh = 3 nacles = 66,20, do, grassy on its west side,
Peaked hill = 17 o1 18 miles - 85.44, long round hill - 16 miles -
87.12, a small peak - 18 or 20 miles = 94,41, summit near S end
of a runge - 235 miles - 95,55, a granite ridge SE end - 5 miles -
122,08, du. summit 122,40, summit "1" = 1 mile - 108,47, sumnmit
covered with grass stawdling rom it half a mile N & NW, 2 miles
SSE, Low point lake (a) 26.20, No other part can be recognised,

- Angles to the right of "g" hill:=-

nilr "i" 3,30, gooud grassy land - 9 or 10 miles - 14,10,
low granite hill - 7 or & miles - 29,33, granite peak - 14 or 15°
miles = 30,20, round granite - 14 miles - 31,09, A wooded granite
hill - 11 or 12 miles - 36.23, a barec granite mass - 4 miles -
39,02, a round summit - % mile SE of do. 38.33, "1" summit 51.31,"1
round 54 /8 large granite hill - 14 or 15 miles - 3E end 56.40,
do summit 5?.2!,'du. NW end 59,00, Low granite hill - 16 miles -
65,30, grassy hill - 6 or 7 miles - 77,20, ridge "k" south grassy
end - 93,00, Hill "m" - 7 or 8 miles -~ N 276.40 E, :

Angles to the left of hill "m" .

To "k" range E foot - 3 miles - 1,20, do, summit - 3 miles -
11.45, do. highest summit 32,00, hill "n" - 8 or 9 miles - 2.30.

Wide plain, open and sandy between Long Range and range "k':
ridges of quartz rock upon it lic in NNE-SSW direction, which is
also the dircction of Long Range, GCood grass visible to the
distance of 4% miles in a N direction - "1" - grassy land extends
from "1" in S direction as far as S x E % E,

Quartz 1ill N 294 30 E

Widest valley, and where it appears likely the best land will
be found is on left of the round hill to the N 46 &,

9.45 - DProceeded WNW Cor quartz hill, Crosscd several
white quartz ridges and flat granite sheets, At 1 mile crosscd
a small drain to the § by W and in 3 miles at 11,0 arrived at a
larse block of quartz on Quartz Hill, from whence,

Hill "p'" bore 3 or 4 miles N 8.30 E

Hill "m" 4 267
Hill "n" ‘ ' 263.40
Red granité Hill 2k 336,30
o Summit "K" range 216,30
Large hill summit 181.50

Hill “"g" 129

Long Range Sunmit ‘ 114
Quartz Hill ridge-l‘es NNE-SSW and is steep on its western

sidé. '

"q'" granite summit 14 or 15 miles 298.50
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A glrantt o sulenll 16 o1 18 miles 4.20

Granite ol So0mwe grass
on a e 2.30

Oualrtz MALL i a == ol quartz, including some large blocks.,
11,20 - Steercd for "p" hill (lemersley Hill) N 8% E
12,30 = Arrived on a granite patch % mile short of the

hill "p". A  watcroourse at its foot dipping to the SW,

While approaching the rock some natives were secn on oul® right
apparently a man, 2 women, and 2 children, walking lecisurely towards
the hill, without sceming avware of our prescuce, We called out to
them to prevent alarm, but they all ran away, and were regardless of
our repcated invitutions Lo come to an interview, We had previously
seen the smoke of their fire from Long Range,

Walked to summit "p'" while the horses grazed on the only csmall

patch of grass visible, s
From the summit of "p" hill :-

A grassy hill 12 or 14 miles bore N 1% E
Top of a level ridge apparently
grass under hushes 3 miles 78
"t hill ' 6 or 7 239 20
"n" hill _ : 237 10
k" sunmit 6 or 7 miles’ 212 30

Very little grass to be seen, and the most being that to the
E hy N we descended and proceceded for it at 1,50 following up the
watercourse which comes from the NE by E along the S, eastern slope
of "p" - but in ) a mile scarcely any trace of a watercourse
remained, and e steered E by N through very scrubby poor forests
of gnarderuk, gneeleruk, and a white-washed gum of small growth
till 2,57, when, in 2% miles we arrived on the ridge - graaite -
containing pools of water but no grass:-

Eaglestone N 132 E, hill "g" 147, Long Rangé summit apparently
of quartz - 3 or 4 miles - 184, Hill "g" - 147, grass hill on the
ridge - 14 or 15 miles - 104 40, Low point, lake (a) 124.30,

Patch of good gruss on cast side of ridge - 1% miles - 180,

On east sidc of (@ a valley dips to S by W,

@ hill is coarse granite and whinstonc - a large sheet of it
extends bare to the North,

3.15 = Proceeded Sd for grassy land 1 mile distant, In a
hollow to the SE found a watercourse trending SSE, following which,
water wag soon found in several poeols, grass increascd in quantity
and quality, and at ');.35 in ¥ mile from 3.15 in S by I % E direction
encamped for- bivouazc 22 among good grass and plenty of running
water in the rocky stream bed. ' .
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hn,

by Cive i Wi, L, wittles: no timber, Rocky at (he =it

Cadiba S0 0 PR Lol Wi b Lane,

Vot e diber swas propardng, ascended o cluster o FOoks 1'%
.
i\ lj‘. o ST b B LRI
Lot Runge swmiy - 3E.M1105 - N-]SJBE,, hill "g”]44.ﬂU, hill

g 145,50, Eaplestoue 127,40, do, ridge NE foot 124, Low Point
Lake (&) 121 20, hidl "' 128.45,
wooded sumnit 1, miles on a ridge lying ESE - WNIY 192, bare granit.
Suneit on a ridge 16 or 18 miles -~ 162 50, Rocky summit (? highest
part of ridge "K" last left) - § mile - N 4.30, grassy hill on a
ridge 12 or 14 wiles - 101,00,

Pigeons, whitce cockatoos, and small biprds: but so wild none we
éhoL. Suil, light loam, the detritus of the granite rock

October 27,

Remained here the 27th to give horses and men a day's rest
anil to errect Ny necessary repairs, wash and mend clothes &c, dur
which the observations gave the Lat. 30° 56' S Long 3° 7' 8" E
of" Perth, ‘

Variation of compass (by a rising amplitude) 2°54'w

Much grass lower down the vallecy to the SE,
Took stock of remaining provisions, by which it appcarced there was
sufficient to last us with care until Nov, 12,
" Made corresponding arrangements for our return to the Swan Rive
by a circuitous northerly route,

Distances Lraversed ‘to date:s-

Oct. 5 6 miles Oct. 16 4 miles
6 14% miles 17 13}
7 16 18 17%
8 8 19 8%
9 104 20 9%
10 144 21 8%
11 17 22 15
12 13% o 25 13%
13 9% 24 15%
4 - 1y 25 17
i5 s 15 ' 26 13 '

'Rest on 27th, Total to date - 272 miles,
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Outobers 25, 183,

At 7.10 procecadcd on our journey: steering NNEd up the opposite
side o owr small fnl]Cy - pising gradually on E, side ol granite
ranige, '

Crosscd two =mall valleys with small watercourses in them
containiny water Siwenyg some geod grass, At 7.50 in 15 miles arrived

on a high bore grunite summit "bl"

Sumiiit. Long Range 7 miles N 190, 50E
Faglestone Rock 14 - 15 137.20
Low Pt, lake (a) 16-17 130,20
Hily """ (h?) 17 miles 151,350
Round hill on NW side of )

a wide valley of Jevel land 25 miles 43,30
A lurge hill on SE side of

same valley 20 miles 53 00
Low granite hill or rock 1 mile 70 00
Anoiher do, 1% miles 56 00

C)range lics generally SSE and NNW, high, granite, and same as which
we last slept, On its E side many patches of good grass, and grass
visible below at 1 to 2 miles distant in patches,

At 8,17 procecded NV by N : ridge dipping to NW, and at foot of
it a small watercourse dipping to NNW, A large flock_of white
cockutoos, and the first trace of a large kangaroo we have seen for
many daye.

9,15 - Emerged from a Gnarderuk forest, upon scrubby plain:
good grozsy forest land % mile to NEd: 2% miles: % mile further

to 9,30 - hill last upon 3 miles N 1464 E., Entercd forest of gnarderuk

and gnecleruk,

9,40 - Y% mile: a watercourse to East, rising up from which, on
opposite side, was a low quartz ridge lying NNE and SSW,

10.0 - In % mile awatercourse to NEd. A long ascent to 10.45,
24 miles: when on sunmit of a ridge of Ironstonc: over licht soil
dipping Ed,

Granite hill - 6 or 7 miles - N 11 E,
Detained Y hour repairing damage to a saddle,
11.0 - NW by N.
11,15 = Can” Lo northern pitch of rising ground: clear ~
view in advance for Y milc:-
'~ Granite hill "¢" - 8 or 9 miles N 302 30E
4 1y wgh 6 or 7 miles 292
g "o g 6 14 30




mud prassy cseadd Lo bl o~ 1Y ndles 24
' Critaarid & bkl haeke & miles 281
11,20 = Procecded conards hill "e" N 57% W,
11,50 = Loutlfe; werescourse Lo NE,
12,17 = 2 piles: =crabby platn or gnarderulk forest land

wWith patches wiassy sgull watercourse to Wd,  Some good red and be
lowi, in which waier lodses Juring rain in nuinerous holes, Native
huot.s o old date scattervd about,

12,30 = haited 'orr neon observation of barometer, Halfl a

| mile since 12,17,

12,45 - DProcecvaed MW by W: a small watercourse to SWd,
1.0 - Y wilce further close on patch of excellent grass

land at summit ol an ascent @ about 300 acres visible and extendin:
further to southward than we could perceive., Beyond it good brown
loam on level suriace, open forest, occasional belts of cypress
thickets, and, as we advanced, a great deal of a prickly bush with
a leafl resembling that of the prickly pear, but % inch wide,

At 2,20 - Were in centre of « dry lagoon 250 yards in diamete
covered with samphire and a very shallov bed. Land exceedingly lo
all round it, and an outlet, or inlet, on its NE side leading to a

smaller lake close to N side of the first: 3% hilcs since 1 p.m.

1
Findingz no grass on SIE side

and from "'c sumnit ¥ a mile,

”cl" hill, which is a bare steep ma
of granite, we halted ncar its E foot, where by digeging in the wmoi
green ground, water was rceadily obtained for our purposes, The

grass here was good, but notvery extensive, Ascended summit "c "

1

Broad granite hill of considerable
elevation (”b1”?) 10 miles N 137 E,
Sunmit of high granite range 17-18 miles N 154 30 E
Peaked granite summit of a range 16 miles 160 30
Round granite hill: congiderable
at SW end of a range 9 or 10 miles 170 45
A brocken quartz hill 2 niles 175 30
West end of a low woody range 15 or 16 miles 182 30
A long granite hill, not very high
(”ri"?%v 6 wiles 198
Low granite hill on East arm
from a higher granite ridge 4% miles 216 20
Summit of last named ridge 7 miles 220
Lake (bh) centre % a mile 53
hill "e" grass on.its SE and SW
sides or fectl 2 miles 349 40
Lake (c¢) Western visible end,
(151 time S('.'t'.l'l] 4 miles 3 30
nearest part lake (c) 3 miles 7 30
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} - b ,



Lake (¢) can be vieed by o sumphive bed as far Ed as 2L miles N 14 B
Fron vwhich a vastey secas Lo Groend round sE, 5 and Sw Lo Jlake (b).
Wooded rise neur the W cud ol
a ridge _ 13 = 14 miles 556 15
Clump of trees on a bLare
glranite ridgo v

14 wiles 77 10

hill "aa" (grassy at its west .

fout) 2% miles 3435 00
"CI'" ridge extends to W by N and from W end of it is another,
smaller. 1/3 miJe to the MV of it and lyinz N and S. "Ci" is a
mass ol coarse granite,

5.35 p.m. =~ lNaving dined, proceeded N by W for hill "c¢", over
" rather tolerably level land, scrubby, but good red snil, In an
hour halted near W foot of "C1", where ground was very moist and
érass green Ffom drainage from the hill.

About 100 yards off is a hole in the level flat rock bhelow, in
which was a depth of about 2% feet of water, where the natives
appear to have resorted for purpose of killing pigcons etc, while

drinking.
From summit of "¢" hill -
Sunset . N 267 45E
L e " 2 miles 171
Long Range Suut, 161 15
Granite Mill 9 or 10 miles 90
Laxe (c¢) visible 3 miles 25
and 1 mile 80

Lakz (d) visible % mile
N 87 E and 1 mile N 110 E

Lake (d) NW-SE 2/3 mile long

Lake (c) N and S 1

A Wooded Summit . 7 miles N 358 E
Hill "ca" % mile - NW

Body of a White Lake

beyond (¢) 24 miles N 42 E
Body of a Whifc Lake

beyond (c) 1% miles 57

a round hill 7 to 10 miles 184 30

Sun having set, objects very obscure,

There is good grass 1l around "¢" hill to the distance of Y% to
% of u mile, as also between "c" and "ca" - some of it the hest we
have scen since leaving the Avon, The 11ill is a huge mass ol coarse
granite with a rounded summit, and is steep on the SW side. The
opuosite or SE side is high and stcep at the middle, which presents
a concuve outliue, ‘

steep
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There ore Few Loshos ot teecs around it, the former nut and wattlo=,

the litter o rows i barhed sem growing like the York gum, ond scalia
off the upper paia of its burk first, Soil the usual JTight loam

of these cpranitoe vicinities,

Sumpit of € hill Crom bhivouace 25 1/3 mile N 34 W
N

Marked a tred ({;;

Oct. 29

8. a.m., - Proceeded round NE foot "c" and ascended Yeal
from whence the lakes uppearcd to take a general direction of
NW and SE,

High hill : sumt. Long Range?
("K"? highcest SW osuumit) 17 or 18 miles N 170 20E

Low hill ("d"?) 7 or 8 miles 171 30

W oend "C1" hill (is under
long range summit?

A high sumnit ("k"?) 20 miles 161

Top of a long ridge - .
1evel (2 "Bi") (? quartz hill) 17 or 18 miles 157 40
Low hill 1% _ 180
Round topped hill? (quarcz?-

in line witly a granite summit, ¢ OF 8 miles 183 30

on same ridge as 180° hill,)

8.45 - Stecered NW and NW by N through much thick scrub

3% miles.,

10.05 s Granite top, over ridge 5 miles N 154 OOC
Granite 11ill 4% 150
il "ca" 3% 136 30
high granite hill 15 or 16 166 30
10,25 - In 1 mile more, scrubby land, Crossed a broad gras

but shallow, waterdrain, dry, from a granite rock % mile to the
NC with grass around it,

10.55 - 1 mile NI, through nuch thick scrub: a watercoursc
from NW by N, then forest land,

11.55 - 1% miles. through mostly very thick scrub and brush
A watercourse, smill and dry, to Ed : through forest Jand: light
prown loawm. Quartz vein lying NNE and 8SSW, 100 yards broad, mixcd
with granite.

12.15 = % a wmile further : clese thicket. Came on an open
hollow with a dry watercourse in it dipping NE. % milc to SE on a
loxer level, quartz rocks visible, with granite near then, llaltec

to observe alt, of mercury in barometer, in a clump of gneeleruk

. o
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Ciees sical thee coatopreuarse. 30 rfeet below level of ridge tu Nvd,

Mo Sty tov, whom oo had desputelhed lower down Lt o look Cor
water i Ghe wegnt Le hay i-n;.: reported a drey native well Yo wmile
distontl  duony sewe grags ffor our horses, we removed there Lo
dine, ond spewt Lhe warm2st part of a hot day.

Talg watercourse assumes a more decided character than any
we have Fallen in with Ltoday before,

Que well nol having performed its promize, and yielding us
only a quurt of muddy water in a couple of hours, we saddled,
and at 3 p.m, proceceded to trace the watercourse down a little
way to the NEd und Ed 5 a mile, when it dissipated in broad
swémpy ground, very dry, anl we gave up further search,

3,15 = Proceeded NW through much thick scrubhy country
scarcely penetrable to .

3.52 = when, in 1 mile emerged upon a more open country
in as much as scrub only 6 feet high, Appearance being very thick
indeed to NW we stecred West,

4.12 - Y% a mile: a small dry watercourse to Nd, with a
sandy bed: close forest, wooruk, gnarderuk, gneeleruk.

4.21 = % a mile further: a watercourse in a thicket
dipping to SE, Aflter passing through a very thick scrub to 5.55
p.m. in 2% miles, crossed 2 small watercourses dipping to NW,
and in 200 yards, a larger one : the whole appearing to unite
a mile to the Sd, Followed the last down SSE,SSW, .%S, for % mile:
dissipated. Stcered SW at 6.15 to 6.30,% mile: then WSW % a milc:
symptoms of grass obscrved among the bushes and small trees.
Searciedround the ncighboufhood, but found all so scrubby and
thick, we were likely to fare worsc by procecding, Therefore, aé
the sun now disappcared, we halted for the night, with unavailing
regrets at being unable to find any water for our thirsty horses,
To the bipeds of the party a pint a piece was sparcd out of a very
small supply we had been cnabled to carry with us,

It may now be concluded we have left the granite country to
the eastward, only a foew small flat sheels having heen seen
during the curly part of the day, as if lingering (o maintain 105
place.

The country instcad has been closely wooded with timber of
small growth. in some places open with a light sandy soil, and
in others very thiekly beset with close thickets or brush, among
which the prostiate dead timber lies in all directions, and much
impcdeslthe traveller's progress, Greatest part of this fallen
timber has becn prostrated by SE winds, giving an additional

174
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pitosl’ o Thaelr o Casatinad uree,
Tiver states o thiing = hos prevented our secing goncrally more
Lhan o mide = and sosclomes ot 20 yurds - on civher siuc of our
route but the coud iy sodies now r? be dipping to the Westward.
Marked a low wourul, Lrec {ﬁ‘\; amd while doing so indulied

in the hope that vwe should not have another bivouac so bad,

oct, 30
At 6,52 proceoded on our journey, steering W by N,
Crossed over an open scrubby plain, and at 7,25 in 1) miles passed
a small sheet of granite with a few tufts of grass about it,

Passing on through a scrubby thicket, in % mile, at the sunmit
of a risc, we camc Lo another granite sheet of larger dimensions,
Lying SW and NI, and in it a deep hole of good water, which was
gladly welcomed - by our horscs especially.,

llere we watercd, filled all empty vesscels, and at 8,15 proceed
W by N,

This well secems Lo be a great resort of natives for the double
purpose of procuriiyg water, and killing pigeons and parrots as they
come to drink, In the well a kylee 5;::Q3 and a dow-art <——————
were found, which had becn used for the ahove purpose, and close
to it an old broken spear, Old fire-places were also obscrved,

8.58 —= 1 mile, much thicket. Steered WX N for more open
land in advance, Dcsbending gradually over open plain of low scrub
for 2% miles to 9.45 when we changed suddenly from a light sandy
soil sprinkledovith ironstonce gravel, to good red loam and cxcellen
grass in a forest of living and dead gnardceruks of small growth., T
vein runs NE and SW, _

Procceding % of a mile W% N across it, a dry watercoursc came
from the NE. Followed it down SW, average direction, and 2t 10,10
1 mile, the stream hed having spread out and the grass terminated
at a4 thicket, we halted for the benefit of, the horses, ‘

Dined, and moeried a white barked gum tree <:>

2,25 = DProcceded SW oto ascertain a lititle more respecting
the stream bed, in !} a mile, no appearance of any, proceeded W Y N

% mile morce cwerped upon a very extensive open plain, sandy

and in
soil covered-with low scrub and coarse rushy grass,
Thrce emus and several young ones, but although one of them

offered a good opportunity of making our acquainfance by walling up

us, she decamped at speed before properly within shot,
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fve native toares Glou saoked up to SW ror a few minutes au j
signe s probo. i to coch other, of our having been perceived by f
them, E
4.15 = b 4 miles over these plains - which are 5 or 6 at ;
leasd Do widtlh, coame to W end o’ a long narrow vein of" forest land i
in woici was o chincee ol finding water, But quite dry. ’
Sk omile to clear ground, then W% N,  Thick scrub descending
to swampy holiuvw on right: through thick scrub: then, at 5.35 on an
open extensive down - light soil and low scrub, Steered NW by W for
clear way., 3 miilcs W% N: % mile NW by W: then at 5.52 Wk N % mile
NW Y mile then $W % mile to round a thicket on right,
6.20 = W5 N, % mile to 6,30 to top of rise through very 5

thick scrub: then forest land somewhat more open, Scrubby downs
and close thickets 1 mile to 6.55

Found then a gnow's nest, which we took the liberty to open and
relicve of 6 fine eggs, and proceeded Nd for the bottom of a hollow
as onc last hope of finding cither feed or water for our horses,

In % mile arrvived among the small trees and brushwood below,
where there was a little very coarse dry grass, but no water, Here
we were compelled to halt at )4 past seven,

During the night an attempt was made to find water by digging
in a shallow stream bed % mile to the NE, but at the depth of 5 feet
further progress was stopped by rock, and the effort was abandoned,
The soil at that depth was somewhat moist, Soil in vicinity of our
bivouac, tolerable red loam, Timber, wooruk, mallart, spcarwattle

and other brush,

Marked a wooruk <:>>

Oct, 31

At daylight we welcomed the appearance of rain from dark
.clouds brought up by a frcsh northerly wind., But, with the exceptioni

of a few drops, it did not perform its promise,

We had % a pint of water a-piece from our keg,

At 7.25 proceeded W5N for purpose of pushing through so bad a
region before the horses should kneck up.

8.45 = 2! wiles, Through very thick scrubby forest land,
‘Camc to open scrubby plain: sandy light soil: % mile across. Then
thizk forest land and scrubby plains mostly on lightly undulating
land,

10,15 -~ 3 miles. Duy warming and sultry: men very faint.for |

want off water: iscued 1 ¢ill of mixed grog cach,



50,

10.5% =  ln 1owile wore, large salt lakes - dry - N 6 or 7
i de, ompde ot steered WRW in hope of crossing a watercoui-:
to U takes, Sorubby: Yomile to 11,15, Obscerved a patch of granite
on il oside on opposite s ible of valley (N 281 E 4 or 5 miles) throu.

a volley on thiy <ide off which, white sand from the large lake can be
tracce to WAW, Stecred W by N,

1i.45 = 1% milcs through scrub came to an arm of the salt
lake obhovementicied, lying N and S, A large native hut, constructed
of bourshis and cupubice ol holding 5 or 6 had rccently been constructed
on the L shore,

Searched up and down - all dry - samphire and sand,

Procceded W by N across several small lakes, dry - partially
covered with samphice encrusted with salt and generally communicating
with cach other by narrow channels, Brcadth of the whole, about a
mile, Some of the beds were damp - and the whole moist, but on
scraping away the upper surface of soft loamy clay, hard stiff stony
s0il succecded at 7 or 8 inches which it would have required a
pickaxc to penetrate,

T!i2 opposite rise of 1% miles was over very scrubby land with
. so0il consisting occasionally of good red loam, or of yellow sand
sprinkled with ironstone, We then arrived at the granite rock we
had scen from the opposite side of the valley, and were much gratifie
at finding not only some good grass at its foot, but a native well
of cxcellent water close to the south corner.

Our camp was immediately pitched for the day, and gladness once
more oversprewd! the sunburnt features of the men who had become
exccedingly despondent and spiritless at the nature of the country
we had launched into, Necither were they cheered by the reflection
that a quart of water was all that remaincd in one keg,

~ Closeé to the well was a small shelter which had been constructed
with boughs by the natives for the purpose of concealing them in
ambush while they laid wait for bhirds &c going to drink,

Birt with the exception of a very few small birds, two gnows,
some parrots and paroquets and one white cockatoo (or cholkel-yok-el)
which was seen in the valley of the salt lakes, the fcatherced race
seem ncarly to haeve deserted the country,

No traces ol' kangaroo yet, but those¢ of emu have been abundant
especially on the salt plains and lakes, and their bones are
scattered about the bhushes at our bivouac from the remainsof the
repasts of° the natives,

We haye fallen in with several nests of the gnow, in close
scrul:by tHickctﬂ. but none containing eggs, We are now sufficicently

acaaind el with 1hese neshs Lo know thal tChose containine coos are
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Now thut we hiyve waCe i pol amolgst the granite, it is
to be hoped thee w1l be cews improvement in the country,
Ia the morsie o siwadl run of water was observed to

trickle oat trure cruck in the grunite rock, which the heat
of vesterday aftoreoon's sun had prevented being visible at

the time ag halted.,
Marked a white gum tree *<:>

Nov. 1, 1836,

Our horses derived the greatest benefit from the improve-
ment in the naivure of their quarters, and came to the saddle
in the morning full of life and spirit.

Having fillced all our cmpty vesscls, amountingz to about 5
gallons, we resua*d cur journcy at 7.355 steering W % N.

In ' mile came to a gnow's nest which furnished us with 7
cggs, and immediately afterward emerged from the close thicket
in which it was stationed, to open plains or downs clear of
trees but covered with low scrub in a light sandy soil,

9,20 - 1In 2% miles entecred forest land again, small
gnarderuk trees &c. Some appearance of grass in small patches,
1 mile forest and thicket, then scrubby open land and thicket
alterﬁatcly. Traces appearcd of kangaroo,

10,10 - 1In 2% miles cntered upon open scrubby downs of
considerable extent, Wooded higher land 1) miles to S,

~ Visible summit of the land beyond plain,W4S 3 miles, Traces of

Kangaroo more numerous and 5 white bhirds Tlying Jow; apparently
chokel-yok-els, flcw past to the SW, In middle of this plain
we started 5 large kangaroos, being the first seen since the -

‘of October,

At 11,20 -~ In 3 miles cntered wood a few hundred yards
wide, then scrub and a wide open plain, l

11.55 = 1% miles, Then W by § 1 mile to appearance of
grass at bottom of a hollow dipping to SSW. On reaching it at
12,15, no grass, the deception having been caused by the fire
having laid more bare the ycllow candy soil sprinkled with
ironstone, Halted to ohserve barometer,

12,30 - DProceeded WsN

1.25 - In 2 miles emecrged from close -scrubby thicket
upon open sandy down covered with low scrub,

1.52 = In 1)Ymiles over open plain, reached treces on top
of a ridge of ifonstOnC'grnvcl, whizh then rapidly descended:
gnarderuk forest.

2.10 = In % mile came out on open plain, A wide valley
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58,

3,15 - 205 miles WLN, and W by N, Steered WAW for a
cleal* view 1'rom next ridge,
3.50 -~ U oadle.  Came Lo verge of scrubby thicket up to
next range ol viec, wul perceiving no sign ol grass except on
opposite side of valley vo the Nd and the af'ternoon wearing
away, we steered N 352 E ffor an clevation on the range where
girass seemed to exist awmong some trees to the westward of the
patch before scen, and distant 5 or 6 miles, Proceeded at

5.45 = passed through much scrub and close thicket: at the
end o' a mile pasgsed through some good grass in a small clump d
trecs, but not exceeding 3 acres, and after scrambling through 2
milas off the closest and most prickly scrub we have yet
encountered we came out on the open plain at summit of which the

. grass had been scen, Up a gentle ascent of 2 miles the summit

was at length rcuched just as the sun was dipping behind the hills,
and we halted at an old dry native well, about 5 feet decp, where
there was some very fair grass, The well was deepened to about

8 fcet, when further progress was arrcsted by J large rocks,

among the crevices of which it was tantalising to feel there was
water which could not be got at.

Timber, which crowns these heights, is a species of gum
trees with a green inner bark and rough outer coat which pcels
of{" first upwards, They fork out very low, like the York gum
or tworta, and have often been met with before by us, One,
under which we slept, and which had been a long time ago marked

- in two places by the natives, now rcceived from us the additional

mark

Much granite of coarse ‘texture appears all round our camp,
The smaller wood consists of various wattles, many of them of a
prickly nature, a few trees of the York nut, which we have not
scen for many days, and the prickly poor scrub which we have
always found in great abundance ncar salt lakes, and which
punished us not a little today in forcing our way the last 3 or
4 miles,

Nov, 2 -

Early this morning foragers were about, searching for water,
and lleffron proved the successful man by discovering a small hole
in a granite rock, containing enough to replenish our kegs and to
give the’hQPHCS,a gallon apiece. It necd not be added that we did
not leave a drop in the hole that could be bailed out. Pigeons wer

numerous about it, and daylight had been ushered in by more of the



Waterit:e the horse. having detained us a little, we dicd
net preak uap Uhie cumb utcdl) 8.45 when we steered our joutncy
W LN in the hore ol Tanding more water on the range upon which
we had halted,

Lmawe dlately al'ter sterting o=

A wooded sumuit beyond a plain "p" 8 or 9 miles N 191 E

9.0 = 1lu % mile reom bivouac a high round hill wooded
suminit 25 miles "q" - N 231 45E,

9,25 =~ in 1} miles = t'rowm a granite pautch on § slopc of

a4 ridge - sﬁw high land to the westward across slightly waving
open plains and intermediate ridges:-
nill "q" 24 miles (? 15
or 16) N 231 E
Pcak """ 35 miles 242
Northern bluff "s" 32 miles (? 23 or
: 24) 254 07
Southern bluff "s" 32 miles 257
Peak "s1" 33 miles 259
S, end of "s" range - 250 30
N. end of " " : . 261
Summit "s" 35 (7 25) - 253 30
Other elevated land visible
its summit about 40 miles Sd of "r'" peak 245 30

High land visible Nd of "s"
range: its summit 30 miles 283

Bottom of valley to the Sd:
2)% mile dist., extending W by
N and E«bhy S: "p" hill on
the opposite side - 7 or 8 miles N 183 45 E
9.48 - Proceceded S 77 W towards '"s'" southern bluff: 2
miles over clear scrubby plains: then thickets, very close and

difficultl of passage,

11,05 - 3% miles. A granite rock and grass on opposite
sidz of valley - N 175 E = 2 miles, A '
11.40 - In % mile more through scrub:
Southern bluff of "s" N 256% E
12.40 -~ by watch - Halted in a close thicket for noon
observation of bharometer: 2 miles since 11,40
12.50 - Proceeded W by S % mile, Descended § by W, and in

200 yards came to edge of extensive samphire flats about )5 a mile
wide. Procceded % mile, then steered W by S, W, W by N, and W
by S. '

1% miles’oﬁliquely across the flats: arrived then at a little coars:

grass among the low scrub, and halted at 1.55 to pass the heat of
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ey cryr dined, we recomnenced our journey at 5,40 W Ly S
AL eid U a nide = ab 6,10 A by WLV for white appearance like
grassy pliaines 5 oor O owmiles distant on a lower level, Down a
graduidl descont thrcaded o very extensive maze of spearwattle and
other brustvuod T «a 4'5 miles when the day had closcd in and we
were in the medst olt a sca of scrub and bhrush., among which at
Limes much wacer Jedges, and which it was not desirable we should
get out of,

Coming to much fallen timber of small size, crossing and
recrossing itscelf, we made for some gum trees Lo the Ed, and at
7.45 in Y% mile we halted for the night among them where a little
grass of coarse quality was found, but no water,

. Country here, and throughout the af'ternoon, low and ncarly
level, and during some wet scasons retaining water at the surface
in numerous small lakes a few inches deep, the clay hottoms of
which are now dry and cracked, The intermediate spaces have many
large ant hills upon them, communicating with cach other by
nunicrous clear lines resembling pathways.,

During our.descent, pigcons were very abundant: bespeaking the
near presence of water: and wattle birds and other small kinds of
the feathered racce ushered in daybreak in tolerable numbers,

Nov, 3 =~

At 6,45 resumed our journcy steering W by N,

7.5 = In % mile emerged from the close scrub to the open
plain for which we had steered W by S, Found them covered with low
écrub and light sand, and were much disappointed at finding the

"grassy appearances"

with which we had ventured to flatter oursclves
were nothing more than extensive open'spaces covered with a white
flowering shrub, such as grows on the sandy uplands on the townsite
of Perth, :
At 7.27 in one mile saw hill "q" - 14 or 15 miles - N 180% E.
8.15 = 2% miles WX S had eﬁtercd scrubby wood.

stecered N 236% E for "s" South Bluff, ’

8.30 -~ In )% mile more S 56 W :—.
"s'" South Bluff 5 miles (? 9 or 10) N 236 O I
"s1" peak 5% 238 15
Small peak at N shoulder 5% 241 30
"s" North Bluff 5% ° 229 50
"s" summit 6 228
"s"south pitchof range 6 224,
"p'" peak: round in this view 6 miles 219 20
Sumt, on .{U‘.\'CI" Tand 9 209 50 ¥



9,7 =~ In 1% miles entered close thicket,
While on last plain two kangaroos were scen: and two of the birds
called chok-cl-yok-cl, onc of which was shot by one the wmen:

numerous kangaroo tracks,
-+

9.48 = 1n 3 mile threugh very thick brush and fallen timber,
country more open and some grass among small rough-barked gum
trees,

10.5 =~ From an open plain: sandy: sérubby: % mile:

"g" hill 16-18 miles N 149 59 E

"s'" S, Bluff 3% miles 236 45
In lower part of the plain, many places were water stands during .
rains,

i ’ 10.45 - 1% miles further, Observed altitude of barometer

in about lowest purt of the plain, from which we ascended to the
base of thec range, ,

Here, very thick scrub among young gnarderuk trces commenced,
and, together with a great quantity of fallen timber and young
gnarderuk saplings growing very close together, almost defied our
passage, Ironstonc increased as we advanced, and at E foot of 'sl1"
pealc there was a stcep valley - the surface covered with ironstone,
which had also coloured the soil deep red, '

Slate occurred higher up, mixed with granite, quartz, 'whinstone
and ironstone, stcep and broken, the slate dipping to the N at an
anzle of about 75 degrces with the horizon, Ironstone occupied the

summit, which was very steep to the south,
1"

From "s" Southern Bluff:

Chain of small sandy dry lakes

to distance of . _ 5 miles N.17 E

Large dry lake: sandy bed 3% miles 258%

} 4 miles 280

Opening in do, necarest shore 279

Sumt. of thickly wooded land :

"u" % mile beyond 1lake 6 272

Hill "t T oy 14 or 15 270Y%

Sandy linc, as if water channcl

trending to WAW 3% miles 229

Another part of do, A S 218
. "s" North Bluff % 197

" Summit 1 196

" South pitch B B : 183

£ Lower summit near S end

of the range ' 3 130%

"' summit . 3% 168Y%

Large, but not very high summit i5 or 16 161

"q" hill 8 or 9 1144
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A small valley commences at SW foot of South Bluff 100

yards and extends grassy to SW, W, and NW, to the plain: narrow
(site of our dinner halt this day.) |
Round woodcd summit of a considerable ridge - 30 - 225 45
Another wooded summit, larger _ ' 227 40
General direction of ridge seems to be about NE by N and SW by
S. Grassy land ol smull extent among small trees at 2% miles N 320 E
A line of sand like a watercourse is traceable from do, in a SW
direction towards large lake,
A small grassy patch - 1% miles at E margin of a wood - N 267

"s" range for %o 1 mile,

E. A belt of thick scrub surrounds
Numerrous native f'ires swmoking up in the NE and NW horizons,
peak '"sl" not scrubby - 1/8 mile about NW

Descended and dined 1/6 mile SW from "s" South Bluff, where gras

was thick and good, but the horscs were too much in want of water to

cat, and our valley was almost entirely shut out from the breeze,

Search having been made for water, some was fortunately found lo
down, and at 4.50 we procecded for it SWd down the valley, which was
steep, abrupt, and rocky, but contained on its slopes very good grass
The rocky bed Or a water-course which wound through it was quite dry
until we arrived - in % mile - at two or three small holes among the
rocks where water had been held up in Smﬁll quantitics by not finding
vent by which to drain,

Conceiving that enough for our purﬁose might be obtained in the
neighbourhood we halted here at 5,30 and bLefore dark had filled all
empty vessels, and given our horses a gallon apiece - that being the
extoant to which it could be procured,

Further search below for a couplq of miles proved unsuccessful,
nor was any found in the valleys on either side,

During the night one of our empty cavities filled up to the bfim

and another become considerably replenished, .



L.

inthility to procecd further, I deitermined on remaining here on the
4Alth Lo give thuem wd the men a day's rest, and to enable the latter
Lo repair their clothes and shoes, which had been nearly torn off
thom,

The watcrlwles pvoduﬁcd us enougzh to give the animals about
3 gallons each per day, and one was evidently a spring,

Pigeons, whitc, and black cockatoos, chokel-yokels, small
parrots etc, resorted here in considerable numbers to benefit by it,
and from the difficulty we had in frightening them from the neigh-
bourhood notwithstanding a continued running fire all day, at times
it would appear as if this was the only water procurable by them
on this hill,

A native dog also came to driﬁk, but on seeing us he gave a
howl and decamped, Their traces are vcery numerous, as also that of
kangaroo, and of natives, The fires of the latter have been blazing
.up and smoking very cxtensively in the SW and NW,

Nov, 4

Observation for latitude by double altitudes gave
Lat. 30° 43! S
Long., 2 03 57" East of BRerth
Variation of the compass by a setting amplitude being .....
Having examinced and re-stowed provisions, an issue was made
for four days, which enabled me to lighten the loads of the horses
by leaving behind a pair of worn out saddle bags, as well as 2 of ou
oiled . canvas squares which had been very much torn and chafed in
the scrubs we have passed through.
Marked a York gum tree

Nov, 5

The horses showed gratifying signs of having benefited by t he
day's rest, although considerble regret was felt at our inability
to give them as mach water -luring the 24 hours as t hey would
willingly have taken at one pull, We must, however, continue to do
as before, from necescity, and hope soon to fall in with more.
Carrying with us a stock of pigcecons for the day, and draining
all waterholes to their last drop, we rcsumed our.journey at 7.40
steering NW with watercourse for 1/3 mile, then 1 mile NW by W
(watercourse taking off to N,) and at 8.13 came to NE side of a dry
- sandy lake 300 yards in diameter:‘Samphire in bed, which is shallow:
‘coarse ;ushy grass-on bank. |

/
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N by W 1 mide: saw lake (L) to westward, Steered W Yomile:
scrubby, occuasionully open: yellow and white sandy soil,

9,0 - Ehtcrcd on margin of lake (t): 2 miles in diameter,
Procecded W 1% mites to 9,306 across shortest chord of lake on its

e d

norcthern side:=

“Ms'™ South Blurt 4 miles N 101 E
"s1" peuk ' 95 10
"s" North Bluff 4% miles 116 13
Summit 120 30
"p! . 6 or 7 133 20
Distant Summit 8 or 9 144 15
High point on N sidc of
Lake (t) 1 mile 85 30

Lake (t) surroundced by a belt of casuarina growing on low bank
upon which was a little grass. Lake long since dry, Centre part
1% miles in diameter, glistening with salt on firm clay bed:
remainder, samphire round the margin, in NW edge of which, above
becarings were taken and bharometer observed,

9.50 - Proceeded W up a hollow: low and grassy, by which .
the surplus waters of the lake in very _rainy wcather seem to

~drain westward,

In % of a mile an old native well was found, and a few yards
from it, another 5 fcet deep, by deepening which, we got water a
foot lower and haltcd Lo water the horses,

Some f'ragments of red earth(wilgy)remained by side of the well
in a piece of bark, being part of a quantity the natives had used for
ornamenting tihtemselves with, Near the spot Mr Smythe reported
having seen 10 huts togcether, Several trees in the vicinity had been
marked by the natives, and one had been cut much about the bark
within 2 or 3 days for the purpose of extracting grubs,

Timber in the valley, which is a very gentle one, corsists of
white and York gum, jam, and scveral kinds of wattle not €o prickly
as usual, Marked a white gum in the valley <> about 40 yards E
of the well, several pieces having already becen cut out of it by the
natives,

_ Around Lake (t) it is worthy * of remark that we have seen no
gnarderuk trees, and it is to he hopcd that we have got westward of
their limit, :

Having to water the horses out of a tin saucepan we were detainc
until 11,30 when the W course was.resumed up the valley until, in -

% a mile, it opened out upon low level round east foot of hill "u",
covered with.scrub and clumps of spear wattle.

Hill "u" is wooded along its sides and ridgesl At noon we passe¢
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apparcntly to SW, LEatcensive open plains closce to us ahecad, and
coame voaeded pisine pegutsd 1omile to the XNd,

Halted to obscrve barometer, Some large kangaroo,

12,50 - RCsumed W Course, Cockatoos,

1,20 = In 1% miles came to a. topec of small casuarina trees
'in a slight hollow in the plain, the receptacle of water in wet
weather, Atope of trees on a rising ground S 42 W at 2 miles:
another N 32 E, 1 mile: all clse open scrubby plain barec of trees,

At 2,0 p.m, in 1% wmiles over scrubby open plain, had a view
in advance and rcar, and took following angles:-

"s" South Bluff 7 or 8 miles N 95 25 E
Angles to right:-
To "s" North Bluff 7 30!
"o hill ... 3% miles 3 15
"s" summit 9 50
"r'" hill 18 25
South sunmit "s" 10 miles 25 20
"s" §, ft of range ' 2T &3
"q" hiil ... - 15 - 16 miles 37 03
Small "q'" one mile beyond 37 54
"q" range S, foot . : 39 15
hill tope % mile 82 00
Angles '"s" south Bluff to Left:-
To "sl1'" peak 3 00
"s" range N, foot 5 24
casuarina tope 1% miles T 42
Cabbage tree tope 1 mile 13 45
Wooded height on plain = 2 miles 28 00
"v'' range, N, foot | 15 or 16 miles N281 50E
Angles to the left: _ | ;
"y!" summit : 3 30
v South foot ' 4 14
"w'" hill 18-20 miles 7 of
"EN hill 6 or 7 miles 11 %2
"¢" summit 6 miles 13 38
"t" South foot 17 25

* 13 fires of the natives smoking up around us at various

distance from 5 to 12 miles off, and a.large one on this side hill "r"
about a mile from our bivouac 29, tdward which a party is probably
proceeding, £

' At 2,15 proceeded W for hill "t": open scrubby downs but not

so thick as farthcr east, In course of our progress we rcncwed

acquaintance for the first time on our westeriy course. with the whitn

T
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with the cabbuge vreee, and finally the grass tree: the nature ol the

L]
3

country having altogether changed since we left range "s"
2% miles changed course to SSW for grass, and in

3.20 - In
Yomile reached a small rushy lagoon 80 or 90 yards in diameter, moist
in the lower lech.un hard clay soil, On the castern side some grass
presented itself, and we halted at 3.50 Lo dine and rest the horscs,
intending to bivouac at hill "t", 4 or 5 miles in advance,

The well was deepened out to 6 fecet and produced a little
water but so scanty a supply our horses got but very little, and at
6.15 we procecded West,

Timber in vicinity of the lake chierly York gum and wondo,
and the first tea-tree we have met steering westwards,

Large kangaroos very numerous, White cockatoos about, and
2 of them killed,

' The lake sceems much resorted to by the natives who have marke
several of the trees and burnt the dead leaves of one within the last
2 days, probably uas signal fire: 2 of their old huts still remain,

Over open scrabby plains of light sandy soil, upon which a
good quantity of course rushy grass was mixed together with some of a
finer but wiry nature, we traversed 3 miles when t he sun disappcared,
and no appearance of' grass or water was visible,

The ridges were wooded and thick, but the ironstone gravel
with which the lower surface was covered, led to the belief
they were composcd of the same material,

In another 1% miles the day had entirely closed in, and we hai
descended a scrubby ridge into the valley beyond, about 1% miles from
the summit of "t' hill, where a watercourse of considerable size was
found trending to the WSW, and appérently dipping in that direction,
Much samphireand asalt pool 6 yards by 4 gave little hope of our
finding f'resh water, but as we had no altervative, and there was some
little grass in the vicinity, we halted at 7.55 and pitched our camp.

As soon as the Lorses had been tethered, attempts were made
in various promising places to procure water by digging, but whenever
any oozed in it was very brackish, and we were obliged to be content
with a small issue from the keg., In the morning the water that had
oozed into the wells was salt,

Marked a York gum tree

Timber in vicinity, chiefly wondo or white gum, with a
mixture near the river of casuarina, York gums, jam tree and wattle,

Soil light yellow brown colour,

Nov, 6 =~
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6,55 = Procuaded in general direction S by W tracing doun
the stream bed, which occupivd an average width of 9 or 10 f'eet whero
it could be defined, but generally spread itself out on a widcr space
covered with nmwch samphire, and lined with dwarf casuarina trees and
tea=-tree brueh, Somc “grass on the banks, but that on the castern side
very narrow,

In the bed, decomposing ironstone showed itself in rock., As we
proceeded, several salt pools were m2t with, and at 7.20 in a mile from !
the bivouac, we had tie satisfaction to meet with a shallow fresh one '
about 12 yards long and > wide - the remains of onc which had been twice
the size and 3 feet deep, The banks were 5 feet high, broken by ironStcn»l
rock of red and light ycllow intermizxed and were lined with tea-tree
brush. The noses of our thirsty horses werc quickly immerscd in this
the first open pool of fresh water we had falled in with since .......
while all our empty vessels were replenished, and at 7.48 our journey
.was resumed down the stream bed which had now assumed the character
and form of what in Australia is usually dignified by the name of river,
Several small grassy lhollows were here tributary to it, and the country
was improving. _

In the river bed, which was soft soil, the prints of old and
young emus, and of kangaroos of all sizes were very abundant.

Hill "t" - 2 miles - N 292 E, '

Soon afterwards a native hut of very recent construction,

‘thatched with grass trce tops, and near it, trees latecly barked, Many "
native huts, _

8.10 - In % mile S by W, and % mile SSE junction of a |
tributary with the main stream, in which are many pools of good water, |
200 yards on left. % mile, then S by W 200 yards, SW 100 yards South, To
the east, close to river, extensive open downs, To the west, wondo
forest, Plenty of water in frequent pools,

1 mile to the west, a broken yellow cliff on the hill side.
Ducks increasing in number, River tortuous, in émall windings, i

8.50 - 1In 1% miles since 8,10 crosscd to left bank steering |
S % mile to 9.8, Came to a bend of river to north, Small knoll on
the plain NE by E 1) miles distant,

9.38 - On an open plain 2 miles from rising ground, SSW wooded.
at summit, 1% miles from rising ground S by E, and % mile from tributary
to a watercourse, Steered ESE for apparent valley of river, 1% miles
since 9,8, j '

9.53 = )% mile ESE, crossed to rivers left bank, a valley
coming from SE, Tracpd W, W byN, and NV 1% miles until 10,40 when came
to water very;slightly brackish in river bed, Halted to dinec .and pass
the heat of the day. '
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Hieving dincd and pussed a most oppressive sultry midday, we
resumed ourr jourucy at 4,20 steering WSW, being average course of
river,  In 200 ‘'yards large tributary joined Crom eastward: soon
afterwards grass improved and extended,

L3 = 1N fh miles: river 5 mile on right. Hills on left,
grassy, 1 mile dist, Steered W by § % mile, then crossed to river's
right bank - a pool of fresh water, WSW % mile, then, at 5.10
crocsed to left bank and steered W by S 1 miles, Then at 5.40
SSW at a bend, hills to SE, forest and scrub, In 300 yards came to
junction of' a large tributary from NW, main bed then to SSW and 100
yards below, watercd the horses at a small pool of good frecsh water -
several in the neighbourhood which increased in size and depth as we
proceeded, and were perfectly free from all brackish taste,

6,10 = At 2 pools, 1% miles, 9 yards by 3 yards and 2 feet
deep., White and red indurated clay formed the left bank, & feet high

Here the high land approaches near the river, and grass is not
so abundant, Soil, good brown loam,

100 yards lower down crossed to right bank, steered S by E,

In % mile tributary from right end in Y% mile more we came upon

a part of the river wiaich Mr Moore rccognisced as his sleeping place

.at the cxtrémity of a journey not long sioce undertaken by him to

NNE from hisfarm on the Swan and on which occasion he discovered a
river which was on the occasion christened the MOORE,

The identity of that river and the one we had been following dc¢
all day being thus established, and the sun having disappeared, we
halted % mile lower down to the SW where water was perfectly fresh ir
small pools, grass was good, green and tolerably abundant, and the
grassy land had extended on both sides of the river among York gums,
jam, broom, wattle &c, The forests contained wondo with some scrub
and underwood,

Several kangaroo have been seen today, together with parrots,
bliack and white cockatoos, numerous small birds, and, late in the
arternoén, 2 emu which took to the forest land before they were with.
gunshot,

The Mooré River having already been traced downwards from this
spot to within 10 or 15 miles of the coast in a gencral WSW directio
I prepared to quit it in the morning, and to proceed southward for tl
purpose of connecting the district with that part of the Avon River
the vicinity of Toodyay, bhelow Northam township,

Marked a small gum tree <€>

Nov. 7, 1836
Our horses having enjoyed themselves fully in the midst of thi

S G e vwiama i oranl eniritae Fhig wmiarniin:
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Pigeons nunecous feeding on the grassy ground, good grass visibl.e
to tops of the nills | mile on either side,

8.45 - In 17 miles, good green grass, good brown loum, and

—e—p—

York gums and wattles, Came to winding tributary to right: some sciu.;

appearing on lett,  Level country, on which water lodges ia numerous
cavities in wet weather,

A high hill covered with good grass - 2% miles to Eastward and
high land wooded, 145 miles to SSW, Good grassy flats until 9,20
in 1% miles: then a large tributary or watercourse winding f'rom SEd,
" towards the Moore, Round "p'", western hill of high land covered wich
wondo grass tree, und scrub, On flats York gums, wattles, hakea,
broom, jam, ndt %¢c. % mile further, and ascended a bare hill % mile

“to W: from summit of which, covered with ironstone and grass trees,

saw: -
A high wooded hill, grassy on :
sides 6 or 7 miles N115E
Low grassy hill 3% miles 2 30
Distant hill, supposed "t" ,
"v'2) _ 14 or 15 miles 4 30
Small hill (w?) ' 15 or 16 miles 5 356 20

Between N 5 E ,. 2 miles: N 60 E ., 1% miles: and S 70 E,, 3%
miles: are wooded grassy hills of excellent appearance, Highest
part of - (O hill is to the west, '

Descended SSE % mile and rejoined the party and proceeded S by W,

This is the commencement of a hilly country, the hills stony,
covered with ironstone and fragments of quartz and ironstone, timbered
with wondo and "barro" (grass trees),

10,50 =~ In 3% miles crossed a valley extending ENE and WSW,
and joined by one which has followed to left of us. On opposite
ascent, rather high hills, some coarse wiry grass among broom plants,
in which were some large kangaroco, :

11,15 = % mile further: on ridge (Its summit to the E) saw a
high hill, flat topped, rather N 288 E dist., 15 miles, A valley
trending Wd towards it with good grassy hills 4 or 5 miles off on
both sides of it, A grassy hollow 1/6 mile on our right. Descended
100 yards into it over fragments of granite and whinstone, and
halted at 11,30 to ensure the feed for our horses and to dine,

* In the valley, which is small, are chiefly wondo and barrow, Tic
of the former under which we rested were on this occasion made to
bear the marks ﬂ} ©and A and at 2,30 we resumed our journey
S by W, Attractive ironstone at our halting place. '

2.50-In % d'a mile rcached the summit of a very rocky ironstone
ridee of considerahle elevation, and on its ridgc met with the f irst

P ——
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coinf'ined by high land 2 miles distant to the west, and opened out
into another valley 1 miles to the snuth: one to the eastward and
another o in the Niv corner of the main valley, Smokes were rising
in several parts ot the southern view at 2 and 3 miles distance,
which inducced us to hope for the best,

Tracing down % yilc further, we followed a slight and beautifully
grassy hollow % @ mile to the west, but no water, Instead of it, the
small channel in it joined a larger one coming from the S, and dipping
to the NW, We followed to the S by E and S into the southern valley,
which we found narrow but containing good grass amongst which a
watercourse was winding very tortuously to the Nd, Wh;te cockatoos
abundant,

S by E, S byW, S and S by E - in all, since 2,50, 3 miles to 4.10
Valley narrow: wondo and barrow on both sides, Native fires 100 yards
on left, descerted: we called repeatedly, but received no reply.

4.30 -~ At end of % miles more S by E to S. valley gradually
dissipating, divided, onc arm coming from SW, another from SE: a wondo
hill between them - no watercourse - green grass scattered over among
York gums, wattles, hakea, and tree resembling wooruk. Steered S by W
red gum mixed with wondo,

Then, for the first time, Zamia, Banksia and several weétern
kinde of hakea, Ironstone ridge to WSW and ENE. at 5.5 in 1% miles
S by W, |

5.30 - 1% mile: over necarly level forest land of red gum and wondo
grass trees, zamia, hakea, & c, with scrub undergrowth, came to first
mahogany met with in steering westward, Land covercd with ironstone,
White cockatoos about, but no sign of watcr, ‘

6.15 = In 2 miles came to a hollow dipping SW, grassy in
course form., Stecered SW % a mile, |

Ther. a large valley lying nearly E-W with plenty of grass in it,
Traced it W by N ) a mile, when finding we were on an ascent, and gras

decreasing in quantity, we returned E and E by S to a mile below the
junction, where the grass was excellent: green and thick in a close
moist turf., A small native well in the valley containcd some water,
and at 6,55 we halted at it for the night.

On enlarging the well, water rushed in abundantly at 2% feet belc
the surface.

On the uplands, wondo of vigorous growth, werc mixed with other
gum trees with rough bark, grass trees of large size, hakea &c.
Surface, ironstone, Red gam. ’

Marked a wondo .

In the valley, broom, wattle, york, nut, Rich brown loam.

Nov. é &

At 7.10 nroceeded E by S % mile, then SE %, and SSE % to 7.45,
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Stcered then S8 by W through forest of wondo and red gum, with an
undergrowth of grass trees and other lower vegetation,

Very high wooded land t} miles to Ed stretching to SEd,

8.5 = 1In % wmile S by W crossed a small grassy valley beyond which
much brooin amonyg grass tree, red gum and banksia and some mahogany, |

Crossed over E biow of h%gh pice of land with deep yalleyat foot
at 1% miles,

A long rounded hill of considerable
elevation 14 or 15 miles N 149% E

9,20 =~ Over ironstone scrubby land 3% miles., Crossed obliquely
a zood grassy valley dipping westward SO yards broad. Rich brown soil
and grecen grass which extends also 200 or 300 yards from-the banks,

' Followed down W by N, % mile: Wby S % : w,1 : Wk S, 1:SW by W %

to 10.40. Valley now less in width than a mile back and drier, WSW

% mile : SW: W: WNW: 200 yards, then at 10,55 it trended N % mile and took
a turn round to left., Steered S by W: valley 30 yards wide covered with
irdnstonc among which whin cropt out, and many small holes made by water
lodging,

11.20 - In Y% mile came to very steep ironstone descent lying
SW and NE, Steered S 300 yards to clear high hills on right, Passed
over their eastern brow and descended into valley dipping S by ‘W full of
grass trees, with a few white and York gums. A watercourse in bottom
of it soon increased in size, and some very good green grass was in the
neighbourhood of its banks. 1% miles S by Wup to 11,50 when we benefited
by the presence of somc¢ rich tethers for our horses, and halted to dine
No water,

2,45 =~ Resumed our journey south down the valley.and in 100 yards
came to good water in a pool 2 yards square in the watercourse, which at
that spot had steep banks 9 feet high composed of good brown loam over
yellow clay, and studded with Ffagments of granite, whinstone, and quartz,

_ In the interval the stream bed had received 2 tributaries from the
hills % a mile on our right, and a considerable valley, with perhaps a
watercourse, dipped towards it from the NE,

Watered the horses and at 3,10 procceded S % a mile, Valley then
joined a larger one coming from Ed. Proceeded WSW towards direction in
which it seemed to dip., lligh land W of it at J miles distance., Valley
covered with green grass, wattles &, In % mile, valley full of green
grass from NW, Numerous grass trees: good soil,

3.50 - In 1% miles WSW, a double tributary from left,

4.0 - Small pools good fresh water in bed '

4.5 =~ Tributary from a considerable valley on left,

Valley % a mile wide: % mile since 3.50, _
" 4.20 = % mile more, At foot of high steep hill on W side where
river runs, and ﬁontajns some good water in several pools 3 yards diam,

VAlles 100 vards wides annnsite side hieh and steep, Grass, wattles,




4.40 - % wile WAW to bend of river close to foot of rocky
hitl on right, River winding about very much, and containing abundaic
of water in large decp pools 20 yards by 4 wide, Then low land on
rizht, high on luit, '

b omile further, having crossed and recrossed the stream several

times, we lost it adtogether, and on our WNW course fecll in with a

“tributary coming f'rom the Wd: the main stream having apparently taken

offf to the Nd. Stecrced WLS at 5 o'clock with the view of intercepting
it again should the valley double round to the Sd,
Ascended and crossed over a rocky ironstonce ridge, Observed a

‘grassy valley trending round from the NW and in % a mile from 5.0

we were in it, narrow, good grass 200 or 300 yards wide in the bottom
which was watered by a stream trending westward, o

In a few minutes a smoke was seen bordering the southern edge
of this valley, and several natives scampering off as fast as they
could, up the hill, After calling repeatedly to them, and giving
them assurances of our being friends, a little boy ventured down, and
was soon followed by another, both calling out in their language "
little boy, very good" while a man who had observed all from an
opposite hill continued shouting across to the women to get out of ow
way. He was, however, induced to come down, and a friendly interview
soon took place with 4 or 5 of them,

Confidence being established, he stood hisISpears against a tree
disencumﬁercd himself of his throwing stick and semi-circular Kylie ai
appeared much delighted, although, at the same time, much agitated,
endeavoured to persuade the women to descend and look at the stranger
but they were too much alarmed and kept aloof peeping from behind
trees, with the exception of one old woman and the wife of the man,
from whom he took his ¢hild, a little boy about 2! years old and
frecely allowed him to be handled and caressed.

- After gratifying his request by acquainting him with out
resbective names - which he then repeated to the others - we endeavou
to learn his, But he had some reason for deciining to tell it, nor
could we learn from him the name of the place - circumstances which 1
us to conclude he had cause to conceal both for fear of pursuit by so
hostile natives,

We learnt that the other men were all out hunting kangaroo, and
had 2eft him in charge of the families who were busy digging out root
when we made our unexpected appearance,

We learnt that Toodyay on the Avon was exactly in the south
direction we had expected to find it, and that Boolgart Springs bore

to the E, these being the nearest objects with which we were acquaint

As the sun was fast approaching the horizon we took leave at 5./
recrettine that our verv scanty supply of provisions prevented our



A mile and a half Jower down it seemed to be turned off more
southerly by a ridge of c¢levated land having 2 or 3 distinct and
conspicuvus Swmnils, apparently ironstone, and wooded,

Timber in the hollows: York gum and some white gum, among which
were wattle, nut, jam and grass tree in good red soil, while the
uaplands were coveiceds with wondo, grass trees, red gum, &c and the
surface was sprinkled with ironstone,

From our fire, a summit "a" partially wooded - 1 mile distant
upon a ridge lying SW-NW, bore S 11 E, and another summit "b" on same
ridge 1% miles disctant bore S 42 E,

Marked a white gum trec <€>

Nov. 9
) A grand eclipse of the sun threatening to be total, having taken
place this morning, I delayed to observe its commencement with a common
telescope - being the best instrument in my possession - by which,‘and a
corresponding obscrvation of the sun's alt, for error of the chronometer,
" the longitude appcared to be ,....

At 8,35 =~ VProceeded across to the eastern side of the swampy
ground near .which we had halted: then SE, ‘In ! a mile crossed the
swampy hollow again trending E at foot of summit "b"

At 8,50 =~ Hills and hollows covered with green grass among wattlc
and grass trees in a good red soil, '

9,15 = In 1Y% SE % E crossed hollow grassy land in which water
stood in good clear rushy pools, Ascended then towards left brow of
"p" summit : grassy, with broom, a few grass trees and York gums half
way up, then grass among grass trees, Valley dipping NE, Crossed over
NE ‘part of "b" ridge at 1/3rd milc from summit at 9,40 in 1% mile
from 9,15, Good red loam, quartz, whinstone &c,

10.12 = On summit of next ridge in % mile. Slate, quartz, and
stratified granite, Immediately over the ridge 3 neat native huts
thatched with tops of grass trees, Numefous holes around where roots
had been extracted. ) mile beyond to 10,30 - .upon gradual but steep
ascent of ironstone hills on left, much grooved,

10.38 - At head of valley between ironstone ridges: Y% mile since
10,30, Continuing SE passed over nearly level ironstone forest land
covered with mahogany, red gum, and grasé trees - totally different
country from that just left, Finding, in 2 miles, no alteration,
steeréd south to make the Avon River,

1% miles to noon : over ironstone.forest land, mahogany, red,
white, and black-harked gums, A deep valley then close to left, all
hollows dipping castwards towards it,: %

‘ 12.30/ - In 1% miles crossed bottom of same hollow winding to SW
and containing abundance of excellent clear water in pools almost

continnome . epnec fpees, bhroom, York gum, and some Jittle grass,




B~ ot £ armm— .

.returning.

Watered horscs and at 12,37 proceedes S up very steep rocky
ironstone ascent iin which scveral watercourses all grooved deep in
their pussage SWhd,

1.9 = In 1 milce more arrived at bottom of rocky high hill,
Another watercourse with several tributarics to WSW, A steep ascent,

a level, a long ascent, on which we arrived at summit at 1,55 in 2 mile
Ironstone, mnhoguhy; red gum, black barked gum, grass trees: then
descended,

2.5 = L% wmile beyond, Crossed valley and watercourse through
broom plants dipping WSI,

2.25 = % miles. Crossed bottom of an open valley with water-
courses in it dipping Westward, _

3.15 = In 1% wmiles gradually descending over ironstone forest
land, descended rapidaly to a steep broken valley, with several
watercourses in it all trending to one ‘leading to S by W: Tributaries
from right and lef't,

3.45 = 1Y% miles S by W: Tributary on left, 50 yards, coming
from S to join the main one¢ going to S, On top of ascent: country
dipping to southward,

Passed over hilly steep broken country south 1% miles to 4.25
leaving last watercourse trending to S by W, _

Came then to a very deep valley, and in bottom of it a considerabl
watercourse with rocky blue whinstone bed dipping to SW, and NW its
valley marked by a succession of rocky high hills above and below,
Abundance of excellent water, _ _

Proceeded NW by W )% a mile: river 100 yards on right: then W for
% mile over a steep tongue of mountain, and across a very steep pretty
tributary to right,

Sil 200 yards, then SW by S 1% mile along sides and bottom of
valley, which proved cxceedingly rocky and bﬁoken, with steep rocky
hlllS on both sides,

The green grassy-looking scrub on the slopes having then improved
to some actual grass, and that of very good quality - among the grass
trees near the streambed we halted for the day at 5.40 both men and
horses much fatigued with a long and laborious march of more tlan 19
miles,

Red gum and wondo werc mixed with numerous grass trees on the hill
slopes,

During the day, especially in the afternoon - native huts have
occurred frequently, but not which appeared to have  been very recently
occupied, .

This part of the country well watered at the present timé, and
from the appecarance of the vegetation it would appear to enjoy the
benefit of fiore rain than the interior country from which we are



The distance betwecn the tops of the ridges on cither side of the
valley, nmay be about i a mile, Many deep gullies are worn in them which
render travelling exceedingly laborious and irksome,

The bed of the wountain brook is 9 or 10 yards wide, composed of
coarse sand and shingle, portions of crumbling granite, whinstone, and
‘ironstonce, of which thic hills® are composed,

" The country immediately above and below our bivouac is much broken,
and very hilly, At 2 miles below, a range of high land crosses the
valley, and in the intermediate space a thick blue haze had settled in
the morning after a dewy night, as if over a body of water

" Marked a wondo onleft bank

Nov, 10, 1836 =~ !
"At 8.0 proceeded on our journey down the valley SW % mile: West 2Y% F
to 9.15 when river was running to Wd, and took a sharp turn round to
Nd. Wd, and Sd, Steercd W % mile and by crossing a tongue of high land *
" intercepted river again running to SW, Valley now had opened, a nd
contained better grass,
S % E, 45 miles to 11,5 : then SSE and in % mile crossed a
considerable triputary from the W, with pools of water in a shingly bed
6 feet wide,. apparently that of Gabbia Yandirt,
11 native huts close together just below the junction, and many
others secen in course of the morning. % mile to 11,40 then more to
the S, Steered S by E,
Much luxuriant grecen feed in the bed., Good soil on hill sides
Some places rocky and steep: Y% mile, then SSW, SW by S, to 12,30 making
2 miles,
Then SYE 1/3 mile to a tributary from wide valley on right, containing

water,
2/3 mile SXE, then halted at 12,55 to observe height of barometer, |
1,7 - Resumed S by W, Crossed to left bank, and in % a mile

recrossed to right bank at a very rccky rapid, River generally 18 to 20
feet wide, and running.

1.40 -~ in a mile came to junction of a very considerable valley froun
E by N the united stream then flowing to SW,

Mr Moore, who had bcen at the junction of a stream hereabouts with
the Swan River crossed over and ascertained it was the same,

We followed, with a little scrambling among the smooth rocks, in
2 ft, of water, both streams when united then flowing SW,

Near some washed-up river-sand on the left bank, close to the
j(nmt.ion, we marked a wh'j.t.e gum tree <> and r_ﬁ_] and 3@

At 1,50 proceeded . onwards SW,.

" The hills in .the vicin;tj had gradually increased to about 250 ft,

in height above ‘the river bed, and soon became so steep and rocky that

Fhe ornnad et  dAifCirnlty we comld seramble alone, At 2,55 we



)6

5.10 = I'rocceded again, having halted to repair s to
saddice, In Y mile WSW kill side cleared a little, and oon beccame
more open scrub dipping to SSW,

4,15 = 1% mile SW by S, very rocky, steep and difficult,
crossod a ravine in which a waterfall 20 ft high at this time dry-
Many ot her tributalics occurring right and left. Found best travelli
about half way up hill side, keeping' left bank,

4 .40 = 1 mile lurther S by W came abrecast at 100 yards distance,
of a tine Jong reuach of water of the swan, deecp and about 40 yards
wide, and extending to the S by W and SW % a mile,

Or. the right bank the grass was very good, and we longed to get
across to it, but finding the grass cequally good on our side of .
the river towards the lower end of the reach, we halted there at 5,p.
after a severe days march for man and'horse.

Close to our bivouac a running stream joins the Swan from the SSE,
"whic) we suppose is that generally called the Gatta, It has two beds
within a few yards of each other each 8 fect wide and running over
shingle in a depth of 3 inches and breadth of 3 feet, Over the
coarse sand which hasaccumulated at the mount we observed the print
of a horse's foot and of a shoe with large nails, in it, suppozed to
have belonged to some person in search of stray cattle,

The grass round our encampment is most luxuriant and green at this
time to the distance of 100 yards from the river, mixed with large
thistles, pennyroyal, wild vetches, Kangaroo grass and much succulent
vegetation eagerly devoured by our horses, Near the riverare York
and wondo gums, grass trees, bhroom wattles &c., in a rich brown loam,

The hills covered partially with wondo and grass trees and between
200 and 300 fecet high, . “

Marked a whitegum close to upper end of Gatta's junction with the
Swan, G 35. '

Nov, 11, 1836 -

At 8.10 procceded on our journey, Crossed the Swan at the Gatta's
mouth and on ascending the opposite side to Wd saw another mouth to t
Gatta 5 mile lower down, and a very high isolated hill in line with
centre of the island shore formed with the Swan bearing ESE 1) mile
distant, A large pool of open water in the Gatta appearing at the
fork of the delta in it,

Stecered WSW to get out on the plain westward of Darling Range
by an easy valley having a high hili at S side of its mouth,

General valley of Swan trending to SW by S as far as visible-

"4 miles, '
‘ By a gradual ascent of 1% miles WSW up the N side of an easy
vallcey, arrived on cummit of a sandy rocky ridge in a hollow 70 or 8C



Sct up baroweter then at 9 a,m, = 217 ft above Perth, and at
9.7 proceeded WsW, Mahugany, grass trees, black=barked gums, granit
at surface, | '

In 200 yards were obliged by rocks to steer NWd 300 yards for
bottom of hollow tvcnding'Wd, where we found better travelling lonr
% a mile, .

A native namcd Yoona -~ Marra was then fallen in with, who was soon
persuaded to come to an interview, He belongs to the district and on
acquainting us the land to the southward was then clear of rocks, we
proceceded S by W at 9,25, the general line of the hills having taken
a SSW dircction and our route lying along their western slopes,

9.40 = In % mile S by W a hill 3 miles bchind (eastward of

_Mr Brockman's house on Swan River) bore N 169 E -~ 4 or 5 miles,

The brook at Col, Latour's land coming out from the hills a little
north of it,

Open sandy plains: several watercourses winding to westward.. Wond
mahogany, red gum, grass trees:

Soon afterwards fell in with some cattle tended by a boy from the
Swan, .

10,0 = % mile further S came to open shoal reedy lagoon with
good water - 10 or 12 acres, Rounded its E side and proceeded S by W
and SSW, and at 10,30 in 1% miles arrived at Mr Jones' house, a tenan
of Mr Balis',

Crossed over )3 mile to Sd to Mr Shaw's land at 10,40, Wheat looki
remarably well, :

¥ a mile WSW at 150 yards from Mr Shaw's home, steered SSW from th
and, and at 11,20 in 1) miles arrived at Mr Moore's farm on left
bank of the Swan River,





