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Forestry is the seience of menaging forestss The method
of management depends on the purpose of the Forests.

Foreats can be managed for a single purpcse, but are
usually mansged for g mmltitude of purposes.
Chief smong these purposes are

Water production

So0il conservation

Reecresntion

Shelter and Windbresks

Timber Production
The lest ususlly receives far more publicity than the others,
becsuse a sound sndmmotion pieture of a tree being felled ‘
and logged cut is more entertaining than a picture of soil
staying where ikt ie instesd of sliding down the river, end
eslso because this pert of ferestry involves far more work
and planning in this psrt of the countrye.
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I will treat this points one by one, but first I would like
to demonstrate why we sre so congerned at conserving and
where possible, inerescing our forest area in the South West.

By far the larger portion of Austrelias can only be described
as srid, and Western Austrslis is particulsry soc.

Of our 624,000 seres only 10,000,000 scres has an sverage
rainfall of more than 30", which is the minimum needed to
support forest for timber production.

Savannah forest, sufficient for soil and water conservation
ﬁt capable of only moderste  timber production, will grow
out to the 12" rainfell limit, but this is our wheat and
gheep belt and most of this land has been developed for
Agriculture.
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Much of the heavier rainfall sres ie aleo agriculturally
developed, leaving us with only L4i million seres of State
Porest in the higher reinfell mes and 1.8 million scres of
reserves in the lower rainfall ares. These reserves are
mainly in the Goldfields sres. |

Doea this matter?

Let us lock at the individual fsctors.

Many of cur important etreams srise in forest land. The
result of clesring im to increase run off, so that water
is not conserved through the sumwer monthes The Bleckwood
River for exasmple, which runs through famm lend tc Nannup
iz more selty at Femnup than further downstrean whers its
sally water hae been diluted by streams from Forest uaa;
Inacawmwamnmaimﬂynmmmcam that
ran off from forest land ie 15% less then the clesred land,
In Vietoria areas of forest within cstcherent Ml are
preserved as such to maintain vhet Vietorisns cleim is
the cleanest untrested city water supply in the worlde
In Vel we ure attempting to maintain under forest the
a8 yet unaliennted land of the major rivers which will be
important as fukture water supplies.

Much of the erosion, perticularly in the vhest belt, would

have been svolded if the sireams snd creeks had not been

so totaily cleared. P

Parmers in the Scuth VWeet are generally aware of this tﬂp’.‘
S ] :

We are still thinly populated and do net fully sppreclate
this one. But in the UsSeds snd Europe millions of people
svorm into the forests every weekend to get away from it
alle Our own Netional Parks are becoming increasingly
more popular, end the Forests Depsrtment is playing e
part in developing these for recrcetion and touriam,
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I think mcst farmere in the Scuth VWest appreciate the
advantages of sume Torest on thelir lend for their stock
to shelter ins. I think perhare not so many are awsre of
the way in which shelter belts esn be used to bresk down
strong winde over their farm in genersl.
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At pmt Australin is importing W.moowm of
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timber /\mry wara If we can Erow our own wWe ¢an mave
this amcunt of moneye It ig unliikely in eny cose thet
theee imports will continue to be availslle 0 ute UeBele
hag now restricted exporis.
WeAe last finsneisl yesr imported $8,000,000 worth of
timber, but fortunstely wae sble to export sbout the same
value, 2/3 of it to the Esetern Statess o e
In Weds we are using 50 cubie feet of timber a yesr, Thiz is
not just in sewn timber. It includes perticle bosrd, hardbosrd,
papeyr, ply, veneers, and increcsing demasnde for theee are more
than offsetting the eslight reductions in demand for sawn timber.
Fopulstion hae doubled in the last LO yeere and is expected to
double =gain in the next thiriy, which mesns tinmber end tinrber
products reguivements will double.
We are siming to meet this demend in two wayasm by increasing
the outrut of ocur hardwood forests; and by afforcstation
with softwoods. |
How do we go about thie?

The hardwood forest is es.n&a inte planning sections, in which
the growth has been measured., The mumber of mills which may
operate in these sreas, and thelr pemissibleninteke from

this forest, is limited so that the cut does not exceed the
growth raie.

Bvery tree made sveilable to the mill is individusily selected
by & derertmental officer, who ensures thst immature trees and
d2e4 trees ere retsined to restock the foreste
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The foreet is bumed on a four yesr ¢ycle so that any wild
fire can be hendled.

Thiev meene burning e million seree s yesr which wes impossible
until sirersft burning wes intreduced three yesrs sgoe Half
of cur burning is now done by azrcfm.

Controlled burning is o science in iteelf, and several officers
are employed in Tire researche

All work in the herdwood forestis im finenced from royeliles
paid in by those who obtain the timber.

We have today 58,000 seres of pine plantation and are planting
6000 sores a yeer, with the alm of having established 240,000
gcres of pine foresl by the year 2000, Namnnur end Rirup
divigions sre planting a total of 1000 sores & yesrs

Private enterprise has alec sterted to plant pines in this area,
and these plantaticne will be the meinstay of large future
industries.

Of the target of 240,000 acres, it is desireble that as much
as poselble should be pimus radlate, nnd it ie hoped that at
lesst 80,000 seres of radlata will be schieved. At present

we have only 50,000 seree of lané suiteble for rsdi=ta pine,
and need a further 30,000 seres. This is the reason we are
buying sultsble land when it is offered to us, Funds to assist
in this are being made sveiletle to the Department by the
Commonwealih under the Comsonwealth Scitwood Agreements Acte

Of the 6,300 sores of pine now established in Xirup division,
1000 peres of pine ls in production.

Twonty five people ure involved in harvesting snd miiiing the
7000 loeda per year produceds. A further 28 men are employed
et Eirup ond Grimwade, end 807 of their time ie spent in
plantotion establishment and m:lam.

Victorian Tigures show that when a plantetion is fully in
production a man ie needed for e very 25 acress

000100/5 '



“ 5 e

This meene that in the future an industry willi dévelop in

this eres vhich will provide employment and inerecse population.
Thie will help prrovide the lecal demand for produce which
farmers ore =0 smuch in need of today, end will give stability
t0 an sres, which ls currently losing rather than gaining
population.
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le.. = There sre four wayse
As wages employee, with poesibility of rising through the
renks to overseer end then field officer. This accounts for
mope than helf of our present field staff, - /©w0¥

Ze - A® cadet, sbout 17 = 20 years of sge.

The Department provides techs school and field edudticn as a
preliminery tc apreintment to the field staflf,

3. As mature age appointee.s Men with the right expérience in
forestry or the timber industry are sppeinted to the field
stalTe : |

4e By a four ﬁar university eoures qualifyin: you for the
professional etaff.



