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REPORT ON THE 1990 DUCK SHOOTING SEASON IN WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA 

SOUTH WEST & EUCLA DIVISION 

In response to mounting public opposition a 2 year moratoriuIQ. was placed on 
recreational duck shooting in 1987, with a view to a permanent ban on this activity. 
This intention was reflected in Labor Party Policy, during the 1989 Election which 
stated: · 

''Labor has taken strong action to protect our native 1,irds. Finch trapping 
and duck shooting have been banned." 

However, late in 1989 a decision was made by the new Minister for Conservation & 
Land Management to re-introduce duck shooting and after receiving advice from·the 
Department of Conservation & Land Management (CALM), he declared a 4 week 
restricted season in the South West & Eucla Division, and a full 12 months' open 
season for the remainder of the State. 

The mechanism which CALM has devised to determine whether there is a full, 
restricted or no season is based on rainfall data, and does not take into account water 
quality or loss ofhabitaf (including breeding areas). It is designed to accommodate 
recreational "sportsmen" at a low administrative cost to the Department. · 

To facilitate the shooting season the Minister, Mr Taylor used existing legislation to 
open over 80 Nature Reserves including 22 A Class Reserves for recreational shooting. 
Protected birds by the same Ministerial directive, became "game" birds for the duration 
of the season, and could be hunted in sanctuaries which would normally give them 
protection. The Department of CALM, whose charter it is to protect native fauna for 
the remainder of the year, supervised their shooting. -

Game species included relatively uncommon species such as the Pink-eared Duck, 
Chestnut Teal, Australasian Shoveler and the Hardhead. The last published count of 
these birds in the South West Land Division was only 6,131, 1,043, 4,554, and 1,351, 
respectively (Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union, Report No. 46, 1988). 

The 1990 season was held despite the fact that the breeding season was still in 
progress. This was due to high water levels caused by good spring rain in 1989. (See 
attached newspaper clippings) 

C.A.D;S. believes that duck shooting is unacceptable both on animal cruelty and 
censervation grounds. It exists merely to placate recreational shooters, who in 
Western Australia represent less than 1 % of the population. It causes distress and 

~ • offence to a clear majority of people who wish to enjoy waterbirds in Nature Reserves, 
without risking injury to themselves or witnessing the brutal killing of wildlife by 
humans. 
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Two surveys were carried out to determine public awareness and public opinion . 
towards duck shooting. 1,313 people were interviewed at random at shopping areas in 

1 1 
Perth, Fremantle, Kalamunda, Armadale, Midland, Inglewood and Maddington. 

Three questions were asked -

1) Did you know that a duck shooting season is being held in W.A.? 
2) Do you approve of duck shooting? 
3) Do you approve of duck shooting in Nature Reserves? 

.IAH 26 

PUBLIC AWARENESS 
%WHO KHE~, 

FE·e S __ 

1989- 1990 DUCK· SHOOTING SEASON 

Question 2 

Questionl 

The first survey was carried out in the last 
week of December 1989 and the second in the 

. last week of January 1990. In the first 
survey, only 42% were aware that there was 
to be a duck shooting season in Western 
Australia in 1990. Once the shooting began 
there was a dramatic rise in public 
awareness, and the second survey showed 
that 83% were now aware that there was a 
duck shooting season in progress. 

DO YOU APPROUE 
OF DUC K SHOOTING? 

In response to the second question, 74% of the 
respondents disapproved of duck shooting, 9% 
were unsure and 18% approved. A clear 
majority opposed to duck shooting. 

~-- - ~--- ~-- --·----- -

DO YOU APPROU E 
OF DUCK SHOOTING? 

I H HAT I 0HAL PARKS ? 

. Question 3 

The third question showed overwhelming , 
· disapproval of opening up Nature Reserves to 

duck shooting, with 94% of respondents • 
opposed to duck shooting in Nature Reserves, 
4% unsure and 2% approving. 
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Many different organizations have individually opposed duck shooting in Western 
Australia over a number of years however their opposition has been uncoordinated and 
largely ineffective. Following the Minister's announcemen:t of a 1990 duck shooting 
season the Coalition Against Duck Shooting, comprising both conservation and animal 
rights groups, was formed to spearhead opposition to duck shooting. The partners in 
the coalition are The Humane Society ofW.A., Animal Liberation, Wetlands 
Conservation Society, Waterbird Conservation Group, Australians for Animals and the 
Conservation Council of W.A. 

During the 1990 South West & Eucla Division duck shooting season, the Coalition 
endeavoured to expose the brutal side of this "sport". It was the first time in Western 
Australia's history that such media attention had been focussed on duck shooting. The 
usual glib assurances from shooters and politicians were not enough to block out the 
reality of healthy birds being shot for fun. 

Our purpose at the wetlands was to:-

* focus attention on the fact that shooters were being permitted 
to kill healthy wildfowl in nature sanctuaries purely for their 
personal pleasure · 

* exert pressure on shooters to act more responsibly by our presence 

* exert pressure on the Department of C.A.L.M. to be more vigilant in 
their policing of duck shooting seasons 

* rescue injured birds and deliver them to veterinary care 

* record breaches of the regulations, including shooting of non-game 
species birds 

* demonstrate the genuine distress and concern of many people 
in the community who are aware of the cruelty and environmental damage 
caused by this "sport". 

* bring about the end of duck shooting by focussing public attention 
on the brutality of this activity 

• 
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Lake Wannamal was selected for the duck rescue, because it is a popular duck s_hooting 
area in close proximity to Perth. 

Lake Wannamal (Cl0) is an A class Reserve 9838 vested in the National Parks & 
Nature Conservation Authority for the purpose of Conservation of Flora and Fauna. 
The System 6 Report describes the area as follows:-

"The_ lake is semi-permanen~ and provides a summer ref!ige for waterbirds. Forty-four 
species have been recorded, including grey teal, mountain duck, black swan and 
freckled duck, the last named being one of Australia's rarest waterfowl. The dense 
vegetation in the northern end of the lake and extending northwards along a string of 
swamps in private land, provides a refuge for waterfowl." 

LAKE _WANNAMAL NATURE B,ESERVE 14TH JANUARY, 1990 (Opening Day) 

Approximately 130 shooters were 
present. This was matched. by 
around 150 rescuers. Rescuers, 
organized in teams, took up their 
positions in the water next to 
shooters, prior to the official 
starting time of 6.00 a.m. 

27 wounded waterbirds were 
handled by the veterinary team. 

Details as follows:-

Dead on arrival: 11 ducks 

1 Pink-eared duck 
2 Mountain Ducks 
4 Black Ducks 
2 Grey Teals 
1 Blue-Winged Shoveler 
1 unidentified) 

1 Eurasian Coot 

Died in care: 4 of which 3 were 
euthanased due to the 
seriousness of their injuries 

Released after Treatment: 

5 ducks (3 Black Ducks, 2 Grey 
-Teals) 
2 Juvenile Eurasian Coots 

Delivered to W.A.N?tive Bird Hospital: 

1 Grey Teal, 
1 Mountain Duck, 
1 Black Duck 
1 Pink-eared Duck 

C.A.D.S Report On Duck Shooting 1990 
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(1) LAKE WANNAMAL NATURE RESERVE 14TH JANUARY, 1990 

* 

* 

* . 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

rescuer complained to CALM Officer that shooters were not 
retrieving cartridge shells. CALM Officer endeavoured to get 
shooters to retrieve shells. This was largely unsuccessful. . 
rescuer witnessed a shooter kill a Grey Teal but fail to retrieve. 
Rescuer offered it to shooter who refused to accept it. (This was 
happening repeatedly with shooters not interested in retrieving 
Grey Teal or Pink-eared Ducks presumably because they are too 
small and not considered good· eating.) 

rescuer witnessed shooter firing at a Eurasian Coot (protected species) 
on the water. The Coot dived, and the rescuer was unable to find it. 

shooter hung a live duck on his belt. 

whilst attempting to rescue a wounded Mountain Duck, shots were fired 
near a rescuer to deter him from picking up a wounded bird. 

rescuer witnessed shooters pooling their catches (contrary to 
regulations.) 

2 incidents of birds being shot at while .on the water. 

Police advised shooter consuming alcohol from a .stubby, that no 
alcohol could be consumed whilst on the Nature Reserve. (this 
shooter was with the official Field and Game party). 

two rescuers were threatened by a shooter, who raised his gun and 
pointed it at them. 

rescuer had the rear hatch window of ller car smashed in while she 
was otit on the Lake.. (Rescuer reported seeing 2 members of the 
official shooters' campjeering into vehicles - when they were 
observed they returne to their camp.) · 

rescuers advise that around midday when the. media., Department of 
CALM and the Police had gone, that shooters at the northern end of 
the lake were shooting more than their 5 bag limit, also 
becoming aggressive and threatening in manner when challenged .. 

report of shooter arriving with a kayak on a roofrack. CALM Officer 
spoke with him and he did not rise the kayak that day. 

another group of shooters had a power boat with them but they did 
not use it. 

·· .. ......... , 
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* · hundreds of cartridges were picked up from the wetland including several 
illegal over sized cartridges ( these were presented to the Department of 
CALM, Chief Wildlife Officer, David Mell). . 

(2) BEVERLEY LAKES NATURE RESERVE (LAKE YEN YENNING) 14TH 
JANUARY, 1990 

CALM Officers were present 

* shooters booked for early start 

* 1 shooter booked for not having a current licence 

(Refer to CALM for other prosecutions) 

(3) LAKE WANNAMAL NATURE RESERVE 15TH JANUARY, 1990 . 

No CALM Officers were present 

* 

* 

* 

* 

shooting began prior to starting time of 5.30 a.m. 

shooters were seen firing at a flock of cormorants (protected species). 

found dead 2 Black ducks and 1.Pink-eared duck abandoned by 
shooters. · 

rescuers continued to pick up cartridge shells, and plastic inserts, 
including 3 live shells. 

(4) LAKE MillR NATURE RESERVE 16TH JANUARY, 1990 

* evidence of shooting in the closed sanctuary area, (i.e. north and 
north-east of the lake). Vehicle tracks leading to the edge of the 
lake - found a hide with a freshly killed Mountain Duck in it. 

* approximately 18 spent cartridges were found near the hide which was 
constructed of green branches and saplings, stuck into the mud to· · · 
resemble a clump of bushes. 

* 

* 

* 

3 more hides •with a total of 80 spent cartridges were found. 

tracks led to a camp, evidence of fires being lit, rnbbish left 
behind consisting of food containers, empty cartridge boxes, 
paper, plastic bags, and beer cans. Five tiny partly cooked 
ducklings were found on a plate next to the campfire. 

over the entire area were fresh tracks including dog tracks. 

* some of the carcasses were collected and handed over to the 
Department of CALM as evidence of illegal shooting at Lake Muir 
Nature Reserve. (Receipt issued) 

C.A.D.S Report On Duck Shooting 1~90 Page .... 6 
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(5) LAKE W ANNAMAL NATURE RESERVE 17TH and 18TH JANUARY, 1990 

No CALM Officers were present. 

* rescuers found dead, 8 Eurasian Coots, 2 Black Ducks, 2 Grey Teals. 
1 of the Coots was wounded and was taken to the W.A. Native Bird 
Hospital for tr_eat_ment. T~e Coot later _died from injuries sustained 
(a shattered hip and bleeding from behmd the left eye). 

* shooting continued until 8.15 p.m. on the 17.th and began at 5.20 a.m. the 
next morning. 

* rescuers picked up hundreds of cartridges (some illegal) and plastic inserts 
from the Lake. 

6) LAKE WANNAMAL NATURE RESERVE 21ST JANUARY, 1990 

No CALM Officers were 
present. 

* rescuers witnessed a 
protected bird being 
shot (Eurasian Coot) 

* rescuers found dead 
27 waterbirds 
including: 

9 Black Ducks 
7 Grey Teals 
7 Eurasian Coots 
1 Black Swan Cygnet 
1 Hardhead, 
1 Ltl Pied Cormorant 
1 Blue-winged 
Shoveler 

* a Tree Martin was 
also found dead. 

Th_e protected species were 
handed over to the 
Department of CALM for 
analysis and necropsies. 
This confirmed that 6 of 
the non-game bird 

· carcasses contained shot 
gun pellets. 

___ ... 

~ 
I 

- ···· -- -- -- - ----- ··-- - ·· ····- ····------------------' 
* many cartridges were . 

collected from the Lake, including from within the sanctuary area. 
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* rescuers found fresh beer cans, riddled with pellets. These were removed from the • 
Reserve. · 

* rescuers saw shooters 
plucking and removing 
both wings of birds at 
the lake (contrary to 
regulations). 

* evidence of breeding, 
a nest had been 
broken up, rescuers 
recovered 2 eggs 
containing embryos. 
Also, immature 
Eurasian Coots and 
Cygnets were seen on 
the Lake. 

ii ~~~~ * shooting was observed 
in the Sanctuary. 
Police officers present 
went to investigate. 

(7) LAKE YEN YENNING NATURE RESERVE 28TH JANUARY, 1990 

* rescuers were advised by a local Police officer that shooting of 
all species occurs throughout the year on private properties. 

(8) THE LAKES NATURE RESERVE (BEVERLEY SHIRE) 28TH JANUARY, 1990 

* 8.10 a.m. Shooter 

\ ·. 

seen consuming alcohol 
took aim at a protected \ 1., 

·-· 
--- -· RESCUING WOUNDED DUCKS 

female Musk Duck on 
the water and missed: 
Another shooter then 
pursued the duck over 
to the other side of the 
lake. An altercation 
took place between 
rescuers and shooters. 
Rescuers challenged a 
shooter re drinking 
alcohol and shooting a 
protected bird on the 1-

water. 

The rescuer was threatened by the shooter. A CALM Officer was located and brought 
to the area. He spoke to the shooter and took a joint statement from those present. 

C.A.D.S Report On Duck Shooting 1990 Page .... 8 



* shooters also had lit a fire (20 metres away was a sign advising that no fires could 
be lit). The Bush Fires Board advised that there was a moderate fire ban that day 
and that no fires should be lit except where there is a 3 metre cleared area and no 
flammable material within that zone. A wooden picnic table and shooters' Nissan 
Patrol (6PJ320) were within 3 metres of their fire. · 

* A statement was later made to the Victoria Parle Police Station about the incident. 

(9) LAKE YEN YENNING NATURE RESERVE 5TH FEBRUARY, 1990 

No CALM Officers were present 

* shooters were drinking 
alcohol on Reserve. 

* Beverley Shire road sign 
peppered with gun shot 

* many shooters were unable 
to distinguish different 
species . of waterbirds and 
were often seen aiming at 
protected species. At Lake 
Wannamal on opening day 
the Field · & Game 
Association provided more 
than 30 spotters to advise 
shooters on which birds 
could be shot. This was 
only to avoid adverse media · 
publicity. and was not 
repeated at other lakes or . 
on other occasions at Lake 
Wannamal. 

(10) LAKE WANNAMAL NATURE RESERVE 11TH FEBRUARY, 1990 

CALM Officer was present 

* 

* 

rescuer threatened by a shooter, reported to the Police. 

rescuers collected a lot of 1ubbish left by the shooters. 

(Details will be made available to the Department of CALM on reque~t should they 
wish .to follow-up these breaches) 
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* As a result of duck shooting our wetlands are becoming polluted with 
lead pellets which are building up in the sediments of the lakes .. 
The long term consequences of tnis massive accumulation of lead is 
unknown. Many of our wetlands dry out each sui:nnier, making these 
pellets more readily accessible to bottom-feeding waterbirds and 
waders who ingest the pellets and die a slow, agonizing death from 
lead poisoning. There is ample evidence of the effects of lead in 
the wetlands, both overseas and in Australia. (See Reference "Lead 
Poisoning in Black Swans, Cygnus atratus, Exposed to Spent Lead Shot at 
Bool Lagoon Game Reserve, South Australia") 

* Spent cartridges and plastic inserts wer:e not retrieved during the recent 4 week 
season. Rescuers collected 4,132 cartridge shells and 2,770 plastic inserts. This 
included 96 illegal cartridges and 5 live cartridges. Each cartridge contains around 
200 lead pellets. Two of these pellets swallowed by a waterbird would be sufficient 
to cause a slow and painful death from lead poisoning. 

* It is estimated that this number of cartridge shells and plastic inserts alone would 
represent approximately 294 kg. of lead entering the wetlands. 

* The wetlands are being filled each duck shooting season with hundreds of tonnes of 
lead which will not go away but continue to accumulate. How will future 
environmental managers address this problem of their own making? 
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* C.A.D.S. rescuers witnessed innumerable breaches of the 1990 duck shooting 
season regulations. ,It is quite obvious that the Department of CALM are totally 
unable to police this activity adequately, and that they are forced to deploy their 
very limited manpower for up to 10 weeks of the year in overseeing an 
unnecessary duck shooting season, to the detriment of their other work. The cost 
of this policing activity alone is far in excess of the revenue gained from licence fees. 

* It is disturbing that even where there was supervision, shooters still blatantly 
disregarded their licence conditions. In the vast majority of wetlands there was 
no supervision whatsoever, and with no restraints it is quite clear that the duck 
shooting season is really a massacre of fauna and an abuse of the fragile wetland 
environment. · 

* Waterbirds are under pressure from loss of habitat, particularly the seasonally 
waterlogged wetlands which are vital as breeding areas for many species of . 
waterbirds. This vital factor was not taken into account when determining a 
season. 

* . Wetland habitat is decreasing rapidly in W.A. due to urban expansion, groundwater 
exploitation, agriculture, pollution, salinity and mining. On the Swan Coastal Plain 
most of the natural wetlands have been destroyed or heavily modified. Those which 
remain are under increasing/ressure from human activities and duck shooting is 
just another unnecessary an destructive pressure on the wetlands and their 
wildlife. 

* Wetlands are increasingly suffering from eutrophication which .is causing outbreaks 
of botulism and massive waterbird casualties. (See Appendix 1 showing known 
waterbird casualties in the metropolitan area over the past 5 years). 

* Scientific predictions on the Greenhouse effect are that the wetlands in the South 
West of Western Australia will be severely affected and that waterbirds will have 
difficulty adapting quickly enough to the rapidly changing climatic conditions. 
Further avoidable losses due to duck shooting are therefore completely 
unjustifiable. 

* The 1988 R.A.O.U. waterbird count showed that the total population of "game" . 
species in the South West & Eucla Division was less than.200,000 and declining. 
Each shooter is entitled to shoot five birds each day of the open season or 140 birds 
altogether. The 3,000 licensed shooters could therefore in theory shoot 420,000, 
ducks or more than twice the ·total known population of waterfowl in W.A. 

* Some game species are in fact quite rare, particularly the Pink-eared duck, 
Hardhead, Chestnut Teal and the Blue-winged Shoveler. There is no scientific 
reason why such species are listed for shooting. 

* Shooters represent only a very small percentage of the community. 
The majority of people wish to see an end to this blood sport. 

* C.A.D.S. believes that there are sound conservation grounds 'for permanently 
banning duck shooting. However the banning of duck shooting can be justified 
solely on the injustice and deliberate cruelty to our native waterbirds. 
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1. That the Government move immediately to repeal existing legislation within the 
Wildlife Conservation Act, 1950-1985, and the Conservation & Land Management 
Act 1984 which gives the Minister the power to open up Nature Reserves to 
shooting, and the power to declare protected native waterbirds 0game" species. 

2. That a moratorium be placed on all duck shooting seasons pending the enactment of 
this legislation. . . . 

3. That the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1920-1976 be amended to include 
native fauna, and that the expression "animal" include all animals including native 
fauna. 

4. That encouragement be given to shooters to engage in a suitable alternative to duck 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

· shooting, such as clay pigeon or target shooting. This activity allows the participant 
to .enjoy his/her sport without causing suffering to native fauna or damage to nature 
reserves. The shooting is confined to a range and the shooters' behaviour controlled 
by strid rules of the club. The obvious benefits of this alternative are:- · 

protected native waterbirds would not suffer unnecessary pain 

wetlands would not be polluted with lead pellets 

a dramatic reduction in the litter in Nature Reserves (beer 
cans, cartridge cases etc.) 

the tranquillity of Nature Reserves would beretained for the 
benefit of wildlife and the majority of people who enjoy passive 
recreation 

the elimination of danger to both shooters and other wetland users 

a decrease in vandalism (e.g. pellet-ridden signs) · 

. protection of fragile wetland vegetation from inappropriate use 
(e.g. 4-wheel drive vehicles being driven up to the edge of 
wetlands, trees and shrubs being broken and used to construct 
hides, fires being illegally lit etc.) 

C.A.D.S. believes that duck shooting is an anachronism. Western Australians, like 
other humane and compassionate people on this planet have outgrown such archaic 
practices. In an era where people have to make hard decisions concerning conservation 
and the environment it is totally unacceptable to the majority of Western Australians 
to allow a small group of shooters to massacre our threatened wildlife for their 
pleasure. 

Joan Payne and Sally Carryer 
Joint Convenors 
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Daffy decision. 
on wild ducks 
DESPITE an ALP promise to take strong 
action to protect WA's native birds, the 
State Government is presiding this week 
over what amounts to a mass slaughter of 
water fowl. 

The spectacle of hundreds of hunters­
heading off ir the pre-dawn gloom to do 
battle with local ducks does no-one any 
credit. 

The police felt worried enough about 
the mix of shooters, shotguns and 
protesters to place quick response teams, 
ambulances, first-aid crews and even a 
helicopter on standby in case of trouble. 

As it turned out the only casualties 
were ducks, even though some shooters 
were blasting away in the darkness nearly 
two hours before the season opened. 

The Department of Conservation and 
Land Management says its role .is to 
advise on the effects of shooting on 
long-term duck numbers and not to make 
value judgments for the community. 

That decision was up to the Minister 
for Conservation and Land Management, 
Mr Tavlor. CALM estimated total 
game-duck-numbers at 270,000, which it 
said was more than enough to sustain a 
short season safely. But research shows 
that some of the eight game species in 

· WA are down to 3000 birds or fewer. 
The Environmental Protection 

Authority has already warned that water 
birds are dying from botulism in WA 
lakes and population pressures are also 
threatening breeding areas. 

The argument that shooting ducks for 
the roasting dish is no worse than 
slaughtering lambs does not hold water. 

Sheep and cattle are killed under 
conditions that are as humane as possible 
while ducks are often maimed from ' a 
distance and left to die. And while lamb 
and beef are staples of our diet, the same 
could hardly be argued for wild duck . 

It is hard to see why Mr Taylor ended 
the two-year shooting moratorium when 
public concern about the environment 
and wildlife is at a·· peak. 
· This season sh~i~H~f°'be the last.i ---------

·' ~! 

I ' 

• 
~D-uck · shooting despite pledge · 
THE WA Government lified the two­
year . ban on duck shooting despite an 
election promise last year to increase 
the protection of wildlife. 

Item 55 of the ALP's state platform 
for the 1989 election said: MLabor will 
... prohibit the shooting or trapping of 
waterfowl in all wetland nature 
reserves:" This was approved by the 
state conference in September 1988. · 

The first batch of environmental 
mate_rial release_d by the ALP during the 
election campaign quoted the Premier 
Mr Dowding, as saying: MLabor has tak~ 

l 't, ·<,,., ,, , .. , , ,_., 

en strong action to protect our native 
birds. Finch trapping and duck shooting 
have been banned." · 

When someone realised that the 
ducks were protected only by a shooting 
moratorium and not a ban, the environ­
mental policy was withdrawn and reis- : i 
sued with the second sentence deleted. 

But in its final form the statement 
went on to rromise: MA Dowding Gov­
ernment wil crack down on people who 
deliberately harm wildlife." '. 

• Editorial, page 10 
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. THE duck-shooting season began this 
morning. Throughout the State hunters 
were out at .dawn, thigh-deep in water, 

awaiting their quarry. 

Equipped with automatic or pump-action shot­
guns, decoys bobbing on the surface, quack 
imitators poised, these hardy souls prepared 
for their sport. 

With all the hunters' technological aids, it 
hardly adds up to fair contest. 

Shooters claim it is. a sport. But it is really a 
slaughter and cannot be compared with 
stopping a charging rogue buffalo or track• 
ing a man-eating tiger. 

And anybody claiming they shoot ducks for the 
table is stretching a point. There is little 
pleasure in such eating when mouthfuls are 
int~rrupted by havin~ to spit out lead. 

But there is an element of real danger today. 
The shooters and the conservationists have 
each imported Victorian expert advisers. 

Feelings are running high, and therein lies the 
danger. Strong, even passionate, emotions 
combined with loaded guns and itchy trigger 
fingers are a ready-made recipe for disaster. 

A strategic police presence will · be on . hand 
hoping to keep the peace among people, but 
ducks may not be the only casualties today. 

Perhaps things would be different if the ducks 
could shoot back. 

- .-
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1Visual tests urged 
for duck shooters 
SHOOTING organisations want 
a species identification test intro­
duced for duck hunters. 

The move \vould weed out 
"once-a 0 year cowboys" who gave 
duck hunting a bad .name, said Mr 
Jon Branch, of the Sporting Shoot­
ers' Association. 

Mr Branch said yesterday that 
the WA Shooting Association, 
which represents all gun sports 
organisations, had asked the Minis­
ter for Conservation and Land 
Management, Mr Taylor. last year 
to introduce testing. 

Compulsory visual identification 
testing will be introduced in Victo­
ria this year. To pass, would-be 
hunters will have to idcntifv water 

· fowl flashed on a video screen for 
three seconds. 

"The shooter has to be able to 

By ANNE BURNS 

pick up the identifying marks on 
the TV screen and accurately name 
a majority of species," Mr Branch 
said. 

He said shooting organisations 
were committed to seeing such 
tests introduced to WA .. 

A spokesman for Mr Ta·ylor said 
that the minister· was considering 
introducing a test before any future 
duck season. 

A reco·gnition test was favoured 
regardless of how many protected 
birds were shot during this year's 
four-week duck season. 

There had not been enough 1·ead 
. time to introduce testing before the 
sta'rt of the current season, the 
spokesman said_. 

The Sporting Shooters' Associa­
tion and the WA Field and Game 
Association both hold waterbird 
identification courses for shooters. 

An i ma! liberation ist Laurie 
Levy, who led Sunday's protest 
against duck shooting, said an 
identification test might save some 
protected birds but only a total 
shooting ban ·would ensure rare 
species were not killed. · · 

Dc~pitc attempts by sh~ollng· 
organisations to educate hunters 
over the past four years, more than.; 
600 protected birds, including 154 .. 
rare freckled ducks; had been ille­
gally slaughtered in Victoria last · 
year. 

.. Introducing species identifica­
tion tests will cost WA taxpayers a 
lot of money just so a handful of 
people can continue their thrill kill­
ing." he said. 

Wildlife officers charge 26 
THE shooting of three protected 
hirds and actions by trigger-happy 
hunters have led to 26 shooters 
being charged with offences 
against wildlife . 

Wildlife officers of the Depart­
ment of Conservation and Land 
i\lanagement apprehended the 
hunters on Sunda,· at lakes 
around the South-West. 

At Lake Coyrecup, near Katan­
ning, a hunter shot two coots and 
at Esperance a man shot a crow. 

They will be charged by sum-

mons with taking protected spe­
cies . Tht·Y face a maximum fine of 
$-1000. . 

In the BL•1·erley area, at Yenwn­
ning Lakes and· Channel La.kl-s, 
21 shooters jumped the gun and 
started firing hcfore the official 
opening time of 6am. 

Despite warnings from wildlife 
officers to obsene the starting 
time the first shots rang out before 
sunrise at 4.50am. 

In the \\'agin area one hunter 
was caught shooting a game bird 

1 n the water, com·iction for which 
carries a maximum penalty of 
$1000, and another · was found fir-
ing before 6am. · 

A hunter caught shooting with­
out a licence will also be charged 
with gi1·ing a false name. 

Department officers patrolled 
22 wetland areas on Sunday from 
the Murchison to Esperance. 

They will make regular checks 
at popular shooting spots for the 
remainder of the four-week 
s~ason. · 
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Some of the WA Native Bird Hospital's young patients. Picture: BILL PLOWMAN. 

,luck shooting season . 1 too early1 

IE DUCK shooting season should 
postponed because the breeding 

1son is not yet con1plc1c. accord­
r. to WA Native Bird Hospital 
:ordinator Sue Smith. 
.-\hnut 50 ducklings. most of them· 
,·c ics allowed to be shot. ·were he­
~ c:ircd for at the Mundaring hos-

, ial, Mrs Smith said. 
None would have been fullv 

own before the season started 0~1 
mday. 
The Department of Consavation 
,d Land M,111agcment decides the 
11c of the season for the south-west 
,J Eu.cla areas partly 011 the hl'licf 

By LISE COL YER 

that thl' breeding and fledgling stage 
for ducks is complete. · 

But Mrs Smith said it was not 
u11l'ommo11 for the ducks to con­
tinue breeding thrnugh December. 

"By the time the shooting season 
bl·gins. ducklings that were horn 
during lkccmber will be 
three-quarter ducks." she said . 

" . .\pan from ihcir fluffy h<·llil'S 
and thl·ir flight "ings not h,·1ng 
dc,dopeJ. thn will look just likl· 
dud .. ~ in the w:lll'L · 

"They won't be able to fly and 
you can't tell me that some shooters 
won't go for them because they will 
he easy targets in the water." 

·· /vlrs Smith said that if thnc had 
to he any shooting season\. tlu:y 
should he held in win :er. hdiJre the 
breeding sl·ason . 

Watc·r lcvds were high then and 
the· ducks would han: a "sporting 
chance". 

..\ dqiartmcnl spok<·sman. Mr 
Dun l\·lunro . saHJ he was unaware of 
an) hrcL·ding still i;oing. <lil hut therL' 
n1uld he• som,· alrnll! the· Swan coa\l­
al plain "hne. wi1l1 it~ cornl11ion\. 

.. 

breeding could continue throughout 
the year. 

/\Ir Munro said young ducks were 
protcctcd by a regulation preventing 
an,· bird to be shot below 3m above 
th~ water. unless a duck had been 
injured and had to be killed on the 
ground. 

It would be difficult. IO defer- the 
season because wetlands would , 
begin drying up. lea v ing ducks )"ith 
lillk refuge . 

. .\ winter shooting SL"asnn would 
also be diflirnl1 be,·au~e duck s 
lw!!an hn:cdine. aft~r th,· lirst rains . 
us~1:11ly a~ carli as .lune·. 
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CONSERVATION COuNCIL TO CALL FOR PUB.LI.G INQUIRY it,~~,,,, .. ,,.,,. 
:::-·;_~ .·•:-

• Uka lathar ... a boy watches dad aim !or supper 

Out ··f··· ··o,r'· .,·,.·._._ · 
..., .. , 

a 
J '\ •• • 

duCk! 
By NOAM AISBETT 

THE Conservation Council will 
call on Env-ironment Minister Bob 
Pearce to order a public inquiry 
into the future of duck shooting in 
WA. 

Council prcsidcnl Phil Jennings said 
yesterday that a lcner calling for the 
inquiry would go to Mr Pearce this 
week. 

Dr Jennings .s.aid the the council believed 
lhcre were two grounds on which duck 
shooting should be banned or at least placed 
under more· stringent conditions. They 
were: 

• Pollution of the wetlands from spent 
shot and c.a.nridges. 

• The threat from shooting to four en­
dangerered water fowl species. 

He said a ban was most appropriate. It 
would be in line with ALP State Policy and r:: p;chif~fe~tit~~ :rair::;;:~r Pcl~r Dowd-

Also, former Environment Minister Bar­

~o~~t~t~~~~:is_:~;:~ would be no • Surfboard saint. · .. a proteSter rescues victims of the morning·s sport. Pictures: ROSS SWANBOROUGI .. 

Dr Jennings said the 
council had completed a 
public opinion survey 
showing 75-80 per cent of 
the population was op­
posed 10 duck. shooting. 

He revealed 1hc council 
had already .Hkcll the En­
vironmcnlal Protection 
Authority to hold an inqui ­
ry into the appropriatcnc:s.s 
of a 1990 shooting season. 

But this was torpedoed by 
·conscrva1ion and Lln<l 
ManagcmCnt Minister la 
Taylor'! '" .rnrpri,e"• an­
nounccmclll or a 19')0 sea­
son - in conflicl with 

Hunters keep Levy in sight 
TOP Viclurlan animal liberationist Ulurie Lcr)' 
was neYtr lonely al L.w.ke Wannamal )'Cstcrd..11.y­
lhe shootina lobby s11w lo thllt. 

In a rcfflJU'kable 1:11.mc ur ''ducks and drakes''. 
the lanky Lc,-y was sh.11duwc<l lhroughoul lhc da)" 
by al lcasl two Field and Gil.me Associ11.tiun mcm• 
hers, one with a camera. 

One or hls shadows, with a n&tlio, ~l ud. like 

~!:~-d~~~l:Fzt:t~~ !~~lhh~!:i~~;~~;-~~-I 

sla&e-manoJ(c cnnll lo Krah publicil)". 

Lery, ¥rho moves swirtl)' through lhc mud \lit: 
the agilit}' or a aianl cr..1.ne, was dclit,:hlcJ. 

.. I think il's terrific. Nurmall)' hl•'d be ou1 lhl'r 
with • JtUn," he uid . 

"There .arc .a Jot of hunters (':I.Tf)'in.: c:rnh·r:, 
luday inslc·ad or tl:uns, and l lhiuk thai' 
ranlutic." 

---------~--------~ ALP policy. 
TI1c more showed lhc militory-sryle urganisa­

• Laurie Levy · flun of the ,hooters, who ~lie,-td Lc,-y would 

Field and Game spokuman Tu11y O'llril·n ,;ii,I 
"\Ve- thouJ::ht l..:iurir nttdcd ~0111(' C'ump1mio11,hip 
He's ii. nice KUY .11.nd lhey can li:.m: • lillll' ch:..11 ;1 

lhc)" ,ulk around." · 
TEXT FOR TODAY 

Eccleslaslos; 
or The Preacher 2: 23 

fe r all his C:ays aa sor10 .... s. and 
his travai l grief ; ·~ea, his heut 
1JKeth no! rest 1n lht n1ghL This 
is also vanity. 

KING JAMES VERSION 
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otia, lod J.87 IKIB4 
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M1!~1~:11ri~it~ ~l~~,·1~::; .~~,~~.!!;!,!,;.:hung live birds 
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~~:~ ~~6: 
ALL HOURS 

ducks were hung from the belts ofshootcrs during 
a ··war games" start to 1hc hunting season at Lake 
Wannamal, 50km from Gingin, yesterday. 

The charge is among complaints liled with !he Coali­
tion Against Duck Shooting (CADS) at the lakeside. 

However, National Federation or Field und Game 
Associations administrator Tony O"Brien has ridiculed 
the claim, s.aying he 'd never seen a live duck. on a ·bcll. 

··Jt was more likely the nervous system of a dead duck 
going into convulsions. That's normal with dealh," he 
said. 

' "They will lry 10 dig up every allcg:Hion. I'm waiting 
for the claims of rape and se:..ual harassment." 

CADS joint-coordinator 

Motorvation 1 90 
Joan Payne allege9 that, 
when a rescuer told a 
shooter that a duck on his 
belt was still alivC, he re• . 
plied "yes, I know," and 
lau11ihed. She alleged other 
simd:u reports but that 
was the only case where ;i 

shooter replied to bird 

DATE: 28 January i 0am-Spm, 29 January 9am-5pm. · 
Show 'N' Shine and driving events on both days. 

-VENUE: cannington Central Raceway 
Atbany Highway, Cann,ngton . 

COST: Adults - $6.00 
· Children - S3.00 (Under 12) 

Family - $12.00 
Psrticli,ant entry Information avallable by contacting 

Tim Monnery (09) 398 7338. 

rescuers. 
The CADS "incident" 

list of compl.iints also 
included: 

• A number of shoote rs 
being told by n CALM olli­
cer 10 collect spent car­
trid&es from the waler but 
foiling 10 do so. The car-

:~~dJ.e\~tl("~fJh~ffice:~ 
was sc:en collecting spent 
can ridges. · 

• Some shooters blasl­
ing ducks. mostly grey teal, 
and not collect in& them be­
came they were too smnll. 

. • Certain successful 
shoolers pooling ducks 
wi1h less-successful shoot• 
ers so 1hey wouldn't reach 
the individual bag limil 
·100 quid.:ly. 

eTwo instances of birds 
being shot - :11 the start of 
the s.hoot - while sillina 
on the w;;i,ter. 

• Shouters nol waiting 
for the siren ·ro stort the 
season and ••jumping the 
l'lln 

on· their belts' 
• A Protected coot being 

shol and lcfl on the water. 
A rescuer tried to retrieve 
the wounded bird but it 
dived nnd disappeared. 

• The rear hatch win­
dow of o2 C;tr belonging 10 
two bird-r:;scucrs being 
smashed while they were 
on the water. 

e A shot bci ng fired in 
the direction or a rescuer 
trying to rescue a wounded 
mountain duck. 

Mrs Payne said she was 
··1otolly satisfied" the re­
pons were genuine. 

10~\e;e;;~l~~1~~nl9~g 
duck-shooting sc:ison be­
ing prepared for the Dc­
panment of Conservation 

!~~ ~i~i~e:4:~~f!;it
1 

Stolen 
Tony O'Drien claimed 

"diny lricks"" by animal 
liberationists on the water. 

Birds wen: stolen and 
dead ducks were "soiled" 
on the lake to give the im­
pression that shoo1cn were 

~h
0
c

1
~~n~ntb::sdco "l~~ 

photo&raphed. 
Protest organisers showed· 

"'1 tot:il disregard" for hu­
man life by pull in& ine.:..pc­
rienccd people - many of 
1hcm young univc~itr s1u­
den1s - into the treacher­
ous lake and :i.mid the 
shoo1inii. 
Some bird-rcs.cucrs' com­

pl.11.inL\ Wc'.'re lhc likely re­
sult or iuc:,;pericncc wi1h 
rl:n,.,;,.., ,.,,,..,,.,,., , Tl,..,, 

~a~t;;~t~ttr:kc~arned 

••If a shooter fired near a 
prolcster he was probably 

!:J~~Jedl ~ir:~s~~ ~iri~ 
en said. "One shooter had 
15 pr0Le.1.1ers around him 
who knew nolhinp. aboul 
guns and wouldn"t kuo"· 
what he was doing." 

Mr O'Brien said the esti­
mated 150 shoolers. · who 

were rUlly briefed hcforr­
hand, showed &rc:it di~l ,. 
plinc and did not fire ;1 
shot before 6am. Th1\ 
could be veriril·d '" 
CALM o!Ticers. 

He said shooters would 
not accept oilers of dc:Ht 
_birds because thcr did 1101 .• 

know where they had comr 
from J.nd ii w:i!. .. swamp ·· 
ctiqucllc"' 1101 to ta~,· 
someone else's bird. 
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• Police move in to cool off duck shooting protester Laurie Levy (left) and duck shooter Stephen Clint. 
Picture - KERRY BERRINGTON 

Crack shots duck 
• 1n hunting protest 

POLICE moved in twice 
as shooters and protesters . 
clashed at a Fremantle 
rally yesterday on the eve 
of the WA duck-shooting 
season. 

Confrontations were broken 
up as emotions ran high. 

More than 250 people atten­
ded the rally and opponents · of 
duck shooting were spurred on 
by Victorian campaigner Laurie 
Levy. 

Both groups received a last­
minute warning from the State 
Government. 

The acting Minister for Con­
servation anrl Land Manag-e­
mcnt, Mr \\'ilson, said future• 
seasons could be cancelled if 
strict safety controls were 
ignorc_d. 

He appealed to shooters and 
protesters to adopt a rcs11onsi­
blc ap11roach. 

More than 100 Campaign 
Against Duck Shooting (CADS) 
protesters are expected at Lake 

By CHRIS MANLY and 
LLOYD DONALDSON 

Wannamal, near .Glngln, this 
morning to try to sabotage 
WA's first duck-shooting 
season In two years. 

WA Field and Game Associa­
tion safety . officer Stephen 
Clint said: "These people are 
an accident waiting to happen. 

"They have been given· no 
safety Instructions about walk­
Ing In front of shotguns capable 
of killing them. 

Safety 
"CADS and l,auric Levy are 

not interested in the safety of 
these peo11lc.. , 

"Unless they arc told what 
can happen, they arc going to 
get hurt. It is shooters who are 
going to be blamed." 

lie said the association would 
photograph protesters stealing 
birds or provoking Incidents as 

, ., ( 

evidence for possible prosecu-. 
tions. · · 

Mr Levy told the ·rally that 
. duck shooting was nothing 
more than a legalised · "thrlll 
kill". 

lie said: "It's dangerous out 
there. We are walking Into a 
war zone but we are prepared to 
take the risk to help defence­
less native water birds. 

"We are not out there looking 
for a confrontation with duck 
hunters. We don't carry guns -
they do. If there are any human 
victims It will be the rescuers, 
not the hunters," 

Mr Levy backed off ti om e·ar­
lier statements that protesters 
would stand In front of shooters 
to 11rotect ducks. 

lie snid: "Our role is to pick 
up the injured, the maimed and 
the crippled birds. 

Protected species found dead 
would he brought out and 
presented to CALM. 

• Editorial Page 44 
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duck shoot ban 
By BRENDAN 
NICHOLSON 

ANIMAL liberati,j nisls will 
·ask the WA Supreme Court 
today to ban the duck shooting 
-season which opens on Sun­
.day. · 

The president of the Conser­
vation Council of WA. Dr Phil 
Jennings, said the council had 
briefed a barrister Lo seek an 
order to quash the decision by 

, the Minister for Conservation 
and Land Mangement, Mr Tay­
lor, to declare a shooting season. 

The council believed the deci­
sion late last year to end the 
two-vear moratorium on water 
bird· shooting was based on · 

_incorreci and incomplete infor­
. mation. _ 

This had led Lhe minister to 
0 conclude that a season would not 

pose a threat to the conservation 
_ of water fowl. 

Mr Taylor 

The council would present 
evidence that the survival of sev­
eral . important species might be 
threatened by the _season. 

These included the chestnut 
teal and the Australasian shovel­
ler, both of which were on the 
shooters' list. 

"The council wants the season 
cancelled," he said. "If we arc 

· Dr Jennings 
successful we hope the minister 
will be required to appear before 
the Supreme Court _ to explain 
the basis for his decision." 

Dr Jennings said . the council 
was also concerned about the 
minister's decision to permit the 
use of lead shot when consider­
able scientific evidence existed 
to prove the threat posed to 
water fowl by lead poisoning. 

Two drown in rescue bid 
HOBART: A man and his 
daughter drowned off a small 
beach on Tasmania's east coast 
yesterday while h·ying to rescue 
111 o children from the water .a 

Police lnspertor Dal'id Flem­
ing said the 64-year-old man 
and his 38-year-uld daui;hter 
had been trying to sal'e two 
young farriily members from. a 
hea")' rip when they also swam 
into difficult\' and drowned 
north of Four \Jile Beach. 

The children - a bol' and a 
girl of un kno11 n ages ..:_ were 

ercntually rescued by onlookers 
and 11ere described last night as 
phy.sically well but "olll'iously 
quite distressed". 

Four i\lile Beach, west of 
Launceston near the smail 
coastal town of Falmouth, was 
fairly isolated and unpatrollcd. 

"On the southern end there's 
a 1ery hea1·y rip going in there 
at the moment and the1· (the 
children) got into difficulty and 
of course the people went. 0111 to 
try and help and got caught in 
the rip," Insp. Fleming said. 

About JO tJ) 40 holiday­
makers were enjoying the beach 
when, soon hefore 12.20pm, the 
pair noticed the boy and gid in 
dif!icully and swam to their res­
cue. 

The dead couple and the 1110 
sunil'ing children 11t•rc all rrom 
llohart. 

Police did not know the fam­
ily relationships hct11ccn the 
four last nigh! and 11 nuld not 
release !heir names. 

• A town's tribute, page 5 

. . 
Even one lead pellei picked up 

from the water and swallowed by 
a duck could kill it. 
. ~The · last wild Californian 

Condor _died recently . from lead 
poisoning ca'used by ,-peJJ.ets it 
swallowed whil.e · foraging _ for 
food fl. he said '.' -: · : .. ;:: ... · 

D~ Jennings said the council 
had also written tci the chairman 
of the Environmental Protection 
Authority, Mr' Barry Carbon, 
asking the authority 10· use its 
power to prevent lead pollution 
of the WA wetlands. 

The court action is being han­
dled by a council affiliate, the 
Waterbird Conservation Group. 
.. . The fourcweek duck hunting 
season . in the South-,West and 
Eucla. begins on January 14 and 

"there will be a year-round _open 
season in the Kimberley and the 
rest of the state. 

Opponents of duck shooting 
plan to "buzzfl WA's wetlands in 
a light aircraft to frighten away 
ducks. Volunteers will also risk 
their lives paddling kayaks 
around the siate's waterways to 
shield . the birds froin hi.inters. 
· ·Others will stand by to rescue 

the hundreds of water birds that 
opponents of shooting expect to 
be wounded over the coming 
weeks. 

Shooters and their opponents 
have nown in experts from the 
eastern states to plan their strate­
gics amid the growing row in 
WA about the WA Govern­
ment's decision to end the two­
year moratorium on the sport. 

WA conservationists say Mr . 
Taylor recklessly ignored EPA 1 

warnings that severe botulism in 1 

WA lakes could kill water birds 
and of the growing pressure on 
breeding· gro·u·nds ·as' wcihiiids 
gave way to development. 

'\ 
I I, 

I \ 

' 

·1 

' I _ 

!' ' 
' 

(•. ; 

I I 



• 

tLf-(rL(~ 
t 

Outrage over duck 
shooting · decision 

WA CONSERVATIONISTS have 
blasted the Government for 
"recklessly" reintroducing duck 
shooting .and have accused it of 
selling out to the "pseudo sports­
men)' of the gun lobby. 

The vice-president of the Con­
servation Council of WA, Mrs 
Joan Payne, said . the decision was . 
atrocious. 

I By BRENDAN NICHOLSON I 
also failed to consider the continu­
ing loss of significant breeding 
grounds which was critical to the 
accurate assessment of waterfowl 
populations. 

Syd Shea, said he was disguste:! 
that the council had ·challenged the 
professional integrity of staff who 
prepared the biological data _on 
which the duck shooting decision 
was based. 

The department's role was to 
provide the best professional infor­
mation on the possible effect of a 

•. shootinl;\ season on the long· :!~rm 

. The Government had ignored 
the Environmental Protection 
Authority's warnings that severe 
boiulism in WA lakes could kill 
water birds, she said. 

. . Mrs Payne said environmental­
ists were forced to doubt the sin­
cerity of. the Department of Con­
servation and Land Management 
as "the ·supposed protectors of 
native fauna". 

population of ducks. . · . • · . 
He said the conservation. coun° 

cil's statement went close to .being· 
libellous and he challenged it:: to 
name any officer who had not prO:. 
vided impartial technical advice on 
the issue. -In a joint statement issued with 

the ,Waterbird Conservation 
Group, Mrs Payne said shooting 
and pollution were acting in con­
cert to wipe out WA waterfowl 
populations. 

· . CALM was actively promoting 
duck shooting to the extent that it 
ran a workshop entitled "why 
ducks do not mind being shot", she 
said. 

A restricted four-week duck 
hunting season in the South-West 
and Eucla land divisions begins on 
January 14. There will be a 
year-round season in the Kimber­
ley and the rest of the state. 

CALM had stopped being the 
department that protected wildlife 
and was overseeing its slaughter. 

She said the Government had CALM's executive director, Dr 

,•could · vvipe 
out birds' 

THE State Government authorised 
the shooting of almost four times 
rriorc than the known population of 
duck game when it announced the 
1990 duck. shooting season, according 
the Coalition Against Duck Shooting. 

A spokesman for the coalition, Mrs 
Joan Payne, said 1he number of ducks • 
which could be shot legally in the south­

·west during the duck shooting season, 
which begins on January · 14, amounted 
to overkill. . .. · 

Each shooter would be allowed to kill 
live .ducks in the first day and 10 each 
day after that during the JO-day season, 
Mrs Payne sai\ t. 

This amounted to 295 ducks each, 
and, according to 1987 figures, WA had 
'2'!51 registered duck shooters, she said. 

Tha, meant 872,315 ducks could b~ 
shot, but, according to unpublished 
Marrh 1989 figures recorded by the 
Royal Australian Ornithologists' Union, 
the population of game ducks in the 
south-west was less than . 280,000, Mrs 
Payne said. 

She said 1043 rhestnut teals were' 

L By LISE COLYER 
---~ 

recorded in 1988 by the union so it 
would take only four shooters to legally 
wipe oul the species. 

Low numbers of Australasian shovel­
ler, pink-cared and hardhcad species put 
them in similar danger, she said . 

Mrs Payne said thi.: Department or 
Conservation and Land · Managemenl 
was expecting a flood of complaints 
against the duck. shooting season. 

She ·saicl the executive c1·ircctor of the 
department, Dr Syd Shea, had issued 
instructions to department workers on · 
how lo deal with lire calls. A copy had 
been leaked to the group. 

Mrs Payne said workers were urged 10 
say the season was expected to have 
little impact on duck numbers and 
important wetlands would be closed to 
hunting. 

The ,\cling Minister of the dcpart­
menl, tlfr Wilson, said last night he did 
not have lhc rclevanl information 011 
hand. so he could not rommcnt. 

' 
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Ducks~ TO THE I . • : •, . ... . . .;.• •• 

lobby . . . • 
to k~ep, Ducks still 
up fight b . d. 

EDITOR I . .. .•• •• .-· • 

A:~IC:T~::A:::~;og ree . 1ng 
protesters will continue I REFER to a statement f to rescue injured birds ord Park, Lynwood, have the quick death mel-
on the three remaining made· by the -Victorian where, . nn January l I,. ed out to their parents by 
weekends of the duck and National Federa- three days before the duck the hunters' bullet; without 

tion of Field and Game shooting season starts, · I their parents support they 
shooting season. Association's adminis- saw two young duck fam- will sufTer a slow and agon-

Waterbird Conservation- :, trator Tony O'Brien ilies a few days old. · ising death . - Mrs Eve 
Group sp0kcswom~n Joan , that the duck breeding Fortunately these two Parry, Lynwood. 
Payne said rescuers efforts . , season is over and ac- small families will be safe 
at the weekend kept down . cusin" the animal liber- from the hunters' guns. 
the toll of ducks and pro- · P f • Tl ·11 · 
tccted birds. at~onists o lytng about iey w1 grow 1n 

this. strength, protected by their 
She did not believe pro­

testers' presence in the 
lakes c&Wed more birds to 
be killed . 

Tony O'Brien is sadly 
misinformed . 

parents, to give pleasure to 
the people in tile surround­
ing district and who mar­
vel at the trust these birds 
show in the human race. 

Unfortunately many 
more young ducks will not • Tony O'Brien 

Protesters were "standing 
quietly in the water along­
side shooters", and were 
handing over dead birds 
they had picked up so that 
shooters would not have to · 
kill more. 

I phoned a CALM officer 
who agreed that the breed­
ing season was not over -

. that there are indeed still 
young flappers unable to 
fly. 

. I found additional proof 
of this on a lake in Wood- Mindless act 

But she said most shoot-· 
crs had not accepted these 
ducks. as they were either 
100 small or not edible. 

Ms Payne said the pres­
ence of CALM officials. 
Field and Game officers 
and police - as · well as 
pro1cstcrs - made shoot­
ers more aware of their ac­
tions and kept emotions on 
both sides under control. 

Bu I the areas where there 
were no rescuers would not 
have had the same 
restraint . 

" If people riad not been at 
that particular place the 
casualties would have been 
higher," she said. 

"It would have been quite 
devastating." 

THERE arc very few issues 
in life that do not benefit 
from considering another 
point of view. 

But there can be no just i­
fication , at any level, for 
the so-called sport of duck 
shooting. 
Sport, by its very defini-

1 io11, is the act of pitting 
OllL' 0 s skill against an oppo­
nent or the clements or a 
beast with equal ability 

and opportunity on both 
sides. 

What sport is there in 
shooting helpless creatures 
out of the sky? 

Although I am offended 
as a human being by this 
mindless act. I am not ap­
proaching the issue emo­
tively, nor am I a radical 
L'Onscrvationist or fanatic. 

I am simply one who be­
I ieves that we humans do 
not own ·the earth, nor any 

: oft he living things upon it . 
We are· privileged to share 

life's ~real bounty with ev­
erything that exists. 

You cannot kill one single 
creature or tree or water 
supply without diminish­
ing yourself as a person . 

Think about that before 
you next pull the trigger 
and bring down one of 
life's . noble creatures. 
These birds co·uld give 

you so much pleasure if 
you would stop to watch 
their Oight instead of shat­
tering their lives for a mo-

• ment's satisfaction or a 
meal that's consumed and 
forgollcn in minutes. -
Charmaine Saunders, 
Subiaco. 
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Court bid ·torwct't1Ck.'Shoot ban 
:f{f!¥j~~~'.K'-3~ -WA conservatio~ists failed 
:•';•-·' _ -~ ---· •.,:·• ,,)'WEW•\<\'t' vesterdav in a bid to have 
, . ••· the Supreme Court ban the 

j . .. ~ ... ii,, . -

Ms Payne 

duck shooting season which 
begins tomorrow. 

Justice Franklvn dis­
missed an application to 
have a writ issued against 
the !\·linister for Conserva­
"tion and Land Management, 
Mr Taylor, quashing his 
decision to end a two-.vear 
moratorium on duck shoot-

;0\he application was filed 
by the Waterbird Conserva­
_tion Group Inc, an affiliate 
:of the Conservation Council 
of WA, and two individuals 
- Joan Elizabeth Payne, the 
group's president, and Keith 
Smith, chairman of the WA ' 
Native Bird Hospital. 

By BRENDAN 
NICHOLSON 

· Justice Franklvn said the 
application was ·brought at 
the last minute. 

The minister was not giv­
en time to meet the largdy 
unsubstantiated allegations 
of the applicants. 

The conservationists said 
the minister did not take 
into account factors such as 
the- community attitude to · 
duck shooting, the effect of 
shooting on protected spe­
cies of duck and the effects 
of lead poisoning on water­
fowl and the wetlands. 

They produced a docu­
ment on which the minis-

ter's office said Mr Tavlor's 
decision was based \Vhich 
simply stated that there was 
an estimated total of 
270,000 ducks in V..'A. 

The document _ produced 
by the Department of Con­
servation and Land Manage­
ment_ did not include the 
fact that numbers of some 
species of game ducks were 
down, the applicants said . 
_ These included the cnest­
nut teat, down to about 
1030,· and the hardhead, 
which · was down to about 
1040. 

Justice Franklyn said he 
was not satisfied that Mr 
Taylor's decision was based 

· only on the expert informa­
tion outlined by the appli-

cants. It also would be clear­
ly impossible to notiiy in 

time all those preparing to 
go hunting on Sunday. 

''A severe injustice could 
result," he said. 

e Police ha\·e ~Prl'pared · 
quick-response teams to 
quell problems which ma: 
arise when duck shooters 
confront protesters on Sun­
day morning. 

Acting Chief-Supt Aurie l­
J oh n Smith pleaded with 
protesters and hunters to use 
common sense and not 
endanger anyone's li fe. 

He said all regions had 
been alerted and teams were 
on s~ndbv to~ ~nt from 
Perth to· nearby hunting 
locations if trouble flared . 

fails 



Ban shocks 
the shooters 
·ANIMAL libbcrs are elated but duck-shooters arc 
"stunned and amazed" at new Conservation and 
Land Management Minister Bob Pearce's .inten-
tion to have the sport banned. . 

Mr Pearce. who is also Environment Minister, says 
duck shooting is "a bit primitive" and is not an environ­
mentally-sensitive activity. 

A final decision rests I By NORM AISBETT J 
with State Cabinet but he • -
will oppose any move for a 
future season. 

Prom inent Victorian an­
imal libber Laurie Levy. 
who came to WA to lead 
protests over the recently­
concl udcd 1990 season 
said from Melbourne 
:oday: 

"I think it's wonderful, 
terrific . Mr Pearce's state­
·,11cnt shows that we are, 
indeed. living in an en­
lightened society. 

" Duck shooting is an 
anachro nism. ll belongs in · 
the past and has no rele­
vance to the present or 
future . 

"The WA Labor Party 
has a policy not toallow 
duck shooting and Cabinet 
obviously went against the 
wishes of its own Party 
members and their own 
policy in allowing the 1990 
season ." 

WA Field and Game As­
sociation State president 

Barry Carson said the asso­
ciation was stunned and 
amazed that Mr Pearce 
"could come out so early 
with such a statement 
without gi ving the relevant 
associations an opportuni­
ty to discuss the issue with 
him." 

Mr Carson said it was • 
panicuarly disappointing 
given the excellent perfor- · 
ma nee by shooters over the 
recent ~eason . 

/°!~a .,_ 
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s_ays no 
. , LJ , , I , 

t9} ,,c;lu.~t< 
season 
THE WA Minister for 
the Environment, Mr 
Pearce, wants to ban 
duck shooting. 

"As far as l· am con­
cerned there will not be 
any more duck shooting 
in WA," he said last 
night. 

"It is a bit primitive 
and not, in my view, an 
activity sensitive to the 
environment." 

The Government's 
decis ion to lift the 
moratorium on the 
shooting of water fowl in 
WA to allow a season 
this yea r outraged 
conservationists. 

But they failed in a 
last-minute bid to have 
the contro versial season 
bloc ked in the WA 
Supreme Court. 

· Mr Pearce was given 
the other "green" portfo­
lio of Conservation and 
Land Management in 
the recent Cabinet 
reshuffie. . . 

He sa id the decision 
to lift the ban was made· 
by Cabinet and . not his 
predecessor, Mr Taylor. 

The final decision 
would b£ up to the 
whole Cab inet and not 
to him alone. 

But Mr Pearce said 
that when t~e question 
came up again for con­
side rauon, he would 
oppose any move for., a · 
new season. . ...... 
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lolaim-
lshot 
ldown 
§ By NORM AISBETT 

§ SHOTS have been 
§ fired at claims by 
§ duck-hunting lobbyists 
§ that no flightless '' flap­
§ pers" arc at risk in the 
~ coming season. 
§ The WA Native Bird 

· '§ Hospital in Mundaring = yesterday put I I duck­
§ lings on show to disprove 
§ the claim. 
§ Six of the ducklings 
§ shown to the Daily News 
§ were admitted 10 the hos­
§ pital only three days ago. 

§ It is feared that duck-· 
§ lings such as these will be 
§ left motherless by hunters = and . could suffer fright 
§ and other disturbance 
§ during the hunting. • FLIGHTLESS ORPHANS: Two ducklings at 

the bird hospital. Picture: PETER RAMSHAW 1·· Breeding 
- lings brought in from' Bic-
§ Hospital chairman ton, where they were be-
§ Keith Smith displayed ing chased by crows, were = the youns birds after what born on Christmas Eve. 
§ he· described as a "false 
=_ .and slanderous" state- ~'.'Ducklings arc fligtitless 

b for IO weeks, which = ment y. National Field means this batch won't be 
§ and Game Association = admi-nstrator Tony ~ing until the middle of 

arch ... . . 

-
§_ O'Brien. · 

Mr Smith said the-other 
§ Commenting on animal five ducklings were -not 
§ liberation opposition to much older. = the opening of the shoot- "The flappers now in the 
§ ing season on Sunday. Mr hospital are only the tip of 
§ O'Brien told the Daily the iceberg," he said. = News on Monday:"They • Keith Smith: 
§ will go through a pattern "Slanderous" "There is no doubt the 
§ oflies, making allegations season has been opened = that ducks in WA are still member of Animal Libcr- too early. , · 
§ breeding, that the young at ion , said yesterday: "Mr O'Brien would 
§ are still flappers and un- ··we have the evidence know that the Eastern = able to fly. that nappers are still States· duck-shooting sea_-• 
~ "That is all incorrect. ac- about ... and I take great son does not start until 
=-= cording,. 10 the_.·_wildlife . exception to being called • the ~ginning of March 

I ·a liar. · - even though they 
= peop e. ·· breed earlier than ducks § Mr Smith, who is not a "The batch of six du~k- in W ,t.." 
5'111111111111111111111111IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIHIHlllllllllllllll111ill&UWUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII_IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
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Doctor wants tougher gun laws 
1 DNEY: A leading psychiatrist 
,\ called for a dramatic toughcn­
g of gun· laws to reduce the rate 
murder and violence. 

I )r John Ellard. chairman of Syd­
, ·s Nonhsidc Clinic and a former 
,1rman of the NSW Law Founda-
11 . s:iid people who shot birds and 
, mals for sport should not be 
"'cd to own guns. 

! 11 an article in the latest Medical 
1 rnal of Australia. Dr Ellard said 
1 only those with an Mironclad 

need .. should be allowed to own 
guns. 

-if we feel it appropriate to be 
concerned about whales. the ozone 
layer and plastic bags. surely we 
could extend the same concern lo our 
fellow men. and more panicularly, to 
our fellow women, in whose bodies 
most of the bullets lodge, - he said. 

Dr Ellard said people should be 
allowed only 10 own guns if they 
needed them for their work or if they 
enjoyed the precision of shooting at 
inanimate targets. 

He said permissive gun laws 
increased the murder rate. For exam­
ple. the United States had a homicide 
rate several times that of comparable 
but less heavily-armed countries. 

Although violence was an unavoid­
able part of human nature. guns 
increased the likelihood of ii having 
serious consequences. 

.. Guns arc important tx:cause they 
make violence more violent." he 
said. . . 

-unless one is very expert. it takes 
a while to kill someone with one's 

-~-,., 

bare. hands - there may be time for 
a second thought - but with a fire­
arm. intention becomes achievement 
in the blink o_f an eye." 

. .\Isa. he , said. the armed victim 
produced a ·more ·deadly a11ackcr. 

.. It' professi.onal criminals believe 
that potential victims arc likely 10 be 
armed. then they equip themselves 
with better weapons and arc prepared 
to shoot first ." he said. 

Dr Ellard did not expect his views 

to win widespread support. as sugges­
tions lo limit gun ownership always 
provoked an outcry. 

He could understand the opposi­
tion of gun and ammunition manu­
facturers who were motivated bv 
profit. · 

"Less acceptable arc the protests of 
those who call themselves sportsmen. 
the sport being to derive pleasure 
from innicting injury. suffering and 
death • upon the members of other 
species. - he said. 

______, _I 
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CALM red-faced over seminar 
NEWS that a Conser­
rntion and Land '.\lan­
agement Department 
research seminar was 
called "l\\' tiy Ducks 
Don't Mind Being 
Sl1of' has left the de­
partment red-faced. 

The title of the : seminiu 
was revealed yesterday by 
the Coalition Against 
Duck Shooting. · 

Top Victorian animal lib­
eratlonlst and anti-duck­
shoot campaigner Laurie 
Levy said be was "dumb­
founded" at a circular used 
to promote the November 
:l seminar at the WA 
Wildlife Research Centre 
in Woodvale. 

CALM Director of Na­
ture Conservation Dr Bar­
ry Wilson confirmed the 
"unfortunate" title of the 
seminar yesterday. 
. .. , agree it ~·as ·an unfor-

lunate choice of title,'' he " Oala on shootini: mor- lits fur ,·unscrl'alinn of 
s:iid. 1alit) of pacific hlad; duck dud, ~hunlini:, shootini: 
. .\ bri,•f release with the ,llld J.!r,•,· real will he pre- should h,· ~ccn as :111 actil·-

circular promotinR the s,•nlcd 1ha1 sui:i:,·sl com- ii) 1ha1 h,•lps maintain _ 
seminar Ra,·c local duck pcn~aliun occurs in 1hcsc populalinn n111iihcrs ." : 
sunh·al rall•s rani:inR spcdcs." ii said. · 
from 70 per cent for ont> l\lr I.,·,·,· d,·snilwd rh,• , 
sJK'Cit>s to les!i thun 55 iwr "It will he ari:u,·d lhal, in conclusiirn as .. ,orally 1 
ccril for others. view· of the hi~torical hene- ridiculous". · \ 

••• • • • • .. • • • ••••••• .. •·· · ............. IIUUl .. • .. • • •• •• •• .. • • ••• •••• • ••••••• • •• • •• • • •••• ••••• ••••••oltlllt1l t 1tllllllllll1illHUllflllllllllllff lf
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:Rishing.foi,;,excuses: 
I REFER to the duck shooting Issue. 

To the people who argue fishing ls no better, I say there 
Is no other food to subsitute for seafood. 

There ls plenty by way of meat - w·e kill cows, sheep, · 
hens, rabbits, kangaroos and pigs, so why ducks? 

And for those who say culling Is necessary because or 
decreasing wetlands and the birds fouling farmers' lakes, 
whose fault Is that? Humans - iet rid of the humans who 
encroach on wetlands. 

One shooter was heard to say his children who accom-
panied him enjoyed It. . 

Poo~ root They knew no better, but had they been given 
a cute chick or duckling to rear, I feel sure his attitude to 
ducks would be abhorrent to them now. - M. Gordon, 
Queens Park. 

Ii 19 9o 

Out of the· Dark Age with a gun_ 
HERE we go again. Once more 
we have the grotesque exhibition 
of the gun lobby unctuously pro­
testing its "basic- right to 
slaughter thousands of harmless 
creatures for amusement which 
they outrageously call -sport-! 

All blood -sports- arc an 
anachronism from more primi­
tive eras when witless destruc­
tion and · trophy hunting were 
demonstrations of man's sup­
posed divinely-endowed superi­
ority over -God-bcqueathed ­
natural resources! 

This fatuous "harvesting" is a 
barbaric anathema to civilised 
men. 

Males with guns (the symbol­
ism is crudely conspicuous) like 
to fantasise that they emulate 
former leisured classes who epit­
omised male deep-seated 
impulses for adventure. 

· In the Dark Age's hunting 
stage. this was more easil); gra1i­
licd than it has been since. With 
the development of agriculture. 
life ·began to grow dull. except 
for the aris1ocra1s and 1hc men­
tally idle who remained . and srill 
remain. firmly quagmired in the 
hunting stage. · 

Some hundred yrar. :..,v. 
Oscar Wilde hit the na'il plumb 
on the head when he described 

fox hunters as -ihe unspeakable 
in pursuit of the uneatable". 

I believe modern blood sport 
advocates 10 be worse because 
they have remained just as 
determinedly bestial and primi­
tive ever since. 

There arc· some extreme fanat­
ics who would like to catapult 
the duck shoolcrs in10 the air 
and take spor1ing · potshots at 
them with their own weapons! 

I. of course. would ('Ondcmn 
th is a~ being equally barbaric; 
but I would nor be much inclin­
ed .to interrupt rhem. - JOHN 
P. TOOHEY. Como. 

I 
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WETLANDS 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

ABERDEEN ST, INTERCHANGE I - - - 32 - -
BAYSWATER BIRD RESERVE I - - - - 1 -

... 

! BIBRA LAKE - 4 34 16 262 31 · · 
I 

BICKLEY RESERVOIR i - - - - 1 -

BLUE GUM LAKE - - - - 1 5 

LAKE CLAREMONT - - - - 19 -

COODE ST, MORLEY j - - - - 38 -
' DOGS SWAMP - - - .:.. 19 15 I 

FLOREAT SEWERAGE OUTLET - - 7- - - -

FORRESTDALE LAKE 268 10 34 2 23 -
HERDSMAN LAKE - - - 2 3 7 

HYDE PARK - - - 14 . - 1 
f . 

JACKADDER LAKE - 89 2 96 11 35 I 

KEWDALE, ABERNETHY RD, I 28H I - - - - -
MABEL TALBOT PARK I - - - 23 27 105 I 

·. i 

MARMION RESERVE, MELVILLE 
'I 

26 11 31 2. ii - -

MARY CARROLL PARK, GOSNELLSIN/A 163 - 1,024 205 715 

LAKE MONGER I - 47 - 44 463 294 

MCGILLVRAY ST, MORLEY - - - - - 49 

PERRY LAKES 
, 

128 88 - - - -
,. 

QUEENS GARDENS - - - - 8 16 

SOUTH PERTH I DOUGLAS ST. - - - - - 92 
\ 

THOMSONS LAKE 684 15 10 - - -

WANNEROO, ARITA ST, SUMP - 17 - - - - I 
' ' 

CARINE LAKE 1 

CNR MORLEY & ALEXANDER DVE 1 

.SHENTON PARK LAKE 1 

GENERAL - 58 I 64 78 78 224 

TOTALS: 978 403 151 1,342 1,346 1,682 . 
•• ACCIDENT PETROL SPILL INTO ARTIFICIAL LAKE :l' 
PLEASE NOTE: THESE FIGURES ARE CONSERVATIVE AND ONLY REPRESENT BIRDS J 

PHYSICALLY COLLECTED BY w.c.G. MEMBERS, MANY CARCASS~S ARE NOT 
COLLECTED OR ARE REMOVED BY COUNCIL WORKERS, 
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE ASSISTANCE OF THE WA NATIVE BIRD HOSPITAL 
IN PROVIDING US WITH THEIR FIGURES,, 




