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SUMMARY OF THE ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS ON THE
DRAFT FIRE MANAGEMENT POLICY

This document analyses submissions to the Department of Conservation and Land Management's
Draft Fire Management Policy.
The Draft Fire Management Policy was released for public comment on 27 February 2004 for a period
of two months. Following the release of the draft policy, advertisements were placed in local and
State newspapers advising that the Draft Fire Management Policy was available for comment. It was
distributed to State Government departments, tertiary institutions, conservation groups, industry
groups, local authorities, and individuals. The policy was also made available on the Department of
Conservation and Land Management's website ‘Naturebase'.
Comments have been summarised and grouped so that comments addressing a similar issue are
considered together. Where comments contained in these submissions improve the policy,
amendments to the final policy document will be made.
Method of Analysis
The submissions were reviewed as follows:
1. Public submissions were summarised to allow analysis.
2. The submissions were assessed using criteria listed below:

2.1 A commitment to amend the policy was made if the submission

(a) provided additional information of direct relevance to the policy;

(b) provided additional information on affected user groups of direct relevance to the
policy;

(c) indicated a change in or clarified legislation of direct relevance to the policy;
(d) proposed strategies that would better achieve policy goals or objectives; or
(e) indicated omissions, inaccuracies or a lack of clarity.

2.2 No commitment was given to amend the policy if the submission:
(@) clearly supported the draft policy;
(b) offered a neutral statement, or no change was sought;
(c) addressed issues beyond the scope of the policy;

(d) made points that were already in the policy, or had been considered during policy
preparation;

(e) was one amongst several widely divergent viewpoints received on the topic and
recommendation of the draft policy was still considered the best option;

() contributed options that were not possible (generally due to some aspect of existing
legislation, Government or Departmental policy).

Comments made in submissions have been assessed entirely on the cogency of points raised. No
subjective weighting has been given to any submission for reasons of its origin or any other factor that
could give cause to elevate the importance of any submission above another.



Number and Origin of Submissions

The number and place of origin of submissions are listed below:

Number Percentage
CALM 2 8
Government agencies 2 8
Community organisations 11 44
Industry organisations 3 12
Individuals 7 28
Total 25 100

A list of the submitters to the Draft Fire Management Policy is given in Appendix 1.

Analysis Table

The analysis table contains:

o A topic heading representing the summary of concerns;

. A summary of each comment made on that topic;

J An indication of whether or not the comment resulted in a commitment to amend the policy;

. A discussion on why the comment did not result in a commitment to amend the policy or an
indication of what action is intended to amend the final document; and

o The criteria by which each comment was assessed.
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Appendix 1

Submitters to the Draft Fire Management Policy

Individuals

CALM

Community organisations

Industry orga'nisations

Government Agencies

Val May

Jennifer Catalano
Astrid Herlihy
John B Clarke
AG Thomson

R Whittle
Margaret Pieroni

Tony Start
Geoff Stoneman

WA Forest Alliance

Earth

Chidlow Bush Fire Brigade

Conservation Council

Friends of Fitzgerald River National Park Inc
Environmental Weeds Action Network

WA Wildflower Soc Eastern Hills Branch
Bushfire Front Inc

Preston Environment Group

Northcliffe Environment Centre inc
Association of Volunteer Bushfire Brigades of WA Inc

Forest Industries Federation WA Inc
Pastoralists and Graziers Association
WA Farmers Federation

Department of Environment
Forest Products Commission
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