
TAGASASTE PLANTING AT NEW NORCIA 
(Colin Dunham - Manager) 

SUMMARY OF VISIT TO "NEWDALE" 
October 12, 1985 

A visit to "Newdale" was arranged by Conservation and Land 
Management to inspect a 160ha planting of Cytisus proliferus 
(tagasaste - tree lucerne). Interested Department of Agric­

ulture officers from Narrogin and Moora also attended. 

The crop was planted in May 1984 by Kimberley Seeds using 
their direct seeding machine. This machine scalps the ground 
(removes the weed seed load) and places the seed on the surface 

with vermiculite, terrasorb and fertilizer. Plant spacings are 
approximately 2min the row and rows Sm apart. Up to 6 seeds are 
placed at each site. Currently many sites have up to 5 plants. 
Seed was scarified but no inoculum used. 

The landscape is undulating and the soils are infertile white 
gray sands over gravel at about lm, but this is variable. The 
crop was grazed for 4-5 weeks during July 1985, by 700 weaners 
which were turned off in fat condition. The plants have since 
made good growth and are standing about lm in height. 

There are areas where germination and/or growth has been very 
poor. This appeared to be associated with variations in soil 
type. Establishment was particularly poor in a low lying area. 

The aim of the crop is to provide a supplementary feed to replace 
some of the grain used in autumn. A machine is to be developed to 
harvest the outer branches which will be taken to the sheep. It 
is hoped to develop a pyramid shaped tall bush. 

Potential Problems/Answers 

1. Establishment

1.1 Seed treatment and sowing depth 

Mechanically scarified seed sown very shallow gives very 
good germination. 

1.2 Seed inoculation 

Over most of the site, establishment has been good but in 
some areas establishment is poor. This may be due to 
lack of nodulation although Acacia saligna planted in these 
sites are growing well. At the low lying site nodules were 
present on severely stunted, unhealthy seedlings but there 
were indications of a fungal infection of the hypocotyl. 

1.3 Seeding rates 

There were mixed 
plant to grow on 
restrict growth? 
more protection, 

opiriions whether to allow several or one 
one site. Will competition between plants 

Will several plants together provide 
especially from grazing stock? 






