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begins on 1 January and ends on 30 June.  The season 1n

t h a  A b r o l h o s  t s f a n d s  f i s h e r y  i s  r e s t r i c L e d  t o  L h e  p e r i o d

15 March to 30 Jr.rne .

I n  f i s h i n g  s e a s o n s  p r l o r  t o  L 9 7 7  / 7 8  b o t h  t h e  c o a s t a l  a n d
the Abro lhos Is lands f isher ies ended on 14 August .  The
s e a s o n  w a s  s h o n t e n e d  b y  s i x  w e e k s  i n  I 9 t 7  / ' 7 8  a s  a  c o n s e r v a t i o n
m e a s u r e  ( H a n c o c k ,  1 9 8 1 ) .

In  1g7g the "whi tes"  run conmenced in  Geraldton on about
20 November,  in  Jur ien abouE 24 November and in  Fremant le  about
23 November .

c a t c h e s  ( k g )  a n d  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t  ( i n  n u m b e r  o f  p o t  t l f t s )
w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

" W h i t e s , '  c a t c h  ( 1 5  N o v - 3 1  D e c )  =  S  8 S B  9 8 3  k g

" W h i t e s "  e f f o r t  ( ' '  "  " ) =  2  8 2 3  O 6 a  P o t  l l f t s

" C o a s t a l -  R e d s , '  c a t c h  ( 1  J a n - 3 O  J u n e )  =  S  S 9 O  3 8 1  k g

" c o a s t a l  R e d s "  e f f o r t  (  )  =  6  6 a 9  2 6 9  P o t  l i f t s

Abrofhos catch (15 Mar-so June )  = 1 468 696 kg

A b r o l h o s  e f f o r t  (  "  ) =  7  z I L  7 7 2  P o t  l i f t s

' I  OCar

Total  ef fort

1 0  6 9 8  0 6 0  k g

L O  7 2 4  1 O 9  P o t  L i f t s

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  d o  n o t  l n c l u d e  u n r e c o r d e d  s a l e s  ( i . e .  r o c k
Iobsters whr icLr  are so ld for  cash,  etc .  and are not  recorded
ln the f ishermens'  month ly  returns of  catches which tota l led
approxlmate ly  3!1 5oo kg) ,  or  the tota l  amateur  catcf r
w h l c h  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  a p p r o x l m a t e l y  2 O o  o o o  k g  ( N o r t o n '  1 9 8 1 ) .
F i q u r e  1  s h o w s  c o m p a r a t i v e  c a t c h ,  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t ,  j - . e .  t h e
nuiber  of  pot  l i f ts -  and catch per  f ish ing ef for t  data f rom
p r e v r o u s  y e a r s .

Catch and ef for t  data f rom var ious stat is t ica l  b locks
(Figure 2)  are shown in Table 1 wi th catches expressed
in kg welght  and f ish ing ef for t  as number of  pot  l i f ts .
Table 2 shows catch per  pot  data for  the same stat is t icaf
b L o c k s .  T h e  t o t a l  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t  w a s  1 0  7 2 4  1 o g  u n i t s
o f  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t ,  I . I %  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  ! 9 7 8 / 7 9  s e a s o n .

EXPORTS AND GRADE CATEGORIES

Rock lobster  ta i ls  processed for  expor t  are graded by

w e i g h t  a n d  p a c k e d  i n  1 1 . 3 4  k g  c a r t o n s .  T h e  v a r i o u s  g r a d e s '

together  wi th the percentage of  cases packed 1n eacl r  grade

Fishing ef for t  is  measured as the number of  pot  l i f ts
(pui ls)  recorded by f ishermen in  the i r  Austraf ian Bureau
o f  S t a t i s t i c s  m o n t h l y  r e t u r n s .  I n  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s
p r l o r  t o  l g 7 7 / 7 8  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t  w a s  c a f c u l a t e d  a s  e f f e c t i v e
f i s h i n g  e f f o r t  b y  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  G u l l a n d  ( 1 9 6 9 ) .

S e c t i o n  B  i s  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  p r o v l d e d  b y  s e f e c t e d  p r o c e s s i n g

establ ishments f rom Fremant le  to  Geraldton.
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F .  I N T R O D U C T I O N  O F  N E W  L E G I S L A T I O N

As f rom 1 November 1979 the fof lowinq Commonweaf th
L i c e n s e  f e e s  w e r e  c h a r q e d ,

TYPE OF LICENSE

L i c e n s e  t o  E n g a g e  i n  F i s h i n g

F i s h i n g  B o a t  L i c e n s e :
L e s s  t h a n  1 5  m  o v e r a l f  l e n g t h
15 m but  Iess than 20 m
20 m and over

Transfer  of  Boat  L icense
I s s u e  o f  D u p l i c a t e  L i c e n s e

NEW FEE

$ 2 0

As f rom 31 Augiust  1979 those f lshermen wi th an Abro lhos
Is land concession were no longer  requi red to cease
f ish ing coasta l  rock lobster  areas two weeks before
the conmencement  of  the Albrofhos season,

The l -979, /8o season was again c losed s i -x  weeks ear ly ,
v iz .  30 June.  th i -s  inc luded both the coastaf  and
Abrolhos f i ,sher ies.

T h e  c l o s e d  s e a s o n  f o r  r o c k  l o b s t e r s ,  v r - ? .  1  J u l y
to 14 November was extended south of  31"  21 '
South ]atitude to incl-ude the taking by any means
of  caoture wkratsoever  in  a l l  Western Austraf ian waters
south of  zLo 44 '  South la t i tude the Southern Rock
Lobster  ,  tazuz novaeho l land i  ae. .

The not ice g i "v ing ef fect  to  both the above c losures
was published in the Government Gazette on 28 September
L 9 7 9 .

As from 31 Aug:ust 1979 a new formula was introduced
which establ ished a min imum and maximum overa l l  length
for  replacement  boats based on the pot  ent i t lement
of  the boat  to  be repLaced.

As f rom 14 December 1979 the Fisher ies Act  was changed
and now prohib i ts  any person who carr ies on business
a s  a  f i s h  s h o p ,  h o t e l  ,  r e s t a u r a n t ,  f i s h  a u c t i o n ,
f ish market  or  other  commerc ia l  enterpr ise f rom purch-
as lng any f ish ( inc luding rock lobsters)  whether
processed or  unprocessed f rom any person who j -s  not
author ised to se l l  f lsh under  the prov is ions of  the
Fisher ies Act .  In  addi t ion f ish purchasers now have
t o  m a i n t a i n  a  l e g i b l e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e i r  p u r c h a s e s .

As f rom 31 August  1979 Sect lon 55A of  the Fisher ies
Act  was amended so that  any record of  o f fences assoc-
ia ted wi th the boat  that  is  being replaced ls  t ransferred
to the replacement  boat  and not  the boat  replaced.
The amended sect j -on a lso prov ides that  the per iod
for  the accumulat ion of  o f fences agalnst  a boat  shaf f
b e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t e n  y e a r s .

Fof lowing a rev iew of  fees payable under  Sect ion
31 the fo l lowing fees for  l lcenses to engage in  l - imi ted
entry  f isher ies were adopted .

$ 4 0
$  5 0
iD OU

$ 1
$ 1
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per iod 1 Ju ly  L979 to 30 June 1980.  In  the nor thern area
a tota l  o f  35 boats were replaced,  these ranged in  s ize
f r o m  7 . 8  m e t r e s  t o  1 5 . 9  m e t r e s  w i t f r  a n  a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f
1 1 . 1 3  m e t r e s ,  w h l l s t  l n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  a r e a  a  t o t a l  o f  3 8
b o a t s  w e r e  r e p l a c e d  r a n g i n g  i n  s i z e  f r o m  9 . 3 2  m e t r e s  t o
1 8 . 3 0  m e t r e s  a n d  a v e r a g i n g  1 2 . 7 8  m e t r e s  i n  l e n g t h .  A s  i n
the prev ious season the t rend in  the nor thern area was
towards sma1l  to  medium s ized vessels  and medium to large
sized vessels  in  the southrern area.  Dur ing th is  per iod
there was a reduct lon of  fa% on the number of  vessels
replaced dur ing the L97a/79 season.  The boat  repface-
ments were constructed as fo l lows:

WOOD F I BREGLAS S ALUMI NIUM

FREMANTLE

GERALDTON

2 9

2 !

3

L 2

-L:)5 0

Data f rom research 1og books* showed the fo l lowing usage
of^var ious types of  pots by f ishermen nor th and south of
3 0 - s :

STICK AND CANE BATTEN STEEL STEEL
BEEHIVE BEEHIVE TRAPS

NORTH SOOS

SOUTH 3OOS

-  ̂ o -Nortn 5u 5
South SooS

LO%

58%

a3%

24%

I .

Mainly in the southern sector of  the f ishery the
trend towards the use of larger than normaf batten
and beehive pots cont inued. Afso in the southern
area of the f ishery,  large steel  t raps with s ide
necks constructed of t rawl mesh gained in popular i ty,
A smaLl number of  plast lc pots were again used through-
out the f ishery.

As in the previous season, rope shedders,  a s imple
hand operated device attached to the pot winch were
used on a number of  boats,

BAI T

Data from research 1og books showed the fol lowing
usage of bul lock hocks and pieces of  catt fe hlde
as holding bai t  in both northern and sout l rern areas:

HOCKS HIDES

38%
5 8 *
62%

During the 1979/80 season and in the northern area
of the f ishery the most popular f ish bai ts used in
comblnat ion with bul lock hocks or pieces of  bul fock

* Twenty four percent of  skippers voluntar i fy sub-
mit ted rock lobster research records dur inq the
1979 /80  season  .
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The average number of  days worked per boat per montn

fo r  t he  fgTg /8o  season  was  19 .o ,  wh ich  was  3 '6% fess

than  the  l 97B /79  season .

PRICE OF ROCK LOBSTERS

At the commencement of  the 1979/ao season the pr ice

oa id  to  f l she rmen  was  $6 .30  pe r  kg '  I n  December  the

b r i ce  d ropped  to  $6 .00  pe r  kg  and  l a te r  i n  t he  season

iu r the r  d i -opped  to  $5 .50  pe r  kg .  The  ave rage  cash
pr i ce  pa id  i b r  t ne  season  was  app rox ima te fy  $5 '90  pe r  kg '

wnifst  the average pool pr ice was approximately $6'20 per

k g .

The range of pr ices paid on the New York wLrolesale market

fo r  rock  l obs te r  t a i - l s  were :

M .

GRADE $AUST. PER KG

A  5  -  6 0 2  ( r 4 o - L 7  9  g r a m s )  2 0 . 9 2

B  6  -  8 o z  ( I A O - 2 3 9  g r a m s )  1 9 . 9 8

c  8  -  L o o z  ( 2 4 Q - 2 7 9  g r a m s )  1 9 . 6 9

D 10  -  r2oz  (280 -359  g rams)  19 .58

E  L2  -  160z  (36Q-179  g rams)  14 .91

F  16  -  2ooz  (480 -599  g rams)  18 '5s

G  o v e r  2 o o z  ( 6 c | . -  g r a m s )  1 8 ' 1 1

MARKET TRENDS AND ECONOMIC FACTORS

T h e  U S A  m a r k e t  f o r  W . A .  l o b s t e r  t a i 1 s ,  a f t e r  a  s t e a d y

f i rs t  haf f  increase in  demand and pr ices,  weakened in  the

second hal f  o f  the 1979-1980 f inancia l  year ,  due to the

o n g o i n g  U S  r e c e s s i o n .  P r i c e s  f o r  r o c k  f o b s t e r  t a i L s  f e 1 1

U a E X  t o  l a s t  y e a r ' s  1 e v e 1 s  a s  t h e  U S  d o f l a r  w e a k e n e d ,

in terest  rates rose,  and domest j -c  demand s lackened

Ieavi -ng wholesafers wi th large storage inventor ies '

By the end of  June 1980,  the market  began to f  i rm,  and as

tLre seasonaf  summer demand increased,  surp lus s tocks

star ted to be c leared and pr ices bot tomed out '  Imports

of  Austraf ian lobster  ta i ls  and cold s torage inventor ies

w e r e  b o t h 2 0 . 0 ? u p  o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ' s  l e v e l  '

The Austra l ian dol lar  had deprec iated against  the US

d o t f a r  b y  a b o u t  3 . o %  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a f f  o f  t k r e  f l n a n c i a l

year .  This  t rend reversed in  the second haf f  as the

Austrat ian dol -1ar  apprec iated about  4.5%, leav ing the

A u s t r a l i a n  d o l I a r ,  L 5 %  s t r o n g e r  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  U S

do11ar compared wi th the I978-1979 season.

N.  AVERAGE VALUE PER POT ON POT REDISTRIBUTION

P r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  L 9 7 9 / a o  s e a s o n  t h e  p r i c e  p e r

pot  was approx lmate ly  $13oo.  Fol fowing good catches-dur ing 
tkre "wLr i tes"  and h igh pr ices paid to  f ishermen for

thei r  catch,  the pr lce rose to approx lmatefy $2ooo and

remained stable for  tLre remainder  of  the season'
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TABLE 2:  CATCH (KG) PER UNIT OF FISH]NG EFFORT ( I .E.  KILOGRAM
OF ROCK LOBSTERS PER POT LIFT) DATA FOR ]-979l8O
SEASON IN VARIOUS STATISTICAL BLOCKS (SEE FIGURE 2) .

BLOCK NOV DEC JAN MAR APR MAY TOTAL

21L3
25L2
26L2
26t3
27  L2
2 7 1 3
27 L/.
2 A L 2
2 A L 3
2AL/*
29T2
29L3
29L4
30L2
5015
30L1
? . 1 1  t r

3 L L z
3 1 1 5
3 L L 1
J I . I 5

32r2
3 2 L 3
3 2 L 1
3215
33L1
5 5 r 5
3 1 L 4

TOTAL

o . 7 a
o . 6 s

o . 5 6
o . 9 6

o . 6 6
1 . O O

o .  8 5
o . 7 3

-  o . 2 9
-  2 . 3 0

1 . 6 0  0 .  8 7
1 . 4 3  0 .  s O

L .  L 2  0 . 3 7
o . 9 1  0 . 1 2

l - .  56  0 .  84
L . 5 1  0 . 5 4

2 . 2 9

1 . 3 1

o  . 7 7  t  . 5 2
o . 7 5  L . 4 3
o . 2 6
o . 9 8  2 . 2 6
o . / , / "  o . 8 1

o . 6 9  1 . 8 L
U .  5 J  U .  Y f ,

-  1 . O 9

l - 2 5  0 . 9 / ,
1 . 3 1  0 . 7 6

L . 2 7  0 . 7 6
o , 8 5  0 . 5 5

L . 2 L  O . 9 0
o .  8 8  0 . 5 9

L . 2 0  L . 8 5
0 . 6 9  0 . 1 2
1 . 9 1  L . 7 L
1 . 1 6  1 . 1 6
o . 7 3  1 . .  o 8
o . 9 1  L . O 4

-  0 . 2 6
o . 5 1  ' 1  . 2 L
o . 7 3  0 . 7 3

o .  5 t -  1 .  3 6
o . 6 6  0 .  9 1

o . 4 1  1 .  O O
o .  3 9  0 . 8 6

t . 7 9  0 . 7 3  0 . 6 1  0 . 9 7  L , 2 3
r . 8 7  0 . 7 7  0 . 6 5  0 . 8 5  0 . 6 0

1 . O O
o . 7 8

1 . 8 1  0 . 8 6  0 . 7 s
! . 6 / ,  ! . 2 2  0 . 7 3

o .  5 1
o . 4 1

o . 6 6  0 . 2 5  0 . 1 !  L .  0 9
o . 6 / ,  o . 1 2  0 . 4 r  o . 9 1o . 6 2

ol.s<
o . 5 0
o  . 6 7

r t  a?

2 . 6 6  1 ,  8 5
2 . 3 0  2 . 1 6
t - . 4 5  1 . 8 5
1 . 5 1 ,  r " . 3 6

-  2 . O 9

L . 6 2  0 . 9 9

2 . I / "  L . 6 0
L . 0 4  0 . 8 9
L . 1 1  r . 4 9
2 . 2 1  1 . 6 0
1 .  0 3  0 . 9 4

o . 6 9  1 .  1 1

t .  ao  o .  so
o . 7 2  0 . 6 9
t  . 5 0  ! . 2 r
2 .  1 2  0 . 9 7
u . ( ' 3  r . r o

1 .  O O  O . 6 2

l - .  0 9  L . 6 4
o . 7 3  1 , 3 0
1 .  0 1  1 . 5 0
r . 2 / +  r . 1 9
o . 8 0  L . 1 0

o .  59  1 . .  oo

* -= NO RECORD OF FISHING

TOTAL CATCH = 1O 698 O60 kg
TOTAL EFFORT = l -O 724 rO9 pot  l i f ts
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