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Abstract

The recent adoption by the Westermn Australian Govermnment of the Gascoyne-
Murchison Strategy has paved the way for a wide range of additional values to be
recognized in the use and management of this large area of the State rangelands. A
major program of land acquisition for nature conservation is underway as part of the
Strategy. In the course of this, the question is being asked, how can we be sure that
the nature conservation values in the landscape will be protected in the long-term
through this initiative? This paper sets out an initial response to the question. A
biodiversity monitoring system is proposed — this builds on the existing rangelands
monitoring system that considers pastoral values only. The rangelands monitoring
system can be expanded to include additional site types, and the sampling program
can be expanded to include biodiversity values. Data management through the
Agriculture WA system would continue. The collection and collation of a range of
additional data such as those collected in biogeographic surveys and from remote
sensing is also proposed. The proposed biodiversity monitoring system conforms
with the framework and indicators suggested by the rangelands biodiversity
monitoring project undertaken by the Tropical Savannas CRC.



























