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( c) Maintenance of ecological functions is also an aspect of
biodiversity as a driver of ecological processes. 

There has been a considerable loss of ecological function in the
agricultural areas, but in the forest debate now under way the challenge
is now to allow resource utilisation under the principles of Ecologically
Sustainable Forest Management. One of the principles is "conservation
of biological diversity" or biodiversity. 

So whatever part of Western Australia is considered, the matter of
biodiversity is on the agenda. For instance, how do we consider the Ord
Stage 2 with the proposed opening up of some 50 000 ha of land 

8. What are the practical applications of the maintenance of biodiversity
for the pastoral and agricultural areas? 

A. Pastoral
Introduce here the importance of the Department of Conservation and
Land Management. 

The Department has a central role in the maintenance of biodiversity
through the establishment and management of the conservation estate
through the Reserve System of National Parks and Nature Reserves. 

There have been environmental changes in the rangelands over 150
years through grazing stock, increased numbers of herbivores, changes
in fire regimes and the introduction of feral animals and weeds. 

Attention is now being given to the need for conservation areas in the
pastoral area as well as the broader rangelands. The EPA is preparing
an overarching position statement on Environmental Protection of
Rangelands which includes the statement: 
"Of primary importance to the conservation of biological diversity 1s
the establishment of a system of protected areas or reserves". 

CALM is the operating department in this regard, and I am indebted to
that Department for providing the following information. Mr Batini,
who is in the audience, would be able to clarify or comment on any
information which I provide. 

(a) CALM has acquired 9 pastoral leases for inclusion m the
conservation estate . 

��,(
[l 
 

(b) 3 more leases are likely to be purchased.
( c) CALM has commissioned a consultant  to report on opportunities for CALM to 
enlarge the conservation estate.








