EXPLORATION AND MINING IN NATIONAL PARKS
AND NATURE RESERVES

Discussion Paper prepared by members of the Special National Parks Committee

BACKGROUND

1. In November 1990 the State Government announced a new policy outlining
proposals for the administration of exploration and mining in National Parks and
Nature Reserves. The policy was released as a document entitled “Resolution of

Conflict. A Clear Policy for National Parks".

2. This policy replaced a previous policy titled "Balancing the Scales", important
elements of which were rejected by the Upper House. Following the release of
“Resolution of Conflict. A Clear Policy for National Parks" there was considerable
concern in the Party that significant parts of the new policy were at odds with party
platform and it is appropriate to consider the most relevant parts of Federal and

State platform in that context.

3. At its meeting in December 1990, the State Executive resolved to establish a
special committee to review the the new policy and report back to the State
Executive at the March 1991 meeting. A copy of the resolution with terms of

reference is included in Appendix 1.
4. The Committee was convened in January 1991 and has met on 5 occassions.

RELEVANT PLATFORM

5. Relevant sections of Feder al Platform section on the environment
36 Promote the conservation of fauna, flora, landscapes and genetic diversity by-

a strengthening, where necessary, the existing legislative provisions to ensure the

conservation of native fauna and flora, especially endangered species and their










































