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The draft zoning scheme developed by the Advisory Committee for the proposed 
Dampier Archipelago/Cape Preston marine conservation reserve (see Figures 1,2,3 & 4) 
is one of the proposed management tools to contribute to the achievement of the 
management objectives for the ecological and social values of the reserve. In 
considering the proposed placement of individual zones, the Committee has taken into 
account ecological parameters (e.g. the extent of significant habitats and wildlife 
distributions) and the social parameters (e.g. the location and extent of existing and 
predicted future recreational and commercial activities). 

The location of zones is generally based on achieving the various management strategies 
for the ecological values (e.g. having sanctuary zones to provide areas for monitoring 
and research), with as least impact as possible on the social values (e.g. industry and 
recreational fishing). The size of the proposed sanctuary zones has, where possible, 
been based largely on scientific principles developed by the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park Authority to ensure they are of an adequate size to provide the appropriate level 
of protection. The number of sanctuary zones and their general spread through the 
areas relates to the requirement to ensure all habitats are represented in these zones 
and, where possible, to ensure each habitat type is presented in more than one 
sanctuary zone. 

This paper summarises the Committee's placement of the proposed zones and zone 
boundaries. 

Delambre Island proposed sanctuary zone 
This proposed sanctuary zone includes coral reef communities which are significantly 
different in terms of coral diversity and abundance as compared with the other coral 
reefs in the study area. The proposed zone also includes representatives of shoreline 
reef, beach, rocky shore and deep water communities. It includes turtle aggregation 
areas and nesting beaches and is an important area for dugongs and as such, it is 
possible that there may be speed restrictions on vessels in this zone. Delambre Island 
is an important seabird breeding site. The boundaries of the proposed zone have been 
placed to minimise impacts with recreational fishing (for example, the waters south­
east and west of the island are excluded from the proposed zone for recreational 
fishing). East-west and north-south alignment of boundaries using features on the 
Island have been used for ease of compliance. 

Dolphin Island/Searipple Passage proposed sanctuary zone 
This proposed sanctuary zone includes representative areas of coral reef, shoreline 
reef, sand shoal, mangrove, beach and rocky shore communities. Visitation to this area 
is low. The proposed sanctuary zone does not impact on recreational fishing activity in 
the western part of Searipple Passage or any known commercial fishing areas. 
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Watering Cove proposed sanctuary zone 
This proposed sanctuary zone includes representative areas of mangrove, mudflats, 
saltmarsh, shoreline reef, silt, beach and rocky shore communities. The area has 
scientific research value, given it has limited access (which minimises use and impact) 
and has a history of use for scientific research. The proposed zone does not impact on 
any leases or known commercial/recreational fishing areas. 

Nickol Bay Reef Flats proposed special purpose (education and benthic protection) zone 
This area is very accessible and heavily used and is vulnerable to disturbance. Because 
of its easy access (at low tide), it has the potential to be used for educational purposes. 
The primary intent of this proposed zone is to protect the ecological features which 
provide the basis for this education value. This proposed zone also encompasses coral 
reef, silt and mudflat communities. There is potential for the area to be used by the 
tourism industry because of the high ecological values and access. It is proposed that 
compatible fishing activities would be permitted to • continue. The boundaries of the 
proposed zone have been placed to allow part of the reef flats for recreational fishing, 
commercial coral collecting and aquarium collecting. The proposed special purpose 
(education and benthic protection) zone does not impact on the prawn trawling area in 
Nickol Bay. 

Nickol Bay proposed sanctuary zone 
This proposed sanctuary zone extends from the Nickol River to Cleaverville Creek. It 
includes mangrove, saltmarsh, mudflat, silt and rocky shore communities. Land access 
to the proposed zone is limited and it is one of the most inaccessible areas in the 
proposed marine conservation reserve for fishing activity. However, the creeks and 
channels in this area are used by recreational fishers and these have been excluded 
from the proposed sanctuary zone. The proposed zone does not impact on any known 
commercial fishing areas. 

Legendre Island proposed sanctuary zone 
Q This proposed sanctuary zone includes representative areas of coral reef, macroalgae 

dominated limestone reef, sand shoal, sand, mangal, beach, rocky shore and deep water 
communities. The proposed zone includes part of the Hamersley Shoals, which are 
representative of the coral reef communities of the offshore archipelago region. The 
proposed zone encompasses important turtle aggregation areas and nesting beaches and 
seabird breeding islands, and is significant for dugongs. The Western Australian 
Museum (WAM) has identified the area as having a high diversity of hard corals and 
fishes . The area is used by the tourism industry because of the high ecological values. 
The boundaries of the proposed zone have been placed to minimise the impact on 
recreational line fishing. For example, the south-west section of the Hamersley Shoals 
and the north-western tip of the island (which provides protection from easterly winds) 
have been excluded from the proposed sanctuary zone. The high intensity spear fishing 
areas on the north-western and north-eastern edges of Legendre Island have also been 
excluded. The proposed sanctuary zone does not impact on the pearling lease. The 
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sandbar and a north-south alignment of boundaries have been used for ease of 
compliance. 

Malus Islands proposed sanctuary zone 
This proposed sanctuary zone includes representative areas of coral reef, macroalgae 
dominated limestone reef, sand shoal, sand , beach and rocky shore communities. The 
reef communities of this area are representative of the fringing reef habitat type 
which is characteristic of the mid-archipelago region. The area is used by dugongs and 
WAM has identified the area as having a high diversity of molluscs. The boundaries of 
the proposed zone have been placed to minimise impact on recreational fishing (e.g. the 
southern boundary of the proposed zone has been placed to exclude high recreational 
fishing areas). The sandbar has been used to demarcate the boundary and the northern 
boundary has been placed in line with the boundary of the proposed zone at Rosemary 
Island for ease of compliance. East-west and north-south alignment of boundaries have 
also been used for ease of compliance. 

Conzinc Island proposed recreation zone 
The intent of this proposed recreation zone is to provide a priority area for existing 
recreational activities and to manage an expected increase in recreational usage of the 
area due to the likely improved access to this area. It also takes into account the 
future industry expansion on the Burrup Peninsula. Current recreational use includes 
recreational fishing and snorkelling, and the area is used by daytrippers. Extractive 
commercial activities will not be permitted , however currently there are no activities of 
this type in the area. The south western boundary of the proposed zone abuts the port 
boundary. 

Maitland proposed special purpose (mangrove protection) zone 
The primary intent of this proposed zone is to protect the extensive and very important 
mangrove communities of the area. This proposed zone also includes representative 
areas of mangal, saltmarsh, silt, mudflat and sand shoal habitat. The boundaries of this 
proposed zone have been placed to exclude the Dampier Salt lease area, Maitland 
Estate proposed developments and the Department of Minerals and Petroleum 
Resources service corridor. Compatible fishing activities will still be permitted in this 
area. The proposed zone does not impact on any known commercial fishing areas. Some 
sections of the northern boundary of the proposed zone abut the port boundary. 

Rosemary Island proposed sanctuary zone 
This proposed sanctuary zone includes representative areas of coral reef, macroalgae 
dominated limestone reef, sand, sand shoal, beach, rocky shore and deep water 
communities. The offshore reef habitat is similar to the habitat in the Hamersley 
Shoal/Legendre Island area, however this proposed zone also includes deeper waters 
(which were not included in the Legendre Island proposed sanctuary zone due to very 
high recreational fishing use). The proposed zone encompasses important turtle 
aggregation areas and nesting beaches. Rosemary Island is important for seabird 
breeding/nesting. There has been a long history of scientific research in this area. 
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The boundaries of the proposed zone have been placed to m1nim1se the impact on 
recreational fishing. The southern end and the back of Sailfish reef have been 
excluded from the proposed zone as these areas are used heavily by recreational line 
and spear fishers respectively. The proposed zone has also been aligned so that it does 
not abut the area of shack development at Norbill Bay. The reefs near Millers Rocks 
and Kendrew Island have not been included in the proposed zone because of their value 
for aquarium collecting. North-south alignment of boundaries have been used for ease 
of compliance. Part of the eastern boundary of the proposed zone abuts the port 
boundary. 

This proposed zone will complement a proposed management strategy for a temporal 
closure to boating in the waters north west of Rosemary Island. This closure has been 
proposed to protect the turtle values of this area, as it has been suggested that boat 
strikes during nesting season are the primary cause of damage to turtles that 
aggregate in the waters and nest on the island. It has been proposed to exclude boats 
from this area between September and December. 

Goodwyn Island proposed sanctuary zone 
This proposed sanctuary zone includes representative areas of coral reef, macroalgae 
dominated limestone reef; sand shoal, sand, beach and rocky shore communities. The 
reef communities of this area are representative of the fringing reef habitat type 
which is characteristic of the mid-archipelago region. The area is used by dugongs. 
Goodwyn Island is important for seabird breeding. The proposed zone has been aligned 
to not include areas of importance for recreational fishing and crayfishing which occur 
on the western side of the island and to include representation of the habitats on the 
eastern side. The proposed zone does not impact on the pearling lease in the area. 
East-west and north-south alignment of boundaries have been used for ease of 
compliance. 

West Lewis Island proposed special purpose (benthic protection) zone 
The primary intent of this proposed zone is to provide protection for the sponge 
gardens which occur in the area. It is proposed that activities which disturb the sea 
bottom (e.g. anchoring and trawling) will not be permitted in this area. Fishing will be 
permitted. The proposed zone includes representative areas of coral reef communities, 
silt, sand, rocky shore and beach habitat. The WAM has indicated the area is a hotspot 
for echinoderm diversity. The proposed zone does not impact on the aquaculture lease 
or any known commercial fishing areas. East-west and north-south alignment of 
boundaries have been used for ease of compliance. 

Enderby Island proposed sanctuary zone 
This proposed sanctuary zone includes representative areas of saltmarsh, mangal, coral 
reef, sand shoal, sand, shoreline reef, beach and rocky shore communities. Enderby 
Island is important for seabird breeding. The proposed zone does not impact on the 
area used for prawn trawling. 
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Eaglehawk Island proposed sanctuary zone 
· This proposed sanctuary zone includes representative areas of coral reef, macroalgae 
dominated limestone reef and rocky shore communities. The sponge gardens of the 
proposed zone are of high ecological value. The boundaries of the proposed zone have 
been placed to include the barge wreck, which is inhabited by large Queensland gropers. 
Eaglehawk Island is an important seabird breeding island. The proposed zone does not 
impact on any known commercial fishing areas. East west and north south alignment of 
the boundaries have been used for ease of compliance. The north west - south east 
boundary abuts the port boundary. 

South-West Regnard Island proposed sanctuary zone 
The proposed zone includes representative areas of mangrove, coral reef, macroalgae 
dominated limestone reef, sand, shoreline reef, mudflat, saltmarsh and beach 
communities. The proposed zone includes significant areas for dugong. The proposed 
zone does not impact on the aquaculture lease. Given the high recreational usage of 40 
mile beach, the boundaries of the proposed zone have been aligned so that these fishing 
activities can continue. North east Regnard Island has been excluded from the 
proposed sanctuary zone to further minimise impact on recreational fishing activity. 
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Continental shelf meso scale 
regionalisation: 

ABR Abrolhos Islands 
ANB Anson Beagle 
ARA Arafura 
A WS Arnhem Wessel 
BAT Batemans Shelf 
BOS Boags 
BON Bonaparte Gulf 
BRU Bruny 
CAB C,unbridge Bonaparte 
CAN Canning 
CAR Carpentaria 
CBS Central Bass Strait 
COB Cobourg 
COR Coorong 
CRF Central Reef 
CV A Central Victoria 
CWC Central West Coast 
DAV Davey 
ECY East Cape York 
EMB Eighty Mile Beach 
EUC Eucla 
EYR Eyre 
FU Flinders 
FRA Franklin 
FRT Freycinet 
ORO Groote 
HAW Hawkesbury Shell' 
KAN Karumba Nassau 
KIM Kimberley 
KSD King Sound 
LMC Lucinda Mackay Coast 
LNE Leeuwin Naturuliste 
MAN Manning Shelf 
MCN Mackay Capricorn 
MUR Murat 
NIN Ningaloo 
NSG North Spencer Gulf 
NWS North West Shelf 
OSS Oceanic Shoals 
OTW Otway 
PEL Pellew 
PIN Pilbara (nearshore) 
PIO Pilbm·a (offshore) 
PSS Pompey Swains 
RBN Ribbons 
SBY Shm·k Bay 
SCT Shoal water Coast 
SGF Spencer Gulf 
SVG St Vincent Gulf 
TMN Tweed Moreton 
TST T01Tes Strait 
TWI Tiwi 
TWO Twofold Shelf 
VDG Van Diemens Gulf 
YES Victorian Embayments 
WCY West Cape York 
WL Y Wellesley 
WSC WA South Coast 
WTC Wet Tropic Coast 
ZUY Zuytdorp 

BACKGROUND: 

----

This map was compiled from the most up to date data available as of7/3/97. Tl1e outer 
seaward extent for the mesa scale IMCRA coverage is defined by the 200 metre isobath 
except where this boundmy extends beyond the Australian Exclusive Economic Zone. 

SOURCES: 
The mesa scale regionalisation was compiled from information supplied to Environment 
Australia by the relevant State, Northern Territory and Commonwealth marine research 
and management agencies. The mesa scale boundaries have been nested with the provincial 
level demersal regionalisation (Map 2). 
AUSLIG (1995):"Australian Marine Boundmy Information System (AMBIS)". 
AUSLIG ( 1995): "Digital Coastline Dataset". 
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FEEDBACK SHEET FOR SECTOR REFERENCE GROUP UPDATE (MARCH 2002) 

Name: Sector: 

Draft Zoning ~<:t)eme . . . - . 

I generally support the zones that have been suggested by the Advisory Committee D 
D I would prefer to see changes to the zones suggested by the Advisory Committee, for example changes to boundaries, zone type or additional 

zones .(please indicate your suggested changes on the map and return it with this form) 

NB : The Advisory Committee can only constructively address your feedback if your changes are drawn on the map and/or your reasons for the changes are 
clearly stated below 

Draft Zones (als_o see figur.e one) Your .suggested changes .. (pJease i,:ic;ficate cm. mapJ i:~R~ta~cms, fQr ested chanqes 
Delambre Island sanctuary zone 

Dolphin Islands sa~tua,-y zone 

Searipple Passag~ sanc;fuary ·zoner' 
.' 

~ 

Waterin~. Cove sanctuai;y'f:tori'e, 

Nickol-"Bay · Reef ~.Flats s~icialt~frf~~e-:{e~u®ti.oit:t' 
C • ,•,,; ,f ,.;, >->,~ ' ~ .,_ 

and benthic protection); zoner.l ,; • ,,·,,..,., 
..:,.., ,,. -! 1',.•, -~ 

1/-I 
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Legendre Island sanctuary zone 

.. 

Malus Islands sanctuary zone 

Conzinc Island sanctuary zone 

Rosemary Island sanctuary zone 

. 
Suggested seasonal boating exclusion area 
(adjacent to Rosemary. Island) 

Goodwyn Island sanctuary zone 

West Lewis Island special·'purpose (benthic ' 
protection) zone 

Enderby Island saJ1ctuar,y, zone ,. 
.. 

Eaglehawk Island sanctuary zone 

Southwest Regnard Island sanci\Jary zone 

/"' 
·--: v::, .. 

r i .. .: ., 

Maitland speciql purpose (mangrov~ p.rotection) .. 
zone 

,'V.n ---~~ 

,,.·-< 
~:<·· .!- n:, ~ 
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.,..,. please attached extra sheets if required 
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Draft spatial controls for the 
proposed Dampier Archipelago/Cape 
Preston marine conservation reserve 
- A first look 

Introduction 

The Advisory Committee for the proposed 
Dampier Arch ipelago/Cape Preston marine 

conservation reserve is requesting feedback from 
the community on suggested spatial controls in the 
proposed Dampier Archipelago/Cape Preston marine 
conservation reserve. It must be emphasised that 
the proposed spatial controls shown on the attached 
figure are not final. They are very much a "first go" 
by the Committee and the Committee are keen to 

J receive feedback from sector reference groups, 
industry, interested individuals and other 
government agencies before they further consider 
this aspect of the proposal. 

How did the Committee arrive at these 
suggested spatial controls? 

Before beginning their consideration of possible 
spatial controls for the proposed reserve, the 

Committee had lengthy discussions on the important 
ecological and social values of the proposed reserve 
and how these values should be managed. For each 
value, the Committee endorsed the aims of 
management (the management objectives) and the 
management targets, which indicate in what 
condition the Committee feel each value should be 
maintained over the long term. The Committee then 
endorsed management strategies for each value, 
which indicate what should be done to achieve the 
aims of management. 

To protect the area's values and manage human 
activities over the long-term, a mixture of 
management tools are used. These include 
administration such as spatial controls (or zoning), 
enforcement, education, research, monitoring and 
public participation. The balance of management 
tools used will vary between values, depending on the 
current condition of the value and if there are any 
major pressures on the value. The objectives that 
require spatial controls were identified by the 
Committee. 

The Committee identified areas which may achieve 
the objectives of the reserve based on existing 
information that has already been gathered from 
sector reference groups, industry, government 
agencies and interested individuals, as well as 
information regarding: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

benthic habitats of high conservation value or 
sensit ive to human impacts; 
significant wildlife areas (e.g. turtle nesting 
beaches); 
ecological communities currently under pressure; 
and 
areas of major interest to user groups . 

What type of spatial controls are suggested? 

At this early stage of discussion about possible 
spatial controls, the nature of these spatial 

controls is undecided. However there are several 
possible options, the most likely being: 
• a system of marine nature reserves, or 
• sanctuary zones within a marine park, or 
• special purpose zones within a marine park, or 
• any combination of the above nested in a Marine 

Management Area. 

Why is the Committee seeking your input? 

The Committee is seeking community input so that 
they can consider a wider view on the potential 

spatial controls of the proposed reserve. Community 
input will be taken to the next meeting proposed for 
14 -15 May 2002, so that the Committee can further 
consider these comments and continue their 
discussion in light of this community consultation. 

Where do we go from here? 

The potential spatial controls shown on the 
attached figure represent the initial efforts of 

the Advisory Committee to develop an appropriate 
zoning scheme to protect the conservation values of 
the proposed reserve. The figure is being sent to 
sector reference groups, industry, government 
agencies and interested individuals to obtain 
feedback which will be supplied to the Committee at 
their next meeting. However, this is not your only 
opportunity for input. Once the Committee have 
considered the feedback from the community, the 
refined spatial controls figure will again be provided 
to you, for your input. In addition, once the draft 
management plan has been released, comments are 
welcomed during the three month public submission 
period. 

Please feel free to call Andrew Hill at 
CALM 's Marine Conservation Branch 
{94325100, andrewhi@calm.wa.gov. au) or 
Fran Stanley at CALM Karratha (9143 1488, 
frans@calm.wa.gov. au) to discuss how these 
areas were determined and to provide 
feedback on the proposal. 
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