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Dates meetings were held No formal meetings were held. In 2010 

One to two paragraph summary 
of achievements suitable for 
WATSNU 

Summary 
The health of the Lake Clifton thrombolites appears to be in decline. In 2010 the lowest 
water levels were recorded at Lake Clifton (Lane et al, 2011) and data collected by DEC 
(and its predecessors) over a 30 year period under SW wetlands monitoring program, listed 
Lake Clifton as a wetland of interest or concern. The trend of increasing salinities in Lake 
Clifton continues to rise with a record high level in November of 2010 at 62 ppt.  
 
Key points summarized in a review conducted by Nobel (2010) indicated that: 
The thrombolite-forming cyanobacteria Scytonema sp. is no longer found in Lake Clifton, 
and this is either due to being out-competed by other algal species due to environmental 
changes such as increased salinity, nutrients or both;  
Wetlands can be classified according to their hydrogeological connectedness to the 
surrounding aquifer;  
Evaporation and precipitation are the main controls on coastal wetland salinisation, and 
evapoconcentration can occur in areas of rainfall deficit;  
The use of ionic ratios can help to identify the sources and sinks of water within coastal 
wetlands  
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