d\\ \ \ /}Jf” _){rﬁig#?j;\ivv\{} SN 7&
b
) 0 ) g\ e
by, IR T

A BRIEF INSPECTION OF
DRAGON TREE SOAK NATURE RESERVE (A3591 8)

70 - 12 Cclober 1888
The followlng is an account of a 3 day sojourn to Dragon Tree Sock Nature .,e \.
Reserve as conducted by staff from The Department of Conservation and
Land Management's West Kimberiey District Office and a contract geologist. {’L
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(Includes strategies to control camel degradation at Dragon Tres 50ak.) -
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M.J & A.R. Bamforgd,
CONSULTING ECOLOGISTS.
23 Plover Way,
Kingsley, WA, £026.
ph/fx: 09 309 3671
14/06/ 54

Mr <. Done,

Regional Manacer,

Department of conservation and Land Management,
PO Box 942,

Kununurra, €743,

Dear Chrig,

Just & quick note to inform you that our final plana for the
Ltrip into the Joanna Spring/Dragon Tree Scak area ara being
drawn up. We have applied for appropriate permits From the
Como office, lncluding entry perxrmits inta Dragon Tree Socak
Nature Reserve. The first membsrs of our parky will be
passing through Broome around 21 June and we will be leaving
fhe detert (via Amna Plains Station) around 16 July.

I# you have any queries or reguire further information, please
<ali of fax me at the above number.

Youryg faithfully,

/
L4 i )\ -

Mike Bamford
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14-JUN-96 FRI 11:30 08 308 3671 P, 01



A BRIEF INSPECTION OF
DRAGON TREE SOAK NATURE RESERVE (A35918)

10 - 12 October 1995

The following is an account of a 3 day sojourn to Dragon Tree Soak Nature
Reserve as conducted by staff from The Department of Conservation and
Land Management's West Kimberley District Office and a contract geologist.
(Includes strategies to control camel degradation at Dragon Tree Soak.)

Peter Trembath
December 1995
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and GH. M ’ ms (Q 1f£ultant Geologist. P.O. Box 504 Broome 6725).
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ho c §i Is were seen, there was evidence that indicate
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Ofﬂcel and mcon} pnded that provision be made f(n Abougmal access o the
-l'(iidm i am ping and the lighting of fires. Mr Done supported the
Hons|#antained within the report.
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Mr Graha nsi Eicd lhat"shoolmg would ho an 1nadequate mulho%lof controlling
the camel§i 1'eqmmendgd further research into control techniquey. !
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In 1994 DijiMich @l Bamford visited the Resuive o complete an Augjralian ' t
Geographigs] onsgfred study of Dragon Tree Soak (Dr Bamford firstlpisited the Soak |
in 1981). Iiialsubgpdquent article published in issue No. 38 of Australian Geographic's
Sociery Ney { it wgsireported that Dr Bamford found that camels had| "cropped” 8

metre dr af,(;) 1trecsktd the size of small trees and "trampled” reed bedd into the mud.
The article’ Huoted :D Bamford's description of the damage as a "disabter”.
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degradatiog{iban previously E2en recouded and the matter was blought to the

attention ¢ff Heatf ! C.AL.M.s West Kimberley District Office. It was decided that
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The inspegty f Wi ‘1 onducted by the author and co-authors using 2 four wheel drive
vehicles. [jkdi l . |
Both vehitlgy wergd self-sufficient in fuel, camping equipment, stores| fresh water an
first aid itey Ea" ehicle also carried 3 spare tyres complete with fims, an
additional § _qle tygeland tube, and puncture repair kits. The plovmol of such spares
proved to balg %96! a tl (sce below under "ACCESS").

ole ;‘yvu 1iu,d with Glohal Posiiiuning Systems (GPS), High Frequency
1 permg t(iud state-wide communication and Very High Frequency radios

h veg fdle to vehicle communication.
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Although|gefeam iy were sighted, there was opvious evidence el intyusion gt
Dragon TigSoa -Ij The sodk was sun'oundei y "well trodden and several
dragon trgig 8plin I;-af on the perimeter of the solak were badly da at “camel
height”. T ‘,,;i{r Iso noted recent camel (and cattle) tracks, * baths" and argas
of the soajghtimt willd being ised as watering ppinte. b F
a1 ] ' : ! !
In additio{gfthe j}a aged trees, group members who had visited the{ soak previously
(Grosse angl) orrj Jinoted an apparent decline in the number of saplihgs, however the
dense T.dojningergik under-storey has prevented damage to mature (fees located in
the centre ¢fithe syhk.
(See phot ;g phs # Appendix B.)
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( all] ed both vehicles to travel at reasonable speeds. :

ing ap roximately 226 kms. from The Great Northern H ighway, the
gdedifia southerly direction along a survey cut-line. The cut-line was

d tigversed numerous sand dunes. Despite travelling at slow speeds one
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foka. However the followinglobservations warant ention:
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the sig: ting would represent a significant extension of the species’ range,
hde: [_j; to gather in "loose flocks" and "roost in company" is considered
§ tharacleristic that is not shared with the black-shbuldered kite.
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STRATE lS F ! THE ”]%’RACTICAL AND EFFECTIVE CONT ) ,
DEGRADAFIONEAT QRA.G()N TREE SOAK
As has begilprev ai sly Etafsd, it is likely that shooting would !rovd‘ o be an in- ’
effectual mythod @fiprotecting Dragon Tree Soak from intrusion by homadic feral |
animals. Aligmatifdly, the installation of a perimeter barrier that wopld exclude
camels (an|¢attlel from most (but not all) immediate arcas of the sopk is favoured.
i |

Advice fropjijthe H gnservation Commission of The Northern Territoldy indicates that
the followigng fenggidesign is effective against camels:

# A stang§di sus |: nsion fence with sturdy strainers. ’ 1
s# Thet li be of normal stock height with 1/4" steel cableiabove 2 runs of -
barbed (ogjEnal)|fire. [y , K ‘ l

i : : . ‘ | ,
3 The fe id be powstructed in sectipnp to provide fo+ S dat 1} ge. ..
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# I is impot cns‘ire;'llhal the fence is(_@ghly visiple (o 'a‘EEi" faggingitape '
been foung [ be fiective) and that the fence fine isj Clghred. f; el tioq‘ﬁ] i L1 [i4
It is unlik 5 i ce built accordinglto the above spedificafions would
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prevent ¢ |{_- dls frihy atlempting access to watgr, therefore it is ccoty
ice biidonsirudted so as to prevent access to most fmme

tpFovidng for strategic watering 'pints. "
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The cost of i§pch difence wduld be relatively inexpensive and clpnsth 1ction materials
could easjly|be tr‘ ported using light four wheel drive vehicles. Depending on
available @& rtig“ t may be necessary to employ a contract fencer fo supervise I
constructidiithowgver local C.AL.M. personnel may be able to erecf the fence

without assi§ The project ir also weii suited to volunteer involvement.)
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§1{Jame ISlaym%g e Dragon. An article in Society l?lews #£8
i ] Lo L o Eoohi
Burbidge, Al3{iMcKinyic, N.L.j& Kenneally, K.F.i1991). t!w‘a Congpr
Kimberley, I3di§ of (Buservatioy & Land Managemgn|! ‘
: Lo :

Done, C.C, ‘ lZl) fifon ’liree@uak (35918). In cofrgspondence, Dept.iofjCongd
Managcmcli iy} 3 Lo 1
Jou2 ? yposéd Mclarty Hills Nature Reserve (inctuding th¢ existing Dragon Tre
sservellEIn an intednal report, Dept. of Conservation and Lang Maiiggement.
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Dyle, B .(1980) A Field Guide to tiw 3irds o Australia. Collins.
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| ‘ ; APPENDIX A
5 ‘ Access heierence Data
Ref. No. |Grid Refdrenc Waypoint | Distance Comments
X1 | 0384529 i . | .
______ 7902467 W1  MLARTY 0, | Tum off Great Northerh Highw
X2 46859 1| T : gEi -
| 7881676 I 50 Ll
X3 Oddrsos | : ; Gl R
T TN R BT
L Xa oo il T T B
L s R TRisar T sell | fFig e drum g I
X6, OfpHgs7y W] I Al 1
| 78i4iba L 80.8 |{Airstrip
W6 | Olfifigso | L |
|7 7 ‘ 91.5
X7 0 4 .
7 o ! N 101.4 ||Disused track to {he salith
X8 04911 | '
7807 8 113.8 _ITurn to right
X9 . Od4fpHss . N
B 744077 14 134.1 ¥/ T-junction. Turn to right
X10 04 12H54
7860H4 TEAST 137 _ |Turn east onto the old McLarty track
X11 Odddtos K™ . I :
78609h7 9 146.3 |Fork - turn left
X12 0494320 : _
78 Hll - 10 159" {iFork - turn right (disusgH tragk
X13_ . o5t W L N
78531144 | _ LA Ll
_ X14 | Onidhpa i L e
| 78hdHls 12 ~228| {Turn sputh ontq duf IR |
X15 | osugy | LB i@i |
| 7stisnéo [ISK Cut line termindtes] Rrijfeed|d5
X6 O5itiiis B~ 1 | '
78 - 13 | |East along dung drest
X17 O53YHH0 : ‘
78 DTREE | - |Dragon Tree Soal
; % : I
|
| b 1T
!.; ! | !il D | ‘i ‘
!1 d ! ‘ ' f I
; ] |
N
! b
i “r ‘
! Page 1
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APPENDIX B,

graphic
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