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assessment of similar studies conducted elsewhere, there appears to be nothing unique about the 
findings of the studies from these three Tasmanian wind farms.  

1. Low numbers of bird and bat mortalities are observed  
2. Not all birds and bats are collision prone, many species observed at a wind farm do not appear 

in collision records 
3. The clear majority of mortalities are species with no conservation status 
4. Barrier effects are not observed, that is birds do not demonstrate behaviour indicating they see 

wind farm infrastructure as a barrier 
5. Operating wind turbines do not cause alienation or prevent birds from using adjacent habitat/s 
6. Avoidance rates vary from species to species 
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Extreme climatic events have profoundly impacted biota globally over the past decade. A heat wave in 
southwestern Australia in 2011, for example, affected both marine and terrestrial ecosystems at a 
subcontinental scale, impacting larger areas and a greater taxonomic breadth than previously 
envisioned. Chronic and acute drought events have also had landscape scale impact on terrestrial 
ecosystems. And surprisingly, large-scale frost events have also occurred in southwestern Australia, 
affecting the dominant forest ecosystem. Using climatic and multi-species data collected from the 
region, we show that extreme events have triggered abrupt, and multi-trophic ecological disruptions, 
including mortality, demographic shifts and altered species distributions. Our research shows that a 
broad range of taxa are being affected by extreme climatic events, implying that the extent of ecological 
vulnerability to projected increases in extreme events is underestimated.  
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Conservation translocation – the deliberate movement of an organism from one area to another with a 
measurable conservation benefit— has become increasingly important as an active response to the 
current biodiversity crisis we are experiencing in the Anthropocene. We analysed success and failure in 
conservation translocations of terrestrial vertebrates over the last 120 years and tested whether success 
has improved through time. We undertook a systematic quantitative literature review using a Boolean 
string of relevant terms applied to publications listed on the Web of Knowledge, with data extracted and 
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