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Several complimentary plant establishment methods are required to 

restore banksia woodland  
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Six years of comprehensive monitoring of three restoration sites with 60 ha in total suggest it may be possible to 

restore banksia woodland, but also identified major challenges and limitations. We analysed plant cover and 

abundance trends and vegetation structure relative to reference sites. The majority of native species (100 out of 

160) primarily germinated from respread topsoil. However, important species including all the trees were missing 

from that source, so required planting or direct seeding. Thus, the restoration of banksia woodland requires several 

complimentary methods. We believe that restored areas with respread topsoil, planting and seeding are on a trend 

to recovery, but will take decades to reach some targets, while areas with only planting and seeding may become a 

separate vegetation type. It is very challenging to evaluate differences in flora and vegetation between restored and 

reference sites, since the reference sites were very different from each other due to very high beta diversity in 

banksia woodland. Another key finding was that the relative dominance of different plant functional groups 

changes over time, with disturbance opportunists initially dominant then declining back into the soil seed bank. 

Evidence for resilience of this restored ecosystem was provided by abundant pollination and seed set for many 

species and the presence of second-generation seedlings of understory plants and trees. However, longer-term 

monitoring is required to confirm that restoration has been fully successful. 

 

Quenda or rat? Residents' perceptions of quenda and suggestions for 

future management.  
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The rapid urbanisation of the Swan Coastal Plain as part the Perth Metropolitan Region has resulted in widespread 

displacement of native wildlife. However, quenda (Isoodon fusciventer), are maintaining populations within this urban 

matrix, frequently interacting with human residents. Significant interactions occur between quenda and human 

residents on private property, areas often heavily modified to suit human interests, but with potential to provide 

critical resources for quenda. The possible relationships between residents’ perceptions of quenda and their 

interactions with quenda is unknown, however exploring these relationships could be integral to maintaining urban 

quenda populations. We interviewed 61 residents in the City of Mandurah on their perceptions of quenda, and 

how they interact with quenda in their garden. It emerged that 57% of residents initially mistook quenda for rats 

and instances where quenda are shot or poisoned due to misidentification do occur. However, grassroots 

movements are underway to redress this misconception. Residents readily communicate with each other regarding 

quenda, including correcting misidentification, and actions from local councils, such as installing bandicoot-

crossing signs, alert residents to quenda presence. It is suggested that programs to increase community awareness 

of quenda are urgently required and that existing programs should be extended. A considerable level of pre-existing 

community engagement was found to exist around quenda, and raises the possibility of quenda being utilised as a 

vehicle to increase community participation in conservation projects and for quenda to be used as a flagship species 

for urban conservation in Perth. 
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