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Urban living for black cockatoos: hazards and solutions  
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Flocks of threatened Carnaby’s cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus latirostris, Baudin’s cockatoo, C. baudinii and Forest red-

tailed black-cockatoo, C. banksii naso, are seen regularly in the suburbs of Perth. They feed on many native and 

exotic species in home gardens, road verges and parks, and roost at night in both native and planted tree species. 

Their proximity to humans, traffic and other hazards has meant that 2,195 black cockatoos were admitted to Perth 

Zoo for treatment between 2006 and 2018. Around one third of all cockatoos admitted to the Perth Zoo veterinary 

department had injuries directly related with human activities (i.e. vehicle strike, gunshot, collision with fixed 

objects, tree felling). The cockatoos are slow to gain height when taking flight meaning that food resources and 

drinking opportunities close to or on roads pose a significant hazard. Injured birds were reported from some 

suburbs more than others suggesting that there were attributes about the habitat in these suburbs that made them 

more attractive or hazardous to black cockatoos.  Solutions to the problem include improved traffic management, 

providing advice on optimal choice of suitable roost tree and cockatoo food species, planting situations for 

providing safe foraging and advice on engineering and reticulation strategies to reduce the incidence of ponded 

water on or near roadways. Example projects aiming to provide safe foraging solutions for black cockatoos will be 

described. 

 

The city versus nature, or the city with nature: Choices, barriers and 

opportunities 
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Perth is a rapidly growing city plonked on top of an area with a unique biological and cultural heritage. The original 

nature of the area was, for the most part, historically viewed as being unnecessary impediment to the development 

of the city. Only relatively recently have its importance and values begun to be more widely recognized.  Perth’s 

unique natural systems and the species they contain remain patchily protected and vulnerable to ongoing threats 

from development, with climate change and a range of other pressures added in. Where the city clashes with nature, 

the city usually wins - few development proposals fail on the basis of the values of the nature they are displacing. 

In addition, offsets have been shown to be of dubious value and the effectiveness.  

How then do we move from an adversarial relationship between the city and nature to a more symbiotic one? 

Barriers include the various knowledge and management gaps that will be discussed at this meeting, but most 

important perhaps is the lack of political and social will to formulate effective planning and conservation measures. 

Opportunities include building on efforts by local groups, exemplified by Roe 8, to swing momentum towards a 

more balanced approach to incorporating nature in city life.  I explore how simple changes in how we collectively 

and individually make choices can positively influence conservation outcomes.  
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