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“Backing Bitterns” 
A collaborative effort 
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Meet the elusive Australasian Bittern “Boordenitj”  

• A heavy-set heron (waterbird)

• Secretive and well camouflaged in its preferred tall dense sedge 

habitats

• Lives in freshwater wetlands where they feed on frogs, insects, 
crayfish, fish 

Booming call of

male in spring
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Collective concern for Australasian Bittern 

• Surveys 2008-2012 by DBCA & BirdLife revealed 25-50% 
decline in bittern numbers in WA since 1980’s 

• Now estimate <150 birds in WA (listed as “Endangered”)

• DBCA ‘South West Wetland Monitoring Program’ over past 30+ 
years revealing:

–Significant declines in water levels 

–Increases in salinities 

• Continuing threats to bittern:

–Loss of and changes in wetland habitat 

–Predators (e.g. foxes) 

–CLIMATE CHANGE 

–Still much we do not KNOW 
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Issues for Bitterns in WA

CHANGING WETLANDS

↓ water levels

↑ salinity

Acidification

Food sources 

Wetland vegetation 

extent/condition

Available 

habitat for 

bittern

ALL COMPOUNDED BY DRYING CLIMATE!



Benefits of collaboration 

• Combining expertise 

• Sharing knowledge, data and resources 

• Coordinated and standardised monitoring 

• Larger scale monitoring of wetlands (both 
reserves and private properties)

• Developing and trialling new research methods 
(trapping and satellite tracking birds)

• Identifying and prioritising conservation actions

• Improving conservation outcomes Add in map of sites
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Addressing the challenge of finding Bittern 

Wading surveys

Automated recording units (ARU)

Motion sensing 

cameras

Volunteers help analyse ARU data
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What we hope to achieve  

• Continued monitoring of wetlands important for breeding

• Location of yet unknown wetlands bitterns use for breeding 
and/or feeding (during non-breeding season)

• Understanding bird movements between wetlands 

• Understanding how use of wetlands changes over time and in 
response to wetland conditions

• Greater community and landholder awareness of the 
importance of wetlands 

• Supporting and engaging landholders to protect and improve 
wetlands for bittern and biodiversity



“Citizen-Scientists”
Critical in the fight to conserve 
our birds and their habitats  
BirdLife

Cocanarup Convervation Alliance 

Volunteers across the State 



Citizen Science – “Great Cocky Count”

Estimated trend in 
Albany region for 
white-tailed species



Vicki Stokes – WA Program Manager

Email: vicki.stokes@birdlife.org.au

Thank you for your time

Thank you to our many community 
volunteers, citizen scientists and 
members

Thank you to project funders and 
project partners 
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