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FACTS ABOUT NUMBATS 
STATUS: 

HABfTAT: 

DIET: 

BREEDING: 

Rare with a restricted range. 

'Jotal population is I ss than 2,000. 

Now found only in euc.alypt woodland 

in the south-we t of W!'st rn Australia. 

Termites. About20 OOO ar eat n per day. 

Season - young born in January, 

ind pendent in November. 

Gestation -14 days. • 

Litter size- u ·ually 4. 

Siz at birth -1 cm. • 

ADULTWEIGHT: Male-550g-700g 

Eemal - 450g-650g. • 

CLASSIFICATION: Order - Polyprotodonta 

THENUMBAT 

Family - Myrme obiidae 

Genus and Specie -

Myrmecobius fasciatus 

• 

In a land of extraordinary wildlif , the Numbat stands out as 

unusual. It is a rnar upial but ha. no pouch so th ' youngbave 

Lo hold on tight to their mother's teats with tbeir mouths and 

for paws. The numbat i on of only two marsupials that is 

diurnal (activ in daylight) and it is tlw only marsupial to f eel 

exclusively on termites. It is so remarkable that it was declared 

the mammal emblem of Western Australia in 1973, but tragically 

it is now extremely rare in the wild. To ensure the long-term 

survival of the Numbat, the Perth Zoo and the Department of 

Conservation and Land Management ar working together to 

run a captive-breeding programme for the Numbat. ·w ith less 

than 2,000 left, the world n eds more Numbats. 
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GOING ... GOING ... 
Like so mu ·h of Au,.:tralia's wildlif<'. th<' u111bat de ·lined so 11 

art ·r Europ an . ettl m ·nt. A' is shown ov ' r till: page the 

Numbat occurr ·d across mu ·h of south ·rn Australia in 1850 

but is now f(Jund on I ss than H1J of its form er range. The 

Numbat was in balance with its environment until European 

s ·ttl •m nt oI Au tralia. P · pk ups t that balance in three ways. 

FOXES 
The Fox was introduc d 

to Australia for sport. 

spit' the fforts of th 

g ntl >man hunters, however, 

Fox 'S Sprc·acl rapidly. First 

rt> leased n ' ar M lbourne 

in th 1860s, th ey r a h d 

Kalgoorlie in 1917 and 

Perth nly a few y ars 

later. rhe ·xpan ·ion oflh 

•ox proved disastrous for the Numbat b cause it was an 

unfamilar and efficient predator. The rang of the Numbat 

contrac:Led as the Fox spread from ea t to west. 

FIRE 
Despite the pres nee of the Fox, th Numbat managed to 

survive in some desert areas in Western Australia until the 

1960 . The Numbat persisted in th s areas because of a 

remarkable relationship with the Aboriginal des rt dwell rs. 

Numbats di ' cl out when the Aboriginal p ople s ttled 

around mi sions. .. 
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THE DIMINISHING RANGE 
OF THE NUMBAT 

-• • • 

• 
.. .. 

• • I 

,. 
. "' .. 

.. 

I I 



• 
" 

r 
It - i .,111 

•• ~ ., 
• t I 

' , RANGE 
... Iii " .. 

• 

.. . 

• 

• 

• 

.. 
... 
• 

-

• 
Altlwugh thl' Ab riginal pcopl l' hunl l' l lhe :\1 1mbai fo r 

food, Lh y also hdped it lt> s urviw b) rvg11larly ::;tan in. -.mall 

bus hfirc.s. T hi s pat te rn of burning creat l'd a paLr hwork (l f ,.i rnall , 

op •n arC:<.ls and d nse, unburnt v gdation. Thl' sniall. burnt 

areas act eel as fird1r ·ak s Lo prl•v(•nt largl' lirL'S . but all this 

ehang ' <I wlll'n tii t' Aboriginal 1x'opl1 · ,t;<IVL· up 11i , ·i1· t rad it ional 

liks tylc. Fires b 'GllllL' il'ss common but each h11rnt a larg ·r '" 

<lrl'a Of Janel; till' Old paf eh work :;OOn diS<.IJ) JlL'art•Ci. J f I hl' 

111nbat,.i survivrd th big fir , , 

Lhvy foun d llw msd v 'S facl' cl with 

L·ndh· ·~ tract· <Jfl.iurnt countrys id e 

wh l'n· t It ·y Wt'l' > Jll ()("(' l'X J QS(;'d (() 

prl'Clalors. illl:luding Foxes. 'J he 

Nurnbat might havL· surviv cl th • 

cha11gl' in 1 h ' fr t·quPncy <if bushfir ' S 

if Lh l' FO. ' l'S h<tdn 't b l:'(;'Il pn·:;(·nt , 

but tlw combination of Jir('S and 

foxes was too much. T he 'umbaf 

wa' '·fini shed" in tlw cl e ·ert. 

FARMING 
l int ii tlw c·arly 1960s, U1 • Numbat was s till \1·icl1 ·spn.·ad in tlw 

ar<'<t of\\ 'cstcrn Au>ltralia !mown a,; till' wh catb <· lt. This 

changed with in t n'asccl cl aring fo r agri ·ulturl'. 1\ los t of thl' I 
Numbat's habitat was build z cl and only sn1<11l arL·as ;;urvi\' ' cl 

that c·n •my. the Fox. Ironically. 

,.;om ' ofth l' arL· as ckarC' d tunll'd 

out to be· un suitable for agrirnlt11rC' 

and arc now !w ing rcafforl'stecl. 

11'1l1l' cl l'aring had bt· t· n plannl'cl 

with th(' knowll'clgl' wi· haw today. 

thl'rl' would probably haw bl'L' ll 

spa cl' for both farllls and '.\/um bats 

in the wlwatlH'lt. 
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HELP FOR NUMBATS 
'un1ll(l(,; had bC' rnmt so ran• by tht laJ • 1 60 ' lbat re carch 

was u1tcl1·1takc 11 lv id ·ntif · llwir nc ' <ls and !hl' ir prob l(>ms. 

ln aclcliti()n. an insurancr policy, in the form of a captiv ' 

brc· t> ding programm >, was taken out for tb e Numbat. 
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Hcscartl1 was carri cl out at Dryanclra, th e la t stronghold of 

the Numbat. Scientists US('cl radio-tracking equipment to pry 

into the daily lives ofNumbats. and learn t much about when 

and where th y feed, wher th y ·h >Jtcr, bow much space 

each Numbat need , and so on. T h y also l arnt that. ev n at 

Dryanclra Foxes arc th ban of the Numbat' · lift;. Identifying 

the probl ·m. however, i only halfth ' solution. 

Numbers of Fox . in Dryanclra w ·r c nfro llcd by baiting 

w[th a poison Call ·cl 1080. This could b<:' us ·d withou t risk of 

pois ning NLUnbats or any other nativ ' anirnab because Foxes 

ar cxt.r m ly sensitive to 1080 whereas nativ anim als in tbes 

areas ;u·t· not. A poison very similar t 10 0 oc ur, naturally in 
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many plants of the south -we t and animals that have evolved 

in the south-w st. along id th -e plants, are resi tant to the 

poi on in th plants and to 1080. Fbxes ar not. As soon as the 

baiting ofFoxe began, the tide was turned. Th number of 

Numbats in Dryaudra incr ased. The baiting of Foxes even 

made it possible to reintroduce Numbats to another wheatbelt 

reserve. For the first time in over a hundr d years, Numbats are 

on the increase. It is sad to hav to poison any animal, but when 

protecting the last Numbats in the world, the decis ion was clear. 

Despite these successe - in the wild, Numbats are far from 

secure and need the insurance of a captive colony. Numbats 

were first bred in captivity in 1985 by the Department of 

Conservation and Land Management, with the support of World 

Wildlife Fund Australia. Earlier efforts had fa iled because each 

animal requires up to 20,000 termites per day; that's 100,000 

termites per day for a female with four grown young! The 

breakthrough ame with the di covery that Numbat could be 

maintained on an egg-milk custard sometimes used by zoos 

II, 

to keep Echidnas. For Numbat , vitamins, calcium carbonate. .. 

sand and a prinkling of termites are added to the mixture. 

The colony was transferred to Perth Zoo in 1986. 

THE NUMBAT NEEDS FRIENDS 
The Numbat needs all the help it can get and there are 

many ways in whiLh you can do your bit. 

1. Report sightings of Numbats to the Department of 

Conservation and Land Management. Remember to record 

where and when. 

2. Take care of the Numbat's home when you visit it; prevent 

bushfires. keep family pets under control and leave logs and 

rocks where you find them. 

3. Don't release unwanted pets into the bush. 

4. Observe the Numbat here. at the Zoo. and record your 

observations for us. See the tear-off Numbat questionnaire 

for instructions . 

5. Assist by donating to the Numbat breeding programme. 

(See back for information.) 
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The beauty and genius of a work of art may be reconceived, 

'though its fir t material expression be destroyed: 

a vanished harmony may yet again inspire the composer: 

but when the last individual of a race of living things breathes no more, 

anoth r heaven and another earth must pass 

before such a one can be again. 

William B ebe (1877-1962) 

Naturalist. Dir ctor of the American Zoological Society. 

Send your tax deductible donation 

to a sis t the Numbat breeding programme to : 

• 
Perth Zoo Sponsorship Trust: 

Numbat Conservation 

Conserving our 
Wildli fe Heritage 

20 Labouchere Road 
South Perth 6J51 
Western A ustralia 
Ph: (09) 3677988 
Fax: (09) 367 3921 
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