


From Bitterlich Prisms To Thematic Mapper

The Quest To Save Our Bilbies, Foxgloves and Farmlands

Keynote Address To:

Mapping Sciences Institute Australia
1998 National Conference

Dr Syd Shea
Executive Director

Department of Conservation and Land Management, 
Western Australia





France occupies a land area
about a quarter the size
of Western Australia



























CALM manages an area 
more than half the size
of Japan

51%



CALM 
managed 
lands and 
waters



• Integrating the needs of all of the 
community now and in the future

• Integrating different sustainable land 
uses with sustainable conservation

• Integrating conservation with wealth 
generation and employment creation

• Integrating management and scientific 
skills to achieve these objectives
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Global wood demand rises 
as supply falls
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Total area of E. globulus in WA
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APFL) and predicted wood flows



Investment to date:

Investment to complete plantation program:

 $20 million

Investment required for harvesting, transport and 
processing:

 $30 million

 $20 million to upgrade facilities at Albany Port
 $15 million for a mill to process the harvested logs
 $3-4 million for a transport system
 $16 million for harvesters
 $12 million for loading machinery
 $22 million for log trucks









Rainfall Isohyets for 
South West of
Western Australia



Atlas of 
Western Australian

Soils



Land Suitability
Study for 
Maritime Pine



Predicted growth of tree crop plantings in 
Western Australia
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Current and predicted wood fibre production 
from tree crops and plantations in Western 
Australia
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Hydrograph showing groundwater response to 
alley farming system (after Short and Skinner, 1996)
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Purnululu National Park 
Grass Regeneration 
1986-95































COMPREHENSIVE, 
ADEQUATE & 

REPRESENTATIVE 
RESERVE SYSTEM

Regional Forest Agreements

ECOLOGICALLY 
SUSTAINABLE 

FOREST 
MANAGEMENTINDUSTRY & 

COMMUNITY
CERTAINTY




















Recent mammal extinction

Australia leads the world











67%


33%


Australia


Rest of World
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Fox baiting
commenced

The impact of fox control on Chuditch at 
Batalling forest
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in part of 
Dryandra

Numbat Sightings in Dryandra Forest
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Fox Control 
Commenced

Brushtail Possum Response To Fox Control- 
Batalling Forest Block
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Fox Control 
Commenced

Quenda Response To Fox Control
Batalling Forest Block
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Fox Control 
Commenced

Timber Harvesting Post Logging Burn

Kingston Timber Harvesting Study - Trap Success Rates For 
Woylies Along Road Transects
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Predator control 
commenced

Tammar Wallaby Sightings - Tutanning Nature Reserve 





































Introducing the Small Twelve









“The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be;
and that which is done is that which shall be done:

and there is no new thing under the sun.
Is there any thing whereof it may be said,

See, this is new?
It hath been already of old time, which was before us.”

Ecclesiastes 1:9,10
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