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In May 1986 the Health Department approved the use of 
for the control of feral pigs in water catchments, with 
baiting to be undertaken only by trained APB or CALM 
officers. In January 1987 the Water Authority of Western 
Australia requested APB assistance for a feral pig control 
trial in early 1987. 

The Pipehead Catchment was chosen by the Water Authority for 
this trial because feral pigs here were considered to pose 
some ri�k to picnickers at Serpentine Dam, and_ because the 
area was relatively small with discrete bound_aries. The 
trial provided the APB research section with an opportunity 
to test a reduced concentration of 1080 in pig, baits. 
Murdoch University Veterinary School requested sampies from 
any feral pigs recovered to test for the presence of hydatid 
cysts. 

The proposed trial was approved as a "necessary operation" 
by the Directorate.of CALM. APB research staff and wardens 
from the Water Authority inspected the Serpentine Pipehead 
Catchment area in February 1987 to locate suitable areas for 
free-feeding and poisoning. The trial began on March 5 and 
ended on March 30, 1987. 

Feral pig numbers in tl1e catchment appeared to be fairly low 
compared with previous years. There were scattered signs of 
activity on both sides of the Pipehead Dam, and 3 sites on 
the south side were selected for free-feeding Free­
feeding with sow feeder pellets was carried out daily by 
Water Authority staff under APB supervision. The pellets 
were placed on the surface; it had been hoped to_ bury 
pellets and bait but this was impossible due to the 
saturated soil at the one site where pigs ate the free-feed. 
The free feeding was carried out from -c:ne 5th to the 2-2nd---­
March; by the end of this period 20 kg of pellets was being 
eaten daily at one site while the other two were virtually 
untouched. Numbers of pigs using the active site we.re hard 
to estimate, but at least 4 adults and several young pigs 
were certainly present. 

On 23rd Mar�h all the remaining free feed was buried and all 
3 sites were baited with pellets poisoned with 1080. For 
the first time 1080 was used at half the usual rate, giving 
2000 mg of 1080 to each 7 kg of bait. The reduced rate of 
1080 was used because earlier trials indicated that feral 






