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The É\utstralsrgi.an Ëlittern is ar shy species of waterhi.t-d whi.cl¡
inlrabits de¡r:ie rurshbeds q:f f re:¡hwater 1sl,;es *nd swåßìp:3.

ft nsed tn be.qiri.te* cornn¡ün in the sourth west CIf ttJA in ths
ear-1y part of 'l:l¡iç¡ centrrry , HowËver'* cleraring of land 'f or-
agricutlturre cause*d rnåny of its favourr-i.te hautntt; tn belcome
çal i.ne " 'l-he r j-sing s*rl t levels þ;i I lerJ tlre rltshbedl; and '1.:lre

Iaþ:.es hercarne tataI1y Lrr¡suritab1e f nr bitternE.

Tlre species is ndrw rnnf ined (in NA) to ttre few rernainirrq
f re,shw¿tt{ir'" rushy swamps t:f the cc¡,sst.

Becaursc¡ clf its sq¡r:ræ'tive natlrre its statr-ts i-s ltncertai.n. ït
dc¡es ã(Fpeå¡r tm be r'år'$" l'ìor{evero and it:i habitat is
cerrLainly thræatenecl" T'lrere are only å fet¡ recent reçords
nf nestinç anrJ lr$nff witlrin ccrnsË*rv¿{tinn resërvËs" 'ïhe totaL
l:oÌ-rttr wes'L popr-rlatj-on is perlraps ncl m{f,re than å few hltndred
birds 

"

'lhe bittern'si d j.et con:¡ists of aquatic insects" srnal I f isho
frngs¡ .jilgieso snail.s and even çrna11 hirds" They Àr-e
sol itary birds ancl f eecl main ly at niqht.

By bending rur:;lres clvsr {:o for-m a dense ffiålrr 'bhey h¡t-tiId
f eedi.ng ancl nesting platf orms årnclnq tl'¡e rurshbeds, Ëeedinç
pl.at'fmrms cån be recc,gnÍsed by the presence of rernains of
var"içurs prey itsmso particurlarly the cåråpëiËes clf "j 

j.lgies"

The nest lrsurally cûntaÍn$ si¡t eçqs¡ êìFìd breeding occLtrrå in
:ipring ancl early sLunrner" whj-1e water'1eve15 ãrre hiqh {at
least in çond yeår:;) and 'food is abr-rndant"

T'hei bird is rarely seen durrinç the day. At nigttt its
presence is betrayed by il:s lctw" honrninç caL l. soutndinç rnuclr
1il,;e the bel lawing c:f ä br-r11 . Hencei the b j.rd's fle¡neric
nårner Fg-t.g-ç¡f-U.*"' which cori¡es from tr^ro l-atin wûrdsl far bt-t11

.þgË- arrcl f.*U-f_ç¡S." I'his €êr'¡r çoutncJo ernanating f rorn the rnarstres¡
dlrring the darþ;.ness of nightr¡ wirs thor-rght r''/ earIT Ëltrnpeæ.n
:iettlers to be* the cal l of the nrythical lJunyip I

Eittarrns ar-e e:.lpert at cêrrrourf laqe. When distr-tr-bËd they
stancl rnatinnless - {rr even swaying r.rith the breerel * wj.th
tri I I and head pointed sl,;ywards " "lhis behavioutr " cornbined
wi.th tlreir brown and yel1çw streaþ;ecl plnmageu rnal,;.es thent
very d:ifficurlt 'L,o Ëee"
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