AUSTROLAD TAN BLITTERN

Cpadoitophi lus)

The fustralasian Bittern is & shy species of sibidrl widohy
inhabits dense rushbeds of freshwater lakes and swamps.

Tt used to e guite commor in the sowbh west of Wo in the
garly part of this century. However, clesacing of land for
agricul ture cauwsed many of its favouwrits haun o becomes
salime. The riging salt levels killed the rushbeds and the
bhacams totaliy unswuitable for bitterms.
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Heosuse of fts seorebtive natuare il s ouncert
cle appear to be rare, however, and dis abadtat is
certalinly Dhreatensd,.  Thaere are only a few recent records
ot mesthing and none within conservation reserves. The tobal
wouhly west population is perhaps no more bthan a few hundred
birds.

The bittern’s dist consists of anguatic insechts, small fisbh,
frogs, Jilgles, anaills amnd even small birds. They ars
asolitary bhirds and Teed mainly abt night.

By bending rushes over o form a dense mat, they bhuild

feaeding and nesting platforms among the rushbeds.  Feeding
glatforms can be vecognised by the presence of remalns of
various prey ltems, particularly the carapaces of Jjilgies.

The nest usually contains six egos, and Dreeding ocours in
spring ancd sarly suammer, while water levels are high (at
least dn goood years) and food is abuandant.

The: bird is rarely seen during the day. &L nighit its
presence s betrayvsd by its low, boomirg cell, sounding moch
like the bellowing of & bull., Hence the bird' s generic
rame , Bk Lol comes from two Latin woreds for ball -
baes s ks " This sery sound, emanating from the marshes
dhoring the darkness of night, was thought by sarly Buropsan
settlers to be the call of the mybhical Buryip!

Bitberns are experd at camoudlage. When disturbed they
stang mobtionless — or even swaying with the bresze! — witlh
Bill and hwad pointed skywards., This behaviour, combined
with their brown and vellow stresked plumege, makes bthem
veary difficult to sees.
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